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RDITORIAL

RUDY GIULIANI:
DICTATOR OF NEW YORK

Will America Let Him Be Their Fuhrer Too?
By A. Kronstadt

In that capacity he stole a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars in HDA funds and spent it on his
general living expenses, including a child
pornography habit that eventually landed
him in jail. Giuliani's last police commis-
sioner, Bernard Kerik, like many members sJ
of Rudy's own family, had deep connection
among the mob — he gave out the taxpay-
ers' money to his gopombah friends and got
off scott-free.

Giuliani's so-called heroism in regard to
the events of 9/11 is a complete fraud.
Look at those 9/11 tapes in which people in
the buildings are being told to stay where
they are and await instructions. Because
firemen and emergency personnel knew
that the people in the Twin Towers were
being told this, they felt impelled to make
their foray into the doomed buildings and
were themselves killed by the hundreds. If
Giuliani had done anything to remedy that
situation | would not object to bestowing

We veteran New Yorkers remember the
Giuliani years with loathing, and each of us
have our own horror stories. | remember

that day when at least ten cops, uniformed
and undercover, poured into Tompkins
Square Park with an arrest van. When they
could not find enough beer drinkers and
pot smokers to fill the van, they started
hassling all of the neighborhood regulars
at random. An old woman who lived in the
environs of the park was sitting in her usual
spot when a young male officer walked up
and pointed to a long abandoned beer bot-
tle under the bench, five feet from where
she was sitting. He accused her of drinking
it, without the least trace of respect due to
one's elders, and pulled out his ticket book.
At least a dozen people insisted to the cop
that the woman had nothing to do with the
bottle, and each, including myself, was
threatened with arrest in a tone of voice
that none of us had ever heard except in a
Nazi movie.

This was in the salad days of the Giuliani
administration, in the spring of 1995, short-
ly after the cops were given their dark blue,
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upon him the smarmy title of "America's
Mayor," but in fact, his response was for
shit and people died on account of him.
Earlier that morning, while the towers were
still on fire, he blurted out to ABC's Peter
Jennings that while at the site, he had been
told that the buildings were going to col-
lapse -- why did he not then order his peo-
ple out before they got killed? [Indeed,
there are some that read even more sinister
meaning into that statement. (See: <http:/
www.911weknow.com/911-mysteries-movie
html>)

Rudolph Giuliani is a very dangerous
man, a threat to this nation's tradition of
tolerance, at least as bad as Joe McCarthy
and Richard Nixon. My exposé of the life-
long friendship between Rudolph Giuliani
and the abusive Monsignor Alan Placa [See
story in this issue -- Ed.] is the firstin a
series of SHADOW exposés, based on
public domain information, intended to help
put the Giuliani campaign out of business,

: cops who didn't like those letters. We

SHAUN “FUCK NYPD”
HAGGARD: 1977-2007

| met Shaun as we were planning shows
in Tompkins Square Park last year. | was
impressed by him right away, sensing a
decent guy and that he was for real. Dur-
ing one of our meetings in the park, he
got on the case of some crusties be- -
cause he didn't want a young girl new to
the scene getting taken advantage of. |
respected him for that.

When we first met at a show in the
park, he showed me his knuckles, on
which he had tatooed the letters “FUCK
NYPD.” He told me he had been har-
assed and even beaten at one-point by

were going to run his story with his
knuckle photos in the SHADOW--now
those shots are part of this obituary.

I've seen way too many people die
way too early because of something as
stupid as heroin. If anything is to be
learned from Shaun's needless death in
February, it is to STOP those we care
about from using death drugs. If you
really care, you'll intervene BEFORE you
lose someone you love, even if they hate
you for it. At least they’ll be alive.

Shaun was the genuine article: a truly
free spirit, vital, hedonistic, full of posi-
tive energy, protective of others, sincere,
a good soul, with countless friends all
over the country.

Shaun lived the life he loved and he
loved the life he lived. He was a vital
force in our community and we will all
miss him dearly....

--Chris Flash

HILLY KRISTAL.:
1931-2007

Hilly Kristal, founder and owner of the
legendary punk club CBGBs, passed away
on August 28, after a year long battle with
lung cancer.

Before opening CBGB's in 1973, Hilly
had managed the Village Vanguard jazz
club in the 1960s and his own place called
"Hilly's” on East Ninth Street. Opening what
he intended to be a country and blues bar,
(CBGB stood for “Country, Blue Grass
Blues") at 315 Bowery, Hilly allowed alter-
native musicians to use his place on Sun-
days and saw CBGBs become the most
famous showcase for punk and alternative
music over the following three decades.

In his history of CBGBs, Hilly wrote: “|
thought it would be a whole lot of fun to
have my own club with all this kind of music
playing there. Unfortunately, or perhaps
fortunately, things didn't quite work out the
way I'd expected.”

In October of 20086, after years of fighting
his landlord, the Bowery Residents Com-
mittee (BRC), a not-for-profit organization
funded with corporate donations and city
and state tax money, that sought to make a
huge profit by demanding more than
$30,000 per month from CBGBs, Hilly
closed the club, vowing to resurrect CBGBs
elsewhere in the city. Unfortunately, aside
from a clothing and souvenir shop on Saint
Mark's Place, this never came to pass. (The
whole story can be seen in SHADOW #51
and at: http://shadowpress.org]

The death of CBGBs and of Hilly Kristal
is more of the cultural genocide sweeping
New York City.

— Chris Flash
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almost black uniforms and the power to
arrest people and put them in jail for 48
hours and would for things like beer drink-
ing and pot smoking, which had been con-
sidered normal behavior in New York for
dozens of years. The police just got more
and more arrogant, until genuine atrocities
started to emerge, including torture and the
shoaoting of completely innocent people,
that made the expression "Giuliani Time,"
whether Abner Louima really heard it from
the cops or not, a household expression for
American fascism.

"Giuliani Time" was not a time of law and
order, but of governmental lawlessness.
Not only were the police riding roughshod
over all of our constitutional rights, but the
bureaucrats put in power by Rudy were
robbing the city blind. Russell Harding, son
of Liberal Party boss Ray Harding, a vital
Giuliani ally, was appointed head of the
city's Housing Development Administration.

and thereby avenge the old lady who had
the misfortune of sitting next to that beer
bottle in Tompkins Square Park.
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NYPD BIKE THEFT

Cops Snatch Dozen Bikes in “Operation Bike Raid”

By Gabby Sloan

VIDEO TAPE + PHOTOS BY ROBERT CARNEVALE + CAROLINE DORN

S

THE CAMERA-SHY LT. CORCORAN

On the evening of May 30, Ninth Precinct
cops, led by Lieutenant Corcoran, executed
“Operation: Bike Raid" on East Sixth Street,
between First and Second Avenues:

As cops with special metal cutting saws
chewed through locks and chains on bikes
locked to parking meters and streets signs,
Sixth Street resident Robert Carnevale con-
fronted them, having received a call from
his girlfriend outside his apartment building.

Carnevale rang buzzers in buildings on
his block to warn his neighbors that their
bikes were being taken and then returned
to the scene of the crime, taking photos of
cops loading the dozen or so bikes they
had just stolen into two unmarked dark blue
vans with paneling over the side windows.
(These vans can be seen regularly parked
outside the Ninth Precinct on East Fifth
Street.)

After taking still photos, Carnevale
switched his digital camera to video mode,
filming the cops in action. At one point, he
approached the plain-clothed Lt. Corcoran,
who was obviously in charge of the opera-
tion. Annoyed that Carnevale had asked

%

CORCORAN ARRESTS CARNEVALE
FOR ASKING HIS NAME

him for his name, Corcoran mumbled it.
When asked to repeat his name by spelling
it, Corcoran told Carnevale: “You got my
name, | did you a favor. . . . now I'm going
to lock you up." In addition to arresting Car-
nevale, Corcoran busted a woman passing
by who dared to ask what was going on.

He charged both with “Disorderly Con-
duct’and put them through the system.

At a press conference five days later ad-
dressing the bike thefts and arrests by the
cops on Sixth Street, civil rights attorney
(and New York City's true Public Advocate)
Norman Siegel said that the “Bike Raid"
might have resulted from a complaint issued
by “Community” Board Three.

Siegel noted that in September 2005, a
judge had ruled that the city violated the
rights of three cyclists when cops clipped
their locks and took their bikes without
warning. "The unlawful activity here is not
by the cyclists, it's by the cops,” Siegel said.

[You can see Robert Carnevale's video of
Operation Bike Theft and his filmed arrest
on-line at: <http://blip.tv/file/ 252942/>]

OUT-OF-CONTROL CORCORAN
AFTER FALSE ARRESTS
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CRITICAL MASS
BIKERS RIDE AGAIN

By Chris Flash

ROBERT ARIHOOD

CRITICAL MASS RIDERS START RIDE ALONG WEST SIDE HIGHWAY

On August 31, more than 100 bike riders
gathered at Union Square Park for the
monthly Critical Mass bike ride taking place
on the last Friday of each month.

From about 7pm on, bikers gathered on
the north side of the park along East 17th
Street. As their numbers grew, bikers were
entertained with a performance by the Pup-
pet State Players. Standing by were a large
number of cops, also waiting for the ride to
begin, in order to pick off passing bike rid-
ers for any perceived infraction, no matter
how slight, real or imagined.

As a result of long running police harass-
ment, Critical Mass ride organizers have
had to come up with clever methods to cir-
cumvent the cops. This has included split-
ting the ride into several small groups of
seemingly unconnected bike riders and
then re-gathering at other locations to re-
sume the ride. To bypass cops stationed at
Union Square Park, Critical Mass riders
have even taken their bikes into the sub-
way there and re-emerged elsewhere to
keep riding.

This night, Critical Mass ride organizers
had another surprise for the cops. Word
was quietly spread among the gathered
bike riders that the ride would begin that
night from Pier 57 along the Hudson River,
outside the Marine and Aviation building.

According to Bill DiPaolo, director of
Times Up, the group that promotes pollu-
tion-free transportation and helps to organ-
ize Critical Mass rides in New York City,
this site was chosen to commemorate the
third anniversary of the 2004 Republican
National Convention in New York City, dur-

F
£ 8 p.m.- late

ing which political activists, protestors, Cri-
tical Mass riders and others caught in plas-
tic dayglo netting by police were detained
and held for several days in this building, a
former truck depot, without due process,
despite court orders obtained for their re-
lease. As a result of the mass illegal deten-
tions, the Marine and Aviation building was
called “Guantanamo on the Hudson" by
activists, referring to the concentration
camp run by the US at its base in Cuba,
where torture and sensory deprivation have
been inflicted upon detainees held there.

Slowly but surely, the Union Square bik-
ers made their way to Pier 57, with no po-
lice accompaniment. The ride began from
there at about 9pm, with bikers passing
many of the locations where arrests of Criti-
cal Mass riders had taken place during the
Republican Convention. As they usually do
on their rides, bikers stopped several times
along the way and raised their bikes high
over their heads to cheers from bystanders.

Critical Mass riders told the SHADOW
that no one was arrested and that no cops
were seen anywhere along the ride. After
the latest Critical Mass ride, Bill of Times
Up told the' SHADOW: “It is inspiring that
people in the bike community keep coming
out and stay strong, despite police harass-
ment. Every year, biking is on the increase
in New York City."

[Critical Mass rides will take place, meeting
on the north side of Union Square Park at
7pm, on the last Friday of each month.
From there, who knows where they will go?
Check out <http:/ftimes-up.org/> for more ]

B oarty X Upt-style
Edance till you drop
wway times-up.org i

Wi japantber.com §
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9/11 TRUTH:

FOUNDATION

By Les Jamieson (NY911Truth.org)

FOR CHANGE

"Liberty cannot be preserved without a general knowledge
among the people, who have... a right, an indisputable, un-
alienable, indefeasible, divine right to that most dreaded and
envied kind of knowledge, | mean the characters and conduct

of their rulers.” — James Adams

As we approach the sixth anniversary of the
events of September 11, 2001, an assess-
ment of the national viewpoint is in order.
According to an October 2006 CBS/NY
Times poll, only 16% of Americans believe
the official government account on some
level. Among those challenging the official
story are academics, architects, engineers,
veterans, and former intelligence officials.
Many more people need to take the time to
gain a comprehensive understanding of
why the official account is so implausible
and to understand the historical context be-
hind it.

The official account of the events of 9/11,
amounting to "the box cotter/incompetence/
fire theory," goes something like this: 19
Arabs, some of whom were amateur pilots,
armed with box cutters, simultaneously hi-
jacked four commercial US passenger jets
within a one hour period and, despite years
of detailed foreknowledge about similar
plots, our multi-trillion dollar intelligence
and defense apparatus got it all wrong and
were comprehensively defeated that day.
Yet, within an hour of the crashes of the
four planes, a picture of Osama Bin Laden
was on every major TV network; within 24
hours, so were the pictures and names of
the 19 Arabs.

The US intelligence "failure” included al-
lowing an attack by a plane on the center of
the most expensive, highly developed mili-
tary facility known to man, the Pentagon.
Despite the presence of 84 surveillance
cameras and FOIA (Freedom Of Informa-
tion Act) requests to produce images from
each camera, no clear photos of'what creat
ed the 18-foot hole through three steel-rein-
forced sections of the Pentagon have ever
been seen.

Furthermore, the official story tells us
that two 110-story steel-framed office towerg
(1 + 2 World Trade Center) and a 47 steel-
framed office tower (7 World Trade Center),
which was not struck by a plane, all col-
lapsed at virtual free-fall speed, due to fires
caused by jet fuel and office materials, de-
spite the fact that the fires would have to
have been much hotter and burn much
longer in order to weaken the steel in the
buildings to the point of failing.

Although the shock and awe produced
by the visual images and incineration of
nearly 3,000 people that day have been
seared into our collective psyche, alterna-
tive researchers began shortly after 9/11 to
reveal serious anomalies and inconsisten-
cies in the official story. To date, dozens of
independently-produced books and docu-
mentaries have been produced, providing
the public with what the corporate media
and Congress have failed to: an objective
analysis explaining how 9/11 occurred and
why.

Since space here doesn't allow for a
deep analysis of the 15 or so major cate-
gories and 35 sub-categories, all of which -
show the government's account is untrue
[see <www.911proof.com> -- Ed.], a review
of historic examples makes it clear that
we've been conned. In case you've fallen

for the common derogative label of "con-
spiracy theory" being used to discredit any
questioning of the official story, a history
lesson is necessary. U.S. state-sponsored
events have launched every foreign military
intervention since the Mexican-American
War in 1848, based on manufactured
events giving the appearance of surprise
attacks coming from foreign enemies.

Investigate the truth behind the explosion
of the USS Maine in Havana harbor that
justified the 1898 Spanish-American War in
which the U.S. stole Spanish possessions
and colonies in the Southern hemisphere;
the Roosevelt administration’s 10 point plan
to provoke an attack by Japan and then
allow the 1941 Pearl Harbor attack to get
the U.S. into World War 2; the non-existent
1964 Gulf of Tonkin "incident” that led to a
Congressional resolution authorizing U.S.
military action in Southeast Asia.

And there is the conspiracy behind the
creation of the Federal Reserve Act in 1913
by which our country's money supply is con-
trolled by a private consortium of bankers
known as the Federal Reserve; "Operation
Northwoods," a military plan from 1962
calling for American targets to get hit by
remote controlled planes, among other in-
cidents, in order to justify an invasion of
Cuba; the assassinations of President Ken-
nedy, Martin Luther King, Robert F. Ken-
nedy, all by "lone nuts," in order to, among
other things, ensure that these persons of
influence would not interfere with the ex-
pected bonanza to be reaped by the U.S.
military-industrial complex in Vietnam; the
stolen presidential elections of 2000 and
2004.

These are all actual conspiracies which
have been well-documented. Considering
the litany of lies we've been dealt about the
reasons for invading Iraq, about torturing
prisoners, about illegal wiretapping, about
Hurricane Katrina - is there any reason to
believe we've been told the truth about
9/11? To all of a sudden believe the official
story goes directly against logic.

When looked at with common sense and
an historic perspective, it becomes clear the]
events of September 11, 2001 were made
to happen in order to justify the U.S.-led
invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, laying
the foundation for future U.S. attacks and
invasions in the Middle East. Plans to in-
vade Afghanistan and Iraq were already
formulated by the time of 9/11 and within
days, George Bush, Don Rumsfeld and
Richard Perle were talking about the need
to invade Iraq, despite the fact that it was
known that Iraq played no part in the events
of 9/11. Seven months prior to 9/11, AT&T
(American Telephone and Telegraph) was
approached by the U.S. government about
wiretapping Americans. Six weeks after
9/11, in the midst of the hysteria over dead-
ly anthrax being sent to members of Con-
gress and the media -- attacks sourced
back to a US bio-weapons lab located at
Fort Dietrick, in Maryland -- the PATRIOT
Act was rammed through Congress. We

were then in the clutches of an official "ter-

FREE SCREENING OF

“911 MYSTERI

IN UNION SQUA

On the evening of September 12, there will be an outdoor film screening of
“9/11 Mysteries” at Union Square Park at 7pm. This film presents the
highest quality scientific analyses available explaining the collapse of the

ror propaganda campaign” and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security was born. Re-
member the color alerts? This was the at-
mosphere of terror required to get Ameri-
cans to willingly give up civil liberties in a
bargain for the government’s protection
racket. (For some more pertinent history,
you'll find it chilling how closely this resem-
bles developments in pre-war Nazi Ger-
many.)

Some people are willing to acknowledge
many government crimes but are unwilling
to deal with the prospect that anyone in the
government could be behind the atrocity of
9/11. Surely, it shatters our sensibilities, but
look further. How many hundreds of thou-
sands of American soldiers were exposed
to Agent Orange in Vietnam? How many
hundreds of thousands of American sol-
diers have been exposed to depleted urani-
um in Iraq and Kosovo? How many hun-
dreds of thousands of workers and resi-
dents in lower Manhattan were exposed to
lethal levels of toxins in the air on and after
9/11, when they were told it was safe to go
shopping?

To be clear, only a highly specialized
and covert team could have carried out
such a sophisticated operation, so blaming
the government is misleading. However, in*
a larger sense, Congress has to bear much
of the blame for going along with the Bush
administration's myth. Furthermore, we the
people have to accept blame for allowing
the deception to last this long and for allow-
ing the Bush administration to wantonly ex-
ploit 9/11 for everything it has done to vio-
late the U.S. Constitution, as well as inter-
national law.

After considering the historical examples
and exposure of falsehoods used to justify
the erosion of civil liberties in pursuit of
extending the U.S. empire overseas, does
the official story add up? Many New York-
ers know that the answer is “no."

Now there is an opportunity to take mat-
ters into our own hands. A group of 9/11
activists have been working to create a
ballot initiative for the November 6, 2007
general election which will enable New York
City voters to create a new, independent
9/11 investigation. A feature of this initiative

' will be to create a New York City Attorney

General position in order to facilitate the
new investigation by addressing any legal
challenges and enforcing subpoenas, as
well as addressing a myriad of issues ad-
versely affecting groups of New Yorkers.
This is an opportunity to have a role in our
own governance and to make sure that a
genuine effort is made in investigating the
truth behind the events of 9/11. To learn
more, download a petition, and volunteer,
go to: <www.nyc911initiative.org> or call:
646-537-1755.

To find out more about 9/11, attend the
9/11 Truth: Ready For Mainstream week-
end at the Great Hall of Cooper Union at
East Seventh Street and Bowery on Sep-
tember 8 and 9
that will feature
many speakers,
investigators, and
new information
relating to 9/11.
For details, go to:
<http:/iready4
mainstream.ny
911truth.org>

Additionally,
come to the 9/11
Info Resource
Series held on

“I remember.getting a call
from the fire commander
and they were not sure they
were gonna be able to con-
tain the fire, and | said
‘We've had such a terrible
loss of life, maybe the
smartest thing to do is pull
it,’ and they made that deci-
sion to pull, and then we
watched the building col-
lapse” - real estate devel-
oper Larry Silverstein, WTC
leaseholder and owner of
Silverstein Properties, re-
veals true cause of collapse
of 7 World Trade Center on
PBS documentary “America
Rebuilds” (September 2002)

where you will view cutting-edge documen-
taries and hear educational presentations
conveying knowledge about 9/11 and re-
lated conspiracies that you won't find else-
where. For film schedule and times, go to:
<www.ny911truth.org> or call: 212-714-
7147.

Let's face it. These are tumultuous times.
We can see this as danger and fall victim to
fear, or see this as opportunity and become
part of a great awakening of people willing
to create a power shift. It has been six
years since the horrific attacks of 9/11.
Let's honor the victims through the relent-
less pursuit of truth and accountability.

Free 9/11-related videos +
documentaries can be seen at:

<http:/lwww.911docs.net/#911.
Documentaries>

where will YOU spend

the é6th anniversary
of 9/11?

Come to the

9/1 Truth: Ready For
Mainstream Weekend

Sunday nights at

the rear room of Sept. 8th & 9th @ Cooper Union

the Saint Marks : AP AB S

Church at East 7th Street & 3rd Ave,

10th Street at

Second Avenue, Afternoon events begin 1pm
Evening events begin 6:30 pm

World Trade Center towers and 7 WTC. There will be 911 Truthers at the

Ghandi statue on the west side of the park. Take 4, 5, 6, N, R, W trains to

14th St./Union Square.

Tues. Sept. 11", gather at Ground Zero in
morning, gather in Union Sq. at 7 pm
Get the facts, experience the
vision of how YOU can be part of
the “Next Wave" of truth, justice,
and dynamic progress!

See details, get tickets at
http:// readydmainstream.ny911truth.org



THIRD STREET LANDLORDS
TEST LOOPHOLE IN RENT
CONTROL LAWS

Tenants Fight Evictions Over Building

‘Conversion to Landlord "Mansion"
By Honey West

[Editor's Note: Since the end of World War I, New York has had rent control
and rent stabilization laws on the books that protect tenants from arbitrary
eviction and that set maximum percentages on rent increases. The original
laws were enacted in the time of Mayor Fiorello La Guardia as an acknow-
ledgment that rents spiraling out of control destroy communities, and that so-
ciety needs to keep some kind of lid on the price of housing.

Once covering a wide category of buildings, these laws have now been
gutted to the extent that they now cover only a fraction of the housing stock
that they once did. Co-op and condo conversions and the exemption of re-
cently constructed buildings from the rent protection laws have pushed more
of New York's rental housing into a free market inaccessible to the city's mid-
dle class and working class majorities. With the over-valuation of Manhattan
real estate now at record highs, landlords continue to look for gaps in the
laws, enabling them to attack whichever tenants prove most vulnerable.

Changes in the rent laws enacted by a series of Republican New York
* state administrations, including that of Governor George Pataki, in conjunc-
tion with Republicans in the New York State Legislature led by Senate Major-
ity Leader Joseph Bruno, helped enlarge these loopholes and empower
landlords to evict even more tenants formerly protected by rent regulations.
They have also packed State courts with judges subservient to their friends
and supporters in the real estate industry, who lack any commitment to the
original intent of New York's rent regulations and who dispense the kind of
junk justice described below, in cases where tenants are involved.

The following report was written by a resident of 47 East Third Street, a
building housing a group of Lower East Side tenants who have not given up

under fire.]

Our story at 47 East Third Street is sadly
not a unique one, though our fear is that it
has the potential to destroy the homes and
lives of our community and of those across
all 5 boroughs. In August 2003, one of the
tenants in our building, living there since
1981, received a "Notice of Non-Renewal"
from our landlords, Alistair and Catherine
(Yatrakis) Economakis. The Notice said
that his rent stabilized lease would not be
renewed because they not only needed his
apartment, but the entire six story, 11,575
square foot tenement building containing
15 apartments for their own "personal use."
- Theit landmark district Cobble Hill 4 story

brownstone, which they are "forced" to
share with other members of the family--
among them landlord and real estate invest
or Peter Yatrakis and his wife Kathryn
Yatrakis, Dean of Academic Life and Pro-
fessor of Urban Studies at Columbia Uni-
versity--was just too small for them. Alistair
Economakis, the son of Greek shipping
magnate Alexander Economakis, no doubt
shared his wife's sense of entitlement.

Their grand plan was to turn our building
into a mansion with "5 bedrooms, 6 bath-
rooms, a private gym, a library, a utility
room, a playroom, a study, a two floor living
room/kitchen area with a walkway overlook-
ing the living room, and an entire floor for
use as a "nanny's suite." (The Economakis'
self-serving rationale for needing all of this
space is viewable on their website at:
* <http:/www.economakis.com> -- the land-
lords’ claims on their site are debunked on
the tenants' website at: <http./47e3.0rg>)

We all got together immediately to de-
cide how we were going to fight this. Most
of the tenants in the building have been
there at least a decade and half of them
have lived there since the late 1970s, when
East Third Street, as well as the rest of the
neighborhood, was "undesirable.”" Several
children had been born in our building—two
of them were now young adults. Everyone
had been active in the community through
the years--in the schools, the gardens, poli-
tical causes, art, theater, music, church.
Contrary to the popular rent stabilization
myth force-fed to the public by the real es-
tate industry, no one was a millionaire with
a second home, no one was illegally living
somewhere else, no one was paying $50 a
month, no one had the money to buy an
apartment. Yes, we were "hanging on" to
our apartments, because this is our COM-
MUNITY and our HOME.

A lot of things we had assumed about
rent stabilization were wrong, or not quite
as they seemed, and the law was certainly

not "tenant friendly," as touted by the greed
estate industry. Eight years of [NY Govern-
or] Pataki, [NY State Senator] Bruno and
company acting as landlord lapdogs have
left the rent regulations that were supposed
to protect low and moderate income ten-
ants gutted and the system almost impossi-
ble for the average person to negotiate.
This would become another full time job for
all of us.

In our case, we found that the "Owner
Occupancy"” section of the Rent Stabiliza-
tion Law was being abused to evict the

- whole building. The language here is pur-

posely vague, to the benefit of the landlords
It says that an owner can take "one or more

.units" in a rent stabilized building for "per-

sonal use,' meaning him/herself or an im-
mediate family member. It doesn't matter if
there are other vacant apartments in the
building. If he decides he wants the apart-
ment of a long-term tenant, no problem and
no obligation to offer the tenant another
apartment. The only "protection” is for ten-
ants over the age of 62, who must be offer-
ed a comparable apartment at the same
rent in the same neighborhood. But, good
luck to the tenant who does not know that,
or who cannot afford a lawyer.

The landlord also does not have to prove
that he actually needs the apartment-—-he
just has to want it, like a spoiled child. All
he has to da is claim in "good faith" that he
or his family will use it as their primary resi-
dence for only three years. After that, it can
be de-regulated and re-rented at “whatever
the market will bear.” Is there any penalty
for a landlord who ligs? A landlord who
evicts a tenant, claiming "good faith,” only
to rent to a complete stranger the next
month? No. The slap on the wrist is that IF
the landlord is caught doing it and IF the
judge decides to enforce it, the landlord is
not allowed to raise the rent on the rent
stabilized apartments in the building for
three years, if there are any such apart-
ments left. Does the original evicted tenant
get his or her apartment back? No.

This, of course, all depends on the evict-
ed tenant hiring a lawyer and taking the
landlord to court, which is a prohibitive ex-
pense. Landlords count on that fact, so this
has been a popular means of eviction.
Even a tenant whose landlord evicted her
recently because the landlord wanted the
apartment for a "sewing room" lost, al-
though the landlord admitted in court that
she hadn't sewn anything in years, She just

Continued On Page 18
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RENT GUIDELINES BOARD
SOAKS NYC TENANTS

By A. Kronstadt

The New York City Rent Guidelines Board
(RGB) is a clear-cut example of too much
power being concentrated in the hands of
too few people. The nine-member board
holds several meetings a year, culminating
in a final meeting that decides the rent
incteases that will apply to a million apart-
ments, housing 1.7 million New York City
tenants covered by a series of laws intend-
ed to preserve affordable housing and keep
soaring rents somewhat in check. All nine
members of the board are appointed by the
Mayor. The board is composed of two ten-
ant representatives, two owner representa-
tives, and five "public" members, most of
whom are associated with the real estate
industry, not as building owners, but pro-
fessionals such as lawyers and architects.
For many years now, the legislatively-
mandated public meetings of the RGB
have been lightning rods for tenant activ-
ists who shout down board members and
chant raucously, in some cases forcing
lengthy adjournments. Every year, RGB
chairman Marvin Markus has tried a new
tactic to bring the surly tenants to heel. In_
past years, this has included ejecting peo-
ple as well as ringing the hall with police,
and every year, the multitudes have re-
sponded with even more determined
chanting and disruption.

At the final RGB meeting of 2007,
which started on June 26 at 5:45pm, the
repressive tactic of the evening was to have
everyone entering the Great Hall of the
Cooper Union building pass through a
metal detector manned by Cooper Union
campus cops. A sign was posted threaten-
ing to confiscate all objects that could
potentially be used as noisemaking devices.

The insult of passing through the metal
detector made this crowd ornery enough to
disrupt without the whistles and drums,
and from the moment that Markus banged
his little gavel, the 200 angry tenants did
not give him much peace and quiet. Many
of the activists were Hispanic residents of
the Bronx; a vocal group had come from
the Mirabal Sisters Community Center,
named for revolutionary heroines of the
Dominican Republic.

It was clear that the outcome of the meet-
ing had been orchestrated in advance and
that the debate occurring over the shouts
of the protesters was merely for show.
Tenant representatives Adrian Holder and
Ron Languedoc pointed to the record pro-
fits that landlords have been making on
market rate apartments and proposed an
increase of 0%. The landlord representa-
tives, Steven J. Schleier and Magda L.
Cruz, introduced a proposal for a high
increase in rent (5% for |-year leases and
9% for 2-year leases). Schleier's never-
ending speech on the virtues of small
building owners was inaudible, covered by
a chorus of "Blah-Blah-Blah" coming from
all corners of the Great Hall. All of these
proposals were defeated 7-2, with only
those who proposed them voting for them,

Tenant representative Adrian Holder
then did something rather unusual, trying
to split the difference by proposing a 1%
increase for 1-year leases and a 2% in-
crease for 2-year leases, contingent upon
the building having no more than a certain
number of housing code violations.
Markus then came back at Holder, claiming
that it had already been decided at prelim-
inary RGB meetings that housing code vio-
lations were beyond the scope of what the
RGB was allowed to consider.

Strangely, the discussion revealed that
Markus and Holder were striving to find
some kind of common ground in their de-
sire to change the "one size fits all" system
that mandates the same rent increases for
all buildings and tenants.

Markus then read a long statement,
amidst boos and catcalls, in which he ad-
vocated reform of the rent regulations in
which the income of the tenant would fig-
ure in determining the rent increase. In
other words, Markus wants to force us all
to reveal our incomes to our landlords.

Tenant rep Holder may be playing a
risky game by raising the question of code
violations and thereby opening the door to
Markus' desire to base the system on tenant

Continued On Page 18
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RUDY GIULIANI'S
FATHER CONFESSOR:

A CHILD MOLESTER?

A dark cloud is hovering over former New
York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, threaten-
ing to dampen his prospects with socially
conservative Republican voters as he
launches his presidential campaign.

By now, many people have heard or read
that Giuliani has been married three times
and divorced twice, and some even know
that his first wife was also his second
cousin. Rudy's second divorce from his
second wife Donna Hanover was more a
matter for Barnum and Bailey than for the
Family Court. As part of the media circus,
which lasted though both of his terms in
office, Giuliani announced his intention to
end their marriage at a press conference in
2002, before he had even informed Ms.
Hanover that they were getting divorced.

Toward the end of Rudy's term, when the
actual divorce was imminent, Ms. Hanover
told television reporters, with their cameras
running, that "for several years, it was diffi-
cult to participate in Rudy's public life be-
cause of his relationship with one staff
member." In New York City, that staff
member was identified as Giuliani's com-
munications secretary, Cristyne Lategano,
with whom Giuliani was continually seen in
public during the heyday of his administra-
tion. Giuliani eventually dumped Lategano,
bestowing upon her a $250,000 a year job
as head of the NYC Convention and Visi-
tor's Bureau, as a consolation prize. He
then began keeping company with pharma-
ceutical company executive Judi Nathan,
herself a divorcee. Donna Hanover, who
was still married to Rudy during this whole
period, learned of her estranged hubby's
new love upon seeing the two marching
side by side down Fifth Avenue during the
St. Patrick's Day Parade in 2000. Finally, in
2002, just after leaving office, Giuliani was
granted a divorce from Donna Hanover on
the grounds of "cruelty," which when in-
voked by the husband, usually refers to the
withholding of sexual services. Hanover
had filed a counterclaim requesting a di-
vorce on a more concrete charge of "serial
adultery."

Believe it or not, however, this story be-
comes even more lurid.

Giuliani's own shamefaced attempt to
mitigate the potentially bad effect on his
political career of his first divorce from his
cousin Regina Peruggi, involved yet
another unsavory associate of New York
City's authoritarian, divisive mayor — sleazy
priest/lawyer Alan Placa.

During the 1960s, Placa attended Bishop
Loughlin Memorial High School in Brooklyn
along with Giuliani. The two young Italian-
American go-getters became great friends.
Peter Powers, a former NYC deputy mayor
whose friendship with both Giuliani and
Placa dates back to their days at Loughlin,
reminisced about occasions when he ac-
companied them to the opera and partici-
pated in their late-night discussions touch-
ing on philosophy and theology. (See:
<http://www.bishop-accountability.org/>)

Giuliani and Placa collectively day-
dreamed about becoming, in Rudy's own
words, "professional philosophers, just
sitting somewhere, developing ideas and
thoughts." Placa, however, decided on the
priesthood as his profession, while Giuliani,
whose political ambitions crystallized early
in life, went on to law school. After his or-
dination in 1970, Placa also attended law
school, and his educational attainments in
both the theological and legal realms made
him uniquely qualified to serve in later life

Catholic Priest, Long-Time Giuliani Friend,
Covered Up Dozens of Abuse Cases on Long

Island, Accused in Attacks on Students
By A. Kronstadt

as a bureaucrat of the Roman Catholic
Church.

In 1968, while still a seminarian, Placa
was best man at the wedding of Rudolph
Giuliani and Regina Peruggi. As Wayne
Barrett wrote in Rudy: An Investigative
Biography of Rudolph Giuliani (Basic Books
2000), Rudy's mother Helen Giuliani, a de-
vout Catholic who approved of her son's
friendship with the student priest, consulted

with Placa about the second-cousin prob-
lem and was informed that the degree of
consanguinity was not an obstacle to the
marriage under canon law. That information
was, however, not accurate. Apparently,
there was a form that the couple was sup-
posed to fill out reporting their blood rela-
tionship, and the marriage would then have
needed a special dispensation from the
diocese in order to proceed. The form was
not filled out, and the priest officiating at the
marriage, Rev. James Moriarty, was not
informed that Peruggi and Giuliani were
cousins. (See: <http://www.michnews.com/
artman/publish/article_15972.shtml>)

In 1982, after almost 14 years of child-
less marriage, then-U.S. Attorney Rudy
Giuliani obtained a legal separation from
Peruggi. Giuliani was already living in
Washington D.C., sharing living quarters
with Donna Hanover. Rudy's new girlfriend,
who had previously worked as a broadcast
journalist in Pennsylvania and Florida, was
then estranged from her husband, Stanley
Hanover. Both Giuliani and Ms. Hanover
would soon be initiating divorce proceed-

“ings from their former spouses in order to

clear the way for their own marriage.

At the time, Giuliani was just preparing
to enter the political arena and believed
that the Catholic vote would be essential to
his future success. His divorce, as well as
that of Hanover, might prove to be a politi-
cal stumbling block in the future, as the
church refuses to recognize civil divorce
and deems divorced people who remarry to
be living in sin.

To help him get around this problem of
living in sin, Giuliani turned to his old friend,
Monsignor Alan Placa, now a high-ranking
aide to Bishop John R. McGann of the dio-
cese of Rockville Center, in Long Island.
Placa's office was located a few doors
away from the diocesan marriage bureau
that had the authority to grant nuptial dis-
pensations and annulments. Although the
Catholic Church forbids divorce, it has long
granted annulments of marriages ruled
contrary to canon law -- an annulled
marriage is understood by the Church to
never have existed in the first place.

Placa interceded on behalf of Giuliani,
and his 14-year marriage to Peruggi was
declared null and void by the bishop on the
grounds that Giuliani and Peruggi had not
obtained a special dispensation for their
second-cousin marriage in 1968.

The process was highly irregular, but the
hermetically-sealed environment of the

" diocesan headquarters kept the machina-

tions well out of public view. In general,
once a marriage has been consummated,
the Church will not grant an annulment, but
the fact that Giuliani and his wife had no
children apparently gave them "plausible
deniability.” After the divorce and annul-
ment, Ms. Peruggi went on to obtain a Doc-
torate in Education from Columbia Univer-
sity and has since served as president of
Borough of Manhattan Community College
and as the director of the Central Park Con-
servancy.

We already know about Rudy's soap

opera relationship with Donna Hanover,
but the story of Monsignor Alan Placa in
the years following his intercession in the
annulment of Giuliani's first marriage is
even more notorious.

Placa's formal title at the Archdiocese of
Rockville Center was Vice Chancellor and
Secretary for Health Affairs, but behind the
scenes, he acted as legal council for the
Bishop. In that capacity, all cases of alleg-
ed sexual abuse by clergy were referred to
Placa. When speaking with families of vic-
tims, he acted as if he were trying to dis-
pense justice in their cases, but was in fact
acting as the bishop's lawyer. In his inter-
views with the victims of sexual molestation
by priests, Placa would steer them into
making statements supporting the diocese'sJ
case, enabling the offending priests to get
off the hook. Placa was a nationally recog-
nized expert on sexual abuse by the Ro-
man Catholic clergy and was personally in
charge of diocese policy on abuse. In short,
that policy was to badger the victim into
backing down or shutting up, or, in some
cases, getting abusive priests reassigned to
other parishes where they often continued
to work with children. (See: <http:/iwww.
bishop-accountability.org/news/2002_
06_03_Eisenberg_MisconductConcerns_
RC.htm> and <http://www.snapnetwork.
org/ news/massachusetts/worcester/

- WORC_Placa_ties.htm>).

! _In the 1980s, unbeknownst to other
high-ranking priests at the Rockville Center
diocese, Placa also acted as legal council
to the House of Affirmation in Whitinsville,
Massachusetts, a treatment center for
priests with problems, including those re-
lated to sex abuse, where he strove to ne-
gotiate settlements with abuse victims in
the range of $20,000 to $100,000 each.

In 2002, Placa's decades-long efforts to
cover up sexual abuse by the clergy came
back to haunt him. In April of that year, he
was asked to resign by Bishop William
Murphy, who had replaced Bishop McGann,
as Suffolk County was convening a grand
jury to investigate possible obstruction of
justice by officials of the Archdiocese of
Rockville Center in regard to clerical sex
abuse cases.

During the course of the grand jury pro-
ceedings, not only was Placa's role in
covering up clerical abuse brought to light,
but the grand jury report also identified
Placa himself as "Priest F," who, while a
teacher at St. Pius X Preparatory Academy
in Uniondale during the 1970s, before he
became an official of the diocese, accum-
ulated a string of sexual abuse accusations,
including one of attacking a teenager and
feeling him up while preparing banners for
a right-to-life demonstration.

In connection with these accusations, in
2003, Placa was suspended from perform-

*ing mass and other functions of the priest-
hood, pending an investigation. Summing
up the grand jury report, Suffolk County

District Attorney Thomas Spota said that
the grand jury could have indicted 23 Long
Island priests for sexually abusing children
had the right laws been in place at the time.

Placa has denied these allegations and
he cannot be criminally charged in any of
these incidents because they are alleged
to have occurred in the mid-1970s, well
past the statute of limitations.

In September, 2002, in the midst of the
investigations but apparently before his
suspension, Placa was personally engaged
by ex-Mayor Giuliani to officiate at the
funeral of his mother Helen Giuliani, who
had passed away at the age of 92. When
asked to comment on the accusations
leveled against Placa, Giuliani stated: "Alan
Placa is one of the finest people | know. He
has helped thousands of people as a priest,
as a teacher and as a friend." (See: <http://
www.bishop-accountability.org/news/2002-
06-15-Janison-FriendsDefend.htm>)

Prosecutors are also interested in the
timing of a real estate transaction in which
the Reverend Thomas A. Kane, founder of
the House of Affirmation, who resigned in
1986 after being charged with embezzling
money from his own institution, mysteri-
ously transferred some Florida properties
to Alan Placa and to another priest, Mon-
signor Brendan Riordan of Great Neck,
Long Island. The Suffolk County District
Attorney's office suspects that this may
have been an attempt by Kane to conceal
some of the funds stolen from the House
of Affirmation. Father Kane, who was in- *
volved in a case of molestation tha£ cost
the archdiocese of Worcester, Massachu-
setts $44,000 to settle, was a close friend
of Placa and Riordan for many years.
Among the long string of misdeeds at-
tributed to Kane, a notorious figure in the
scandal-plagued Massachusetts Catholic
Church, are that he obtained his job as the
head of House of Affirmation by means of a
phony Ph.D. and that he used his good
offices as a vehicle for procuring boys,
some as young as nine, to provide sexual
favors to priests including Monsignor Rior-
dan. After Placa was suspended from his
job at the Rockville Center diocese, he
moved into Riordan's rectory at St. Aloysius
Church, in Great Neck.

To handle his own legal problems, Placa
called upon Michael D. Hess, ex-corpora-
tion council for then-Mayor Giuliani and yet
another longtime friend of both Giuliani and
Placa. At the time, when he became Pla-
ca's lawyer, Hess was a senior managing
partner of Giuliani Partners LLC, the "crisis
management” company founded by the
ex-Mayor in 2002, with several major play-
ers in the former Giuliani Administration as
its fop executives.

In 2003, Giuliani gave his old friend Alan
Placa, now all but de-frocked, a job at Giu-
liani Partners. As of July, 2007, Placa is
still employed by Giuliani Partners.

www.flowerpower.net

406 € O STREET
BETWEEN 1ST & A
NYC 10009

212 982 6664













































	SHA046.1
	SHA046.2
	SHA046.3
	SHA046.4
	SHA046.5
	SHA046.6
	SHA046.7
	SHA046.8
	SHA046.9
	SHA046.10
	SHA046.11
	SHA046.12
	SHA046.13
	SHA046.14
	SHA046.15
	SHA046.16
	SHA046.17
	SHA046.18
	SHA046.19
	SHA046.20

