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As the US air war against Afghanistan got underway in response to the 

horrific September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and 

the Pentagon, one lonely voice of protest was raised by the war-torn nation's 

exiled pro-democracy dissident group. Saima Karim, spokesperson for the 

Revolutionary Association of Women of Afghanistan (RAWA), told a press 

conference in Peshawar, Pakistan, that the people of Afghanistan have 

nothing to do with the terrorists harbored by the Taliban regime, and called 

upon the US not to unleash •vast and indiscriminate military attacks. • She also 

charged that accused terrorist mastermind Osama Bin Laden is the former 

"blue-eyed boy of CIA. " 

Who Is Osama Bin Laden? 
Osama Bin Laden was born in 1955, 

the youngest of some twenty sons of 
one of Saudi Arabia's most powerful 
families. His father was a Yemeni con­
struction magnate who made a fortune 
as top contractor to the palace-happy 
Saudi royal family, and became a close 
friend of King Faisal. After a youth as a 
playboy in Beirut, in 1984, Bin Laden 
arrived in Peshawar, the Pakistan bor­
der city then serving as the key staging 
area for Afghanistan's Mujahedeen 
guerillas' Islamic fundamentalist war­
riors fighting the brutal Soviet occupa­
tion. He brought in an unmarked mili­
tary transport plane loaded with bull­
dozers and other heavy equipment, 
which he soon put to use building a net­
work of defensive tunnels, military roads 

and storage depots for the Mujahedeen. 
The equipment was furnished by his fa­
ther's Bin Laden Group, with the ap­
proval of both the CIA and the Saudi 
regime. 

The Mujahedeen were being mas­
sively funded and increasingly directed 
by the CIA at this time. Between 1980 

and 1986, the CIA provided $2 billion in 
military aid to the fundamentalist rebels, 

including $750 million in Congression­
ally-approved aid. Following a 1986 bid 
by CIA Director William Casey before 
Congress, the US provided military ad­
visors and hundreds of Stinger missiles 
to the Mujahedeen. 

The Mujahedeen also turned to the 
heroin trade to fund their war. The Af­
ghanistan-Pakistan "Golden Crescent" 
became the top global heroin source as 
Mujahedeen warlords established vast 
opium plantations in their zones of con­
trol. There was a massive guns-for-opi­
um trade through Khyber Pass, with the 
crop processed in heroin labs at Pesha­
war. Pakistan's secre·t police agency 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISi) 

established a smuggling network to de­
liver heroin to global markets as the 
CIA worked closely with ISi to support 
the Mujahedeen. Profits were laundered 
through Pakistan's Bank of Credit + 
Commerce International (BCCI), which 
went on to become the favored deposi­
tory of narco mafias and terrorists 
worldwide (and which collapsed under 
its own corruption in 1991, wiping out 
thousands of investors). 

Osama became a central figure in a 
Peshawar-based organization known as 

the Maktab al-Khidmat ("services cen­
ter"), or MAK, a clearinghouse for Mu­
jahedeen volunteers from the Arab 
world, where they were armed, briefed, 
indoctrinated and dispatched to the 

front. CIA money flowed into the MAK 
through the ISi. Osama assumed com­
mand of the MAK when its previous 
boss was assassinated in 1989, the same 
year the Soviets pulled out of Afghani­
stan and the CIA scaled back its in­
volvement. He quickly transformed the 
MAK into his Al Qaeda network of 
trained terrorists. 

Bin Laden briefly returned to Saudi 
Arabia in 1989, but, radicalized by the 
Mujahedeen, became disgusted with the 
Saudis for their corruption and close­
ness to the West. He broke with the 
Saudis entirely when they allowed US 
military troops into the country in 1991 's 
Operation Desert Storm. After a period 
in Sudan, he returned to Afghanistan 
when the Taliban took power there in 
1996. 

There are credible allegations that 
the CIA provided covert aid for the ul­
tra-fundamentalist Taliban during their 
drive to power because the warlords re­
sisting them were being backed by Rus­
sia. On March 7, the Times of India re­
ported that Selig Harrison of the DC­
based Woodrow Wilson International 

Center for Scholars told a conference in 

London that the CIA created the Tali­
ban "monster'' by providing some $3 bil­
lion for the ultra-fundamentalist militia 
in th,eir 1994-96 drive to power. Citing a 
conversation with the late Pakistam dic­
tator Gen. Zia ul-Haq, Harrison 
claimed the aid was funnelled via Paki­
stan's ISi, <!nd that the Taliban re­
mained "on the payroll" of the ISi. 

Osama's Al Qaeda network has now 

been linked to numerous terrorist at­
tacks around the world, including the 
1993 World Trade Center bombing. He 
has been convicted in the July 1998 

bombings of the US embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania and the October 2000 ex­
plosion of the USS Cole off Yemen, but 
not yet in the September 2001 WTC/ 
Pentagon attacks. 

Ironically, the USA's presidential 
family has business connections to Bin 
Laden's family. The Wall Street Journal 

reported on September 29 that Presi­
dent George W. Bush's father, ex-presi­
dent (and ex-CIA director) George 
H.W. Bush, works for the Bin Laden 
family business in Saudi Arabia through 
the Carlyle Group, an international con­
sulting firm. The senior Bush ha$ met 
with the Bin Laden family at least twice. 
Other top Republicans are also associ­
ated with the Carlyle group, such as for­
mer Secretary of State James A. Baker. 
Osama has supposedly been "disowned" 
by his family, which runs a multi-billion 
dollar business in Saudi Arabia and is a 
major investor in the senior Bush's firm. 
But some reports have questioned whe­
ther all family members have truly cut 
off Osama, and the FBI has subpoenaed 
the Bin Laden family's bank records. 

WAR ON TERRORISM OR 
WAR FOR OIL? 

Anti-war activists speculate that de­
spite the spectacular September 11 ter­
ror attacks, the hidden agenda behind 
President Bush's war drive is to estab­
lish a Pax Americana in Central Asia 
and secure the vast oil resources of the 
Caspian Basin. US oil companies have 
been neg_otiating with the post-Soviet re-
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Dick Cheney, GW Bush, Colin Powell and Osama Bin Laden contemplate their next move. 
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WHO'S FOOLING WHO? - When the World Trade Cepter got two years before 9-11, and that the hi- . 

hit on September 11, we at the jackers and their support network were 
SHADOW were shocked and angry. under surveillance for several years 
This was an attack on OUR city and an prior to 9-11. This would have allowed 
attack on US. As we witnessed the col- plenty of time for upgrading airport se-
lapse of the towers, saw the falling bo- curity and maybe even detaining the 
dies, toured the wreckage and choked pre-hijackers as they attended US flight 
on the noxio&~smoke, we were mad as training schools under the eye of the 

hell. Like Jrli rwe~ ti:,~e felt the same feds, IF they had wanted to prevent the 
ctesire for sb6 e qu ~ t evenge--some- 9-11 attacks. 
body had to pay for this BIG TIME!! 

Then, be.fore we started following History Repeats: 
the herd waving American flags and get- * 1898: US Battleship Maine blown ·up 
ting it tatooed on our asses, we took the by Americans in Cuba and used as an · 
time to study and analyze what's excuse to jump-start the Spanish-Amer-
REALLY going on. We realize that this ican War wherein the US steals Spanish 
sort of thing has happened before and territory in the American Hemisphere, 
that it would be foolish not to consider including Cuba and the Phillipines, and 
that elements of the CIA and/or the leads to the building of the Panama 
Bush Administration had some involve- Canal. 
ment in the events of September 11. * 1933: Reichstag Fire in Germany set 
Consider the {ollo~ ing methods and by a lone communist used as an excuse 
how they have_ been applied: to outlaw all opposing political parties 

and fuels Hitler's rise to power in Nazi 
Prepare Public O_pinion/ Demon- Germany. 
ize The E_nemy Before Acting·: * 1939: Phony Polish "invasion" 'of Ger-

* Fo~ approximately 1-2 years prior to many gives Hitler excuse for subsequent . 

'- the 9-11 at~ac;ks, the media regularly invasion of Poland by Germany. 

reported on patheti~ ai~port se~urity, * 1941: Pearl Harbor: President Roose-
underpaid and uncaring baggage chec~: velt sets up _Navy for attack by Japanese_ 
ers and handlers, and the ability of and gets justification for US entry into 

passengers to bring weapons and sharp World War Two: 

objects aboard plan~s. Jlrothing was 
".' 1962: Northwoods Plan: US govern- : 

done about thi~ but ty 9-1!, the pu~lic 
ment plans to get US to invade Cuba by 

had b~en, prepped to accept how the 
destroying US prope~ty and killing 

planes were·_so e·asily hijacked. · 
Americans. 

* For several years be(oJe 9~11 , the * 1964: Gulf _of Tonkin Incident Presi-
Taliban governing body in Afgpani stan 

<;lent Johnson declares falsely that _North . 
was regulary demonized in the US Vietµam had attacked US ship, justify- . 
media with reports on their mistreat-

ing further escal~tion of the Vietnam 
ment of women, fo.rcing men to grow 

Conflict. 
beards, the blowing up Of 2,000-year.:Old * 2002: World Trade Center's twin 
Buddhist statues, etc. It has since beeri' 

towers and Pentagon hit by hifacked . 
revealed that the Bush Administration 

passenger jets gives President Bush an 
had been planning an invasion of Af-

excuse. to invade Afghanistan, though it 
ghanistan long before 9-11 , but with the 

is revealed that the hijackers were 
public thirsty for revenge and their 

Saudis. 
opinion on the Taliban prepared, they 

went right along with the plan. (This Who Benefits? 
method worked like a charm in 1993, 

* Most immediately, President Bush 
when the always co-operative media 

gains legitimacy and public support that 
joined the Clinton 'Administration's 

eluded him due to the stolen 2000 elec-
demonizatiop of David Koresh and the 

tion; he gets "highest approval rating," 
Davidians jn Waco, Texas before sol-

diers burned them to a cdsp--polls later 
according to the media; Congress and 

taken claimed that a majority of people 
Senate agree, in the name of "unity," to . 

thought that the Davidians were crazy 
pass any repressive legislation Bush's 

and deserved to be killed!!) 
handlers want in the name of fighting 

"terrorism," including expanding FBI 

~ The Big Lie: powers and creating Office of Home-

* Are we to believe that just moments land Security. No one raises a fuss out 

after the planes hit the WTC towers, in of fear of being detained or being ac-

the middle of all the smoke, dust, de- cused of sponsoring terrorism. Those . 

bris, falling objects and chaos, an FBI who used deceit to attain power are now 

man walking up Broadway recovered using further deception to attain more 

the intact, unsinged passport belonging power while removing opposition. 

to lead hijacker Mohammad Atta that · ·* New powers for those_ responsible for 

just happened to land at his feet? (This security lapses, who ignored information 

reminds us of the recovery of the Magic and who allowed the WTC attacks to 

Bullet in the JFK assassination on a take place. Does anyone question why 

hospital stretcher in pristine condition new powers are needed when the Feds, 

after allegedly hitting JFK and the Gov- who knew of existing plots and were in-

ernor of Texas in who knows how many vestigating/ihfiltra ting/monitoring groups 

different spots!!) and members of "terror cells" before 9-

* How was it that the mainstream me- 11 , ignored or failed to act on what they 

dia was able to reveal the photos, knew? Not long before 9-11, new pow-

names and nationalities of the hijackers ers t?eing sought- by the Bush Admini-

the day after the WTC attacks? (This stration were being denied by Congress. 

again reminds us of the FBI giving the Now they have a blank check to get 

media a detailed dosier on JFK's ac- whatever they want and to spend as 

cused assassin Oswald just hours after much as they want to get it. 

the assassination, though Oswald was * New legislation such as FISA (Foreign 

~ 
supposed to have been an unknown Intelligence Surveillance Act], the Pa-

"lone nut.") triot Act and the Anti-Terrorism Act 

allows the government arbitrary inde-

It has since been revealed that the finite detentions of anyone without 

CIA + FBI were aware of plans to hi- charges being filed, no bail required, no 

jack planes and hit buildings for at least evidence presented, and no hearings. 

..,.. 

Security Through Insecurity 
Increase the level of paranoia. ... bombs in the metro ... . bombs in Oklahoma. ... bombs in 

the World Trade Center .. .. bom_bs in Mururoa .... Who are the real terrorists? 

Edam Salem, who was a key witness in the so-called NYC terrorism conspiracy, was a 

paid informant for the FBI and was also working with the FBI before the bombing of 

the World _Trade Center. (See SHADOW #34--Ed.) Salem was the one who set up a 

hidden video camera and taped a "bomb making class" thereby entrapping the partici­

pants when the-secret tape was used as damning evidence, claiming that the fertilizer 
and fuel oil bomb they were cooking up was meant for the U.N., the Uncoln and Hol­

land Tunnels, and the Federal Building in Lower Manhattan. Even though no bombs 

ever went off in any of those locations, all were found guilty of sedition (through an ob­

scure, 19th century law not invoked since the American Civil War) .... Muslim Fundamen­

talist Terrorists .... that was the catchy phrase. Enough to inspire fear in the pub-

lic .. .. enough to convince them that the new "anti-terrorist" la~s are meant to "protect" 

them. 

Was the US government (or at least the FBI) complicit in the so-called terrorist bomb­

ings? If so, their strategy seems to be working. The new anti-terrorist laws recently 

· passed seriously erode civil liberties and bring the US ·closer to a· police state. _ r 

The new laws provide increased police powers, surveillance of the general population 

through use and development of technology and tactical training for a growing number 

of police and military, in preparation for urban warfare and counter-terrorism opera­

tions. What happened to the Constitution? How did the government get the general 

public to accept greater police control over their lives without provoking large scale re­

volt? Create fear of terrorism and identify a defined enemy, and the general public will 

give up privacy and civil liberties in favor of "security." · 

Whether the bombs are in the metro, Oklahoma, or fn .the Pacific atolls of Polynesia, 

the bombs themselves merely fuel the _real weapon: FEAR. A fear that the ordinary 

suddenly becomes deadly .... a fear which provokes irrationality .... a f~a( which begs for 
protection ... . at any cost. · · ·' 

The message of the state: Create a State of Insecurity in order to estaqljsh security -­

by any means. 

Ask yourselves -- is this what you want?. 

.' 

(Paul Garrin, NYC, 11/3/95) 
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V ✓ I-IAT THEY TELLYl\1 
* Petroleum interests can now exploit 

vast oil wealth in Central Asia and get 

their pipeline built through Afghanistan 

now that the pesky Taliban is no longer 
an obstacle. 

We at the SHADOW are not claim­
ing to have all the answers, but when 

you consider everything in a historical 

and even in a conspiratorial context, you _ 

can't help but smell a rat. If you find it 
hard to accept that our government 

could have played a role in allowing 

more than 3,000 deaths on September 

11 as "collateral damage" to facilitate 

their agenda and acquire more power, 

just remember what Nazi Propaganda 

Minister Joseph Goebbels once said: 

"The bigger the.lie, the easier it is be­
lieved." 

If you want to know more, keep 

reading the SHADOW. If all of this is 

too much for you, then you can always 

buy a pack of American flag stickers 

and magnets to display your "loyalty"--of 
course, they're all made in China!! 

ffll: 11-tU)OW 
~OM!! 



The Strange History of the 
Pledge of Allegiance 

By A. Kronstadt 

, The Pledge of Allegiance to the 
United States flag has been a national­
istic exercise that almost all of us have 
been made to participate in at one 
point in ou~ lives or another. Although 
the pledge is often made out to be a 
great tradition dating far back in the 
nations history, it is essentially a 
twentieth century institution which has 
become more important with the 
heightened need to instill warlike senti­
ments among the American people 
during the two world wars of the last 

century. 
The Ninth District Court of Appeals 

in San Francisco ruled last June that 
the Constitution prohibits the word 
god from being recited as part of the 
pledge, but this is a side issue. Reli­
gious people, indeed, fundamentalist 
religious people with a high degree of 
fervor, were instrumental in winning 

some of the greatest victories for the 
First Amendment in American history 
because they believed in pledging 

their Allegiance only to god. 
The original version of the Pledge of 

Allegiance was written in 1892 by Fran­
cis Bellamy, a Baptist minister who 
was part of a committee that wrote a 
program for the celebration, in public 
schools, of the 400th anniversary of 
Columbus' landing in America. Bel-

' lamys original pledge, published in 

the September 1892 issue of the Bos­
ton magazine Youths Companion, 
read: "I pledge allegiance to my Flag 
and the Republic for which it starids, 
one nation, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all. " T~e well-meaning Mr. 
Bellamy, brother of Edward Bellamy, 
author of the famous utopian novel 
"Looking Backward," was himself a 
protessed "Christian Socialist" and had 
originally included the word "equality" 
along with "liberty and justice." Bel­
lamy, however, removed it in response 
to the objections of the school superin­
tendants who would be supervisin·g 

the Columbus celebrations; some of 

these men did not agree with equality 
for women, African-Ame.ricans, Ameri­
can Indians, and others. Bellamy spe­
cified that his Pledge should be recited 

with the right hand raised in the ges­
ture of an oath. 

The pledge became commonplace 
in American schools after president 

Benjamin Harrison recommended its 
adaptation in 1893, but took on addi­
tional significance when the United 
States entered World War I in 1917, 
and more and more state govern­
ments passed laws making recitation 
of the pledge compulsory in public 
and even private schools. The years 
immediately following the war were 

marked by a climate of xenophobia 
and anti-radical hysteria in whiph the 
American Legion and other patriotic 
groups terrorized dissidents, ranging 
from labor activists to religious paci­
fists. This also extended to people with 
German surnames, many of whose 
families had been in the U.S. for gen­
erations. There were many incidents in 
which mobs attempted to force people 
to recite the Pledge of Allegiance un­
der threat of being beaten or tarred 
and feathered. 

In 1923, the same year that a re­
strictive immigration law cut off virtually 
all immigration to the U.S., the National 
Flag Conference, under pressure from 
the American Legion and the Daugh­
ters of the American Revolution, 
chan~ed the words ."my Flag" in Bel­
lamys original pledge to "the Flag of 
the United States of America." The 
theory was that some of the foreign­
born might be thinking of the flag of 
the old country when reciting the 
pledge. Francis Bellamy publicly ob­
jected to the change. 

One might ask, what happened be­
tween the year 1892, when an idealis­
tic educator wrote the orlginal well-in­
tentioned words of affection for the 
land of his birth, and 1923, when these 
same words had turned these words 
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into an oath of war and a slogan of 
lynch mobs. During that time, years of 
war and preparation for war transpired 
in America, especially after 1914 when 

the Great War erupted in Europe. As 

the U.S. geared up for war, measures 
of social control unknown in the 19th 
century were undertaken in the name 

of the war effort. Starting in 1917, the 
year that Congress declared war on 
Germany, alcoholic beverages were 
prohibited as detrimental to military 
preparedness, and the ban was later 
codified in the 18th Amendment to the 
Constitution. Political activists and 
labor organizers were jailed, factories 

were placed under military control, and 
American society was mobilized and 
regimented as never before. Schools 
were militarized and the P~dge of Al­
legiance was made compulsory in 
schools all over the country. Veterans 
of the Great War organized the Ameri­
can Legion, which preached an ideolo­
gy of 100% Americanism, with the 
Pled~e as a kind of oath to prove 
ones loyalty. The Pledge of Alle­
giance had gone from a patriotic to..a 
nationalist oath no different from the 
oath to the Kaiser of Germany, the 
Emperor of Japan, or the Communist 

Party of the Soviet Union. 
In the years leading up to U.S. in­

volvement in the Second _World War, 
the pledge of Allegiance was a central 
theme in one of the most dismal epi­
sodes of religious persecution in t_he 
U.S. since colonial times. In 1936, the 
leader of the Jehovahs Witnesses, 
Joseph F. Rutherford, had preached in 
a sermon that reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance amounted to worshipping a 
graven image as prohibited by the Old 
Testament. Thousands of German Je­
hovahs Witnesses were being arrest­
ed at the time for refusing to say "Heil 
f-iitler" or to participate in the countless 
other nationalistic rituals that had been 
made part of the lives of Germans, 
and Rutherford dared to state that rais­
ing ones right hand to salute the flag 
resembled the Nazi Heil Hitler salute. 

Jehovahs Witnesses throughout Am­
erica heeded the new doctrine of their 
religion and told their children to stop 
saluting the flag. The laws that had 
been enacted in many states during 
World War I prescribed that any stu­
dent who refused to raise his or her 
right hand and recite the Pledge of Al­
legiance would be suspended from 
school, and, in addition to that, the 
parents coul,d be held responsible for 
the childrens illegal absence from 
school and be imprisoned for neglect. 
In Topeka, Kansas in 1940, two Wit­
nesses' children of fourteen and nine 
refused to salute, and were made 

SEARCH AND DESTROY 
BYTEDRALL 

wards of the court. The judge sen­
tenced their mothers to a year's im­
prisonment. The American Legion 
stirred up mobs to invade the homes 
of Witnesses, who were threatened 
with beatings unless they recited the 

Pledge of Alleg iance on the spot. Wit­
ness meeting halls were att?cked and 
burnt, members of the sect were ar­
rested en masse charged with criminal 

syndicalism, blasphemy, and flag 

desecration. 
The Witnesses, a well-endowed and 

aggressive evangelical corporation, liti­

gated incessantly again~U ~r,i[; perse­

cutors. In 1940, thp,§~8~~~1p ourt 
dismissed the Witne~~~. .Gla~m in the 
case of Miners~lle School Board vs. 
Gobitis. In that case, Justice· Felix 
Frankfurter wrote a majority decision, 
signed on by six of the nine justices, 
stating that the need for national unity 
superceded the right of the individual 

to free speech. 
However, after the U.S. went to war 

with Nazi Germany, the tide began to 
turn in favor of the Witnesses due to 
revulsion of the ultra-nationalism of the 
Nazis. In 1943, the case of W. Virginia 
Bd. of Education vs. Barnette, the high 
court ruled 8 to 1 that forcing Ameri­
can children to recite the Pledge of Al­
legiance was unconstitutional. 

At the time that all of these events 
were taking place, the Pledge of Alle­
giance did not include the word god, 
and the people who were invoking 
god were the ones refusing to pledge 
allegiance to the ·flag. In 1954, Presi­
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower, signed a 
law ~dding the words "under god" to 

the pledge. lronically1 Eisenhower was 
raised as a .Jehovahs Witness, and 
carefully hid his religious background 
as he rose to become a five star gen­
eral and Commander-in-Chief. The re­
ference to god was intended as a 
poke at the Soviets, who, unlike our 
earlier national enemies, took an offi­
cially atheist stance. 

God or no god, everybody knows 
that the Pledge of Allegiance is not 
really voluntary--that childr!3n are 
forced to do it and that their parents 
feel forced io put up with it too be­
cause otherwise they will have to lay 
too heavy a nonconformist trip on the 
child at too early an age. Making chil­
dren recite words over and over again 
until they. believe them is ,not a good 
way to teach love of ones country or 
anything else. The good qualities of 
American society are as self-evident as 
the bad ones, and the only way to tell 
the difference between the two is to 
acquire the power of critical thinking, 
which is and always will be the anti­
thesis of pledges, salutes, and other 
forms of brainwashing. 

THE. SCHOOLS ARt 
GtTTiNG RlD or IT. 
BUT THEV'RE JUST 
OBE'flNG THE (;OORT. 
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TENANTS 

P.RESS 

POLITICIANS 

TO RENEW-NY 

.RENT LAWS 
By A. Kronstadt 

In June of Z.Olli' the estimated two and a 
half million~ ® >coniolled . and rent 
stabilized tehinf§'1~ 1imw York City will 
face another fearful cliffhanger in which· a 
handful of conservative Republican 
legislators from far upstate will attempt to 
allow these laws to expire. An expiration 
of New York City's rent regulations would 
radically change the face of NYC as 
landlords take advantage of this 
opportunity to hike rents and displace 
long term residents of apartments. 

A Brief History of Rent Regulations 

Landlords of New York City apartments 
have been required to observe certain 
limitations on rents since World War I, 
and in the period after World War II and 
into the early 1950s, all apartments, 
including those in two-family dwellings, 
had been subject to the original rent 
control system, which required landlords 
to apply to the City for the right to hike 
rents . After the end of the administration 
of Fiorello H. La Guardia , who had been 
a supporter of the retention of rent 
controls into the post war period, the laws 
gradually became weakened . In 1953, 
two family houses were decontrolled. 
Under the Urstadt . Law passed by 
Republican legislators and Governor 
Ne/son Rockefeller, rent control passed 
under State administration and New York 
Ci\'y was forbidden to pas·s rent control 
legislation more stringent than that 
passed by the State Legislature. In 1971, 
all empty apartments were decontrolled, 
but the wave of landlord terrorism and 
disp/acementthat accompanied "vacancy 
decontrol" forced the State Legislature, in 
197 4, to reinstitute the laws in the 
modified form of the rent stabilization 
system, covering all buildings with over 
six apartments that had previously been 
rent controlled. The rent stabilization laws 

established a system whereby panels, 
known as Rent Guidelines Boards, would 
establish legal rent increases for 
apartments within the system based on 
criteria such as the costs of operating a 
building . The increases have varied in 
amount over the past ten years from as 
low as 3% and as high as 9% for two year 
lease renewals by existing tenants. 

The rent stablization laws presently in 
effect were designed by Republican 
legislators during the administration of 
Republican governor Nelson Rockefeller 
They greatly weakened the rent 
regulation system and gave landlords 
much wider latitude in raising rents. For 
example, the reformed rent laws did not 
cover buildings built after the laws were 
enacted in 1974, so new buildings are 
automatically exempt from any rent 
regulations. In the 1980s, laws relating to 
the conversion of rental buildings into 
cooperatives were set up such that any 
apartment turned into a co-op would be 
exempt from the rent stabilization laws. 
Furthermore, weaknesses were built into 
the legislation itse'lf allowing it to be 
gutted in the future--for instance, the rent 
laws would have a "sunset" provision, 
whereby they would expire automatically 
if not renewed by both houses of the 
Legislature for a specific number of 
years. With each renewal, the laws were 
further weakened. In the late 1980s, 
"luxury decontrol" provisions were added 
which removed apartments from the 
system after their legal rent under the rent 
stablization system exceeded $2000 per 
month. In order to imagine how many 
apartments have been removed from all 

rent protections under "luxury decontrol," 
all one has to do is think of the number of 
small , ordinary apartments in the city that 
now rent for that amount. In 1997, the last 
time the laws were renewed , the vacancy 
increase allowed to a landlord at the time 
a regulated apartment becomes vacant 
was increased from 8% to 20% of the 
existing rent. 

Renew in 2002 

At the end of the battle over the renewal 
of the "sunsetting" rent regulations in 
1997, the State Legislature agreed on a 
proposal that greatly weakened the laws 
but extended them until- June of 2003. 
2003 is an off-year election and 
politicians have less reason to worry 
about a backlash from tenants if the 
Legislature weakens the rent laws, or if 
State Senate Speaker Joseph Bruno tries 
to block renewal altogether as in 1997. 
There have been moves in both houses 
of the legislature to push up the renewal 
to 2002, a year in which Gov. George 
Pataki is running for re-election. The 
Democrat-controlled State Assembly has 
already passed a bill renewing the rent 
laws, but Bruno has blocked similar bills 
from being brought to the floor in the 
Senate. True to form, Bruno's comment 
on the subject was "this year we'll deal 
with terrorists and next year with tenants ." 
Tenant activists have targeted Pataki and 
insistent that he endorse the Renew in 
2002 campaign, but so far the Governor 
has remained silent on the.renewal issue 
as he runs around being feted'by landlord 
organizations . Unless Pataki says 
something to him, Speaker Bruno is 
unlikey to budge on renewal in 2002. 

The Prospects for 2003 

With the rent laws approaching sunset in 
2003, there are a number of factors that 
may influence the battle to get them 
renewed. The Republican majority in the 
State Senate is becoming narrower with 
the election of Liz Kruger, a Democrat, to 
the Manhattan Senate seat formerly held 
by Republican Roy Goodman. Kruger is a 
strong supporter of rent regulatio-ns and is 
one of the sponsers of the Renew in 2002 
campaign. Republican Senator Guy 

Kate Millett & 
The Suicide 

Parlor 
By Theresa Byrnes 

(excerpts from ''The Suicide 
Parlor" by Kate Millett) 

Kate Millett. artist and author of Sexual 

Politics (amongst many other books) has led 

the feminist movement over the past thirty 

years and is now being evicted. Kate came 

to New York to be an artist in the 1950's. 

Ten books and more than 50 exhibitions 

later, and after living half a century on the 

Bowery, the city of New York has notified 

Kate that they intend to destroy the city 

owned building at 295 Bowery where she 

has lived for over 25 years. 

As ~ate began to fight for the life of the 

building, she unearthed a hidden heritage 

that the city is anxious to bury. In 1899, 

295 B'owery was "McGurk's Bar", 

infamously known as the "Suicide Parlor". 

The number of legally underage prostitutes 

distinguished McGurk's. To further tarnish 

its already scandalous reputation, twelve 

teenaged prostitutes publicly committed 

suicide, with one swig of deadly poison, a 

vial of carbolic acid (know as Paris Green) 

purchased for ten cents from Von der 

Emde's drug store at 313 Bowery, now 

CBGB's Gallery. As Bessie Levery ended her 

life in front of the boisterous crowd at 

McGurk's, they jeered at her. 

Punitive and thoughtl.ess attitudes still 

predominate regarding the struggle of the 

oppressed : Presently, Assistant 

Commissioner James Lima is appalled that 

Kate, along with other tenants of 295 

Bowery are attempting to memorialize the 

Velella of the Bronx, an intimate of Bruno 
and a very tough nut in 1997, has been 
indicted on corruption charges and may 
be out of the picture in 2003. If the City 
economic picture remains poor, the 
Legislature may be reluctant to tamper 
with with a rent regulation system that 
has stabilized not only the rents but the 
lives of many post Sept 11 unemployed. 
Then, of course, · 2003 is an off-year 
election and the pols have less reason to 
worry about the consequences of abusing 
tenants, who constitute a huge part of the 
electorate. 

Historically it has been the unwillingoess 

295 Bowery-days numbered? 
http:/ /295bowery.com 

fatal actions of the young women by saving 

the building that was the site of what he 

terms such "unpleasantness." Given that 

nearly all U.S historical sights 

commemorate the masculine activity of war, 

the possibility that these women were 

casualties of another sort is a logic that 

continues to be unavailable. Historical sites 

relating to women are scarce and constitute 

only six percent of the total in this country. 

of tenants to tolerate displacement, and 
the collective determination· of 
communities to survive, that have 
inspired tenant activism and kept New 
York 's rent regulation system in effect 
through so many attempts to eliminate it. 
For instance, several thousand tenants 
broke through police lines and flooded 
the streets of midtown Manhattan during 
a key demonstration in 1997, and 
headlines screaming "Rent Rage" clearly 

rattled Bruno's attempt to scuttle the rent 
laws. Whatever the political climate, 
tenants will have to take the streets in 
2003. 

If 295 Bowery is turned to dust and is 

supplanted with blank high rise market 

housing, official power will have buried its • 

past in order to expunge it. Then it will be as 

if it never happened. No one will ever have 

to notice these women's deaths: an 

appalling specter never dealt with, formally 

and publicly never acknowledged. 

If we forget them we forget the truth and 

submit all over again and remain 

subordinate to the bullying of moneyed 

power and the iron rule of class, caste and 

gender, which gave these young woman 

nothing to live for and still insists they died 

for nothing at all. Then the humanity of all 

women is belittled and punished with 

silence, interred in the rubble, so 

meaningless as to have never taken place. 

Now Kate Millett fights to save 295 Bowery 

as a Women 's Museum in tribute to these 

desperate and defiant young woman so that 

finally their voices may be heard. Kate co­

conjured and rode the feminist wave of the 

1970's while residing in 295 the Bowery, 

"the toughest street in America." Recently 

she became aware of the girls held in the 

basement one hundred years before and 

enslaved by McGurk in the storefront bar 

two floors beneath her. It is as though their 

spirits have been playing upon her all this 

time, and it is time that we remember them. 

Kate has mounted an exhibition containing a 

collection of documents, photographs and 
correspondence with The City Of New York, 

regarding the proposed destruction of 295, 

The Bowery - NOHO Gallery 530 W25'h St. 

4th Fl. NY, NY 10001. Tues-Sat JJ-6pm212-

367 7036 - UNTIL JULY 13. Kate 's 

wonderful essay "The Suicide Parlour" is/or 

sale at her exhibition or at 
www.shadowshop.com 
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You Ate Them Today 

By Debbie Schwarz 

Most people are aware that geneti­
cally-engineered (GE) foods are on the 
market, that they're not labeled, and 

that they're controversial. But do you 
realize that you've eaten them today? In 

all likelihood, you began eating GE pro­

ducts when they came to market in 
1998, and you've eaten an increasing 

amount every year since. Coca-Cola, 
Morningstar Garden Burgers, Kelloggs 
Corn Flakes, Ragu Tomato Sauce, and 

Hershey's Kisses are all genetically-en­

gineered. 
Approximately 70% of processed su­

permarket foods contain GE ingredi­
ents. That's not surprising when you 

realize that GE crops are growing on 
millions of acres of U.S. farmlands. De­

pending on the source, 50-60% of soy­
beans and cotton, 25-35% of corn, and 

smaller percentages of canola, potatoes, 
squash, tomatoes, and papaya are gen­

etically-modified. 

Crops like soybeans and corn are 
processed into oils, flours, starches, and 
syrups, which are fundamental to many 

packaged foods. 
GE crops supply farm animals with 

feed, so the meat and poultry you eat is 
likely to come from animals raised on 

GE food. In the next few years, hun­
dreds of thousands of new genetically­

engineered plants and animals will be . 
brought into the environment. 

Rob The Poor and 
Feed The Rich 

Imagine owning the world's food sup­
ply. Monsanto has. Genetically-modified 
seeds are patented, and fa rmers using 

them must buy new seeds from Monsan-

to every year. . 
Monsanto has.focused on engineering 

the world's staple crops so that Africa 

will be dependent on them for rice, In­

dia for cotton, the U .S. for potatoes, 
and so on. Farmers on every continent 
will end up paying Monsanto for each 
seed they plant. The public relations 

powers of this agri-chemical conglomer­
ate are terrific: they have marketed 
Agent Orange, rBGH in milk, and the 
PCBs still contaminating the Hudson 

River. 
Now their "Golden Rice'' is touted as 

a panacea to third world vitamin A defi­

ciencies, and will be planted in fields 

worldwide without long-term testing for 

human health consequences or consider­
ation to indigenous farming and econo­

mies. 

How To Find A Monkey 
In The Dark 

In addition to the worldwide political 
implications of patenting life forms, and 

having the food supply dominated by 
Monsanto, DuPont, Novartis, and a few 

others, there are the hurpan health and 
environmental considerations of this ex­

perimental technology. Crops. are gen­
etically modified, for a desired trait. 

For instance, modified corn contains 
a gene for the popular herbicide Bt to 

NEW YORI CITY POSTIWII 

Your sealed 
letters malled 

from New 
York City for 
$1 .00 each 

increase pest resistance; modified straw­

berries contain a flounder gene for frost 

resistance; and jellyfish genes were re­
cently inserted into a rhesus monkey for 

luminescence. Unlike Bt herbicide 

spray, which has been safely applied to 

organic crops for over 50 years, the 
gene product cannot be washed off, and 
is eaten in every bite of the vegetable. 

Since the FDA does not require test­

ing of GE technology, the long-term ef­
fects of consuming a thousand-fold in­
crease of this herbicide in concentrated 

doses remains unknown. Many genetic 

engineering techniques use an antibiotic 
gene as a "marker" to indicate the suc­

cess of the gene implant into the target­

ed species. 

In 1999, the British Medical Associ­
ation issued a report calling for the pro­
hibition of antibiotic marker genes say­

ing "antibiotic resistance is-one of the 

major public health threats that will be 
faced in the 21st century." 

Food Aid Makes Me Sick 
Already there have been reports of 

allergic reactions to GE foods, most 
notably in 2000 when Aventis' Starlink 

corn, approved only for animal con­

sumption, turned up in 300 packaged 
foods, such as Kraft's Taco Shells. 

Two hundred people reported relat­
ed illnesses, foods were recalled,. and 

Aventis is buried under so many law­
suits that they sold their biotech division 
to Bayer. Unfortunately, this recall did 
not end the environmental tragedy. 

On June 13, 2002, the Bolivian For­

um on Environment and Development 

(FOBOMADE) issued a statemt:nt of 
outrage when a U.S. government ship­

ment of food aid corn and seed was re­
vealed to contain not only Starlink corn, 
but two varieties of Monsanto's GE 
corn as well. 

In addition to the usual human 

health fears, FOBOMADE emphasized 
. the critical need to protect the biodiver­

sity of the birthplaces of corn from gen­
etic contamination, and demanded that 

GE crops not be sent as food aid to 
countries without biosafety regulations. 

Africa, China, Korea, Zimbabwe, Ni­
caragua, and other undeveloped nations 

have also been pressured by the U.S. to 
accept unlabeled, genetically-engineered 

food and seeds. 

Hitting Close To Home 
The U.S. government has no motiva­

tion to monitor the shipping of GE 

foods to countries that will exchange 
political favors for golden rice and such. 

Domestically, these creations are 
churned out as quickly as you can say 

mice with human ears because the FDA 

is peppered_with former Monsanto ex­

ecuti.ves. 
And }Vhile your b.ackyard still has or­

ganic food stores and farmer's markets, 

98% of this coqntry's produce is conven­

tionally grown, making it fair game for 
Monsan~o. 

Where are you going to go then? 

(For more info, check.out: anti-GE organ­

ization at < www.sosfood.org>; Organic 

Consumers Association-at < www.purefood. 

org > ; GE Food Arert Campaign·center at 

< www.gefood alert.erg > ; Download your 

own labels to use at Food Emporium at 

<www.label this.erg>; monthly environ­

mental/political web magazine with ' news 

by and for the people' at <www.ground 

score. org >; Northeast Resistance Against 

Genetic Engineering at <www.nerage. 

org>; Greenpeace's anti-GE site at <www. 

truefoodnow.org >. Voice Your Opinion to 

Rick DeSanta, Corporate Affairs at A+ P/ 

Food Emporium: 201.571.4495 
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PROTESTORS 
FAST AGAINST 

FRANKEN FOODS 

Buttressed by a 30-foot corn cob, 
activists from SOS Food on Manhat­
tan's Lower East Side staged a 3-day 

hunger strike protesting Food Empori­
um's sale of genetically-engineered 
(GE) foods on June 20. 

The volunteers, stationed outside 
the supermarket's Union Square loca­
tion, have targeted Food Emporium 
because its parent company, A+P, 
does not sell any GE ingredients in 
food sold at their European stores. 
Hungry protesters, inundated with in­
quiries and support from passersby, 
collected hundreds of signatures for 
postcards directed to Christian Haub, 
the CEO of A&P. 

The protest culminated in a celebra­
tory breakfast with costumes, food, 
and performances led by Reverend 
Billy and The Church of Stop Shop­
ping. "The energy and concern at to­
day's demonstration is terrific. That 
much power can convince Food Em­
porium to stop .sell ing untested, unla­
beled, unsafe food," said Howard 
Brandstein, Executive Director of the 
Sixth Street Community Center where 
SOS Food is based. SOS Food's su­
permarket campaigns part of the GE 
Free Markets Coalition, a national effort 

to create a groundswell of activism 
pressuring supermarkets to remove 
genetically engineered ingredients· 

from their stores. Safeway super-mar-

ket executives, pressured by West 
Coast activists, recently agreed to 
meet and hear the issues. The group 
works on a variety of projects to pro­
tect safe food, including lobbying le­
gislators in Albany and advocating 
NYC school boards to ban milk con­
taining Bovine Growth Hormone. 

Later in the summer, volunteers will 
wildpost Manhattan with a campaign 
about "cereal killers" and "weapons­
grade salmon". SOS Food meets year 
round on Wednesday nights at 7:30 
pm (except in August) at: 638 East 6th 
Street on the 2nd Floor. , 

(For more info, contact SOS Food at 

21 2.529. 9720 or go to <www.sosfood. 

org>. Also check out GE Free Markets 

Coalition <www.gefreemarkets.org>) 

ADVERTISE IN THE SHADOW!! 
Do you have something to sell? 

Would ·you like to reach m9re than 5000 

independent-minded people in New Vork City, 

the U.S. and around the world? · 

Then Put your AD where it will -do the most 

for you and support NV's only underground newspaper at 

the same time! 

SHADOW PRESS 
P.O. BOX 20298, N\',N\' 10009 
Email: shadow@mediafilter .or && 

http://shadowpress.org 
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SUSPENDED AIR FORCE 
OFFICER: BUSH COMPLICIT 

IN 9-'11 ATTACKS 
Lt. Col. Steve Butler, a suspended Air 
Force officer who accused President 
Bush of allowing the 9-11 attacks to 
prop up his presiqency, will face "non­
judicial" punishment but will not be 
court marti~l~ Butler, a 24-year Air 
Force veteran w.li'o sery,ed as a combat 

pilot in opf rail\\P ~~h Storm and 
was most recently posted at Monterey's 

Defense Language Institute, published 
his letter on May 26 in the local news­
paper accusing Bush of "sleazy and con­
temptible" conduct aimed at boosting 
his political ends. "Of course Bush knew 
about the impending attacks on Amer­
ica," Butler wrote. "He did nothing to 
warn the American people because he 
needed this war on terrorism. His daddy 

• had Saddam and he needed Osama." 
Butler was suspended as vice chancellor 
of the Defense Language Institute un­
der Article 88 of the Uniform Code of 

Mjlitary Justice, which states that any 
commissioned officer who uses "con­
temptuous words" against the president 
or other senior officials may be pun­
ished by a court-martial. The last Article 
88 court-martial came in 1965, when an 
Army second lie•utenant was prosecuted 
for taking part in an anti-war protest in 
Texas. (Reuters, 6/15/02) 

ANTI-TERROR PROSECUTOR: 
INTELLIGENCE 

FORESHADOWED 9-11 
The Bush administration's top anti"ter­
rorism prosecutor said the US had am­
p\e evidence that a devastating terrorist 
attack on US soil was likely long before 
SeptemQer 11. Assistant Attorney Gen­
eral Michael Chertoff cited nearly a de­
cade's worth of hints that foreign terror­
ists were targeting the US, though he 
stopped short of saying there was speci­
fic information that could have prevent­
ed the attacks._ "As of Septem~er 10th, 
each of us knew everything we needed 
to know to tell us there. was a possibility 
of what happened on ·september 11th," 
Chertoff said duripg a commencement 
speech to Seton Hall Law School gradu­
ates. Among the warning signs cited by 
Chertoff: the 1993 bombing of the 
WTC, a mid-'90s plan in which an Is­
lamic radical was convicted of plotting 
to blow up New York landmarks and 

assassinate the pope, a death sentence 
pronounced on Americans by Osama 
bin Laden in the late 1990s, and the 
thwarted millennium bombing plot at . 
Los Angeles International Airport."We 
knew the World Trade Center was a 
target," said Chertoff, who was the US 
attorney for New Jersey when the WTC 
was attacked in 1993. "We knew an air­
plane could be used as a weapon." 
(Associated Press, 6/1/02) ) 

1999 REPORT WARNED OF 
9-11-TYPE ATTACKS 

Two years before 9-11, an analysis pre­
pared for US intelligence warned that 
Osama bin Laden's terrorists could hi-

tember 1999 report, "Sociology and Psy­
chology of Terrorism: Who Becomes a 
Terrorist and Why?" described suicide 
hijacking as one of several retaliatory 
attacks al-Qaeda might seek for the 

1998 l;JS air-strike 0 against bin Laden's 
camps in Afghanistan. The report was 
written by the Federal Research Divi­
sion, an arm of the Library of Congress 
that provides research for federal agen­
cies. Bush administration officials have 
repeatedly said no one in government 
had imagined such an attack. "I don't 
think anybody could have predicted that 
... they would try to use an airplane as a 
missile, a hijacked airplane as a missile," 

National Security Adviser Condoleezza 
Rice said May 16. (Associated Press, 

5/17/02) 

AGENTS ACCUSE: 
FEDS BLOCKED PROBES OF 

BIN LADEN FAMILY 
FBI and Pentagon intelligence officials 
say they were blocked for political rea­
sons from carrying out full investigations 
into members of the bin Laden family 
in the US before the 9-11 terrorist at­
tacks. FBI documents shown on ·BBC 

Newsnight and obtained by the UK 

Guardian show that agents had sought 
to investigate two of Osama bin Laden's 
relatives in Washington and a Muslim 
organization, the World Assembly of 
Muslim Youth (WAMY), with which 
they believed were linked. 

But the FBI files were closed in 
1996--apparently before any 
conclusions could be reached on either 
the bin Laden brothers or the WAMY. 

Intelligence sources in Washington told 
the Guardian June 2: "There were al­
ways constraints on investigating the 
Saudis." They said the restrictions be­
came worse after the Bush administra­
tion took over. The intelligence agencies 
were told to "back off' from investiga­
tions involving members of the bin La­
den family, the Saudi royals, and possi­
ble Saudi links to the acquisition of nu­
clear weapons by ,Pakistan . ./There were 
particular investigations that were ef­
fectively killed." (www.GregPa/ast.com/ 

detail. cfm?artid = 103&frm =emf) 

FBI INFORMANT: AGENCY 
IGNORED MY WARNINGS 

A paid FBI informant told ABC News 

on May 23 that three years before 9-11, 
he began providing the Bureau with in­
formation about a young Saudi who. la­
ter flew a hijacked passenger plane into 
the Pentagon. The informant, Aukai 
Collins, said he worked for the FBI for 
four years in Phoenix, monitoring the 
Arab and Muslim communities there. 
Hani Hanjour was the hijacker Collins 
claimed to have told the FBI about 
while Hanjour was 'in flight training in 
Phoenix. The FBI issued an "emphati_c 
denial" to ABC that Collins had told the 
agency anything about Hanjour, though 
FBI sources acknowledged that Collins 
had worked for them. 

jack an airliner and fly_ it into govern- NEWSWEEK: BUSH POLICIES 
ment buildings like the Pentagon. "Sui- ABETTED 9-11 ATTACKS . 
cide bomber(s) belonging to al-Qaeda's A May 27 Newsweek expose on bow the 
Martyrdom Baltalion could crash-land · Bush Administration dropped the ball 
an aircraft packed with high explosives · on Osama bin Laden before 9-11 re-

(C-4 and semtex) into the Pentagon, the veals that: 
headquarters of the . Central Intelligence. • Secretary of State Donald Rumsfeld, 

·· Agency (CIA), or the White. House," the _ upQn--taking offi~~.-suspended Pte.datot -· 
September -1999-report saiQ. Toe.Bush drone~tracking'<>f Osama-bio Laden, 
administratiun--has asserted that no one • "among other-actions.". -

in government hacLenvisioned a suicide, ~ .• NationaI,Security Adviser -Condo-
lii.jacldng,before it;happened; The . .Sep;,i t _ -~ Ieezza, R,ic~ at the veey lea~~-dissembled, 
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when she claimed last week that there 
were no existing studies as of Septem­
ber 11 predicting a 9-11 -type attack. 
"While Bush may have a point in saying 
he heard no specific threat, other as­
pects of the administration's story were- · 
n't holding up" by week's end, Newsweek 

writes. 
• Rice claimed that George Bush had 
not read--or, more specifically "doesn't 
recall reading"--memos he was responsi­
ble for reading. Newsweek observe~ that 

· "the buck seems to be stopping no­
where." 

• Attorney General John Ashcroft shut 
down FBI wiretaps of al-Qaeda-related 
suspects in the 1998 African embassy 
bombing investigation. 

• Ashcroft, despite Senate testimony to 
the contrary, turned his back on coun­
ter-terrorism over the months before 9-
11. "Ashcroft didn't want to hear about 
it," says a former senior law-enforce­
ment official. 

• Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
vetoed a request to divert $800 million 
from space-based missile defense to 
counter-terrorism. 

GLOBAL TERROR ALERT WAS 
CALLED OFF BEFORE 9-1 1 

On June 22, 2001, the Pentagon's Cen­
tral and European Commands imposed 
"Force Protection Condition Delta," the 
highest anti-terrorist alert. The next day, 
the State Department ordered all diplo­
matic posts to convene emergency ac­
tion committees. The CIA said the most 
probable targets included the US Em­
bassy in Rome, the Genoa summit of 
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the Group of Eight leaders in Juix, and 
the Vatican--a threat that prompted 
President Bush to change the venue of 
his meeting with Pope John Paul II to 
the papal ·surrimer residence at Castel 
Gandolfo outside Rome. CIA Director 
George Tenef had ·written an intelli­
gence summary for national security ad­
viser Condoleezza Rice on June 28 that 
said: "It is highly likely that a significant 
al Qaeda attack is in the . riear future, 

within several weeks:" By late summer, 
one senior political appointee said, 
Tenet had "repeated· this so often that 
people got tired of hearing it." 

On July 5, the White House summoned 
officials of a dozen federal agencies to 
the Situation Room. "Something really 
spectacular is going to happen here, and 
it's going to happen soon," the govern­
ment's top counter-terrorism official, 
Richard Clarke, told the assembled 
group, according to two of those pre­
sent. The group included representa­
tives from the FAA [Federal Aviation 
Administration), Coast Guard, FBI, Sec­

ret Service and INS [Immigration and 
Naturalization Service). Clarke, US Na­
tional Coordinator for Security, Infra­
structure Protection, and Counter-ter­
rorism, directed every counter-terrorist 
office to cancel vacations, defer non­
vital travel and place domestic rapid­
response teams on alert. But by the 
time Bush received his intelligence 
briefing at his ranch in Crawford, Texas 
on August 6, warning of an imminent 
domestic hijacking terror operation, the 
government had called off the alert. · 
(Washington Post, 5/ 17/02.) 

DEMS SEEK WHITE HOUSE 
DOCUMENTS ON 
TERROR ATTACKS 

Democratic lawmakers are insisting the 
White House turn over the Phoenix 
memo and other top-secret documents 
prepared for President Bush that indi­
cated al-Qaeda was seeking to hijack 
US airplanes. Bush officials acknow-

Continued on ·Page 14 
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publics of Kazakhstan and Turkmen­
istan for access to the oil, but have been 

stymied by political instability in the 
region. Oil conglomerates were torn be­
tween two possible pipeline routes to 
Western markets: west through the war­

torn Caucasus Mountains to Turkey, or 
south through war-torn Afghanistan to 

Pakistan and the Arabian Sea. 

The key contract was signed between 

Kazakhstan and Chevron in 1994, grant­
ing the company a stake in all oil devel­

opment there . Chevron has increased its 
stake since then by buying out more of 
Kazakhstan's shares, and now holds a 
50% .share. Chevron has also formed a 
parrnership with Shell and Mobil to 
buifd a pipeline connecting the Kazakh­

stan oilfields to Baku, Azerbaijan, and 
theff;via Turkey to Western markets. 

The Chevron-led partnership is compet­

ing with the Caspian Pipeline Consor­
tium; a -Russia-Kazakhstan-Oman joint 
venture which is developing a pipeline 
route through Russia. This would link 

with the so-called Chechen By-Pass 

Pipeline which Russia was obliged to 
build after the Soviet-era pipeline link­

ing Baku's oilfields to Russia was re­

peatedly sabotaged by Chechen gueril­
las. Russian intelligence claims the Che­
chen rebels are backed by Osama bin 
Laden. The chaos in the Caucasus ef­

fectively prevented Russia from exploit­
ing the Soviet-era Baku oilfields, on the 
west side of the Caspian Sea, while US 

companies aggressively pursued deals 
for new oilfields- with Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan on the east side of the 
sea--which the Soviets had never signif­
icantly developed. So here, too, Osama 
was--by coincidence or design--making 
himself useful to US interests. 

Vice President Dick Cheney helped 
broker the Chevron-Kazakhstan deal 

when he sat on the Kazakhstan Oil Ad­

visory Board in the mid-1990s. Chevron 
also has one former corporate board 
member in the Bush Administration-­

National Security Advisor Condoleezza 

Rice , whose financial disclosure state­
ment indicates she held at least 

$250,000 in Chevron stock and-had in­

come of more than $555,000 last year. 
Chevron even has a Bahamas-registered 
tanker named the Condoleezza Rice 
(See <www.usmm.org/socalships. 

html>--Ed.} 
New York's WBAI Radio reported 

on September 22 that a high-ranking 
aide to President Bush is linked to a 

multinational oil company which was 
seeking to build the pipeline across Af­
ghanistan. z:almay Khalilzad, National 
Security Council senior director for the 

Persian Golf, Southern Asia and Other 

Regional Issues, w3:s form_erly employed 
as a consultant by Unocal, which was 
pushing the Afghan _pip_eline project un­

til late 1998. 

On December 5, 1998, the New York 

Times reported on the proposed Afghan 

pipeline: "When Unocal joined the pro­
ject in 1995, it was viewed by many , . 
analysts as the most audacious gambit 

of the 1990's oil rush in the Caspi-
an ... There was to have been a 1,005-

mile oil pipeline and a companion 918-
mile natural gas pipeline, in addition to 

a tanker loading terminal in Pakistan's 
Arabian Sea port of Gwadan ... The com­

pany projected annual revenues of $2 
billion, or enough to recover the cost of 

the project in five years ... Unocal opened 

offices in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, .Paki­
stan and Turkmenistan. To· help it sell 
the project to the many governments in­
volved, Unocal hired senior United 

States diplomats like the former Secre­
tary of State Henry A. Kissinger... Prob­
lems began with the Taliban's .capture 
of the Afghan capital, Kabul, in Sep- · 

tember 1996. Unocal initially took a po­
sitive view of the movement's triumph." 

Brooke Shelby Biggs writes in the 

October Mother Jones that Unocal 

"courted both the Taliban and the rival 

Northern Alliance" to gain rights to 
build a pipeline through Afghanistan-­
but "paid special attentioq on the Tali­

ban." In 1997, the Unocal vice president 
in charge of the pipeline project was 
quoted as saying his company had pro­

vided "non-cash \)onus payments" to 
members of the regime in return for 

their cooperation. "We basically had to 
'pre-sell' them on the idea of this pipe­
line," said Unocal spokesman Mike 
Thatcher. "Some of them didn't under­
stand the idea of profit motive. We had 
to educate them." In late 1997, a Tali­
ban delegation visited Unocal's offices 
in Sugarland, Texas, to meet with execu­

tives. A few days later, the Taliban's 
minister of mines met with the State 
Department's top official for South 

Asia. The visit, which came a _month af­
ter then-Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright chastised the regime for its 

human-rights record, was arranged by 

Unocal. According to the US Energy 

Department; "In January 1998, the Tali­
ban signed an agreement that would al­

·1ow a proposed 890-mile, $2-billion, 1.9-

pillion-cubic-feet-per-day natural gas 

pipeline project led by Unocal to pro­
ceed." But Unocal denies a firm agree­
ment was ever reached. All the com­

pany had, says Thatcher, was a "letter of 
support" signed by both Taliban and 
Northern Alliance representatives. "It 
wasn't a binding business deal, just a 

piece of paper that basically said they 
liked the .idea of the project." After the 
August '1998 US air strikes on Afghani­

stan in retaliation for the bombing of 
US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, 
investors bailed out of the pipeline, and 
Unocal abandoned the project. Tha­

tcher defended the company's stance: 

Nicqelle Schulman 
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"We're an oil and gas company. We go 
where the oil and gas is." He also posed 
the Afghanistan pipeline as an inevita­

bility: "There is compelling economic 
logic for a pipeline there. We're not go­
ing to do jt, but sooner or later, some­

one will." 
The Chicago Tribune reported on 

October 21 on a program at the Univer­
sity of Nebraska's Omaha campus, the 
Center for Afghanistan Studies, which 
served as "a back door" to the Taliban 

for US policy and intelligence intrigues-­
and was underwritten by Unocal. While 

ostensibly aiming to "expose Afghan 
leaders to American ideas and demo­

cracy," it continued to host high-ranking 
Taliban representatives even as anti­

Taliban rhetoric in Washington grew 

harsher and sanctions were instated. In 

November 1997, then-Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright blasted Taliban 

leaders as sadistic killers who nail ene­
mies to village walls and stone uncover­

ed women. A month later, eight top 
Taliban chiefs toured the US at the 

Center's invitation. The university's 
Education Sector Support Project even 

distributed thousands of textbooks to 
Afghan children reflecting a Taliban-ap­

proved version of history depicting 
women as second-class citizens. The 

pro-democracy content of the textbooks 
was edited out at the insistence of the 

university's Taliban partners, and uni­
versity plans to educate fomale students 

and train female teachers in Afghani­
stan were "sharply limited." 

Since 1986, the Center has received 

over $60 million in US AID [Agency for 

International Development] grants for 
programs in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 

and to hC?st visits by regional leaders. 

AID cancelled the• grant in 1994, but 
the State Department continued to · 

authorize the visits, and a private inter­

est-stepped in to pick up the bill--Uno­

cal. The sanctions do ilot: apply:1e :FJri­
vate companies funding ."education 9r 
humanitarian.r~lief efforts." Unocal ex­

ploited this loophole to bring the dele- . 

gation--8 Taliban reps and a Pakistani 
intelligence officer--stateside. to talk tur­
key in December 1997. 

"The US government was encourag­

ing our engagement there to bring sta­
bility to the country," Unocal spokesman 
Barry Lane said .. The Taliban visitors in-

eluded Mullah Mohammad Ghaus, Af­
ghanistan's foreign minister; Ahmed 
Jan, minister for mines and industry; 
Amir Muttaqi, education minister; and 

Din Muham.mad, minist~r of planning. 
The Taliban min_isters were flown to 
Unocal 's Houston offices for four days 
of meetings. They also toured NASA 

headquarters, spent several hours at a 
shoppink mall 'and attended a party at 
the mansion of an oil company VP. The 

group also spent two days at the Omaha 

campus. Back in Afghanistan, the uni­
versity was building its training program 
on a 56-acre plot in Kandahar that had 
once been a US AID compound--now 

with Unocal picking up the tab to tune 

of $1 million. 
Criticism of the program was voiced 

at Unocal 's 1999 stockholder meeting in 
Los Angeles, where women's rights 

groups staged protests accusing Unocal 
of cutting secret deals with the Taliban. 

"We were suspicious that women's rights 

would be sold out for oil," said Feminist 

Majority spokeswoman Beth Raboin. 
Unocal dropped the pipeline plan 

when the Taliban was linked to the Af­

rica embassy bombings in 1998. No 

longer receiving money from AID or 
Unocal, the Omaha center closed its Af­
ghanistan program. The center still has 
an office in Peshawar, Pakistan, and 

employs three guards to patrol the Kan­
dahar compound. 

But Bush and Cheney still have long­

standing family interests in the corpor­
ate nexus hoping to exploit the Caspian 

oil. Cheney is a former CEO of Halli­
burton, a top global energy services con­
tractor .with extensive investments in the 
oil-rich Caspian Sea region. One Halli­

burton qolding, Bredaro-Shaw, is a joint 
venture witp the Bin Laden Group--the 

family business of the terrorist master­

miqd'.s J~~h_er. Bre_daro-Shaw and its 

predecess9r Bred~ro-Price have worked 
on pipelines in Iran,rLibya and Alaska 
(See <www.saudi-binl~din-group. 

com>--~d.) , . 
Bredaro-Price was partially acquired 

by Dresser Industries · n 1993. In 1996, 

Dresser merged with Shaw Industries 
Ltd. of Canada and the ,holding became 

Continued on Page 17 

'7 



"SHAt>Ovr #4°E;::(J'U(Y-AUGUST 2082)--PAGE :a 
.. 

~ FR E,E.T H,E-~:M:E DIA! 
I •; l ~ - . : • r, . . - • 

- ~ . 

::;, Rttclailll.ing. PUbHC Space in· the lntosphere 
Who are the corporations and state agencies 
that own, · control, surveil the media 
infrastructure and set the rules that govern 
it? What are the barriers to entry for 
creating a tR~3i~ space that's truly in the 
public's inteYe~llYViow can these barriers be 
overcome t'511ffi.J~fla8 ffi ir and democratic 
digital commons? How can we bring an end 
to corporate and government domination of 
media and access? What can we do to create 
a democratic and sustainable space in a 
privately owned media infrastructure? What 
is "media democracy" and how can it be 
achieved? 

FREE.THE.MEDIA! in its role as . a 
cultural/technological and political think 
tank raised these issues during the Winter of 
2002 in a series of live netcast symposia at 
the Name.Space Lab in Manhattan, and 
through telephone interviews, and radio 
broadcasts on WBAI 99.5 FM. Included in 
the dialogue were cyberspace pioneers John 
Perry Barlow and Howard Rheingold, 
professor of ,economics Saskia Sassen, author 

wt_ Douglas Rushkoff and new media curator 
Cristine Wang. 

FREE. THE.MEDIA! seeks to educate the 
public about the opportunities and risks that 
we face in the age of digital convergence 
and the consolidation of corporate control 
over media; How our rights to communicate 
freely, securely, and to share information 
can be strengthened by mutual 
enfrahchisement in and ownership of media 
i~frastructure; How the Internet's Domain 
Name System (DNS) and the right to freely 
publish Top Level Domains (i.e. ".ART" vs. 
".COM") is the key to economic 
sustainability, universal· public access, and 
media autonomy, provided our non­
commercial communities gain global 
recognition of the new Top Level Domains 
(TLDs) we publish. 

It's widely believed that "cyberspace" is 
public space. In reality, it's not--it is private 
space, governed by the corporate contracts 
issued by its various owners, the likes of 
MCI-Worldcom, AOL-TimeWarner, A TT, 
Microsoft, IBM, Sprint and other 
telecom/broadcast media hybrids that are 
now congealing into an elite of monolithic 
conglomerates who seek to dominate and 
control all media infrastructure and the 
content carried over it. In the early days of 

..,, the Internet, when it was still an experiment, 
it was, as Douglas Rushkoff out it, "a free­

; for-all, characterized and glamorized by the 
mainstream media as the wild west". 

Rushkoff along with Howard Rheingold, 
Barlow and others was part of a growing 
"online community" in the early 1990's 
that emerged out of the embryonic stages 
of public access. to internet technology. As 
Rheingold explains, "the deregulation of 
the telephone company led to the growth 

of the internet by allowing individuals to 
connect devices such as modems to the 
telephone lines. People began installing 
modem banks, allowing online communities . 
to grow and flourish. Some grew into 
Internet ServiceProviders (ISPs), including' 
AOL who started small early on and grew 
to what they are today. 

It was the landmark antitrust case of MCI 
vs. ATT, decided in 1983, that led to the 
deregulation of the U.S. telephone system 
and established the requirement that one 
network had to carry the traffic of another 
and could not refuse their competitors 
access to their networks. It also set in 
motion the inversion of the centralized 
monopoly/broadcast model to the "many 
to many" model that the internet became 
prized for. The early exuberance that arose 
out of the newly discovered potential of 
the Internet is expressed in John Perry 
Barlow's vision of the net where he 
believed " .. . that the internet would enable 
humans all over the planet to share 
information about whatever they wished, 
whenever they wished, at little or near zero 
cost and nobody would be in a position to 
stop them." But in the years to follow, this 
trend would seemingly come to a halt and 
apparently begin to reverse itself as the 
large corporations felt that their profits 
would suffer if they lost control of the 
content that flowed over their 
infrastructure. As. Doug Rushkoff put it, 
"the main threat of a people-driven, 
demystified mediaspace · is, when people 
have access the tools of media creation 
they are less susceptable to the stories as 
told by other media. Whomever dominates 
the mediaspace controls the reality of the 
society immersed in it." 

The means of distribution of course is the 
key co controlling context. Owning the 
infrastructure is one sure way to control 
distribution. For years the means of 
production have been in the hands of 
people, enabling them show the world as 

they lived it. Scenes through the lenses of 
home video camcorders in the 1980's 
exposed police brutality in the Tompkins 
Square Police Riot in 1988, Rodney King's 
beating in 1990, and captured discontent 
about the WTO/IMF in Seattle and 
elsewhere, as well as the rejection of the 
inauguration of GW Bush as U.S. President 
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in Washington DC. In the first instances of 
the camcorder "revolution" the commercial 
TV broadcasters sensationalized the rough, 
raw imagery of police rioting at Tompkins 
Square and the brutal beating of Rodney 
King in Los Angeles, playing it repeatedly, 
competing for coverage. 12 years later they 
all but ignored the citizen camcordists of 
Seattle and DC. Commercial television had 
already coopted and profited by the 
camcorder's signature "verite" image in 
"reality" shows like COPS and America's 
Funniest Videos. The internet seemed to be 
the way to "route around" commercial 
television, and activists managed to get out 
their story of the growing discontent over 
corporate globalism using commercially 
available internet resources. By 1 999 the 
Internet became the new "people's" means 
to distribute their own stories, from text to 
moving images. This unmediated infospace 
felt as though it was not under direct control 
by the corporate establishments who 
dominated the traditional arena of television 
and radio. Any apparent attempt at 
censorship seemed to be fruitless, as content 
was copied and moved from place to place, 
and in some cases, as when the ultra-left 
publication "RADIKAL" was banned in 
Germany and several other European 
Countries, it popped up everywhere on 
"mirror" sites set up spontaneously by 
volunteers all over the net. Now there are 
uncertainties in light of the increased 
paranoia over "terrorism" and the growing 
police state mentality over the use· of 
communications. Governments and 
corporations ·are beginning to walk in lock­
step in ,their efforts to reign in and shut 
down content that does not fit their agenda. 

Recently a Dutch court ruled that it was 
illegal to LINK to the RADIKAL site 
becuase it contained information about 
disrupting railroad transports of nuclear 
waste in the EU. Ford Motors unsuccessfully 
tried to stop 2600 Magazine's Eric Corley 
from pointing his domain 
"FuckGeneralMotors.com" to Ford's 
website. Ford lost in this case ... so far. 

Howard Rheingold reflected on internet 
pioneer John Gilmore's famous quote that 
the "internet treats censorship as damage 
and routes around it". Rheingold said, "we 
know now that's a myth. Routing happens 
at the routers and he who controls the 
routers controls what content is routed 
over them." This includes the Domain 
Name System. The danger ahead lies in the 
inversion of Rheingold's much heralded 

· "many to many" model of the traditional 
internet, back to a centralized "broadcast" 
model dominated by multinational media 
conglomerates in collusion with national 
governments. 

Users who once formed communities 
online are now being reduced to nothing 
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but consumers. Producers who once 
populated and acculturated the net are 
being coopted or ignored as corporate 
media giants fill up the bandwidth 
exclusively with only the commercial fare 
which they own and can control. New 
strategies are being employed where 
corporations are lobbying legislators and 
litigating in the courts to gain superior 
rights over individuals. In his book "the 
future of ideas" Harvard Law Professor 
Larry Lessig of the Berkman Center 
specializing in cyberspace law talks about 
the coercive use of trademark and 
copyright laws to control and regulate 
content in the digital world. Berkman Law 
Center Fellow John Perry Barlow 
elaborates, "The tightening noose of 
technology law and monopolistic 
commerce in the area of draconian 
enforcement of corporate trademark and 
copyrights is really truly frightening. I have 
been optimistic in all of my years dealing 
with cyberspace, I am not particularly 
optimistic at the moment. There are a few 
things that we need to do, and I think 
Paul's point about the Harlem Boycott is 
exactly right, and one of them is to 
become more aggressive about defending 
our rights in the "marketplace" by not 
doing business with those organizations who 
are proprietary, closed, or increasingly 
dominant over the free exchange of ideas. 
Do not buy Microsoft Products. Do not get 
AOL accounts ... we need to be very 
conscious about the choices we make 
commercially and we need co do an awful 
lot of civil disobedience in the area of 
intellectual property. If there is anything 
that you love that human beings have 
created with their minds, digitize it and put 

it on as many servers as you can; spread it 
far and wide as possible; flout that law at 
every available opportunity. Nothing is more 
important right now that the entertainment 
industry which is very closely related to the 
media conglomerates, do not put themselves 
in a position where they can OWN 
HUMAN EXPRESSION. THEY MEAN TO 
OWN THE MIND. YOURS AND MINE, 
and everybody else's on this planet will 
become THEIR PROPERTY, and we will 
have the rise which has already begun of 
"private totalitarianism"-- "corporate 
fascism". We have a choice and a narrow 
window in which to make it, and I am open 
to suggestions, and I hope that people will 
be in support of the work that Paul is doing 
here at NAME.SPACE, and for the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation who have 
been the primary obscicle in court against 

continued on 
next page ... 
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INVISIBLE HARVEST (OF THE DATABODIES) 
"The best propaganda is invisible" -- Joseph Goebbels 

In the root of cyberspace there lies 
an invisible•.• (dot). That"." is the 

beacon which illuminates the global 

namespace to the rest of the internet. 

Dot is in the heart of its creators, the 

DISA (Defense Intelligence Systems 

Agency), who have silently maintained 

control of the "." as it was quietly 

slipped into the newly privatized 

intelligence and military-corporate 

state. 

At the gateway into the internet 

namespace lies a group of Self- pro­

claimed, but silent feudal lords -- one 

of the hosts on their network is aptly 

named "harkonnen.internic.net" after 

the evil Overlord Baron Vladimir Har­

konnen in the cult movie classic. "Dune" 

by David Lynch. 

So very telling is their choice of 

hostnames. Their game is a silent har.­

vest of dollars and databodies, drawn 

through the portal into the bowels of 

ECHELON for a complete strip-search. 

ECHELON is the equivalent of the 

"digital thought police," not unlike the 

STASI who went to extraordinary 

means to know what people were 

thinking and discussing in private. 

Perhaps the 1 O year cue for new tele­

phone lines was due more to a short­

age of cassette tapes and recorders 

than to bad service by the phone com­
pany. On nearly every installed tele­

phone in former East Germany, there 

was a tape recorder triggered by key­

words from an analogue voice recog­

nition device. The STASI even went so 

far as to collect ··odor" samples of tar­

get individuals -- some 30,000 such 

samples were found in 1991 when the 

"archives" were opened up -- each in 
it's own sealed vacuum-jar with a neat­
ly lettered index card linking the sam­

ple with a dossier file. The odor sam­

ples were used to train dogs to sniff 

out the individual. This enabled the 

STASI to secretly track the movements 

of their subjects, as the dogs could 

sniff out where they had been. The 

most invasive measures of all were 

found all in one place -- a STASI "safe­

house" in the countryside. It was the 
epitome of total surveillance using 

every available state of the art in 

technology and strategy. Besides mul­

tiple hidden cameras in all the most 

unexpected places (even in the bath­

room) there were hidden micro-Rhones 

fREE.JHE.MEDIA! Continued 

most of the major media initiatives (who 

seek control through monopolistic practices 

and coercive use of trademark and copyright 
laws). 

So what chance do we have to reclaim the 

means to form substantial autonomous non­

commercial communities and freely 
distribute content online? In the current 

climate, regulation and legislation favors the 
major corporate players. the US 

Government auctioned off large chunks of 

the rf spectrum for 1 50 billion dollars to 
telcos for wirele1; data delivery, thereby 
putting control of a natural resource that 

was once considered property of the public, 

in totally private hands to complete the 

wireless portions of their end-to-end private 

heterogenious networks. Access to the 

Internet's ROOT DOMAIN is still held by 

a corporate elite with close ties to the US 

Military and Intelligence establishments who 

refuse to let go of their control and have 

found ways around the same antitrust laws 
that broke up the A TT monopoly and 

allowed .the net to grow in the first place. 

and recording devices everywhere, 
and even a filter on the sewer drains 

to collect everything flushed away, for 

detailed analysis. [Check out 

ECHELON: "Exposing the Global Sur­

veillance System• by Nicky Hager at 
http://mediafilter.org/echelon - Ed .) 

Picture this level of invasiveness in 

the physical world, and substitute the 

metaphors into the digital realm. Pic­

ture instead of the dogs, software 

agents that "sniff' out your meander­

ings on the net. Automated monitoring 
of your email messages triggered by 

keywords, to the STASI phone system, 

and the drain filter, to the collection of 

all the links and search queries that 

you submit through the "portals" set up 

to "lead" you through the net. It's a 

nasty business with lots of little smilies 

and lovable hype that lures the unsus­

pecting victims into the predatory 

depths that will consume their data­

bodies and profit from them. 

Seduced into complacency, in­

fected by many a virus of brand loyal­

ty, logos emblazoned across the 

bodies of the conquered who blindly 

fight the battle for brand dominance at 

their own expense. Youth f')O longer at 

war in foreign lands, in their gangs do 

battle over rights to claim hilfiger as 

their colors using deadly means tp en­

force their logo domain within the shat­

tered halls of their "too high in high­

school." The war is at home. The inva­

sion has taken place and you don't 

even know it. Forget about it being 

televised, it's inside -- your mind -- and 

you act in kind to deliver yourself to be 

sacrificed for the bottom line. 
Squashed at the foot of the pyramid, 
out of reach of the apex, the upper 
ECHELON, the invisible "." seems less 

and less important to us as we 

struggle to climb our way up from the 

fourth to the third, or even the second­

level of "any-access will do as long as 

I'm on the net; I don't care that the 

invaders have raided my databody or 

can terminate it at any moment.. .. l'm 

online! " 

When the euphoria dies down and 
you realize what a terrible hangover 

you have, waking up in your sanitized 

padded cell where AOL and Microsoft 

will hold your hand along with Mickey 

Mouse to be sure that your journey on 

the net is safe and trouble free. No 

The large content and infrastructure 
providers are moving toward reigning the 

internet back into a centralized broadcast 

model, where just as in television and radio; 
only that which is owned by the 

conglomorate is allowed over its system 

excluding that which originates elsewhere. 

Their plan is simple: they own the means of 

delivery, they control all the content and 

don't a'llow others to use their infrastructure 

to deliver anything else. 

What can we do about it? Professor Saskia 

Sassen advises us that "we need to come 

together and create an architecture, a 
social structure of independent means 

where each individual's or local groups' 

works become a part of the broader 
project (the architecture and infrastructure 
of the net itself) and works to sustain the 

greater whole of the network." But it 
doesn't stop there, once the infrastructure 

is created, that's when according to Sassen 

"the cultural work needs to get done to 
connect the various local efforts and 
mediate their struggles through the cultures 

of using the new technologies. It's not only 

about the technology and access but how 

.that can be applied to enhance the political 

and cultural exchange of local 
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need to worry about that troubling free 

expression, we have it all for you so 
just sit back and fit right in with the 

program. We know what you like -- we 
microanalyzed your user profile and 

can project your desires and needs 

into the future and deliver only the ads 

you want to see. You're a casualty of a 

war that you don't even see. And one 

small part of it lies behind an invisible 

• ." that has Governments and corpora­

tions at odds over what will become of 

it now that it is known to parts of the 

world who know enough to want to 

share its power. 

Who Owns the Dot? Professor 
Hank Perritt calls the"." a "Global 

Commons" much like the oceans and 

waterways, space, and other shared 

resources of the earth that are not 

exclusively controlled by any 

sovereign. Presently, the "." is in the 

hands of Network Solutions, Inc. (NSI) 

a/k/a lnterNIC, a publicly traded com­

pany who started out as a contractor 

for the US Government. NSI is located 

in Herndon, Virginia, in an area re­

ferred to as "Spook Alley," the corridor 

of Maryland, Virginia and DC that 

houses the CIA, NSA, NAO, Pentagon, 

Mitre, NSI, CNRI, MCI, and other "non­

descript" entities who have their hands 

at the root of the internet, in both its 

creation and its control. NSI is owned 

by SAIC, a privately held government 

contractor whose board of directors 

could easily be mistaken for a NSA­

CIA-Pentagon retiree's club. (Perhaps 

not coincidentally, SAIC in reverse 

reads "CIAs"). NSI has a monopoly 
over global domain name registrations 

and is contracted to manage the"." 

which globally routes toplevel domains 

such as ".at" or ".com" over the entire 

internet. The lucrative business of 

selling "dot-corns" by the millions has 
helped NSI gain over 600 Million Dol­

lars in market capitalization between 

September, 1997 and July, 1998. 

The challenge to their lucrative 

monopoly comes in the form of new, 

generic toplevel domains poised to 

ease the shortages of memorable do­

main names artificially created by limit­

ing generic, global tlds to com, org 

and net. In order for the new gTLDs to 

work globally, they must be listed 

under the ".", a simple text edit. [Check 

out http://name.space.xs2.net/admin -­

Ed.] 

NSI, along with the NSF (National 

Science Foundation/US Government) 

communities, globally. it's the role of 

media artists and technologists to come 
together and do the cultural work that will 
enable us to effectively share in the process 

of learning and growing on a global level". 

But to do that we need to organize and 

grow our online communities and the 

inherent economic power, creative talents 

and technical skills needed to build and 

place the means of communications in the 

hands of those who use it. 

Democracy in cyberspace exists at the 

edges, not at the center. the network itself 

should be neutral or "dumb", the 
intelligence existing at the edges in the 

form of its users, the people who "inhabit" 

it and exchange ideas and share their 

creations over it. Democracy happens by 
communities organizing locally. The future 

of democracy and online community rests 

with a community's ability . to own and 

control their own media infrastructure. By 

using top level domians as an organizing 

and publishing tool for communities and 
interests, a sustainable economy of scale is 

possible that can enable them to pay the 

costs of their own infrastructure and 
bandwidth capabilities. The ability to 

are Defendants in an antitrust/free 
speech case in US Federal Court in 

New York brought against them by 

Name.Space/pgMedia, Inc., an inde­

pendent, small Internet Service Pro­

vider who pioneered the field of new 

toplevel domains and decentralized 

global management of the "." [Check 

out http://name.space.xs2.net/1aw -

Ed.] NSI/NSF's strategy is a shell 

game of deniability, elusive authority 

and unaccountability which serves to 

divert attention from the rude realities 

of the degree to which the US Govern­

ment and its Defense and Intelligence 

agencies control the i~ ei et, and h.ow 
they will to maintai efr9cpntrol at all 

TuJ V' ~]2 ~ . 
costs. Driving ais£ll@l ,yPrl]Pany hke 
Name.Space into bankruptcy is but a 

bump in the road to maintaining total 

control. They underestimate the 

chance that "bump" is really a serious 

land mine. 

As long as the business of handing 

out ip numbers and domain names is 

in the hands of SAIC, the US Govern­

ment can be sure that they will have 

the complete listing of all those who 
have registered hosts on the internet 

and therefore can easily track use, 

content and affiliation. Coupled with 

ECHELON scanning of contents trans­

mitted over the net, full profiles can be 

culled from the bitstream on all indivi­

duals who use the net. By controlling 

the DNS, they control accessability of 

content and communications. They 

can switch off whole countries with a 

simple text edit. Not that it would 

"black hole" them entirely, unless ip 
blocks were killed from the routing 

tables. Much more decentralized, but 

do-able with a few, well-placed phone­

calls. But mail and web servic~s which 

used dns would fail and users would 

then have to know ip numbers of 
hosts in order to communicate. Most 

people lack the skill or knowledge to 

dig up that info in order to make use 

of it. 

So what 's in a name? That seem­

ingly normal, harmless thing that all of 

us hold so dear yet take so much for 

granted, is a key to control over con­

tent and access over the net. Trusting 

control of all that in one place is a very 

dangerous thing to do. 

Paul Garrin NYC, July 13, 1998 

synergize our needs and our own economy 
through conscious consumer choices as JP 

Barlow says, and through effective boycott 

of sinister corporate systems, is in our 

hands and the time to act is now. 

I 

As Cristine Wang wrote, the time is 

now ... to assert a micro-politics of 

resistence against the broadcast hegemony, 

and make a movement towards "intimate 
media", a place where spontaneity, chaos 

+ anonymity rule ... to reclaim the net for 

art culture and humanity over the tyrany of 
corporate monoculture and consumetjsm. 

http://freethemedia.org 
http:/ /reclaimthe.net 
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IIOMllAND Dl,IN!I: 

!OMI TIIINC! NIYID tllANCI! 
On April 141 1976, the US Senate's 

Select Committee to Study Governmental 
Operations with Respect" to Intelligence 

Activities issued its final report. Better 
known as the Church Committee, 
named after its chairman, Sen. Frank 
Church, the Select Committee, con­
vened during the post-Watergate fallout, 
was given a broad mandate to investi­
gate the extent to which "illegal, impro­
per, or unethical" activities were en­
gaged in by the intelligence agencies, in­
cluding the CIA [Central Intelligence 
Agency], DIA [Defense Intelligence 
Agency] and the NSA [National Security 
Agency]. Book Ill of that report, en­
titled, Improper Surveillance of Private 

Citizens by the Military, describes how 

the Department of Defense "agents and 
investigators have been used in the past 
to gather information on the political 
beliefs and activities of private citizeqs." 

By Frank Morales 

• Another kind of intelligence collection will be especially important within this 

new (homeland security) department. It is analogous to what the military calls 

reconnaissance or tactical intelligence reporting by non-intelligence units,• this 

• as a result of their direct encounters with the enemy forceS" --William Odom, 

Director, National Security Agency (1985-1988), June 26, 2002. 

training to suppress dissent, or as it is 
conveniently phrased, to put down "civil 
disturbance." What this means is that 

Plan was the set of recommendations­
for-action derived by Huston from the 
options presented in the Special report. 

The options recommended by 
Huston intended to give intelligence and 
counter-intelligence agents within 'the 
intelligence (oxymoron) community au­
thority to "monitor the international 
communications of U.S. citizens; inten­
sify the electronic surveillance of do­
mestic dissenters and selected establish­
me9ts; read the international mail of 
American citizens; break into specified 
establishments and into homes of do­
mestic dissenters; and intensify the sur­
veillance of American college students." 
Thus, according to the Church Commit­
tee report, "in the summer of 1970, 
Tom Charles Huston believed the law 
had to be set aside in order to combat 
forces which seemed to threatening the 
very fabric of society." Thus, in the 
summer of 2002, Bush Jr. is intent on 

setting aside the law as well, only this 
time it's all taking place above ground, 
with the smiling acquiescence of a com­
placent and "terrorized" public. Or most 
of them. 

Sources: 

* Final Report of the Select Committee to 

Study Governmental Operations With Re-
s pect to Intelligence Activities, Supple­

mentary Detailed Staff Reports, Book 111, 

Improper Surveillance of Private Citizens by 

the Military; National Security, Civil Liberties, 

and the Collection of Intelligence: A Report 

on the Huston Plan, US Senate, April 23, 

1976. <http://www.derechos.net/ paulwolf/ 

cointelpro/churchfinalreportlllk. htm > 

* US Department of State, Bush Says US 

Must Protect Homeland in a New Way, 

Washington File, June 13, 2002. 

< http://cryptome.org/homesec-panel. htm > 

* US Department of State, Homeland Se­

curity Agency Designed to Enhance Intelli­
gence Efforts, Washington File, June 6, 

2002. <http://cryptome.org/home­
intel.htm> 

* William E. Odom, Testimony Before the 
Senate Government Affairs Committee on 

Creating a Department of Homeland Secur­

ity, regarding A Review of the Rela-tionship 

Between a Department of Homeland Secur­

ity and the Intelligence Community, June 

26, 2002. <http://cryptome.org/odom-

062602. htm > 

(Next Time: Full Disclosure: Home­

land Defense and the Pentagon's 

War on America.) 

While the committee recognized that 
"there is no statute which expressly pro­
hibits the investigation of private citi­
zens by the military," it also noted that 
no statute specifically "authorizes mili­
tary intelligence to collect information 
on the political activities of private citi­
zens and private organizations." In any 
case, back in 1971, "the Army claimed .... 
that it needed such information .... to 
enable it to prepare for situations in 
which it was called upon to put down ci­
vil disturbances." At the time, the Army 
sought a relaxation of the "restraints" on 
domestic spying. This remedy was grant­
ed by then President Richard Nixon. 
This decision by Nixon formed the core 
of Article 11 of the Impeachment Arti­
cles framed by the Judiciary Committee 
in 1974. 

for quite sometime now the Pentagon, 
reflecting the sensitivities of and in ca­
hoots with its corporate employers, has 
in recent years worked hard at develop­
ing rationalizing doctrine and effective 
training (tactics, techniques and proce­
dures) in the area of "homeland de­
fense ." After foisting "homeland de­
fense" and "the Patriot Act" on the peo­
ple, what emerges is a repressive "co-or­
dination" (as the Nazis used to call it) of 
the entities of force and deception. No­
thing but a centralization and broaden­
ing of surveillance capabilities, arrest ca­
pabilities, and harassment capabilities, 
which target anyone corporate America 
doesn't like, coupled with a whole new 
set of laws which seek to legalize the. 
whole thing. It is in essence a form of 
state terrorism. Ruling class zealots hell 
bent on social control and the suppres­
sion of dissent in America are in the 
driver's seat. The "homeland defense" 
elite in the DoD [Department of De­
fense] and CIA are riding high. And this 
elite, interlocked with corporate Ameri­
ca, (most of whom the public never 
sees), are the same crew that have al­
ways functioned this way. Only before it 

was covert. Now, it's in your face. In 
fact, "homeland defense" had its covert 
beginnings in such efforts as "the Hus­
ton Plan." 

ANTHRAX PARANOIA UPDATE: 

It is ironic that what (in part) got 
Nixon canned back then has today been 

canonized as law. Under the rubric of 
the "War on Terrorism," repressive le­
gislation and "homeland defense," all is 
permitted in the name of internal secur­
ity. So-called "homeland defense," set 
within the Pentagon's doctrine of "oper­
ations other than war," is actually a case 
in which the Pentagon has declared war 
on America. The counter-insurgency 
that is the "War on Terrorism" is ration­
alized by proliferating military "doctrine" 
which seeks to justify its new roles and 
missions within America. Vast authority 

(and funds) to spy on the dissenting 
public, reconfigured as "terrorist 
threats," is being lavished upon the de­
fense, intelligence and law enforcement 
"community." All the while, Bush Jr. is 
warning us that, "we're just going to 
have to enforce the doctrine; either 
you're with us or you're against us." 

The euphemism of "homeland de­
fense ," codified within the halls of the 
Pentagon as early as the mid-1990s, 
(long before 9-11 ), includes continual 

Like Bush Jr. in search of "terror­
ists," Tricky Dick, (as Nixon was known) 
back in June 1970, sought a "review" of 
all those "intelligence collection prac­
tices" which might lead to "better infor­
mation on domestic dissenters." He and 
his people sought ·•'.methods for improv­
ing the quality of intelligence," and "how 
to enhance co-ordination among the 

agencies." Sound familiar? The enter­
prise, though part of a long continuum 
of similar efforts, was unique in that it 
pooled the resources of the CIA, DIA, 
NSA and FBI. The 43 page report, en­
titled "Special Report lnteragency Com­
mittee on Intelligence (Ad Hoc)" was 
issued on June 25, 1970. Nixon's man at 
the "interagency" get-togethers was Tom 
Charles Huston, a lawyer and recently 
discharged Army intelligence officer. 
What came to be known as the Huston 
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DOES THE FBI HAVE 
A SECRET SUSPECT? 

By Bill Weinberg 

An advocate for the control of bio­
logical weapons who has been track­
ing the investigation into the autumn 
anthrax attacks told a panel at Prince­
ton University that the FBI has a prime 
suspect in the case. But the advocate, 
Barbara Hatch Rosenberg, director of 
the Federation of American Scientists' 
Chemical & Biological Weapons Pro­
gram, speculated the FBI is "dragging 
its feet" in pressing charges because 
the suspect is an ex-military scientist 
familiar with "secret ac1ivities that the 
government would not like to see dis­

closed. " Rosenberg said the FBI has 
known of the suspect since Oct. and 
has already interrogated him. "There 
are a number of insiders--government 
insiders--who know people in the an­
thrax field who have a common sus­
pect," Rosenberg said. "The FBI has 
questioned that person more than 
once ... so it looks as though the FBI is 
taking that person very seriously." 

The anthrax letters--sent to US 
Sens. Tom Daschle and Patrick Leahy, 
the New York Post, TV anchorman 
Tom Brokaw, and others--killed five 
people, infected 13 more and forced 
senators to evacuate their offices for 
over two months. Rosenberg said her 
evidence pointed to a man who pro­
bably worked at the US military lab at 
Fort Detrick, MD. He would have been 
vaccinated, and had access to 
classified information about modifying 

and isolating the spores. "We can 
draw a likely portrait of the perpetrator 
as a former Fort Detrick scientist who 
is now working for a contractor in the 
Washington DC area,'' she said. 

Other experts agreed that the per­
petrator was likely a technician with 
government background. Arthur 0. 
Anderson, chief of clinical pathology at 
the US Army Medical Research Insti­
tute for Infectious Diseases 

FORT DETRICK 
ANTHRAX LAB 

(USAMRIID), was amazed when he 
saw the anthrax sent to Sen. Daschle. 

"There was nothing there except 
spores," he told Salon.com magazine. 
"Normally, if you take a crude prepar­
ation of anthrax spores, you see parts 
of degenerated bacteria But this stuff 
was highly refined." David Franz, a for­
mer UN weapons inspector in Iraq and 
bio-defense scientist at USAMRIID, 
who now works for the Southern Re­
search Institute, a defense contractor, 

concurred: "Only a very small group of 
people could have made this. If you 
look at the sample from the standpoint 

of biology, it tells me this person was 
very good at what they do. And this 
wasn't the first batch they've made. 
They've done this for years. The con­
centration was a trillion spores per 
gram. That's incredibly concentrated." 
Incredibly, Salon noted, the FBI has 
not yet subpoenaed employee records 
of the labs· where Ames-strain anthrax 

is worked with . 
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