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FREE FOR HOMELESS 

DEC.1989-JAN .1990 
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IA inslo omeless: 

· • /f'RIEPlANDER FREAKS our • PAT<KS P/6$ sraRM HOMELESS 
AT PUBLf C MEErtNe !! 5ff ElTERS fN TOMPKINS SQ PAf<.K.!! 

• "STINKIN DINKINS" LACKEY SNUB$ • Aec COMMUNfTY CENTE'R. RE-TAKEN 
TENT CITY DELEGATION!! . · BY COMUNITY !!! 

• r/l<E !JAl<Rct. 8ATrlE RAGES ON.'! • SHADOW REPORTERS BlJSTED AT ()£MO!! 

HOMELESS MEN LOOK ON AS THEIR CAMP SITE BURNS DURING RAID BY PARKS PIGS 
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"You're l i ke a cancer--
I see you · ever ywhere!!"-­
Anti-peddler cop to 

10 ¼ O ~~'@ · ■ SHADOW re·porter (December) 

I ,o . o. A STATEMENT FROM THE - ~@ Underground Front Organization 

141' ~"HE~ -~~~~ ~II THE MOST BASIC PRINCIPLE OF TB[ UNDERGROUND FRONT ORGANIZATION IS THAT liiia'~ C.. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS MEANT TO SERVE THE PEOPLE. NOT TB[ BANl:S OR SOIIE CORRUPT 
• • OFFICIALS. WE MAINTAIN THAT THE NEY TOR[ SUH AY SYSTEM IS NOT DESIGNED TO SERVE 

In the past month, the people of the Lower East Sid e have 
rea~ly taken matters into their own hands. Failing to avert 
the attack on the homeless of Tompkins Square Park, a group 
of homeless, squatters and activ ists took back the ABC Com­
munity Center,which was taken from the community on Oct.26th, 
while another group simply re-located Tent City from the park 
to the vacant lot across the street from ABC. Both actions 
have been met with a lot of support-~from neighbors and people 
bringing food and supplies, to neighborhood priests who have 
been arrested delivering food to the people inside ABC. 
On top of all of this, the futures of the Senior Citizens 
Foundation (the group trying to take ABC from the people) 
and the Casa Victoria Project (the group trying to destroy 
La Plaza Cultural) may be in doubt, due to the "HUD Scandal" 
that ties both groups (and others) to relatives of Senator 
Alphonse D'Amato and his campaign contributors, along with 
other charges of corruption and influ~nce-peddling used to 
push these projects in spite of neighborhood opposition to 
them. 

In the end, it looks like the people will be able to keep 
both La Plaza Cultural, (the only "people's parkp which is an 
oasis in the middle of a neighborhood marred by burned out 
buildings and drug dealers nearby), and the ABC building~ 
(which will be turned into a sorely needed community center 
that will offer its services as a school, meeting space, 
that will serve every member of the community, run by real 
people for~ people!!) Already, HUD has indicated their 

willingness to re-consider their financing for Casa Victoria, 
and the same may happen to the Senior Citizens Foundation. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR, AND POWER TO THE PEOPLE!! 

**PLEASE NOTE** 

Lately, we have been receiving 
many checks made out to the 
"SHADOW", even though we ask 
for cash or postal' money orde"rs 
made payable to "cash". We do 
not have a bank account under 
"SHADOW", but we are working 
on it. Until then, we are 
holding on to all checks re­
ceived~ If you have sent us a 
check and want it returned to 
you, please let us · know. Also. 
tell us if you want your or­
iginal order filled. If so, 
please do us a favor and send 
the correct form of payment. 
Even when we get a checking 
account, your orders will be 
held up until your checks 
clear, so it is best to send 
send cash. Thank-you. 
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THE PEOPLE OF NEY YOU. TB[ DOLLAR FAR£ YOU PAY AT TB[ TURNSTILI GOES TO PAYING OFF 

THE BAN[S YBICB LOANED MONEY TO BUILD THE SUH ATS, NOT TO IMPROVI THI SERVICES 

YOU RECEIVE. LIU THE POPULATION Of SOMI LATIN AIIIRICAN COUIITIT, NEY TORt 'S 
SUBY AT RIDERS ARE BEING PERPETUALLY SUCHD DRY TO PAY THE INTEREST ON ANCIENT 
BAN[ LOANS YBlCB WILL NEVER BE PAID OFF. YOU ARI STILL PAYING THE INTIJU:ST ON, FOR 

INSTANCE, THE 1890 LOAN WHICH HELPED BUILDTB[ IRT. TB[ PREMIUM FROM THAT LOAN IS 

STILL MING HELD AGAINST NEW TORtERS ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER. IN ADDITION TO THI 
R~ N [S . l,l(lNfY IS STOL EN t·RoM SUBI' A Y RIDERS BY CORRUPTION . I N THE 1970S, THEC ITY · 

PUBLICLY ACtHOWLEDGED THAT HUNDREDS Of MI LLIONS OF DOLLARS BAD "DISAPPEARED" 

FROM MT A FUNDS . TB£ POR[ BARREL OF TRANSIT CORR UPTION EVEN EITENDS TO OVERPA ID 
SUBCONTRACTORS WHO ARE HIRED TO MAH REPAIRS (WHICH THEY NEVER DO) OR "IMPROVE 

SERVICES" (WH ICH NEVER HAPPENS). THI PEOPLE WHO DON'T GET A COT OUT OF THIS 

CORRUPTION ARI THE RIDERS AND THE CITIZENS OF NEY TOR[ . AND, IF THIS YUE NOT 

ENOUGH, THE MT A BAS THE AUDACITY TO SELL OUR SUH AT SPACE TO OBNOIIOUS, 

FREQUENTLY RACIST, ADVERTISERS . 
THE DOLLAR FARE BY ITSEU IS A SIGNIFICANT ADDITIONAL COST IN THE ALREADY HIGH 

PRICE OF LIVING IN NEW TOR[ CIT_T. A HIGHER FARE IS SIMPLY UNREASON ABU. NO MArn:R 

HOW MUCH YE PAY roR THE SUBY AT, THE RIDE WI LL NOT GET ANY BETIER. WE WILL STILL BE 
FORCED TO SPEND MORE TIMI UNDERGROUND THEN A COAL MINER, COUGHING IN THI 

UNBREATHABLE ATMOSPHERE, SWEATING TO DEATH IN THI SUMllER, Y AITING HOURS FOR 
BROtEN TRAINS TO GET YORUNG, TWICE A DAT OR MORE, EVERT DAT. -IF YE YANT A BETTER 

SUBWAY SYSTEM, YE HAVE GOT TO REFUSE TO POT UP WITH THI ONETBIY'RE GIVING US .... 

THE UNDERGROUND FRONT ORGANIZATION IS DEVOTED TO FIGHTING BAC[ AGAINST THE 

MT A UNTIL YE FORCE THEM TO IMPROVE. OUR DEMANDS ARE STRAIGBTTORY ARD: GIVE US A 
DECENT MASS TRANSIT SYSTEM AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE. NO MORE. NO USS. IF THE CITY 
PLANS TO RAISE THE F.ARE, THEY BETTER GET READY FOR A FIGHT. WE WILL NOT COOPEJIATI. 
WE WILL LET THEIi now YE ARE NOT SATISFIED. , 

WE URGE ALL NH TORtERS TO NOT PAY FOi THI SUBWAY. WHENEVER TOO HAVE THI 
CHANCE TO SHEA[ IN WITHOUT PA TING, JUMP THE TURNSTILE, LET PEOPLE IN FOR FREE ... DO 

ITI UNTIL THE SUH AT IS WORTH PAYING FOR, YE WILL NOT PAY. UNTIL THEY START 
CHARGING A REASONABLE PRICE FOR A TOHN, YE WILL NOT PAT. 

WE ARE THE ENEMIES OF RACIST TRANSIT COPS WHO ARE NOT WORRIED ABOUT STOPPING 
CRIME BOT JUST CARE ABOUT CATCHING SUBWAY JUMPERS AND ARRESTING INNOCENT PEOPLE 
SO IT LOOts GOOD ON THEIR RECORD. WE ARE NOT THE ENEMIES OF UNDERPAID, MISTREATED 

TRANSIT WOUERS, WHO HA VE TO PUT UP WITH THI SAKE SHIT AS sun AT RIDERS. WE AS( 
TRANSIT YOR[ERS TO LOO[ THE OTBII YA Y NEIT TIIIE SOIIEBODY HOPS A TURNSTILE. WE ARE 

ON TOUR SIDE. 

AS son AY CONDITIONS GET WORSE, AND AS YE GET CLOSER AND CLOSER TO HIGHER 

FARES, YOU'LL BE BEARING FROII US. REllEIIBEI : THI SUBY AT IS HERE TO SEJ!VI YOU, THE 

PEOPLE OF NEY YOU . HELP MUE THE RIDE A DECENT ONE. 

IS 
Beatings. Torture. Killinqs . 
Deportations. Demolitions. 
Curfews. Concentration camps. 
Military Occupation. Starvation. 

Much More. 

SEE ISRAEL. SEE FOR YOURSELF 
BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE: 

SHADOW #1 - (March 1989) - 'Tompkins Square Task Farce' • 
Liberty Under Siege, Marilyn Buck interview, Gaurdian Angels, 
Research ... 

SHADOW #6 - (September 1989) - 'Tompkins Sq. Everywhere!!' , 
Tompkins Square one year after pig riot. Day of Outrage - Black 
teenager killing leads to uprising vs. pigs, Anarchist Convention in SF, 
Tompkins Sq, Park Notebook, ';Jown by I.aw' - legal advice by 
lawyer, Cop Watch, Tompkins Sq. homeless camp at the Unrted 
Nations Plaza, Shadow reporter busted, Huey Newtor, assassination, 

SHADOW #2 · (April 1989) • 'Oomioo Effect' • Squat Building 
Demolished, Piss Test info. Shadow Shrt List, More Shadow 
Research ... 
SHADOW #3 · (May 1989) • 'HPD Strikes Again' - Another Squat 
Demolrtion, Homesteaders Hold Ground, Keystone Kop Komedy 
Kidnap Kaper, Abbie Hoffman Memorial , Lt. McKenna vs. Freedom of 
Speech ... 
SHADOW #4 - (June 1989) - 'Death Penalty for Killer Cops' - cops 
kill black man and spark uprising, Curfew Fizzles on Avenue A. HPD 
Srt-in, Charter Revision Fraud, Squat defense benefrt concert, Secret 
St. Marks Pl. Block Assoc. vs. Peddlers ... 
SHADOW #5 · (July/August 1989) - (very few left!!) - 'Pigs Attack the 
Homeless' - Intensity in Tent City, Tompkins Square Notebook, Real 
story behind flag burning case in supreme Court , Skinheads vs. Flag 
Protestors, Abbie Hottman Memorial ... 

! 

SHADOW ADVERTISING RATES: 

CLASSIFIED, BULLETIN BOARD, 
AND PERSONALS--$1.00 PER 
LINE, 23 SPACES EACH LINE, 
NO MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM 
BUSI NESS CARD SIZE--$1 0 .00 

LARGE ADS-( YOUR ARTWORK+ 
LAYOUT OR OURS)--
1/8 PAGE--$30. 00 
1/ 4 PAGE--$50.00 
1/ 2 PAGE-$100.00 
LONG TERM RATES ARE NEGOTIABLE 

CASH OR MONEY ORDERS MADE 
PAYABLE TO CASH ARE THE ONLY 
ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF PAYMENT 

20'" Anniversary of Woodstock. .. · 
SHADOW #7 - (October/November 1989) - 'Riot Cops Beat Rap' -
Riot pigs attack oommunity center, Squatters foil demolrtion attempt, 
Community Board 3 vs. Tompkins Square, Activist lawyer busted for 
jaywalking,_ 'Homelessness and State Repression', Truth behind the 
Housing Now march to Washington, 'Down by Law' - legal advice, 
Cop Watch, NYC Charter oonvention, Berkeley Pot Smoke-In, Yolanda 
Ward assassination ... 

(PLEASE SEND $2.00 CASH FOR YOUR FIRST ISSUE AND $1.00 
CASH FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ISSUE. THEY WILL BE MAILED 
TO YOU BY FIRST CL.ASS MAIL) 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE $10.00 PER 
YEAR, OR $1.00 PER COPY BY 
FIRST CLASS MAIL. DONATIONS 
ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. THE 
SHADOW WILL BE SENT FREE TO 
ALL PRISONERS, INCLUDING THOSE 
IN THE MILITARY, AND WE WILL 
TRADE ISSUES WITH OTHER 
POLITICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

FREE AD SPACE WILL BE PROVIDED 
FOR NON-PROFIT GROUPS WITH A 
SOCIAL/POLITICAL PURPOSE AS 
SPACE ALLOWS. 

SEND ADS, INQUIRIES, AND ALL 
CORRESPONDENCE TO: SHADOW 
PRESS, PO BOX 20298,NY,NY,10009 

TelephoL! : (212)714-3783 
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PARKS PIGS ...._ D HOMELESS 
IN THE PARK--AGAlN!! 
At city councilwoman Miriam Fri~dlander's "public meeting " 
on November 15, at which Community Board~ members.and cops 
got priority and members of the public waited outside for 
an hour, she unveiled her plan for a "help center" for the 
homeless in Tompkins Square Park, to run for thr~e weeks. 
It has proven to be nothing more than a thinly disguised . 
referral center for the notorious city shelter system (which 
she denied at her meeting), providing no more "help" than an 
occasional cold sandwich, leaflets, and referrals to _ shel­
ters. It was announced that after the three week period , the 
Parks Dept would move in and tear down all tents and shel­
ters erected by the homeless to protect them from the cold 
weather. 
Park residents, along with neighborhood supporters and 
activ ist attorney Stanley Cohen, attempted to work out a 
peaceful productive alternative_to having their ~ents and 
belo ng ings destroyed by collecting hundreds of signatures of 
people living near the park supportin~ the ~ight _of the home ­
less to live in the park, and by meeting twice with Mayor­
elect Dav i d Dinkins' right-hand man, Bill Lynch on December 
6th and 8th. In spite of this, park residents expected to be 
hit o n or shortly after December 9th, which was the end o f 
t he three week period described by Friedlander. 
At approximately 8:00AM on the morning o f December 14th, t he 
PEP Boys (Park Enforcement Patrol, aka "Parks Pigs" ) , once 
again backed up b y 40 cops, o nce a ga in attacked the homeless 
residents o f Tompkins Square Park. This time, they hit one 
sectio n at a time, going f o r Tent City, the most politicall y 
active and organized camp in the park, first. Many people, 
ha v ing gone through this already several times over the past 
six months, refused to allow the parks pigs to have their 
wa y , so after taking their belongings and what they needed, 
many park residents burned what was left, leav ing the pigs 
with raging bonfires and a huge mess to deal with. 
At 11:00 or so, it was announced that a demonstration and 
take o ver of a warehoused apartment building at 343 East 10th 
Street was taking place. (This building is owned by the · 
KALIKOW family, the same sleazoids who own the NY COM-POST 
newspaper, and who own the entire stretch of buildings alonq 
the west side of Avenue B, between 10th and 11th Streets, 
and all the buildings from the corner of 10th and Ave B up 
to the Public Library on 10th Street. Most of them contain 
warehoused vacant units, and the rest are mostly on rent · 
strike.) Soon, 20-30 people rushed inside, accompanied by 
television crews from Channels 2 and 11, and a Village Voice 
reporter. When the cops came and blocked off the front of 
the building, people inside escaped down the fire escapes in 
the back, through the rear of the Life Cafe, and through the 
windows of sympathetic neighbors . 
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HOMELESS MAN HOLDS MIRROR UP TO CAPT.SAVAGE 
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SHADOW EDlTOK BU.STED!! 
BY CHRIS Fl.ASH 
After I entered into the vestibule area to take phot?s of 
the demonstrators inside, I was trapped by Captain Savage, 
Sergeant Spinosa, and P.O.Rollo when they burst through t~e 
outer street door. At first, Rollo tried to push me outsice, 

• II 1n? ti but then Savage blocked my way, saying yo~ wanna go •· 
several times. He then had me arrested for Trespassing_ , 
and Rollo immediately threw me against the wall and tried 
pathetically to handcuff me as Savage recited "All the 
world's a staae ... " Rollo walked me throug h the park t o get 
to the pa ddy ~agon with the cuffs on my wrists as tightl~ as 
possible. On the way, I passed both Deputy Inspecto r ~ ulian 
and Inspector Gelfand, both of whom know me as the e d ~to r of 
the SHADOW. Julian asked,"were you inside?" . I t o ld h im I 
was onl y in the vestibule and that I was reporting fo r t he 
SHADOW, but he said he couldn't do anything abo ut it.In s pec ­
t o r Gelfand onl y smiled broadl y as he watched me get led 
away by Rollo. 
The paddy wag on took me back to t~e bu~ld ing '. where 1 3 mo r e 
pe ople wer e a rrested for trespassing, includ ing thre e photo ­
graphers, t he editor of t he Penumbra, and anot her SHADOW 
r eporter. We were taken t o the 7th p r ecinct o n Pitt St ree t, 
where we were f inger-printed and p ho tog r aphed a nd p l ac e d i n 
a holding cell after they took our shoe l ac es and belts . (Di d 
they think we would hang ourselv es over a ''trespassing " 
charge????) Everyone received DATs(Desk Appearance T i ck e ts ) 
except f o ur Hispanics who lived in the park and had no 
address to gi ve the cops, and ME. ( In my rush to get t o the 
park that morning, I neglected to bring my ID)So, after go ­
ing through the motions of pretending to try to verify my 
name and address, P.O.Rollo refused to let me get a DAT, a nd 
had me put through the system. 

In Central Booking, I met"Gigilo" from the park-- he had been 
arrested earlier after punching a cop who had. pushed and 
punched him when Gigilo got ·upset at finding his shelter 
burning and his belongings missing when he returned from his 
job. "At least I got a roof over my head now", he said, as 
he stretched out on the floor. Another brother I met there 
was Tyrone, who got busted outside the ABC Center by pigs 
who claimed they were looking for outstanding warrants. tI 
wondered if they would have paid a ny attention to him if he 
hadn't been at ABC). After being in the system for a full 36 
hours, I got to see a judge and got released on my own re­
cognizance(known as an "ROR"). The first place I went to 
when I got out was back to the 

GIGILO (RIGHT.) FINDS HIS CAMP AND BELONGINGS 
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SLEAZE FACTOR JOINS 

\.-~ By NASHUA 

"La Plaza Cultural" is a pa rk and gard en founded -ny~a c o ­
alition of community groups in the 1970's at the corner of 
East 9th Street and Avenue Con Manhattan's Lower East Side. 
The park is now threatened with destruction and is at the 
center of a bitter legal battle t hat was sparked in 1987 by 
a p lan sponsored by a local non-profi t housing dev elopment 
g roup and f unded through the Department o f Ho using and 
Urban Development's (HUD) Sectio n 20 2 program. The housing 
group, Lower East Side Coalition Housing Development (LESCHD) 
wants to build 79 units of senior citizen housing on the 
site in a project they call "Casa Victoria". 

After losing an earlier attempt to stop the Casa Victoria 
pro~ect, a loose knit group of 9th Street residents, squat­
ters and homeless activists known as the "La Plaza Defense 
League" have filed a suit in Federal Court to bar construc­
tion. The original State Court suit was thrown out by a 
judge who ruled that an environmental impact statement was 
not necessary for the housing project. The suit filed in 
Federal Court says that the plans for Casa Victoria are 
being persued by New York City and HUD despite allegations 
that Senator Alphonse D'Amato used his influence to guaran­
tee his supporters a piece of the project. 

The Casa Victoria project has been the target of FBI inves­
tigators looking into the D'Amato allegations. La Plaza 
supporters say they have been approached by FBI agent Tom 
Barton of the Bureau's Long Island office,who has "asked 
a lot of questions about LESCHD" and, they say, its former 
director Luis Nieves, who was also chairman of Community 
Board 3 at the time that Casa Victoria was proposed for the 
La Plaza site. D'Amato is connected to the Casa Victoria 
project through a HUD regional director, Joseph Monticciolo, 
a long time D'Amato crony elevated through the direct in­
tervention of then President Ronald Reagan. According to 
HUD economist David Burns, who has the authority to recom­
mend or reject proposals, the site at the corner of Avenue 
C and East 9th Street is too close to other large public 
housing projects, and therefore, he had intended to reject 
the proposal. However, Monticciolo made it clear, according 
to Burns, that the economist's career might hinge on his 
approval of the La Plaza site for the housing project. 

The construction company hired by then LESCHD director Luis 
Nieves was JOBCO, a Great Neck, Long Island firm that do­
nated at least $25,000 to D'Amato's campaigns. JOBCO hosted 
a fund raiser for the Senator, and the company is represent­
ed by D'Amato's brother Armand, who heads a Mineola law 
firm. According to a report by Mark Green, a New York City 
attorney who ran against D'Amato in the 1986 election, 
JOBCO managed to land over $20 million in HUD work in 
Nassau County, New York and White Plains, although the 
company's work was described as "incompetent" by agencies 
it worked with . The Wh i te Plains Housing Authority hea d 
said J OBCO was "forced down our throat" after pressure by 
HUD a dministrator Joseph Monticciolo. 

Bo th Luis Nieves and current LESCHD director and Community 
Boa r d 3 member Antonio Pagan hav e said J OBCO was hired 
because t he c ompany had the best qualificat ions for the j ob. 
But JOBCO , c it i ng the need for below-ground piling s due to 
under ground streams fl owing under La Plaza, pulled out o-f­
t he Casa Vic toria projec t in September. According to HUD 
o f f i c ials, HUD Section 202 housing is not to be built on 
p ilings, and information on the soil conditions must be 
included on Section 202 application forms. HUD officials in 
t he New York office say they hav e been unable to locate the 
o r i g i nal a pplication forms for Casa Victoria. 

Aides t o Se nato r D'Amato have said that no technical or 
s pecial help was given by his staff for the Casa Victoria 
proj e c t. However, a l etter supporting Casa Victoria,dated 
Augu s t 14 , 198 6 , and s ign e d by D'Ama t o on o f ficial Senate 
stationary , is part o f HUD's fi le on t he pro j ec t . 

According to Luis . Ni eves, who confro n ted mo r e than a hun ­
dred angry neighborhood r e sidents j ust l e arn i ng of the 
housing project , LESCHD wa s plann i ng to bui ld t he senior 
housing on East 4th Street near Avenue D, but HUD officia l s 
in Washington included the s ite on a li s t of HUD pro jects 
axed f o r blatant violations of the age ncy 's guide l ines . In 
De cember 1986, Casa Victoria's sponsors amended the project 
to t h e site of La Plaza Cultural . A letter f r om the ci t y ' s 
Department of Housing, Preservation and Development (HPD) 
s upports t he site change. 

La Plaza suppor ters say they are in favor of housing, but 
po i nt out that t here are many other already vacant lots 
nea rby tha t could be used for Casa Victoria without dis­
t urbing the community space . However, supporters of Casa 
Victoria insist t hat the La Plaza activ ists are outsiders 
to the neighborhood . A staunch supporter of the Casa Vic­
toria plan is J o int Planning Council (JPC ) member Val 

... 

,,,,. 

Orselli. He concedes t h a t Casa Victor i a p r o ponents could 
have had "better communic ation" with peop le i n the neigh­
borhood, but he insists that most La P l aza supporters don't 
represent the majority of Lower East Siders. 

La Plaza supporter Don Yorti calls charges of being an out­
side agitator "ridiculous", because he says he has lived 
across from La Plaza for more than a decade, La Plaza 
supporters also point to HUD guidel i nes that require at 
least 50% of residents of Section 202 housing be from out­
~ the neighborhood in which the pro j ect is being built, 

JPC member Philip Van Aver, says that JPC, which represents 
Lower East Side non-profit development groups, is "out of 
touch with realities" in the neighborhood. He says the 
group is "not interested in the issue of shelters" and 
s ponsors no housing p r ogra ms fo r sing l e pe ople , l i ke the 
ho meless resid ents o f Tompkins Squa r e Park . 
Charas, a loca l community arts g roup , began La Plaza as a 
s ymbo l of t he community known as Loisaida, between Avenue B 
and the housing projects along the East River. The corner 
lot is focused around a small amphitheatre built into a 
hillside overlooking a paved performance area. On one side 
is the 9th Street community garden, and the other side is 
an open green space where homemade playground equipment and 
a flower garden are shaded by several towering weeping 
willow trees. On the walls along the south side of _La Plaza 
are huge colorful murals supporting struggles in South 
Africa, Central America, and against drugs and slumlords on 
the Lower East Side. 

Across the Avenue from La Plaza, a large expanse of empty 
land stretches east to Avenue D. A block long line of aban­
doned buildings on Avenue C await demolition. Meanwhile, 
crack heads and junkies use the structures to sell and con­
sume. On 9th Street, a building is being used by squatters 
and another squat overlooks La Plaza from 8th Street. The 
squatters say they have reclaimed their buildings from the 
drug dealers and together with 9th Street residents, · they 
have kept the park under surveillance and locked up at n ~ght 
to discourage its use as a drug market, A year and a ha ~f 
ago, an aging 
ago, a man named Kalif set up a soup kitchen that fed a 
thousand homeless people each day. Residents say they closed 
the kitchen down after a year in operation because police 
began pushing drug dealers from other corners into La Plaza 
in order to facilitate busts. 

After the soup kitchen phase, La Plaza supporters built 
playground equipment and encouraged neighborhood children 
to use the space. On a warm day~ groups of children can be 
seen using the park's meager facilities. Its supporters say 
La Plaza is an important resource for children in the area, 
which has been historically short of recreational space. 

The suit preventing construction of the Section 202 project 
on La Plaza is being put on hold for a month after a request 
for adjournment by HUD. An extension of the HUD money for 
Casa Victoria runs out at the end of December. Federal Judge 
Michael Mukasey stepped down from the case, citing his close 
friendship with former prosecutor Rudolph Giuliani, who is 
expected to challenge D'Amato for his Senate seat in 1992. 
Mukasey is also a D'Amato appointee to the bench. 
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HUD SCANDAL INVESTIGATION 
MAY SAVE LA PLAZA CULTURAL 

On Thursday, November 16, 1989 at City Hall, a meeting of 
the soon-to-be-disbanded Board of Estimate took place. On 
the agenda was a proposal by the Department of Housing, 
Preservation and Development(HPD) to sell the site of La 
Plaza Cultural (described as Block#391, Lots #23,#24,#30, 
#42, and #43) to the Lower East Side Coalition Housing 
Development(LESCHD) of 187-89 Avenue B for ONE DOLLAR!! 
HPD also recommended that the transferred real estate be 
100% tax exempt!! (The Casa Victoria project would consist 
of 79 units in a six-story building, along with a parking 
lot. Federal funds--our taxes--would pay for the project, 
which total .cost is estimated at $7,298,670.00, or $91,233.00 
per unit. As planned, each apartment would rent for over 
$1,000.00 per month, with the government subsidizing 80% of 
the rent, while tenants still pay $300.00 per month. A 
parking lot would provide space for owners to park their 
cars.°) 

The Board of Estimate hearing on La Plaza was scheduled for 
noon, but did not begin until after 5:30PM. Meanwhile, La 
Plaza supporters waited patiently. At first, they were told 
by guards they would have to wait outside until the issue 
was to be addressed because they are from the area of 
Tompkins Square, but finally, they were ~llowed inside, 
where they waited for over 5 hours. Strangely enough, no 
members of the LESCHD waited there--they and several members 
of Community Board 3 arrived together at 5:00. Somehow, they 
seemed to know exactly when the hearing was taking place!! 

Eighteen people from the neighborhood of La Plaza expressed 
their objections to the Casa Victoria project being built 
on the site of La Plaza, suggesting many other sites nearby, 
and urging preservation of La Plaza. In addition, Pastor 
Wallenberg of the Lutheran Church on East 9th Street gave 
his letter of support. 

During the hearing, different people sat in for almost all 
of the Board members, including Mayor Koch, Manhattan Baro 
President David Dinkins, and most of the city's other Boro 
Presidents. Community Board 3 members were laughing, chat­
ting and passing papers to the sit-ins, who did not appear 
to even look at any of the documents submitted ~y th~ La 
Plaza supporters. They also didn't see~ to ~e lis~ening to 
any o~ ~h~ speakers against the Casa Victoria proJect 

be : ore they voted to approve the title transfer to LESCHD-­
(a decision that appeared to have been made long before the 

publiri "hearing", even though Councilwoman Friedlander re­
ceived over 150 personal letters of support for La Plaza). 

After the La Plaza supporters spoke, president of LESCHD and 
CB3 member Antonio Pagan told the Board that La Plaza is "a 

vacant lot ... a drug-ridden hell hole that should be wiped 
off the face of the Earth ... " Community Board 3 members 
Krystyna PiorKOWska and Anne Johnson called supporters of 
La Plaza "outside agitators", and claimed that they don't 
reoresent the community around the park. Pagan also told 
th~ Board that there are no investigations involving the 
Casa Victoria project resulting from the D'Amato/ HUD scandal, 
which is untrue. 

Two days earlier, on November 14, the city tried to present 
a"notice of eviction" addressed to "John and Jane Doe", to 
leave "the fenced lot on the corner of East 9th Street and 
Avenue C". Along with the notice came a bill from the city's 
Department of Real Property claiming that $53,755.00 in 
back rent is owed to the city for the use of the park!! 

Some nearby businesses and store owners are afraid to openly 
show their support for La Plaza because they fear retaliation 
by c ertain CB3 members who can use their influence against 
them in the form of sanitation fines, denying permits, etc. 
As a result, most of them are supporting La Plaza anonymously, 
donat ing money, food and toys for neighborhood kids. Some 
Hispanic residents are hesitant to openly support La Plaza, 
even though they and their children enjoy the park, because 
they are living in subsidized housing projects managed by 
groups opposed to La Plaza, and they too fear reprisals. 

Since the "hearing", the La Plaza Defense League and local 
residents haved filed a suit in Federal Court to halt the 
city's plans to transfer title to La Plaza, and to prevent 
its destruction. The suit is asking the court for "an in­
junctive relief" pending the outcome of ongoing investiga­
tions of the LESCHD, the people that are behind it, and 
their funding. Some issues raised in the investigations 
include the relationship between Luis Nieves and Community 
Board 3, and Nieves' connection to the LESCHD, the reasons 
behind the sudden reversal of New York ' HUD's rejection of 
the La Plaza site for the housing project, the lack of en­
vironmental .impact studies, the excuse used by JOBCO con­
struction company for their withdrawal from the project, 
soil tests indicating the need for pile driving in an under­
ground stream, and allegations of political pressure, pay­
offs, arm twisting, and corruption on the local, state and 
Federal levels (which has resulted in what is being called 
the "HUD scandal") 

At the last court date in Federal District Court last De­
cember, HUD lawyers requested an adjourn~ent ~hile ~UD re­
views its decision to finance the Casa Victoria proJect. 
The project has been under new scrutiny ~ince a fro~t page 
article appeared in the NY Times concerning connections be­
tween Senator D'Amato and Casa Victoria, as well as other 
housing projects. Judge William Conn~r ag~eed t~ a temp~rary 
restraining order halting the Casa Victoria proJect until 
HUD decides on their $7 million loan for the project. HUD 
spokesman Craig Stewart said he would try to make a d7cision 
by January 10th. So far, in spite of th7 Board of Estimate 
recommendation, title to the La Plaza site has not been 
transferred to LESCHD.-

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE STRUGGLE Tq SAVE LA PLAZA 
CULTURAL, PLEASE CONTACT: LA PLAZA DEFENSE LEAGUE, 
649 EAST 9TH STREET--APT#2D, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10009, 
OR CALL: (212)673-6463 

NEIGHBORS WORKING TOGETHER ON 

Federal Judge urges legalized d.rugs 
Drugs from cocaine to heroin should be legalized, taxed and dispensed by 

the state because the so-called war on drugs is failing, Manhattan Federal 
Judge Robert W. Sweet said yesterday. . 

"I suggest it is time to abolish the prohibition - to cease treating indulgence 
in mind-alteration as a crime," Sweet said in remarks to be delivered to the 
Cosmopolitan Club. 

The result "would be the elimination of the profit motive, the gangs, the drug 
dealers," Sweet said. 

Sweet said the current effort to stem the drug epidemic by putting more peo­
ple in jail is not working. 

"The war on drugs has failed to stop the traffic, or to alter the social patterns 
which produce the phenomena," he said. . 

Sweet is former federal prosecutor and a deputy mayor under Repubhc~n 
Mayor John Lindsay. 

D' Amato Allegations Prompt Suit 
In interviews in The New York 

Times and New York Newsday, David 
Bums, a regional economist for HUD, 
said he was told by a D'Amato appoin ­
tee, formo:r regional administrator Jo­
seph Monticciolo, to approve the pro­
ject even though Burns believed there 
was already too much subsidized hous­
ing in the area. 

After Bums reversed his findings, the 
contractor was designated as JOBCO, 
Inc., a Great Neck, L.I., developer that 
contributed to D:Amato's &ampaign. 

· ;'JO~ later~~f)i'f>ject 
because of construction difficulties. 

1 
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FRIEDLANDER :F.REIXKS f<f PuBLIC ME'ETIN6! 
SETS THE STAGE FOR TOMPKINS SQ. HOMELESS EVlCTIONS,, , 
On November 15, a "public meeting" was called by City Coun­
cilwoman Miriam Friedlander and Manhattan Borough President 
(now Mayor-elect) David Dinkins in order to announce a plan 
concerning the fate of the homeless residents of Tompkins 
Square Park. The meeting place, Public School 20 on Essex 
Street, was surrounded by a multitude of police and their 
vehicles, apparently expecting the worst from neighborhood 
people that would be attending. At the corner of Essex and 
Houston, a paddy wagon, 10 . motor scooters,. more vehicles 
and riot cops were seen. Behind the school, more riot cops 
carrying their helmets in special blue bags were seen, and 
the front of the school was blocked off with police barriers 
surrounded by about 50 cops, including ranking officers. 
One observer commented,"there are enough salaries here to 
rehabilitate at least one building". 

At 5:50PM, approximately 150 marchers coming from a rally 
in Tompkins Square Park arrived at the school, escorted by 
scooter cops who pushed them onto the sidewalk by driving 
their scooters into them. They were forced behind the police 
barriers, where they waited to be admitted to the meeting. 

At 6:00, police allowed members of Community Board 3 (CB3) 
and the more right-wing elements opposed to the homeless in 
the park, including Phil LaLumia, Krystyna PiorKOWska, and 
Antonio Pagan, to enter the school ahead of everyone else, 
since they had been waiting behind a special police barrier 
to the right of the main entrance. Also present (and enter­
ing ahead of time) was Edgar Kulkin, the "special assistant" 
to HPD Commissioner Abraham Biderman,who oversaw the demo­
litions of squatter-occupied buildings on East 8th Street 
earlier this year, and whose job is on shakey ground now 
that there is a new Mayor. When asked why h~ was there, he 
said,"you know I have an interest in this community ... I'm 
interested in this meeting to see what they're planning for 
the park". Two video pigs were also present, filming the 
vocal demonstrators waiting outside. 

At 6:20, as rule sheets governing the behavior of those 
still waiting outside were handed out, special guest stars 
Henry Stern (Parks Commissioner) and Patrick Pomposello 
(Manhattan Borough Parks Commissioner) arrived, making the 
scene look like a movie premiere,complete with police escort. 
By 6:45, everyone else was allowed inside. The middle of the 
auditorium quickly filled with neighbors, activists, and the 
homeless, while the right wingers and anti-homeless, some of 
them wearing green paper tags which said:"Bring Back the 
Park", sat clustered together on one side' of the room. The 
ratio of homeless supporters to anti-homeless was about 2:1. 
As the people filed in, the actors were already on stage-­
Friedlander, Stern, and Deputy Manhattan Borough President 

POLITI CAL ACTIVIST 
As he left the public meeting set up by City Councilperson 
Miriam Friedlander at P.S.20 on November 15, longtime poli­
tical activist Joel Meyers was arrested by _6. plaincl.ot.h.,e.s 
detectives from the 6th precinct and charged with "aggrava­
ted harrassment", based on a criminal complaint signed. b¥ 
Tim James, president of the Village Reform Democrat Club 
(VRDC) , which is also known as former mayor Koch's poli t ·ical .., 
crony clubhouse. 

Tim James, of 59 West 10th St. (phone number:475-2775), is 
the boyfriend of District Leader Liz Shollenberger (60 East 
9th St., phone number:473-2787), who is named as a witness 
in the complaint. Shollenberger is also associated with the 
secret "2-3 Saint Mark's Block Association" run by ultra­
right-wing-fanatics Krystyna PiorKOWska and Kate Walter that 
is trying to eliminate peddlers and homeless people from the 
Lower East Side. 

James has been heard speaking publicly,denouncing Joel at 
length for several months, and has said that Joel lives in 
Tompkins Square Park, and that Joel was friends with the 
recently suspected murderer Dan Rakowitz. As a result, many 
believe that he is obsessed with Joel for some reason.James 
now claims that he has received threatening telephone calls 
from Joel from September through November 13, including an 
alleged bomb threat. James claims that he recorded t 'he calls 
and he identifies Joel as the caller. James was also present 
at the community meeting on Nov.ls and pointed Joel out to 
Detective Louis Richardson, who waited until after the meet­
ing to arrest him. 

As Joel was being arrested, Lt.Robert McKenna, of the 6th 
and 9th precincts, told him,"I know who you are, you know 
who I am, you know I don't like you, so you're going through 
the system". Even though Joel gave police more than one 
piece of positive identification--driver's license, voter 
registration card, and a pay check stub, Detective Richard­
son insisted that Joel lives in the park, as he was told by 
James . He told Joel that he would need people to come for­
ward to verify his address, but when they came to the 6th 
precinct to do so, they were told that it was too late be­
cause Joel had given the park as his address, which was not 
true. After being rejected for a Desk Appearance Ticket(DAT), 
Joel was put through the system for two full days before he 
was released on his own recognizance by the judge, who was 
apparently satisfied with Joel's ID. Charqed with an "A" 

Dennis DeLeon. Twelve cops stood by manning the exits, and 
several covered the stage area. Also present were Lower East 
Side activist attorneys Stan Cohen and Ron Kuby. 

Friedlander, acting as the MC, threatened to have anyone 
evicted from the meeting if they spoke out of turn, using 
the massive police presence to back herself up. In spite of 
this, many people loudly voiced their disapproval and outrage 

over the policies of the Parks Department and the abuse of 
homeless people in the park. Several times, she tried to have 
people removed from the auditorium, but each time the cops 
approached the people, both Kuby and Cohen stood and present­
ed their credentials as the people linked arms with others 
and refused to move. Each time, the cops backed off. 
After introducing the other two actors/politicians on stage, 
Friedlander tried to prepare her captive audience for her 
"plan" by entering into a long-winded rambling speech that 
patted herself on the back, saying, " ••• we have fought for 
the rights of all people here to have a home and housing ••• ", · 
among other lies, citing a false record of building rehabs. 

People on both sides continually asked her to stop talking 
and to present the plan for the park, but Miriam was not yet 
done performing and she wanted to milk the show for all it 
was worth. She said that over a month ago, she "met with 
volunteer groups and agencies and the Boro President and 
Parks Dept, and came up with a plan ••• to see what alterna­
tives were available .•. " When someone loudly asked if she had 
talked with peopre in the park, she lied and said she had. 
Then, instead of describing her "plan", she introduced DeLeon 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

3 STOOG'E:s-- (FROM LEFT""T'O RIGHT) : HENRY 
MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER, AND DENNIS DELEON 

tJ BY KOCH CRONIES!! 
misdemeanor, Joel pleaded "Not Guilty", and got a motions 
hea,ring set for December 15, in which his lawyer demanded 
that the evidence be produce~ for the defense to examine. 
Wasting no time at all toexploit.the false charges against 
Jo~L- "repofter" Betsy Herzog, of the Villager newspaper, 
(who is. also km:,wn as "police press" due to her very close 
ties to 9th precinct cops and GOmmunity board 3 members--so 
much for "objectivity"!!), -wrote in the November 23 issue 
a thinly disguised accusatory article entitled:"Myers Arrest­
ed After Threats To VRDC". She wrote that James claims to 
have received more calls after Joel was released, and she 
quoted what was allegedly recorded on James' tape recorder 
to make it appear that the ca·ller responded to the name 
"Joel". She also quoted the caller as saying:" ... those 
stinking cops ... nearly broke my arm questioning me .•• ", even 
though no police brutality occurred during the entire time 
Joel was under arrest. (One can only wonder what Herzog left 
out of her alleged quotes from James' alleged recording!!) 

Joel's lawyer, Bruce Feffer, a former president of the 
Village Independent Democrat Club(VID), the VRDC's arch-rival 
political club, of which Joel is a member of the executive 
board, is very optimistic about Joel's case. The VID has been 
supportive as well. Joel, who says his case"is based on the 
lying say-so of Tim James", is concerned about false witness­
es being used to frame him. If convicted, he faces a year in 
jail. His next court date is January 29, at 100 Centre Street 
in Part AP7, at 9:30AM. 

JOEL AT"FRIEDLANDER'S FREAKOUT" MEETING--NOV.15 



who gave the city's standard line that they are "taking steps 
toward real housing, not HRA shelters". When she introduced 
Stern, he was met with loud boos and hisses as Stern-o 
dollars were waved and passed out to the audience. He rambled 
about "momentous events" in East Germany, and ended by saying 
the Parks Dept has recommended that the tents and homeless 
shelters in Tompkins Square Park be removed. He then quickly 
left the FOOm with a police escort. 

~ 11@ ~!ll.EU) ~filPA ®.t)i}f flH!@t\~: 
BRUTA.LITY ', 

Friedlander finally revealed her "plan" in her typical ramb­
ling manner: to set up a "Help Center" in Tompkins Square 
Park for the homeless, to be run by 20 volunteer organiza­
tions, that would be open from 10AM-6PM for a period of three 
weeks. She said that the Help Center would provide"beds in 
well-supported areas", and stressed that these were "not 
shelter beds, but protected beds". She also said that the 
park would not be closed, but said,"we will be clearing the 
park ••• the park will be returned as a pa·rk after three weeks". 
This was met with applause by the right-wingers. In spite of . 

several requests by audience members, Friedlan_der refused to 
.name the groups that would be running the "Help Center".This 
fueled suspicions that this "plan" was nothing more than 
referrals to the NY City's notorious shelter system run by 
the HRA(Human Resources Administration). After more question-

ing, Friedlander told the audience, "they asked not to be 
identified". Again she said "they are not shelters", but 
when even more people loudly demanded to know who they are, 
she finally caved in and gave a handfull of names: East Side 
Services Center, Manhattan Borough Project, Partnership for 
the Homeless, Beth Israel, and Odyssey House. One man in the 
audience angrily pointed out that these groups deal with HRA 
and the shelter system. 

Another issue repeatedly brought up was the ABC Community 
Center on East Fourth Street. Several speakers told Fried­
lander that ABC is more than large enough to handle all of 
the homeless people in the park that the right-wingers are so 
anxious to get rid of. Many asked for her support in getting 
the Center returned to the community, but she only seemed 
interested in making everyone in the room be quiet. 

After the meeting, it was revealed that 15-20 people from 
various social agencies and religious groups that provide 
help for the homeless were not allowed inside, even though 

Friedlander requested them to appear there, and though many · 
other people had already exitted the meeting. Susanne Ferco, 
director of "The Street Sheet", which lists places where the 
homeless can get free meals and clothing, complained that 
even though she was invited, Friedlander refused to acknow­
ledge her presence. Another person locked out was Father 
Harvey, the rector of St.Augustin's Episcopal Church, who 
said that Friedlander's office would hear about this, adding 
"I'm mad as hell". 

As he left the building, DeLeon admitted the "Help Center" 
won't provide housing, only referrals. He said referrals 
won't be to shelters, but that "HRA are doing the outreach, 
and will be staffing the booth and directing services". 

Less than two weeks later, at the November 28th meeting of 
Community Board 3, Friedlander told those preseri!, (including 
many cops in the -audience), that the "Help Center" in the 
park is a "success". She claimed that 55 homeless people were 
"served" on the first day of operation and 54 the next day, 
even though the "services" rendered usually consisted of no­
thing more than staffers answering questions about the "Help" 
Center", and giving out leaflets and cold sandwiches to the 
homeless. She also admitted that the "Help Center" refers 
homeless people to the shelters, including special "work 
shelters" in Brooklyn, and that the ·main co-ordinator of the 
"Help Center" is the· HRA! ! 

' . 
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DINKINS' orrlCE 
DEPUTY MAYOR SNUBS HOMELESS 

BY CHRIS FLASH 
On December 6th, the end of the three week grace period 
announced by Councilwoman Friedlander at her "public meeting" 
of November 15th, approximately 20 homeless people from 
Tompkins Square Park, squatters and neighborhood activists 
staged a sit-in at the offices of Manhattan Bero President 
(now Mayor) David Dinkins at #1 Centre Street. They were 
there to demand a meeting with Dinkins in order to enlighten 
him on the real situation in Tompkins Square Park that he 
will be inheriting from former Mayor Koch on January 1st, 
and to try to prevent the upcoming eviction of the homeless 
and their shelters from the park. As they waited for their 
meeting, some called the media and t~ld them what was going 
on, but when the media called Dinkins' office for confirma­
tion, they were told, "those reports are unfounded". As the 
hours went on, the sit-ins were joined by their lawyer, Stan 
Cohen, who was called to represent them, and Father Kuhn of 
St.Brigid's church, who came to show his support and re-it­
erate his proposal that 10 city-owned abandoned buildings be 
made available to the homeless. After waiting for 3 hours, 
they were finally met by Dinkins' assistant (now Deputy 
Mayor) William Lynch, who agreed to meet them in two days. 

On December 8th, even more people from Tompkins Square met 
with Lynch in a conference room. They spent the next 3 hours 
explaining what was really happening in the park, that people 
in the park look out for each other--unlike the predators in 
the city's shelter ~ystem, that there is a lot of community 
support for the homeless, and that Dinkins should not only 
pay attention to the more vocal -anti-homeless minority who 
are politically-connected and who have formed groups against 
the homeless, -such as the "Tompkins Square Neighborhood 
Coalition", led by"l'i-ght-wing prick Antonio Pagan, who has 
been loudly ranting and raving that the park is "a haven for 
drug dealers and users.(It should be noted that Pagan was 
appointed to Community Board 3 by Dinkins). They also point­
ed out that the ABC Community Center building on East Fourth 
Street could easily accomodate all of the homeless in the 
park and more. 

Before the meeting, Lynch stated Dinkins' position as:"He 
supports the removal of the structures from the park". At 
the end of the meeting, he re-stated this position, seemingly 
unmoved by the speakers and their pleas to find an alterna­
tive to tearing down the homeless shelters in the park. How­
ever, he did agree to go to Tompkins Square Park "to see for 
myself what's going on", and said he would be there Sunday, 
December 10th. 

At 11:00 Sunday morning, dozens of neighbors waiting to meet 
Mr.Lynch were told by Father Kuhn that Lynch's office called 
to say that he couldn't make it because he was bed-ridden 
with a cut finger!! Many felt angered and betrayed by Lynch, 
w~ose wor~ t~ey

1
acce~ted as the basis for ending the occupa­

t1on of D1nk1ns off1ces. Even one of the cops assigned to 
the park said, "He's full of shit!!" when he heard what Lynch 
did. As a result of more broken promises and more politicians 
lies, several people decided to take matters into their own 
hands and take it to the streets .... 

Several arrests took place after the meeting on Avenue A near 
3rd Street as 25-30 people marched Up Avenue A to the park. 
Some of them were cut off by scooter cops following when they 
tried to cross the street. When they tried to walk around the 
pigs, two women were pounced upon and beaten by the pigs. They 
and two men were arrested and charged with "Disorderly 
Conduct". They were all released after receiving DATs. 

' ' . • ► 
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I can't remember the last time I got up at 8:30 in the morn­
ing to attend early Mass. Come to think of it, I've never 
gotten up on any Sunday morning to attend Mass. That is, not 
until last December 10th. That morning, ACT-UP (AIDS Coali­
tion to Unleash Power) and WHAM (Women's Health Action and 
Mobilization) staged the largest demonstration ever held in 
front of St.Patrick's Cathedral at 49th Street and Fifth Ave 
with 4500 strong. And I do mean staged, for the air was thick 
with the theatric atmosphere of the Mardi Gras. Robed and 
crowned cardinals abounded, carrying placards proclaiming 
"Safe Sex Saves Lives" and "Play Politics, Pay Taxes". Sur­
real sisters handed out permission slips for indulgent be­
havior while colorful clowns amused other protesters with 
boxing puppets whose right hooks were clearly earmarked for 
Cardinal O'Connor's chiselled Catholic chin. 

And take it on the chin he did as demonstrators chanted and 
picketted for 3 hours in the sub-freezing winter cold. I 
stand impressed by the organizational skills of the ACT-UP/ 
WHAM team. Strategically placed ACT-UP marshalls kept the 
crowd moving and motivated, warning demonstrators of the 
possibility of arrest should they stand in one place for too 
long. Regular civil disobedience took place for those who 
chose to be arrested, 111 in all, and legal counsel was on 
the scene to advise them. Passive disobedience was executed 
with text book perfection. At one point, a group of people 
formed a human chain across Fifth Avenue at 49th Street. 
Seated with arms linked, they blocked the traffic flow. But 
police soon moved in with bright orange stretchers to carry 
protesters' limp bodies away to waiting buses. Other arrests 
were made as the crowd tried time and time again to extend 
the boundaries of the barricades. These arrests were not 
quite as peaceful as before, with some people dragged and 
kicking to the buses. Chanting "North, North!!", the crowd 
attempted to move the demo one block north so they would be 
in front of the Cathedral. They wouldn't let us demonstrate 
there, and the attempt failed, One man kept complaining "Why 
can't we demonstrate in front of the church? This is not a 
protest against Sak's Fifth Avenue!!"(Well not yet, anyway) 

Tensicl,S rose throughout the morning as protesters continued 
to a~ply pressure on the barricades, slowly inching them out 
intu the street. Skirmishes with the cops broke out regular­
ly to heat up the cold winter air. When excessive force was 
used by cops, someone would quickly get the offending pig's 
badge number and begin chanting it. The crowd would join in 
and the officer would back away, confused and fearful. I saw 
one commander · remove one such pig from the front line. It 
would seem that a lesson was learned about the importance 
of getting badge numbers, from the 1988 Tompkins Square Pig 
Riot. 

Meanwhile, back at the Mass inside the Cathedral, protesters, 
cleverly disguised as parishioners, were making their point 
directly to Cardinal O'Connor. In the middle of Mass, they 
began chanting while some laid down in the aisles, chaining 
themselves to the pews. One man who took communion crumbled 
his wafer onto the floor. A crack team of altar boys moved 
in quickly to save the host from desecration, but all the 
king's horses and all the king's men ... !! You must remember 
that according to the tenets of the Catholic faith, the sac­
rament . doesn't just represent the body of Christ, it is the 
body of Christ. 

(I must admit that I found the actions within the Cathedral 
somewhat questionable. I'm not worried about being offensive 
to anyone, but I think it's very important not to infringe 
on anyone's right to worship as they see fit, regardless of 
how ridiculous their belief system might be. If we do, we 
then become like them. Like the idea that we fight against. 
Let them have their Mass, their Sunday miracle. Our message 
was heard loud and clear from the outside:"Stick to religion. 
Stay out of politics.") 

But it seems that the church, and specifically Cardinal 
O'Condom, have no intention of staying out of politics. I 
think they yearn for the old days when church and state were 
one and the same. And though they no longer have the power 
they once weilded, it must be remembered that the church has 
been a major political power in the western world since Con­
stantine convened the council of Nicea in 325A.D. It was 
there and then that it was decided by vote that Jesus was no 
mere mortal, but god himself. The next year, Constantine 
sanctioned the destruction of all heretical writings that 
challenged the orthodox hard line. Then, in 331 A.D., he 
commissioned and financed new copies of the bible. Since in 
303 A.D., the pagan emperor Diocletian destroyed all the 
Christian writings he could find, this allowed the early 
church orthodoxy to revise, edit, and rewrite the gospels to 
fit their own particular political agenda. 

How the church has dealt with heretics to this agenda is 
clear and recorded throughout history. We can follow its. 
trail of blood and torture down through the centuries. In 
1209 it perpetrated the Albigensian Crusade, the wholesale 
slaughter of tens of thousands of heretical Christians 

· ••• t ~ • f t f · .. ·~ ... "'• > •• r.;, 

JOIN FORCES 
AT ST. PATR\C~ 
·CATHEDRAL!! 

known as Cathars, in Southern France. In the town of Bezier 
alone, no less than 15,000 men, women and children were mer­
·cilessly executed--the beginning of a genocidal crusade that 
was to last for 40 years. When one general asked the Pope's 
representative how they would know the heretics from the 
true believers, he was told "Kill them all, god will recog­
nize his own." Two of the heresies the Cathars were said ' to 
have committed were the practice of birth control and abor­

tion. In 1233 came the Holy Inquisition. Before · the witch 
hunts ran their course, an estimated 9 million people, mostly 
women, were drowned, hung, or burned to death. 

Mear.while J back at the protest, things were breaking up. Or 
so it seemed. And I suppose all the media went home since no 
one seemed to report on the march ~hat followed the demon­
stration. 200-300 people took to the streets, marching down 
Seventh Avenue into Times Square like a victorious army re­
turning home from the front. Bewildered tourists buying half 
priced theatre tickets looked on in numb surprise as the 

ACT-UP group belted out the funniest chant of the day:"We're 
here, we're queer, we're not going shopping!!" 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 

Uf© 
')) 

"YER 
7JJ J1l.ltL1GJON 

,S£ YtJHf!! 

.!! 
I r .i. ., "- ._ ~ ' , 



SHADOW#8--Page 9 

CIJMMfJNf . ~ I 

BYC()MMV. ·· 
ABC UPDATE : 
As we prepared to go to press with our last issue, SHADOW#7, 
we reported the violent pig raid on October 26th at the Alpha 
Bet City(ABC) Community Center, an abandoned city school 
building on East Fourth Street that was used by junkies as a 
shooting gallery until it was taken over by squatters and 
homeless residents of Tompkins Square Park who set up a 
Community Center there. All told, 4 3 got their charges dis­
missed and some go t ACODs (Ad j ournments in Contemplation of 
Dismissal), since their charges were relatively minor -
assaults, "obstructio n of gov 't administration", resisting 
arrest, disorderl y conduct and harrassment. The last two 
c harges resulted mostly f rom people cursing at the pigs , but 
recent ly , the Court of Appe a ls declared this statute uncon­
stitutional, "concerning the use o f foul and obscene lan­
guage", ru l ing that t h is tod is "pro tected s p eech" under the 
constitution. 25 c ases are still p ending, mostl y for the 
more serious charges o f "rioting" and v arious felonies tha t 
cop s made up as they went along, includ ing "felonious as­
sault" for one man who allegedly threw an e gg at the p i g s!! 
About a week after the raid, the cops watching the ABC 
building around the clock were replaced by a "rent-a-cop " in 
a heated trailer. 

On Sunday, December 10th, after demonstrators occupied the 
intersection of St. Marx and Avenue A for an hour after be­
ing stood up by Deputy Mayor Bill Lynch, who had promised to 
meet with them, the 2nd part of a two day concert and rally 
for the homeless of Tompkins Square Park, who were e xpecting 
a police raid at any momentJbeg a n at t he bandshel l. Sudden­
ly , hundreds of marchers fr om the ACT - UP/WHAM d emonstration 
at St. Patrick's Cathed r a l (protest ing Cardinal O'Co nnor ' s 
stand on AIDS, abortion rights and sex educat i on) descended 
on the park as a show of support f o r the home less , whtle 
dozens of cops tried to keep up with them~ _ 

So o n , it was announced tha t the Al p haBet. Ci t~ (ABC) Communi ­
ty Cen t er at 27 5 Ea s t 4th Stree t had been re- taken by the 
homeless who had be e n e v i cted b h undr e d s of ~op s i n a 
b l oody s treet ba t le t r at re s __ ec :~ 4 3 arres ts l a s t Octo­
be r 26th . Many people the n ma: -~e d t o ABC and were met by 
s u r p ri s ed p o lic e, wr~ wa t cre a s ba- ~e rs were unfur l ed r r om 
the top f l oor wi ndows as the c r owd be low cheered. The "rent­

a - cop" wise ly chos e to stay in h is t rai l er !! 

Deputy Inspector Julian arrived on the scene and said there 
would be no attempt to remove peop le from the building, say ­
ing, "that's HPD's problem" (Department o f Housing, Preser­
vation and Development ) and that police would leave when the 
demonstrators left. After awhile, things heated up when a 
hole was broken in a cinder blocked window and 3 people 
quickly slid inside. At that point, Julian ordered people 
removed from the front of ABC, and as the cops pushed people 
across the street, 2 women were arrested and beaten for not 
moving fast enough. By 7:00, only a few cops remained in 
their heated cars while ABC supporters maintained their vi­
gil at the city-owned vacant lot across the street in the 
below-freezing weather. Later that night, people freely en­
tered ABC with food and supplies for those still inside the 
building, expecting a police raid the next morning, in addi­
tion to the raid expected on the homeless in the park. 

The next day , Dec. 11th, all was quiet in Tompkins Square 
Park and at ABC, as more people arrived to show their sup­
port for the ever-increasing numbers of people inside the 
bui l ding . More boxes of f o od and medical supplies continued 
t o be de l i ve red t o p eople inside, (even a pizza fresh from 
the oven ), a l l under the eyes o f the cops outside, who only 
s eemed interested in keep ing warm inside their cars. Contact 
wa s maintained thr oughout t he day with a walkie talkie smug ­
g l ed in the n ight before, eriab ling the ABC people to issue a 
p r e ss statement . On Dec. 12 th , Clayton Patterson was sprayed 
in the face by a c op extinguish ing a barre l fi re and then he 
wa s ar r e sted for "trespa s sing" bec ause he had been seen in­
sid e ABC t he day befo re. As e a ch day pa s sed , p e ople inside 
and outs ide we re p l e asantly surprised that ne i ther ABC no r 
the park had been r aide d yet . At one point, cops were seen 
o n the roof o f the building next door to ABC wi t h we l d i ng 

equipment banging on ABC's roof, but they went no further. 
A few days later, someone discovered that the cops had cut a 
hole in the roof, so they quickly sealed it from the inside. 
From that point on, ABC was barricaded and sealed from with­
in by the people inside, who had their tools and materials 
brought in to them. Channel 2 newsman Chris Borgen was 
heard reporting that the p ark would be raided on Thur~d a y , 
'December 14th, so the ABC raid was expected on Dec. 13th. 
Meanwhile, the encampment across from ABC was growing in 
size ...... . 

On Dec. 13th, the cops stationed in front of ABC suddenl y 
stopped the deliveries of food, and set up police barriers 
in front of the ABC building so that anyone crossing the 
lines to deliver food could be arrested . Julian said, "we're 
not going to arrest them (people inside ABC) for trespassing 
... they (his superiors ) want anybody who crosses the lines 
to be arrested." With that, Father Xuhn of St.Brigid's 
Church told Julian he was go i ng to deliver food and water 
e v en if it meant he would be arrested. Juliari allowed him t o 
deli ver two · bundles of food before having him arrested for 
"disorderly conduct". As the day went on, even more food, 
supplies, blankets and clothing arrived at the encampment 
by · the carload from people who heard about ·the re-occupation 
of ABC on . WBAI radio and on TV. .• ., . . . · 

After the pig raid on Dec. 14th against the homeless peop le 
of Tompkins Square Park and their belongings, ABC prepared 
for an imminent attack. as well. The new "ABC Tent City" 
(also known as "ABC in exile") was going strong and increas­
ing every day as more homeless people moved in and set up 
their tents, In the days following the raid, priests were 
again arrested twice, after delivering food and supplies to 
the people inside ABC. On Sunday, Dec 17th, a mass was held 
in front of ABC by Father Kuhn and Father Pat, and other 
priests, with their parishioners present. This time, telev i­
sion cameras and the media were present, so the priests de­
livered more food than ever, all without getting arrested 
for crossing the police lines. 

The next day, many celebrities came to ABC to deliver food 
to the people inside, including Broadway producer Josep h 
Papp, actors Kevin Klein and Tracey Ullman and the authors 
of "HAIR". Ten cops, including Inspector Gelfand, stood by 
as food was delivered past policelines, and with even more 
media present than before, they decided not make any ar­
rests. When interviewed, Kevin Klein said, "It (squatt i ng) 
is against the law. Well, that should be debated. You' ve 
g o t an empty building, you've got a lot of homeless p e ople, 
you've got freezing weather - what kind of law is t ha t ?". 
As Inspector Gelfand was interviewed b y the med ia,---i:iesa id : 
", . . we don't intend to be stopping people from getting 
food . .• ". Later, after the media and celebrities le f t, stu ­
dents from Carlton University in Ottawa, Canada arrived a nd 
be gan building a wooden shelter in ABC Tent City . Fo r t h e 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 

ATTACKS PAMELA STOCKWELL-10/26/89 

Ji!/' WE DEMAND 

· 1 Reopen and re.establish ABC Community Center as it was before, with 
open public access, in and out the front door, for homeless people and 
other people in the community, without harrassment from the police. 

2 We demand that TENT CITY be immediately re-established in Tompkins 
Square Park. · 

3 We demand that the homeless people in Tompkins Square Park be 
allowed firebarrels. 

4 We demand a moratorium on all evictions on squats in the Lower East 

Side. 
A.B.C. Occupational Group 
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The extraordinary controversy o ver the right of the res i ­
den ts o f Tompkins Square Park to surv i ve by burning fir e s 
in this f roz e n winter has become an insane drama i n the 
continu i ng struggle for reasonable Dignity i n the f ace of 
I nexcusable Neglect by the City of N.Y. 

The palpable . d e speration of the homeless has inspired 
greater action again s t the repeated attempts by the Parks 
Department to abu s e , d eceive and ins ult the m. Even more 
vicious than the po lic e, the Parks Pigs are led by Commis ­
sioner He nry J . St e rn , another Ko rih a ppo i ntee. This i s a 
man who makes b r ief cameo a ppear ances at vi t al public meet­
ing s p rotected by a police escort. His p rej udices and f ears 
a re obvious in statements about Tompk i ns Square Park res­
i den ts such as, "next thing you know they'l l h a v e c able 
T . V. " , a nd "All their stuctures are illegal. It's not like 
blowing up people's homes." These irrational, emotional, 
i n f antile comments r eflect a hatred and anger that has 
r esulted in murderous polic i es such as the offensiv e 
a ssault on Tent City on the 14th of ' December and the sub­
sequent, unprecedented extinguishing of life-sustain ing 
fire barrels in sub-freezing temperatures . 

Since the t i me of the Police r i ot of August 6, 1988, the 
actions of the homeless to defend their remaining autonomy 
h ave been met with increasingly reactionary measures by 
the Parks Dept. to selectively eliminate the population 
from the park. This has been c l early admitted by Deputy 
Parks Commissioner Jack Linn, who has called all the r es­
i dents mentally deranged,alcoholic~ or add i cts, say ing that 
t he only way to "driv e these people from the park is to 
den y them the i r barrels." Their solut i on to this per ceived 
problem has been t o selec t i vely enforce a set of rules 
i n t end ed to retal i a t e against a t h rea t t o their power by 
advoc ating a death sent enc e f or t hose who c hoose to r e main . 

Our commun i t y 's position of r espons i b ili t y and abi l i t y t o 
make vital decis i ons f or our own we l f are ha v e been bo t h 
i gnored a nd i nsu l t e d. The more o r gani zed and independent 
we be c ome , t he mo r e we are being d eni e d our right s. Those 
who do remain in T. S.P., by De cis ion, Invita tion , and/ or 
Necessity, avoid the official alternative, a "shelter" 
system that i s humiliating , debilitating and dangerous , 
denounce d by thou sands of its refugees who refuse ~o be 
f urther "raped, robbed and kelled " : up to 1000 beds lay 
vacant each night, while between 40,000-60,000 people elect 
t o brave the elements instead. And that's the number the 
City admits to .. . 

In a 'public me eting at P. S. 20 on November 15, Parks Com­
missioner Stern along with Deputy Manhattan Bo~ough Presi­
dent DeLeone and Councilwoman Miriam Friedlander info rmed 
t he homeless, squatters and their supporters that all homes 
in the park would be de stroyed within three weeks. Sleeping 
would be graciously per n.i t ted on benches and in the band­
s hell. According to the i r lawyer, ·stanley Cohen, and vari­
ous petitioners and witnesses , not even a hint was droppe d 
of any plan to ban fire ba rrels. There wa s no reason for 
anyone to imagine being invited to s leep in the park with­
out the sole available source of heat which had always been 
utilized freely in the parks and around the city by people 
working or living out~ide in the winter. 

During the next three weeks, in numerous discussions with 
Stanley, residents, and community members, no mention was 
made by any Parks Dept . Officials, Parks Pig s or Police 
Officers of any devious plan to selectively enforce a rule 
a gainst fire barrels. Their statements in the media sup­
ported this silence. 

I n the very early mo r ning hours of Thursd a y , December 14th 
t he charge on Tent City began, Hours later, after t he smoke 
ha d c leared, a l l that was left of the homes and mo st of t he 
perso nal p roperty were the fire barre ls. Acco rding to Stan­
ley Cohen , "a comb i ned army of Park s a nd Police officers 
and Sanitat i o n De p t. workers ra ided t he par k . I was presen t 
t hroughout this panzer l ike attack during which all homes 
were either d est r oyed o r removed . At no time d i d I see any 
of t h e fire barrels removed f rom t h e c a mp s ites. At no time 
did I he ar any me mbers of the raid ing party i nfo rm t he 
homeless that they would not be permitted to use their bar ­
rels f ol lowing the end of t his paramilitary ass a ult." 
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Thr oughout the rest of the afternoon, i n f act, Parks Pig s ~ 
mainta~ned their silence and deception a bo u t t he impending r~ 
p l a n. One of the park residents who chose to accep t the V J 

Ci t y 's invitation to sta y explains tha t "bec ause the Par ks ~ 

Dept. had never done or said anything to stop their use ~ 

a nd because the City had told us we could still live there, ...__. 
we all believed that the barrels would s t a y ... With night ' 
f all and dropping temperatures those of us who decided to 0 
remain started s ome fire barrels. We were cold , wet, and C::: 
tired. All our homes were gone, as was much of our personal ....a 
prope r ty and ma ny friends and residents who left this park ' 
dazed from the attack that afternoon. Within moments of J'\ 
starting these barrels to get dry an army of Parks Riot ~ 
Officers s urro unde d our barrels. T~ey first extinguished ~ 

them and then took ' them away / leaving us co l'd and wet a nd 111 

without any shelters t o live in . They told us- t hat f r,om now :'•~ 
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on fire barrels would no longer be permitted in T.S.P. at 
any t{me of the year . They sure enjoyed putting out those 
fires and announcing the new Parks policy." The sadistic 
nature of this policy prompted one Police officer to say 
that the Parks Pigs "smell blood after their v ictory," 
and that they wish "to puni s h the homeless." 

Upon hearing of this absurd drama , Stanley immediately 
applied for and received a temporary restraining order 
from Jus tice Bruce Wright of the State Supreme Court, 
preventing the Par ks a nd Po l i c e Depts . from extinguishing 
eight fi re bar re l s in the par k. He then r u s hed back to 
the scene, f i nd i ng " some t wo doz e n people huddled toge ther 
in f reezing weather . The y we r e by - in- large t he r e sidents 
of the park who had lost their homes e ar lier t hat day and 
were without any fire barrels or warmth to speak of at 
all. I arrived with some friends o f r es idents who b rought 
a small garbage c an i n which to ·start a f i re. As soon a s 
it was ignited eight to ten riot c l ad par ks en f o rce me n t 
people arr i ved and again announced the total ban o n s uch 
barrels. They attempted to extinguish the s mall c onta i n ed 
fire until I displayed the restraining order. The confu ­
sion on the i r faces was matched only by t heir obvio u s 
disappointment. Needless to say these were peop le en j oying 
their nights work . " 

On Friday, December 15th, eight barrels were burn i n g . The 
Police admi tted their disgust over the Parks pol i c y a nd 
vind i ct i ve performance the previous evening. They e v en 
expressed rel ief over not hav ing t o participat e i n the 
insanity. Then, at 4:45 P:M, Stanley r eceived a message 
that the City's Corporation Counc il attorney s were on 
their way to the higher , Appel l ate Divis i on Court t o ge t 
h is restraining order overturned. Racing downtown , he 
arrived j ust after 5:00 P: M. P l eading wi th a s ecurity 
gua r d t h e emergency o f t h e situat i on, he wa s allowe d in­
s ide, only to d i scover t hat h e wa s inde ed too late. Jus ­
tice Rosenberger of t h e Appellate Divi s i o n had already 
g r a nted a stay on t he restr a i n ing order , meaning that the 
Parks Pigs woul d be free t o re s ume the ir offen sive. Stan­
ley wa s unab le to speak to any judges, who were all quite 
bu s y now enjoying their Christmas party . Returning to his 
office, h e tried repeatedly to c 0nta ct Rosenberger or a 
Cour t of Appeals Ju s tice, but his ,. ,.,lls went unanswered. 

The City 's. attorneys we :.. e able to a ccomplish this immediate, 
insidious retaliation through abuse of ex parte proceed­
ings, which are emergency hearings held without all argu­
ments being heard, if all parties cannot be notified . 
Clearly Stanley was not given adequate time to get to the 
Court, and having been notified, should hav e been present. 
This is not the first time that this game has been played 
by the Corporation Council in dealing with grave situations 
involving the homeless and their lawyers. On October 26, 

during the seige on the ABC Community Center on E.4th St., 
this exact tactic was used when a stay on the attempted 
evictio n of i ts occupants was g ranted ex parte without 
noti fyi ng t h e c t torneys involv ed, without filing the nec ­
essary p ape r s , a nd wi t hout any rec ord being made of the 
proceedings . In a letter t o the Corp . Council ' s Offices 
dated November 1, lawyers Ron Kuby , Stanley Cohen and 
Colleen McGuire insist that they "cease initiating ex parte 
judicial proceedings under non-emergency circumstances ... 
or where they are not justifiable or permitted." They cite 
yet another instance of this "deliberate byp~ss o f the 
adversary system." Obv iously in dealing with the homeless 
the City sees no reason to respect the i ntegr i t y of ~he 
individuals or t he ir lawyers . · 

CONTIUUF.D ON PAGE 23 

SOME OF THE NEW ."HOMELESS- PROOF" TRASH 
BARRELS PLACED IN THE PARK RECENTLY 
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COMMUNIST PART 
By Tad Kepley 

RED FASCISTS FUCK OFF! 

Ma r xis ts and Anarch i sts have been at each other's throats 
basically always. And with good reason. Ev en the dumbest 
student of/slave to Marxist theory can perceive the stub­
born committment to self-gov ernment and staunch unwilling­
ness to sacrifice personal autonomy in the name of "revo­
lution" as a threat to their ideology, and they're right. 
Marxism is a science of economy, Anarchism is never constant 
--it's usually spontaneous. 
Anarchism at its finest, is a punch in the nose to all 
ideology, all statists,, every asshole who knows better than 
you how toz=iln your own life. This century-old battle is 
having its most recent skirmish in New York City right now 
involving Lower East Side Anarchists and membeis of the 
Revolutionary Communist Youth Brigade(RCYB) and Revolution­
ary Communist Party(RCP ) who have been trying to infiltrate 
and dominate the political scene here and recruit new mem­
bers at the same time. 
One of the Anarchists' most fatal flaws has been their seem­
ing inability to learn from their mistakes. Some in the 
Spanish Revolution seemed to forget about the little party 
Trotsky and Lenin threw for those guys in Kronstadt, or the 
hand-shaking conference Mahknovists were invited to--(never 
turn your back to a machine-gun-wielding Red Army soldier 
when going for a beer ) . Things did look up in Paris in '68 
though--while the streets were filled with people screaming 
at the top of their lungs, the French Communist Party heads 
went on TV begging for a return to order."We are the only 
voice of revolution", they sobbed, while their people were 
beaten and run off strike sites. People involved in the 
Lower East Side Anarchist scene should take heed of that 
fine example. ~ 

The Revolutionary (sic) Communist Party was formed from the 
ashes of the SDS(Students for a Democratic Society) in the 
early seventies. SOS crumbled from within, as usual, because 
of ideological splits. There was a group of hard-line Mao­
ists who wanted to radicalize the SOS in a way that many 
SDS'ers didn't particularly appreciate. The Maoists formed 
the R.U. (Revolutionary Union) which later congealed into the 
RCP. After all was said and done, the individuals in the R.U. 
who didn't do what they were told were purged. 
Don't let their name fool you like it is supposed to. The 
Revolutionary Communist Party is about as "revolutionary" 
as the Republican Party--the RCP doesn't want you to stop 
being a slave, they simply want you to choose a new master-­
THEM!! Actually, the RCP and the GOP do have quite a lot in 
coiiiinon--they both hate Sex, Drugs, and Rock'n'Roll, they 
both like to march around and salute abstract symbols, both 
believe in work as long as they don't have to do it, they're 
both devoted to "voting" and hierarchical organizational 
structure, both support censorship, both see prisons as 

"necessary to preserve order", and both have a strong be­
lief that the best way to deal with dissenters is to, well, 
"liquidate" them--for the common good, of course. 

The RCP are probably the most visible and militant Marxist/ 
Maoist group in the United States at present. The CPUSA 
(Communist Party USA), filled with 65-year-old college pro­
fessors, has almost completely crumbled. The SWP(Socialist 
Workers Party) is a joke, even though they did pull off an 
interesting coup with their lawsuit against the US Gov't.-­
(under Cointelpro, the FBI's counter-intelligence program 
ag~inst "radical" organizations, the G-Men had ·managed to 
salt the party with agents and provocateurs so well that 
one-third of the party leadership was found to be police 
agents ... this covert shit was the basis of the lawsuit). 
But the word is that the membership of the RCP is swelling. 
Why ? Well for one thing, they look cool ... all that shiny, 
slick literature, a regular punIIcation, the "Revolutionary 
Wamker" , rad Mao button collections, silk berets, and the 
complimentary Ray-Bans. For most "activists", the RCP rep­
resent the ultimate cliche--rich kids scaring mom by calling 
her a "Fascis t running dog". You peel back that bullshit 
veneer, their laughable attempts at playing the role of 
dashing heroes of the people, and you find an ideology of 
unabashed reactionism, a political program with its roots 
in massive genocide, and a card-read rhetoric to match that 
of any grade school ·principal or Baptist aisle-roller. 
These guys are not our "comrades in the glorious struggle", 
they are Stalinist statists and fascist thugs. THEY ARE the 
enemy, and should be dealt with as much mercy as Anarchists 
have gotten from them and their ilk in the last hundred 
years .... 

THE SHINING PATH OF GLOMUNISM 
Recent events on the Lower East Side, like the formation of 
the farcical "Revolutionary Homeless Organization" (RHO) and 
the RCYB's demo-theft at the ABC Community Center on October 
27--the night after WE fought the pigs to defend it, and 

their usurping control of the December 9+10 Tompkins Square 
Park protests from the homeless and Anarchists--(c'mon 
motherfuckers, find me a homeless RCPer), and infiltration 
attempts in and around the Sabotage Books Collective have 
raised the questions again. Should we allow them to work 
with us, should we "unite and fight?"(huh?) ,or should we 
beat them over the fucking head with their ever-present 
bullhorns and tell them to eat shit? 

Why does the RCP always show up at events with the express 
intent of taking them over? It isn't because they are right­
en good activists that they're always skulking and sniffing 
around for some struggle to usurp _as their own, but because 
they're so goddamn bad they can't organize anything under 
their own roofs, because no one will participate. 
The RCP are energy vampires ... they are. so painfully lacking 
in imagination and fire that in order to keep the "ship. 0£ 
revolution" afloat, they play political pirates, overtaking 
unsuspecting organizational vessels and scuttling them. Un­
fortunately, the v ictim ship's crew usually pi les overboard 
in mid- battle, leaving the spoils to the RCP. Such a coup 
was pulled off with "Vietnam Vets Against The War", whose 
original membership has denounced the present activities of 
the organization using that name as fascist commie bullshit. 

The main poli tical program of the RCP at present is to "con­
solidate and ferment revolutionary activity, and subvert and 
hinder counter-revolutionary activity on the left". Guess 
what? Anarchism is counter-revolutionary, and so is any group 
or tendency that doesn't adhere to Stalinist/ Maoist authori­
tarian communist rhetoric. Advocate "individual freedom" and 
you're asking for denunciation and infiltration. These guys 
aren't putting the moves on the New York Anarchist scene be­
cause they want to"work"together, they're doing it because 
we are a threat to their ideology, and the way they deal 
with that problem is to attempt to swallow up and disorient-­
these slime are not our friends. 

MYHISTORY WITH THE RCP 
By Bob McGlynn 

Fifteen years ago I worked for a short while with a Revolu­
tionary Union (RU the forerunner group of the RCP. They 
had a name change 1 when the RU declared itself "The Party" 
and became the RCP) front group--the Revolutionary Students 
Brigade . I did so for the same reasons that a _lot of an~i: 
authoritarians are attracted to the RCP : the RSB was a mili­
tant and organized group, and there was nothing else around. 
I despised the Stalinism of the RU and was quite up~front 
about it. Although I refused to call myself an RSB er be­
cause of its connection to t he RU, honestly speaking I was 
de facto RSB. I soon quit that shit and was resolved tone­
ver compromise myself like- that again. But I'd figured I'd 
done more good than harm because of my critiqueing of the RU 
in its own milieu--something an insider has more credibility 
with. 
The really good thing is that you learn a few obvious 
things . In fact, in the short run, the RU/RSB did "good 
work" such as support work for the Attica Brothers priso.­
ners ·. (That's part of the seduction . ) And the RSB seemed 
to be pretty democratic. There was no RU Fuehrer ruling the 
group. But of course that's not necessary--all you need is 
key people in key positions, and the RU had that in the RSB . 
The RU also had what they called "secret members" in the RSB 
and other RU fronts; I suspected a few and found out I was 
right (Beware of this). · 
So in the long run, RU strategy worked perfectly, as the RSB 
(supposedly independent of the RU) became the Revolutionary 
Communist Youth Brigade under the total control of the RCP. 
The RSB, a national mass-based campus-centered group on its 
way to possibly becoming another SDS (and minus the RU it­
could have gone that far), was destroyed as it became an 
RCP sect. And herein lies a lesson about the RCP for the 
more pragmatic anarchists out there who work with the RCP. 
Everything the RCP ·touches it destroys. Every front it 
creates collapses. Some examples : The RU used to have lots 
of local papers. They're gone. The RU/RCP did a lot of 
workplace organizing. They've dumped that work. They 
dumped the campus-based work. They set up NBAU (No Business 
As Usual), which has dissipated. During one period they 
led physical attacks on other radicals-~they beat people 
up--and forced people out of demonstrations . In their wake, 
they chewed up and spit out innumerable cadres. I knew a 
whole generation of them . The number of people who eventu­
ally quit the RCP is high. My former girlfriend and I had 
best friends who joined the RCP and cut off relations with 
us. Eventually they quit the RCP because of its cultishness 
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Well, it's been a busy few months for 
the cops so far, what with the homeless 
situation , raucous connnunity meetings, 
ACT-UP acting up, and people re-occupy­
ing the ABC Connnunity Center . 
And so there have been more cops patrol­
ling the TSP area than ever before, in 
marked and unmarked vehicles. 
Since our last COP WATCH column, almost 
all of the unmarked cars whose plate 
numbers we printed have been changed-­
new plate numbers, new makes and models , 
the use of rented vehicles and even more 
from New Jersey!! 
I guess that proves that the cops are 
reading COP WATCH carefully, so they 
are rotating their vehicles ~o avoid 
detection . Thanks to our friendly "Cop 
Watchers" out there, we have collected 
more plate numbers, information, and 
photos of "plainclothes" cops than ever, 
including narcs, who have been very ac­
tive lately. 

91H PRECINCT COP5 
MANHANDLE WOMAN!! 

By C.W . 

On the evening of Saturday, November 25, 
a mi_ddle-aged woman who came to the 
ninth precinct as a witness to a crime 
requested a dollar from the cops present 
so that she could take a train home . The 
cops refused , and one of them said "This 
is a precinct, not a subway station . " 
When she said she would write a letter 
to complain about their behavior, one 
cop t o ld her "Go to _the SHADOW--they ' 11 
be the fir s t to write a story about it . " 
After a while , t hey finall y coughed up 
a dollar between them, but when she took 
too long to leave t he station house, the 
3 cops present (Trucelli#31955 , Muldoon 
i/14756 , · and Murphyi/31115) physically 
dragged her outside as the desk sergeant 
looked on. When she returned to get her 
coat , Officers Muldoon and Murphy tossed 
her out again and told her they 'd give 
her back her coat only if she would 
leave . When she told people on the street 
what was going on, the cops inside just 
laughed and made jokes about her . 

THIS LITTLE PIGGY'S 
CAR HAS NEW JERSEY 
PLATES 

Here are the latest plate numbers seen 
in and around the area of Tompkins Sq. 
and on the Lower East Side--(most are 
Plymouth Gran Furies, and other makes 
and models are noted wherever possible): 

4AP-868 
8VF-7 72 (Celebrity) 
108 -VDY (Chrys ler --

NJ Plates) 
ASl-875 
APA- 784 
APH- 818 (Bonnevi lle ) 
APM- 456 
APR- 302 
ASG-8 28 
ASM-974 
ATW- 7-51 
AVD-545 
AVZ- 407 
'AXB-141 
AXB-623 
AXD-586 
DMG-58 4 
EUD-85J (Dynasty-NJ) 
FUA-485 
FWZ-743 
GKD-410 
GPU-841 
IUV-877 
IVA-884 
IVL-180 
IVL-233 
IVL-283 

IVL-326 
IVL-666 (GMC Van) 
IVR-648 
IVS-248 (Ford LTD--

Peddler Sq. ) 
I WE -709 
IWM-1 20 
I WS- 244 
IWZ-601 
KXK-7 08 
LJM-3 00 
LKG-3 46 
LKP-107 
NUA-855 
NZP-804 
OLW-836 
RJD-722 
SWM-667 
TCV-497(Century) 
TUZ-285 
VCC-978 
VFM-299 
YWK-725 
YWV-396 
YXM-228 

NARCOS-- ZAZ-630(Dynasty) 
24Y-788(Dodge Minivan)ZAZ-637(Dynasty) 
EMY-46U(Dynasty--NJ) ZAZ-85l(Dynasty) 
KNN-740 ZFK-421(Ford) 
KVB-811 ZFL-840(Acclaim) 

We have receiv.ed information that cops 
have been maintaining ap apartment at 
630 East 9th St, which is strategically 
located next to La Plaza Cultural and 
several squatter buildings nearby. We 
are not sure of the apartment number yet, 
but we are sure it is facing East so the 
cops can have a bird's eye view of the 
streets below. We hope they are watching 
the crack and heroin dealers at least as 
much as they are watching the connnunity, 

THIS PIGGY 
TRIED TO 
STEAL A 
BANNER AT 
THE ABC 
DEMO ON 
E.4TH ST. 
ON DEC.10th~ 
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Many thanks to all of our Cop Watchers 
out there--our police mug book is getting 
fatter all the time!! If you have any 
photos, plate numbers, stories or any 
info you would like to see published, 
please pass it all on to the SHADOW. 

For a complete list of almost 100 plate 
numbers of "plainclothes" cop cars that 
has been assembled to date , please send 
$1 . 00 cash along with a note to : SHADOW 
PRESS , P . 0.Box 20298, NY , NY , 10009 

VIDEO PIGS SEEN AT NOV.15 
''PUBLIC MEETING'' 

ANNOUNCING rue OFFrcrAL. 

IC-ALlk 
CONTEST'!! 

GR.l<l<R \ 
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OUT -fHC>Se ~M024S. ANl7 
SNAP A p1c,urze OF 1::. cop 
rK.61 CLOSeL.V '2-EsE-MBU3 
voorzs reviv, AOO SE;Nt? 1, 
10 N.e HEREATntE 
5M6DCUJ! \NINNe125 WlL-L. 
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Since the Shadow's last issue, the Tompkins Square 
Movement has once again proven itself to be one to be 
reckoned with . Squatters, homesteaders, our Third World 
community and clergy, along with anarchists, members of 

~ 
RCP (Revolutionary Communist Party), ACT-UP (Aids Coalition 
to Unleash Power). WHAM (Women's Health Action and Mobili­
zation) and December 12th have united with "Tent City", 
the homeless and tneir suppurters to forge a powerful 
alliance. Time and time again, the Movement has shown 
itself to be a diverse, versatile and daring one indeed. 
The seizure of "Don't call me Dave" Dinkins' office, the 
creative defense of Tent City, the expropriation of 
Kalikow's (as in New York Post) warehoused apartments, 
the reliberation of ABC (the "ABC Community Center"), the 
settlement of ABC -in exile, the creation of the Tompkins 
Square Legal Defense Committee and its court victories 
around the ABC 43 and the "Park's Fire Barrels" are but a 
few examples of the Movement's tenacity and ability to take 
it to the streets, the buildings and the courts. 

The struggles against gentrification and homelessness, 
and for housing and the Park, require many different actions 
in a variety of forums. They pose numerous challenges to 
this ~ovement and to all others which fight for self­
det~rmination and self-defense. Perhaps the greatest 
challenge, however, comes from the federal, city and state 
police who serve the predator politicians and land "de­
velopers" that own and pillage this City. 

With each successful Movement comes government repres­
sion; of this there can be no doubt. Two recent books prove 
the case against the government and its so-called forces of 
law and order. These thoroughly-researched and well­
documented texts are a must reading for every Movement 
activist. They prove -- surprise, surprise -- that the 
government and police have used, and continue to use, "legal" 
and extra-legal force and violence against North American 
activists who oppose official genocide, both at home and 
abroad. 

The first book, AGENTS OF REPRESSION, THE FBI SECRET 
WAR AGAINST THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT AND THE BLACK 
PANTHER PARTY, is written by Ward Churchill and James 
Van~rWall~ It proves that from the Red Scare of 1919-1920 
t o the McCarthy period of the 1950's, and from the COINTELPRO 
(Counter-Intelligence Program) era of the 1960 1 s to today's 
FBI infiltration of the Central American Movement, the FBI 
has operated primarily as North America's political police. 
FB I operations conducted against the American Indian ~1ove­
ment and the Black Panther Party, including murder and a 
wide range of illegal activities, reveal the lawlessness 
of the "law enforcers". The second book, WAR AT HOME: 
COVERT ACTION AGAINST UNITED STATES ACTIVISTS AND WHAT WE 
CAN DO ABOUT IT, is by Brian Glick. It will help Xovement 
activists to better understand, and withstand, future 
COI NTELPRO attacks, including infiltration, psychological 
warfare, harassment through the legal system, and violence. 
Among Glick's invaluable suggestions regarding coping with 
harassment through the legal system, suggestions previously 
listed by this column are: 

(1) Don't talk to the FBI or city or state police. 
Don't let them in without a warrant. Keep 
records of their visit and what they say and do. 
Tell others of their visit. 

(2) If the police have a warrant, you still don't 
have to tell them anything. In fact, you don't 
have to talk with them in your house, on the 
streets, or even in jail. Only a grand jury 
subpoena puts an activist in the dilermna of 
whether or not she or he will talk to anyone or 
prefer to go to jail. 

(3) If the FBI or city or state police harass you 
or your comrades, get the word out and tell 
eve~yone to refuse to cooperate. Cooperation is 

~ 

I 
the enemy of the Movement and the mainstay of 
the government. 

(4) If a Movement person is subpoenaed by a grand 
jury for political reasons, discuss it and then 
try to arrange for a sanctuary, perhaps in a 
church _or synagogue . 

(5) Remember: Anything you say to an FBI agent and/or 
other member of "law enforcement" may be used 
against you and other people. 

(6) Don't try to outwit the FBI or other police, · even 
though most of them can be easily outwitted. You 
can never tell how a seemingly harmless bit of 
information can help them hurt you or someone 
else. 

(7) Don't be threatened or intimidated by the FBI or 
police pretending that they have information about 
you or your comrades. Let them rave; let them 
lie; let them make up stories. It means nothing. 

(8) If you are nervous a bou t s imply r efusing t6 talk 
to the agents of the state , you may find it 
easier to tell them to contact your lawyer. More 
often than not, once an attorney enters -- parti­
cularly a Movement attorney -- the FBI and police 
usually pull back because they know they can no 
longer intimidate you. 

(9) If you anticipate arrest, don't carry address 
books or any other materials that can help the 
government. Remember: Anything and everything 
you record, if it falls in the wrong hands, can 
hurt you and the Movement. 

Regarding "Coping with Extra-Legal Force and Violence", 
Glick advises, as has this column before: 

(1) Establish Movement security procedures appropriate 
to your needs, including control over access to 
keys, files, letterheads, funds, financial records 
and mailing lists. 

(2) Keep duplicates of all your valuable records and 
files away from your home or office. 

(3) Remember: Homes and cars are easily broken into 
(especially trunks) and that your trash can easily 
be searched. 

(4) When harassed, don't go on the defense -- take 
the offense. Go public. Spread the word. 

(5) Keep records of break-ins, thefts, bomb threats, 
raids, brutality, and suspicious/conspicuous 
surveillance, and share your information with 
other Movement groups. 

(6) Be sure some members are well trained in first aid 
and keep medical supplies up to date and lists of 
sympathetic doctors and nurses. 

(7) If you have particularly key people in positions 
within the Movement and if they are busted, do 
not allow a vacuum to develop. Have other women 
and men trained and prepared to take their places. 

Remember: The machinery of state will stop at vir­
tually nothing in pursuit of the ·shameless and greedy 
policies of the powerful few who control and exploit the 
many. In any Movement, it is as important to learn as 
much about your enemy, as it is yourselves. Know the 
enemy and learn from the mistakes of sisters and brothers 
who have fought the state and paid the price in the past . 

And, finally, remember: 
words. 
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Actions speak louder t han 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 23 

PDW6 THKr COP.NOH 

'fOUI\. U:T-'T BIG­
TOC OOlNG-, NlCR? 

~ ~ V 

IMMEDIATELY ASK TO SEE IDENTIFICATION! 

(Write it down,or tape the event) 
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