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DITORIAL

WHO’S FOOLING WHO?

When the World Trade Center got
hit on September 11, we at the
SHADOW were shocked and angry.
This was an attack on OUR city and an
attack on US. As we witnessed the col-
lapse of the towers, saw the falling bo-
dies, toured the wreckage and choked
on the noxious smoke, we were mad as
hell. Like md&_[rﬁ’qqpl;,wc felt the same
desire for some qUicK revenge--some-
body had to pay for this BIG TIME!!

Then, before we started following
the herd waving American flags and get-
ling it tatooed on our asses, we took the
time to study and analyze what's
REALLY going on. We realize that this
sort of thing has happened before and
that it would be foolish not to consider
that elements of the CIA and/or the
Bush Administration had some involve-
ment in the events of September 11.
Consider the following methods and
how they have been applied:

Prepare Public Opinion/ Demon-
ize The Enemy Before Acting:

* For approximately 1-2 years prior to
the 9-11 attacks, the media regularly
reported on pathetic airport security,
underpaid and uncaring baggage check-
ers and handlers, and the ability of
passengers o bring weapons and sharp
objects aboard planes. Nothing was
done about this, but ty 9-11, the public
had been prepped to accept how the
planes were so easily hijacked.

* For several years before 9-11, the
Taliban governing body in Afghanistan
was regulary demonized in the US
media with reports on their mistreat-
ment of women, forcing men to grow
beards, the blowing up of 2,000-year-old
Buddhist statues, etc. It has since been
revealed that the Bush Administration
had been planning an invasion of Af-
ghanistan long before 9-11, but with the
public thirsty for revenge and their
opinion on the Taliban prepared, they
went right along with the plan. (This
method worked like a charm in 1993,
when the always co-operative media
joined the Clinton Administration’s
demonization of David Koresh and the
Davidians in Waco, Texas before sol-
diers burned them to a crisp--polls later
taken claimed that a majority of people
thought that the Davidians were crazy
and deserved to be killed!!)

The Big Lie:

* Are we 1o believe that just moments
after the planes hit the WTC towers, in
the middle of all the smoke, dust, de-
bris, falling objects and chaos, an FBI
man walking up Broadway recovered
the intact, unsinged passport belonging
to lead hijacker Mohammad Atta that
just happened to land at his feet? (This
reminds us of the recovery of the Magic
Bullet in the JFK assassination on a
hospital stretcher in pristine condition
after allegedly hitting JFK and the Gov-
ernor of Texas in who knows how many
different spots!!)

* How was it that the mainstream me-
dia was able to reveal the photos,
names and nationalities of the hijackers
the day after the WTC attacks? (This
again reminds us of the FBI giving the
media a detailed dosier on JFK's ac-
cused assassin Oswald just hours after
the assassination, though Oswald was
supposed to have been an unknown
"lone nut.")

It has since been revealed that the
CIA + FBI were aware of plans to hi-
jack planes and hit buildings for at least

two years before 9-11, and that the hi-
jackers and their support network were
under surveillance for several years
prior to 9-11. This would have allowed
plenty of time for upgrading airport se-
curity and maybe even detaining the
pre-hijackers as they attended US flight
training schools under the eye of the
feds, IF they had wanted to prevent the
9-11 attacks.

History Repeats:

* 1898: US Battleship Maine blown up
by Americans in Cuba and used as an
excuse to jump-start the Spanish-Amer-
ican War wherein the US steals Spanish
territory in the American Hemisphere,
including Cuba and the Phillipines, and
leads to the building of the Panama
Canal.

* 1933: Reichstag Fire in Germany set
by a lone communist used as an excuse
to outlaw all opposing political parties
and fuels Hitler's rise to power in Nazi
Germany.

* 1939: Phony Polish "invasion" of Ger-
many gives Hitler excuse for subsequent
invasion of Poland by Germany.

* 1941: Pearl Harbor: President Roose-
velt sets up Navy for attack by Japanese
and gets justification for US entry into
World War Two.

* 1962: Northwoods Plan: US govern-
ment plans to get US to invade Cuba by
destroying US property and killing
Americans.

* 1964: Gulf of Tonkin Incident: Presi-
dent Johnson declares falsely that North
Vietnam had attacked US ship, justify-
ing further escalation of the Vietnam
Conflict.

* 2002: World Trade Center’s twin
towers and Pentagon hit by hijacked
passenger jets gives President Bush an
excuse to invade Afghanistan, though it
is revealed that the hijackers were
Saudis.

Who Benefits?

* Most immediately, President Bush
gains legitimacy and public support that
eluded him due to the stolen 2000 elec-
tion; he gets "highest approval rating,"
according to the media; Congress and
Senate agree, in the name of "unity,” to
pass any repressive legislation Bush’s
handlers want in the name of fighting
"terrorism," including expanding FBI
powers and creating Office of Home-
land Security. No one raises a fuss out
of fear of being detained or being ac-
cused of sponsoring terrorism. Those
who used deceit to attain power are now
using further deception to attain more
power while removing opposition.

* New powers for those responsible for
security lapses, who ignored information
and who allowed the WTC attacks to
take place. Does anyone question why
new powers are needed when the Feds,
who knew of existing plots and were in-
vestigating/infiltrating/monitoring groups
and members of "terror cells" before 9-
11, ignored or failed to act on what they
knew? Not long before 9-11, new pow-
ers being sought by the Bush Admini-
stration were being denied by Congress.
Now they have a blank check to get
whatever they want and to spend as
much as they want to get it.

* New legislation such as FISA [Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act], the Pa-
triot Act and the Anti-Terrorism Act
allows the government arbitrary inde-
finite detentions of anyone without
charges being filed, no bail required, no
evidence presented, and no hearings.

Security Through InSecurity

Increase the level of paranoia....oombs in the metro....bombs in Oklahoma....bombs in
the World Trade Center....bombs in Mururoa....Who are the real terrorists?

Edam Salem, who was a key witness in the so-called NYC terrorism conspiracy, was a
paid informant for the FBI and was also working with the FBI before the bombing of
the World Trade Center. (See SHADOW #34--Ed.) Salem was the one who set up a
hidden video camera and taped a "bomb making class' thereby entrapping the partici-
pants when the secret tape was used as damning evidence, claiming that the fertilizer
and fuel oil bomb they were cooking up was meant for the U.N., the Lincoln and Hol-
land Tunnels, and the Federal Building in Lower Manhattan. Even though no bombs
ever went off in any of those locations, all were found guilty of sedition (through an ob-
scure, 19th century law not invoked since the American Civil War)....Muslim Fundamen-
talist Terrorists....that was the catchy phrase. Enough to inspire fear in the pub-
lic....enough to convince them that the new “anti-terrorist" laws are meant to "protect"
them.

Was the US government (or at least the FBI) complicit in the so-called terrorist bomb-
ings? If so, their strategy seems to be working. The new anti-terrorist laws recently
passed seriously erode civil liberties and bring the US closer to a police state.

The new laws provide increased police powers, surveillance of the general population
through use and development of technology and tactical training for a growing number
of police and military, in preparation for urban warfare and counter-terrorism opera-
tions. What happened to the Constitution? How did the government get the general
public to accept greater police control over their lives without provoking large scale re-
volt? Create fear of terrorism and identify a defined enemy, and the general public will
give up privacy and civil liberties in favor of "security.”

Whether the bombs are in the metro, Oklahoma, or in the Pacific atolls of Polynesia,
the bombs themselves merely fuel the real weapon: FEAR. A fear that the ordinary
suddenly becomes deadly....a fear which provokes irrationality....a fear which begs for
protection....at any cost.

The message of the state: Create a State of Insecurity in order to establish security --
by any means.

Ask yourselves -- is this what you want?

(Paul Garrin, NYC, 11/3/95)
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WMAT THEY TELL Y6V

* Petroleum interests can now exploit
vast oil wealth in Central Asia and get
their pipeline built through Afghanistan
now that the pesky Taliban is no longer
an obstacle.

We at the SHADOW are not claim-
ing to have all the answers, but when
you consider everything in a historical
and even in a conspiratorial context, you
can’t help but smell a rat. If you find it
hard 1o accept that our government
could have played a role in allowing
more than 3,000 deaths on September
11 as "collateral damage" to facilitate

their agenda and acquire more power,
just remember what Nazi Propaganda
Minister Joseph Goebbels once said:
"The bigger the lie, the easier it is be-
lieved."

If you want to know more, keep
reading the SHADOW. If all of this is
100 much for you, then you can always
buy a pack of American flag stickers
and magnets to display your "loyalty"--of
course, they're all made in China!!

THE SHADOW
INOWS!!



The Strange History of the
Pledge of Allegiance

By A. Kronstadt

. The Pledge of Allegiance to the
United States flag has been a national-
istic exercise that aimost all of us have
been made to participate in at one
point in our lives or another. Although
the pledge is often made out to be a
great tradmon dating far back in the
nations history, it is essentially a
twentieth century institution which has
become more important with the
heightened need to instill warlike senti-
ments among the American people
during the two world wars of the last
century.

The Ninth District Court of Appeals
in San Francisco ruled last June that
the Constitution pronibits the word
god from being recited as part of the
pledge, but this is a side issue. Reli-
gious people, indeed, fundamentalist
religious people with a high degree of
fervor, were instrumental in winning
some of the greatest victories for the
First Amendment in American history
because they believed in pledging
their Allegiance only to god.

The original version of the Pledge of
Allegiance was written in 1892 by Fran-
cis Bellamy, a Baptist minister who
was part of a committee that wrote a
program for the celebration, in public
schools, of the 400th anniversary of
Columbus landing in America. Bel-
Iamys original pledge, published in
the September 1892 Jssue of the Bos-
ton magazine Youths Companion,
read: "l pledge allegiance to my Flag
and the Republic for which it stands,
one nation, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all." The well-meaning Mr.
Bellamy, brother of Edward Bellamy,
author of the famous utopian novel
"Looking Backward," was himself a
professed "Christian Socialist" and had
originally included the word "equality"
along with "liberty and justice." Bel-
lamy, however, removed it in response
to the objections of the school superin-
tendants who would be supervising
the Columbus celebrations; some of

these men did not agree with equality
for women, African-Americans, Ameri-
can Indians, and others. Bellamy spe-
cified that his Pledge should be recited
with the right hand raised in the ges-
ture of an oath.

The pledge became commonplace
in American schools after president
Benjamin Harrison recommended its
adaptation in 1893, but took on addi-
tional significance when the United
States entered World War | in 1917,
and more and more state govern-
ments passed laws making recitation
of the pledge compulsory in public
and even private schools. The years
immediately following the war were
marked by a climate of xenophobia
and anti-radical hysteria in which the
American Legion and other patriotic
groups terrorized dissidents, ranging
from labor activists to religious paci-
fists. This also extended to people with
German surnames, many of whose
families had been in the U.S. for gen-
erations. There were many incidents in
which mobs attempted to force people
to recite the Pledge of Allegiance un-
der threat of being beaten or tarred
and feathered.

In 1923, the same year that a re-
strictive immigration law cut off virtually
all immigration to the U.S., the National
Flag Conference, under pressure from
the American Legion and the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution,
changed the words "my Flag" in Bel-
lamys original pledge to "the Flag of
the United States of America." The
theory was that some of the foreign-
born might be thinking of the flag of
the old country when reciting the
pledge. Francis Bellamy publicly ob-
jected to the change.

One might ask, what happened be-
tween the year 1892. when an idealis-
tic educator wrote the original well-in-
tentioned words of affection for the
land of his birth, and 1923, when these
same words had turned these words

SHADOW STAFF:

EDITORS: Chris Flash, A. Kronstadt, Paul Garrin

REPORTERS: Angela Bocage, Chris X.Brodeur, Theresa Byrnes, Lamont Cranston, Scott
Cunningham, Stephanie Damoff, Jack Dawkins, Keith Ericson, Sarah Fergusen, Chris Flash, Paul
Garrin, Robert Knight, Carl Kolchak, A. Kronstadt, Bob McGlynn, Frank Morales, Karen Norden, Ivo
Skoric, Debbie Schwarz, Gabby Sloan, John Veit, Gerald Wade, Bill Weinberg, Steven Wishnia

PHOTOS: Jack Dawkins, Chris Flash, Paul Garrin, A. Kronstadt, Andrew Lichtenstein, John Penley,

Q. Sakamaki, Jim Simopolos, Eddie Williams

ART: Scott Cunningham, Mike Diana, Eric Drooker, Fly, Peter Kuper, Mac McGill, Mike Schafer, Seth

Tobocman, L. Van Abbema

ATTORNEYS AT LARGE: Stanley L. Cohen, Ron Kuby, (William Kunstler: 1919-1995)

COPY AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

THE SHADOW IS 50 CENTS LOCALLY, $1.00 OUTSIDE
NEW YORK CITY, AND $2.00 FOR GOV'T SPOOKS.

FIRST CLASS MAIL-$2.00/COPY, $15 FOR 10 ISSUES.
FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF BACK ISSUES OF *
SHADOW, SEND US A SELF.ADDRESSED STAMPED
ENVELOPE. THE SHADOW AND ALL PUBLICATIONS BY
SHADOW PRESS ARE AVAILABLE FOR WHOLESALERS
AND RETAILERS. PLEASE INQUIRE FOR PRICES.

b\ S‘-RYHH'\U IN :]H SHADOW MAY BE U‘erLD i OR

ANY INFORMATIVE NOT-FOR-PROFIT PURPOSE AS
LONG AS YOU CREDIT THE SHADOW, WE WILIL
GLADLY TRADE ISSUES AND SUBS WITH OTHER

POLITICAL + SUBVERSIVE PUBLICATIONS
PLEASE TURN US ON!!

SHADOW ADVERTISING RATES:
SUBVERTISEMENTS--20 CENTS PER WORD,
NO MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM

BUSINESS CARD SIZE--$15.00

LARGER ADS--(YOUR ARTWORK + LAYOUT):
178 PAGE (2¥"x7%" or 5"x3.75" ) $30.00

14 PAGE (2¥"x15" or 5"x7.%" or 10"x3.75")-$50.00
1/2 PAGE (5"x15" or 10"x7%:")
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR LONG TERM ADS--
PLEASE INQUIRE FOR MORE DETAILS

FREE AD SPACE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR
CERTAIN NON-PROFIT GROUPS AS SPACE ALLOWS.
DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CERTAIN PROFIT-
MARING GROUPS.

WE PREFER CASH, BUT CAN ACCEPT CHECKS OR

MONEY ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO "SHADOW PRESS.
ANY AND ALL DONATIONS ARE NEEDED AND WILL BE

MUCH APPRECIATED!

PL [- '\bl ‘af\l) AJ}S -&M) CDRRL&POI\D] Nl‘[‘ 'I'O
SHADOW PRESS, P.O.BOX 20298, NEW YORK, NY 10009
OR <Shadow(@MediaFilter.org>.

CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT: uhllp SHADOWPress.org>

SHADOVW

NEVER SLEEPS

SHADOW #46--(JULY-AUGUST 2002)--PAGE 3

into an oath of war and a slogan of
lynch mobs. During that time, years of
war and preparation for war transpired
in America, especially after 1914 when
the Great War erupted in Europe. As
the U.S. geared up for war, measures
of social control unknown in the 19th
century were undertaken in the name
of the war effort. Starting in 1917, the
year that Congress declared war on
Germany, alcoholic beverages were
prohibited as detrimental to military
preparedness, and the ban was later
codified in the 18th Amendment to the
Constitution. Political activists and
labor organizers were jailed, factories

were placed under military control, and
American society was mobilized and
regimented as never before. Schools
were militarized and the Pledge of Al-
legiance was made compulsory in
schools all over the country. Veterans
of the Great War organized the Ameri-
can Legion, which preached an ideolo-
gy of 100% Americanism, with the
Pledge as a kind of oath to prove
ones loyalty. The Pledge of Alle-
giance had gone from a patriotic to-a
nationalist oath no different from the
oath to the Kaiser of Germany, the
Emperor of Japan, or the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union.

In the years leading up to U.S. in-
volvement in the Second World War,
the pledge of Allegiance was a central
theme in one of the most dismal epi-
sodes of religious persecution in the
U.S. since colonial tim:as. In 1936, the
leader of the Jehovahs Witnesses,
Joseph F. Rutherford, had preached in
a sermon that reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance amounted to worshipping a
graven image as prohibited by the Old
Testament. Thousands of German Je-
hovahs Witnesses were being arrest-
ed at the time for refusing to say "Heil
Hitler" or to participate in the countless
other nationalistic rituals that had been
made part of the lives of Germans,
and Rutherford dared to state that rais-
ing ones right hand to salute the flag
resembled the Nazi Heil Hitler salute.
Jehovahs Witnesses throughout Am-
erica heeded the new doctrine of their
religion and told their children to stop
saluting the flag. The laws that had
been enacted in many states during
World War | prescribed that any stu-
dent who refused to raise his or her
right hand and recite the Pledge of Al-
legiance would be suspended from
school, and, in addition to that, the
parents could be held responsible for
the childrens illegal absence from
school and be imprisoned for neglect.
In Topeka, Kansas in 1940, two Wit-
nesses’ children of fourteen and nine

refused to salute, and were made

SEARCH AND DESTROY

BY TED RALL

ONE NATION, UNDER CLODS

THE ATHEIST WHO
SUED TO GET RID OF
THE PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE WAS
JUST FOLLOWING
HIS CONSCIENCE.

wards of the court. The judge sen-
tenced their mothers to a year's im-
prisonment. The American Legion
stirred up mobs to invade the homes
of Witnesses, who were threatened
with beatings unless they recited the
Pledge of Allegiance on the spot. Wit-
ness meeting halls were attacked and
burnt, members of the sect were ar-
rested en masse charged with criminal
syndicalism, blasphemy, and flag

desecration.

The Witnesses, a well-endowed and
aggressive evangelical corporation, liti-
gated incessantly against their perse-
cutors. In 1940, the Supre fne Court
dismissed the Witnesses  claim in the
case of Minersville School Board vs.
Gobitis. In that case, Justice Felix
Frankfurter wrote a majority decision,
signed on by six of the nine justices,
stating that the need for national unity
superceded the right of the individual
to free speech.

However, after the U.S. went to war
with Nazi Germany, the tide began to
turn in favor of the Witnesses due to
revulsion of the ultra-nationalism of the
Nazis. In 1943, the case of W. Virginia
Bd. of Education vs. Barnette, the high
court ruled 8 to 1 that forcing Ameri-
can children to recite the Pledge of Al-
legiance was unconstitutional.

At the time that all of these events
were taking place, the Pledge of Alle-
giance did not include the word god,
and the people who were invoking
god were the ones refusing to pledge
allegiance to the flag. In 1954, Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower, signed a
law adding the words "under god" to
the pledge. ironacally Eisenhower was
raised as a Jehcwahs Witness, and
carefully hid his religious background
as he rose to become a five star gen-
eral and Commander-in-Chief. The re-
ference to god was intended as a
poke at the Soviets, who, unlike our
earlier national enemies, took an offi-
cially atheist stance.

God or no god, everybody knows
that the Pledge of Allegiance is not
really voluntary--that children are
forced to do it and that their parents
feel forced to put up with it too be-
cause otherwise they will have to lay
too heavy a nonconformist trip on the
child at too early an age. Making chil-
dren recite words over and over again
until they, believe them is not a good
way to teach love of ones country or
anything else. The good qualities of
American society are as self-evident as
the bad ones, and the only way to tell
the difference between the two is to
acquire the power of critical thinking,
which is and always will be the anti-
thesis of pledges, salutes, and other
forms of brainwashing.

THE SCHOOLS ARE
 GETTING RID OF IT,
BUT THEY'RE JUST
OBEYING THE COURT,

THE CONSTITUTION
IS ANTI-AMERICAN!
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TENANTS
PRESS
POLITICIANS
TO RENEW NY
RENT LAWS

By A. Kronstadt

In June of 2003 the estimated two and a
half million™fent confolled and rent
stabilized tenants ini Néw York City will
face another fearful cliffhanger in which a
handful of conservative Republican
legislators from far upstate will attempt to
allow these laws to expire. An expiration
of New York City's rent regulations would
radically change the face of NYC as
landlords take advantage of this
opportunity to hike rents and displace
long term residents of apartments.

A Brief History of Rent Regulations

Landlords of New York City apartments
have been required to observe certain
limitations on rents since World War |1,
and in the period after World War |l and
into the early 1950s, all apartments,
including those in two-family dwellings,
had been subject to the original rent
control system, which required landlords
to apply to the City for the right to hike
rents. After the end of the administration
of Fiorello H. La Guardia, who had been
a supporter of the retention of rent
controls into the post war period, the laws
gradually became weakened. In 1953,
two family houses were decontrolled.
Under the Urstadt Law passed by
Republican legislators and Governor
Nelson Rockefeller, rent control passed
under State administration and New York
City was forbidden to pass rent control
legislation more stringent than that
passed by the State Legislature. In 1971,
all empty apartments were decontrolled,
but the wave of landlord terrorism and
displacementthat accompanied “vacancy
decontrol” forced the State Legislature, in
1974, to reinstitute the laws in the
modified form of the rent stabilization
system, covering all buildings with over
six apartments that had previously been
rent controlled. The rent stabilization laws

established a system whereby panels,
known as Rent Guidelines Boards, would
establish legal rent increases for
apartments within the system based on
criteria such as the costs of operating a
building. The increases have varied in
amount over the past ten years from as
low as 3% and as high as 9% for two year
lease renewals by existing tenants.

The rent stablization laws presently in
effect were designed by Republican
legislators during the administration of
Republican governor Nelson Rockefeller
They greatly weakened the rent
regulation system and gave landlords
much wider latitude in raising rents. For
example, the reformed rent laws did not
cover buildings built after the laws were
enacted in 1974, so new buildings are
automatically exempt from any rent
regulations. In the 1980s, laws relating to
the conversion of rental buildings into
cooperatives were set up such that any
apartment turned into a co-op would be
exempt from the rent stabilization laws.
Furthermore, weaknesses were built into
the legislation itself allowing it to be
gutted in the future--for instance, the rent
laws would have a “sunset” provision,
whereby they would expire automatically
if not renewed by both houses of the
Legislature for a specific number of
years. With each renewal, the laws were
further weakened. In the late 1980s,
*luxury decontrol” provisions were added
which removed apartments from the
system after their legal rent under the rent
stablization system exceeded $2000 per
month. In order to imagine how many
apartments have been removed from all

rent protections under “luxury decontrol,”
all one has to do is think of the number of
small, ordinary apartments in the city that
now rent for that amount. In 1997, the last
time the laws were renewed, the vacancy
increase allowed to a landlord at the time
a regulated apartment becomes vacant
was increased from 8% to 20% of the
existing rent.

Renew in 2002

At the end of the battle over the renewal
of the “sunsetting”" rent regulations in
1997, the State Legislature agreed on a
proposal that greatly weakened the laws
but extended them untit June of 2003.
2003 is an off-year election and
politicians have less reason to worry
about a backlash from tenants if the
Legislature weakens the rent laws, or if
State Senate Speaker Joseph Bruno tries
to block renewal altogether as in 1997.
There have been moves in both houses
of the legislature to push up the renewal
to 2002, a year in which Gov. George
Pataki is running for re-election. The
Democrat-controlled State Assembly has
already passed a bill renewing the rent
laws, but Bruno has blocked similar bills
from being brought to the floor in the
Senate. True to form, Bruno's comment
on the subject was “this year we'll deal
with terrorists and next year with tenants.”
Tenant activists have targeted Pataki and
insistent that he endorse the Renew in
2002 campaign, but so far the Governor
has remained silent on the renewal issue
as he runs around being feted by landlord
organizations. Unless Pataki says
something to him, Speaker Bruno is
unlikey to budge on renewal in 2002.

The Prospects for 2003

With the rent laws approaching sunset in
2003, there are a number of factors that
may influence the battle to get them
renewed. The Republican majority in the
State Senate is becoming narrower with
the election of Liz Kruger, a Democrat, to
the Manhattan Senate seat formerly held
by Republican Roy Goodman. Krugeris a
strong supporter of rent regulations andis
one of the sponsers of the Renew in 2002
campaign. Republican Senator Guy

Velella of the Bronx, an intimate of Bruno
and a very tough nut in 1997, has been
indicted on corruption charges and may
be out of the picture in 2003. If the City
economic picture remains poor, the
Legislature may be reluctant to tamper
with with a rent regulation system that
has stabilized not only the rents but the
lives of many post Sept 11 unemployed.
Then, of course,- 2003 is an off-year
election and the pols have less reason to
worry about the consequences of abusing
tenants, who constitute a huge part of the
electorate.

Historically it has been the unwillingness

of tenants to tolerate displacement, and
the collective determination of
communities to survive, that have
inspired tenant activism and kept New
York's rent regulation system in effect
through so many attempts to eliminate it.
For instance, several thousand tenants
broke through police lines and flooded
the streets of midtown Manhattan during
a key demonstration in 1997, and
headlines screaming “Rent Rage” clearly
rattled Bruno's attempt to scuttle the rent
laws. Whatever the political climate,
tenants will have to take the streets in
2003.

Kate Millett &
The Suicide
Parlor

By Theresa Byrnes
(excerpts from “The Suicide
Parlor” by Kate Millett)

Kate Millett, artist and author of Sexual
Politics (amongst many other books) has led
the feminist movement over the past thirty
years and is now being evicted. Kate came
to New York to be an artist in the 1950's.
Ten books and more than 50 exhibitions
later, and after living half a century on the
Bowery, the city of New York has notified
Kate that they intend to destroy the city
owned building at 295 Bowery where she
has lived for over 25 years.

As Kate began to fight for the life of the
building, she unearthed a hidden heritage
that the city is anxious to bury. In 1899,
295 Bowery was “McGurk's Bar”,
infamously known as the “Suicide Parlor”™.
The number of legally underage prostitutes
distinguished McGurk's. To further tarnish
its already scandalous reputation, twelve
teenaged prostitutes publicly committed
suicide, with one swig of deadly poison, a
vial of carbolic acid (know as Paris Green)
purchased for ten cents from Von der
Emde's drug store at 313 Bowery, now
CBGB's Gallery. As Bessie Levery ended her
life in front of the boisterous crowd at
McGurk's, they jeered at her.

Punitive and thoughtless attitudes still
predominate regarding the struggle of the
oppressed: Presently, Assistant
Commissioner James Lima is appalled that
Kate, along with other tenants of 295
Bowery are attempting to memorialize the

295 Bowery-days numbered?
http://295bowery.com

fatal actions of the young women by saving
the building that was the site of what he
terms such “unpleasantness.” Given that
nearly all U.S historical sights
commemorate the masculine activity of war,
the possibility that these women were
casualties of another sort is a logic that
continues to be unavailable. Historical sites
relating to women are scarce and constitute
only six percent of the total in this country.

If 295 Bowery is turned to dust and is
supplanted with blank high rise market
housing, official power will have buried its
pastin order to expunge it. Then it will be as
if it never happened. No one will ever have
to notice these women's deaths: an
appalling specter never dealt with, formally
and publicly never acknowledged.

If we forget them we forget the truth and
submit all over again and remain
subordinate to the bullying of moneyed
power and the iron rule of class, caste and
gender, which gave these young woman
nothing to live for and still insists they died
for nothing at all. Then the humanity of all
women is belittled and punished with
silence, interred in the rubble, so
meaningless as to have never taken place.

Now Kate Millett fights to save 295 Bowery
as a Women's Museum in tribute to these
desperate and defiantyoung woman so that
finally their voices may be heard. Kate co-
conjured and rode the feminist wave of the
1970's while residing in 295 the Bowery,
"the toughest street in America." Recently
she became aware of the girls held in the
basement one hundred years before and
enslaved by McGurk in the storefront bar
two floors beneath her. It is as though their
spirits have been playing upon her all this
time, and it is time that we remember them.

Kate has mounted an exhibition containing a
collection of documents, photographs and
correspondence with The City Of New York,
regarding the proposed destruction of 295,
The Bowery — NOHO Gallery 530 W.25" St.
4% FIL. NY, NY 10001. Tues- Sat 11-6pm 212-
367 7036 — UNTIL JULY [3. Kate's
wonderful essay “The Suicide Parlour" is for
sale at her exhibition or at
www.shadowshop.com



CIENETICALLY=-ENGINEERED FOODS:
You Ate Them Today
By Debbie Schwarz

Most people are aware that geneti-
cally-engineered (GE) foods are on the
market, that they’re not labeled, and
that they're controversial. But do you
realize that you've eaten them today? In
all likelihood, you began eating GE pro-
ducts when they came to market in
1998, and you've eaten an increasing
amount every year since. Coca-Cola,
Morningstar Garden Burgers, Kelloggs
Corn Flakes, Ragu Tomato Sauce, and
Hershey's Kisses are all genetically-en-
gineered.

Approximately 70% of processed su-
permarket foods contain GE ingredi-
ents. That’s not surprising when you
realize that GE crops are growing on
millions of acres of U.S. farmlands. De-
pending on the source, 50-60% of soy-
beans and cotton, 25-35% of corn, and
smaller percentages of canola, potatoes,
squash, tomatoes, and papaya are gen-
etically-modified.

Crops like soybeans and corn are
processed into oils, flours, starches, and
syrups, which are fundamental to many
packaged foods.

GE crops supply farm animals with
feed, so the meat and poultry you eat 1s
likely to come from animals raised on
GE food. In the next few years, hun-
dreds of thousands of new genetically-
engineered plants and animals will be
brought into the environment.

Rob The Poor and
Feed The Rich

Imagine owning the world's food sup-
ply. Monsanto has. Genetically-modified
seeds are patented, and farmers using
them must buy new seeds from Monsan-
Lo every year.

Monsanto has. focused on engineering
the world’s staple crops so that Africa
will be dependent on them for rice, In-
dia for cotton, the U.S. for potatoes,
and so on. Farmers on every continent
will end up paying Monsanto for each
seed they plant. The public relations
powers of this agri-chemical conglomer-
ate are terrific: they have marketed
Agent Orange, rBGH in milk, and the
PCBs still contaminating the Hudson
River.

Now their "Golden Rice" is touted as
a panacea to third world vitamin A defi-
ciencies, and will be planted in fields
worldwide without long-term testing for
human health consequences or consider-
ation to indigenous farming and econo-
mies.

How To Find A Monkey
in The Dark

In addition to the worldwide political
implications of patenting life forms, and
having the food supply dominated by
Monsanto, DuPont, Novartis, and a few
others, there are the human health and
environmental considerations of this ex-
perimental technology. Crops.are gen-
etically modified. for a desired trait.

For instance, modified corn contains
a gene for the popular herbicide Bt to
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increase pest resistance; modified straw-
berries contain a flounder gene for frost
resistance; and jellyfish genes were re-
cently inseried into a rhesus monkey for
luminescence. Unlike Bt herbicide
spray, which has been safely applied to
organic crops for over 50 years, the
gene product cannot be washed off, and
is eaten in every bite of the vegetable.

Since the FDA does not require test-
ing of GE technology, the long-term ef-
fects of consuming a thousand-fold in-
crease of this herbicide in concentrated
doses remains unknown. Many genetic
engineering techniques use an antibiotic
gene as a "marker” to indicate the suc-
cess of the gene implant into the target-
ed species.

In 1999, the British Medical Associ-
ation issued a report calling for the pro-
hibition of antibiotic marker genes say-
ing "antibiotic resistance is one of the
major public health threats that will be
faced in the 21st century."

Food Aid Makes Me Sick

Already there have been reports of
allergic reactions to GE foods, most
notably in 2000 when Aventis’ Starlink
corn, approved only for animal con-
sumption, turned up in 300 packaged
foods, such as Kraft’s Taco Shells.

Two hundred people reported relat-
ed illnesses, foods were recalled, and
Aventis is buried under so many law-
suits that they sold their biotech division
to Bayer. Unfortunately, this recall did
not end the environmental tragedy.

On June 13, 2002, the Bolivian For-
um on Environment and Development
(FOBOMADE) issued a statement of
outrage when a U.S. government ship-
ment of food aid corn and seed was re-
vealed to contain not only Starlink corn,
but two varieties of Monsanto's GE
corn as well.

In addition to the usual human
health fears, FOBOMADE emphasized
the critical need to protect the biodiver-
sity of the birthplaces of corn from gen-
elic contamination, and demanded that
GE crops not be sent as food aid to
countries without biosafety regulations.

Africa, China, Korea, Zimbabwe, Ni-
caragua, and other undeveloped nations
have also been pressured by the U.S. to
accepl unlabeled, genetically-engineered
food and seeds.

Hitting Close To Home

The U.S. government has no motiva-
tion to monitor the shipping of GE
foods to countries that will exchange
political favors for golden rice and such.
Domestically, these creations are
churned out as quickly as you can say
mice with human ears because the FDA
is peppered with former Monsanto ex-
ecutives.

And while your backyard still has or-
ganic food stores and farmer’s markets,
98% of this country’s produce is conven-
tionally grown, making it fair game for
Monsanto.

Where are you going to go then?

(For more info, check out: anti-GE organ-
ization at <www.sosfood.org>; Organic
Consumers Association at <www.purefood.
org>; GE Food Alert Campaign Center at
<www.gefood alert.org>; Download your
own labels to use at Food Emporium at
<www.label this.org>; monthly environ-
mental/political web magazine with "news
by and for the people" at <www.ground
score.org>; Northeast Resistance Against
Genetic Engineering at <www.nerage.
org>; Greenpeace's anti-GE site at <www.
truefoodnow.org>. Voice Your Opinion to
Rick DeSanta, Corporate Affairs at A+P/
Food Emporium: 201.571.4495

PROTESTORS
FAST AGAINST
FRANKENFOODS

Buttressed by a 30-foot corn cob,
activists from SOS Food on Manhat-
tan's Lower East Side staged a 3-day
hunger strike protesting Food Empori-
um's sale of genetically-engineered
(GE) foods on June 20.

The volunteers, stationed outside
the supermarket’s Union Square loca-
tion, have targeted Food Emporium
because its parent company, A+P,
does not sell any GE ingredients in
food sold at their European stores.
Hungry protestors, inundated with in-
quiries and support from passersby,
collected hundreds of signatures for
postcards directed to Christian Haub,
the CEO of A&P.

The protest culminated in a celebra-
tory breakfast with costumes, food,
and performances led by Reverend
Billy and The Church of Stop Shop-
ping. "The energy and concern at to-
day's demonstration is terrific. That
much power can convince Food Em-
porium to stop selling untested, unla-
beled, unsafe food," said Howard
Brandstein, Executive Director of the
Sixth Street Community Center where
SOS Food is based. SOS Food's su-
permarket campaigns part of the GE
Free Markets Coalition, a national effort
to create a groundswell of activism
pressuring supermarkets to remove
genetically engineered ingredients
from their stores. Safeway super-mar-
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ket executives, pressured by West
Coast activists, recently agreed to
meet and hear the issues. The group
works on a variety of projects to pro-
tect safe food, including lobbying le-
gislators in Albany and advocating
NYC school boards to ban milk con-
taining Bovine Growth Hormone.

Later in the summer, volunteers will
wildpost Manhattan with a campaign
about "cereal killers" and "weapons-
grade salmon". SOS Food meets year
round on Wednesday nights at 7:30
pm (except in August) at: 638 East 6th
Street on the 2nd Floor.

(For more info, contact SOS Food at
212.529. 9720 or go to <www.sosfood.
org>. Also check out GE Free Markets
Coalition <www.gefreemarkets.org>)

ADVERTISE IN THE SHADOW!!

Do you have something to sell?

Would you like to reach more than 5000
independent-minded people in New York City,
the U.S. and around the world?

Then Put your AD where it will do the most

for you and support NY’s only underground newspaper at

the same time!
SHADOW PRESS
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Email: shadow@mediafilter.org
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SUSPENDED AIR FORCE
OFFICER: BUSH COMPLICIT
IN 9-11 ATTACKS

Lt. Col. Steve Butler, a suspended Air
Force officer who accused President
Bush of allowing the 9-11 attacks to
prop up his presidency, will face "non-
judicial" punishment but will not be
court martialed. Butler, a 24-year Air
Force veteran who served as a combat
pilot in Dperatﬁf;.i)eﬁ!’n Storm and
was most recently posted at Monterey’s
Defense Language Institute, published
his letter on May 26 in the local news-
paper accusing Bush of "sleazy and con-
temptible" conduct aimed at boosting
his political ends. "Of course Bush knew
about the impending attacks on Amer-
ica,” Butler wrote. "He did nothing to
warn the American people because he
needed this war on terrorism. His daddy
had Saddam and he needed Osama."
Butler was suspended as vice chancellor
of the Defense Language Institute un-
der Article 88 of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice, which states that any
commissioned officer who uses "con-
temptuous words" against the president
or other senior officials may be pun-
ished by a court-martial. The last Article
88 court-martial came in 1965, when an
Army second lieutenant was prosecuted
for taking part in an anti-war protest in
Texas. (Reuters, 6/15/02)

ANTI-TERROR PROSECUTOR:
INTELLIGENCE
FORESHADOWED 9-11
The Bush administration’s top anti-ter-
rorism prosecutor said the US had am-
ple evidence that a devastating 1errorist
attack on US soil was likely long before
September 11. Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Michael Chertoff cited nearly a de-
cade’s worth of hints that foreign terror-

ists were targeting the US, though he
stopped short of saying there was speci-
fic information that could have prevent-
ed the attacks. "As of September 10th,
each of us knew everything we needed
to know to tell us there was a possibility
of what happened on September 11th,"
Chertoff said during a commencement
speech to Seton Hall Law School gradu-
ates. Among the warning signs cited by
Chertoff: the 1993 bombing of the
WTC, a mid-"90s plan in which an Is-
lamic radical was convicted of plotting
to blow up New York landmarks and

assassinate the pope, a death sentence
pronounced on Americans by Osama
bin Laden in the late 1990s, and the
thwarted millennium bombing plot at
Los Angeles International Airport."We
knew the World Trade Center was a
target," said Chertoff, who was the US
attorney for New Jersey when the WTC
was attacked in 1993. "We knew an air-
plane could be used as a weapon.”
(Associated FPress, 6/1/02)

1999 REPORT WARNED OF
9-11-TYPE ATTACKS

Two years before 9-11, an analysis pre-
pared for US intelligence warned that
Osama bin Laden’s terrorists could hi-
jack an airliner and fly it into govern-
ment buildings like the Pentagon. "Sui-
cide bomber(s) belonging to al-Qaeda’s
Martyrdom Battalion could crash-land
an aircraft packed with high explosives
(C-4 and semtex) into the Pentagon, the
headquarters of the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), or the White House," the
September 1999 report said. The Bush
administration has asserted that no one
in government had envisioned a suicide
hijacking-before it happened. The Sep-

tember 1999 report, "Sociology and Psy-
chology of Terrorism: Who Becomes a
Terrorist and Why?" described suicide
hijacking as one of several retaliatory
attacks al-Qaeda might seek for the
1998 US air-strike against bin Laden’s
camps in Afghanistan. The report was
written by the Federal Research Divi-
sion, an arm of the Library of Congress
that provides research for federal agen-
cies. Bush administration officials have
repeatedly said no one in government
had imagined such an attack. "I don’t
think anybody could have predicted that
...they would try to use an airplane as a
missile, a hijacked airplane as a missile,"
National Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice said May 16. (Associated Press,
5/17/02)

AGENTS ACCUSE:
FEDS BLOCKED PROBES OF

BIN LADEN FAMILY
FBI and Pentagon intelligence officials
say they were blocked for political rea-
sons from carrying out full investigations
into members of the bin Laden family
in the US before the 9-11 terrorist at-
tacks. FBI documents shown on BBC
Newsnight and obtained by the UK
Guardian show that agents had sought
to investigate two of Osama bin Laden’s
relatives in Washington and a Muslim
organization, the World Assembly of
Muslim Youth (WAMY), with which
they believed were linked.

But the FBI files were closed in
1996--apparently before any

conclusions could be reached on either
the bin Laden brothers or the WAMY.
Intelligence sources in Washington told
the Guardian June 2: "There were al-
ways constraints on investigating the
Saudis." They said the restrictions be-
came worse after the Bush administra-
tion took over. The intelligence agencies
were told to "back off' from investiga-
tions involving members of the bin La-
den family, the Saudi royals, and possi-
ble Saudi links to the acquisition of nu-
clear weapons by Pakistan. "There were
particular investigations that were ef-
fectively killed." (www. GregPalast.com/
detail.cfm?artid=103&frm=emi)

FBI INFORMANT: AGENCY

IGNORED MY WARNINGS
A paid FBI informant told ABC News
on May 23 that three years before 9-11,
he began providing the Bureau with in-
formation about a young Saudi who la-
ter flew a hijacked passenger plane into
the Pentagon. The informant, Aukai
Collins, said he worked for the FBI for
four years in Phoenix, monitoring the
Arab and Muslim communities there.
Hani Hanjour was the hijacker Collins
claimed to have told the FBI about
while Hanjour was in flight training in
Phoenix. The FBI issued an "emphatic
denial" to ABC that Collins had told the
agency anything about Hanjour, though
FBI sources acknowledged that Collins
had worked for them.

NEWSWEEK: BUSH POLICIES
ABETTED 9-11 ATTACKS

A May 27 Newsweek exposé on how the
Bush Administration dropped the ball
on Osama bin Laden before 9-11 re-
veals that:
* Secretary of State Donald Rumsfeld,
upan taking office, suspended Predator
drone.tracking of Osama bin Laden,
"among other actions."
* National Security Adviser Condo-
leezza Rice at the very least dissembled

when she claimed last week that there
were no existing studies as of Septem-
ber 11 predicting a 9-11-type attack.
"While Bush may have a point in saying
he heard no specific threat, other as-
pects of the administration’s story were-
n’t holding up" by week’s end, Newsweek
writes.

* Rice claimed that George Bush had
not read--or, more specifically "doesn’t
recall reading”--memos he was responsi-
ble for reading. Newsweek observes that
"the buck seems 1o be stopping no-
where."

* Attorney General John Ashcroft shut
down FBI wiretaps of al-Qaeda-related
suspects in the 1998 African embassy
bombing investigation.

* Ashcroft, despite Senate testimony to
the contrary, turned his back on coun-
ter-terrorism over the months before 9-
11. "Ashcroft didn’t want to hear about
it," says a former senior law-enforce-
ment official.

* Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
vetoed a request to divert $800 million
from space-based missile defense to
counter-terrorism.

GLOBAL TERROR ALERT WAS
CALLED OFF BEFORE 9-11
On June 22, 2001, the Pentagon’s Cen-
tral and European Commands imposed
"Force Protection Condition Delta," the
highest anti-terrorist alert. The next day,
the State Department ordered all diplo-

matic posts to convene emergency ac-
tion committees. The CIA said the most
probable targets included the US Em-
bassy in Rome, the Genoa summit of

the Group of Eight leaders in July, and
the Vatican--a threat that prompted
President Bush to change the venue of
his meeting with Pope John Paul II to
thé papal summer residence at Castel
Gandolfo outside Rome. CIA Director
George Tenet had written an intelli-
gence summary for national security ad-
viser Condoleezza Rice on June 28 that
said: "It is highly likely that a significant
al Qaeda attack is in the near future,
within several weeks." By late summer,
one senior political appointee said,
Tenet had "repeated this so often that
people got tired of hearing it."

On July 5, the White House summoned
officials of a dozen federal agencies to
the Situation Room. "Something really
spectacular is going to happen here, and
it’s going to happen soon," the govern-
ment’s top counter-terrorism official,
Richard Clarke, told the assembled
group, according to two of those pre-
sent. The group included representa-
tives from the FAA [Federal Aviation
Administration], Coast Guard, FBI, Sec-
ret Service and INS [Immigration and
Naturalization Service]. Clarke, US Na-
tional Coordinator for Security, Infra-
structure Protection, and Counter-ter-
rorism, directed every counter-terrorist
office to cancel vacations, defer non-
vital travel and place domestic rapid-
response teams on alert. But by the
time Bush received his intelligence
briefing at his ranch in Crawford, Texas
on August 6, warning of an imminent
domestic hijacking terror operation, the
government had called off the alert.
{(Washington Post, 5/17/02)

DEMS SEEK WHITE HOUSE
DOCUMENTS ON
TERROR ATTACKS

Democratic lawmakers are insisting the
White House turn over the Phoenix
memo and other top-secret documents
prepared for President Bush that indi-
cated al-Qaeda was seeking to hijack
US airplanes. Bush officials acknow-

Continued on Page 14
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OSAMA BIN LADEN, GEORGE BUSH
& THE STRUGGLE FOR
CENTRAL ASIA’S OIL

CONTINUED....

publics of Kazakhstan and Turkmen-
istan for access to the oil, but have been
stymied by political instability in the
region. Oil conglomerates were torn be-
tween two possible pipeline routes to
Western markets: west through the war-
torn Caucasus Mountains to Turkey, or
south through war-torn Afghanistan to
Pakistan and the Arabian Sea.

The key contract was signed between
Kazakhstan and Chevron in 1994, grant-
ing the company a stake in all oil devel-
opment there. Chevron has increased its
stake since then by buying out more of
Kazakhstan’s shares, and now holds a
50% share. Chevron has also formed a
partnership with Shell and Mobil to
build a pipeline connecting the Kazakh-
stan oilfields to Baku, Azerbaijan, and
thenm via Turkey to Western markets.
The Chevron-led partnership is compet-
ing with the Caspian Pipeline Consor-
tium, a Russia-Kazakhstan-Oman joint
venture which is developing a pipeline
route through Russia. This would link
with the so-called Chechen By-Pass
Pipeline which Russia was obliged Lo
build after the Soviet-era pipeline link-
ing Baku’s oilfields to Russia was re-
peatedly sabotaged by Chechen gueril-
las. Russian intelligence claims the Che-
chen rebels are backed by Osama bin
Laden. The chaos in the Caucasus ef-
fectively prevented Russia from exploit-
ing the Soviet-era Baku oilfields, on the
west side of the Caspian Sea, while US
companies aggressively pursued deals
for new oilfields with Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan on the east side of the
sea--which the Soviets had never signif-
icantly developed. So here, too, Osama
was--by coincidence or design--making
himself useful to US interests.

Vice President Dick Cheney helped
broker the Chevron-Kazakhstan deal
when he sat on the Kazakhstan Oil Ad-
visory Board in the mid-1990s. Chevron
also has one former corporate board
member in the Bush Administration--
National Security Advisor Condoleezza
Rice, whose financial disclosure state-
ment indicates she held at least
$250,000 in Chevron stock and had in-
come of more than $555,000 last year.
Chevron even has a Bahamas-registered
tanker named the Condoleezza Rice
(See <www.usmm.org/socalships.
html>--Ed.)

New York's WBAI Radio reported
on September 22 that a high-ranking
aide to President Bush is linked to a
multinational oil company which was
seeking to build the pipeline across Af-
ghanistan. Zalmay Khalilzad, National
Security Council senior director for the
Persian Gulf, Southern Asia and Other
Regional Issues, was formerly employed
as a consultant by Unocal, which was
pushing the Afghan pipeline project un-
til late 1998,

On December 5, 1998, the New York
Times reported on the proposed Afghan
pipeline: "When Unocal joined the pro-
ject in 1995, it was viewed by many
analysts as the most audacious gambit
of the 1990’s oil rush in the Caspi-
an...There was to have been a 1,005-
mile oil pipeline and a companion 918-
mile natural gas pipeline, in addition to
a tanker loading terminal in Pakistan’s
Arabian Sea port of Gwadan...The com-
pany projected annual revenues of $2
billion, or enough to recover the cost of
the project in five years...Unocal opened
offices in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Paki-
stan and Turkmenistan. To help it sell
the project to the many governments in-
volved, Unocal hired senior United
States diplomats like the former Secre-
tary of State Henry A. Kissinger... Prob-
lems began with the Taliban’s capture
of the Afghan capital, Kabul, in Sep-
tember 1996. Unocal initially took a po-
sitive view of the movement’s triumph.”

Brooke Shelby Biggs writes in the
October Mother Jones that Unocal
"courted both the Taliban and the rival
Northern Alliance" to gain rights to
build a pipeline through Afghanistan--
but "paid special attention on the Tali-
ban." In 1997, the Unocal vice president
in charge of the pipeline project was
quoted as saying his company had pro-
vided "non-cash bonus payments" (o
members of the regime in return for
their cooperation. "We basically had to
‘pre-sell’ them on the idea of this pipe-
line," said Unocal spokesman Mike
Thatcher. "Some of them didn’t under-
stand the idea of profit motive. We had
10 educate them." In late 1997, a Tali-
ban delegation visited Unocal’s offices
in Sugarland, Texas, to meet with execu-
tives. A few days later, the Taliban’s
minister of mines met with the State
Department’s top official for South
Asia. The visit, which came a month af-
ter then-Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright chastised the regime for its
human-rights record, was arranged by
Unocal. According to the US Energy
Department, "In January 1998, the Tali-
ban signed an agreement that would al-
low a proposed 890-mile, $2-billion, 1.9-
billion-cubic-feet-per-day natural gas
pipeline project led by Unocal to pro-
ceed.” Bul Unocal denies a firm agree-
ment was ever reached. All the com-
pany had, says Thatcher, was a "letter of
support” signed by both Taliban and
Northern Alliance representatives. "It
wasn't a binding business deal, just a
piece of paper that basically said they
liked the idea of the project." After the
August 1998 US air strikes on Afghani-
stan in retaliation for the bombing of
US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania,
investors bailed out of the pipeline, and
Unocal abandoned the project. Tha-
tcher defended the company’s stance:

Nicoelle Schulman

"We're an oil and gas company. We go
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where the oil and gas is." He also posed
the Afghanistan pipeline as an inevita-
bility: "There is compelling economic
logic for a pipeline there. We're not go-
ing to do jt, but sooner or later, some-
one will."

The Chicago Tribune reported on
October 21 on a program at the Univer-

| sity of Nebraska's Omaha campus, the

Center for Afghanistan Studies, which
served as "a back door” to the Taliban
for US policy and intelligence intrigues--
and was underwritten by Unocal. While
ostensibly aiming to "expose Afghan
leaders to American ideas and demo-
cracy,” it continued to host high-ranking
Taliban representatives even as anti-
Taliban rhetoric in Washington grew
harsher and sanctions were instated. In
November 1997, then-Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright blasted Taliban
leaders as sadistic killers who nail ene-
mies to village walls and stone uncover-
ed women. A month later, eight top
Taliban chiefs toured the US at the
Center’s invitation. The university’s
Education Sector Support Project even
distributed thousands of textbooks to
Afghan children reflecting a Taliban-ap-
proved version of history depicting
women as second-class citizens. The
pro-democracy content of the textbooks
was edited out at the insistence of the
university’s Taliban partners, and uni-
versity plans to educate female students
and train female teachers in Afghani-
stan were "sharply limited."

Since 1986, the Center has received
over $60 million in US AID [Agency for
International Development] grants for
programs in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
and to host visits by regional leaders.
AID cancelled the grant in 1994, but
the State Department continued to
authorize the visits, and a private inter-
est stepped in to pick up the bill--Uno-
cal. The sanctions do not apply: te pri-
vate companies funding "education or
humanitarian relief efforts." Unocal ex-
ploited this loophole to bring the dele-
gation--8 Taliban reps and a Pakistani
intelligence officer--stateside to talk tur-
key in December 1997.

"The US government was encourag-
ing our engagement there (o bring sta-
bility to the country," Unocal spokesman
Barry Lane said. The Taliban visitors in-

cluded Mullah Mohammad Ghaus, Af-
ghanistan’s foreign minister; Ahmed
Jan, minister for mines and industry;
Amir Muttaqi, education minister; and
Din Muhammad, minister of planning.
The Taliban ministers were flown to
Unocal’s Houston offices for four days
of meetings. They also toured NASA
headquarters, spent several hours at a
shopping mall and attended a party at
the mansion of an oil company VP. The
group also spent two days at the Omaha
campus. Back in Afghanistan, the uni-
versity was building its training program
on a 56-acre plot in Kandahar that had
once been a US AID compound--now
with Unocal picking up the tab to tune
of $1 million.

Criticism of the program was voiced
at Unocal’s 1999 stockholder meeting in
Los Angeles, where women’s rights
groups staged protests accusing Unocal
of cutting secret deals with the Taliban.
"We were suspicious that women’s rights
would be sold out for oil," said Feminist
Majority spokeswoman Beth Raboin.

Unocal dropped the pipeline plan
when the Taliban was linked to the Af-
rica embassy bombings in 1998. No
longer receiving money from AID or
Unocal, the Omaha center closed its Af-
ghanistan program. The center still has
an office in Peshawar, Pakistan, and
employs three guards to patrol the Kan-
dahar compound.

But Bush and Cheney still have long-
standing family interests in the corpor-
ate nexus hoping to exploit the Caspian
oil. Cheney is a former CEO of Halli-
burton, a top global energy services con-
tractor with extensive investments in the
oil-rich Caspian Sea region. One Halli-
burton holding, Bredaro-Shaw, is a joint
venture with the Bin Laden Group--the
family business of the terrorist master-
mind’s father. Bredaro-Shaw and its
predecessor Bredaro-Price have worked
on pipelines in Iran, Libya and Alaska
(See <www.saudi-binladin-group.
com>--Ed.)

Bredaro-Price was partially acquired
by Dresser Industries.in 1993. In 1996,
Dresser merged with Shaw Industries
Ltd. of Canada and the holding became

Continued on Page 17
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