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_..__ __ .-........ ______ - ~'If there weren't so many .cops 

}:lere, I'd light up- a Toint";..- ­

F.clgar A. Kulkin, Special ASSis.­

tant to HPD Connnissioner Abe -

Biderman.(At the eviction of 

ABC Community Center Oct.26) 
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WAR DECLARED - - . "' . .. 

· ON 11IE HOMELE$$!! 
ITS WAR ON THE HOMELESS INSTEAD OF HOMELESSNESS 

Ever since last year's curfew imposed bn Tompkins Square 
Park and the resulting police riot, both of which were met 
with outrage by political activists and non-political 
people alike, resulting in a political mess, the right wing 
members of the neighborhood, Community Board 3, and. City 
Hall sought to develop new strategies to eliminate homeless 
people and squatters from the a~ea . pf Tompkins Square. 
Since the residents of the area have let it loudly be known 
they are against any new park regulations, curfews,or shows 
of force by the police, the powers that be have found a way 
to get the community to change its mind and actually request 
them to reinstate the curfew along with a larger police°" 

,presence in the area. 

This is to be accomplished by allowing conditions_ f n ·the 
park to deteriorate by decreasing or eliminating services 
by pa~~s department workers~-(less frequent o r no garbage 
removal, closing the bathrooms aftEfr removing the portable 
toilets,etc). This has caused the park to look like shit, 
with garbage piling up and people being forced to use the _ 
sides of buildings and bushes as toilets. This same stra- ' 
tegy was used last July, just before the parks department· 
raided the park and evicted the homeless-(with the help of 
police, of course!!), on the grounds that ·the park was ou~ 
of control and claiming that the - homeless were causing , 
unsafe and unsanitary conditions in the park. They may be 
using the same game plan to justify another raid on the 

, park in the near future!! 

This is the same strategy US® by the Reagan/Bush admin­
istration to justify their phony "war" on drugs--flood the 
country with killer drugs, allow drug-related crime to run 
rampant, and make even the staunchest libertarian scream 
for stiffer penalties and having the National Guard patrol 
the streets. Never mind that everyone loses their civil 
rights in the process, and of - course they back this bull­
shit up with a good propaganda campaign!! 

!Already, some formerly sympathetic neighbors are now join­
ing those who want the homeless removed from the park. They 
all say that the homeless people have made their point and 

_that the tents in the park should come down now, and that 
_homeless people shouldn't be living in the park • . 
Soon to be ex-Mayor Koch has nothing to lose, but every­
thing to gain by going after the homeless people and' squat­
ters that ha've been a thorn in his side during his term as 
Mayor. Not ·on,ly does he get satisfact1on through "-pay-backs", 
but he can also curry political favors from the incoming 
administration, whether it be Giuliani or Dinkins, by deal­
ing with the messy problems of controlling the homeless and 
evicting squatters from city-owned buildings--issues that no 
new mayor or politician wants to deal with! \Rumor has it 
that Koch's boys from HPD(Dept.of Housing, preservation 
and Development) and the Department of Buildings will hit 
all of · the squats - on "the Lower East Side in November, just 
before the election. )' 

There is a three-pronged strategy now in motion to get rid 
of the homeless: new restrictive parks ~ules and regula­
tions(designed to make even laying down on the grass a 
crime) along with plans to re-impose a curfew in Tompkins 
Square Park, evicting •the homeless from subway!:l and bus and 
train stations, and evicting squatters from city-owned -
buildings near the park. So where do they go from there? 
Homeless people removed from the parks will go to squats 
and subways, homeless removed from subways will go to 
squats and Tompkins Square Park (the only park in the city 
without a curfew), and homeless removed from the squats 
will go to the subways and the park--it all starts with 
the park!! · 

Through direct action and the politics of squatting, we can 
both deepen the . popular ocsupation of the park and build 
political support among the community at large. Tompkins 
Square Park is an o ccupied park. Looking at it as a squat, 
we must organize ourselves accordingly, with well-planned 
collective work day s, and drawing people from around the 
community to work on the ma intenance and reconstruction of 
the park. We don't need a multi-million dollar "renovation" 
requiring a partial or entire closing down of the park for 
over a year, as suggested by ASSistant Parks Commissioner 
Jack T.Linn '. REMEMBER: OUR WORK, OUR PARK!! 

·~--------------------------------------------· --------------

AS FOR COMMUNITY BOARD 3: 
Reme:nber that the community board doe s not represent t he 
entire community, or e v en a large enough . cross-section of 
the community. It is composed of politically-connected 
people, some of whom are seeking a political career, al l 
of whom are appointed by ~-':le Borough President and by the 
City Council member for that district. Most board members 

are landlords and business people or are connected to other 
groups who can ·use the board member's influence to accom­
plish their goals. Very few, if any, are normal rent paying 
tenants. 
Until Community Board 3 represents all facets of life in 
our community, people do not have to abide by any of their 
decisions, nor should they allow CB3's votes or r<;!soluticn s 
presented to the city 9overnmenE speak for them or their 
interests. 

(SEE PAGE 8) 

~~~--·---------
. RIOT COPS OFF THE HOOK· 

In spite of m.assive evidence of their guilt--credible wit­
nesses, videtapes and photos--two of the riot cops from the 
Tompkins Square Park Pig Riot of August, 1988, were found 
not guilty. lf trials with much- less evidence available 

· than this one can result in convictions of poor people and 
po_litical activists, then why is .there not at ·least egual 
"justice" for these two vicious pigs that connnitted an 
armed assault on the people of a neighborhood so far re­
moved from their own neighborhood just because they were 
hot and bothered and figured they could get away with it 
while their brother and sister pigs were doing the~ same 
ili~? . . - ' 

; Since the Pig Riot of August, 1988, many activists have been 
put through the system ~n hundreds of false arrests during 
protests against the city's fascist park and street regu­
lations. How can they tell us we live in a free country? 
They're lying!! We live in an openly racist police state 
where the rulers' laws have alreadv made criminals of us all. 
It's just a matte~ of building enough jails and camps to put 
us in. 
But the lies of the goverrl!llent have never been clearer than 
with the not guilty verdict for these pigs.,After the riot, 
the city and their uniform~d thvgs have gotten the names ; 
addresses, and phone numbers of every nerson who has come 
forward to give evidence against the police, from comnla:i,nts 
filed with the CCRB (Civilian Comnlaint Review Board) •, to 
witnesses at their trials. Their aim is to make sure you 
never speak out!! 

We now know that even if you video tape and ~hotograph 
police violence at close range, the pigs will still go 
scott free!! The only use the police state has and will 

· have for photos and video tape is to indict, arrest, entrap,11"1 
and frame the people. NOT the soldiers!! 

But let's remember this: Since that infamous night of 
August 6-7, 1988, the powers that be have not been able to 
impose a curfew on our park!! _ Our ~ark has now become an 
international symbol against oppression and for the poor 
and homeless. They may have won a battle here and there, 
but we the people of. the Lower East Side are winning· the 
war!! 
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FASHION' STATEMENT. A generation 

ago, Abbie Hoffman, prote~ter, wears his 

heart on his sleeve. 
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BOYCOTT AND TRASH THE NEW YORK PRESS--AGAIN!! 

Well, it looks like our old Yuppie swine pals at the New 
York Press are at it again. The last time we wrote about 
them, tney were (and still are} tossing out other news­
papers in stores where they """'Ieave theirs. This' time, 
instead of trying ·to fuck over other publications, they 
did it to themselves with their September 29 issue "Best 
of Downtown-1989". This piece of pretentious Yuppie bull­
shit :j.ists 191 "Bests", some of which glorifies Yuppie 
dives, and others which actually trash the NY Press' own 
advertisers. Normally, this meaningless Yuppie tripe 
written by meaningless Yuppie twerps doesn't mean shit to 
us--we don't care what Yuppies like or don't like!! But 
ween we s_aw two particular entries in their listings, we 
just had to respond because this time they've gone too far. 

Not only did one of the entries,"Best par£ of the city 
not to live in- East Village", trash their own advertisers, 
calling them "ugly storefronts selling the most expensive, 
wort.hless shit on earth", it also trashed the people who · 
live here, calling them " ••• satisfied, incestuous, pre~ 
surning white people." · 

The other entry, "Best article about Tompkins Square Park­
Kate Walker- N.Y..Times Op-Ed Page", actually glorified that 
sleazy letter written to the _N.Y.Times by right-wing fascist 
serf-described "liberal" Kate Walter (spokesman !'ind member 
of the "1-2 Saint Marx Block Association" that seeks to rid 
the St. Marx and Tompkins Square area of homeless persons 
and street peddlers who have no other way to 'survive) last 
July. [See SHADOW llS "Letters"] This is the "Best" article 
about Tompkins Square Park? A typical Yuppie shit head may 
think so, but how about asking some real Lower East Side 
residents for their opinions? --

Instead of even pretending to be sorry for allowing this ' 
trash to be printed with their name on it, the slime at 
Che N.Y.Press, when contacted by angry residents of the 
Tompkins Square area, would only say that they - are not 
responsible for what is printed in their paper!!!! --

Any self-respecting Lower East Side resident would do well 
to respond to this blatant attack and disrespect for our 
neighborhood by refusing to patronize businesses that do 
business with the N.Y.Press and letting them know why. Even 
self-respecting merchants shouid be angry (and smart) · 
enough to pull their ads from the N.Y.Press--After all, 
why should they support a publication that shits on them 
and their customers, and why should we support businesses 
that support such a publication? · 

(It looks like it's about time to re-activate our recycling 
program for the N.Y.P~ess!!l 

lest Article About To111pkl• Sq•re Park 
iallw.iter · ..,,,..,...Gp-Ed ..... -Fighting Words, In her July 26 1Jmes piece Kate Walter spoke for thousands of East 

Village residents who feel victimized by a v~l minority of bullies who do more harm 
than good to the legions of homeless with their obnoxious and self-serving tactics. 
Describing herself as a 14-year resident of the E.V., who's ."pro-choice, pro-gay and 
lesbian rights," who's in favor of more money for AIDS research', housing for the home~ 
less and low income people, who voted for Jess_e Jackson and who opposes funding the 
contras, Walter eloquently condemned the ostracism that she and like-minded neigh­
bors are subjected to by "anarchists" who believe that force is the only way to solve a 
complex and tragic problem. · 

They're all deranged, so they're all. 

PENU!v.IBRA'S WINNERS 
Winner of thi: Kate Walter Flight From Reality Award: The New York 

Press, which listed Ms Walter's mean-spirited N. Y. Time3 op-ed piece as the 

"Best Article About Tompkins Square Park." Walter, they explain, condemned 

those "who believe that force is the only way to solve a complex and tragic 

problem." Walter, of course, advocated forcible removal of the homeless people's 

shelters. On another page, see, the New York Prus derided a political figure 

for being "prudish, driven, [and] self-righteous." Does it talce one to know one? 

Hey, nobody can accuse the New York Pres3 of being prudish! They actually 
print things like "fuck you." My aren.'t we good and liberal? Fuck you, New 

York Press. 

Bast Part of the City Not to Live In 
East VIiiage . -· Knick-Knack. Who's there? If you're living in 

the East Village now, we apologize. If not, con­
gratulations. This rattish, over-written about 
place is swarming with the Santa Fe clubby:· 
satisfied incestuous, presuming white people. 
Best thi~g here are the homeless, since they 
could care less what lheir hair looks like after 
begging enough pennies to buy beer and ciga­
rettes. Even some of the crack dealers look 
healthier than the tourisma gentry, and fit into 
the curdled environment more naturally. What 
grates us most about the East Village though~ 
all the magazine restaurants now fi~ly m 
place, along with the ugly storefronts seJlmg the 

most expensive, worthless shit'on earth. Oi! What 
capitalism does for the immigrant! ' · 

''VLJPPres &~WARG.­

"PENUMBRA" HITS THE 
STREETS!! 

Earlier this month, a new paper popped up in stores where 
the SHADOW is usually left for free around Tompkins Square 
Park. It's called "Penumbra", which means "a partial shadow" 
and it seems to be a take-off on the SHADOW, but with a 
humorous twist. Their ·editorial says: "The SHADOW' s editor 

,wrote that his paper advocates everything and is not a rag. 
The Penumbra ridicules everything and is a rag." They add: 

" ... we tell it like it should be". 

Even though some of their stuff is a little wierd (like . 
yuppie recipes}, there's some great items, like Kate Walter 
making a fool of herself on WBAI, and quips on other SHADOW 
"favorites" like Inspector Gelfand and Deputy Inspector 
Julian ; both of the 9th Precinct, an interview with Lt. 
McKenna ("McKlowna"}, and _eve-n Kate Walter's buddy, \lltra­
right-wing-nazi-fascist-landlord-scum and C~lnrnunity Board 3 
member Krystyna PiorKOWska!! 

The reaction to Penumbra has been ~wift in coming~-some 
people think it's an attack on the SHADOW (we don• ~ think 
so} , and some even say it's anti:..semi tic! ! (Don't ask us_, 
we don't see iti!} Others see the humor in it, as we do. 
Pe.numbra tackles these stl:'ange people frqm a silly, yet 
factual point of view, so you can see how ridiculous they 
really are. 

Anyway, we at the SHADOW like Penumbra and hope they keep 
it up. After all, imitation is the most sincere form of 
flattery!! 

j. 
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NEl6ffBORHO«J'COMMUNITY-CEN1ER!! 
After removing drug dealers and junkies from the former 
school building P.S.105 on East Fourth Street, a task that 
police have been unable to accomplish in the many years the 
building was vacant, local neighborhood residents, activ­
ists, and homeless people from the Lower East Side, Tomp­
ki~s Square Park, and even some people from the Housi~g 
Now march to Washington last month set up the "Alpha Bet 
City (ABC) Community Center" on September 24~ 
On October 26, at about 12:00 Noon, offici~ls and workers 
from the HPD(Department of Housing, Preservation and Devel­
opment), accompanied by various bureaucrats from City Hall 
and many cops, attempted an illegal eviction of the home­
less people inside the Community Center. After building 
residents defended the Center from HPD's sledgehammers by 
dumping urine and bags of rubble from the top · floor, the 
work crew and cops backed off and stayed _across the street 
while ABC supporters stood on the front steps. After In­
spector Gelfand walked up to them ~nd pushed them out of 
his way, packs of pigs, some led by Seargent Wagner, and 
otliers b:: Captain "Dick" Savage (who lives up to his name), 
both of the Ninth Precinct, viciously attacked people who 
were on the steps and who didn't move out of their way fast 
enough. Arrests were made, mostly for disorderly conduct, 
and most of them got DATs(Desk Appearance Tickets). One man 
was put through the system, . being charged with 3 felonies 
for throwing an eggll(Clayton Patterson was a r rested on 
Julian's orders for "unauthorized use of a sound device" 
after Patterson berated him with a megaphone) 

Fortunately, the Community Center's lawyer Stan Cohen was 
on the scene. He negotiated with Deputy Inspector Julian, _ 
who 1wanted Cohen to convince residen~s inside to leave vol­
untarily. Julian. promised they would only receive DATs, but 
said that some of them would be charged with "reckless en­
dangerment" for throwing rubble from the windows earlier. 
After Cohen succeeded in getting the eviction stayed by 
Judge Solomon who set a hearing for October 31 , HPD l awyers 
got the s t ay overturned a few hours later by Judge Ostrau , 
all owing them to proceed with the eviction. 
By nightfall, s i x Community Center res i dents l e ft t he - build­
i ng and each r~ce ived tickets inst ead of arrests. "They were 
paraded in frodt of the cops outside .who couldn't identify 
them for throwing rubble. Many media people were pre sent. 

Harold Schwartz of HPD told repor ter s t hat the Community 
Cente r was to be owned and operated by the "New York Found­
ation for Senior Citizens", but he -admitted that they were 
not r eady to begi n wor king unti l sometime next spring. This 
f urt her made no sense to have the ABC Center evict ed now, 
j ust bef ore the cold weather is due. - -

As the night wore on, the number of angry people increased 
as the number of riot pigs grew and word spread that the 
eviction stay was overturned. -At about 6:20PM, as a fi r e 
roared near the intersection of Avenue Band Fourth Street, 
riot cops led by Inspector Gelfand and Captain Frey charged 
the crowd and pounced on selected people, including a woman 
who had a verbal argument with cops earlier. They beat and 
dragged her behind police lines where she disappeared. As 
people ran, more trash fires broke out in the streets, in­
cluding a huge one on Avenue C and Fourth Street, as f i re.~ 
trucks tried to keep on top of them. This was followed by . 
more sweeps by riot pigs who made arrests and mostly beat 

up women in the crowd, and dragged people behind police 
lines. Some eggs were thrown at them, but pigs on the roof 
of the corner building threw bottles at the demonstrators. 

_ Shortly after 10:00PM; during another . charge by riot pigs, 
one cop had an MS0 firecracker explode in his face after he 
beat someone, and he was led away crying in pain. Sgt. 
Wagner beat a female and male squatter and threatened a man 
with a camera when _he took his picture.Apparently, this 
latest charge was set off by one person allegedly throwing. 
an egg at the pigs. As they beat demonstrators, pigs vic• 
iously beat a homeless woman who was sitting on her belong­
ings after having just been evicted ·from the Community Center. 
She was taken by ambulance to Belleview Hospital for se~ious 

1 head injuries. 

For the next two hours, people stood by and fed the flames 
of the large bonfire in .the intersection as cops stood be­
hind their lines waiting (and hoping) they would dissipate. 

At about · 12:00 Midnight, riot pigs rushed the intersection, 
scattering demonstrators in 3 directions--on Avenue B below 
Fourth Street, Avenue B above Fourth Street, and on Fourth 
Street west of Avenue B. Having broken down the demonstra­
tors, cops -in full riot gear with shields marched down 
Fourth Street and picked off people to arrest, mostly for 
allegedly lighting fires and throwing eggs earlier. Every­
one arrested after the ABC residents was put through the 
system for a few days; and several were charged with fel~ 
onies in order to make it more difficult for them to get 
released any tima soon.Fires continued to break out on 
the streets as riot pigs kept marching toward. people, push­
ing . and beating them along the way, including' some people , 
trying to get home down the blocke4 off streets. By 3:00AM 
or so, most of the. demonstrators had gone home and cops re­
treated back to the Community Center on Fourth Street, which 
they kept blocked off. 

Later that morning, former residents were allowed to re-enter 
the building to get thei r belongings, after cops searched 
but were unable t _o find anyone else inside. Still later, it 
was sealed and re-locked and kept under police guard. A new 
demonstration was called that night in Tompkins Square Park, 
but it was heavily infiltrated by plainclothes cops, some of 
whom were well-disguised. This demo consisted mostly .of ~CYB 

(Revo l utionary Communi.Est . Youth Brigade} peop1e 1eading mar­
chexs around the neighbQ~hood, ch~nting and berating cops in 
front of the ABC Community Center. At ABC, cops got very ner­
vous and re-inforcemeqts arrived quickly, in riot gear and in 
plainclothes, but soob the demonstrators kept marching.Luck­
ily for the flatfoots, the crowd wasn't as angry as the night 
before because this time the pigs didn't respond with their 
usual violence. 

The following evening, Saturday, October 28, - 13 people who 
were arrested on October 26 _were arraigned and released. 

Clayton Patterson was held for an. extra day when he asked for 
a lawyer and cops claimed he refused to be finger-printed. He 
was arrested once more that day after receiving a DAT earlier 
for using the portable PA, and during that arrest, the pigs 
destroyed his camera which contained filmed evidence of their 
beatings of demonstrators. · 

Three pe~ple were still "in the system", and as of this writ­
ing are expected to be released later today, October 29. All 
told, there were 42 arrests that night. 

, on Saturday, November 4, there will be a community meeting at 
the bandshell in Tompkins Square Park to discuss the status 
of the ABC Community Center. Everyone and anyone concerned 
should attend and help them get back their building. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 

SGT.WAGNER(LEFT)LEADS YOUNG WOMAN AWAY 
AFTER ROUGHING HER UP BEFORE ARREST-10/26 
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JUSTICE IN AMERIKKKA: 
✓ ,.. 

On October 16, over a year and two months after they 
participated in the Tompkins · Square Pig . Riot of August 6- 7,, 
1988, two of the hundreds of uniformed .thugs, Officer Eric 
Vecchi and Officer Ed Skryzpek, finally went on trial for 
their vicious beating of video artist • Paul Garrin'. 

The two goons, who look like Mutt and Jeff, wisely 
waived their right to a trial by jury, choosing instead -a 
trial by judge. The judge in this case was Murray Mogel, 
an old hack judge who wore a scowl on his face during the 
entire length of the trial, when he didn't have his eyes 
closed, half sleeping. ,· 

The first person to testify for the prosecution (handled 
by Assistant District Attorney Carol Stokinger) was 
Captain Gerald MacNamara, former Commanding Officer of 
the 9th Precinct, and the one person who -started the riot 
in the first place by calling in the. hundreds of riot cops 
to Tompkins Square Park to enforce a curfe~. On the stand, 
he admitted that the chain of command was chaotic, and 
that there was no supervision of the riot cops involved, 
even though this assault was planned out a week ahead of 
time by MacNamara and other police officials. 

Next came video maker Clayton Patterson, rwho described 
what he saw when he videotaped Office Vecchi throwing 
Garrin against a wall on Avenue A between 5th and 6th 

' Streets, and then beating hi111 with his club, as his video 
played on the television in the courtroom. Patterson's 
video showed Officer Vecchi throwin~ Garrin against a 
wall as Garrin tried to stop Vecchi s swinging nightstick 
with his free hand while cradling his video camera in the 
other hand. Officer Vecchi could be heard saying, "If . 
you raise your fucking hands to me, I'll break your skull-­
you got me?" Garrin answers: "Yeah, I got you." (Later 
that day, after his testimony, Patterson saw the court 
stenographer in the hall outside the court talking with 
the defendants.) · 

P~eee7son was followed by Paul Garrin, who also played 
his ~ideo tape, which caught Officer Skryzpek striking 
Garrin ~nd another photographer repeatedly with his 
nig~tstick as they stood atop a parked van filming the 
police belo~. As the tape played, Garrin was requested 
by ADA Stokinger to explain ~hat was haupening in each 
f 7am~. A~ Garrin pointed out where one cop's club was 
hitting him and where he was being slammed against the 
wa~l, the def~nse_attorney obj ected. Judge 'Mogel sus-
1~a1ned, the obJ ec~ion and then angrily shouted at Garrin: 

I don t need a running commentary on this -- I can see 
for myself". This outburst was ominous because this was 
no~ jus~ the j~d~e speaking -- he was the judge and jury!! 
As Garrin te~tified, he was further subjected tonostility 
by court officers, three of whom surrounded him with their 
hands near their guns, yet no officers stood near the 
defendants, as is normal nrocedure in aw criminal trial!! 
On top of this, the courtroom was fille with ' uo to 20 
plai~clothes cops, many of whbm Patterson recognized from 
Wa~hington Square Park and Tompkins Square Park, all young 
whi~e males, all of whom looked threateningly at Garrin, 
trying to stare him down and intimidate him After 
Garrin's testimony, they left almost in uni~on. 

STILL FRAME FROM G:ARRIN'S VIDEO SHOWING 
OFFICER SKRYZP!K ATTACKING HIM ON THE VAN 

The last person to testify for the prosecution that day 
was photographer John McBride·, who also stood with Garrin 
on top of ·the van during the pig riot. He: was also hit 
by Officer Skryzpek's club as he and Garrin tried to get 
off the van. When he got down, the cops on the other 
side of the van left them alone because they hadn't done 
anything wrong . . McBride ran from the scene because he 
feared for his life, even after suffering a leg injury · 
by Skryzpek that made it ·hard for him to walk for over a 
week afterward. As he ran, he looked back and saw Garrin 
on the ground' being poked .by Vecchi ' with his club. 

The next day, the "trial" continued with the testimony of 
photographer Peter Levasseur. At the moment Garrin was 
getting thro~m to the ground by Officer Vecchi, Levasseur 
was being pushed and shoved by cops past Garrin. This was 
seen on Patterson's video which was replayed in court as 
Mutt and Jeff's family looked on with interest. As 
Levasseur passed the scene, he was able to take a photo 
of Vecchi with his club raised, , grabbing Garrin by 
the collar with Garrin on his knees trying to cover his 
head to shield himself from the coming blows of the 
nightstick. Just after the photo was taken, Garrin was 
hit several times by Vecchi's club, and suffered cuts and 
bruises, but he was able to save his video camera from 
harm. • 

PHOTO SHOWING OFFICER VECCHI (RIGHT) GRABBING 
GARRIN BY THE COLLAR JUST BEFORE HITTING HIM 

For some reason, ADA Stokinger then' called, as the prose­
cution's next witness, Lt. Anthony Jannazzo, of the 5th 
Precinct. He said that, on the night of the riot, he 
resnonded to a radio call (a "1085") to assist cops in 
the· ar~a of Tompkins Square Park. Patterson's v ideo was 
then replayed in order to establish•his presence there, 
but Jannazzo couldn't be seen clear1y. The proseeution 
was trying, but failed, to establish that Jannazzo could 
be seen on the video telling cops to hold their line at 
Avenue A and 6th Street. Jannazzo's testimony seemed to 
be more useful to the defense, which used him to say that 
there was no chain of command and no instructions by 
commanding officers, in order to justify the ·defendants' 
actions. When the . ADA finally asked an important ques­
tion: "In your opinion, is it appropriate for uolice, to, 
hit people on a van not doing anything?", the defense 
quickly objected and Judge Mogel sustained the objection. 
The next "witness" for the prosecution was equally ques­
tionable -- Captain William Klapenmeyer, (Commanding 
Officer of the 11th Detective Division), who had once 
worked with Captain MacNamara at the 9th Precinct two 
years 9go. He said that on the night of the riot he 
went to Tompkins Square Park to "say hello" to MacNamara 
at 12:45 a.m. because he "knew the potential for problems" 
adding that he had .no specific function because he had 
not .expected to be there. The only somewhat im~ortant 
question asked by ·the prosecution was: "Were you ordered 
to clear tq.e Park?" Klapenmeyer answered: "No", but 
added that he gave an ·order to use force only when neces­
sary -- "when force used, . arrests must follow ... 

. Xa.cNamara gi:ive the same in~tructions." Once again-, this 
prosecution .witness'· testiinqny was made more useful to 
the · defense, since they' used him to establish that there 
was a lack ' of, connnunication, ·. c;:ontrol, and that there had . 

, been no crowd control trai.ntng for these cops. befor·e the 
riot .• . Us_ing both of the o'fficers' testimony, the defense 

· sought . to ·establish that the' defendants were simply young, 
inexperienced cops, not familiar with dealing with a riot 
situation. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 
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-DEMQ ,'.·ATTEMPT .! ! 
By CHRIS FLASH and LAWRENCE 

Jn September 11, -at approximately 5:00PM, the lower three 
floors of the Umbrella House (an artist collective squat 
building at 21-23 Avenue C) were filled with dust when the 
building next door at 25 Avenue C collapsed into itself. 
Except for some dust on the street, the boarded up building. 
looked as it ~lways had. Within minutes, Fire Department 
trucks and police emergency vehicles arrived at th~ build­
ing. When firemen told' Umbrella residents they would have 
to evacuate their building because it was next door to #25, 
"Eviction Watch" was called into action as fast as the city 
called in 'a "Collapse Rescue Team", even though #25 had 
been partially collapsed for weeks, making it impossible 
for anyone to ' be living inside. By 7:00, emergency vehicles 
and fire trucks blocked off Avenue C, between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets as more vehicles rushed to the scene. 
At 8:00, a fireman said they would have to relocate the 
residents of Umbrella House, qS well as tenants of #27. Th_e 
south wall of #27 had a hole in the brick work near the 
roof, but for the most part, #25 had fallen clear of both 
#21-23 and #27, posing no danger to either building. #27 
was evacu~ted o~ its tenants, and most of the Umbrella's 
residents were on the street, with a few remaining inside, 
not trusting city officials gathered outside. One cop told 
a woman from Umbrella that people would be allow~d to get 
their belongings when it is judged safe, but he adaed:"When 
one building collapses, it makes ~thers next to it collapse" 
(By that logic, the empty lot at #19 would have caused the 
collapse Of "#21-23 ! ! ) As a crowd of squatters, activists, 
and homeless people gathered in front, firemen walked freely 
in and out of Umbrelia House. When they tried to break down 
one , of the walls, the re~idents stopped them. At that p6int, 
there were about 10 squatters inside, with others able to 
enter withput being stop,red by the police. ' _ 
At 8:15, a woman tryJng to re-enter was stopped by Inspector 
Gelfand and the orange _police line was moved further away 

from the building entrance. Emergency Service Unit cops, 
carrying sledgehammers, bolt cutters, clubs and flashlights, 
1:ntered the house to force everyone out, on the orders of 
Inspector Gelfand. One cop told the others:"Remember, you 
may have fuckin' junkies in here." They made their way slow­
ly up the stairs, going from room to room, telling residents 
to leave. As some people hid in one room, cops below on the 
street looked up and waved. When one cop entered the room, 
he told them:"I don.'t care if you live here, I have someone 
telling me what to do ••• I could care less if you get killed 
here." 

As some people left the building, , others remained behind, 
hiding in various places, undiscovered by the cops. Outside, 
Gerry Trudell, candidate for City Council, spoke with Gel­
Fa.nd who told him:" •.• I have no desire, or inclination, or 
order, or mission to remove you from the house ••• vou can 
have it in writing. II When· asked if he would put it in writ­
ing, Gelfand asked:"What do you want me to write?" "What 
you just said", Trudell told him. Gelfand res~onded with: 
"I'm putting down what I want, and if you don't believe me, 
that's tough shit." 'When a resident tried to ask him a 
question, he got even angrier and thr·ew the paper he was 
writing on to the ground. It said:"evacuate for safety of 
tenanta, if building is declared safe, they can re-enter." 
Suprisingly, he si~ned it!! 
At 8:40, everyone in front of Umbrella was forced behind 
the orange line, but several people remained inside.(A fe-

_male cop guarding the. ribbon was recognized as having par­
ticipated in the Tompkins Square Pig Riot of 1988. Riot 
veterans remembered her enjoyment as she viciously beat 
people. Her name is Fleming o'f Midtown South Task Force, 
Badge #20393). Standing by were auxiliary cops and a man 
from the Red Cross who took the names of people displaced. 
He said he was "offering shelter for those dispiace~ f rom 
the building collapse." (It's strange that the only time 
that homeless people are offered ·hotel .rooms to . live in are 
when they are burned _out of squat buildings) A squatter re­
sponded by telling him:"If you want to help me, {lly clothe s 
are in there." (Pointing to Umbrella House) 

While COQS roamed freely .in· and out of 'umt rel i a House, the 
press room was vandalized by - pigs who destroyed artwork 
done by artists in the building. They wrote "Fuck You" with 
a marker and poured ~nk over the illustrations and tore the 
room apart. Outside, activist attorney Stan Cohen arrived, 
and then came Deputy Inspector Mi_cheal Julian (Commanding 
Officer of the nearby 9th Precinct), who was .dressed in a 
fancy three piece suit. ESU cops told him the current stat­
us there. 

At 9:05, two police dogs appeared to help sniff out people 
still inside the house. Instead, one of them pissed and 
shitted in front of the building. Soon, one cop was seen 
ex;i ting the house with a six-pack ' of ·Gatorade, and then 
two grocery bags were removed from the buildi1ng and brought 
t~ an ESU vehicle. Qne woman resident questioned a · cop 
standing nearby about the bag.s (P .o. Komarow - Badge Number 
27648), but he just ignored her. When- she saii<i: "I'm talk­
ing. to you," he said:"Oh my goodness--do you demand _ser=­
vice.?" The woman said: "Yes, I do." He responded sarcasti­
cally : "Then go to a restaurant," see a maitre'd and ask for 
a nice table." Stan Cohen a Pked to speak with Gelfand, . and 
one cop went to fetch him. :i.n \ .1e meantime, Cohen s_noke 
with Julian, asking about residents' belon~ings. At 9:20, 
15 or more people arrived at the corner of Avenue C and 2nd 
Street, chanting and raising banners, and spray painting 
"Fuck the Police", and "Fight the Power" in the street. 
Julian quickly walked ~way, shaking his head. 
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At 9:33, the police dogs left the building, unsuccessful. 
Cohen told the pe9ple gathered that t~ Buildings Dept. 
will allow him to sit in on a meeting to decide the sa£ety 
of 21-23 Avenue C, as well as an architect from the Bullett _ 
Space. At that point, a stalemate took place with police 
maintaining their positions, and demonstrators standing 
their ground. Suddenly, P.O. Br'atkow (Badge #23534) pushed 
neighborhood activist Frank when he objected to their 
presence there. People began chanting "Housing, Not Cops"., 
and demands wer~ made to see Charles Smith of the Dept. of 
Buildings. Af ter approaching the demonstrators, Gelfand 
sho~ed Frank into the crowd, and was quickly esco~ted aw~y 
b y other pigs : As Frank protested, Bratkow elbowed him 
several times. 

Suddenly, Mayor Koch arrived in his limo, looking for votes 
since the primary was the next day.When he was told by' 
Julian that many squatters were left homeless by the col­
lapse and were demonstrating in the street, Koch was b eard 
to say:"Who cares about them?"(Obviously, he didn't want 
the squatter vote!!) He was then greeted with chants of 
"Koch, you liar, we'll set your as~ on fire!!" 

At ~:50, a tru~k carrying police bar~iers pulled up to 
~venue C and . 2nd Street, and w9 s blocked by protesters. 
Some pigs tried to ~get them out of their wav, so P.O.Freer 
(Badge #70~6) hit Frank in the ~hest with a-barrier. Cops 
then doubled barriers across Avenue and in front of the 
Umbrella House. Shortly after 10:00, some demonstrators 
marched- to Avenue A to get more people. By 11:~0~ many · 
could be seen at Avenue C and 3rd Street, some chanting. 
Julian told people gathered at 2nd Street that cops were 
standing by until the Buildings Department returned. When / 
told that cops had assaulted Frank with a barricade, he 
said: "The cops were showing me *hey were cut up, and I · 
don't know what was going on, t e guy was cut, said he got 

. hit with a banner, he got blue splinters."(!!) 
When he was asked about residents removing their belong­
ings, _Julian said:"We're not at that phase, yet." One resi..: 
dent toid him:"We will videotaping the demolition crew, so 
there won!_ t be any bulldozer hitting any building." He was 
referring to the demolition of 316 East 8th Street last 
April 1st, which was brought about after an HPD crew truck 
"acci-B ent;.ally" ran into it, loosening the facade. Julian 
told him they may do th .. e demo by hand. Th,e same resident · 
told Julian about how they've taken hbmeless people from · 
the street, gotten them jobs, and given them a place to get 
back orrtheir _ feet. Julian askeu him if he has gone through 
the community board to work through them, and he ·was told 
by. another resident:"They won't support us." The first res­
ident said:"We're fighting a bunch ;f ba~ guys here~ .• 
there's gonna be bogus decisions ••• " 

.When Keith Thompson asked Julian what would be done about 
the pigs who hit and ~hoved people earlier, even grab-
bing a woman and swinging her around in circles, Julian 
told him . he could make a civilian complaint report. 
As Julian spoke with people, it was revealed that while 
Avenue C was _flooded with cops, a young woman had just been 
muqqed at knife point ~round the corner!! -~ 

At about 3:30AM, a work crew arrived to begin tearing down 
#25~ erecting a barrie~ made of joists from the collapsed 
building. By the time it was daylight, they had a crane 
and started demolishin~ the remains of #25. Just as the 
residents of Umbrella feared, the HPD crew hit their north 
wall with the crane. A~ that'point, a few residents stepped. 
onto the f.ire escape and revealed their pr~ence, warning 
the- crew that they would be held responsible for any damage 
done to their building. (By then, the damage done to the 
press room had been discovered and residents had quickly 
b,arricaded the front door from the inside. ) When the crane 
operator saw them, he stopped the crane and jumped out. 
More cops were called in and they tried to break down the 
front door with a battering ram. After failing to get it 
open, they _threatened the residents inside with arrest, 
say ing they woul d enter through the fire escape with a 
ladder . Then they s Aid the residents woul B b e arrested, but 
would be allowed to re-enter at 5:00PM when the demolition 
crew would be finished. (This promise meant very little 
since t he c ops couldn't get into the building to make any 
arrest s , and they weren '·t going t o let anyone r eturn i nside 
for at ·1east another day. ) 

I 

The nex t day, September 13 , a few residents wearing camo- -
flage clothing put up three banners reading: "We wil l re­
spond to ariy- damage done to our home", "No claw", and "Don't 
accidentally hit the building". More cops came and once 
again ·an ar,r~st ultimatum was given. After Stan Cohen and 
Julian conferred, an agreement was reached allowing resi­
dents to remain inside the building during r ubble removal 1 
from #25 if they would stay on the other side of Umbrella, 
away from where the demo crew was working. Other Umbrella 
residents still outside were permitted behind .po lice lin~s 
on Avenue C . and sat across the street from Umbrella to 
watch arid videotape the crew to make ~ure no " ~ccidental" 
damage wou ld be done to their home. J ulian also allowed 
friends of Umbrella House to enter with a chain ladder from 
the fire escape and bring food in to the residents inside. 
(The HPD-hired crew was "BC Demolitions", the same c ompany 
that demolished squat buildings on 8th Street mon t h s a go.) 

By 5:00PM, the street w~s re-opened and everyone in #27 and 
Umbrella was allowed to return to their homes. Once again, 
HPD was stopped in their tracks in trying to -des t roy the 
Umbrella House. Last April 12, HPD workers tried but failed 
a _n illegal eviction· there ·with the help of cops who later 
decided they - wan.ted no part of it and told the HPD crew to 
leave the residents alone. This time, HPD tried to get the 
building damaged "accidentally" so that it could be declared 
"unsafe" and then •be evacuated and demolished, just as two 
buildings at 316 and 319 East 8th Street were earlier this 
sumrner. _Now the HPD creeps say they will go the leghl route 
to try to get the Umbrella residents evicted. Nowt at would 

be a novel approach!!• (SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 11) 
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BY CHRIS FLASH '4S;· 0---- ---·--~ ---
)n Thursday, October 19, at the Parks Committee mt~ting of 
community Board 3, about 150 people claiming to represent 
the community expressed their anger over homeless people 
living in Tompkins Square Park . They were egged on by right 
~ing CB3 memb~rs Krystyna PiorKOWska and Phillip LaLumia, 

,., 

- ooth of whom blamed the Tompkins Square Park Task Force 
(a CB3 committee) for getting the recently placed plastic 
garbage cans replaced by metal barrels that homeless people 
can use for fires in order to keep warm in the cold weather. 
Someone at the Parks Committee meeting· said that sparks from 
the barrel ' fires- could travel through the park, hit the 
brick buildings across the street and set them on fire and 
"burn down the whole neighborhood"!! This group also sought 
to have all of the new fascist parks regulations recently 
passed by Parks Commissioner Henry Stern enforced in Tomp­
kins Square Park, claiming they have a petition with 600 
signatures on it. · 

· Committee chairman Charles Crespo suggested that the only 
way to break up the homeless encampments in the park would 
be· t~ re-instate a curfew in the park. Assistant Parks . 
Commissioner Jack T. Linn (telephone number:360-1310), also 
in attendance , agreed. He said the park could be closed by 
arranging for a "renovation",· and he drew a diagram of the 
park showing what sections of the park could be closed off 
dbring "renovation", adding that he could close the park 
entir~ly for 12-18 months during a ."total renovation".. He 
said:"It won't be easy to do this ••• remember what happened 
last year(when a curfew in Tompkins Square Park led to a 
full-scale police riot) ••• here's someone who started the 
riot ••• " With that, he pointed to local political activist 
Joel Meyers, one of the few people there obj~cting tp their 
plans. _ ' 
On Tuesday, October 24, homeless persons from the park and 
neighborhood activists were ready for the monthly general 
meeting of Community Board 3 at Public· School 126 in China­
town. About 150 were there an hour before the 6:30 meeting, 
after marching en masse from the park. Outside the school, -
two cop cars from the 5th Precinct sat along with a police 
truck -carrying barriers. Young people and curious residents 
of nearby housing projects looked on through the windows, 

· enjoying the scene of banners being,hung on walls reading: 
"Stop the War on the Poor''· , and "Gentrify is Genocide", 
as people chanted and smoked pot. By 6:30, CB3 l!lembers 
arrived, some with confused looks and others giving dirty 
looks to the protesters there. Someone was aboutr, to hang up 
an Arnerikan flag next to an· anarchist and squatte r flag, but 
then decided to BURN IT instead!! Then a Parks Department 
flag was brought up, but that burning was stopped by ~lain­
clothes cop Miriam Rivera, who was there with "Honorary 

Detective" Richard Johnson and a few Parks Department 
flunkies . . 
Public Session began with a speech by Keith Thompson, who is 
a homeless resident of the park. He told board members that 
the homeless are _also members of the co~unity, and reminded 
them that they tried a curfew last year, "and it ain't gonna 
work" this year. Other speakers spoke against the curfew and 
CB3 Chairman Anne Johnson tried to stop a woman fr,om spe~king 
because she didn't wri~e her address on the request form, but 
the woman refused to give up the microphone. Then Johnson 
went crazy and began a tug of war with her and finally snap­
ped the cord in half!! The protesters then came to the rescue· 
with their own portable PA carried during their march, so the 
woman was able to speak in spite of Johnson's tantrums. The 
woman told the board members that we are all members of the 
community, made homeless by yuppies and landlords adding: 
"If you didn'.t get the park when you had 1500 cop~, what 
makes you think you' 11 get it now?" She als·o pointed to the 
death of Eddie Rudder last January, on the co l dest day of the 
year, after a cop extinguished his barrel fire i n_ Tbmpkins 
Square Park. · · 

.•t• :,,;i 
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CB3 CHAIRMAN ANNE JOHNSON STARTS TUG OF WAR FOR MIKE 
CORD FROM THE H'.ANDS OF A WOMAN'WHO HAD. SIGNED UP TO SPEAK 

~ •~111 r .... 

Photo by David Sorcher 

RIOT COPS LINE UP TO "PROTECT" THE COMMUNITY BOARD - . 

At this point, cops were present in the hallway as City 
Council Member Miriam Friedlander told the speakers: "Alright, 
you made your point--get,out!!" Thompson told her: "We are 
the voice· of the Lower East Side",. but two ladies in the 
audience yelled at him and said that they were, and objected 
to the protesters' actions. One of them got into a scuffle 
with a homeless man with AIDS, and she got hit with an egg. 
At 7:00, about 2 doz~ riot-equipped cops entered the small 
room wearing riot h~lmets and carrying their clubs. They 
stood betwee~ Community Board officers and the atdience, as 
Anne Johnson stood on a chair b~hind them with a gavel in 
her hand, announcing that she had the floor--under police 
guard!! Instead of being frightened, the curfew p rotesters 
shouted angrily at them:"Curfew, try it, we' l l have another 
riot". Lower East Side activist attorney . Stan Cohen arrived ' 
as chanting continued:"Pigs out of the meeting ", and " No 
cops--no meeting". Johnson said there was a motion on t o e 
floor to adjourn the me(:!ting ·, and someone asked · Friedlander 
to get the riot cops to leave the room. Sev erai media people 
were present from Newsday, WPIX, and the Com-Post. 
Suddenly, at 7:15, someon~ from the new ABC (Alpha-Bet-City) 
Community Center on East 4th Street arrived and announced 
tha·t 11.; cops were outside :the center, preparing to invade 
it . About twenty people left the meeting to go to the center, 
but most everyone else remained, some suspecting it was a 
diversion to get the pro*stors out of the meeting. Outside 
the meeting, many riot G:pps stood by. By 7:20, with the 
meeting in total disarray, the riot cops left the room, bu·t 
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ACTIVIST L~W . 
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Welcome to 
POLICE 

our '·Humble 
STATE 

NYC 

(Special report by Carl Treasurer and Flash) _ 

I have suggested in my columns in the SHADOW that you do 
not have to identify yourself to the police . I don't want 
to mislead the public into believing the cops will back 
down from that situation. They believe their authority is 
paramount and when faced with people who refuse to rec­
ognize or accept it, they see that as a personal attack on 
their power. 

. 
Early in September, attorney Stanley Cohen, who has been 
representing homesteaders, squatters, political activists 
and homeless people on the LES, was arrested after he re­
fused to show his ID to two cops who were harrassing him, 
but who had not charged him with a crime!'. A week earlier, 
his vehicle was given 5 parking tickets, and it was towed 
away as he represented squatters of the Umbrella House on 
Avenue C that was being beseiged by police and HPD (Dept . 
of Housing, Preservation and Development--better known as 
"Housing Prevention and Demolition"). At the time of his 
"arrest" , he had been in Tompkins Square Park with friends, 
photographing police pointed out to him as brutalizers of 
homeless persons in the park. When he left the park and 
went to his vehicle parked outside , he was approached by 
Officers Moore and Kidd . Kidd gave him a ticket for a 
moving violation even though he wasn't in his vehicle . 
Kidd told him:"I'm gonna find something else to give you a 
ticket for!'." With that, he gave Mr. Cohen 3 tickets and 
said that he can give him a ticket every 20 minutes. Mooire 
demanded to see Mr. Cohen's ID and Cohen refused, asking 
"On what authority?" Moore replied : "I'm a police officer." 
Cohen told him "So what? I'm a citizen .. " When Cohen told 
him he didn't have to show him ID, Moore said that he did, 
if he broke the law. When Cohen asked what law he broke, 
Moore looked around, and with a smile said: "You jaywalked, 
yeah_, that's what you did, you 1:aywalked." After Cohen 
still refused to show them hisD, a back-up unit with a ' 
sergeant arrived and told him he was going to the 9th 
Precinct for "investigatory review". Cohen told them there 
is no such t~ing (he's a lawyer after all!!), that it's 
either a "custodial arrest", or he would walk away. They _ 
told him they weren't arresting him, but bro,ught him to J the 
9th P~ecinct on East 5th Street anyway where he was frisked 
and searched. When the Desk Sgt. saw his ID and realized he 
was a lawyer, he could · (.,:y say "Oh Shit!!". The Desk Sgt. 
said this could have been avoided with ID shown earlier, 
and Cohen pointed out that he gave Kidd his card much· 
earlier and Kidd had torn it up. In the back room, Moore 
and Kidd joked about putting Cohen through the system for a 
few days as "John Doe Jaywalker". Finally, the Desk Sgt. 
told the cops "You fucked up--give him a DAT (Desk 
Appearance Ticket) and let him go". Cohen was released just 
as many people were preparing to converge on the 9th 
Prec~nct to demand his release . 

When he left the 9th Precinct, both sergeants involved spoke 
with Cohen in an effort to get him to fo_rget the ·whole 
thin~. One told him:" ... these are young cops, they · have a .. 
t ough job on the Lower East Siqe, and they don't ,feel appre­
ciated . " Cohen replied : "The way they manifest their lack of 
appreciation is to arrest lawyers, to beat homeless, and to 
harrass people? If they don't fe·e1 appreciated, it's because 
their track record speaks for itself." 

P.O.MOORE(LEFT) AND P.O.KIDD(RIGHT), HANGING OUT WITH . 
SUSPECTED MURDERER DA~ RAKOWITZ IN TOMP~INS SQ.PARK 

rPHOTO BY JOHN PENLEY 

When he appeared in court to answer the "charges" of jay­
walking, the judge moved to dismiss the case, but Mr .. 
Cohen refused. He plans to fight the charge and use his 
case to expose Officer Kidd and Moore's brutalizing of 
people in the park. Recently, Cohen's law partner ran into 
Deputy Inspector Julian, the Commanding Officer o~ the 9~h 
Precinct. He apologized for what Kidd and Moore.did! saying 
he couldn't beli·eve they would charge someone with Jay-

· walking. He also said they would b~ tra~s~erred out . of 
· Tompkins Squar-e Park, but as of this writing, the¥ are 
still assigned to the park. There have been countiess com­
plaints rec·eived regarding Kidd and Moore. They a:e 
dangerous in the sense that they create havoc, bait people, 
push, and beat people, according to information received by 
Cohen . / 

There is no doubt that there · is a •'"Hit List" of people 
identified by the police as community activists and . 
"leaders" and they're focusing on them increasingly . If 
they will do it to an attorney, they will do anything and 
even more to anyone else. 

If someone of principle and commitment is seen fighting the 
machinery of state which functions on intimidation, fear, 
and abuse of power, they will do anything in their power 
to try to destroy them. Sometimes this has been accomplished 

, through arrest prosecution, indictment, trials, and other 
times through ~iolence and murder--they've done it before 
and they'll do it again. 

"Laws are created by white upper class men to . represent the 
interests of white upper class· men. $100 is better sp~nt on 
self~defense than 100 lawyers." ' 

MISSINC f'OVN0ATION'S M£CAPHON£ ANO 
(l(h/ER R.YTHM ROCK TOMPktN'S SQ. PARK 
INTO A ROARING BLAZ.E -

AHAR(Hl$T PUN~ AND liOMELtS5 PEOPLE . 1(.,.pJO• 
GETHEA TO £NO - POLICE OCCUPATION AN_D RAC19M 
IN THE: PAAK -
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By A. BERTOLI 

Homelessness is State repression of the peoples' 
right to live in dignity. The historical and continual 
viole11t displacement of poor people from their homes and 
neighborhoods througlrnut this coun-try is a full-time 
repression designed to limit and destroy the ability of 
the poor, particularly Black and Latino people, to fight 
back against the daily ~xp loitiveness and genocide Qf 
the capitalist system. 

By taking someones home away and forcing them 
into shelters, the State is bet~er able to control ,and 
liIDit popular resistance to social onpression. Ve should 
therefore t~ink of homelessness as repression and 
counter-insurg~ncy against the.poor, a· conscious strategy 
on the part of a white supremaQist State whose logic is 
the murder df the oppressed _by w~y 0£ dispersement . 
(spatial deconcentration) and re-~oncentration in shelters 
Khich are dangerous, unhealthy and dehumanizing. 

This kind of counter-i~surgency (war) against the 
poor, dispersed, homeless people takes many forms, some 
more violent and overt than others. The tactics of 
displacement and dispersement are well known: arson, phony , 
demolition orders, rent increases, illegal .evictions and 
so on. Just as · imporfant in the overall State strategy 
for the control of homeless persons is the cr~ation of 
phon}· (loyal) opposition movements/organizations whose 
ai~ is to develop credibility so that they can effectively 
~onfuse, divide, and undermine authentic organizations 
and effective, as distinct from dead-end, tactics and 
strategy. . 

. The recent demonstratio~ in Washington DC(l0/7/89), 
organized under the banner of Housing ~ow, represents a 
type of pseudo-opposition vitally necessary for the State 
to implement its plan. This is most dramatically demonstrated 
upon examination of positions taken by the major sponsors 
of the demonstration (if you can ~all it that) and the 
degree ~o which the platform of tHe sponsors coincides with 
the strategic··needs of the State. The shelter system., as 
the key link in the c·hain of mass control of homel_e ss· .poor, 
is an exa~ple of this type of coalescing. 

Over the course of the last two decades millions of 
poo~ and working class people were displace~, forced from 
their homes, disenfranchiised and dispersed. The shelter 
system came into being •in order to consolidate and re­
concentrate those homeless poor, who given their exploited 
condition, might pose a threat to the established order. 
The plan required rationalization. It had to be sold to 
the public. Even those who were made homeless would be 
sold the idea that they should go to the shelters, accept 
degradation and the oppressors' warehouse. Fnter the 
Xational Coalition for the Homeless, founded in -Washington 
DC in 1979, one of the main sporisors of the recent 
Housing Sow action. 19 79 was also the year its' ~ew York 
Chapter TTTed a law suit which forced the city government 
to provide temporary shelter for the homeless person. The 
so called right to shelter legislation, which has been __ 
copied in municipalities across the country, was and remains 
nothing less than the legislative basis for the growth of 
~he shelter industry~a billion dollar growth industry. 
Xationa lly , the Coalition pushes similar litigation, 
such 'ri ght to shelter' laws which _'force' city and state 
governments to 'provide shelter'. In other words, these 
l~ws legalize the forcing of th~ poor into gymnasiumi ana 
armories. The 'guarant y ' of 'emergency shelter' functions 
as a force driving homeless poor into concentration camps 
with the smiling acquiescence of do-gooders across the 
country. 

The selling of the shelter system as a benevolent, 
though limited response to the 'crisis' of homelessness 
has succeeded ip disguisi ng the actual military implicaf·ions 
of shelters as low-intensity detentjon centers, designed by 
federal 'emergency ' planners, fundect by ·Federal Fmergency 
~anagement Aiency fronts. The National roalition for the 
Homelrss took this one step further with tts' suit against 
the Pentagon in 1987 which 'forced' the Defense Department 
to r~·frain from "delay in opening unused barracks and other 
military buildings as shelter for the homeless." (~YT 6/17/ 
87) The attempt to force the homeless into military 
installations (p resumc!bly under military law), facilities 
far from central cities, is opposed practically by direct 
action squatting and the seizure of livable spa~e by 
homeless people. Any group which coincides with the State 

- and declares that "the defense establishment should 'play 
a part' in helping the homeless" is the· friendly face in 
the fascist war a_gains t the poor. · . 

Squatting and direct action are anathema to Coalition 
new style pove rty pimps. They direct homeless people, like 
traffic cops, into the shelters which indirectly pay their 
salaries, while mis- di recting the mass es away from the 
obvious solution to their immediate pr0blem. The thousands 
of available living spac es that exisi at this moment in NYC , 
at least 25 ,0 00 warehoused, 50,000 abandoned, are forgotten. 
Direct action is discouraged while what is encouraged is 
the dis-empowering making of money demands at passive 

N 
so-called demon~trations, monies which only mask the bribes 
to the dutiful • sirvants of the rich in their war against the 
poor. 

Organizations like the National roalition for the 
Homeless and their local affiliates around the countrv could 
not . be as _effective as they are in implementing State· 
strategy· if it were not for their sponsorship of grass-root 
groups through which they can mislead and spy on the people 
in the streets and shelters. Where potential leaders ~an 
be identified and discredited. Where tactics like direct 
action squatting can be discouraged ancl opposed. The' l'nion 
of the Homeless, whos~ President and national spokesperson 
sit on the Board of the Natidnal Coalition for the Homeless, 
was another major sponsor of the recent Washington demo. 
It fits the bill, filling the role of grass-root counter-
insurgency. -

November 29, 1986 was the founding convention ~f the 
~ew York City Union of the Homeless, held at Riverside 
Church. Over 1,000 homeless men, women and children were 
asse~bled at the convention to ratifv what had alreadv been 
decided behind the scenes. The 'Unioii•, run by - Chris Sprowal 
and Ron Darnaby along with Peter . Kincy and Ann Shutzberg of 
the so,called Communist Labor Party (very low key in ~YC) · 
went about and effectively destroyed the real grass-roots, 
local leadership 9f homeless people that had developed to 
that moment. The~ forced two candidates for office off of 
the slate and repiaced them with their own peoplei from out­
side of New York City, coflpletely destroying any illusio~ to 
democracv that had -existed to that ooint. These two 
covered up the disappearance of the· first President of the 
Union in NYC, Mr. James Bond. They . trivializ~0 and 
opposed squatting at a time when hundreds if not thousands 
of homeless New Yo~kers were lookinS fnr leadership. 
Instead they were sold out by dishonest so called communists 
and their 'house' lackeys. The popularly elected Vice 
President, Alfredo Gonzalez, who assuwed the Presidency after 
the disappearance of James Bond, was hounded out of the 
organization by way of character assassination, lies and 
disinformatiori. •Alfredo wouldn't join the party, nor sell­
out squatting, nor follow 'orders. The ~'.ational Union of 
the Homeless, aloni~ith its' parenti the Na tional Coalition 
for the Hcimeless, are ~trategic supports for the State plan · 
to herd the poor into the shelters. The Coalition rational­
i:es .and_ justifies .the ~helters, making them more acceptable 
thro6gh reforms while thd tJnion undermines counter-organiza­
tion, identifies authentic leadersh:i.;o fo r neutralization, . 
and misleads the masse~ with dead-end ::ac tics and empty and 
dishonest party sloga~ering. 

The earth is quaking in· San Francisco and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency or FEMA is planning for urban 
riots. President Bush makes it crystal clear that police­
military and national guard preparedness is 'on track' and 
'on the ground' .in the Ray area. Since 19RO FEMA .has divided 
its time among various emergency scenarios including those 
involving the homeless. In fact, FF.MA currently funds the 

'shelters which house the ho~eless while drawing up contingen­
cy plans for martial law and netention for the rest of the 
people, The McKinney let_, like the earlier Emergency Assis­
tance Act, is a Fed_eral money pool for t'lis link in ·the chain. 

•It is t)le only portion of the Homeless Survival Act which 
is pencting in ~ongress which has been implemented. Its' 
chief sponsor Congressman Leland • recently died in a ' plane 
crash in Africa. It is supported by Bush and the Reverend 
Jacksons' Rainbow Coalition. These are funds used by the 
State to buy -off the middle men, middle class, who vote 
Rainbow, pacifying them, perfecting their obedience to the 
party line. They never speak of squatting to the homeless. 
Why not! Is it not, given the circumstances, the most 
ethical thing to do? Through co_llective strength and moral 
certitude homeless could seize the warehoused apartments, 
occupy the jbandoned buildings; With the solidarity of 
intellige"nt ' people everywhere, real coaltions could ·be built, 
popular forces in the class war. 

' But no, they ~nd the Housin& Now demonstration are 
a spectacle of accomodation to racistviolence against the -
homeless. They should be opposed and exposed. 
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BEi-i/Ni? TffE ''HOIJSIN6NOWH 
MARr.JI TO WASIIIN610N, O.C. 

HOUSING NOW MARCH EXPOSED 

( Keith Thompson, a veteran of the Tompkins Square Park 
Tent City, was one of hundreds of homeless people who 
marched on foot to the site of the Housinf Now demonstra­
tion in Washington DC on October 7th. Fol owui'g is a 
summary of his comments regarding the march and the events 
in Washington. ) 

At the start of the march, which began in rain 
soaked Staten Island with police 'escort', the marqhers 
were assured by the Housing Now demo organizers that food 
and clothing would be taken care of. The breakfasts and 
rain gear promised were never provided (other than plastic 
bags fqr protection). Despite the rain, spirits were high 
as hundreds marched through New Jersey, demanding their 
human right to a home, staying in churches and schools. In 
Baltimore the group was threatened by the KKK. As the march 
progressed, donations in the name of- the homeless were 
coming in to the national office of Housing Now in DC. The 
City of Brotherly Love in the person of Mayor"rroode (MOVE) 
told the homeless that they had to be out of Phily by sun­
set. People had flu, broken toes and ankles, lice and were 
suffering from fatigue. The Housing Now people promised . 
medical care, what was provided was ·!nsufficient, Repeated 
calls to the offices in NYC and DC went unanswered. On the 
road, through Delaware the police made the people walk the 
longer route when shorter ones were available. The Housing 
Now security, wearing orange jumpsuits, giving orders, were 
opposed at various stages, leading to the stepping down of 
the man in charge who returned to DC. These people wer~ 
usually the first to eat, ate the most. Food did run out at 
times along. the way . . Fights happened, often pitting people 
who opposed the Housing Now security and the type of 
instructions they were givrng out. Of the 1000 people who 

, began. the march 450 made it to Washington DC. Many 
celebreties were there to greet the marchers. Jack Ke~p 
met with people and said he'd pressure the President to 
build low-income housing. Many people required hospitaliz­
ation, were often turned down, long waiting. Homeless 
marchers went to office of Housing~ow· to protest lack of 
food, clothing, medical care etc. ey were confronted, -
pushed out of office and fight erupted. Riot cop~ showed up. 
The 'organizers' said they were $200,000. 'in the hole'. 
R~dio station WBAI-FM NYC was called and came through with 
money for foot powder and medical supplies. The marcher·s 

- took trains back to NYC, avoiding the Housing Now buses. 
NYC people felt that they had made contacts witllpeople here 
and made promises to the people that were not kept. If it 
wasn't for the Seeds 'of Peace people (SF) places to sleep· 
would have been hard to find, let alone food and medical 
care. All in all it took .two weeks and two days to get to DC. 
It also took about that long to realize that homeless people 
were being ripped off by Housing Now, Coalition for the 
Homeless, and other paid lackeys of the so-called housing 
Il)oveil}ent, 

THESE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN 
SEPTEMBER 13, AS THE HPD 
CREW DISMANTLED WHAT WAS 
LEFT OF #25 AVENUE C-­
ON THE LEFT, THEY PICK -
OFF LOOSE BRICKS BY HAND 
ON THE RIGHT, RESIDENTS 
LET PEOPLE ENTER WITH A 
CHAIN LADDER WHILE DOOR 
REMAINS BARRICADED. 
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"Let them call me rebel and welcomed, I feel no concern from 
it; but I should suffer the misery of devils, were I to make 
a whore of my soul."--(I'd like to take credit for writing 
these words, but I can't. They were written over 200 yea~s 
ago by an early revolutionary named Thomas Paine.) 

As the winter approaches, people who have been in the 
streets exercising protected political speech in fighting 
the apathy of this city and country are moving indoors . The 
next step is organizing. The government's· police will do 
anything and everything possible to destroy, discredit, 
infiltrate, disinform, arrest, and kill political movements 
in this country. They do this in a number of ways, one of 
which is infiltration by the FBI's Terrorist Task Force 
(aptly named, because there are no bigger terrorists in this 
country than the FBI), and New York Ci~y's Red Squad. (The 
Red Squad had its genesis in the late 1960's with the 
Tactical Patrol Force (TPF), initially responsible for mon- · 
itoring "subversive people". Th_ey included in that group 
people who ran the whole gannnut from armed propoganda, to 
pacifism, and even Humphrey Democrats:: Anyone who stood in 
opposition to the city and p~lice policy was suspect. The 
Red Squad did everything they could to destroy these move­
ments through infiltration, disinformation, and division, 
which have always been powerful weapons. The Red Squad, 
which has been resurrected recently, now called the "Black 
Desk" and "NYC Intelligence Unit".) Their history is replete 
with examples of sending undercover cops fresh from the 
academy into groups, not just to -observe or spy, but to 
incite and create and hatch conspiracy where none would 
otherwise exist, spread rumors, suggest illegal activities 
to try to create factions, and then bust them, cl~iming 
conspiracy. 

Conspiracy is the age 0old answer of so-called "democratic" 
governments and institutions to legitimate opposition to 
genocidal policies in this country. This country has an 
infamous history of using conspiracy to smash dissent. Con­
sp~racy boils down to indicting people not on the basis of 
their actions but on the basis of what they think and what 
they say. Conspiracy doesn't require that acts even be under­
taken. Conspiracy doesn't even require that you engage in 
lawful political dissent. Conspir~cy is charging peopJe who 
come together to meet, talk, strategize, and make plans, with 
illegal acts. It's very easy to indict and very difficult to 
defend against because the government need not prove .much. 
There need not even be an illegal act. Most conspiracy trials 
end in aca11ittals in New York City since juries often see 

through the .government's charade, terror tactics, and lies. 

For example, .in New York City in the late 1960's, there was 
the Panther 21 Conspiracy--the government effectively para­
lyzed the Black Panther Movement for a few years, and in'the 
end, the Black Panthers were divided and conquered. It's 
not just a question of whether o~ not you are convicted or 
acquitted of the charges - ~the conspi~acy indictments tie up 
resources, generally produce long t .erm illegal detention of 
activists, they drain en~rgyJ and allow government to dis­
~minate lies and propoganda about the movements and people 
in them. Ev~n when people are acquitted and freed, as they 
were in the Pa~ther 21 trial, their movements -that threaten 
the status quo of the city are effect'ively neutr_alized by 
their being incarcerated for long periods of time and by 
forcing their attentions on defense in court, rather than 
self-determination and self-defense in the streets. -Another 
such conspiracy case was the so-called "New York 8" trial, 
in which it was alleged that a group of Black activists were 
planning to liberate a brother from Jail. The Federal govern­
ment brought down conspiracy indictments and they spent ma~y 
months trying brothers and sisters on the basis of what they 
said publicly. In the end, they too were acquitted. 

Another method used by 'the government to crush movements 
and individuals is electronic surveillance. This includes 
the use of photos and videos that can be used to show 

anyt"ning. Conspiracy prosecution has used film showing 
people leaving meetings together, attending demos together, 
and la·;_..::::__ establishing some common goal or purpose. Other 
.types of electroni~ surveillance include wiretapping. 
We all know the government would never do anathing illegal, 
and there are laws which car.efully limit con itions under 
which police can use wiretaps, but we also know they 
_regularly break these laws with impunity. · 

There are many types of wiretap situations. One is the use 
of a Pen Register. It doesn't interceat the substance of a 
conversation, but it keeps a record of incoming and out~oing 
calls, patterns of calls, and their sources. Police don t 
need a warrant for a Pen Register and it can be done rou­
tinely. They are often u~ed to establish anything they wish 
to show and are brought to political hack judges and used as 
a basis for wiretap requests. All movement people have good 
reason to fear their phones are being tapped. It's not a 
question of paranoia, but of sound protection of protected 
political speech. Be careful of what you say on the phone-­
there is no need to say anything on the phone that can be 
said face to face. 

Movement people and activists should keep in mind that not 
only are there agent provocateurs, but the -strongest ally in 
conspiracy trials are weak links in groups . Described as 
"disgruntled people'', very often they are n9t political 
people, but peopl~ with problems that are psychological, 
emotional, drug-related, 1sext.1al, etc. . Whatever it takes, 
the government seeks them out, and finds their weak points 
by money, promising lenient sentencing, stroking their egos, 
etc .. There are ways to deal with provocateurs and people 
who foist themselves'on the movement. When people are coming 
together to meet and organize to discuss dealing with com­
munity problems, you are better off dealing with\l)eoole you 
know. You are better off looking askance at people entering 
the group with wild ang crazy ideas. Anyone who proposes . 
unlawful acts (especially new people), we should be very 
suspicious of . Conspiracy indictments include totally lawful 
stat·ements later distor.ted by the government. and - its Grand 
Juries which they control to change their contents, using 
them in way.s they were not meant to be used . Beware of what 
is said in public. · 

People on the LES are coming together for peaceful tactics 
and someone from nowhere suggests violence, we know that 
the only perpetrators of violence are the police and their 
goons: . Violence is somethi.ng the protector_s of a state 
hav.e always relied upon. People of the LES have always 
relied on the truth . . 

I 

· There are some other basi~ rules for survival, for activists 
or people on the street . .Jif the FBI, which is playing an 
ever increasing role on the Lower East Side, comes to your 
door, you don't have to allow them in . People think they ~an 
lie to the FBI, but unlike New York State law, there are 

, charges they can use against you for lying to them. There- . 
fore, you need never talk to them under any circumstances . 
~t doesn't matter what lies they say, how they try to man~ 
ipulate you, what promises they make-'-when all is said and 
done, they are representatives of the fascist police state . 
They are the true terrorists in society, whose sole· purpose 
is to create self-fulfilling prophesy where they see enemies 
all over the place, and even when they're not there ~ they 
create them--IGNORE THEM:: Anything you say to an agent can 
be twisted, distorted and used against you and your loved 
ones. The same holds true for police. 
Under New York State law, when you are questioned by city or 
state police, you have the right to counsel even when you ✓ 
haven't been charged with a crime. Simply tell them you are 
represented by counsel, and give your attorney's name. From 
that point on, nothing' you say can be used against you. 
Under Federal law, you don't have that right. 
A1so, when a police agent demands to see your identification, 
you never have to show ID unless they say you have committed 
a crime, and then there must be reasonable su~picion or 
probable cause to stop you. If not, you can refuse to talk 
to them, and then walk, or even~ away from them. 

Remember·, as the struggle on the LES moves indoors, there 
is much you can do to counteract police state teror 
tactics: 

1. Be careful who you talk to and what you talk about. 
2. Identify agents and cops. 
3. Get license plates, badges, photos, and disseminate 

them. 
4. Surveil the surveillers. 
5. When an infiltrator/provocateur is discovered, make 

sure that brothers and sisters know about them. 
6. Action speaks louder than words. 

"Had I interf;red in the manner which I admit on behalf 
bf the rich, the powerful, the intellig·ent, the so-called 
great or on behalf of any of their friends, it would ~ave· 
been alrigpt and every man in this court would have deemed 
it an act wo;rthy of reward rather than punishment." 

(Remember: "'Prosecutors are nothing but cops in suits, 
and judges are nothing but prosecutors in robes.") 

IF YOU HAVE A.~f QUESTIONS, YOU CAN WRITE TO ME AT: CARL 
TREASURER,c/o SHADOW PRESS, PO BOX 2O298,NEW YORK,NY,1OOO9 



Well, here we are· again!! 
Since our last COP WATCH column, the cops vacated 
their under'cover apartment . at 97 Avenu~ that we 
unc.overed almost as soon as the SHADOW came out!! 

Here are some license plates acquired at the latest 
cop wilding on the Lower East Side on October 26: 

I 

IWZ-601 
YYA-659 
ASM-951 
HJL-501 
BDN-34Y-(New Jersey Plates!!) 

Bel ow are l i sted part i cularly brutal pigs that were 
involved in that same cop riot that night--(All were 
wi tness ed and documented in their acts of violence): 

Captain Richard . ("Di ck") Savage--(Aptly named) 
Seargent Wagne r 
P . O. B9va 
P . O.Mulitz-(Badge #2161 5) 
P.O . Redmond- (~adge #1 6366) 

**Things are getting even heavier wi t h t he pqli ce on 
the Lower East Side t hes e days, s o now it ' s more 
important than ever t o keep watching those cops!! 
If you have any i nformation fo~ COP WATCH--(Photos, 
License pla tes, Badge numbers of vio l ent pigs, or 
t heir names , s end it to us at the SHADOW 

P.O.s MOORE (LEFT) AND KIDD (RIGHT) READING SHADOW 

anarc~ism: The theory that all forms of government 
rest on violence, and are therefore wrong and harmful, as 
well as unnecessary. · 

anarchy : A condition of society regulated 
by voluntary cooperation a~d mutual aid instead of 
government. - ' 

ANARCHIST B.OOKS, 'ZINES, TAPES 

and SQUATCRAFTS 
96 SAINT MARX PLACE( NYCr . 10009 

I ISRA'EL = S.AFRIKA 

IERRY TRUDilie 
FOR 

CITY COUNClt 
BORED OF ELECTIONS? Well, once again Miriam 

Friedlander is running unopposed for the City Council 
from our . district (#2). Jerry Trudell, local squatter 
is running against the Friedlander machine as a 'write 
in' candidate. According to Jerry there are three 
reasons why people should vote for him on November 7: 
"I -pledge to be the most radical activist NYC govern­
meX,:t has ever seen. I will take bolt cutters in my own 
hands to liberate abandoned, warehoused buildings. I 
will work to institute health care, AIDS treatment and , 

_ day care facilities, as well as conmunity recyling cen­
ters that are cooperatively owned and managed. I will 
introduce legislation to homestea~ all abandoned build­
ings, to create housing, jobs and opportunity for 
everyone." · 

HOW TO WRITE-IN JERRY: After pulling the lever 
to_ close the curtain, press the silver button in the 
upper left hand corner, of .the booth. Slide open the 
door across from the City Council row and write TRUDELL 
in the space provided on the piece of paper behind 
th~ door . If you can't figure it out ask questions about 
how you go about writing-in your candidate. If they 
are not cooperative (too bored) raise hell! You have a 
right to write-in your man for the job, JERRY TRUDELL! 

For further info: 
Trudell for City Council 

(212}969-0225,560-0150 

GERRY TRUDELL PREPARES TO CLEAN UP 
THE LOWER EAST SIDE WITH A NEW BROOM 

Political 1Prisoners Need Our Sup.port 

Mark Davis 120179 
Marc Baker 120194 
Peg Millet 120394 

Earth First activists arrested 
Torconspi'racy to sabotage Gov't 
property. 

Write them: 312 7 West Durango, Phoenix, Arizona,85009. 
CQntributions: Earth First Legal Defense Fund, c/o 

Dan Conner, 5579 Boundary Drive South, 
Oregon, 97306 or call 503-588-8659. 

Fran Trutt Animal Rights activist arrested for 
possession of pipe _bomb; set up by a . 

movement infiltrator hired by US Surgical Corporation. 

Write: Fran Trutt Defense Fund, ~66-B ~in Street, 
Suite 120, Mo~roe, Ct., 06468. _ 

Leonard Peltier Leader of the American Indian Movement, 
Native American Indlan Political 

Prisoner, framed up. 

Write him: #89 637-132, PO Box 1000, Leavenworth, Kans, 
66048. . 

Defens e Committee: Box 583, Lawrence, Kansas, 66044. 
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