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SHADOW---Page 2 

Just when we thought it was safe to go into the park again, 
the cops came and proved us wrong AGAIN, by sending in their 
troops AGAIN, to assault the people in our neighborhood 
AGAIN, while standing guard for an~ther city agency as it 
moved in to carry out it's policy AGAIN, whether we liked 
it or not--AGAIN!! 

. ---
This time, the cops came in to back up the flunkies of the 
Parks Department calling themselves "PEP"(for"Parks Enforce­
ment Patrol--sounds real tough, doesn't it?) on July 5th as ' 
t hey evicted over a hundred homeless people from Tompkins 
Square Park after ripping down their shelters and trashing 
t he i r belongings. Apparently, a ·new parks regulation against 
having shelters or blankets for sleeping -in city parks took 
effect on July 5th an9- the Parks Dept didn't .want to waste 
one second enforcing this important new rule. They didn't 
have the balls to do it by themselves, so City Parks Commis­
sioner Henry J . Stern had to call in hundred- of cops to keep 
residents of the park and neighborhood at bay while they did 
their dirty . work. 

In · the -w'eeks leading up to July 5th, the number of homeless 
_. in Tompkins Square Park increased due to the warmer weather ; 

the dangerous conditions in the city shelters, and becayse 
Tompkins Square Park is the only park in the· city without a 
curfew . . Their presence was made a little more obvious _by the 
setting up of campsites ~ith tents and leantos in unused 
areas of the park. In spite of reduceq services by Parks 
Dept. employees in the park (closed bathrooms, portable 
toilets not cleaned out, no garbage pick-ups, areas allowed 
to decay,etc) ,' the homeless residents have kept their living 
areas clean, and some even separate their garbage for re-· 
cycling! They also police the park themselves, preventing 
fighting and crimes from taking place. They are also suppor­
ted by neighbors and store owners in 'I.he area who have do- -
nated food and shelter materials almost every day, and by 
local musicians who come nightly to sing and join in jam 
sessions around the camp fire. All of this has led to a 
feeling of true freedom- 7people taking care of each other 
without the involvement of bureaucratic city and state 
agencies. This festive ye t serene atmosphere has been like 
a Rainbow Gathering for the homeless!! 

This time, on July 5th, the pigs were h i ghly organized, fust 
as they were on May 2nd when hundreds of riot cops did their 
thing on Avenue B, push ing people around, terrorizing resi­
dents and creati ng mayhem on our streets. There were many 
sergeants there in charge of 5-6 men each, as well as many 
officers above t hem, which meant that they were being ·kept 
on a leash again . There were also many zombie-like "Commun­
ity Affairs" cops who ·remained mute throughout, refusing to 
answer any questions--some"Community Affairs" cops!!- On 
top of that, they used a shit load of "plainclothes" cops 
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who surrounded demonstrators and grabbed people at random, 
whether they did anything or not. 
Just who the hell are they here· "to protect and serve" any­
way? On August 6-7,1988, they came and rioted to defend the 
honor of Captain MacNaniara of the Ninth Precinct, whose 
feelings _had been hurt by residents defending the park. On 
May 2,1989, they came in force to cover for the HPD (Dept. 
of Housing, Preservation and Development) while HPD's hench­
men destroyed a perfectly livable building at 319 East 8th 
Street. And on July 5th, they came to back up the Parks 
Dept .. as the parks pigs played tough trashing the meager be­
longings of homeless men and women (who have come to Tompkins 

- Square Park out of fear and distrust of the city's shelter 
· system), and they struck again on July 8th, once again 

attacking homeless people and their belongings. As of this 
writing, they're still ~here guarding the park for the parks . '' - --- . pigs ... 

Aren't there better ways to spend the taxpayer's money? 
Rather than use it to find answers to the very real problems 
of homelessness, hunger, poverty, they have decided that it 
is more a matter of principle to show people who's really in 
control, who's got the power, and they'll be damned if they're 
gonna let us tell them what to do, even though it directly 
concerns us, and money is no object for them to accomplish 
their goals!! 

The pigs are nothing more than hired thugs sent to protect­
various city agencies as they implement their pol i cies, whe­
ther residents like it or not. These are the people they 
really serve!! They don't work . for us - they only go af t er 
some criminals in between neighborhood polic e raids and ·police 
riots. Even so, they can't be out there every day e n forcing 
these bullshit "laws" and fighting victimless "crimes" that 
have nothing to do with real crimes taking place, but we wi ll 
be out there fighting these bullshit rules and regulationsT! 
Let's make the enforcement bf theii bullshit pol ic i es i n our 
area as annoying and expensive as possible!! 
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sur~N PEOPLE 

NOT FLAGS 
JULY 4th, 1989! Flag "desecration" · 

Holy Sacred Textiles, Batman! 

11'5 rue SUflNltl:AV! 
,~~ue oF 111e . 

By ISSAR 

50 million people just spent the past two 
weeks discussing at . length the fascinating sub­
ject of 'flag burning'. Well? Any Brilliant in-
sights? Then came the 4th of July. Crowds auto-: 
matically clotted together as if puppets drawn 
by invisible strings. Boom ~oom Boom. The cute little fire­
wo,ks displays exploded. Now it's finished . An- empty ritual 
in an empty land. _ · 

_Now that George Bush is maintaining the alignment of 
American Government Policy with Chinese Communists who kill 
their· own children, our guess is that it's a Republican/Com-
mie plot . · · 

If - you spent more than five minutes in the past two 
~7eks thinking ab~ut 'fla~ burning', you're buying into -their 
mind-rape and you . re wasting your time . Now we know why they 
dumped the tea in the Boston Harbor! 

Here's how the Cormnunist/Republican pl;t work~: 
Get 50 million people (not too bright) AND STARI PUSHING 

THEIR BUTTONS! Home! Family! Godl Country! Flag! Put turban 
with glittering emerald on appropriate sick lackey Guru/Pres­
ident (previously Reagan) Make him speak the following words : 

. '_'H~me~ Family! God! Country! Flag! Yes, my son, repeat 
t~is idiotic, ahem! I mean patriotic MANTRUM every day 4000 
times: Soon a feeling of ineffable peace will come over you. 
You will feel somehow AT ONE with our murderous. ahem I mean 
generous Foreign Policy, which is destroying ahem I 1 mean 
emploving millions of people all around the ~orldl ,', 

' J • • ' , ~ ~ 
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"Now, my son, begin to · repeat your MANTRUM.Home! Family! 
God! Country ! Flag! Heine! Family ! God! Country! Flag! 1:fomel · 
Family! G~dl Country ! Flag! Home! Family! God! Country1 Flag! 
Home ! Family ! God! Country ! Flag! (when victim's eyes begin 
~o glaze o~er ~ install v~ting &attern sofsware pak in lower 
part of sr, i ne and send him bac to condominium/sepulchur to 
s l eep . . . ) _ 

WAKE UP YOU SELFI.SH OVERFED BABOON! GEORGE BUSH BURNS 
THE AMERI CAN FLAG EVERY DAY BE'S IN OFFICE! GEORGE BUSH 
b ROOLS ON THE CONSTITUTION AND BLOWS HIS NOSE WITH THE BILL 
OF RIGHTS! Under the false banner of 'bi-partisan' Foreign 
Policy (no opposition) a majority of Democratic Congressmen 
(deflated gasbags) continue to appropriate MILLI-ONS OF DOLL- · 
ARS OF YOUR VERY OWN MONEY AND .THROW IT DOWN THE RAT~HOLES 
AND HOG-TROUGHS OF SUB-FACIST PARIAH GOVERNMENTS ALL AROUND 
THE GLOBE TYPICALLY ENGAGED IN MURDER AND WHOLESALE DISMEM­
BERMENT OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE . 

That's oatriotic. isn't it? It's oh, so Constitutional! -
100,000 BODIES OF MEN, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN TORN TO PIECES 
AN~ STREWN ACROSS THE FIELDS OF CENTRAL AMERICA (maybe th~y'll 
enJoy the •fireworks). The .American people provided weekly pay­
checks for the killers . Congress called it 'foreign aid' 
That's PRO-FAMILY and it's quite religi_ous of them also,don't 
you think? 

2600 Chinese studencs were machine-gunned to death in 
Tiannamen Square. Nobody cared. Congress is trying to prod 
Bush to make 'a stronger statement' about it. Bush had to 
make it clear that there were 'gee-political considerations' 
that prevented him from actually demonstrating his - 'deeply 
felt sorrow'. about the incident. Congress finally understood. 

'Geo-political considerations': Investment clubs for -
wealth~ peo~Ie, _otherwise known as trans-national corporations 
based in the United States and elsewhere, _plan to use CHINA 
as another gigantic labor pool so that the members of these 
'investment clubs' can purchase the productions of the slave 
labor pool; .trinkets and what-not, for which the production 
costs are quite low, owing to the ridiculously low wages they 
pay (a ~ittance really), and transport these low-cost 'prod­
uctions back into the United States selling them for 50 times 
their original cost, thereby driving the American worker com­
pletely out of his job .and also, by the way, bankrupting toe 
country and making themselves fabulously wealthy in the pro­
ce~sl That's a Republican tradition~l value, if you get my 
drift . 

Th7 day that weeks of headlines about 'China's Agony' 
were uni f..9rmly replaced by headlines about the assinine and 
fraudulent 'Flag Burning Debate' , without on·e signifi cant or 
effective punitive action being taken · against the Vampires 
who gunned dqwn the students of Tiannamen Square and gloated 
about it for weeks afterward , THAT'S THE DAY THEY TRIED ,TO 
DRIVE THE LAST NAIL IN THE COFFIN OF AMERICA'S SOUL . 

And the spooks are coming back! Richard Nixon was in 
print last week (of course, he's a China expert.: he was 
tau,ht ~~w to use chopsticks by Mao Tse - Tung in Beijingj 
denigrating what he called 'the human rights lobby' for de­
manding sanctions on the Communist Chinese Government. 
Richard Nixon! Thi~ vile freak who presided over the fraud­
ulent and wasting charade of the Vietnam War for six long 
years, suddenly pops up from Memory Lane to take a swipe at 
'the human rights lobby'. Did King George III used to talk 
this way? In the first nlace, human rights is not a LOBBY. 
You have it confused with the hotel you're staying in, Dick. 
Secondly, and s,eriously, th~ conscience of humanity can only 
be characterized as some kind of 'special interest group' · 
by a criminal mind. 

Well, that's . the Republican Party for you! Who p~t 'em 
in? Little Tommy Linn. Who'll take 'em out? Little Johnny 
Stous. The Party of Lincoln! These people ~ren't the party 
of L~ncoln. They're the party of the people who killed Lincoln. 

So wave your little plastic flags, compatriots! And enjoy 
the show! Don't bother. about those scr~ams that are coming 
from just offstage somewhere . They're nothing, nothing at all­
ju~t _s?me rodents or mice . Yeah, it's just the mice over there, 
whini1;g . No, no , just keep yo.ur eye _firmly fixed on Guru _ 
Bushtidanta and repeat the magic words : Home! Family! God! 
Country! Flag! Home ! Family! God! Country! Flag I. : . 
That's right . Close your eyes now ; You're beginning to get 
that feeling again. Pleasant dreams . .. 

So fuck the flag burning, boys . WHERE THE HELL'S THE TEA? 

Riot-training gets out of hand 

Cops vs cops 
_ By WIES DUDDY 

and 808 KAPPSTAnER 
Daily News Staff Wnters 

A police riot-control train­
ing session in Brooklyn got a . 
l_ittle too realistic last night, 
red-faced police officials 
confirmed. 

' -
The riot training was sup-- in a Brooklyn armory, took 

posed to teach the cops how their training a little too seri­
to deal with crowds. It was in- ously. 
stituted as a result of the "It seems to have gotten a 
Tompkins Square Park riots little out of hand," said one or 
last August, in which un- the cops involved. _ 
trained and undersupervised 
young cops overreacted, bru- When it was all over and 
talizing several innocent ci- the dust had settled, at least 

The fracas involved 70 cops vilians. four cops wound up at local 
from the Brooklyn North hospitals. -
Task Force, a mobile patrol Police were giving Out few A number of others were 
unit that is shifted to which- details on whether last nursing bumps, scrapes and 
ever precinct it is needed in, night's mock excercise was a bruises. 
and 60 plainclothes cops Tompkins Square replay, or A police spokesman said 
from Brooklyn South. how and why the cops battled the injuries were mostly 

The Brooklyn North cops, each ·other, or how they got strains and sprains and 
who work in uniform, were hurt, but a police spokesman - ''Were accidental." 
playing the role of, yes, uni- chalked it up to the realiltic Three cops had to be treat- . 
formed cops. Th(! Brooklyn training involved. ed at Bellevue Hospital and 
South crowd was playing the He said the cops at the riot- · one at Long-Island College 
role of a crowd. · training session, reP9rtedly Hospital. 

• -'• ·◄ •,/ 'I' .,;, - ,,. · ~ .- • · • •· · ·· · · · - .. - · Nobody"-was saying wl!~ 
side won. 
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IN 
LIBERTY UNDER SIEGE:, 

HOMELESS ATTACKED BY NYPD .AND PARKS DEPT. 

. In the last weeks of June, the number of homeless people 
living in Tompkins Square Park ·increased dramatically. This 
was partly due to the warmer weather and pleasant atmosphere 
in the park, but mostly due to the dangerous conditions in 
the city's shelter system-(roving ·gangs, tuberculosis, AIDS, 
etc), and because it is the only park in the city without 
a curfew. . · . 
On June 28, Deputy Inspector Michael Julian, the Commanding 
Officer of the ninth precinct set up a meeting with some ·of 
the park residents outside the bathrooms. When Clayton Pat­
terson tried to videotape it for documentation, Julian moved 
the meeting inside the Parks Dept locker room in order to 
avoid him. When Clayton stepped inside, he was immediately 
arrested by Julian and charged with "Disorderly Conduct". 
A cop got scratched while handcuffing Clayton, and he tried 
to get him charged . with "Assault" as wel.l.(Lat:er, a man from 
the PBA came to the ninth precinct to demand · Clayton get the 
extra charge and be put through the system, but hew.as un­
successful--Clayton was released with a DAT (Desk Ap.peara,nce 
Ticket). Clayton later said the meeting had not yet begun, 
so he hadn't interrupted it. He also pointed out that Bonnie 
Burns (who calls herself a llcivilian observer") was present, 
so there was no reason why he shouldn't have been allowed to 
attend as well. Two days. later, Julian said Clayton chal­
lenged him to arrest him by entering the locker room and 
declaring "I'm under arrest", so he obliged him.) 
Also attending the meeting was Charlie Thomas from the . May­
or's Office and some parks employees. Julian told the home­
less there that they would have to "be accountable" and 
police themselves. It was agreed that the number of portable 
toilets would increase, Julian said he didn't want barrei 
fires in : the park, but that camp fires wou-ld be allowed for 
now. He also said there would be no arrests. The next day, 
the portable toilets were cleaned for the first time in 
more than a week. 
A few days later, as volunteers cleaned up garbage, Sgt. 
Marron and PO Moore looked on. Moore said "these guys (Tent 
City residents) are new--the homele.ss have no tents." Sgt. 
Marron said that he would like to see 24 hour bathrooms in 
the park and have people clean up after themselves, saying 
"it's really a . sewer here," The volunteers then told him 
that people here have been cleaning up after themselves, and 
that garbage has been allowed to accumulate . because the 
Parks Dept was purposely not doing their job in order to 
make the homeless and Tent City look .as bad as possible. 
Chris, of the Homeless Clients Advisory Committee, said that 
as of June 30, he counted 290 full time park residents and 
about 30 people visiting them and giving support. He said 
they f~el safe here and that with or without a police pre­
sence, people are policing themselves. He pitched his tent 
there a few days earlier with a banner across the side of 
his tent reading "No Housing, No Peace." Someone pointed out 
that this is t .he safest park in the city, yet it's open 24 
hours a day. 
Julian said that the Parks Dept ' wanted the homeless and their 
tents gone, but that police wouldn't enforce parks regu1a-. 
tions scheduled to take ef·fect on July 5th. A rumor circu.: 
lating said that the city would move on the homeless people 
at some point during the week, but the people there weren'b 
too concerned about it. 

. On July -1, as another plastic ·shelter was put up, one cop 
standing by said "with the price of rent, I'm surpri~ed 
there's not more of them." B9nnie Burns sat on a bench near 
the campsite checking what was going on. Many cop cars 
passed by several times as people sat around the camp fire 
talking as others sang songs and cleaned the area, using 
three trash barrells to separate garbage for recycling. 
For the next few days, vans from the Parks Dept, HRA(Human 
Resources Administration) and General · Services circled the 
park counting the homeless and their tents. Word also came 
that City Parks Commissioner Henry Stern and Borough Parks 
Commissioner Patrick Pomposello would meet on July s·th, but 
Julian wasn't invited to attend. Someone there said that this 
could be the focal point of the next riot if the city tries 
to move on the homeless there. 

On July 5, at approximately 8:00 p.m., To~pkins Squar~ Park 
and the surrounding area once again became the focal point 
of an invasion by hundreds of riot-clad cops who cordoned 
off ali entrances to the park, taking residents by surprise. 
Their purpose, according to C~pt. Doonan who _was guarding 
the 7th Street and Avenue A entrance, was to close the 
park as Parks Dept. employees ~ore down tents and r~moved 
belongings of the homeless people living in the park. He 
said the Parks Dept. was· in charge of the "clean-up"; and 
that it was their decision, but he promised that the cops 
would all be gone in two hours. 

The cops moved into the. park at abqut 8:30, pFeventing any­
' one from entering. As a sanitation truck entered the park 
at .9th Street and Avenue B, Jerry the Peddler · mounted it 
from the front and asked loudly, "Does this remind you of 

_ , TiamaJlffien . Sqqar.e?·'! .. The,, tr,uc~ drJ.,ve~ , re.s.pono..ed by tuJ;ni.ng ,. 
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7 /5: Homeless Man Evicted from Tompkins Sq. Park 

off the ignition. Je;rry was then arrested by several cops 
who grabbed. his balls and pulled _his hair in the process. 
By then, there were cops stationed every two feet . around 
the park to prevent anyone from climbing over the fences 
to get inside. Inside the park, the cops were busily hust­
ling the homeless out of their living areas as the park's 
range~s loaded their possessions into two roving sanitation 
trucks. They were given 15 minutes notice to pack up their 
things, but whatever they couldn't carry was thrown into 
the garbage trucks. Anyone not already in the park when the 
c_ops arrived simply lost anything they had left in the 
park. One homeless man sai_d that he was allowed to leave 
the.park to get help in carrying his things out, but th.en 
he was not allowed back in. He ended -up losing everything 
he had, including his identification and his diaries. Out­
side the park; residents and onlookers began to gather at 
the barricades, wondering what was going on this time. When 
asked by a young woman why they were there, one cop said,. 
"If you're gonna do a thing, you might as well do it right." 
She asked him if that included bashing heads, and he said: 
"Whatever it -'takes for success, we're gonna _do it right." 

At 9:15, police barriers were set up at entrances to the 
park and more cops began lining up on Avenue A. Also there 
were M~chael Farrin and Donna Ellabee of the Avenue A Block 
Association. Both were shocked and angry about tbe police 
presence, and said no one there would tell them who was in 
charge of the operation. By 9:30, 30 protestors were sur­
rounded by dozens of° "plain-clothes" cops _at Avenue B and 
8th Street, while on .Avenue A many people gathered and soon 
began march·ing around the park as others blocked the inter­
section of Avenue A and 7th Stre_et. As people marched, they 
·chanted "NO POLICE STATE", "HOUSING, NOT COPS",- and "PIGS 
OUT OF THE PARK", and explained to onlookers what was going 
on. As they circled the park, they picked up more demon­
strators, as well as more "plainclothes" cops who followed 
from behind. The 8th Street and Avenue B entrance to the 
park was heavily fortified with barriers, and many cops 
could be seen along_ the Avenue B side of the park, ' inside 
the homeless campsites, -- standing and waiting for orders. 
At 9th . Street and Avenue B, the crowd of people got very 
thick. ·cops with cameras were filming people and many cops 
were guarding · the Christadora House on ,the co.rner, which 
has been a favorite target .for venting ·anger at .. the Yuppie 
intrusion in our area. One Yuppie dick standing outside 
the Christadora behind police lines . gave the middle finger 
as the crowd passed. On 10th Street, between Avenues A and 
B, there were many police vehicles pa~ked, including 5 
Parks . Department vehicles, school buses, and ambulance 
vehicles. When the marchers returned to Avenue A, the rium­
ber of demonstrators had increased greatly, including some 
people from a pro-choice rally at Union Square. People 
continued to gather at 7th Street and Avenue A as marchers 
continued around the park. Inspector Gilmart_in of the 7th 
Precin·ct, at the 9th Street and Avenue B entrance, said 
that the Parks Department requested the Police, and that 
Chief Reuther was in charge of the operation. On Avenue 
B, people tried to explain to the cops in ,formation that 
what they were doing was wrong. "You can build a whole 
neighborhood for what it costs for you tb be here", someone 
said. The homeless -then began speaking to cops on the riot 
line, but their tearful pleas fell on deaf ears. One home-

' l~ss lady said she bought Rew clothes since she was going 
to start a ' new job on Monday. She was expecting to live in 
the park until she and her man could get back on their feet 
again. They were also going to computer school to get this 
job, but now they had no place to go and no money, either • . 
Her man said, "We ·• re gonna try to keep them (cops) out here 
in the rain, since they got us out her~ in the rain. We can 
<lo that much for them ••• " He said they were move_d to the 
Avenue B side of the · park ·a week ago "because they wanted 
us all in. one area as a set-up." Several City .Hall officials 
and HRA people stood by 9th Street and Avenue B mixed in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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Once again, while he was on duty during the raids by ~~PD 
pigs and Parks Dept pigs on Tent City in Tompkins Square 
Park on July 5th, Deputy Inspector Michael Julian, the 
Commanding Officer of the Ninth Precinct, remained conven­
iently out of sight, just as he did on May 2nd, when hun­
dreds of riot pigs invaded Avenue Band occupied our neigh­
borhood for a week. 

The day after the July 5th raids, he told residents that he 
had spent r.he night inside the Temporary Headquarters 

-Nrc, 
with Parks pigs and riot pigs. Three civilian observers 
were seen inside the park -- two Hasidic men and Bonnie 
Burns, but they wouldn't answer people's questions. Along 
the Avenue B side of the park, dump trucks continued des~ 
troying the homeless people's belongings as many riot cops 
stood near, with people chanting, "THIS IS . THEIR HOME, LEAVE 
THEM ALONE." At 9: ·37, Captain Powers and Inspector Gilmartin 
brought in more riot cops to guard the park fence between 
the demonstrators and homeless, as a show of force. One 
homeless man, standing outside the park, told us that the 
Parks people said they could move their tents to the Avenue 
B side of the park and stay there because they said they­
needed a place to park their vehicles near 7th Street. 
Pointing to his tent, which had not yet been demolished, he 
said, " t omorrow there will be another one." Then, a plastic 
Amerikan flag was burned at 9th Street and Avenue B with 
t h e help of some lighter fluid and someone asked, "Where 
are t he skinheads now?" , as t he crowd chanted "BURN BABY, 
BURN." Some people discussed -the meeting that Julian had 
wi th the park residents on June 28th, where he promised 
they woul dn't be thrown out of the park, and Father Pat 
po i nted out, "the way they got around it was, they said they 
double-crossed -- they sent in the Parks Department to do 
the dirty work ••• they break their work by duplicity". 
Lawyers Norman Siege] of the NYCLU and Ron Kuby were also 
present outside the park. 

By 10:15, more mainstream media began appearing on Avenue 
B. Detectives in suits there refused to answer questions 
and one agreed to speak only with a lady from a TV station, 
but then he didn't answer her questions either. 

At 10:20, a sit-in was in full effect at 7th Street and 
Avenue A, blocking traffic. By now, the crowd had grown to 
about 200 people. Many plainclothes cops were in sight, but 
they only stood at a distance observing. Clayton said that 
Julian lied to the homeless people in their meeting on· June 
28, _and that he was arrested because he would have captured 

SHADOW---Page 5 

Vehicle parked at the co~ner of the park writing a report 
about what was taking place outside in the park!! 
On June 28th, he held a secret meeting ~n Tompkins Square 
Park with residents of the park where, among other things, 
he agreed that there would be no arrests nf homeless people 
and he said that camp fires would be allowed in the park. 
On June 30th, he told residents of the park and neighborhood 
that even though "the Parks Dept wants the homeless and 
tents gone, ~he .cops won't enforce the regulations." Yet, 

in spite of eve·rythinq he said, the park was closed off 
July 5th as hundreds· of riot cops inv.aded and occupied our 
neighborhood--AGAIN!! 

The following day, he tried Lo justify his absence from the 
scene by saying "I felt I ·could add nothing to the situa­
tion on Avenue A and 7th Street other than to stir people 
up. r felt my presence would only cause more violence . " On 
top of that,_he ~aid "I have a relation with the community 
here and I think it's bas,ed on integrity .• . "!! 

Well, after being misled by Julian so many times (he is 
either a very good liar , or he is being misled by those 
who pull his strings, or he is totally misinformed about 
our neighborhood, or he is completely ineffectual and pow­
erless to do anything except - follow orders, or he just 
doesn't give a shit--maybe it's a combination ·of all these 
things!!), you can be sure that his relation with the 
community is certainly not based on his integrity!! 

Partly as result of this latest mishandling of the Tompkins 
Square area and the increasing popular opinion running 
against him, it is rumored that Julian is about to be re­
placed. (One name being mentioned as his replacement is an 
Officer O'Connor). Former Ninth Precinct Commander Gerald 
Ma~Namara's pals in the heavily Irish-dominated Police Dept 
heirarchy never wanted Julian ' to replace him in the first 

place, saying he has no command experience. But Julian was 
Pol.ice Commissioner Benjamin Ward's personal choice (as a 
handsome spokesman designed to placate the neighborhood as 
the city's policies go on as u~ual), and that is a second 
s trike against Julian, because the old Irish guard doesn't 
like Ward either. 

With Jul~an gone, the false image will be gone as well. At 
least with the next precinct commander puppet, we will know 
what we are getting as their true intentions are made clear 
to us in the coming months as they try to clear out the 
homeless, the poor, and politically active. They won't have 
to pretend it's something else unless of course, they get 
themselves another Julian to play the same game on us. 

As far as Julian is concerned, he's already got his 20 years 
on the force, and he's only 40 years - old, so he's still 
young enough to start enjoying his life. Why doesn't he tell 
tho~e assholes above him pulling his strings to shove it up 
their asses and retire on flis 20 year pension already? Then 
he can tell us the whole t _ruth for a change--like what is 
really ' be~ng planned for our neighbornood and that they keep ­
him out of sight when they pull their shit here so that he 
can't be blamed or so he can claim he doesn't know what~s 
going on as the real people in power continue their assaults 
on us!!(If he didn't know what was going on July 5th,as he 
claimed, then how was he able to write a report about it?) 

In some ways, it is better to have silence with truth, than 
communication with lies!! 

this on tape. A few women there also flashed their breasts 
at cops to distract them, and it worked on a few of them. 
Riot cops massed at the 7th Street and Avenue A entrance, 
and the crowd then gre~ as demonstrators from Avenue B 
arrived, increasing the number to about 400 or so. Suddenly, 
at 10:40, as the cops tried to maintain their barriers at 
7th Street and Avenue~, plainclothes cops grabbed a Rasta 
man, and they pulled his hair and beat him as people tried 
to "un-arrest" him. Then fhey grabbed another man, pulling 
them both into the park past police lines where they frisked 
and cuffed them both. At that point, the crowd got very 
angry, demanding the plainclothes cops badge numbers and 
identification-, but they remained silent, trying to evade 
the people that began following and then chasing them 
through the crowd. They quickly slipped under the police 
lines to be with their fellow pigs. Ranking cops and of­
ficers refused to identify any of the plainclothes cops so 
that complaints could be filed, and they refused to respond 
to questions from the people there. A few skinheads were 
visible in the crowd smirking and people yelled at the cops 
as more barriers were set up in front of the barriers al­
ready there. They were told, "We've got you trapped," and 
"Now you're the prisoner." 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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CONTINUED F.ROM PAGE 5 

fCI' 
At 11:00. people on the park sidewalk started to peel away 
the three layers of barriers between them and the cops, 
breaking the 2 x 6 planks in half three times until the cops 
were left holding up half a splintered piece of wood to sep­
arate them from the crowd. Some were li°terally shaking in 
their shoes and others raised their clubs as if they were 
expec~ing to be charged by the crowd. "WHOSE FUCKING PARK? 

People pull barriers away f -rom riot cops outside 
Tompkins Square Park, . near 7th St & Avenue A --7/5 

OUR FUCKING PARK," was chanted, along with, "ARREST US, TRY 
IT -- WE I LL HAVE ANOTHER RIOT", in , between demands _for 
plainclothes cops to identify themselves~ Then, an M-80 went 
off, and some pigs jumped, waiting for more. Also behind 
the barriers on Avenue A was a plainclothed Sgt., Delgado, 
who said he was from the Organized Crime Squad. He said, 
"We're just assigned here -- it's not a homeless issue ••• 
right now, . it 1 s a crowd getting out o~ control." When he 

_said, "We're the f i rst ones y'ou call when you're in 
trouble," he was told "that's what you should' be there for." 
When an older woman who lives nearby told him "We don't 
want you here", Delgado asked, "How are we going to resolve 
this? What's the solution?" She told him: "You resolve it 
by using the money to build housing instead of paying people 
to kick people out of the park -- :r' don' t want to pay y;ou ri 

double-time for kicking people out of the park -- they have 
no place else to go -- you should ask Julian how he's going 
to resolve it -- he stood here and said that he would never 
kick the homeless out of this park and I heard him and he's 
a fucking liar." Delgado said that ·"the order came from the 
Sanitation Department who wanted assistance -- we're civil 
servants." 

At 11:20, as people were being pushed around by cops, a 
flag was burned on 7th Street and Avenue A.- Suddenly, sev­
eral plainclothes cops tried to grab a young man, but many 
people came to his defense and a tug-of-war ensued as the 
pigs tried to handcuff him. People got in between them and 
grabbed the cops' arms and legs while others pulled the man 
away from them, ·and finally he was succes·sfully un-arrested! ! 
The extremely nervous pl~inclothes cops were quickly told 
by Capt. Doonan to return behind police lines as the crowd 
ch~ered wildly. Eggs flew every few minutes as the pigs con­
tinued holding the splintered barrier. Soon, plainclothes 
cops tackled another man and pulled him away. 

At 11:25, the plainclothes cops tried a new strategy of 
running into the crowd and attacking people at random, . and 
then regro"uping for more assaults. Then -, three to four skin­
heads snatched an Amerikan flag and were chased from the · 
scene by .angry protesters. One skin was knocked down with a· 
flying kick by a Hispanic man, and then the skins tried to 
argue about flag burning. At' that point: there were two cop 
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Plainclothes goons attack man outside Tompkins Sq, Park--J /5 

cars at the 7th Street entrance, shining rows cf high inten­
sity lights on the crowd and some people used copies of the 
SHADOW that had been given out earlier to block out the 
blinding light. The headline held up to the pigs read: 
"DEATH PENALTY FOR KILLER COPS". At 11:30, the plainclothes 
cqps were followed around the area by the crowd who pointed 
them out to everyone after a young lady and her friend were 
viciously assaulted and taken away by them, in spite of a 
massive effort to free them from thier grips. Finally, they 
were chased out of the area. 

At 11:42, Inspector Louis Pappas, of PBMS _(Patrol Borough 
Manhattan South)~ one of the few high-ranking cops that 
would actually speak, wore a suit and carried a radio, and 
told us: "We'll be out of here shortly." Sgt. Delgado then 
said: "It's not overtime yet, give me a chance." Then the 
crowd's attention focused on Krystyna Piorkowska, right-wing 
member of Connnunity ~oard 3 who was leaning on the police 
line, accompanied by an older man. Both remained mute as the 
people in the crowd held her partially responsible for 
creating pressure for the Parks Department to clear out the 
homeless from the park. The crowd angrily questioned her and 
berated her for not coming clean. Then it was revealed that 
she owns two buildings at 114-116 East 7th Street, only a 
block away from the park, and someone said that she is 
behind the move to close the "All Crafts Center" on St. 
Marks Place (one of the only meeting places for drug addicts 
and alcoholics where they try to solve their problems), so 
that she and h~r fellow countrymen can take the building for 
their personal gains. Finally, someone got so sick from 
looking at her that he cocked his head back and let out a 
gigantic glob of spit ori the back of her head!! 

By midnight, -a full four hours after the pigs began their 
assault and occupation of the park and surrounding streets, 
Capt. Smith of Manhattan South said, "At this point in 
time, the park is now open." This was obviously a ploy to 
get people off the street where they were blocking traffic -
(they always freak out when people block traffic) - -- and_ 
back into the park where ~hey could be corralled or trapped 
off. Some people went inside while others chose to maintain 
the -occupation of 7th Street and Avenue A. Inside the park, 
many cops were hanging out amid garbage strewn all . over the 
place -- some cleanup!!! Near the pathrooms, Chief of Patrol 
David Scott, the ranking officer on the scene, was walking 
with Chief Reuther. Scott, who is black, sa_id: "The Parks 
Department wanted to remove the structures (homeless 
people's shelters), they brought in enforcement people and 
peop'le to do the removing and, once accornplished, · we re­
opened the park again." He also said: "The show of force 
obviates the need to use that force, so it pays off ••• with 
a few, you may have to use that force." He also claimed 
there were far fewer cops than there were during last 
August's riot (500) -- "did anybody get hurt?", he asked. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 

The Plain Truth About ''Plainclothes" Cops 
So, what about those pathetic "plainclothes" cops anyway? 
If you are at a demonstration and suddenly find yourself 
being assaulted or grabbed by one or more people standing 
nearby, or if you see someone in a similar situation, then 
you have every right to resist, fight them right back and · 
use whatever force necessary to defend and free yourself . 
and others from their assault. 

Whether or not it turns out later that this gang of hoodlums 
were "plainclothes" cops is unimportant, because if they 
were "legitimate police officers engaged in the lawful 
pursuit of apprehending criminals", they would have to 
identify themselves as cops, declare that you are under 
arrest ; describe what you are being charged with, and then 
read you your rights. Since as a rule ~hey never follow 
this lawful procedure, then you cannot be charged with 
"resisting arrest" or "assaulting an officer", etc., for 
trying to free yourself or others from their clutches. 
If you are busted for this, you can tell the cops and, if 
necessary, · the Judge, that you · were simply defending yourself 
or coming to the aid of a person or persons that you saw 
being attacked on the street by a gang of thugs, like the 
good citizen you are. 

If everyone in the crowd would jump in when these unknown 
_assailants attack others, then maybe they would get the fuck 
out of there and hang out with the uniformed pigs, where 
they belong. In between self-defensive maneuvers, people 
at demos can also follow these scum and point them out to 
,ot~ers. 

REMEMBER THESE FOUR REASONS FOR DEFENSE AGAINST 

UNREASONABLE DETENTION AND ASSAULT BY --UNKNOWN ASSAILANTS: 

,...-- · ---~ 
(/ ~F.tltfJ1 Thef do no~ identify themselves as 

'--- -~l.. :.:_:,/ p O 1 l Ce Of :t l Ce rs . 
;Y/ 
v-, -I 6) . 
~ ~ / _, No declaration of arrest. 

, :3 No description of charges. 

4 No righ ts 
them. 

( Miranda warni'ng) read by 



Tompkins 
quaRe ParK 

NoteBQoK 
By FREE-I 

It was midnight when the people 
were first let ba~k into the nark, four 
hours :after atleast 300 cops in riot 
gear known as the Manhattan South Task 
Force came through and bullied the home 
less out of the tents they called home 
Two of th~ people who had set up and 
maintained the campsite behind the 
Avenue A & Ninth Street corner of the 
park returned to the site, walking 
circles in the mud ' looking for a place 
to sit . The benches around~ the fire 
were gone ; the fire pits kicked in. 
The shack that we, homeless_ & squatter, 
anarchist & Vietnam vet, had built on 
Saturday nigr.t was bulldozed and junked 
into a sanitation truck. Not a stick 
of wood remained . I came over and lit 
up a joint, and as the sweet -smoke 
filled the air a sis_ter and a young man 
named Mervin joined us. Mervin brought 
these delicious homemade muffins and 
insisted tr.at we all take a peice to 
celebrate our victory ovet th~ cops '. He 
thanked everyone individually for the 
chicken and the potatoe~ , and the good 
times and the conversation he had found 
here on Sunday night when he came to 
t he park havi ng not eaten in 14 hours . 

~: i t h in minutes, a beer-run· was of'f 
a collection was go i ng around for hot­
dog s & bread, cardbcard mats were laid 
around the f i re p lace and a smokey fire 
wa s snuttering and ·coughing amid bits 
of wet wood and sticks. A homeless man 
called "Hawk" blew gently on the flames 
whil e another filled h is stroDg chest 

_and testified , "The cops told me to 
take my stuff with me when they cleared 
us ou t . I t old them , 'I started this 
with nothing , and nothing is what I'm 
go nna walk out with . ' I didn't want to 
go . I kent telling them, 'Take it down 
if you, w~nt~j ust let me stay . ' But I 
knew that if we didn't leave the cops 
were going to hurt somebody . I'm not 
afraid of being busted, but I wasn't 
go ing to see my friends bleeding . I 
t h ink I did the r i ght thing." 

"Yo'. Check this out . " Several 
men bers of the campsite gathered around 
and untwisted the damp green nylon 
l ying i n . the mud·. " r't Is the tent '. " one 
exc l a imed , and i ns~ a e were the mattres­
ses, blankets, even a b~g of art -sup­
nlies. 

"Let's get it up," said one. 

"No. Wait till the cops leave," 
said another . 

"But why would they leave the tent 
if they don't expect us to put it back _ 
up?" 

- r-"I fold the cops when they took me 
out that I'd be right back . We're 
going to rebuild, and this time it'll 
be even better t han it was. -

heads, the shelter system, soul music 
and horror mov-ies. The finer points 
of fire-building and stew-making were 
debated till dawn. Tents and tarps , 
were erected erected. Firewood found. 
A Korean market left out bags of salad 
bar stuff for us . A -Rastafarian dropped 
off- a Package of franks on his way 
through. Everyone who came . left satis-
fied and happy. · 

The morning after the cops closed 
the park and bulldozed the -shelters, 
they came back to further ravage the 
homeless people's living space -. The 
tent that was left the night before was 
confiscated, and all of the stones from 
the fireplaces were carted off on the 
back of Parks Department ·trucks. The · 
people who had lived there were warned 
not to return to the grass beneath the 
trees~ They could sleep on th~ benchesL 
that's it. No fires. No tents . No 
more cooking and feeding peoule. Koch, 
who ordered the destruction of the tent 
city, warned he would spare no expense 
to keep the homeless from rebuilding; 
"You cannot have a lawless s i tuation 
where people say they don't care that 
the park is for everybody." So 
everybody sat around on the benches 
along their camnsites waiting for the _ 
50 uniformed cops and a score of under-

covers to leave . They had been assign­
ed to the park to enforce the will of 
the few over the many, and bec_ause of; 

I 

/ 

them, there was no hot food and no 
place to go when the rain came. 
Micheal Julian and the Ninth precinct 
regulars returned to see what was left 
of their precious "connnunity relations'.' 
(Julian who supposedly "comrnands" _the 
Ninth Precinct, took himself out of 
Wednesday night's action choosing in~ 
stead to ride around in the mobile uni"t 
and write out the police reports . When 
asked specific questions about ' how the 
homeless people will be treated int-he 
future or how long the cops will remain 
in the park, he can only respond, "The 
Parks department is enforcing the rules. 
We're just there to make sure they're 
not injured.") He admitts that the _ 
park was cleaner and safer during the 
encampment, contradicting Deputy Parks · 
Commissioner Alan Moss' reports to the 
press of "rampant drug dealing and 
prostitution." Well Julian may not 
have his job any longer and after Wed-
nesday night, who cares? He is consid­
ered by those who converse in the park 
as irrelevant at best . The point of 
this latest police crackdown is not to 
rid the park of all this bogus drug 
dealing. If that was the case they'd 
be going after the crack houses a few 
blocks away. What concerned Koch and 
the Parks department goons was that we 
had made them irrelevant. We took care 
of ourselves . And as soon as t hese 
nigs get out of here~ we're going to do 
it all again. ~e have all the time in 
the world to defend our home . 
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It was g l orioiis. Homeless Reople, 
&quatters, hippies, punks, everybody 
sat as one singing all the oldies from 
the radio andpassing countless "40-
ouncers'.' Everyone who passed through 
dogged their faces with chicken, stew, 
eggs,_ potatoes , marshmellows and too 
many hot dogs - a seemingly bottonless IPi} 
amount of food. People came through ~-/ t ca,o. IA&.::.fllo~ , .... e,,,o .... Co""..,.,: e ,, 
for each other. Arguments went long in 1\: , -,..,..,- ",,.,., '"1 ,, .... ~ 
into the night over flag burning, skin- .z.----~:;.------~~=;__,......,..__;,,;,_..; _____ ~-----------------
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hen -~?l,ts"~ili~s~_~f@i: 

(The REAL story b_ehind what led to the 
Supreme Court Flag Burning Case)--

Last month's Supreme Court rul i ng,which 
e x tended First Amendme nt protection to • 
".desecration" of the Amerikan flag, is 
r 0oted in protests against the 1984 Re­
p ubl ~can National Convention. The Con­
vention was supposed to be a gigantic 
public relations coup for the Republi­
cans. Ronald Reagan had managed to sur­
vive a massive recession, an escalating 
war in Central America, an explosion in 
t h e country 's homeless population, and 

. an assss~inat i on attempt: 
Now t h e former Hollywood actor was pre­
par ing for one of the most important 
r oles of h i s career. Reagan's nomination 
would be a flag waving celebration of an 
Amer i ka that was supposedly back from 
the abyss of its defeat in Vietnam. 
Amerika was back and Ronald Reagan and 
the Republicans were going to take the 
cre d i t. 
Dal las, Texas in August 1984 \ was a hell­
ish experience. Even for a New Yorker 
used to broiling summers; nothing can 
compare to the blast furnace-like Texas 
sun and oppressive humidity. 
Our Yippi.e school bus arrived in Texas 
af ter a marathon protest tour, beginning 
wi th the -last fading notes of the ann'ual 

Rock Against Racism(RAR) concert on July 
4t h near the steps of the Lincoln Memor­
ia l in Washington,D.C. The first stop on 
t he demonstration tour . was . San Franci·sco 
to oppose the Democratic Convention. 

Bay Area anarchists and anti-nuke activ­
ists had planned a protest they called a 
"War Chest Tour". The aim was to lead a 
march of hundreds of radical youth on a 
tour of major defense contractors and 
environmental polluters. 
Without warning, San Francisco police 
made repea~ed mass arrests of the War 
Chest Tourists as they peacefully march­
ed and demonstrated. When more than 50 
were arrested j~st as Walter Mondale 
accepted the norrii.nation, 2,000 people 
marched from a Rock Against Reagan spon­
sored Dead Kennedys concert outside the 
convention hall. · 

Th e protesters tra i led a camouflaged 
"Tro j an war donkey", representing the 
Demo c r ati c Party . The march e nded at the 
S .F.Jail where the Tourists were being 
held . Withi n moments, thousand~ of cops 
mo ved in and over 300 pro testers were 
swept up in a massive police action. 
Undaunted and out of jail, our Yippie 
bus jo i ned the RAR caravan to Los -Angeles 
where we participated in protests of the 
Ol ympics. There, L.A.police brutally 
arrested more than 20 punks after an 
Amer i kan flag was burned at the corner 
of Hollywood and Vine. 
We arrived iz:i Dallas 'in mid -Au gust as 
the temperature hit 105. ACORN(Associ­
ation of -co·mmunity Organizations for 

·Reform Now)had planned legitimate style 
demonstrations featuring Jesse Jackson. 
However, ACORN abruptly left Dallas be­
fore the convention began, to avoid a 
direct confrontation with the Republi­
cans. 
Now more than 100 Yippies, anarchists 
and peace activists would make camp in 
an area provided by the city of Dallas 
in the flood plain of the Trinity River. 
A banner across a bus proclaimed our 
camp "Auchwitz II". High on the river­
bank above the · si t 'e was the Lou Starret 
Justice .Center where police watched the 
camp through high-powered binoculars. 
In the camp were busses and vans from 

- throughout the US and Canada. A group of 
Canadian anarchists flew a black flag, 
while~ red flag flew from a nearby 
school bus. A group of pacifists count­
ered with a US and Soviet flag flying 

and sound was run by RAR, the group that 
puts on the annual concerts in Central 
Park in New York City. 
On the second night of the convention, 
a free concert by the Dead Kennedys drew 
thousands of punks. As the rich white 
Republican clones streamed out after one 
session, they were met by the sound of 
Jello Biafra over the ·RAR sound system 
leading the audience in chants -of "Fuck 
You" that resounded off the convention 
center walls. 

On Wednesday , the 22nd of August, we had 
scheduled the Republican War Chest Tour. 
Organizers mapped o ut a route that would 
take us to · major Dallas corporations 
that were contributors to the Republi­
cans . At noon, the To.ur assembled at the 
Kennedy Memorial. A Dallas newspaper 
column entitled "Jaywalking is the First 
Step to Anarchy" was circulated. Jaywalk­
ing is not tolerated in Texas. 
Dallas had never seen anything like eur 
crew of punks with mohawks, hippies with 
painted faces, and transvestites with 
pig masks . As some chanted Buddhist man­
tras to the beat ~fa . drum, we stormed 
into the lobby of an office building. 
The Tour took us to a number of banks 
and through a luxury departmenf½ tore 
where terrified employees scooped jewels 
off the counters. Splitting up and re­
grouping while following the basic route 
kept the police disoriented and powerless 
to catch us as we ran through the air­
conditioned tunnels and tubes that link 
ultra-modern office buildings used by 
the rich elite of Dallas. 
Eventually, we came to the Diamond Sham­
rock Corpo-ration, the company which pro­
duced Agent Orange and still trades with 
South Africa. A life-sized statue of six 
uniformed police dragging a: hog-tied 
Black man stood in the plaza below the 
gleaming corporate high rise. One of the 
protesters later arrested would later be 
fined $12,009 for allegedly spray paint­
ing a peace sign on the statue. -
The Tour ended at the Dallas City Hall, 
where an Amerikan flag was burned as a 
group of demonstrators spit on it and 
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chanted anti-flag slogans. The ashes of 
the flag were scooped up by a Dallas man 
who buried them in his backyard. This 
scene was replayed on Dallas . TV for days 
after the event., and it turned out that 
the flag rescuer worked as an engineer 
on the development of the first nuclear 
~ipped b~llistic missles. 

Meanwhile, hundreds ~f Dallas riot police 
surrounded the group and. 130 of us were 
arrested and kept in the high-tech hell 
of the newly bqilt Dallas jail in sight 
of our camp below in the Trinity River 
bottom. After two days of court appear­
ances, everyone was released with an 
ominous warning by Texas Rangers to get 
out of town bv sundown. . 
The offenses were minor, but .about a 
dozen protesters were given more serious 
charges. They were mostly people from 
Europe and Canada. One . of the Amerikan 
activists given extra charges was Joey 
J ohnson, a member of the Revolutionary 
Communist Youth Brigade(RCYB)and support­
er of the Revolutionary Communist Party 
from Atlanta. 
According to Texas civil rights lawyers, 
the flag burning i ncident was treated as 
seriously as a murder by the Dallas DA's 

· office. BUt accord ing to numerous eye 
witnesses and Johnson himself, the flag 
was burned by someone else. 
The Texas courts recognized this and 
Johnson was convicted under a Texas law 
that makes it illegal to contribute to 
the atmo~phere .that leads to a crime. 
In this case t h e crime according to the 
state was the flag burning. Johnson was 
sentenced to a year in prison and a 
$2,000 fine : Hi s convic t ion was .o ver­
turned on appeal by the Texas state 
court, a rul i ng upheld by the Supreme 
Court. 
In related development's, another Supreme 
Court ruling, concerning RAR, was re­
leased the same week as the flag burn ing 
decision. RAR provided sound at the 
Dallas and San Fransisco conventions 
in 1984 and has provided sound at many 
large scale and local political events. 
rhe Court overturned a lower court 
~uling that allowed RAR to control the 
sound mix at its events in Central Park. 
The RAR decision and others by the 
Supreme Court that weaken anti-discrim­
ination laws show that activists · should 
not become complacent in the wake of the 
Supreme Court's action. Bush is planning 
to fan the flames of reaction by mob­
ilizing right wing veterans groups in 
the wake of . the decision with a constit­
utional amendment to ban flag desecration. 
If successful, it would set the s_tage for 
further confrontations over the right 

to dissent in democratic Amerika.Already, 
the Supreme Court decision criminalizing 
abortion and taking away a woman's . right 
to choose is further proof that Amerikan 
institutions represented by the flag are 
eroding our rights. 

side by side. · 

The week of activities began in a pro­
test ghetto set· up by the government 
near the convention center. The stage 
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11/ith police looking the other way, sev­
eral dozen skinheads went on a Fourth of 
July rampage through the East Village, 
causing three· peopl~ to be hospitalized· 
in unprovoked - attack_s, and twice sacking 
the Anarchist Switchboard. 

For some reason, the skinheads decided 
that the Switchboard (a basement space 
that h·as se:en much Anarchist organizing, 
but which recently has been mostly a punk 
hang-out) was the source of leaflets 
calling for a July 4th anti-patriotic 
flag burning rally in Washington Square 
Park at 6:00PM. 
At about ·l:30PM, according to witnesses 
that were there, approximately 30 skins 
and their accomplices came to the Switch­
board. At first, they merely stood out­
side menacing those who were standing 
there. They outnumbered the Switchboard 
people by about 5 to 1, according to one 
person the're, "which is the least they 
want before they start fucking with any­
one", he . added. Then, someone carrying a 
stick marched around the sidewalk yelling 
"Who's burning th~ flag?" several times. 

When one of the girls there asked what 
they wanted, she was shouted down by the 
skins, who spat on her as well. Finally, 
they began trash~ng the Switchboard, and 
banging on the doors until one broke off. 
One man who happened upon the scene stood 
watching the skinheads activity -until one 
of them spit beer on him and knocked him 
down with a flying kick. When he got up, 
he was set upon by 10-15 skins who beat 
him mercile~sly with sticks, bottles, 
and a trash can~ Even though he was out­
numbered, he was .at least able to get in 
a few punches on one skinhead.About ten 
hours later, h~ was released £rem Beth 
Israel Hospital after receiving stitches 
in his head, ciheek, neck and fingers~ 

By 6:00PM, most of the skinheads involved 
in this at€ack were part of an even 
larger group of skinheads (about 50) in 
Washington Square Park,attending the flag 
burning rally there. · 
Several times, teams of skins ganged up 
on anyone that objected to their intim­
idating people who didn't agree with 
them or their version of what the 
Ame r ikan flag represents. They also set 
uoon two women from the Anarchist Switch­
b~ard who dared to stand their ground and 
not back down. One of them was assaulted 
by a male and fem~le skinhead who sp{t in 
and then punched her in her face. 
The presence of many photographers there 
only encouraged the skins t-o further be­
rate and surround gays and anarchists, 
threatening to beat anyone who disagreed 
with their point of view. They repeated­
ly chanted ~usa,usa","skinhead, skinhead" 
and "Burn a flag, we'll burn a fag", and 
there were many violen t incidents where 
skinheads struck and spat upon people,. 
all of which failed to get a response 
from the police that were standing near­
by. This added credence to the circulat­
ing rumors that police and skins had cut 
a deal to allow the skins to beat and 
terrorize people at will, without being · 
arrested. 
Two flags were secretly burned and the 
perpetrators melted into the-crowd, but 
for· the .. most · part, it was the skinhead's 

SKINHEADS GO WILDING ON EAST NINTH . STREET BEFORE AND 

FLAG DEMONSTRATION IN WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK 

d. open flame in a park. We were there to 
at the police defend the flag, so we were on the same 

ac quickly ent>Ugh, "They just side as the cops. We would be helping 
stood· there and watched." them do their jobs, so we agreed that they 

_"We had a conference with the cops wouldn't arrest us unless we got totally 
beforehand,"says Bruce, a skirthead, in a out of control." · 
telephone interview."They told us they A police spokesman would not com­
were going to arrest anyone who burned ment on Bruce's allegation of a skinhead/ 

the flag because it's illee1gal: .. to:~ha:·:v:e~an:.JJp~o:l;ic;e~c~o~n~fe~r~e~nc~e=·:"~'Thrf;;"~Rt"'"~-~h~,,~ ~,~;~-il_ ---~~ 
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show. In the presence of many police, 
one man was beaten savagely for about ten 
miriutes by skinheads after he gave some 

a nazi-style salute. As he bl~d profusely 
from his head, he was hustled by police 
to a waiting ambulance 
through the crowd tci a waiting ambul_ance. 
He was struck a · few more times by skins 
i~ the crowd, but again, the police did 
nothing about it. 

Two ranking officers on the scene inclu­
ded Lt.McKenna and Inspector Gelfand, 
both of whom did nothing to stop the 
escalation of violent confrontations 
taking place.Finally, after the skin­
heads began chasing people around the 
park·a few times, it looked like a riot 
was going to erupt, so the police· de­
cided to react by closing the park at 
7:00 with the help of helmetted riot cops 
as a bullhorn blared:"Get out of the park 
or you will be subject to arrest!",and 
"This is _ not a spectator sport". When he 
was asked why this was being done, Gel­
fand said "It's dangerous here, I feel 
it's a dangero~s condition/ situation". 
After .marching ar..ound the park a while 
longer hoisting tw·o Amerikan flags on 
poles . and singing "god bless Amerika", 
the skins left the park and marched back 
to t _he East side. · 

On~e on East Ninth Street, a group of 40 
skinheads attacked the Switchboard· again, 
this .time chasing a woman who refused to 
give them film from her camera after she 
took photos of their actions. A man on a 
bike who tried to stop them was jumped 
and beaten to the ground by the skins, . 
and after he got out of the hos~ital, he 
said,"at least she got away". 

By 8:00, the skins entered Tompkins 
Square Park, where they were confronted 
by anarchists, punks, pa~k regula~s and 
many -homeless persons from tent city, 
some of whom got sticks and clubs to 
match the ones the skins were holding. 
Emotions ran high and many people called 
for an attack to force the skinheads 
out of the park, but instead, only a 
shouting match took place where skins 
said that they would kill anyone who 
burned a flag, and homeless and anar­
chists who reminded them that the flaq 
is only a piece of cloth and a symbol+ 

that they object to the corrupt govern­
ment it symbolizes. One skin yelled 
"My uncle died in Vietnam for the flag", 
and someone responded "your uncle diec;! 
in Vietnam for Dow Chemical". As_ this 
went on, only two cops (P.O. Kid and 
P.O. Moore) were present, and they stood 
safely several hundred feet aw,ay from 
the scene, saying and doing nothing. 
Some ·skinheads there were identified as 
members of the group that bea the man ­
earlier at the Anarchist Switchboard, 
and a few admitted to being _ there·, and 
dared someone to do something about it. 
They also said that Anarchy means · it's· 
alright for them to beat people up .. 
Finally, the ranking cop in the park, 

Sgt. Marron of the 9th Precinct, came 
on the scene and even he could tell 
that almost all of the skinheads were 
not from the Tompkins Square Park area, 
whereas almost all o~ the activists and 

all of the homeless are. P.O. Moore 
told Marron that Midtown South Task 
Force was on the way, but Marron was 
able to make them leave the area .before 
actual fighting broke out (which would 
have happened if the skins had kept it 
up a few moments longer). Then he re- · 
auested the homeless and their suppor­
ters to put down their st:i.cks and- his 
men tossed them in the garbage. 

· By 9:00, several "plainclothes cops" 
from Washington Square Parkj standing 
out like sore thumbs, sat near the home­
less encampment (as though they were t he 
cause of the trouble). Soon, they were -
replaced with local "plainclothes" cops 
and £bout ten uniformed cops, but of 
course, by then, the conflict was al­
ready over.By~s - late as 12:00 midnight 
the Tomokins Square Park arsa was sat­
urated ~ith cops. As always, their 
met.hod of operation is: TOO MUSH TOO 
LATE!! 

'Washington Square Park wa_s an example 
of fascism running rampant with the 
tacit blessing of the police. People 
brave enough . to speak up by themselves 
were stifled by right wing_ gangs who 
had their way as the cops looked on. 
In countless previous demonstrations in 
Washington Square, the cops always fol­
lowed the demonstrators out of the park, 
even when there were less than a . doz·en. 

s'everal dozen thugs who had just beaten 
people got to · lea~e the park without t~e 
benefit of a police escort, and so their 
rampage went on.On April28 tw9 demonstra­
tors were arrested by Lt. McKenna in 
Washington Square for having ·~t-heir banner 
attached to cardboard poles. ··The skinheads 
had their flags on poles with metal spikes 
and waved them at the crowd like lances as 
Lt. McKenna looked on. 
In th.e days since the skinhead rampage'. the 
events were covered in the press -as anis­
sue of "skinheads V£, flag-burners,"asboth 
the Voice and a N.Y. Times editorial put 
it. In fact, the flag-burning issue was 
peripheral to the attacks, which began be­
fore a single flag ' had been burned. In any 
case, brownshirt-style assaults on _so many 
people in public, at random, is clearly 
far more significant than the fate . of a . 
piece of cloth. The _danger of castinq the 
skinheads ~s defenders of theflaiis clear: 
their tactics, which on July 4 had the bles­
sing of the cops and which intimidate~ so 
many people into inaction_, may now, with 
the President himself leading the way, come 
to be seen as downright patriotic. In Ger­
many leading up tp 1933,right wing violence 
was tolerated by a ·state that was cracking 
down on the left. It looks like history is 

about to repeat itself with the ri~e of a 
new wave of government sponsored right wing 
militant fascism in our country that will 

give us new wars as we lose our civil rights. 
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ABBIE HOFFMAN 
Memorial at 

the Palladium 
June 17, 1989 

"~ '<IP',. . 
"NO REGRETS"-..:A celebration of ABBIE HOFF~' S life . 
presented ·by the ABBIE HOFFMAN ACTIVIST FOUNDATIIN. The 
foundation has been established by Abbie's famil and friends 
"to preserve his works, support efforts of parti ipa-tory 
democracy, and aid public education on the dangers of com­
placency." It was created to fund projects against big 
institutions that intrude in our lives, "to serve as a 
clearinghouse for issues related to ac~ivist activities and 
provide technical assistances to individuals and groups for 
organizing grass roots community events." The foundation 
director is JOHANNA LAWRENSON, ABBIE's' wife and running mate 
during the years when he was underground. 

Outside the Palladium, as the line of people made their way 
inside, political literature was handed out by ~he Student 
Action Union, ABBIE HOFFMAN Activists, and by JO~Y JOHNSON 

- of the RCYB (He was stil,l awaiting the Supreme Court's de-i 
cision on the Flag Burning Case, in which he was a defend­
ant). ilso handed out were "Peace Pops" by ~he B~n & Jerry 
Ice Cream crew. They were chocolate £udge and wainut pops 
and they were good! 

Once _inside, I found the amount o-f commercialism a little 
disturbing. In the lobby, photographs of ABBIE w~re being 
sold for a whopping $15.00 each, as were ABBIE tee shirts 
(done in an . Arnerikan flag motif). I guess it .was okay since 
it was all- for a good cause, with money going to the ABBIE 
Foundation. Later on, BOBBY SEALE, one of the defendants of 
the Chicago 7 trial, was there selling autographed copies 
of his barbequeing books for $16.95 and $19.95. In the 
middle of this, a contingent of people from To~pkihs Square 
were able to set up ~heir literature table that ga~e out 
news from the area; including copies of the SHADOW. They 
accepted donations, but gave everything away free. · 

At about 1:30, as everyone got seated, many celebrities 
co_uld be seen in the VIP section. I saw p·eter Boy le and 
also Cheech Marin of Cheech & Chong, among others. S~ddenly, 
the lights were dimmed and we were treated to a haunting 
version of MARVIN GAYE's "What's going on?"_ by singer MONICA 
BEHAN. The massive size of the .Palladium gave a slight echo 
effect, and the gigantic black and white photo of ABBIE on 
the wall behind her made her rendition feel more chilling. 

Performers and speakers included: PETER YARROW ,who su·ng"When 
the.,day is done"; ED ,ASNER on tape; WHOOPIE GOLDBERG on 
videotape; BOB FASS; JACK HOFFMAN, ABBIE'S brother; SYDNEY 
SCHANBERG, ABBIE'S cousin, who quoted New Jersey Senator 
Bill Wal ton speaking at ABBIE'S memorial: 11 It's really 
strange to find the words 'Fugitive From Justice' coming 
off my tongue to describe ABBIE. To me, justice was always 
a fugitive f~om ABBIE."; JACQUES LEVY; MARSHALL EFRON; 

ABBIE'S children AMERICA, ILYA, and ANDREW, who said that 
we should keep protesting in ABBIE'S spirit, adding "We'll 

· be out there with you. II; JOHN HAMMOND, who belted out a 
powerful blues version of "Crossroads"; ANITA HOFFMAN, 
ABBIE'S seco~j wife, who described meeting ABBIE for the 
first time. She finished by telling us "we are a tribe .•. 
our generation is coming ' into majority--we have the power 
to make a difference, we've had 20 years to hone our skills 
•.. ABBIE isn't · here, but we are--let's take the 90s!!"{This 
was met with loud applause); .several early YIPPIES, includ­
ing JEFF NIGHTBYRD, the editor of the RAT, a radical news­
paper on the Lower -East Side in the late 60s-early 7Ds. He 
tqld of ABBIE'S · demanding money from the promoters of WOOD­
STOCK to ensure enough free food and medical care; JERRY 
LEFCOURT, ABBIE'S lawyer, who told of ABBIE'S infamous "Flag 
Shirt Case"; THE FUGS ,. with TULI KUPFERBERG and ED SANDERS; . 
WAVY GRAVEY; BUSTER POINDEXTER and THE BANSHEES OF BLUE; 
JERRY RUBIN; WILLIAM KUNSTLER, who read a poem ABBIE wrote 
for VICTOR HARA,(a Chilean poet whose fingers were cut off by 
soldiers before he was executed)--"His fingers have trigger.ed 
me to keep on goi:ng."; BOBBY SEALE, who read from the Declar­
ation of Independence, and told of current legal problems; 

ALLEN GINSBERG, JEROME WASHINGTON and NORMAN MAILER 
at ABBIE MEMORIAL.. 

LEE WEINER, .also one of"The Chicago Seven"; DANIEL ELSBERG, 
author of "The Pen"tagon Papers", who described ·the scene out­
side the Pentagon when ABBIE and the YIPPIES said they would 
levitate it, and ABBIE'S motto--"All power to the imagination'; 
PAUL KRASSNER, publisher · of The Realist; who said ABBIE used 
the media as an organizing tool, and described the propaganda 
used to misrepresent YIPPIES and others as "Disinfotainrnent"; 
THE WASHINGTON SQUARES, who did "He was a friend of .mine"; 
AMIRI BARAKA(nee LEROI JONES),who gave a fired up speech 
warning the audience:" ••• you need to re-anger yourselves, 
don't sit there dying, you need to re-organize ••• the people, 
united, can never be defeated ••• "; JOHANNA LAWRENSON, ABBIE'S 
third wife, who described life with ABBIE on the run while 
he was a fugitive; RAMSEY CLARK, from ABBIE'S CIA trial in 
Boston, who said ABBIE believed that freedom was not the ends, 
but the means; VICTOR NAVASKY, of NATION magazine, who said 
_that the media are violence freaks, and ABBIE was a media 
manipulator; PEY LING CHING, a student recently arrived from 
China. He said Chinese students have wanted to know more about 
ABBIE, CHICAGO 1968, and KENT STATE. He said "Had ABBIE been 
here today, · he would be in Tianaruhen Square."; CHRISTINE 
KELLY, of the Student Action Union, who gave an impassioned 
speech, insisting that ABBIE had not lost faith in young 
people. She said . "Unlike the 60s, we have no need for gener­
ation gap politics because those of you · over 30 are our well­
spring, our heres and heroins.~."; ALLEN GINSBERG, who sang 
his "National Security Agency Dope Calypso"; _ NORMAN MAILER, 
who said of ABBIE:.''He was so alive that it's gonna take us 
years to realize and recognize he's not still with us." 

As JERRY RUBIN spoke earlier, the people from Tompkins . 
. Square had their literature table evicted f·rom the lobby by 
Palladium pigs, with some heip from cops from the ninth pre­
cinct. Apparently, the Palladium pigs objected to a blown 
up photo of Abbie that the literature table was display ing, 
as well as a series of photos of the Tompkins Square Riot 
last August. They threatened to take the film of a photo­
grapher who was taking photos, but after a while, the 
literature table was able to set up again, as a crowd of 
people chanted ~Let them stay!!"(One of the cops there saw 
the SHADOW being given out, so he grabbed some copies and 
qave them to D.I.Julian and Sgt.Marron, who were oeitside.) 

At first, the Palladium pigs tried to re-route exitting 
people so that they wouldn't pass the table, but soon more 

. people than before were taking their literature. 

ABBIE would have been proud of them ••• 
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