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EDITORIALS

SEATTLE ROCKS, THE MAINSTREAM
MEDIA SUCKS, AND WHERE HAS THE

SHADOW BEEN FOR TEN MONTHS?

ALTERED NEWS BOXES IN SEATTLE NOW TELL THE TRUTH

The week of demonstrations in
Seattle against the World Trade Organi-
zation last December was not just im-
portant because activists succeeded in
disrupting the WTO convention.

For one thing, the demonstrations
brought together a unique coalition of
participants, some of whom, under other
circumstances, probably never would
have agreed on anything.

Another significant, and ominous, de-
velopment, was the use and experimen-
tation of crowd control, dispersal and
torture devices and techniques by police
decked out in high-tech riot gear, mak-
ing them resemble creatures from an-
other planet. The introduction of federal
troops and National Guardsmen, who
rolled into town with their assault tanks
and machine guns, was another in a
series of domestic urban warfare train-
ing excercises taking place in cities
across the U.S,, in conjunction with the
militarization of local police departments.

But, the most interesting aspect of
the Seattle protests was that despite the
mainstream media’s under-reporting of
the demonstrations and down playing of
WTO opposition, people from all over
the country and the world networking on
the internet found out what was really
going on in Seattle and why.

Thousands, hipped by the net, ig-
nored the mainstream media and con-
verged on Seattle anyway, putting their
beliefs and commitments on the line. It
was the 1967 Democratic National Con-
vention in Chicago all over again, except
this time, it wasn't just hippies and anar-
chists against the pigs. It was students,
teamsters, farmers, teachers, longshore-
men, taxi drivers, and countless others
who found a common ground for op-
posing yet another new world order
scheme for corporate and global gov-
ernment.

Over the course of the Seattle
demos, participants and alternative
media people kept the world informed
through numerous web sites with first-
hand reports and photographs. This
underground media activity was
immediate, informative and professional,
outdoing the mainstream morons by far.

The internet has provided the means
by which the mainstream press can be
circumvented and the truth can be

found. No longer must the public de-
pend on the media for meaningful and
fully-reported news, which they never
get anyway, unless you consider ball
game scores or mindless celebrity gos-
sip to be "news." There's no turning
back--the genie is out of the bottle!

Which brings us to the SHADOW. We
have been publishing since March of
1989, coming out as frequently as pos-
sible, usually when there have been
enough newsworthy items to report. Be-
cause we hate to waste paper and pre-
fer creating quality issues instead of
guantities of issues, and becauseit is so
time consuming to create a SHADOW, it
has been difficult for us to publish a
newspaper as regularly as we would like
(our last issue came out in April 1999).

From the beginning, our mission has
been to report and disseminate news
and information that the mainstream
press ignores or distorts. We believe
we've done this well over the past 11
years, but it's time to make an improve-
ment. So, we have created a bigger and
better SHADOW web site that will report
current news quickly with photos and
art, and provide links to other sites that
can give you more information. Our site
also contains an archive of previous
SHADOWs for ready reference.

The SHADOW web site enables us to
fulfill our mission on a larger scale, while
saving precious trees. Of course, there
is still something special about a news-
paper that you can hold in your hands,
and besides, not every one has access
to a computer. So, the SHADOW wiill
continue to be published as a news-
paper, as often as we can do it. Mean-
while, you can always get the latest
SHADOW news on the net. Our web site
is: <http://shadow. mediafilter.org>

Take a look and let us know what
you think.
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ESPERANZA GARDEN RAZED:
GIULIANI SNARES MORE CITY LAND
FOR SERIAL GARDEN KILLER

Thirty-one people were arrested on
February 15 defending a community gar-
den against a police raid ordered by may-
or Giuliani.

El Jardin de la Esperanza (Garden of
Hope), located at 223-225 East Seventh
Street, was started 22 years ago by the
Torres family when next door neighbor
Alecia Torres began clearing trash and
rubble from the lot. Over the years, it
became an oasis of flowers, shrubs, wind-

ing paths and a casita, hosting baptisms,

ceremonies and other neighborhood ga-
thegings.

In 1998, Community Board Three ap-
proved a proposal by politically-connect-
ed real estate developer Donald Capoccia
and his partners to build a new housing
project on two city-owned lots on Avenue
C and on adjoining lots he had acquired

_on East Eighth Street. This approval was

given with the promise that the Esperan-
za Garden, facing the rear of the pro-
posed project, would remain a community
garden.

In a letter dated November 13, 1998
from Donald Capoccia and John Murphy,
attorney for the Gethsemane Garden
Baptist Church, to the Esperanza garden-
ers, obtained by the SHADOW, Capoccia
told the gardeners that as part of his pro-
posed housing project, he intended to re-
tain the Esperanza Garden "as a com-
munity garden.”" Though he assured them
that "it will be preserved as a garden in
perpetuity,” his promise was not worth
the paper it was printed on.

Under the city’s "80-20" program, at
least 20% of Capoccia’s proposed housing
units would have to be allocated for low
or moderate-income residents. However,
under the program, those units could be
set aside in other buildings, as far away
from the new project as the developers
wish. After only a few years, those new
units would revert to "market rate" rents.
Ultimately, the city's program is a privat-
ization scam that eliminates true low-in-
come housing and garden spaces in favor
of market rate housing, forcing lower-
income residents out of their neighbor-
hoods.

In December 1999, the former Peo-
ple’s Warehouse, a garage at 338-40 East
Eighth Street which abutted the rear of
the Esperanza Garden, was torn down by
Capoccia’s demolition crew. According (o
SHADOW sources, Capoccia made a
deal with the Gethsemane Garden Bap-
tist Church of New York, that had obtain-
ed the site in 1992, enabling him to build
on their land. Earlier, Capoccia acquired
342 East Eighth Street, a corner lot also
known as 125 Avenue C.

The two remaining city-owned lots on
Avenue C sought by Capoccia for his

By Chris Flash

1998 proposal included Jardin Bello
Amanecer at 117-119 Avenue C, operat-
ed by Carmen PabOn, an elderly Puerto
Rican woman, and a lot at 121-123 Ave-
nue C. SHADOW sources say that in
1999, City Councilperson Margarita Lo-
pez brokered a deal with Capoccia that
spared one-third of Pab6n’s garden while
allowing Capoccia and his partners to ex-
pand their proposed housing project to
include building on the site of the
Esperanza Garden.

Lopez’ stated reason was the preserva-
tion of a mural on the north wall of a
building adjoining Pabon’s garden depict-
ing Puerto-Rican struggle. But, according
to SHADOW sources, Lopez acted to
save Pabon’s garden as a favor to Pabon,
her long time friend. Under this new
arrangement, by giving up 1,000 square
feet of part of Carmen PabOn's garden,
Capoccia would get 1o use the full 5,000
square feet of the Esperanza Garden for
development.

Since this was not the original propos-
al approved by the Community Board
preserving the Esperanza Garden, the
new Capoccia/Lopez deal should have
gone back to the City Planning Commis-
sion for review under ULURP (Uniform
Land Use Review Procedures), as man-
dated by the City Charter, but it did not.

Esperanza attorney Joel Kupferman
sought a court order in New York State
Supreme Court that the disposition of Es-
peranza go back through the ULURP
process, arguing that the Capoccia/Lopez
deal violated ULURP, but Justice Davis
ruled that the Esperanza gardeners had
no standing to bring an action against the
city.

With Lopez’ blessing, the new plan to
build on the Esperanza site was accepted
without Community Board approval and
outside of the competitive bidding pro-
cess. This was confirmed when the Daily
News subsequently reported that Capoc-
cia’s company, BFC Partners, in partner-
ship with the Gethsemane Baptist
Church, had been designated by the city
to develop the site of the Esperanza Gar-
den. Lopez, in a written statement, later
denied making a deal with Capoccia.

Despite highly publicized public auc-
tions of city-owned land in recent years,
Donald Capoccia has been able to obtain
other city-owned land outside of the bid-
ding process. As reported in SHADOWs
#42 and #43, Capoccia was behind the
destruction of several Lower East Side
garden sites handed to him by the city for
building city and state subsidized yuppie
condominiums. Currently, Capoccia, ei-
ther directly or through his network of
partnerships and corporate veils, owns
and/or controls dozens of properties on

CHRIS FLASH

CAROLINA KROON

SHADOW #45--(Jan.1999-March 2000)--Page 3

the Lower East Side and in Harlem, on
city land given to him for little or no
money at all.

Not surprisingly, Capoccia is a long
time friend and financial contributor (o
mayor Giuliani. On more than one occa-
sion, Giuliani has had to return tens of
thousands of dollars donated by Capoccia
and his partners at BFC over the legal
limit. However, Giuliani has been able to
keep thousands of dollars in gifts received
from Capoccia over the years.

Fully aware of Capoccia’s plans for
Esperanza, garden defenders maintained
a 24 hour encampment against any evic-
tion attempts. The activist group More
Gardens! erected a huge frog on a pedes-
tal with room for two to sleep in each
night to keep watch through the frog’s
eyes. The frog, known as a "coqui,” which,
in Puerto Rican legend, is said to repel
attackers, was posted at the garden en-
trance. Recently, Time's Up and other
community groups and activists joined in,
stepping up the campaign to fortify Es-
peranza’s defenses. This included a 25
foot steel sunflower with a seat on top
with an arm lock-down, a California-style
tripod on which someone could sit, and
several lock-down devices scattered
throughout the garden. Known as Sleep-
ing Dragons, these consisted of cement
blocks buried five feet underground with
rebar (metal rods used to reinforce con-
crete), into which people’s arms could be
locked in place, Earth First! style. Inside
the coqui were two more lock-downs.

When the Esperanza Garden received
a vist in early February from 9th precinct
Deputy Inspector Conroy and "Commun-
ity Affairs" officer Hernandez, it was clear
that a police raid was imminent. Despite
their casual demeanor, the true purpose
of the police visit was to gather informa-
tion, to determine who was "in charge"
and to assess what level of resistance
would meet an attempted eviction of the
garden. An offer by Conroy to meet with
garden defenders at the 9th precinct was
quickly refused.

On February 14, Esperanza attorney
Harry Kresky sought a stay pending an
appeal of the previous judge’s decision,
but his motion was denied. Later that
evening, cops were seen posting no park-
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City plat shows lots acquired by

Donald Capoccia and partners, with
help from friends, to create 17,000
square foot property to build on.

Lot #27: People’s Warehouse site
held by Gethsemane Garden Baptist
Church

Lot #29: Bought by Capoccia

Lot #30: City-owned lot given to
Capoccia

Lot #32: Carmen Pabén’s garden
Lots #40 + 41: Esperanza Garden

BULLDOZER DESTROYS GARDEN AS COPS RAID FROG

ing signs on East Seventh Street. Deputy
Inspector Conroy, stopped by garden de-
fenders, told them that the raid would be
coming the following morning. He pro-
mised that cops would be "slow and care-
ful." At about 3:00 am, tow trucks re-
moved parked cars outside the garden.
By 7:00, about 150 people occupied the
Esperanza Garden. Media and television
crews, alerted via cell phone, had arrived
earlier, in time for their morning news
shows.

People quickly locked themselves
down throughout the garden and erected
two more tripods. With not enough lock-
down devices to go around, people
chained themselves to whatever they
could. Several escape routes were created
to allow people to avoid arrests. Barri-
cades were built in the rear and wood
was piled in front of the garden entrance.

Cops broke into three surrounding

Continued On Page 7
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A curfew was declared for 50 square
blocks of downtown, and Mayor Paul
Schell quickly won City Council approval
--with no public hearings, ofcourse--for a
state of emergency. The area around the
convention center was declared a "no-pro-
test zone." The next day, Councilmember
Richard Mclver (the council’s only Afri-
can American) would be dragged from
his car and thrown to the ground by po-
lice at a roadblock. By official decree, it
was illegal to sell or possess a gas-mask.
Governor Gary Locke also mobilized the
National Guard.

The day had seen few arrests--only 68.

Wednesday, December 1

Protesters arrived back at downtown
in the morning with brooms to clean up
the broken glass and debris. Hundreds of
National Guardsmen, state troopers and
police from several municipalities milled
around back at the convention center.
The Guard were unarmed, but many of
the police bad rifles and gas-masks.
CNN.com reported that 166 active-duty
elite Pentagon troops, including Special
Forces, had been sent to Seattle to "as-
sist" the police. The Federal Emergency
Management (FEMA) established a
"staging area" at Lake Union Naval Re-
serve Center.

Later, the United Steelworkers of
America held a rally at the waterfront,
dumping faux'Chinese steel into the har-
bor--a Seattle Steel Party to echo the
Boston Tea Party. Their banner read, "No
Globalization Without Representation.”

When the rally broke up, a group went
back to the "no-protest zone," and pene-
trated it. Police followed but didn't use
gas--possibly because President Clinton
was being moved around downtown at
that time. Many sat down in the street
and were arrested.

For three hours, police followed the
march around the city. When it arrived
back in Capitol Hill (away from down-
town and the media), police attacked the
march without warning, attempting to
drive a patrol car through the middle of
the crowd, then letting loose with gas and
rubber pellets at close range.

Cops took peoples’ legs out from un-
der them as they ran, and maced protest-
ers directly in the face. Again, residents
came 1o the streets in support of the pro-
testers. For a second day in a row, a po-
lice riot raged into the night in Capitol
Hill.

The day saw over 400 arresis.

Thursday, December 2

The next morning saw a farmers rally

SEATTLE ROCKS....

(outside the "no-protest zone'), with par-
ticipants from around world. Farmer ac-
tivists from India and Mexico joined con-
sumer advocate Ralph Nader to condemn
Monsanto and genetic manipulation of
the world’s seed stock. Again, groups
peeled off afterward to challenge the "no-
protest” zone. There was a stand-off with
police, and more arrests.

As evening came, few of the now
nearly 600 arrested had yet been re-
leased. Securing their release became the
priority of the protesters. The King
County jail at Spring and Madison was
completely surrounded--although many
arresied protesiers had actually been
taken to former Sand Point Navy base, a
half-hour from downtown. At Sand Point,
protesters refused to get off the bus for
15 hours, were handcuffed without food
or water or access to their lawyers, and
were finally forced off with mace and
pepper-spray. Police finally did agree 1o
speed the processing. The next day, most
were released--although some with felony
charges or outstanding warrants remain
behind bars as of this writing.

Global Solidarity

As gas choked the streets, groups like
Public Citizen, Global Exchange and the
International Forum on Globalization
held seminars about globalization's im-
pacts on ecology, labor standards and hu-
man rights—-and the prospects for trans-
national resistance. These were attended
by activists from every corner of globe--
Mexican campesinos, South Korean un-
ionists, and Chinese labor dissidents.

The Independent Media Center, a
coalition of alternative media and jour-
nalists from across the US, came together
to produce a web site <www.indymedia.
org> which was updated virtually in real
time, including video. On Tuesday night,
the IMC offices were surrounded by po-
lice, who barred any entrance or exit.

The Seattle actions were received with
solidarity protests across the world. On
Friday November 26, a Reclaim The
Streets action briefly shut down 44th
street'at Times Square in New York City.
The rave party was violently attacked by
police with no warning to disperse. 45
were arrested, and one person was
charged with assault on a police officer
and held on Rikers Island for two days.

While violence shook Seattle, solidarity
marches were held in Portland, OR, Bos-
ton, MA, and other US cities. 75,000 took
to the streets throughout France to pro-
test the WTO on November 30. Police al-
so attacked a solidarity rally in London.
40 were arrested, and a police van was

torched. "Green Rennet" eco-saboteurs
even cut power to the WTO headquarters
in Geneva on December 3, crashing sev-
eral computers. Peasants held marches
against the WTO throughout India. Hong
Kong also saw solidarity protests, al-
though the official Chinese media hardly
mentioned the Seattle protests. On De-
cember 11, hundreds of striking students
in Mexico City marched in solidarity with
Seattle. Riot police attacked the march,
and 98 were arrested and 10 wounded--
including four police. Windows were
broken at the US embassy.

The WTO finally met towards the end
of the week, only to deadlock on setting
an agenda. The threat of protest forced
Clinton to insist on bringing the issues of
labor and environmental standards to the
talks. The Democratic Party’s alliance
with organized labor was already strained
by Clinton’s support for China's new
WTO membership. This move won Clin-
ton's WTO position the support of AFL-
CIO President John Sweeney, but UAW’s
Stephen Yokich and the Teamsters’ Jim-
my Hoffa sharply dissented. With 50,000
in the streets of Seattle, Bill couldn't
soften his line.

China and Third World countries re-

fused to discuss labor standards. Various
Third World countries also protested that
the top industrial powers held real power
in the WTO, with only their inner circle
gaining access to WTO Secretary-General
Michael Moore. At week’s end, the dele-
gates departed for their respective coun-
tries, having accomplished nothing. "The
protestors were successful in stopping the
negotiations,” admitted James Clawson, a
member of the US negotiating team.

In the aftermath, public hearings into
the violence were held in Seattle, and Po-
lice Chief Norman Stamper announced
he was stepping down.

One piece of graffiti was painted all
over Seattle: "Don’t Forget. We are Win-
ning."

(Combined reportage by Vicki Larson,
Greg Ruggiero & Bill Times Up.
Compiled by Bill Weinberg)
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[For more eyewitness reports and photos on
the Seattle protests, check out these web
sites: <http://www.indymedia.org/>, <http://
www. counterpunch.org/seattlediary.htmi>,
<http://www.counterpunch.org/seattle. html >,
<http://www.seattlewto.org>, <http://

SHADOW.MediaFilter.org >]

WHY THE WTO SUCKS

By Bill Weinberg

The World Trade Organization (WT0)
was established at the January 1995
Uruguay Rounds on the General Agree-
ments on Tariffs & Trade (GATT). An ar-
cane, mundane set of trade agreements
was transformed into a super-powerful
agency of global governance, tran-
scending the sovereignty of nations and
enforcing the "race to the bottom" under
threat of trade sanctions. GATT's new
maximum standards on labor, environ-
ment and food safety (written by corpor-
ate lobbyists) allowed no nation to im-
pose more stringent laws. The WTO,
made up of the member nations' trade
representatives, would rule when one
government challenged another's laws.

In the first case heard before WTO in
1995, Venezuelasuccessfullychallenged
provisions of the US Clean Air Act bar-
ring the import of gasoline which re-
leases more contaminants than the aver-
age from domestic refineries. Rather
than face $150 million in annual trade
sanctions, President Clinton ordered the
EPA to rewrite the Clean Air Act. The
new provisions were identical to those
the oil industry had long demanded.

In the next cases, in 1998, ecology
fared no better. First, the WTO upheld
complaints by India, Malaysia, Thailand
and Pakistan against a US |law banning
import of shrimp caught in nets that en-
tangle endangered seaturtles. The deci-
sion slipped through a loophole in
GATT's Article XX, which officially ex-
empts laws designed to protect the en-
vironment from challenge: the WTQO ap-
pellate panel ruled there was an exemp-

tion to the exemption, for laws which are
deemed "arbitrary and discriminatory.”
Because the decision left open the pos-
sibility of upholding environmental laws,
the Clinton Administration actually hailed
the striking down of a US environmental
law as a victory. The distinction will
mean nothing to the sea turtles.

Next, the WTO upheld a US com-
plaint against a European Union ban on
import of beef treated with biotech
growthhormones. Then-WTO Secretary-
General Renato Ruggiero stated openly
that environmental standards are
"doomed to fail and could only damage
the global trading system.”

The next conceived step in global
corporate governance was the Multila-
teral Agreements on Investment (MAI),
which would give corporations them-
selves, rather than governments, "stand-
ing" to challenge laws and other
perceived threats to their investments
anywhere in the world. State, local and
municipal governments would be bound
to comply. National or local govern-
ments could be held liable for failing to
crush strikes or boycotts.

Last year, the MAI was scuttled
following a global activist campaign
coordinated over the Internet. However,
some of the MAI's worst provisions were
proposed to beincorporated into GATT/
WTO at the Millenial Round in Seattle.
The protests effectively scuttled this
agenda. These provisions may be
introduced when the WTO meets in
January to try again in Geneva.



RECLAIM THE STREETS
LIBERATES TIMES SQUARE!!

By Chris Flash

On November 26, 1999, the day after
Thanksgiving and traditionally the busiest
shogping day of the year, members of the
Reclaim the Streets network, who have
staged numerous protests against the cul-
tural crackdowns of the Giuliani admini-
stration and the consequent decline of
street life in New York City, took to the
streets to shake up the holiday compla-
cency.

Flyers had been posted throughout the
Lower East Side announcing a Festival of
Resistance at Union Square Park at 2:00
pm, and, predictably, dozens of cops and
their vehicles were there at the appointed
hour. Within half an hour, word passed
through the crowd to proceed into the
subway at Union Square to the. real loca-
tion, which turned out to be Times
Square, where a core group had already
taken the streets at 44th and Broadway.
The contingent from Union Square
swelled the dancing, celebrating
multitudes to well over 500. Pedestrians
and tourists in Times Square also joined
the party, swaying to the beat of a sound
truck driven into the square by Reclaim
the Streets activists. In the middle of the
crowd, a man sat perched on a tripod
about 50 feet in the air.

It took 45 minutes for the NYPD to
assemble enough cops to break up the
rally, and when they finally moved in,
they did so with a vengeance, roughing
people up and dragging 45 celebrants into
vans. By 3:30, the intersection was made
safe for the flow of traffic, but 44th Street
was blocked by cops patting themselves
on their backs for a job well done.

Meanwhile, most of the crowd that
had avoided arrest simply relocated to
nearby Bryant Park in defiance of mayor
Giuliahi's unconstitutional park regulation
forbidding groups of 20 people or more
from gathering in a city park without a
permit. For another hour, the party of
300 continued in full swing, with dancing,
clapping, drumming, whistles and fire
breathing around the fountain. By 4:15,
everyone left the park to mount a vigil
outside the 7th police precinct, where
those arrested earlier had be

.

Hundreds of cops arrived at Bryant
Park with brutal intentions just as the
celebrants calmly disappeared into the
subway. As usual, it was too much too
late!! Two train cars full made their way
to the 7th precinct on Pitt Street, where
they disregarded threats of arrest and
skillfully avoided continuous attempts by
cops to pen them behind metal barriers.
For about four hours, demonstrators,
guided by Times Up, kept up the heat on
the precinct--excercising, playing games
like "Simon Says," running around the
block, dancing and drumming. Finally,
their persistence paid off when almost
everyone arrested was released.

Reclaim the Streets, born in London
in 1995, is a world-wide movement with
local branches throwing road parties as
both a protest against the corporatization
of public space and a living, dancing
example of what public space could be.
The November 26 street party in Times
Square was held in conjunction with the
International Day of Action Against the
upcoming World Trade Organization.

At the Times Square party, Reclaim
The Streets announced: "As the finance
ministers and corporate bureaucrats meet
in Seattle on November 30th under the
banner of the World Trade Organization
to continue their assault on the environ-
ment, labor, and human rights, over
50,000 students, farmers, workers, envi-
ronmentalists and labor activists will ini-
tiate a massive street protest to shut them
down!" Four days later, that’s just what
happened.

For more information about Reclaim the
Streets, check out this web site:

<http://ReéclaimTheStreetsNYC.tao.ca>

]
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"EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT"
IN SEATTLE

By Frank Morales

On November 13, 1999, the Execu-
tive Director of the Chicago-based
Emergency Response and Research In-
stitute (ERRI) issued a "world-wide ter-
rorism advisory" stating that ERRI was
"monitoring possible threats concerning
an upcoming World Trade Organization
meeting to be held in Seattle at the end
of November, and the possibility of anti-
capitalist street violence...."

Only a few months earlier, the Wash-
ington State Military Department had re-
ceived a request from Seattle Mayor
Paul Schell, “for consequence manage-
ment resources in support of the World
Trade Organization Conference." At that
time, the Military Department's Emergen-
cy Management Division reported that
“most resources identified are beyond
the capability of the State and will be
forwarded to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to be con-
sidered by the federal government."
FEMA, an ‘independent' government
agency set up to deal with "all types of
hazards," including ‘internal distur-
bance," trains and finances local "emer-
gency operations' offices around the
country. FEMA's Region 10 office, which
covers Washington state, noted in a
mid-October publication under the
heading of "Terrorism," that while "the
World Trade Organization preparation
meetings are still progressing...at this
point in time the security threat at this
meeting in Seattle is considered low." By
November 1st, the Seattle protest had
been upgraded as a "security threat."

According to the local FEMA office,
the protest was "designated a ‘National
Special Security Event’ by the National
Security Council." FEMA's Federal Re-
sponse Plan (FRP) provides legal au-
thority for the Federal Government to re-
spond to all sorts of "emergencies,” in-
cluding those that are *man-made." FRP
training utilizes "special/extraordinary
event exercises' simulating "regional
events such as large-scale civil dis-
turbances." The FRP is a work in pro-
gress and was last updated in April
1999 in a "Concept of Operations" publi-
cation. The FEMA Plan correlates with
the Department of Defense Manual for
Civil Emergencies (Directive 3025.1-M).

Back in 1997, a "notice of change"
was issued by FEMA, adding "a Terror-
ism Incident Annex to the FRP, which
will be used to implement Presidential
Decision Directive 39 (PDD-39)." Accord-
ing to the Terrorism Annex, United
States Policy on Counterterrorism dis-

cusses crisis management and conse-

quence management," and that while
FEMA is to implement a "consequence
management” operation, "the FBI as the
Federal Lead Agency for crisis manage-
ment," will manage "predominantly a law
enforcement response.”

Two weeks before the Seattle WTO
Conference, the FBIl issued its own alert
regarding the protests. |t stated that "the
threat of violent or destructive criminal
activity--to include individual and group
acts of civil disturbance--is considered a
distinct possibility." The Bureau defines
terrorism this way: "The unlawful use of
force or violence against persons or
property to intimidate or coerce a gov-
ernment, the civilian population, or any
segment of it, in furtherance of political
or social objectives." For the purposes
of the crackdown in Seattle, civil disobe-
dience had become a terrorist threat.

By the time the china began to rattle
in Seattle on the morning of December
1st, hundreds of very visible Army Na-
tional Guard troops from the 81st Infan-
try Brigade hit the streets. The 81st,
which normally trains for combat, "re-
cently requalified in riot-control opera-

tions under a Guard-managed training
program." Following Mayor Schell's "De-
claration of Civil Emergency," under au-
thority of Seattle’s Municipal Code, and
Governor Gary Locke's "Proclamation of
Emergency" calling out the troops, a full-
scale "non-lethal" militarized police as-
sault was initiated. The target: massive
non-violent civil disobedience which had
succeeded in making its point. The
Guard was trained under Civil Distur-
grations. Their "main
“patrolling sidewalks
and forcing demonstrators out of a 50-
square-block no-protest zone."

In addition to the "unarmed," "civilian-
soldiers," "more than 160 active duty
military personnel' were activated, “in-
cluding a small number of Special
Forces troops." The Joint Special Oper-
ations Task Force (JSOTF) present in
Seattle were military "counter-terrorist,”
"crisis management" specialists, de-
signed for rapid deployment both here
and abroad. The JSOTF defines terror-
ism as both a law enforcement and na-
tional security threat. According to CNN,
they were in Seattle "largely to provide
expertise and assist in coordinating a
federal response in the event of a terror-
ist attack during such a high profile
event."

Special Forces ‘“expertise' was
passed on as a "force multiplier" for the
police and other state and federal forces
directly employed to suppress protest.
The Seattle Police Department, working
with nearly two dozen law enforcement
agencies, including the FBI, SWAT com-
mandos, the Washington State Patrol
and the King County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, constituted a sizable force. With
the protesters penned-in, the police un-
leashed their media-friendly arsenal of
"abusable," "non-lethal weapons" which,
among other things, "break down the
delineation between military and police."

"Block by block, officers fired canis-
ters of gas into the crowds with a terrify-
ing boom. Then they shot rubber bullets
into the backs of protesters even as
they ran away," The Seattle Times re-
ported. A doctor assisting protesters
told the Independent Media Center. "we
had reports of many demonstrators
winding up with seizures the next day."
He added, "I did see penetration
wounds. | did see people bleeding. | did
see teeth loss. | did see broken bones.
There were children present, there were
families present. They were firing upon
families, mothers, grandmothers."

During the assault, several local hos-
pitals "were tracking symptoms of pa-
tients" who came to their emergency
rooms "to see if there is a pattern that
indicates any sign of bioterrorism,” an
effort the hospitals had "been working
on with the Department of Defense" for
several weeks prior to the demonstra-
tion, according to the Seattle Times.
Perhaps they were advised of the Joint
Chief's admonition that “non-lethal wea-
pons shall not be required to have a ze-
ro probability of producing fatalities or
permanent injuries.”

In any case, at a certain point, the
police ran out of gas. Guardsmen met
with federal agents at the headquarters
of Defense Technology Corporation of
America in Casper, Wyoming. The Army
Link News reported that "six members
of the Wyoming Air National Guard lent
a hand by flying 3,300 pounds of civilian
riot control munitions” back to Seattle,
And the war cominues,‘;

[An edited version of this article appears
in the latest Covert Action Quarterly
Magazine: http.//covertaction.org]
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Longtime Lower East Siders dread the
sound of helicopters in the morning. They
are the airborne omens of doom, the
ravens, the murder of crows, the vultures
circling over a soon-dead creature. On
the Lower East Side, they are the har-
bingers of yet another eviction.

So it was on the morning of April 27,
when police helicopters circling over Ave-
nue C heralded the eviction of yet ano-
ther squat, Dos Blockos, at 713 East
Ninth Street. Over 100 riot palice invaded
the neighborhood, sealing off Ninth Street
between C and D, kicking in doors in
neighboring buildings and commandeer-
ing rooftops.

You'v€ seen this drama before, you
know the drill, the eternal conflict be-
tween the disorganized poor, theatrically
asserting their moral rights, and the over-
whelming military power of the state, en-
forcing the sacred dominion of wealthy

~=# landowners against rebels and heretics.

Cries of "You're taking poor people out
of their homes" and "the Earth belongs to
all of us" versus barks of "Who's missing
shields? Line up. Two columns. C'mon,
people, let’s go" and "we have control of
the building."

These days on the Lower East Side,
this drama has only one ending. Despite
heavy barricades by squat defenders, po-
lice were inside the building and had
completed the eviction by 1:00, arresting
the last squatters remaining. A total of 13
people were busted inside, all charged
with obstructing governmental administra-
tion.

The Dos Blockos squat, a six-story
22-unit building abandoned in the savings-
and-loan scandal of 1989, was one of the
rare squats owned by a private landlord
rather than by the City of New York.

As reporied in SHADOW #44, the
building, a former squat bought from the
city by a real estate developer in the mid-
80s who later lost it through foreclosure,
was occupied by the Dos Blockos squat-
ters since 1993. In 1996, the building was
sold to "East 9 LLC," a limited liability

VICT DOS BLOCKOS SQUAT

. By Steven Wishnia
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company managed by Milton Rinzler of
Dominion Management. Failing to sell
the building off, the new owner began
eviction proceedings in August 1998, with
an eye toward creating luxury housing. By
March 1999, even as legal efforts to stop
the eviction were ongoing, Dos Blockos
residents were preparing for the inevit-
able. |

Residents and supporters of "Fort
Blockos" spent the weeks before the ex-
pected eviction fortifying the building with
barricades, obstacles and booby traps.
They erected walls, plugged a manhole
with cement and steel to prevent electrici-
ty getting cut off, encased the fire escape
and hung poles over the roof parapet to
thwart police cherry pickers, and filled
the front room of the building with tons
of junk, garbage and debris to deter
police efforts to get through the front
wall. As they worked daily to secure the
building, police helicopters passed by
several times daily, monitoring their
activities.

April 27: The day began with theatrics.
Tipped off that cops and marshals were
on their way, protesters were at Dos
Blockos by 7:00 am. Cops, arriving at
8:00, were met with a circle of stale
doughnuts outside the squat as a "first
line of defense." One activist disguised
herself as a housewife in a bathrobe and
slippers, a purple wig and hair rollers. As
cops waited for marshals, some people
played see-saw with police barricades
while others played soccer.

Soon, police moved in in full force,
bringing in the usual armada of paddy
wagons and Emergency Services Unit
trucks, and enough weaponry to convince
people that active resistance is suicidal.
Cops set up video surveillance, the front
door of nearby squat Serenity House was
broken down by cops demanding roof ac-
cess as cops took other surrounding roof-
tops, and police set up a command center
in-a children’s daycare center across the
street. When squatters and demonstrators
refused to leave the front of Dos Blockos,

EDDIE WILLIAMS

cops pushed them to Avenue C and ar-
rested six people. Three were charged
with resisting arresl.

Police still had to get inside the build-
ing. ESU cops clad in white bio-chemical
protection suits attacked the front with
jackhammers, but the squatters had

' bricked in the doorway and the entrances

to the two storefronts with extra cinder-
blocks. A derelict-looking man vomited
beer off the fourth-floor fire escape. Cops
sledgehammering through the "Housing Is
a Human Right" mural on the front wall
only found more cinderblocks behind it.
"The cement was extra thick, reinforced,"
one officer said. "The door, you wouldn't
believe."

By 11:30, police were on the fire es-
cape, while a squatter waved a black
cocktail dress out a sixth-floor window
like a sequined anarchy flag. Floor by
floor, they chopped down the "WE THE
PEOPLE WON'T GO," banner that
adorned five stories of the fire escape.
Two columns of armored police marched
around the back of the building, and a
few minutes later, nine squatters left the
building rather than face arrest. It later
turned out that in their zeal to thwar' a
frontal assault on the building, the squat
defenders had left the basement entrance
wide open, giving cops easy access. Once
cops got inside, people cut water lines
and flooded parts of the building--the
drains had been sealed earlier.

At noon, police began sawing off parts
of the third-floor fire escape to arrest the
three squatters who had chained them-
selves to it. Longtime squatter Jerry "the
Peddler" Wade was the first one grabbed,
taken out onto the roof of an ESU truck
that had pulled up to the front of the
building and was marched gingerly down
a ladder. Police were unable to dismantle
the V-shaped cylinder he had locked his
arms into.

"They took our home of seven years,"
he said as he was being perp-walked to

PETER LeVASSEUR
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JERRY THE PEDDLER IN IRON

the paddy wagon. "These cops are doing
it all for the landlord." Jerry and the
others who locked down were arrested.

"I'm outraged about this," City Coun-
cilmember Margarita Lopez said at the
scene. "This building was abandoned by
the owner and the community took it
over. Ten years later, the landlord dis-
covers he can make plenty of money. Do
you think they're going to come in here
and create affordable housing? Absolutely
not!"

Police Chief Allan Hoehl told a rather
sycophantic group of corporate-media re-
porters--they asked questions like "What
dangers did your officers face going into
the building?"--that his main priority was
to make the eviction as safe as possible
for his officers "and the demonstrators,"

"So you're making the building safe for
the landlord to charge $2,500 a month
rent," the SHADOW asked/told him. He
looked at the reporter as if he were a
cockroach, and then flicked the question
aside. "We're assisting the city marshal in
evicting the squatters,” he replied.




buildings to take over rooftops and pre-
vent video taping by witnesses. With a
helicopter overhead, by 10:00, cops con-
verged on the garden, clipping their way
in as neighborhood people yelled and
chanted against them. Over the next
hour, cops used a chain saw to cut apart
the coqui, shovels and "jaws of life" to dig
out the sleeping dragons, and jackham-
mers to break up the concrete blocks,
with defenders’ arms still locked inside
them. Another defender was covered with
a wet blanket as cops cut him out of his
lock-down with a power saw.

Meanwhile, as the raid was ongoing, a
hearing on Esperanza had been set up in
State Supreme Court in Brooklyn. For
weeks, lawyers for New York State Attor-
ney General Elliot Spitzer had been fight-
ing the city to save gardens built on city-
owned lots, including Esperanza, arguing
that the gardens should be considered
parks that could only be sold after a state
environmental review or by an act of the
state legislature.

Tipped off by a garden activist that
police were mobilizing outside of Esper-
anza, Spitzer’s office contacted the city’s
attorneys on the morning of the raid to
request that the city hold back until the
state’s motion to get a Temporary Re-
straining Order (TRO) could be heard in
court at 11:00. Susan Amron of the Cor-
poration Counsel (the city’s attorneys),
refused, telling Spitzer’s people "this has
been scheduled for a long time."

Garden defenders tried to stall cops
until the judge’s decision could be heard,
but the motion wasn't finished in time be-
cause the city refused to delay the raid
before the judge could rule.

After everyone had been taken away,
the last person occupying the garden was
a woman atop the steel sunflower. Un-
able to get her down, cops convinced her
that the defenders had succeeded in court
and that the raid was over. Once she un-
locked and came down, she was busted.
Those arrested were charged with "Ob-
structing Governmental Administration,”
"Trespass," and "Resisting Arrest." After
being held for 24 hours, all were released.

As Esperanza was being cleared by
cops and city workers, angry demonstra-
tors outside the garden shouted their sup-
port to those being arrested. Cops tried
to push them away from the intersection
of 7th and Avenue C, engaging in a shov-
ing match for several minutes. Cops at-
tempted to steer people into waiting
pens, but they refused. .

Before the last garden defender was
removed, Capoccia’s demolition crew
rolled in with a bull dozer and back hoe,
destroying everything in sight. This was
the same crew that leveled the Tenth
Street Garden for Capoccia in December
of 1997. When they were done, they
erected a plywood fence around Esperan-
za and the lots on Eighth Street and
along Avenue C, reducing Carmen Pa-
bon’s garden to a sliver. Serial garden
killer Donald Capoccia now has a neat

ESPERANZA GARDEN....

17,000 square foot parcel, ready for ex-
ploitation.

Mayor Giuliani justified his circum-
venting the legal process for his good
friend Donald Capoccia with a rambling
statement: "When people become out of
control advocates, they don’t live in the
real world anymore. The mayor has to
live in the real world."

After the destruction of Esperanza,
Attorney General Spitzer told the media
that Giuliani’s raid on Esperanza before
he could get a hearing on the gardens
was "irresponsible." As a result of the
mayor’s blitz kreig against Esperanza, an
angry State Supreme Court Justice
Richard Huttner granted state lawyers a
TRO against the city from moving on 630
other gardens on city-owned lots, pending
another hearing on March 1.

Mayor Giuliani says he is considering
appealing Huttner’s ruling, and has an-
nounced that the city will transfer title to
the Esperanza site to Capoccia and his
partners before the March 1 hearing
date.

Unfortunately, Judge Huttner did not
include the Esperanza Garden in his
order, accepting city attorneys’ arguments
that Esperanza had lost in court the day
before and that Esperanza had an appeal
pending before another court. Since the
Esperanza Garden had already been de-
molished, Huttner decided it was a moot
issue.

On February 22, Kresky filed an ap-
peal arguing that the Esperanza Garden
is not a moot issue because title has not
yet been transfered to Capoccia and his
partners, and that even though the gar-
den has been razed, as long as the land
and gardeners are there, Esperanza can
be restored. A decision on Kresky's ap-
peal, which included an amicus brief from
Spitzer’s office, is expected before the
title to Esperanza is transfered. Pressure
is also being put on the Appellate Divi-
sion to issue a stay that will prevent title
transfer and development of the Esperan-
za site.

Ironically, the mural facing Carmen
Pab6n’s garden that was saved by Mar-
garita Lopez reads: "Peace, Esperanza,
Justice From One Generation To Ano-
ther, La Lucha Continua."

[Across the street from Capoccia's new
acquisitions on Avenue C, a new four
and one half story building is rising.
Called "Police Service Area #4' and
financed by the New York City Housing
Authority, this Housing Police sub-sta-
tion is expected to further facilitate gen-
trification in the area, including the even-
tual privatization of the public housing
projects along Avenue D.]

(For more info on helping to save the
gardens, call More Gardens! at 212-330-
6851; Time's Up at 212-802-8222; José
Torres/Esperanza Gardeners at 212-
505-3568)

CAROLINA KROON
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FIFTH STREET SQUATTERS WIN
IN LAWSUIT AGAINST CITY

By Chris Flash

Almost three years after their eviction,
residents of the Fifth Street Squat have
won a court victory against the Depart-

ment of Housing, Preservation and De- |

velopment (HPD).

When a small fire broke out on the
second floor of 537-539 East Fifth Street
on February 9, 1997, squat residents,
many not fully dressed and nqt carrying
their IDs or wallets, left the building, told
by firefighters that they could return
later.

Instead, the squatters were pushed
down the block by cops and forced to
stand outside in freezing weather and
then witness the demolition of their
home a day later.

As reported in SHADOW #41, as the
wrecking ball was crashing into the
building, squatter attorney Jackie Bu-
kowski was in court, seeking an emer-
gency order to stop the demolition and
waliting for city attorney Arthur Shaw to
show up. After the order was obtained,
Bukowski rushed to East Fifth Street to
stop the demolition, but was ignored by
cops, who almost arrested her. The
demolition resulted in the deaths of
several cats and dogs and the destruc-
tion and removal of building residents’
possessions.

As the buildings were ripped apart,
with no steps taken to protect the neigh-
borhood from toxic dust and falling
debris, Jerry McCarty, of the mayor's
Office of Emergency Management, told
legal activists on the scene that the city
was willing to absorb any lawsuit stem-
ming from the demolition.

The displaced squatters immediately
filed suit against the city, seeking $2.6
million, for $100,000 per person, for the
city's violation of their constitutional
rights.

In her December 23, 1999 decision,
State Supreme Court Justice Barbara
Kapnick found HPD in civil contempt for
violating her court orders of February 10
& 11, 1997 demanding halting of the
demolition and that HPD return squat-
ters' possessions. Reciting testimony
from squatters and their neighbors,
Judge Kapnick found that that HPD and
its employees destroyed or kept many
of the squatter's possessions in direct
violation of her order. However, she did

not find any party in contempt for demo-

lishing the buildings. Bukowski told the
SHADOW: "Although the lawsuit didn't
find the mayor responsible, I'm sure he
was knowledgable about the demolition-
-he's a serial offender who breaks the
law and violates court orders with im-
punity."

As reported in SHADOW #41, in the
weeks before the demolition of their
building, the Fifth Street squatters were
preparing to do battle with People’'s Mu-
tual Housing Association (PMHA), a so-
called housing group that was seeking
to take their squat and a vacant building
and lot on either side of the.squat.

PMHA, which.had lined up almost $3
million in federal and state funds to re-
develop the buildings into 29 units of
low-to-moderate-income _ housing,
claimed that the squat was empty when
they began negotiating with HPD for it in
1994, though they knew otherwise. In
fact, the squatters had been in resi-
dence since 1982, and had made major
repairs to their building. When the build-
ings were taken down, PMHA cried foul
play, but not out of concern for the dis-
placed building residents.

Now, three years later, PMHA's pro-
ject is finally going forward. A large sign
posted on plywood fencing surrounding

the still vacant lots lists the owner as |

United Mutual Houses, LP, a PMHA front
group. The address of the contractor,
HLS Builders Corp, is given as 320 East
Fourth Street, which is another building
owned by PMHA around the corner
from the squat. Based on recent sales
of vacant lots at city auctions, and the
proximity of the lots to Avenue A, the
three contiguous lots are now worth
more than $1 million.

The issue of monetary compensation
was directed to a court-appointed refer-
ee for a hearing, but city attorney Arthur
Shaw told Bukowski: "Of course, we're
going tc appeal' Judge Kapnick’s deci-
sion. Kurt, a Fifth Street Squat resident,
told the SHADOW: "Monetary damages
cannot bring that [the squat] back, but
may be the only avenue of retribution."

[For more info and background on the Fifth
Street Squat demolition and lawsuit, see
SHADOW #41 and check out this web site:
<http://www.panix.com/ ~ blackout/fifth
street htmi>]

TOXIC DUST + DEBRIS FALL DURING ILLEGAL DEMOLITION
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