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SHADOW EDITORIALS

RESIST THE LOGIC OF WORLD WAR!
U.S. OUT OF THE MIDDLE EAST-

By A. Kronstadt

In order for any civilization to survive,
there has to be a faction that is too radical,
too driven by insight and the urge to
investigate, to believe the hype and mass
emotions. This is the role that the SHAD-
OW must play with regard to so-called
Islamic terrorism.

Islamism Is Imperialism’s
Bad Karma

There is no doubt that the establish-
ment of the ISIS regime in Syria, just as the
establishment of the Taliban in Afghani-
stan, has taken place precisely because
of U.S. policies and actions. Just as the
Islamic mujaheddin in Afghanistan in‘the
1980s were nurtured by U.S. intelligence
in order to push back the Soviet sphere of
influence in that country, Islamic funda-
mentalists who formed the core of ISIS
were nurtured by the U.S. as partof a
policy of regime change against the Assad
dynasty, who, like Saddam Hussein and the
Baath party in Syria, have been the chief
targets of American and Israeli strategy for
decades.

Once one sees the pattern here, it
becomes very difficult to join the howling
mob that wishes to solve the problem
of "ISIS" with bombs or military actions,
because, had the U.S. and the rest of the
West simply stayed out of the region in
the first place, not invaded Iraq and not
supported anybody in the Syrian civil war,
there would be no Islamic State. Every-
thing the U.S has touched in that region
has just plain turned to shit.

It almost looks as if they are all doing
this out of stupidity, especially since the
web of stupidity stretches back over both
Republican and Democratic administra-
tions whose policies have in turn strength-
ened the hands of the Islamic fundamen-
talists by leaps and bounds. It was Bush
who invaded Iraq and kicked out Hussein,
but it was Obama who gave all that aid
to Syrian rebels which trickled down to
the Islamist fighters who were to become
what we are now calling ISIS, and which
enabled them to gain a toehold.

The alternative is to believe that the
president doesn't really have that much to
do with it at all, but there is a clique within
the intelligence community that has been
making all of these policies with a long
range goal of their own in mind. It would
be easy to believe that the real issue is the
last few drops of oil left on earth, much
of which lies in the Middle East. If a truly
inept and hated regime like ISIS were to
end up ruling large parts of that region,
ultimately that would justify a direct inva-
sion.by Western forces, who would then

give U.S. and companies exclusive access
to the remaining petroleum there. If this is
too much of a conspiracy theory for you,
you can accept the stupidity scenario.
Perhaps we are dealing with enormous
greed mixed with stupidity, which can

do as much damage as any concerted
conspiracy.

Fascism Is Terror
Terror Is Fascism

The attacks on Western soil by Islamic
fundamentalists are quite reminiscent
of aerial bombing attacks carried out in
World War ll, Korea, and Vietnam, which
also killed people indiscriminately, but
with more powerful weapons. This com-
parison is to put things in perspective,
not to minimize the horror of what these
Islamists, who are fascists in the full sense
of the word, are doing.

So far, the Islamists have killed fewer
people than the tens to hundreds of
thousands killed by U.S. bombing raids on
North Vietnam, and far fewer than the up
to one million Japanese civilians killed in
“morale bombings” that were intended to
demoralize the population and bring the
enemy to its knees. It is all terrorism -- we
anarchists expect the state, including any
so called Islamic State, to be terroristic, be-
cause that has been the nature of the state
since its invention six thousand years ago.

Isn't it odd that every time one of
these terrorist incidents occur, investiga-
tors immediately turn up the identities of
the persons involved by finding pieces of
documents and ID cards lying around in
the ruins? The names are then pulled up
from some watch list of suspicious Mus-
lims and, boom, the rush to judgment has
been made and the act has been pinned

on some international bogeyman who can .

be sighted by U.S. planes and blown up,
along with a lot of innocent people. The
question remains: if they have all of these
peoples’ names on some list, why do they
never catch them before they carry out
their plans? '

They are depending upon us to react
and to not think. In the fog that follows
each one of these incidents, we are all
trained to accept some thin plot whereby
scary foreign people did this for scary for-
eign reasons—the Arabs hate our freedom,
everybody hates the Jews, etc. Nobody
ever considers that Western intelligence
created these terrorist groups and still
has tentacles reaching into them. Look at
everything the right wing gains every time
that this happens. Look at WHO BENEFITS.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
IS KILLING NEW YORK CITY!!

Each municipality determines what gets built where, the scale of a development and
what cannot be changed. Zoning is a city’s most powerful tool that controls this.

As we know all-too-well, the government of the City of New York, from the mayor's
office, to the Planning Commission, to the City Council, has made possible the hyper
gentrification we've been experiencing for the past 20+ years by generously providing
zoning variances and new zoning for the benefit of real estate developers, thereby inflat-
ing the “value” of formerly reasonably priced parcels, resulting in the creation of “luxury”
high-rent units for monied transients willing, for some insane reason, to pay ANYthing to
live in our city.

To sweeten the pot, the city also provides tax abatements to developers, as well as
public tax dollars to subsidize the creation of market rate housing AND tax credits to
already wealthy buyers of units!

With the city and state providing tax-free funding, charging NO taxes and allowing
developers to build at will wherever they desire, how can developers resist? While devel-
opers and real estate maggots receive deserved anger by those who see and know what
is happening, politicians make grand speeches full of LIES about protecting lower-in-
come residents and keeping NYC affordable, as they continue to assist in hyper-gentrify-
ing our city.

Politicians who have been encouraging this have been corrupted without possibility
of penalty or recourse as laws and zoning have been changed to allow for high density
“market rate” units while rent protections have been watered down year after year.

This is more than simply a matter of developers getting what they've paid politicians
to provide them with: this is a conspiracy co ordinated between elected officials, devel-
opers and banksters as part of a master plan to change the demographics of New York
City im favor of the wealthy over the poor.

If folks want to do something about this, demonstrations are NOT enough. Other
steps need to be taken, including class action law suits, removal of politicians who work
against us from office, mass withdrawal drives from banks that finance yuppie ghetto
projects and getting new laws passed that penalize real estate speculation, that strength-
en zoning restrictions, that increase land-marking protection and that remove tax abate-
ments and other incentives to build over priced housing.

There is a lot MORE than can and should be done, but NOTHING will happen if you
sit on your asses and wait for someone to do your activism for you.

But first, you've got to get ANGRY!!

ICON Realty Management, owned by Terrence Lowenberg and Todd Cohen, is
known for tenant harassment, fraud, and wrongful evictions. ICON recently forced
the Stage Restaurant, located at 128 Second Avenue for 30 years, out of business
in the aftermath of a gas line explosion across the street a year ago, by blocking
Stage from making necessary repairs to its gas lines in order to be allowed by the
city to re-open.

Now ICON is looking for a new tenant willing to pay them $15,000.00 per month
for the Stage's corpse, which comes complete with fixtures and equipment. ICON is in
no rush, as the city rewards property owners that have removed long-term businesses
by allowing them a tax write-off, due to lost commercial rental income.

An appropriate response to what ICON has done to the Stage Restaurant and
countless other businesses and residences in our community is an organized BOY-
COTT of commercial spaces being offered by ICON and letting potential renters
KNOW it. .

It is less likely that a business person will rent a space in a hostile environment
or a space that has been acquired by the landlord by less than honorable means
that they know will get NO business.

Renters looking for apartments can also REFUSE to rent from ICON.

But why limit your response to ICON? The other big real estate predators on
the Lower East Side, known for the same standard operating procedure of reduc-
ing building services, removing rent-regulated tenants, gut renovating apartments
with disruptive around-the-clock construction, getting apartments de-regulated
and then renting to transients who pay much higher rents are:

* Magnum Real Estate: Fronted by Ben Shaoul with dirty money from Chi-
nese and Russians; typically buys an apartment house, acquires new tenants who
pay higher rents and then sells to Westminster Management or to ICON Realty
Management.

* Westminster Management: Fronted by Donald Trump son-in-law Jared
Kushner; known for withholding building services like heat and hot water as they
attempt to remove hold-out tenants who refuse to be pushed out

* 9300 Realty: Run by Steven Croman; known for abuse and harassment of
rent-regulated tenants; under investigation by the NY State Attorney General. Ten-
ants have organized into the Croman Tenants’ Alliance to fight back: [visit www.
cromantenants.org-Ed.]

BOYCOTT THE BASTARDS!!

And, don't forget to USE YOUR IMAGINATION....
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ADAM PURPLE: 1930-2015

Legendary community garden activist
Adam Purple passed away on September
14, while riding his bike across the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge.

Seen for the past four decades on
the Lower East Side in his purple tie dyed
clothes and long white beard, riding his
bike and jiggling his bells to greet those
he knew, Adam was best known for an
amazing community garden he called the
“Garden of Eden" that he created, start-
ing in 1975, in a vacant, rubble strewn lot
behind his building at 184 Forsythe Street,
covering 15,000 square feet between
Forsythe and Eldridge Streets. With

planting beds in zen like concentric circles,

the garden featured corn, cucumbers,
tomatoes, asparagus, raspberries and 45
trees. Adam would bike up to Central Park
to collect horse manure and bring it back
to fertilize the garden’s soil "It was a work
of art—an earthwork, a work of art that was
also ecologically based,” Adam said in a
2006 interview.

Born in 1930 in Missouri. David
Wilkie, who would later become Adam
Purple during the psychedelic era of
the 1960s-70s, had been, among other
things, a police reporter in Missouri. and
an English teacher. According to friends,
Adam was drafted during the Korean War,
but was given a special non-combat post.
He said that his name Adam Purple came
from "the magic mushroom.” Adam also
went by the names of “Rev Les Ego,” "John
Peter Zenger 2nd"” and "General Zen of
the Headquarters Intergalactic of Psychic
Police of Uranus.”

Adam also produced hundreds of
copies of a tiny book he called “Zentenc-
es!” that was meant to encourage medita-
tion. One copy of the book is in the New
York Public Library's rare book collection.

Adam lived without any utilities since
his landlord and his neighbors abandoned
the Forsythe Street building in the 1970s
and after the city of New York took the
building through "in-rem foreclosure” as
the city did with thousands of other prop-
erties, even as the city was facing bank-
ruptcy. While living there, Adam gathered
his own water for drinking + cooking, kept
warm with a wood stove and even made
his own garden soil with a combination of

"SCRATCH-A LIBEIiAL AND YOU

PHOTO BY HARVY WANG

L .
GET A FASCIST”

manure and sawdust.

Though dozens of other vacant city
owned lots in the area were available, in
1986, the city decided to bulldoze Adam's
garden, under the excuse of building low
rise apartments on the site. Legal efforts
and demonstrations by community activ-
ists, architects and environmentalists, failed
to block the destruction. That year, purple
footprints began to appear on sidewalks
throughout the Lower East Side. The foot-
prints were made by Adam's friend George
Bliss, who pushed a drum filled with purple
paint with footprint-shaped sponges on the
outside. The footprints led back to the site
of Adam’s garden.

Adam eventually moved out of his
building in 1999, under pressure from the
city, in order to make way for the expan-
sion of a building owned by the New York
Society for the Deaf. Adam disappeared
for several years after this, after which he
re-appeared on the Lower East Side.

For the past three years, Adam was
living with the Time's Up! environmental
activist crew in Brooklyn—a very appropri-
ate place for an urban survivor who strove
to live as “off the grid” as possible. At
Time's Up!, Adam worked with their urban
gardening campaign and recycle-a-bicycle
operation, among other things

Adam Purple was a visionary, who, for
the past 44 or so years, was a valued and
highly-regarded member of our commu-
nity, contributing his wonderful garden,
his insights and his intelligence. | always
enjoyed our conversations whenever
Adam and | would run into each other on
the street. | wish | had recorded his words,
his recollections and his history. He was
fun, witty and extremely intelligent, always
up on the latest world events.

Adam would have turned 85 on
November 30.

--Chris Flash

[Adam’s story and more info on the
Garden of Eden can be found on line.
See also "Adam Purple’s Last Stand” in
SHADOW #43. A film of Adam Purple
and the Garden of Eden made by pho-
tographer Harvey Wang can be seen at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
ViBvdzgQxY ]
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REBELLION IS ON!!!!

Join us for free shows in 2016, featuring great
music speakers, information and lots of
surprises in TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK

(7th Street + Avenue A, from 2:00 - 7:00 PM

May 1: The SHADOW Presents:
No Police State Girl, Hymen Maneuver, Comrades,
Nite Rite, Jennifer Blowdryer, Skitzopolis,
The Wurst, SEWAGE

May 29: Zoe Hansen + The SHADOW Present:
Universal Truth Machine, Hammerbrain,
The UNDEAD

(More performers to be announced)

June 12: PUKE ISLAND PART VI
Electric Eliminated, Purple Pam, The Flesh Eaters,

Chaotic Meltdown, The Deceivers
(Special Birthday Celebration for Rev. Rondo)

JULY 23: THE NEW YORK HARDCORE
CHRONICLES PRESENTS:
NY Hardcore Through The Ages

(Performers to be announced)

August 6 + 7: TOMPKINS SQUARE RIOT REUNION
ISM, Psycho Sin, Nihilistics, Iconicide,
Simon + The Bar Sinisters, Missing Foundation
(More performers to be announced)

ALSO: September 11 + October 30

For more info, go to:
<http://www.facebook.com/theshadowpress/> +
<http://shadowpress.net>

Brought to you by: The SHADOW, Chris Iconicide,
Uncle Don Yippie and . . . . Those FUCKING ANARCHISTS!!

e . gy SR -
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DUMBING DOWN EAST HARLEM:
A FORKED TONGUE APPROACH TO REZONING

[December 11, 2015] We've been waiting
patiently to speak out about the city’s plan
to up zone East Harlem, but we can't be-
cause they haven't actually presented one.
Here's what we'ye learned so far.

Almost $500,000 has been spent on
the so called “East Harlem Neighborhood
Plan” initiative, yet community residents
have mostly been surveyed about city
services, quality of life issues, and their
desire for more affordable housing (Duh!).
After months of meetings, organizers are
only now beginning to address local
zoning. Nothing too detailed; of course,
because the city insists it has no specific
plan and is waiting to hear from the
community.

A WASTE OF TIME AND
TAXPAYER DOLLARS

The "East Harlem Neighborhood Plan”
steering committee is largely made up
of city employees and representatives of
large institutions whose Executive Direc-
tors either do not live in this community
and/or are not (for the most part) Black
or Latino - the majority population in East
Harlem. Publicly, steering committee mem-
bers have aggressively encouraged a “take
what you can get” approach and routinely
dismissed questions and concerns from
people they consider “anti development.”

The steering committee has not ad-
equately addressed East Harlem specific
rezoning in their presentations, surveys, or
reports - and they have routinely failed to
provide information in the language of the
people who live here (aqui se habla Es-
pafol). We also don't know how decisions
are made at steering committee meetings,
because their minutes have not been
made available.

Government employees and members
of local organizations that rely heavily on
the city for funding also make up the major-
ity of attendees at the public sessions.

The entire process has been insincere
and patronizing, at best. How can the or-
ganizers make any objective claims when
so many of the participants are in effect
being paid or cajoled to be involved?

So, while we can't address the specif-
ics of the East Harlem up zoning because
we still don't know exactly what’s coming
(although we suspect it will be worse
than this) we can, however, speak to the
Mayor’s citywide rezoning plans: “Zoning
for Quality and Affordability” (ZQA) and
“Mandatory Inclusionary Housing” (MIH).

We are in effect being fed
Bloomberg's breadcrumbs - these are just
a rehash of plans that were made by the
prior administration in partnership with
the real estate industry. Mayor de Blasio’s
plans are designed for middle class fami-
lies, which is less than 24% of East Har-
lem’s population. This is a low income and
working class neighborhood. We need a
plan that fits the needs of the people who
live here now.

ZQA: IF YOU ALLOW THEM
TO BUILD IT THEY MIGHT
SUCCUMB

The argument for the Zoning for
Quality and Affordability plan is that if
you increase the allowable height of new
buildings (by up to 31%), more affordable
units will inevitably be built. How can we
possibly expect any low income housing
will be built if the plan is not mandatory,
or even necessary? The “affordability”
requirement would only last up to 30
years, putting seniors at risk. Rear yards
and other space between buildings would
also be up for grabs, as would the current
minimum unit size of 400 square feet.

MIH: MISSING IN HARLEM

The Mandatory Inclusionary Housing
plan won't result in greater affordability
either because it would only be applied in

By Marina Ortiz

EL BARIO UNITE! RALLIES TO END GENTRIFICATION IN EAST HARLEM

areas that allow large increases in market
rate housing developments - which we
suspect is their end goal for East Harlem.
The fast paced development of market
rate housing has proved to have a disas-
trous ripple effect, as other landlords are
incentivized to push tenants out in order
to take advantage of rising rents. Williams-
burg, Brooklyn and West Chelsea have
seen the largest production of affordable
housing in recent years. They are also two
of the most rapidly gentrifying and unaf-
fordable neighborhoods in NYC. This is a
worldwjde phenomenon, not a product of
our imagination.

The federally-mandated Area Median
Household Income [AMI] guidelines used
to determine “affordability” (currently set
at $86,300 per year for a family of four), is
clearly not reflective of the actual income
of the people that live here now. “Take it
up with Washington” is what many politi-
cians say, but how exactly is that a tenant’s
responsibly? Isn’t that what we pay them
for - to represent?

In fact, East Harlem's AMI is approxi-
mately $31,444, and considerably lower
for African-Americans and Latinos. Only
25% of East Harlem households earn
100% of AMI, 10% earn 80%, 10% earn
60%. The majority of us - 55% - earn 50%
of AMI, or below. The Mayor's plans would
mostly benefit middle income families.

The MIH plan would offer developers
three choices for building market rate and
affordable housing: Option 1 would be
75% market rate units and 25% at 60% AMI
($41,000 - $51,780), while Option 2 would
be 70/30 at 30% AMI ($59,000 - $69,000).
In "emerging markets,” such as East
Harlem most likely, developers would be
able to choose Option 3, which is 70/30 at
120% AMI ($82,920 - $103,560).

Under the plan, developers would also
be allowed to build segregated affordable
units off site and as far away as one half
mile or contribute to a “payment in lieu”
fund that would not be managed locally.
MIH requirements could also be reduced or
waived through a "hardship appeal” claim
that the development is infeasible.

To ask East Harlem residents to
support changes that would ultimately
displace them is ridiculous!

SPEAKING OUT OF BOTH
SIDES OF THEIR MOUTHS

There is a growing outrage over the
Mayor'’s plans. Community boards across
the city have voted overwhelmingly
against them.

The administration is now claiming
that community board opinions do not
really matter. Hold on! Wasn't the “East

Harlem Neighborhood Plan” initiative
based on recommendations made by
Community Board 11 in 2013 to up zone
the Park Avenue and Lexington Avenue
corridor?

Two interesting side notes: East Har-
lem’s representative on the City Council,
Melissa Mark Viverito, was actively in-
volved in the 2013 fight for more equita-
ble Latino representation on Community
Board 11. She actually first ran for office
because her predecessor had removed a
colleague from Community Board 11.

OTHER PENDING ISSUES:
DON'T GET US STARTED...

There is also a citywide lawsuit
contesting affordable housing lottery set
asides for local residents, which, if over-
turned, would allow anyone to apply for
affordable housing in East Harlem, with no
guarantee for local residents.

We're not even addressing NYCHA's
“Next Gen" spot rezoning plan - another
Bloomberg mandate which would allow
market rate developers to build on public
housing playgrounds, lawns, and park-
ing lots. And don't get us started on the
three luxury skyscrapers towers develop-
ers are trying to build on top of the East
River Plaza mall, or the city’s massive 950
unit development project on East 125th
Street that will demolish properties seized
through eminent domain.

The reality is that members of the real
estate board gave 10% of all campaign
money in state elections. Those figures
are likely to be higher for New York City
elections.

RECOMMENDATIONS?

We are not here to offer alternative

solutions (compromises) to the Mayor’s
increasingly unpopular rezoning plans.
That is why New York City pays its plan-
ners, lawyers, and bureaucrats hundreds
of millions of dollars, correct? If, after so
many years in office, our "representatives”
don‘t know - or won't honor - what their
constituents actually need, then perhaps
they should resign. '

East Harlem Preservation is unapol-
ogetically opposed to displacement -
whether it is an affordable housing issue,
the right to public assembly, or free access
to.public schools, community gardens,
and city parkland. We understand the val-
ue of the people who live and work here
now, and we support their right to stay.
The Mayor’s rezoning plans will not afford
them that opportunity.

It's not a “done deal” as so many of
the “East Harlem Neighborhood Plan”
organizers and government reps would
have us believe. We propose that people
JUST SAY NO unconditionally and join the
growing fightback movement here in East
Harlem and across the city.

[Community Resources: El Barrio Unite—
The Bronx Is Not For Sale-Brooklyn Anti
Gentrification Network—Coalition to
Protect Chinatown & the Lower East Side-
Movimiento Para Justicia en El Barrio
(Movement for Justice in El Barrio)-New
Yorkers for a Human Scale City-NYC
Community Land Initiative—Picture the
Homeless—Rezoning Harlem (Film)-Right
to the City (NYC)-Save Harlem-Stand
Against the Shadows—South Bronx Com-
munity Congress—South Bronx Unite]
[Reports: East Harlem Neighborhood
Plan—East Harlem Rezoning (2015)-East
Harlem Rezoning (2012)-125th Street
Rezoning (2007)-Furman Center for Real
Estate and Urban Policy Planning]
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NEW YORK CITY HAS THE POWER TO DO
BETTER THAN deBLASIO’S HOUSING PLAN

By Samuel Stein

On March 22nd, 2016, the New York City
Council passed Mayor de Blasio’s housing
and zoning plan, which permanently ties
the creation of a relatively small amount of
not that affordable housing to the mas-
sive co-production of luxury housing. It

is being sold as the best we can do with
the tools that we have. It is not. Instead, it
puts to work the most lucrative and least
effective tools available, and locks the city
into repeated cycles of gentrification and
displacement.

The language surrounding this plan
fluctuates between grandiose hyperbole
about its capacity to fix New York's perpet-
ual housing crisis and technical twaddle
about floor area ratios, area median
incomes, and setback requirements. It is
an extremely complex set of mechanisms
to tweak the private market, which does
not even touch the city's real need—hous-
ing for households making less than
$40,000 a year—and leaves out roughly
43% of Blacks, Latinos and Asians.

The plan is so complicated in large
part because politicians, policymakers
and planners have foreclosed on all of the
other, simpler, time tested mechanisms for
creating and preserving low income hous-
ing: building or acquiring more public
housing, and expanding rent regulations
in the private rental market. Instead, it
seeks to further refine the Rube Goldberg
machine of zoning in New York City, which
sets the legal parameters for the shape
of new buildings and the types of uses
(residential, industrial, commercial, etc.)
allowed in a given location.

Significant expansions in public
housing and rent regulation would require
changes to federal, city and state laws, as
well as substantial new revenue sources.
Since the city's fiscal crisis in 1975, New
York State laws in particular have hindered
the city’s ability to strengthen its rent laws
and levy new kinds of taxes. The housing
movement in New York is organizing and
pushing to change that, but, in the mean-
time, many have asked—what could the
mayor have done right now with the tools
already allowed by the city’s land use and
zoning codes? Under existing laws, how
could he have put together a better plan?

¢ Paradoxically, the most important
thing an administration could have done
before rezoning the city was to halt rezon-
ings. This is not because the status quo
is favorable; it is atrocious and needs to
be overturned. But every time the mayor
says he will rezone a new area, specula-
tion is sparked and displacement ensues.
Investors know that rezoning a given area
from industrial to residential or from low
rise to high rise creates immediate value
for landowners, since the capacity to earn
higher rents has just been bestowed by
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MAYOR BILL DEBLASIO PARTIES WITH REAL ESTATE DEVEL-
OPER BILL RUDIN, WHO GAVE CITY COUNCIL SPEAKER CHRIS-
TINE QUINN $30,000 IN “CAMPAIGN DONATIONS” IN ORDER
TO ACQUIRE BANKRUPT SAINT VINCENT'S HOSPITAL IN THE
WEST VILLAGE WITH A CHANGE IN ZONING, ENABLING HIS
COMPANY, THE RUDIN ORGANIZATION, TO DEMOLISH AND
CONVERT THE HOSPITAL INTO LUXURY CONDO UNITS.

the state on the monopoly capitalists who
control access to that turf.

That is exactly what has been hap-
pening these past two years, after the city
named 15 neighborhoods it planned to
rezone. In East New York, the first neigh-
borhood targeted for rezoning, land
prices for lots with four to six unit buildings
jumped by 63% in the two years since the
rezohing was announced. Median rents
rose 16% in 2015, bringing them up to
$1,850—what would be considered "afford-
able” for a household making $74,000.
Meanwhile, median incomes in East New
York are just $33,000.

All of this inflation and its attendant
displacement is a result of an expected
rezoning, the details of which are still
being hammered out. Simply announcing
the rezoning immediately moved most
local rents beyond the reach of neighbor-
hood residents. The purpose of a morato-
rium on rezonings, therefore, would not be
to preserve the legal status quo (which is
severely unequal and unworthy of pro-
tection), but rather to prevent speculators
from driving out existing residents based
on visions of zoning induced payouts.

* The next step would have been to
establish a citywide anti demolition and
anti harassment zone. This technique was
tried out in Hell’s Kitchen in the 1970s,
and, while imperfect and weakened over
time, succeeded in slowing gentrifica-
tion and keeping many tenants in their
rent-regulated apartments. The concept
is simple: no landlord can demolish or
gut renovate their building if they can be
shown to have harassed any tenants into
leaving. The zoning already exists in one
part of the city; it should be extended
to cover it all. A version of this law has
now been attached to the mayor's rezon-
ing plan (after his housing department
dismissed the idea a few weeks ago), but
it should have been done well before the
plan and its targeted neighborhoods were
announced, not after.

* The third step would have been to
encourage every neighborhood in the city
to create community plans, set guidelines
for planning goals (including fully afford-
able housing for all), and make a commit-
ment to put them into practice. The city
currently allows this, and many neighbor-
hood residents have spent years coming
to painstaking consensus around the kinds
of land use changes they would like to see.
The City Charter even mandates funding
for technical experts in land use and plan-
ning for every Community Board, though
this money has yet to materialize.

Unfortunately, these plans are
summarily ignored by the City Planning
Department, which often does exactly
the opposite of what the community plan
recommended, as was the case in Wil-
liamsburg/Greenpoint and West Harlem.
Most recently, a coalition known as the
Chinatown Working Group brought over
40 groups together for a 7 year intensive
planning process, only to have their plan
dismissed as “not feasible at this time” by
the City Planning Commissioner. A truly
transformative zoning plan would have
started at the scale of community districts
and worked its way up to the city.

» Next, the city should have taken a
closer look at the relationship between
taxes and development. Currently, the city
and state give out enormous subsidies to
private developers to build luxury housing
(through the over $1 billion 421 A pro-
gram, or transform existing commercial
or residential spaces into luxury housing
(through the over $250 million dollar J 51
tax abatement). The city simply should not
provide tax breaks to market rate devel-
opment. It would take state action to end
these programs and devise alternatives
(such as speculative property sales taxes
or anti warehousing fees), but the city
could have used its discretionary power
to drastically reduce the amount of luxury
owners that get these generous tax breaks.

* Finally, the city should have recon-
sidered its approach to public land at the
same time it was retooling the private
land market. The city owns an enormous
amount of land, and should use it as
leverage towards the creation of truly and
permanently affordable housing.

First, public housing developments
should be rezoned to prevent speculative
development. Public housing lots are
generally zoned for much higher densities
than what is built atop them today, and
therefore are considered "soft sites” by
city planners. Under both former Mayor
Bloomberg and Mayor de Blasio, the New
York City Housing Authority has proposed
placing private housing inside public
housing developments as a money raising
scheme. Many see this as a back door for
privatization and an encroachment on the
residents’ open spaces.

A better approach would be to rezone
all public housing as “special planned
community preservation districts,” an
approach taken by the Chinatown Working
Group. This zoning language, currently
used to protect private developments like
Sunnyside Gardens, could be applied to
New York City Housing Authority land and

used to ensure that any new development
on public housing land would have to
match the existing economic mix at these
sites.

Next, the city could radically rethink
its approach to the parcels it owns—from
tax foreclosed homes to fenced off vacant
land. Right now, that land is sold cheaply
to private developers, who usually build
a mix of below and above market hous-
ing at a rate that fails to satisfy the city’s
demand. Worse yet, some of it is sold in
tax lien auctions, which often dispossess
homeowners at the same time as they
enrich developers. Instead, the city should
consolidate its vast holdings into a scatter
site community land trust, upon which
mutual housing associations and limited
equity co-ops could be formed. This would
create a large, new, deeply and perma-
nently affordable stock of housing, as
well as room for community gardens and
cultural spaces.

None of these are utopian schemes.
True, the city's current political leadership-
from the Mayor and his agencies on down
to the City Council, and even most of the
Community Boards—would reject nearly
every piece of this vision because it breaks
with the norms of market based planning,
but these ideas are all legal and within the
realm of the practical, if not the imminently
probable.

Another city is possible, even with the
tools immediately available at our dispos-
al. We just need to build the power to pick
them up.

Sources:

* https://www.jacobinmag.
com/2014/10/de blasios doomed housing
plan/

* http://www.nydailynews.com/new
york/housing plan leave non white resi-
dents critics article 1.2552285

* https://www.jacobinmag.
com/2014/10/if you can make it here/

* http://citylimits.org/2016/03/10/
some suspect east new york rezoning has
triggered speculation/

¢ https://www.dnainfo.com/new
york/20151204/east new york/rezoning
east new york would displace 50000 resi-
dents comptroller says

* http://www.nydailynews.com/news/
politics/de blasio opposes plan protect
tenants slumlords article 1.2540342

* http://citylimits.org/2015/09/15/chi-
natown zoning plan meets resistance in de
blasio administration/

e http://www.cssny.org/news/entry/
css report 421 a costing city one million
per affordable apartment created

* http://b.3cdn.net/nycss/b3347d0b-
9b1c3a863d_ffméivrrh.pdf

[Samuel Stein is a PhD student in
geography at the Graduate Center, City
University of New York. His work has
appeared in Jacobin, Metropolitics,
Progressive Planning and many other
magazines and journals.]
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URANIUM DEATH TRAP IN TRIBECA

Insider Report By A. Kronstadt

This brief article is a bit of a confessional
piece, because, as a conscious person, |
should have busted the story open long
ago when the events were actually hap-
pening. Inthe 1970s and 1980s, | was an
employee of an analytical and metallurgical
testing company, Lucius Pitkin, Inc., which
was housed in a three story building at the
corner of Hudson and Duane Streets, in
what is now called Tribeca.

My job there was as an analytical
chemist who had to know the ins and outs
of quantitative analyses for several dozen
different chemical elements in the periodic
table, which involved the separation of
these elements from the contaminants and
the final weighing of a precipitate contain-
ing the element that was being measured.
Instead of weighing, sometimes the precip-
itate would be dissolved and "titrated” by
measuring how much of another com-
pound or "reagent” was needed to react
with it, which is indirectly the same thing as
weighing.

Most of the elements that we mea-
sured in the lab were just plain poison-
ous, particularly for the person who was
handling them, but also for the rest of the
world when the stuff went down the drain,
which, | must confess, was how we got
rid of most of it. | do not know if this was
legal or not at the time, and | assumed that
this was the responsibility of the bosses. |
remember pouring solutions containing
lead, zinc, cadmium, chromium, tin, silver,
antimony—probably even mercury and
arsenic—-down the regular drains where
everybody else normally dumps their
dishwashing detergents and human waste.
| must also confess to having volatilized
oxidized chromium, which was then sucked
up by a “fume hood" or mechanical vent
equipped with a fan, into New York City's
atmosphere.

One of the other elements that Lucius
Pitkin submitted commercial assays for was
uranium, and the client in this case was
the Kerr McGee corporation which started
out as a coal mining company, but which
branched out into uranium, samples of
which arrived from KM owned mines in the
western U.S., Australia, and South Africa.
Kerr-McGee was one of the laboratory's
most important clients. The uranium arrived
in the form of uranium oxide concentrate—
not the raw ore, but a treated product that
was about 30% uranium that still contained
impurities from the mine. Because of its
bright yellow color, this material was re-
ferred to as "yellowcake.”

It was the job of one of my colleagues,
a frail young man from the Phillipines, to
analyze the yellowcake and very precisely
determine the percentage of uranium
in it. The reason for the work was purely
commercial. This was an "umpire assay”, to
settle a dispute over the price between a
buyer and seller, the former of which would
always claim that the uranium percentage
was lower and the latter that it was higher.
The result coming frorr our lab would settle
that dispute and Lucius Pitkin would get
about $400 for each of the hundreds of
analyses. The uranium oxide would then be
sold and processed into reactor fuel and
presumably also bombs. That part of it was
not supposed to be any of our business.

The process of analyzing the yellow-
cake consisted of dissolving a precisely
weighed amount of the yellowcake in sulfu-
ric acid by heating the acid until it gave off
fumes, then titrating it with an exactly pre-
pared solution of a strong oxidizing agent,
cerium sulfate, until a certain color change
was observed. The amount of uranium was
then calculated from the amount of cerium
sulfate used up to get the color change.

The weighing process exposed lab
personnel, particularly the guy doing the
assay, to a fine dust of uranium oxide. This
was not bomb grade uranium, but natural
uranium in the form of a compound which
is only a little bit radioactive. Uranium
also qualifies in its own right as a highly
toxic heavy metal, up there with lead and
mercury. The young lab technician who did
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URANIUM WAS FOUND ON THE THIRD FLOOR

the weighing and titrating of the uranium
suffered an attack of inflammatory bowel
disease during his tenure at Lucius Pitkin,
and had to take a leave of absence but was
able to return after being treated with corti-
costeroids. Was it his own genetic makeup
and dietary habits that got him sick, or was
it all of the terrible shit he was exposed to
on the job?

The precision of the work and the
amount of money riding on these “umpire
analyses” was also very stressful and the
bosses were always on our backs making
us do things over again—yet another poten-
tial source of inflamed bowels.

Now, what happened to the uranium
after it had been titrated? Each analysis was
done in triplicate on a half gram sample
and there were hundreds of samples.
Apparently, when they first started doing
this, they dumped the uranium into the
New York sewer system. The precursor to
the EPA [Environmental Protection Agen-
cy]lin those days actually monitored the
sewers for radioactivity from time to time,
and traced the contamination in the Tribeca
area to Lucius Pitkin because they were
the only ones up sewer of the contamina-
tion who had a license to handle uranium.
Hence, the bosses of LP had to pay the
government a $5,000 fine, and couldn't
dump uranium down the drains any more.

The price of carting the stuffto a

‘radioactive waste dump was prohibitive as

far as the bosses were concerned and they
were still willing to take risks because the
fines were not really all that bad. So they
ordered all of the spent uranium samples
to be poured, after neutralizing the acid,
into 55 gallon metal drums up on the roof
of the three story lab building, where they
would be loosely covered and allowed to
evaporate down to bright green fluores-
cent crystals. One day, there was a hurri-
cane coming, and the response was simply
to seal the drums more tightly. At this point,
each of the drums must have contained
several pounds of uranium. | don't believe
the drums spilled during the hurricane.

Then, the EPA starting focusing a little
more tightly on Lucius Pitkin. Interestingly,
this increased focus paralleled the gentrifi-
cation of the Tribeca area with complaints
by new, more middle class residents about
the stuff that was coming out of the fume
hoods and leaking out of the trash contain-
ers around the building. Inspectors found
the drums on the roof, and LP’s bosses
were forced have it carted away at supstan-
tial expense. They also ordered a survey
of radiation contamination within the lab.
Before the EPA inspectors were due to
show up, my boss decided to take a Geiger
counter and do his own rough survey.

We all knew that, during World War I,
Lucius Pitkin had been a subcontractor for
the Manhattan Project, and had done analy-
ses of uranium hexafluoride for the govern-
ment. UF6, as it is called, is the compound
into which uranium is converted when it
is going to be concentrated—using high

speed centrifuges—into enriched uranium
for reactor fuel, then further concentrated
into super enriched uranium to make nucle-
ar weapons. During the Manhattan Project,
UF6 from the centrifuges was sent to Lucius
Pitkin and chemists there would do analy-
ses studying the progress of enrichment of
the uranium.

We in the lab didn’t worry so much
about being zapped by rays from enriched
uranium because the government work
had taken place in the old building blocks
away. My boss's Geiger counter wasn't
picking up much until he started probing
around the bench where the big bottle
of distilled water sat. Everyone in the lab
visited that bench several times a day
to re-fill their distilled water bottles. The
Geiger counter began to crackle violently.
The bench, right at the level of everyone's
sex organs, was giving off massive quanti-
ties of gamma rays. An older maintenance
worker confirmed that the bench had been
taken from the old building at 138 Pearl
Street when the company moved. It was
saturated with enriched uranium from the
Manhattan Project, part of the same batch
that destroyed Hiroshima (Nakasaki was
devastated by a plutonium bomb).

They had to have the bench shipped
to a waste dump. | am still alive. The build-
ing at the corner of Hudson and Duane
Streets that used to house Lucius Pitkin now
houses a yuppie clothing store called The
Ludlow Shop and a trendy bar/restaurant
called CYRK. Is it still radioactive? It sure the
hell was when | was working there.

[Disclaimer: While the Lucius Pitkin
Corp. still runs a metallurgical laboratory in
NYC, it no longer performs chemical analy-
ses such as those described above]
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SECRET RADIOACTIVE SITES
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT
- NYC METRO AREA

By Paul DeRienzo

In August 2005, the New York Police
Department, acting with the Department
of Energy, conducted an anti terrorism
radiation flyover survey. Surveyors found
80 radioactive locations in the city—one
of them being Great Kills Park on Staten
Island. The park is a popular place near

a suburban enclave inhabited by cops,
firefighters and other unsuspecting resi-
dents. The park, with more than 500 acres
of woods surrounding softball and soccer
fields and a marina, was constructed from
garbage dumped in the bay between 1944
and 1946. Unregulated and illegal dump-
ing has a long history in New York City.

“This is potentially a very danger-
ous situation,” said former Rep. Michael
Grimm (R NY) in 2013, whose congres*
sional district includes the park. “The last
thing | want is to have anyone or their
children get sick or hurt because of this
contamination.”

Dr. Marvin Resnikoff, a spokesper-
son for Radioactive Waste Management
Associates, which works on cleaning up
radioactive waste dumps, says that walking
through Great Kills is like being "exposed
to an X ray machine you can't turn off.”

It is likely that the material stems
from the World War Il nuclear weapons
program and was dumped into a public
landfill by radium companies that were
little more than public fronts for the United
States government during its effort to
build the first atomic bomb.

More radioactive “hotspots” were
reported in Great Kills in 2007 as the
government dug up contaminated soil
and medical devices used in past decades
to apply radium to cancerous tumors.

By 2009, half the park was closed indef-
initely as more and more contamination
was unearthed. In 2014, at a community
meeting held in Staten Island, the National
Park Service admitted that the radioactive
contamination was greater than predicted.

The NYPD initially said that the
radioactivity in Great Kills was caused by
“industrial” activities before the park was
built, but, as the extent of the contamina-
tion was revealed, that story became less
and less believable.

But Where is the
Radioactive Material From?

In the 1920s, a company called Radi-
um Chemical processed radium, a highly
radioactive element that glows in the
dark. The company made a product called
“Undark.” Young women employed by the
company to paint luminescent dials using
radium were ordered to lick paint brushes
after each stroke to keep the tips pointed
., and the strokes precise.

The women realized something was
wrong when horrific tumors began to
grow in their jaws. Heading straight for the
bone, the radium replaced calcium and
caused the women's lower jaws to literally
fall apart. The dying women filed lawsuits,
but few received compensation and their
suffering was soon forgotten.

Company owners escaped liability by
morphing Radium Chemical into new enti-
ties under different names and modified
boards of directors, though ownership of
the radium traced back to Joseph A. Kelly
Sr., a pioneer in marketing radium. His inter-
locking network of radium paint companies
would become one of the largest World
War Il government contractors, supplying
luminescent dials for fighter planes and
bombers. He would also quietly become
a major supplier of radium and other rare
elements used in the Manhattan Project.

The radium business was long over
when the cleanup bill came due. In 1983,
Kelly’s son Joseph Jr., agreed to remove
140 grams of radium from his abandoned
one story brick Radium Chemical Compa-
ny factory in Woodside, Queens. The mas-
sive clean up in this quiet industrial corner
of the city would cost New York State at
least $6 million. Kelly was only required to
pay $500,000 in “personal liability” based
on the value of his assets.

Apparently, that cleanup extended
to the city sewer system."Although it's not
known exactly what Radium Chemical was
doing at this address,” former New York
state Assemblyman Maurice D. Hinchey
said, "it would appear that radium particles

were washed down through the plumbing
system.”

One gram of Radium 226, the isotope
contaminating Great Kills Park, and the
most common form of the element, emits
a massive amount of dangerous radia-
tion—as much as three tons of depleted
uranium. Imagine a spot of salt in your
hand equal to enough raw ore to fill your
living room, emanating indelible amounts
of cancer-causing radiation.

Radioactivity Extends
Past Staten Island

More contamination was found at
another Radium Chemical location on East
44th Street in Manhattan, now the site of
a luxury high rise. The New York Times
reported in 1988 that there may have been
as many as 13 radium processing facilities

- owned by Radium Chemical Company

operating in New York City.

According to Manhattan Project trou-
bleshooter George A. Cowan, his radiation
monitor “went berserk” on a 1943 trip to
the Radium Chemical Company offices in
a "big building” on Sixth Avenue.” In his
memoirs, Cowan wrote that workplace
conditions that would be illegal today
were commonplace then. “l checked out
the primitive chemical hood | was direct-
ed to use to make the [Radium Beryllium]
neutron source,” Cowan wrote. “| went to
the roof of the building where air from the
hood was released,” and was appalled
to find that “the roof was unacceptably
radioactive.”

Not Just Radium Chemical

Radium Chemical may not be alone
in contaminating Great Kills. Throughout
the 20th century, Radium Chemical’s major
competitor, International Rare Metals
Refinery, Inc, also known as the Canadian
Radium and Uranium Corporation, was
located 40 miles north of the city in the
hamlet of Mt. Kisco.

Boris Pregel, an agent for International
Rare Metals Refinery, negotiated a deal
whereby the company would sell its urani-
um to the Manhattan Project for its bombs,
and keep its radium to sell. In 1939, a
barge from Africa arrived at the warehouse
Pregel administered under the Bayonne
Bridge, near the colonial era town of Port
Richmond, on Staten Island. The barge
was loaded with 1,200 tons of high grade
uranium ore packed in burlap sacks. The
uranium from this ore would fuel the atom
bomb. The site of this warehouse remains
radioactive to this day.

In 1957, International Rare Metals
Refinery was targeted in New York State’s
first prosecution for exposing employees
to excessive radiation, but a judge sus-
pended the fine. Waste from the demo-
lition of a the company'’s factory located
at a railroad siding at Kisco and Railroad
Avenues, in Mt. Kisco, New York, was
reportedly hauled to the Croton landfill,
where a federal judge said that unrestrict-
ed dumping had turned the landfill into
“an environmental time bomb.”

Based on a tip, a reporter for the
Mt. Kisco Patent Trader in 1979 used a
borrowed Geiger counter to scan the site,
walking along the railroad tracks where the
building once stood, as the detector was
held near the ground. The audible sound
of the “counts” would speed up as the
radiation levels surpassed natural back-
ground levels. The New York State Health
Department looked into it, admitted that
there was radioactivity at the site higher
than background levels, but reported that
there was "no health hazard” to the public.

As of March 16, the site is at the
center of a $3.2 million lawsuit over
undisclosed radioactive hot spots, dating
from the second World War. [See “Atom
Legacy Fuels Lawsuit Over Mt. Kisco
Property” at: http://www.lohud.com/story/
news/2016/03/03/81115202/]

Radium fell out of use by the 1940s,
and today is rightfully seen as a dangerous
carcinogen. It presents a threat, whether as
a potential terrorist weapon, or hidden by
willful ignorance and neglect in a chil-
dren'’s playground-such as Great Kills.

Radium has a half life of 1,600 years.
Unless major initiatives are taken, it'll long
outlive any of us.
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secret nuclear weapons storage depot
until being shut down in the 1980s by anti
nuclear protesters.,

Nearly 80 years has passed since K 65
uranium ore was first processed in New
York and radioactive contamination is still
seeping into ground water. In the 1940s,
Governor Nelson Rockefeller inaugurated
a commercial nuclear fuel reprocessing
facility at West Valley, a hamlet about 30
miles south of Buffalo. His failed plan was
to get the state into the atomic game.
Rocky's plan was thwarted when waste
from the plant migrated to streams that
flow into the Niagara River, passing over
the thunderous Falls and eventually flow-
ing into Lake Ontario.

The state of New York agreed to take
ownership of the waste if the reprocessing
company pulled out. Faced with intracta-
ble costs and worsening environmental
problems at West Valley, that is exactly
what happened. The storage and clean
up at the West Valley site has cost New
York taxpayers millions of dollars every
year for decades. Radioactive waste from
the facility ended up in Lake Ontario,
which has tested positive for radioactive
contamination.

The radioactive waste produced near
Buffalo grew with the magnitude of the
U.S. nuclear arsenal. The bomb makers ran
out of places to store the ever-expanding
waste stream, which fell off of uncovered
and overloaded trucks driving from one
temporary dump after another. Soon,
thousands of rusting metal barrels filled
with waste were abandoned along the
sides of roads. Sudden and unexplained
fires and explosions as chemicals in the
waste spontaneously ignited frightened
clueless neighbors who had no idea they
were surrounded by one of the greatest
military projects in human history.

The vortex of activity centers on a
7,500 acre plot of land called the Lake
Ontario Ordnance Works [LOOW)], which
was set up by the army to manufactére
TNT for the war effort. War production
was soon going full tilt and It wasn't long
before the army had all the TNT it needed.
So much TNT was made at the LOOW that
the explosive residue still clogs miles of
underground pipes and flows into streams
and rivers feeding the Great Lakes. The
LOOW was also the site for a plant that
made a chemical used by soldiers during
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the war to treat clothing in the event of a
chemical or biological attack.

Farmers were forced to sell their land.
What was once idyllic countryside had mor-
phed into a dump for the growing mounds
of radioactive and toxic chemicals pro-
duced by the war effort. A decade later, a
section of the LOOW would house a secret
U.S. Air Force factory that made classified
jet fuel components. A closely-guarded
secret for decades, the facility was also a
base for nuclear-tipped Nike anti aircraft
missiles. One of the stream of private
companies and defense contractors that
managed Lake Ontario Ordnance Works at
the height of the Cold War was the Hooker
Electrochemical Company.

The Hidden History
of Love Canal

The area near Niagara Falls is often
called New York State’s "frontier” because
it shares a border with Canada. That “fron-
tier” is one of the most polluted places
in the United States, according to a study
published two years ago by the Western
New York Environmental Alliance, the
Community Foundation for Greater Buf-
falo and the University at Buffalo’s Urban
Design Project. The revelation wasn't a
surprise. In 1979, residents discovered that
their homes were worthless when Love
Canal started coughing up some of its
20,000 tons of buried toxic chemicals.

Love Canal began its life as a ditch
named after William T. Love, an entrepre-
neur who planned to build a canal that
would connect the Niagara River to Lake
Ontario. The canal would provide energy
by exploiting the natural drop in elevation
that created Niagara Falls. Love envisioned
his canal as ending in an “urban utopia”
centered on a modest crossroads he
called Model City, now a village near the
ordnance works site. Part salesman and
part visionary, Love promised "smog free
skies" and parks that would eventually
serve a population of a million, but then
he went bankrupt and in 1894 the dream
evaporated.

Love moved to Canada, managing a
gold mine—New York State gained a water
filled ditch.

Tens of thousands of workers flood-
ed into the region, working on projects

See LOVE CANAL On Page 21
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