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WAR DECLARED
ON THE HOMELESS!!

ITS WAR ON THE HOMELESS INSTEAD OF HOMELESSNESS

Ever since last year's curfew imposed on Tompkins Square
Park and the resulting police riot, both of which were met
with outrage by political activists and non-political
people alike, resulting in a political mess, the right wing
members of the neighborhood, Community Board 3, and City
Hall sought to develop new Btrategies to eliminate homeless
people and squatters from the area of Tompkins Square.
Since the residents of the area have let it loudly be known
they are against any new park regulations, curfews,or shows
of force by the police, the powers that be have found a way
to get the community to change its mind and actually request
them to reinstate the curfew along with a larger police
,presence in the area.

This is to be accomplished by allowing conditions in “the
park to deteriorate by decreasing or eliminating services
by pa.%s department workers--(less frequent or no garbage
removal, closing the bathrooms after removing the portable
toilets,etc). This has caused the park to look like shit,
with garbage piling up and people being forced to use the
sides of buildings and bushes as toilets. This same stra-
tegy was used last July, just before the parks department
raided the park and evicted the homeless=-(with the help of
police, of course!!), on the grounds that the park was out
of control and claiming that the homeless were causing
unsafe and unsanitary conditions in the park. They may be
using the same game plan to justify another raid on the
park in the near future!!

This is the same strategy used by the Reagan/Bush admin-
istration to justify their phony "war" on drugs--flood the
country with killer drugs, allow drug-related crime to run
rampant, and make even the staunchest libertarian scream
for stiffer penalties and having the National Guard patrol
the streets. Never mind that everyone loses their civil
rights in the process, and of course they back this bull-
shit up with a good propoganda campaign!!

'‘Already, some formerly sympathetic neighbors are now join-
ing those who want the homeless removed from the park. They
all say that the homeless people have made their point and
that the tents in the park should come down now, and that
homeless people shouldn't be living in the park.

Soon to be ex-Mayor Koch has nothing to lose, but every-
thing to gain by going after the homeless people and squat-
ters that have been a thorn in his side during his term as
Mayor. Not only does he get satisfaction through "pay-backs",
but he can also curry political favors from the incoming
administration, whether it be Giuliani or Dinkins, by deal-
ing with the messy problems of controlling the homeless and
evicting squatters from city-owned buildings--issues that no
new mayor or politician wants to deal with. (Rumor has it
that Koch's boys from HPD(Dept.of Housing, preservation

and Development) and the Department of Buildings will hit
all of the sguats on the Lower East Side in November, just
before the election.)

There is a three-pronged strategy now in motion to get rid
of the homeless: new restrictive parks rules and regula-
tions (designed to make even laying down on the grass a
crime) along with plans to re-impose a curfew in Tompkins
Square Park, evicting the homeless from subways and bus and
train stations, and evicting sguatters from city-owned
buildings near the park. So where do they go from there?
Homeless people removed from the parks will go to squats
and subways, homeless removed from subways will go to
squats and Tompkins Square Park (the only park in the city
without a curfew), and homeless removed from the squats
will go to the subways and the park--it all starts with
the parkl!!

Through direct action and the politics of sguatting, we can
both deepen the popular coccupation of the park and build
political support among the communitv at larae. Tompkins
Square Park is an occupied park. Looking at it as a sguat,
we must organize ourselves accordingly, with well-planned
collective work days, and drawing people from around the
community to work on the maintenance and reconstruction of
the park., We don't need a multi-million dollar: "renovation"
requiring a partial or entire closing down of the park for
over a year, as suggested by ASSistant Parks Commissioner
Jack T.Linn. REMEMBER: OUR WORK, QEB PARK!!

e = = e

A% FOR COMMUNITY BOARD 3:

Remember that the community board does not represent the
entire community, or even a large enough. cross-section of
the community. It is composed of politically-connected
people, some of whom are seeking a political career, all
of whom are appointed by *‘he Borough President and by the
City Council member for that district. Most board members

If there weren't so many cops
here, I'd light up a joint"——
Edgar A.Kulkin, Special ASSis-

tant to HPD Commissioner Abe
Biderman. (At the eviction of
ABC Community Center Oct.26)

are landlords and business people or are connected to other
groups who can use the board member's influence to accom-
plish their goals. Very few, if any, are normal rent payving
tenants.

Until Community Board 3 represents all facets of life in
our community, people do not have to abide by any of their
decisions, nor should they allow CB3's votes or resoluticas
presented to the city government speak for them or their

interests. '
(SEE PAGE 8)

‘have for photos and video tape is to indict, arrest, entrap,

RIOT COPS OFF THE HOOK

In spite of massive evidence of their guilt--credible wit-
nesses, videtapes and photos--two of the riot cops from the
Tompkins Square Park Pig Riot of August, 1988, were found
not guilty. If trials with much less evidence available
than this one can result in convictions of poor people and
political activists, then why is there not at least equal
"justice" for these two vicious pigs that committed an
armed assault on the people of a neighborhood so far re-
moved from their own neighborhood just because they were
hot and bothered and figured they could get away with it
wﬂileqtheir brother and sister pigs were doing the same
thing?

Since the Pig Riot of August, 1988, many activists have been
put through the system in hundreds of false arrests during
protests against the city's fascist park and street regu-
lations. How can they tell us we live in a free country?
They're lying!! We live in an openly racist police state
where the rulers' laws have alreadv made criminals of us all.
It'i just a matter of building enough jails and camps to put
us n,

But the lies of the government have never been clearer than
with the not guilty verdict for these pigs.,After the riot,
the city and their uniformed thugs have gotten the names,
addresses, and phone numbers of every person who has come
forward to give evidence against the police, from complaints
filed with the CCRB (Civilian Complaint Review Board), to
witnesses at their trials. Their aim is to make sure you
never speak out!!

We now know that even if you video tape and photograph
police violence at close range, the pigs will still go
scott free!! The only use the police state has and will -

and frame the people. NOT the soldiers!!

But let's remember this: Since that infamous night of
August 6-7, 1988, the powers that be have not been able to
impose a curfew on our park!! Our park has now become an
international symbol against oppression and for the poor
and homeless. They may have won a battle here and there,
but we the people of the Lower East Side are winning the
war!! e

(SEE PAGE 5)
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FASHION STATEMENT. A generation
ago, Abbie Hoffman, protester, wears his
heart on his sleeve.
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BOYCOTT AND TRASH THE NEW YORK PRESS~-AGAIN!!

Well, it looks like our old Yuppie swine pals at the New
York Press are at it again. The last time we wrote about
them, they were (and still are) tossing out other news-
papers in stores where they leave theirs. This time,
instead of trying to fuck over other publications, they
did it to themselves with their September 29 issue "Best
of Downtown-1989", This piece of pretentious Yuppie bull-
shit lists 191 "Bests", some of which glorifies Yuppie
dives, and others which actually trash the NY Press' own
advertisers. Normally, this meaningless Yuppie tripe
written by meaningless Yuppie twerps doesn't mean shit to
us--we don't care what Yuppies like or don't like!! But
whBen we saw two particular entries in their listings, we
just had to respond because this time they've gone too far.

Not only did one of the entries,"Best part of the city

not to live in- East Village", trash their own advertisers,
calling them "ugly storefronts selling the most expensive,
worthless shit on earth", it also trashed the people who

live here, calling them "...satisfied, incestuous, pre-
suming white people.”

The other entry, "Best article about Tompkins Square Park-
Kate Walker- N.Y.Times Op-Ed Page", actually glorified that
sleazy letter written to the N.Y.Times by right-wing fascist
self-described "liberal" Kate Walter (spokesman and member
of the "1-2 Saint Marx Block Association" that seeks to rid
the St. Marx and Tompkins Square area of homeless persons
and street peddlers who have no other way to survive) last
July. [See SHADOW #5 "Letters"] This is the "Best" article
about Tompkins Square Park? A typical Yuppie shit head may
think so, but how about asking some real Lower East Side
residents for their opinions?

Instead of even pretending to be sorry for allowing this
trash to be printed with their name on it, the slime at
the N.Y.Press, when contacted by angry residents of the
Tompkins Square area, would only say that they are not
responsible for what is printed in their paper!!!!

Any self-respecting Lower East Side resident would do well
to respond to this blatant attack and disrespect for our
neighborhood by refusing to patronize businesses that do
business with the N.Y.Press and letting them know why. Even
self-respecting merchants should be angry (and smart)
enough to pull their ads from the N.Y.Press--After all,

why should they support a publication that shits on them
and their customers, and why should we support businesses
that support such a publication?

(It looks like it's about time to re-activate our recycling
program for the N.Y.Press!!)

Best Article About Tompkins Square Park

Kats Walter
New York Times Op-Ed Page

Fighting Words. In her July 26 Times piece Kate Walter spoke for thousands of East
Village residents who feel victimized by a vocal minority of bullies who do more harm

than good to the legions of homeless with their obnoxious and self-serving tactics.

Describing herself as a 14-year resident of the E.V., who's “pro-choice, ay and
lesbian rights,” who's in favor of more money for AIDS re , housing for the home-
less and low income people, who voted for Jesse Jackson and who op funding the
contras, Walter eloquently condemned the ostracism that she and minded neigh-
bors are subjected to by “anarchists” who believe that force is the only way to solve a
complex and tragic problem.

They’re all deranged, so they’re all. ..

PENUMBRA’S WINNERS

Winner of th: Kate Walter Flight From Reality Award: The New York
Press, which listed Ms Walter’s mean-spirited N.Y. Times op-ed piece as the
“Best Article About Tompkins Square Park.” Walter, they explain, condemned
thuse “who believe that force is the only way to solve a complex and tragic
problem.” Walter, of course, advocated forcible removal of the homeless people’s
shelters. On another page, see, the New York Press derided a political figure
for being “prudish, driven, [and] self-righteous.” Does it take one to know one?
Hey, nobody can accuse the New York Press of being prudish! They actually

print things like “fuck you.” My aren’t we good and liberal? Fuck you, New
York Press.

Best Part of the City Not to Live In
East Village

Knick-Knack. Who's there? If you're living in
the East Village now, we apologize. If not, con-
gratulations. This rattish, over-written about
place is swarming with the Santa Fe clubby:
satisfied, incestuous, presuming white le.
Best thing here are the homeless, since they
could care less what their hair l&ks lik; after
begging enough pennies to buy beer and ciga-
rettes. gEven ggnl:s of the crack dealers look
healthier than the tourisma gentry, and fit into
the curdled environment more naturally. What
grates us most about the East Village though are
all the magazine restaurants now firmly in
place, along with the ugly storefronts selling the
most expensive, worthless shit'on earth. Oi! What
capitalism does for the immigrant!

"YUPPIES BEWARE.—~
"PENUMBRA" HITS THE

STREETS!
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Earlier this month, a new paper popped up in stores where
the SHADOW is usually left for free around Tompkins Square
Park. It's called "Penumbra”, which means "a partial shadow"
and it seems to be a take-off on the SHADOW, but with a
humorous twist. Their editorial says:"The SHADOW's editor
wrote that his paper advocates everything and is not a rag.
The Penumbra ridicules everything and is a rag." They add:
"...we tell it like it should be".

Even though some of their stuff is a little wierd (like
yuppie recipes), there's some great items, like Kate Walter
making a fool of herself on WBAI, and quips on other SHADOW
"favorites" like Inspector Gelfand and Deputy Inspector
Julian, both of the 9th Precinct, an interview with Lt.
McKenna ("McKlowna"), and even Kate Walter's buddy, ultra-
right=wing-nazi-fascist-landlord-scum and Community Board 3
member Krystyna PiorKOWskal!!

The reaction to Penumbra has been =wift in coming--some
people think it's an attack on the SHADOW (we don't think
so), and some even say it's anti-Semitic!! (Don't ask us,
we don't see itl!) Others see the humor in it, as we do.
Penumbra tackles these strange people from a silly, yet

factual point of view, so you can see how ridiculous they
really are.

Anyway, we at the SHADOW like Penumbra and hope they keep
it up. After all, imitation is the most sincere form of
flattery!!

—

ful
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HPD & RIOT PI6S ATTACK

After removing drug dealérs and junkies from the former
school building P.S.105 on East Fourth Street, a task that
police have been unable to accomplish in the many years the
building was vacant, local neighborhood residents, activ-
ists, and homeless people from the Lower East Side, Tomp-
kins Square Park, and even some people from the Housing
Now march to Washington last month set up the "Alpha Bet
City (ABC) Community Center™ on September 24.

On October 26, at about 12:00 Noon, officials and workers
from the HPD (Department of Housing, Preservation and Devel-
opment) , accompanied by various bureaucrats from City Hall
and many cops, attempted an illegal eviction of the home-
less people inside the Community Center. After building
residents defended the Center from HPD's sledgehammers by
dumping urine and bags of rubble from the top floor, the
work crew and cops backed off and stayed across the street
while ABC supporters stood on the front steps. After In-
spector Gelfand walked up to them and pushed them out of
his way, packs of pigs, some led by Seargent Wagner, and
others b’ Captain "Dick" Savage (who lives up to his name),
both of the Ninth Precinct, viciously attacked people who
were on the steps and who didn't move out of their way fast
enough. Arrests were made, mostly for disorderly conduct,
and most of them got DATs(Desk Appearance Tickets). One man
was put through the system,. being charged with 3 felonies
for throwing an eggl! (Clayton Patterson was arrested on
Julian's orders for "unauthorized use of a sound device"
after Patterson berated him with a megaphone)

Fortunately, the Community Center's lawyer Stan Cohen was
on the scene. He negotiated with Deputy Inspector Julian,
who wanted Cohen to convince residents inside to leave vol-
untarily. Julian promised they would only receive DATs, but
said that some of them would be charged with "reckless en-
dangerment”™ for throwing rubble from the windows earlier.
After Cohen succeeded in getting the eviction stayed by
Judge Solomon who set a hearing for October 31, HPD lawyers
got the stay overturned a few hours later by Judge Ostrau,
allowing them to proceed with the eviction.

By nightfall, six Community Center residents left the build-
ing and each received tickets instead of arrests. They were
paraded in front of the cops outside who couldn't identify
them for throwing rubble. Many media people were present.

Harold Schwartz of HPD told reporters that the Community
Center was to be owned and operated by the "New York Found-
ation for Senior Citizens", but he admitted that they were
not ready to begin working until sometime next spring. This
further made no sense to have the ABC Center evicted now,
just before the cold weather is due.

As the night wore on, the number of angry people increased
as the number of riot pigs grew and word spread that the

eviction stay was overturned. At about 6:20PM, as a fire
roared near the intersection of Avenue B and Fourth Street,
riot cops led by Inspector Gelfand and Captain Frey charged
the crowd and pounced on selected people, including a woman
who had a verbal argument with cops earlier. They beat and
dragged her behind police lines where she disappeared. As
people ran, more trash fires broke out in the streets, in-
cluding a huge one on Avenue C and Fourth Street, as fire-
trucks tried to keep on top of them. This was followed by
more sweeps by riot pigs who made arrests and mostly beat

EIGHBORHO0D COMMUNITY CENTER!!

up women in the crowd, and dragged people behind police
lines. Some eggs were thrown at them, but pigs on the roof
of the corner building threw bottles at the demonstrators.
Shortly after 10:00PM, during another charge by riot pigs,
one cop had an M80 firecracker explode in his face after he
beat someone, and he was led away crying in pain. Sgt.
Wagner beat a female and male squatter and threatened a man
with a camera when he took his picture.Apparently, this
latest charge was set off by one person allegedly throwing
an egqg at the pigs. As they beat demonstrators, pigs vic=
iously beat a homeless woman who was sitting on her belong-
ings after having just been evicted from the Community Center.
She was taken by ambulance to Belleview Hospital for serious
head injuries.

For the next two hours, people stood by and fed the flames
of the large bon fire in the intersection as cops stood be-
hind their lines waiting (and hoping) they would dissipate.

At about 12:00 Midnight, riot pigs rushed the intersection,
scattering demonstrators in 3 directions--on Avenue B below
Fourth Street, Avenue B above Fourth Street, and on Fourth
Street west of Avenue B. Having broken down the demonstra-
tors, cops in full riot gear with shields marched down
Fourth Street and picked off people to arrest, mostly for
allegedly lighting fires and throwing eggs earlier. Every-
one arrested after the ABC residents was put through the
system for a few days, and several were charged with fel-
onies in order to make it more difficult for them to get
released any time soon.Fires continued to break out on

the streets as riot pigs kept marching toward people, push-
ing and beating them along the way, including'some people
trying to get home down the blocked off streets. By 3:00AM
or so, most of the demonstrators had gone home and cops re-
treated back to the Community Center on Fourth Street, which
they kept blocked off.

Later that morning, former residents were allowed to re-enter
the building to get their belongings, after cops searched

but were unable to find anyone else inside. Still later, it
was sealed and re-locked and kept under police guard. A new
demonstration was called that night in Tompkins Square Park,
but it was heavily infiltrated by plainclothes cops, some of
whom were well-disguised. This demo consisted mostly of RCYB
(Revolutionary Communist Youth Brigade) people leading mar-—
chers around the neighbgrhood, chanting and berating cops in
front of the ABC Community Center. At ABC, cops got very ner-
vous and re-inforcements arrived quickly, in riot gear and in
plainclothes, but s the demonstrators kept marching.Luqk—
ily for the flatfoots, the crowd wasn't as angry as the night
before because this time the pigs didn't respond with their
usual violence,

The following evening, Saturday, October 28, 13 people who
were arrested on October 26 were arraigned and released.

Clayton Patterson was held for an extra day when he asked for
a lawyer and cops claimed he refused to be finger-printed. He
was arrested once more that day after receiving a DAT earlier
for using the portable PA, and during that arrest, the pigs
destroyed his camera which contained filmed evidence of their
beatings of demonstrators.

Three people were still "in the system”, and as of this writ-
ing are expected to be released later today, October 29. All
told, there were 42 arrests that night.

On Saturday, November 4, there will be a community meeting at
the bandshell in Tompkins Square Park to discuss the status
of the ABC Community Center. Everyorie and anyone concerned
should attend and help them get back their building.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

SGT.WAGNER (LEFT) LEADS YOUNG WOMAN AWAY
AFTER ROUGHING HER UP BEFORE ARREST-10/26
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JUSTICE IN AMERIKKKA:

RIOT COPS BEATRAP

Video by Paul Garrin

On October 16, over a year and two months after they
participated in the Tompkins Square Pig Riot of August 6-7,
1988, two of the hundreds of uniformed thugs, Officer Eric
Vecchi and Officer Ed Skryzpek, finally went on trial for
their vicious beating of video artist Paul Garrin,

The two goons, who look like Mutt and Jeff, wisely
waived their right to a trial by jury, choosing instead.a
trial by judge. The judge in this case was Murray Mogel,
an old hack judge who wore a scowl on his face during the
entire length of the trial, when he didn't have his eyes
closed, half sleeping.

The first person to testify for the prosecution (handled
by Assistant District Attorney Carol Stokinger) was
Captain Gerald MacNamara, former Commanding Officer of

the 9th Precinct, and the one person who started the riot
in the first place by calling in the hundreds of riot cops
to Tompkins Square Park to enforce a curfew. On the stand,
he admitted that the chain of command was chaotic, and
that there was no supervision of the riot cops involved,
even though this assault was planned out a week ahead of
time by MacNamara and other police officials.

Next came video maker Clayton Patterson, -who described
what he saw when he videotaped Office Vecchi throwing
Garrin against a wall on Avenue A between 5th and 6th
Streets, and then beating him with his club, as his video
played on the television in the courtroom. Patterson's
video showed Officer Vecchi throwing Garrin against a
wall as Garrin tried to stop Vecchi's swinging nightstick
with his free hand while cradling his video camera in the
other hand. Officer Vecchi could be heard saying, "1f
you raise your fucking hands to me, I1'll break your skull--
you got me?" Garrin answers: 'Yeah, I got you." (Later
that day, after his testimony, Patterson saw the court
stenographer in the hall outside the court talking with
the defendants.) '

Patterson was followed by Paul Garrin, who also played
his wvideo tape, which caught Officer Skryzvek striking
Garrin and another photographer repeatedly with his
nightstick as they stood atop a parked van filming the
police below. As the tape played, Garrin was requested
by ADA Stokinger to explain what was haopening in each
frame. As Garrin pointed out where one cop's club was
hitting him and where he was being slammed against the
wa}l, the defense attorney objected., Judge Mogel sus-
Ealned.the objection and then angrily shouted at Garrin:

I don't need a running commentary on this -- I can see
for myself", This outburst was ominous because this was
not just the judge speaking -- he was the judge and jury!!
As Garrin testified, he was further subjected to Bostility
by court officers, three of whom surrounded him with their
hands near their guns, yet no officers stood near the
defendants, as is normal procedure in any criminal trial!!
On top of this, the courtroom was filled with up to 20
plainclothes cops, many of whom Patterson recognized from
Washington Square Park and Tompkins Square Park, all young
white males, all of whom looked threateningly at Garrin,
trying to stare him down and intimidate him. After

Garrin's testimony, they left almost in unison.

STILL FRAME FROM GARRINfS VIDEO SHOWING
OFFICER SKRYZPEK ATTACKING HIM ON THE VAN

The last person to testify for the prosecution that day
was photographer John McBride, who also stood with Garrin
on top of the van during the pig riot. He.was also hit
by Officer Skryzpek's club as he and Garrin tried to get
off the van, When he got down, the cops on the other
side of the van left them alone because they hadn't done
anything wrong. McBride ran from the scene because he
feared for his life, even after suffering a leg injury

by Skryzpek that made it hard for him to walk for over a
week afterward. As he ran, he looked back and saw Garrin
on the ground being poked by Vecchi with his club.

The next day, the "trial" continued with the testimony of
photographer Peter LeVasseur. At the moment Garrin was
getting thrown to the ground by Officer Vecchi, LeVasseur
was being pushed and shoved by cops past Garrin. This was
seen on Patterson's video which was replayed in court as
Mutt and Jeff's family loocked on with interest. As
LeVasseur passed the scene, he was able to take a photo
of Vecchi with his club raised, grabbing Garrin by
the collar with Garrin on his knees trying to cover his
head to shield himself from the coming blows of the
nightstick. Just after the photo was taken, Garrin was

hit several times by Vecchi's club, and suffered cuts and
bruises, but he was able to save his video camera from
harm. -

PHOTO SHOWING OFFICER VECCHi (RfGHT) GRABBING
GARRIN BY THE COLLAR JUST BEFORE HITTING HIM

For some reason, ADA Stokinger then called, as the prose-
cution's next witness, Lt. Anthony Jannazzo, of the 5th
Precinct. He said that, on the night of the riot, he
responded to a radio call (a '"1085") to assist cops in
the area of Tompkins Square Park. Patterson's video was
then replayed in order to establish his presence there,
but Jannazzo couldn't be seen clearly. The prosecution
was trying, but failed, to establish that Jannazzo could
be seen on the video telling cops to hold their line at
Avenue A and 6th Street. Jannazzo's testimony seemed to
be more useful to the defense, which used him to say that
there was no chain of command and no instructions by
commanding officers, in order to justify the defendants’
actions. When the ADA finally asked an important ques-
tion: "In your opinion, is it appropriate for vpolice to,
hit people on a van not doing anything?", the defense
quickly objected and Judge Mogel sustained the objection.
The next "witness" for the prosecution was equally ques-
tionable -- Captain William Klapenmeyer, (Commanding
Officer of the 11th Detective Division), who had once
worked with Captain MacNamara at the 9th Precinct two
years ago. He said that on the night of the riot he

went to Tompkins Square Park to "say hello" to MacNamara
at 12:45 a.m. because he "knew the potential for problems"
adding that he had no specific function because he had
not expected to be there. The only somewhat important
question asked by the prosecution was: 'Were you ordered
to clear the Park?" Klapenmeyer answered: "No", but
added that he gave an order to use force only when neces-
sary -- "when force used, arrests must follow ...
MacNamara gave the same instructions.'" Once again, this
prosecution witness' testimony was made more useful to
the defense, since they used him to establish that there
was a lack of communication, control, and that there had

.been no crowd control training for these cops before the

riot,  Using both of the officers' testimony, the defense
sought .to -establish that the defendants were simply young,
inexperienced cops, not familiar with dealing with a riot
situation.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21

Photo by Peter LeVasseur
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DEMO ATTEMPT!!

By CHRIS FLASH and LAWRENCE

On September 11, -at approximately 5:00PM, the lower three (0
¢ .

floors of the Umbrella House (an artist collective squat
building at 21-23 Avenue C) were filled with dust when the
building next door at 25 Avenue C collapsed into itself.
Except for some dust on the street, the boarded up building
looked as it always had. Within minutes, Fire Department
trucks and police emergency vehicles arrived at the build-
ing. When firemen told Umbrella residents they would have

to evacuate their building because it was next door to #25,
"Eviction Watch" was called into action as fast as the city
called in a "Collapse Rescue Team", even though #25 had

been partially collapsed for weeks, making it impossible

for anyone to be living inside. By 7:00, emergency vehicles
and fire trucks blocked off Avenue C, between 2nd and 3rd
Streets as more vehicles rushed to the scene.

At 8:00, a fireman said they would have to relocate the
residents of Umbrella House, as well as tenants of #27. The
south wall of #27 had a hole in the brick work near the
roof, but for the most part, #25 had fallen clear of both
#21~23 and #27, posing no danger to either building. #27

was evacuated of its tenants, and most of the Umbrella's
residents were on the street, with a few remaining inside,
not trusting city officials gathered outside. One cop told
a woman from Umbrella that people would be allowed to get
their belongings when it is judged safe, but he added:"When
one building collapses, it makes others next to it collapse"
(By that logic, the empty lot at #19 would have caused the
collapse of #21-23!!) As a crowd of squatters, activists,
and homeless people gathered in front, firemen walked freely
in and out of Umbrella House. When they tried to break down
one: of the walls, the residents stopped them. At that point,
there were about 10 squatters inside, with others able to
enter without being stopped by the police. :

At 8:15, a woman trying to re-enter was stopped by Inspector
Gelfand and the orange police line was moved further away
from the building entrance. Emergency Service Unit cops,
carrying sledgehammers, bolt cutters, clubs and flashlights,
entered the house to force everyone out, on the orders of
Inspector Gelfand. One cop told the others:"Remember, you
may have fuckin' junkies in here," They made their way slow-
ly up the stairs, going from room to room, telling residents
to leave. As some people hid in one room, cops below on the
street looked up and waved. When one cop entered the room,
he told them:"I don't care if you live here, I have someone
telling me what to do...I could care less if you get killed
here."

As some people left the building, others remained behind,
hiding in various places, undiscovered by the cops. Outside,
Gerry Trudell, candidate for City Council, spoke with Gel-
Fand who told him:"...I have no desire, or inclination, or
order, or mission to remove you from the house...vou can
have it in writing." When asked if he would put it in writ-
ing, Gelfand asked:"What do you want me to write?" "wWhat
you just said", Trudell told him. Gelfand responded with:
"I'm putting down what I want, and if you don't believe me,
that's tough shit." When a resident tried to ask him a
question, he got even angrier and threw the paper he was
writing on to the ground. It said:"evacuate for safety of
tenants, if building is declared safe, they can re-enter."

the orange line, but several people remained inside. (A fe-
male cop guarding the ribbon was recognized as having par-
ticipated in the Tompkins Square Pig Riot of 1988. Riot
veterans remembered her enjoyment as she viciously beat
people. Her name is Fleming of Midtown South Task Force,
Badge #20393), Standing by were auxiliary cops and a man
from the Red Cross who took the names of people displaced.
He said he was "offering shelter for those displaced from
the building collapse." (It's strange that the only time
that homeless people are offered hotel rooms to live in are
when they are burned out of squat buildings) A squatter re-
sponded by telling him:"If vou want to help me, mv clothes
are in there." (Pointing to Umbrella House)

While cops roamed freely in and out of Umbrella House, the
press room was vandalized by pigs who destroyed artwork
done by artists in the building. They wrote "Fuck You" with
a marker and poured ink over the illustrations and tore the
room apart. Outside, activist attorney Stan Cohen arrived,
and then came Deputy Inspector Micheal Julian (Commanding
Officer of the nearby 9th Precinct), who was dressed in a
fancy three piece suit. ESU cops told him the current stat-
us there.

At 9:05, two police dogs appeared to help sniff out people
still inside the house. Instead, one of them pissed and
shitted in front of the building, Soon, one cop was seen
exiting the house with a six-pack' of Gatorade, and then

two grocerv bags were removed from the building and brought
to an ESU vehicle. One woman resident guestioned a cop
standing nearby about the bags (P.0O. Komarow - Badge Number
27648), but he just ignored her. When she said: "I'm talk-
ing. to you," he said:"Oh my goodness--do you demand ser-
vice?" The woman said:"Yes, I do." He responded sarcasti-
cally: "Then go to a restaurant, see a maitre'd and ask for
a nice table." Stan Cohen arked to speak with Gelfand, and
one cop went to fetch him. in 1 e meantime, Cohen snoke
with Julian, asking about residents' belongings. At 92:20,
15 or more people arrived at the corner of Avenue C and 2nd
Street, chanting and raising banners, and spray painting
"Fuck the Police", and "Fight the Power" in the street.
Julian quickly walked away, shaking his head.
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At 9:33, the police dogs left the building, unsuccessful.
Cohen told the people gathered that the Buildings Dept.
will allow him to sit in on a meeting to decide the safetv
of 21-23 Avenue C, as well as an architect from the Bullett
Space. At that point, a stalemate took place with police
maintaining their positions, and demonstrators standing
their ground. Suddenly, P.0. Bratkow (Badge #23534) pushed
neighborhood activist Frank when he objected to their
presence there. People began chanting "Housing, Not Cops",
and demands were made to see Charles Smith of the Dept. of
Buildings. After approaching the demonstrators, Gelfand
shoved Frank into the crowd, and was guickly escorted away
by other pigs. As Frank protested, Bratkow elbowed him
several times.

Suddenly, Mayor Koch arrived in his limo, looking for votes
since the primary was the next day.When he was told by
Julian that many squatters were left homeless by the col-
lapse and were demonstrating in the street, Koch was heard
to say:"Who cares about them?" (Obviously, he didn't want
the sguatter vote!!) He was then greeted with chants of
"Koch, you liar, we'll set your ass on fire!!"

At 9:50, a truck carrying police barriers pulled up to
Avenue C and 2nd Street, and was blocked by protestors.
Some pigs tried to-get them out of their way, so P.O.Freer
(Badge #7066) hit Frank in the chest with a barrier. Cops
then doubled barriers across Avenue and in front of the
Umbrella House. Shortly after 10:00, some demonstrators
marched to Avenue A to get more pecple. By 11:00, many'
could be seen at Avenue C and 3rd Street, some chanting.
Julian told people gathered at 2nd Street that cops were
standing by until the Buildings Department returned. When
told that cops had assaulted Frank with a barricade, he
said:"The cops were showing me they were cut up, and I
don't know what was going on, the guy was cut, said he got
hit with a banner, he got blue splinters."(!!)

When he was asked about residents removing their belong-
ings, Julian said:"We're not at that phase, yvet." One resi-
dent told him:"We will videotaping the demolition crew, Sso
there won't be any bulldozer hitting any building." He was
referring to the demolition of 316 East 8th Street last
April 1st, which was brought about after an HPD crew truck
"accidentally" ran into it, loosening the facade. Julian
told him they may do the demo by hand. The same resident
told Julian about how they've taken homeless people from
the street, gotten them jobs, and given them a place to get
back on their feet., Julian asked him if he has gone through
the community board to work through them, and he was told
by. another resident:"They won't support us." The first res-
ident said:"We're fighting a bunch of bad guys here...
there's gonna be bogus decisions..."”

.When Keith Thompscn asked Julian what would be done about

the pigs who hit and shoved people earlier, even grab-
bing a woman and swinging her around in circles, Julian
told him he could make a civilian complaint report.

As Julian spoke with people, it was revealed that while
Avenue C was flooded with cops, a young woman had just been
mugged at knife point around the corner!! -

At about 3:30AM, a work crew arrived to begin tearing down
#25, erecting a barrier made of joists from the collapsed
building. By the time it was daylight, they had a crane

and started demolishing the remains of #25. Just as the
residents of Umbrella feared, the HPD crew hit their north
wall with the crane. At that point, a few residents stepped
onto the fire escape and revealed their presence, warning
the crew that they would be held responsible for any damage
done to their building. (By then, the damage done to the
press room had been discovered and residents had quickly
barricaded the front door from the inside.)When the crane
operator saw them, he stopped the crane and jumped out.
More cops were called in and they tried to break down the
front door with a battering ram. After failing to get it
open, they threatened the residents inside with arrest,
saying they would enter through the fire escape with a
ladder. Then they said the residents woull be arrested, but
would be allowed to re-enter at 5:00PM when the demolition
crew would be finished. (This promise meant very little
since the cops couldn't get into the building to make any
arrests, and they weren't going to let anyone return inside
for at least another day.)

The next day, September 13, a few residents wearing camo-
flage clothing put up three banners reading:"We will re-
spond to any damage done to our home","No claw", and "Don't
accidentally hit the building". More cops came and once
again an arrest ultimatum was given. After Stan Cohen and
Julian conferred, an agreement was reached allowing resi-
dents to remain inside the building during rubble removal
from #25 if they would stay on the other side of Umbrella,
away from where the demo crew was working. Other Umbrella
residents still outside were permitted behind police lines
on Avenue C and sat across the street from Umbrella to
watch and videotape the crew to make sure no "accidental"”
damage would be done to their home. Julian alsc allowed
friends of Umbrella House to enter with a chain ladder from
the fire escape and bring food in to the residents inside,
(The HPD-hired crew was "BC Demolitions", the same company
that demolished squat buildings on 8th Street months ago.)

By 5:00PM, the street was re-opened and everyone in #27 and
Umbrella was allowed to return to their homes. Once again,
HPD was stopped in their tracks in trying to destroy the
Umbrella House. Last April 12, HPD workers tried but failed
an illegal eviction there with the help of cops who later
decided they wanted no part of it and told the HPD crew to
leave the residents alone. This time, HPD tried to get the
building damaged "accidentally” so that it could be declared
"unsafe" and then be evacuated and demolished, just as two
buildings at 316 and 319 East 8th Street were earlier this
summer. Now the HPD creeps say they will go the legal route
to try to get the Umbrella residents evicted. Now that would
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