


In the past month, the people of the Lower East Side have
really taken matters into their own hands. Failing to avert
the attack on the homeless of Tompkins Square Park, a group
of homeless, sgquatters and activists took back the ABC Com-
munity Center,which was taken from the community on Oct.26th,
while another group simply re-located Tent City from the park
to the vacant lot across the street from ABC. Both actions
have been met
bringing food
been arrested

and supplies, to neighborhood priests who have
delivering food to the people inside ABC.

On top of all of this, the futures of the Senior Citizens
Foundation (the group trying to take ABC from the people)
and the Casa Victoria Project (the group trying to destroy
La Plaza Cultural) may be in doubt, due to the "HUD Scandal"
that ties both groups (and others) to relatives of Senator
Alphonse D'Amato and his campaign contributors, along with
other charges of corruption and influence-peddling used to
push these projects in spite of neighborhood opposition to
them.

In the end, it looks like the people will be able to keep
both La Plaza Cultural, (the only "people's park" which is an
oasis in the middle of a neighborhood marred by burned out
buildings and drug dealers nearby), and the ABC building,
(which will be turned into a sorely needed community center
that will offer its services as a school, meeting space,
that will serve every member of the community, run by real
people for real people!!) Already, HUD has indicated their

willingness to re-consider their financing for Casa Victoria,
and the same may happen to the Senior Citizens Foundation.

HAPPY NEW YEAR, AND POWER TO THE PEOPLE!!
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with a lot of support--from neighbors and people

A STATEMENT FROM THE

"You're like a cancer--

I see you everywhere!!"--
Anti-peddler cop to
SHADOW reporter (December)

Underground Front Organization

THE MOST BASIC PRINCIPLE OF THE UNDERGROUND FRONT ORGANIZATION IS THAT
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IS MEANT TO SERVE THE PEOPLE. NOT THE BANKS OR SOME CORRUPT
OFFICIALS. WE MAINTAIN THAT THE NEW YORK SUBWAY SYSTEM IS NOT DESIGNED TO SERVE

THE PEOPLE OF NEVW YORK. THE DOLLAR FARE YOU PAY AT THE TURNSTILE GOES TO PAYING OFF
THE BANKS WHICH LOANED MONEY TO BUILD THE SUBWAYS, NOT TO IMPROVE THE SERVICES
YOU RECEIVE. LIKE THE POPULATION OF SOME LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRY, NE¥ YORK'S
SUBWAY RIDERS ARE BEING PERPETUALLY SUCKED DRY TO PAY THE INTEREST ON ANCIENT
BANK LOANS WHICH VILL NEVER BE PAID OFF. YOU ARE STILL PAYING THE INTEREST ON, FOR
INSTANCE, THE 1890 LOAN VHICH HELPED BUILD THE IRT. THE PREMIUM FROM THAT LOAN IS

STILL BEING HELD AGAINST NEW YOREERS ONE HUNDRED YEARS LATER,
RANES, MONEY |S STOLEN FROM SUBWAY RIDERS BY CORRUPTION.
PUBLICLY ACENOWLEDGED THAT HUNDREDS of MILLIONS OF DOLLARS HAD "DISAPPEARED"

IN ADDITION TO THE
IN THE 1970S, THECITY

FROM MTA FUNDS. THE PORK BARREL OF TRANSIT CORRUPTION EVEN EXTENDS TO OVERPAID
SUBCONTRACTORS WHO ARE HIRED TO MAKE REPAIRS (WHICH THEY NEVER DO) OR “IMPROVE
SERVICES™ (WHICH NEVER HAPPENS). THE PEOPLE WHO DON'T GET A CUT OUT OF THIS
CORRUPTION ARE THE RIDERS AND THE CITIZENS OF NEW YORE. AND, IF THIS WERE NOT
ENOUGH, THE MTA HAS THE AUDACITY TO SELL OUR SUBWAY SPACE TO 0BNOX100US,

FREQUENTLY RACIST, ADVERTISERS.

THE DOLLAR FARE BY ITSELF IS A SIGNIFICANT ADDITIONAL COST IN THE ALREADY HIGH
PRICE OF LIVING IN NEW YORE CITY. A HIGHER FARE IS SIMPLY UNREASONABLE. NO MATTER
HOW MUCH WE PAY FOR THE SUBWAY, THE RIDE WILL NOT GET ANY BETTER. WE WILL STILL BE
FORCED TO SPEND MORE TIME UNDERGROUND THEN A COAL MINER, COUGHING IN THE
UNBREATHABLE ATMOSPHERE, SWEATING TO DEATH IN THE SUMMER, WAITING HOURS FOR

BROKEN TRAINS TO GET WORKING, TWICE A DAY OR MORE, EVERY DAY.

IF WE WANT A BETTER

SUBWAY SYSTEM, WE HAVE GOT TO REFUSE TO PUT UP WITH THE ONE THEY 'RE GIVING US....
THE UNDERGROUND FRONT ORGANIZATION IS DEVOTED TO FIGHTING BACE AGAINST THE
MTA ONTIL VE FORCE THEM TO IMPROVE. OUR DEMANDS ARE STRAIGHTFORWARD: GIVEUS A

DECENT MASS TRANSIT SYSTEM AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE. NO MORE. NO LESS.

IF THE CITY

PLANS TO RAISE THE FARE, THEY BETTER GET READY FOR A FIGHT. WE WILL NOT COOPERATE

WE WILL LET THEM ENOW WE ARE NOT SATISFIED.

WE URGE ALL NEV YOREERS TO NOT PAY FOR THE SUBWAY. WHENEVER YOU HAVE THE
CHANCE TO SNEAK IN WITHOUT PAYING, JUMP THE TURNSTILE, LET PEOPLE IN FOR FREE . . . DO
ITI UNTIL THE SUBWAY IS WORTH PAYING FOR, WE WILL NOT PAY. UNTIL THEY START
CHARGING A REASONABLE PRICE FOR A TOKEN, WE WILL NOT PAY.

WE ARE THE ENEMIES OF RACIST TRANSIT COPS WHO ARE NOT WORRIED ABOUT STOPPING
CRIME BUT JUST CARE ABOUT CATCHING SUBWAY JUMPERS AND ARRESTING INNOCENT PEOPLE

ON YOUR SIDE.

Beatings, Torture.
Deportations.
Curfews.
Military Occupation.

Much More.

SHADOW #1 - (March 1989) - 'Tompkins Square Task Farce® -
Libety Under Siege, Marityn Buck interview, Gaurdian Angels

SHADOW #2 - (April 1989) - "Domino Effect® - Squat Building
Demolished, Piss Test info, Shadow Shit List More Shadow
Research, .

SHADOW #3 - (May 1989) - "HPD Strikes Again’ - Another Squat
Demoltion, Homesteaders Hold Ground, Keystone Kop Komedy
Kidnap Kaper, Abbie Hoffman Memonial, Lt. McKenna vs. Freadom of
Speech..

5:&00&' #4 - (June 1989) - *Death Penatty for Killer Cops® - cops
kill black man and spark uprising, Curfew Fizzles on Avenue A, HPD
Sit-in, Charter Revision Fraud, Squat dafenss benefit concen, Secret
St. Marks Pl Block Assoc. vs. Peddlers. .

SHADOW #5 - (July/August 1988) - {very few leftl!) - "Pigs Attack the
Homeless® - Intensity in Tent City, Tompkins Square Notebook, Real
story behind fiag buming case in supreme Court, Skinheads vs. Flag
Protestors, Abbie Hotfman Memerial
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Killings.
Demolitions.

Concentration camps.
Starvation.

SEE ISRAEL. SEE FOR YOURSELF

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE:

SHADOW

SO IT LOOKS GOOD ON THEIR RECORD. WE ARE NOT THE ENEMIES OF UNDERPAID, MISTREATED
TRANSIT YOREERS, VHO HAVE TO PUT UP WITH THE SAME SHIT AS SUBWAY RIDERS. WE ASE
TRANSIT WORKERS TO LOOK THE OTHER WAY NEXT TIME SOMEBODY HOPS A TURNSTILE. WE ARE

AS SUBWAY CONDITIONS GET WORSE, AND AS WE GET CLOSER AND CLOSER TO HIGHER
FARES, YOU'LL BE HEARING FROM US. REMEMBER: THE SUBWAY IS HERE TO SERVE YOU, THE
PEOPLE OF NEW YORE. HELP MAKE THE RIDE A DECENT ONE. Fo

SHADOW #6 - (September 198S) - "Tompkins Sq Everywhere!l®
Tompkins Square one year alter pig nol. Day of Outrage - Black
teenager killing leads to uprnsing vs. pigs, Anarchist Convention in SF,
Tompkins Sq, Park Nofebook, "Jown by Lew" - lagal advice by
lawyer, Cop Watch, Tompkins Sq. homaless camp al the United
Nations Plaza, Shadow reporter busted, Huey Newlor assassination,
207 Anniversary of Woodstock

SHADOW #7 - (October/Novernber 1989) - "Rt Cops Beat Rap® -
Riot pigs attack community center, Squatters foil demolition attempt,
Community Board 3 vs. Tompkins Square, Activist lawyer busted for
jaywalking, "Homelessness and State Repression’, Truth behind the
Housing Now march to Washington, *Down by Law" - legal advice,
Cop Watch, NYC Charter convention, Barkaley Pot Smoke-In, Yolanda
Ward assassination

(PLEASE SEND $2.00 CASH FOR YOUR FIRST ISSUE AND $1.00
CASH FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ISSUE. THEY WILL BE MAILED
TO YOU BY FIRST CLASS MAIL)

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE $10.00 PER
YEAR, OR $1.00 PER COPY BY
FIRST CLASS MAIL. DONATIONS
ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. THE
SHADOW WILL BE SENT FREE TO
ALL PRISONERS, INCLUDING THOSE
IN THE MILITARY, AND WE WILL
TRADE ISSUES WITH OTHER
POLITICAL PUBLICATIONS.

FREE AD SPACE WILL BE PROVIDED
FOK NON-PROFIT GROUPS WITH A
SOCIAL/POLITICAL PURPOSE AS
SPACE ALLOWS.

CASH OR MONEY ORDERS MADE
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ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF PAYMENT
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SEND ADS, INQUIRIES, AND ALL
CORRESPONDENCE TO: SHADOW
PRESS, PO BOX 20298,NY,NY,10009




IN THE PARK

At city councilwoman Miriam Friedlander's "public meeting"”
on November 15, at which Community Board 3 members‘and cops
got priority and members of the public waited outside for

an hour, she unveiled her plan for a "help center"” for the
homeless in Tompkins Sgquare Park, to run for three weeks.

It has proven to be nothing more than a thinly disguised
referral center for the notorious city shelter system (which
she denied at her meeting), providing no more "help" than an
occasional cold sandwich, leaflets, and referrals to shel-
ters. It was announced that after the three week period, the
Parks Dept would move in and tear down all tents and shel-
ters erected by the homeless to protect them from the cold
weather.

Park residents, along with neighborhood supporters and
activist attorney Stanley Cohen, attempted to work out a
peaceful productive alternative to having their tents and
belongings destroyed by collecting hundreds of signatures of
people living near the park supporting the right of the home-
less to live in the park, and by meeting twice with Mayor-
elect David Dinkins' right-hand man, Bill Lynch on December
6th and 8th. In spite of this, park residents expected to be
hit on or shortly after December 9th, which was the end of
the three week period described by Friedlander.

At approximately 8:00AM on the morning of December l4th, the
PEP Boys (Park Enforcement Patrol, aka "Parks Pigs"), once
again backed up by 40 cops, once again attacked the homeless
residents of Tompkins Square Park. This time, they hit one
section at a time, going for Tent City, the most politically
active and organized camp in the park, first. Many people,
having gone through this already several times over the past
six months, refused to allow the parks pigs to have their
way, so after taking their belongings and what they needed,
many park residents burned what was left, leaving the pigs
with raging bon fires and a huge mess to deal with.

At 11:00 or so, it was announced that a demonstration and
take over of a warehoused apartment building at 343 East 10th
Street was taking place. (This building is owned by the
KALIKOW family, the same sleazoids who own the NY COM-POST
newspaper, and who own the entire stretch of buildings along
the west side of Avenue B, between 10th and 1llth Streets,
and all the buildings from the corner of 10th and Ave B up
to the Public Library on 10th Street, Most of them contain
warehoused vacant units, and the rest are mostly on rent
strike.) Soon, 20-30 people rushed inside, accompanied by
television crews from Channels 2 and 11, and a Village Voice
reporter. Wnen the cops came and blocked off the front of
the building, people inside escaped down the fire escapes in
the back, through the rear of the Life Cafe, and through the
windows of sympathetic neighbors.

PHOTO BY PIPER

HOMELESS MAN HOLDS MIRROR UP TO CAPT,SAVAGE
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PARKS PIGS RAID HOMLLE SS

AGAIN:

SHADOW EDITOR BUSTEDN

BY CHRIS FLASH

After I entered into the vestibule area to take photos of
the demonstrators inside, I was trapped by Captain Savage,
Sergeant Spinosa, and P.O.Rollo when they burst through the
outer street door. At first, Rollo tried to push me outside,
but then Savage blocked my way, saying "you wanna go in?"
several times. He then had me arrested for"Trespassing",

and Rollo immediately threw me against the wall and tried
pathetically to handcuff me as Savage recited "All the
world's a stage..." Rollo walked me through the park to get
to the paddy wagon with the cuffs on my wrists as tightly as
possible. On the way, I passed both Deputy Inspector Julian
and Inspector Gelfand, both of whom know me as the editor of
the SHADOW. Julian asked,"were you inside?"., I told him I
was only in the vestibule and that I was reporting for the
SHADOW, but he said he couldn't do anything about it.Inspec-
tor Gelfand only smiled broadly as he watched me get led
away by Rollo.

The paddy wagon took me back to the building, where 13 more
people were arrested for trespassing, including three photo-
graphers, the editor of the Penumbra, and another SHADOW
reporter. We were taken to the 7th precinct on Pitt Street,
where we were finger-printed and photographed and placed in
a holding cell after they took our shoe laces and belts. (Did
they think we would hang ourselves over a "trespassi
charge????) Everyone received DATs (Desk Appearance Ticke
except four Hispanics who lived in the park and had no
address to give the cops, and ME. (In my rush to get to the
park that morning, I neglected to bring my ID)So, after go-
ing through the motions of pretending to try to verify my
name and address, P.0O.Rollo refused to let me get a DAT, and
had me put through the system.

arrested earlier after punching a cop who had pushed and
punched him when Gigilo got ‘upset at finding his shelter
burning and his belongings missing when he returned from his
job. "At least I got a roof over my head now", he said, as
he stretched out on the floor. Another brother I met there
was Tyrone, who got busted outside the ABC Center by pigs
who claimed they were looking for outstanding warrants. (I
wondered if they would have paid any attention to him if he
hadn't been at ABC). After being in the system for a full 36
hours, I got to see a judge and got released on my own re-
cognizance (known as an "ROR"). The first place I went to

GIGILO (RIGHT) FINDS HIS CAMP

i g s

In Central Booking, I met"Gigilo" from the park-- he had been

when I got out was back to the Earkl! @

AND BELONGINGS GONE

PHOTO BY DAVID SORCHER
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By NASHUA

"La Plaza Cultural” is a park and garden founded by a co-
alition of community groups in the 1970's at the corner of
East 9th Street and Avenue C on Manhattan's Lower East Side.
The park is now threatened with destruction and is at the
center of a bitter legal battle that was sparked in 1987 by
a plan sponsored by a local non-profit housing development
group and funded through the Department of Housing and
Urban Development's (HUD) Section 202 program. The housing
group, Lower East Side Coalition Housing Development (LESCHD)
wants to build 79 units of senior citizen housing on the
site in a project they call "Casa Victoria".

After losing an earlier attempt to stop the Casa Victoria
proiect, a loose knit group of 9th Street residents, sgquat-
ters and homeless activists known as the "La Plaza Defense
League" have filed a suit in Federal Court to bar construc-
tion. The original State Court suit was thrown out by a
judge who ruled that an environmental impact statement was
not necessary for the housing project. The suit filed in
Federal Court says that the plans for Casa Victoria are
being persued by New York City and HUD despite allegations
that Senator Alphonse D'Amato used his influence to guaran-
tee his supporters a piece of the project.

The Casa Victoria project has been the target of FBI inves-
tigators looking into the D'Amato allegations. La Plaza
supporters say they have been approached by FBI agent Tom
Barton of the Bureau's Long Island office,who has "asked

a lot of questions about LESCHD" and, they say, its former
director Luis Nieves, who was also chairman of Community
Board 3 at the time that Casa Victoria was proposed for the
La Plaza site. D'Amato is connected to the Casa Victoria
project through a HUD regional director, Joseph Monticciolo,
a long time D'Amato crony elevated through the direct in-
tervention of then President Ronald Reagan. According to
HUD economist David Burns, who has the authority to recom-
mend or reject proposals, the site at the corner of Avenue
C and East 9th Street is too close to other large public
housing projects, and therefore, he had intended to reject
the proposal. However, Monticciolo made it clear, according
to Burns, that the economist's career might hinge on his
approval of the La Plaza site for the housing project.

The construction company hired by then LESCHD director Luis
Nieves was JOBCO, a Great Neck, Long Island firm that do-
nated at least $25,000 to D'Amato's campaigns. JOBCO hosted
a fund raiser for the Senator, and the company is represent=-
ed by D'Amato's brother Armand, who heads a Mineola law
firm. According to a report by Mark Green, a New York City
attorney who ran against D'Amato in the 1986 election,
JOBCO managed to land over $20 million in HUD work in
Nassau County, New York and White Plains, although the
company's work was described as "incompetent" by agencies
1t worked with. The White Plains Housing Authority head
said JOBCO was "forced down our throat" after pressure by
HUD administrator Joseph Monticciolo.

Both Luis Nieves and current LESCHD director and Community
Board 3 member Antonio Pagan have said JOBCO was hired
because the company had the best qualifications for the job
But JOBCO, citing the need for below-ground pilings due to
underground streams flowing under La Plaza, pulled out of
the Casa Victoria project in September. According to HUD
officials, HUD Section 202 housing is not to be built on
pilings, and information on the soil conditions must’be :
included on Section 202 application forms. HUD officials in
the New York office say they have been unable to locate the
original application forms for Casa Victoria.

Aides to Senator D'Amato have said that no technical or
special help was given by his staff for the Casa Victoria
project. However, a letter supporting Casa Victoria,dated
August 14, 1986, and signed by D'Amato on official Senate
stationary, is part of HUD's file on the project.

According to Luis Nieves, who confronted more than a hun=
dred angry neighborhood residents just learning of the
housing project, LESCHD was planning to build the senior
housing on East 4th Street near Avenue D, but HUD officials
in Washington included the site on a list of HUD projects !
axed for blatant violations of the agency's guidelines., In
December 1986, Casa Victoria's sponsors amended the project
to the site of La Plaza Cultural. A letter from the city's
Department of Housing, Preservation and Development (HPD)
supports the site change.

La Plaza supporters say they are in favor of housing, but
point out that there are many other already vacant lots
nearby that could be used for Casa Victoria without dis-
turbing the community space. However, supporters of Casa
Victoria insist that the La Plaza activists are outsiders

'{ﬂﬁmnun»mwzmuﬁﬁmuaa

to the neighborhood. A staunch supporter of the Casa Viec-
toria plan is Joint Planning Council (JPC) member Val

-

FACTOR Joi
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Orselli. He concedes that Casa Victoria proponents could
have had "better communication" with people in the neigh-
borhood, but he insists that most La Plaza supporters don't
represent the majority of Lower East Siders.

La Plaza supporter Don Yorti calls charges of being an out-
side agitator "ridiculous", because he says he has lived
across from La Plaza for more than a decade, La Plaza
supporters also point to HUD guidelines that require at
least 50% of residents of Section 202 housing be from out-
side the neighborhood in which the project is being built,

JPC member Philip Van Aver, says that JPC, which represents
Lower East Side non~profit development groups, is "out of
touch with realities" in the neighborhood. He says the
group is "not interested in the issue of shelters" and
sponsors no housing programs for single people, like the
homeless residents of Tompkins Square Park.

Charas, a local community arts group, began La Plaza as a
symbol of the community known as Loisaida, between Avenue B
and the housing projects along the East River. The corner
lot is focused around a small amphitheatre built into a
hillside overlooking a paved performance area. On one side
is the 9th Street community garden, and the other side is
an open green space where homemade playground equipment and
a flower garden are shaded by several towering weeping
willow trees. On the walls along the south side of La Plaza
are huge colorful murals supporting struggles in South
Africa, Central America, and against drugs and slumlords on
the Lower East Side.

Across the Avenue from La Plaza, a large expanse of empty
land stretches east to Avenue D. A block long line of aban-
doned buildings on Avenue C await demolition. Meanwhile,
crack heads and junkies use the structures to sell and con-
sume. On 9th Street, a building is being used by squatters
and another squat overlooks La Plaza from 8th Street. The
squatters say they have reclaimed their buildings from the
drug dealers and together with 9th Street residents, they
have kept the park under surveillance and locked up at night
to discourage its use as a drug market, A year and a hal)f
ago, an aging

ago, a man named Kalif set up a soup kitchen that fed a
thousand homeless people each day. Residents say they closed
the kitchen down after a year in operation because police
began pushing drug dealers from other corners into La Plaza
in order to facilitate busts.

After the soup kitchen phase, La Plaza supporters built
playground equipment and encouraged neighborhood children
to use the space. On a warm day, groups of children can be
seen using the park's meager facilities. Its supporters say
La Plaza is an important resource for children in the area,
which has been historically short of recreational space.

The suit preventing construction of the Section 202 project
on La Plaza is being put on hold for a month after a reguest
for adjournment by HUD. An extension of the HUD money for
Casa Victoria runs out at the end of December. Federal Judge
Michael Mukasey stepped down from the case, citing his close
friendship with former prosecutor Rudolph Giuliani, who is
expected to challenge D'Amato for his Senate seat in 1992,
Mukasey is also a D'Amato appointee to the bench.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
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I ATION Since the "hearing”, the La Plaza Defense League and local
HUD SCANDAL residents haved filed a suit in Federal Court to halt the
city's plans to transfer title to La Plaza, and to prevent

RAL its destruction. The suit is asking the court for "an in-
MAY SAVE LA PLAZA CULTU junctive relief" pending the outcome of ongoing investiga-
tions of the LESCHD, the people that are behind it, and
their funding., Some issues raised in the investigations
include the relationship between Luis Nieves and Community
Board 3, and Nieves' connection to the LESCHD, the reasons
behind the sudden reversal of New York HUD's rejection of
the La Plaza site for the housing project, the lack of en-
vironmental impact studies, the excuse used by JOBCO con-
struction company for their withdrawal from the project,
soil tests indicating the need for pile driving in an under-
ground stream, and allegations of political pressure, pay-
offs, arm twisting, and corruption on the local, state and
Federal levels (which has resulted in what is being called
the "HUD scandal")

On Thursday, November 16, 1989 at City Hall, a meeting of
the soon-to-be-disbanded Board of Estimate took place. On
the agenda was a proposal by the Department of Housing,
Preservation and Development (HPD) to sell the site of La
Plaza Cultural (described as Block#391, Lots #23,#24,#30,
#42, and #43) to the Lower East Side Coalition Housing
Development (LESCHD) of 187-89 Avenue B for ONE DOLLAR!!
HPD also recommended that the transferred real estate be
100% tax exempt!! (The Casa Victoria project would consist

of 79 units in a six-story building, along with a parking At the last court date in Federal District Court last De=-
lot. Federal fund$—~our‘taxes—-would pay for the project, cember, HUD lawyers requested an adjournment while HUD re-
which total cost is estimated at $7,298,670.00, or $91,233.00 views its decision to finance the Casa Victoria project.
per unit. As planned, each apartment would rent for over The project has been under new scrutiny since a front page
$1,000.00 per month, with the government subsidizing 80% of article appeared in the NY Times concerning connections be-
thek;enti while tenants still pay $300.00 per month. A tween Senator D'Amato and Casa Victoria, as well as other
g::squ ot would provide space for owners to park their housing projects. Judge William Connor agreed to a temporary
3 restraining order halting the Casa Victoria project until
HUD decides on their $7 million loan for the project. HUD
The Board of Estimate hearing on La Plaza was scheduled for spokesman Craig Stewart said he would try to gakg ; ggc1:10n
noon, but did not begin until after 5:30PM, Meanwhile, La by January 10th. So far, in spite of the Bo;r e . z S
Plaza supporters waited patiently. At first, they were told recommendation, title to the La Plaza site has not been
by guards they would have to wait outside until the issue transferred to LESCHD.
was to be addressed because they are from the area of
Tompkins Square, but finally, they were allowed inside,
where they waited for over 5 hours. Strangely enough, no
members of the LESCHD waited there-~they and several members
of Community Board 3 arrived together at 5:00. Somehow, they
seemed to know exactly when the hearing was taking place!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE STRUGGLE TO SAVE LA PLAZA
CULTURAL, PLEASE CONTACT: LA PLAZA DEFENSE LEAGUE,
649 EAST 9TH STREET--APT#2D, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10009,
OR CALL: (212)673-6463

Eighteen people from the neighborhood of La Plaza expressed
their objections to the Casa Victoria project being built
on the site of La Plaza, suggesting many other sites nearby,
and urging preservation of La Plaza. In addition, Pastor
Wallenberg of the Lutheran Church on East 9th Street gave
his letter of support.

During the hearing, different people sat in for almost all
of the Board members, including Mayor Koch, Manhattan Boro
President David Dinkins, and most of the city's other Boro
Presidents. Community Board 3 members were laughing, chat-
ting and passing papers to the sit-ins, who did not appear
to even look at any of the documents submitted by the La
Plaza supporters. They also didn't seem to be listening to
any ‘of the speakers against the Casa Victoria project
before they voted to approve the title transfer to LESCHD--
(a decision that appeared to have been made long before the
public "hearing", even though Councilwoman Friedlander re-
ceived over 150 personal letters of support for La Plaza).

After the La Plaza supporters spoke, president of LESCHD and
CB3 member Antonio Pagan told the Board that La Plaza is "a
vacant lot...a drug-ridden hell hole that should be wiped
off the face of the Earth,.." Community Board 3 members
Krystyna PiorKOWska and Anne Johnson called supporters of

La Plaza "outside agitators", and claimed that they don't
represent the community around the park. Pagan also told

the Board that there are no investigations involving the
Casa Victoria project resulting from the D'Amato/HUD scandal,
which is untrue.

Two days earlier, on November 14, the city tried to present
a"notice of evic{:ion" addressed to "John and Jane Doe", to Federal llldga I.I!'gGS |Ogﬂllzed dl‘llgs
leave "the fenced lot on the corner of East Ith Strast and Drugs from cocaine to heroin should be legalized, taxed and dispensed by

Avenue C". Along with the notice came a bill from the city's ause the so-called war on drugs is failing, Manhattan Federal
Department of Real Property claiming that $53,755.00 in Eﬁfjgs;aéf)bl;elg\g.%weet said yesterday. & i

back rent is owed to the city for the use of the park!l “I suggest it is time to abolish the prohibition — to cease treating indulgence
in mind-alteration as a crime,” Sweet said in remarks to be delivered to the
Cosmopolitan Club.

NEIGHBORS WORKING TOGETHER ON LA PLAZA CULTURAT.

Some nearby businesses and store owners are afraid to openly The result “would be the elimination of the profit motive, the gangs, the drug
show their support for La Plaza because they fear retaliation dealers,” Sweet said.

by certain CB3 members who can use their influence against Sweet said the current effort to stem the drug epidemic by putting more peo-
them in the form of sanitation fines, denying permits, etec. ple in jail is not working.

As a result, most of them are supporting La Plaza anonymously, “The war on drugs has failed to stop the traffic, or to alter the social patterns
donating money, food and toys for neighborhood kids. Some which produce the phenomena,” he said.

Hispanic residents are hesitant to openly support La Plaza, Sweet is former federal prosecutor and a deputy mayor under Republican
even though they and their children enjoy the park, because Mayor John Lindsay.
they are living in subsidized housing projects managed by
groups opposed to La Plaza, and they too fear reprisals.

By Paul Moses I.l\uyl:hf:l}n}? Kresky.n\;ho E.Iedgﬁ the suit. In interviews in The New York 5
" ; . gep. SUit in of a group of Lower “If they lose 90 units of senior citi- Times and New York Newsday, David

dn: Mﬁﬁ'w&trﬁm“ 7 Slda residents, a.id_il. is based on qu- zens hm.s'mg. it u:uuid be a shame,” Burns, a regional economist for HUD, )

Mﬁ' lished reports quoting a HUD official D'Amato said, adding that he became  gaid he was told by a D’Amato appoin- g

ik il Al olh s o T L who said he was pressured bya D'Amato  involved because of the need for hous-  tee, former regional administrator Jo- P

appointee to approve the project. AD'A-  ing in the neighborhood. seph Monticciolo, to approve the pro-

mato campaign contributor was later The Lower East Side community ject even though Burns believed there §

chosen to build the development, but  group, LaPlaza Defense League, lost a  \was al m scki -
has since dropped out of the project. previous lawsuit it filed over the project g i :Eh:d:r::u Y S el
% in US. District Court in esterda in State Supreme Court in Manhattan. After Burns reversed his findings, the
Manhattan against HUD and the city - The case is on appeal. contractor was designated as JOBCO
seeks a court order barring them from The residents are fighting to main- n. 5 Great Neck, LI, developer that
allowing a senior citizens housing pro- tain a park they created on a vacant, coniributed to D’Amata’s rampai

joct planned fora *people’s Purk™ wt - - 7R city-owned plot that the city havgreed  JOBIG later droppett ourt o the prtyect
Avenue C and Ninth Street 10 sell to a developer for housing. Beciing of consiraction Gt
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FRIEDLANDER FREAKS AT PUBLIC MEETING!

SETS THE STAGE FOR TOMPKINS SQ

On November 15, a "public meeting" was called by City Coun-
cilwoman Miriam Friedlander and Manhattan Borough President
(now Mayor-elect) David Dinkins in order to announce a plan
concerning the fate of the homeless residents of Tompkins
Square Park. The meeting place, Public School 20 on Essex
Street, was surrounded by a multitude of police and their
vehicles, apparently expecting the worst from neighborhood
people that would be attending. At the corner of Essex and
Houston, a paddy wagon, 1l0. motor scooters, more vehicles
and riot cops were seen. Behind the school, more riot cops
carrying their helmets in special blue bags were seen, and
the front of the school was blocked off with police barriers
surrounded by about 50 cops, including ranking officers.
One observer commented,"there are enough salaries here to
rehabilitate at least one building".

At 5:50PM, approximately 150 marchers coming from a rally
in Tompkins Square Park arrived at the school, escorted by
scooter cops who pushed them onto the sidewalk by driving
their scooters into them. They were forced behind the police
barriers, where they waited to be admitted to the meeting.

At 6:00, police allowed members of Community Board 3 (CB3)
and the more right-wing elements opposed to the homeless in
the park, including Phil LaLumia, Krystyna PiorKOWska, and
Antonio Pagan, to enter the school ahead of everyone else,
since they had been waiting behind a special police barrier
to the right of the main entrance. Also present (and enter-
ing ahead of time) was Edgar Kulkin, the "special assistant"
to HPD Commissioner Abraham Biderman,who oversaw the demo-
litions of squatter-occupied buildings on East 8th Street
earlier this year, and whose job is on shakey ground now
that there is a new Mayor. When asked why he was there, he
said,"you know I have an interest in this community...I'm
interested in this meeting to see what they're planning for
the park". Twe video pigs were also present, filming the
vocal demonstrators waiting outside.

At 6:20, as rule sheets governing the behavior of those
still waiting outside were handed out, special guest stars
Henry Stern (Parks Commissioner) and Patrick Pomposello
(Manhattan Borough Parks Commissioner) arrived, making the
scene look like a movie premiere,complete with police escort.
By 6:45, everyone else was allowed inside. The middle of the
auditorium quickly filled with neighbors, activists, and the
homeless, while the right wingers and anti-homeless, some of
them wearing green paper tags which said:"Bring Back the
Park", sat clustered together on one side' of the room. The
ratio of homeless supporters to anti-homeless was about 2:1.
As the people filed in, the actors were already on stage--
Friedlander, Stern, and Deputy Manhattan Borough President

HOMELESS EVICTIONS.. .

Dennis DeLeon. Twelve cops stood by manning the exits, and
several covered the stage area. Also present were Lower East
Side activist attorneys Stan Cohen and Ron Kuby.

Friedlander, acting as the MC, threatened to have anyone
evicted from the meeting if they spoke out of turn, using
the massive police presence to back herself up. In spite of
this, many people loudly voiced their disapproval and outrage
over the policies of the Parks Department and the abuse of
homeless people in the park. Several times, she tried to have
people removed from the auditorium, but each time the cops
approached the people, both Kuby and Cohen stood and present-
ed their credentials as the people linked arms with others
and refused to move. Each time, the cops backed off.

After introducing the other two actors/politicians on stage,
Friedlander tried to prepare her captive audience for her
"plan" by entering into a long-winded rambling speech that
patted herself on the back, saying, "...we have fought for
the rights of all people here to have a home and housing...",
among other lies, citing a false record of building rehabs.
People on both sides continually asked her to stop talking
and to present the plan for the park, but Miriam was not yet
done performing and she wanted to milk the show for all it
was worth. She said that over a month ago, she "met with
volunteer groups and agencies and the Boro President and
Parks Dept, and came up with a plan...to see what alterna-
tives were available..." When someone loudly asked if she had
talked with people in the park, she lied and said she had.
Then, instead of describing her "plan", she introduced DeLeon

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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HENRY STERN,
MIRIAM FRIFEDLANDER, AND DENNIS DELEON

POLITICAL ACTIVIST FRAMED BY KOCH CRONIES!

As he left the public meeting set up by City Councilperson
Miriam Friedlander at P.S.20 on November 15, longtime poli-
tical activist Joel Meyers was arrested by 6 plainclothes
detectives from the 6th precinct and charged with "aggrava-
ted harrassment"”", based on a criminal complaint signed. by
Tim James, president of the Village Reform Democrat Club
(VRDC) , which is also known as former mayor Koch's political
crony clubhouse.

Tim James, of 59 West 10th St. (phone number:475-2775), is
the boyfriend of District Leader Liz Shollenberger (60 East
9th St., phone number:473-2787), who is named as a witness
in the complaint. Shollenberger is also associated with the
secret "2-3 Saint Mark's Block Association" run by ultra-
right-wing-fanatics Krystyna PiorKOWska and Kate Walter that
is trying to eliminate peddlers and homeless people from the
Lower East Side.

James has been heard speaking publicly,denouncing Joel at
length for several months, and has said that Joel lives in
Tompkins Square Park, and that Joel was friends with the
recently suspected murderer Dan Rakowitz. As a result, many
believe that he is obsessed with Joel for some reason.James
now claims that he has received threatening telephone calls
from Joel from September through November 13, including an
alleged bomb threat. James claims that he recorded the calls
and he identifies Joel as the caller., James was also present
at the community meeting on Nov.l5 and pointed Joel out to
Detective Louis Richardson, who waited until after the meet-
ing to arrest him.

As Joel was being arrested, Lt.Robert McKenna, of the 6th
and 9th precincts, told him,"I know who you are, you know
who I am, you know I don't like you, so you're going through
the system". Even though Joel gave police more than one
piece of positive identification--driver's license, voter
registration card, and a pay check stub, Detective Richard-
son insisted that Joel lives in the park, as he was told by
James. He told Joel that he would need people to come for-
ward to verify his address, but when they came to the 6th
precinct to do so, they were told that it was too late be-
cause Joel had given the park as his address, which was not
true. After being rejected for a Desk Appearance Ticket (DAT),
Joel was put through the system for two full days before he
was released on his own recognizance by the judge, who was
apparently satisfied with Joel's ID. Charged with an "A"

misdemeanor, Joel pleaded "Not Guilty", and got a motions
hearing set for December 15, in which his lawyer demanded
that the evidence be produced for the defense to examine,
Wasting no time at all to exploit.the false charges against
Joel.. "reporter" Betsy Herzog, of the Villager newspaper,
(who is also known as "police press" due to her very close
ties to 9th precinct cops and community board 3 members--so
much for "objectivity"!!), wrote in the November 23 issue

a thinly disguised accusatory article entitled:"Myers Arrest-
ed After Threats To VRDC". She wrote that James claims to
have received more calls after Joel was released, and she
quoted what was allegedly recorded on James' tape recorder
to make it appear that the caller responded to the name
"Joel". She also guoted the caller as saying:"...those
stinking cops...nearly broke my arm gquestioning me...", even
though no police brutality occurred during the entire time
Joel was under arrest, (One can only wonder what Herzog left
out of her alleged quotes from James' alleged recording!!)

Joel's lawyer, Bruce Feffer, a former president of the
Village Independent Democrat Club(VID), the VRDC's arch-rival
political club, of which Joel is a member of the executive
board, is very optimistic about Joel's case. The VID has been
supportive as well. Joel, who says his case"is based on the
lying say=-so of Tim James", is concerned about false witness-
es being used to frame him. If convicted, he faces a year in
jail. His next court date is January 29, at 100 Centre Street
in Part AP7, at 9:30AM.
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who gave the city's standard line that they are "taking steps
toward real housing, not HRA shelters". When she introduced
Stern, he was met with loud boos and hisses as Stern-o
dollars were waved and passed out to the audience. He rambled
about "momentous events" in East Germany, and ended by saying
the Parks Dept has recommended that the tents and homeless
shelters in Tompkins Square Park be removed. He then quickly
left the room with a police escort.

Y TILE: UNIAED STAIES) QB AMERICA
- 3 IF YOU DON'T HAVE MONEY e —'.' BRUTAL[TY .

YOU DOMT BELONG HERE o

DECEIT
K’?Adth.‘ RM-J\.

Gentrifier pe=—I=====
ONE D

Friedlander finally revealed her "plan" in her typical ramb-
ling manner: to set up a "Help Center" in Tompkins Square
Park for the homeless, to be run by 20 volunteer organiza-
tions, that would be open from 10AM-6PM for a period of three
weeks. She said that the Help Center would provide"beds in
well-supported areas", and stressed that these were "not
shelter beds, but protected beds". She also said that the
park would not be closed, but said,"we will be clearing the
park...the park will be returned as a park after three weeks".
This was met with applause by the right-wingers. In spite of

several requests by audience members, Friedlander refused to
.name the groups that would be running the "Help Center".This
fueled suspicions that this "plan" was nothing more than
referrals to the NY City's notorious shelter system run by
the HRA (Human Resources Administration). After more gquestion-

ing, Friedlander told the audience, "they asked not to be
identified”. Again she said "they are not shelters", but
when even more people loudly demanded to know who they are,
she finally caved in and gave a handfull of names: East Side
Services Center, Manhattan Borough Project, Partnership for
the Homeless, Beth Israel, and Odyssey House. One man in the
audience angrily pointed out that these groups deal with HRA
and the shelter system,

Another issue repeatedly brought up was the ABC Community
Center on East Fourth Street. Several speakers told Fried-
lander that ABC is more than large enough to handle all of
the homeless people in the park that the right-wingers are so
anxious to get rid of. Many asked for her support in getting
the Center returned to the community, but she only seemed
interested in making everyone in the room be quiet.

After the meeting, it was revealed that 15-20 people from
various social agencies and religious groups that provide
help for the homeless were not allowed inside, even though
Friedlander requested them to appear there, and though many
other people had already exitted the meeting. Susanne Ferco,
director of "The Street Sheet", which lists places where the
homeless can get free meals and clothing, complained that
even though she was invited, Friedlander refused to acknow-
ledge her presence. Another person locked out was Father
Harvey, the rector of St.Augustin's Episcopal Church, who
said that Friedlander's office would hear about this, adding
"I'm mad as hell".

As he left the building, DeLeon admitted the "Help Center"
won't provide housing, only referrals. He said referrals
won't be to shelters, but that "HRA are doing the outreach,
and will be staffing the booth and directing services".

Less than two weeks later, at the November 28th meeting of
Community Board 3, Friedlander told those preserf®, (including
many cops in the -audience), that the "Help Center" in the
park is a "success". She claimed that 55 homeless people were
"served" on the first day of operation and 54 the next day,
even though the "services" rendered usually consisted of no-
thing more than staffers answering questions about the "Help
Center", and giving out leaflets and cold sandwiches to the
homeless. She also admitted that the "Help Center" refers
homeless people to the shelters, including special "work
shelters" in Brooklyn, and that the main co-ordinator of the
"Help Center" is the HRA!!

SHADOW#8~--Page 7

=

DINKINS OFFICE

DEPUTY MAYOR SNUBS HOMELESS

BY CHRIS FLASH

On December 6th, the end of the three week grace period
announced by Councilwoman Friedlander at her "public meeting"
of November 15th, approximately 20 homeless people from
Tompkins Square Park, squatters and neighborhood activists
staged a sit-in at the offices of Manhattan Boro President
(now Mayor) David Dinkins at #1 Centre Street. They were
there to demand a meeting with Dinkins in order to enlighten
him on the real situation in Tompkins Square Park that he
will be inheriting from former Mayor Koch on January lst,
and to try to prevent the upcoming eviction of the homeless
and their shelters from the park. As they waited for their
meeting, some called the media and told them what was going
on, but when the media called Dinkins' office for confirma-
tion, they were told, "those reports are unfounded". As the
hours went on, the sit-ins were joined by their lawyer, Stan
Cohen, who was called to represent them, and Father Kuhn of
St.Brigid's church, who came to show his support and re-it-
erate his proposal that 10 city-owned abandoned buildings be
made available to the homeless. After waiting for 3 hours,
they were finally met by Dinkins' assistant (now Deputy
Mayor) William Lynch, who agreed to meet them in two days.

On December 8th, even more people from Tompkins Square met
with Lynch in a conference room. They spent the next 3 hours
explaining what was really happening in the park, that people
in the park look out for each other--unlike the predators in
the city's shelter system, that there is a lot of community
support for the homeless, and that Dinkins should not only
pay attention to the more vocal anti-homeless minority who
are politically-connected and who have formed groups against
the homeless, such as the "Tompkins Square Neighborhood
Coalition", led by right-wing prick Antonio Pagan, who has
been loudly ranting and raving that the park is "a haven for
drug dealers and users.(It should be noted that Pagan was
appointed to Community Board 3 by Dinkins). They also point-
ed out that the ABC Community Center building on East Fourth
Street could easily accomodate all of the homeless in the
park and more.

Before the meeting, Lynch stated Dinkins' position as:"He
supports the removal of the structures from the park". At

the end of the meeting, he re-stated this position, seemingly
unmoved by thé speakers and their pleas to find an alterna-
tive to tearing down the homeless shelters in the park. How-
ever, he did agree to go to Tompkins Square Park "to see for

myself what's going on", and said he would be there Sunday,
December 10th.

At 11:00 Sunday morning, dozens of neighbors waiting to meet
Mr.Lynch were told by Father Kuhn that Lynch's office called
to say that he couldn't make it because he was bed-ridden

with a cut finger!! Many felt angered and betrayed by Lynch,
whose word they accepted as the basis for ending the occupa-
tion of Dinkins' offices. Even one of the cops assigned to
the park said, "He's full of shit!!" when he heard what Lynch
did. As a result of more broken promises and more politicians
lies, several people decided to take matters into their own
hands and take it to the streets..

dJHOJO0S dIAVA A" OLOHd

Several arrests took place after the meeting on Avenue A near
3rd Street as 25-30 people marched up Avenue A to the park.
Some of them were cut off by scooter cops following when they
tried to cross the street. When they tried to walk around the
pigs, two women were pounced upon and beaten by the pigs. They
and two men were arrested and charged with "Disorderly
Conduct". They were all released after receiving DATs.
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