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WORl D TRADE ORGANIZAT·ION 
PROTESTS ROCK SEATILE! 

Report from the Battle Lines 
From Combined SHADOW Sources 
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In the first week of December, protest­
ers from around the US and the planet 
converged on Seattle, Washington, to suc­
cessfully block the Millennial Round of 
negotiations by the World Trade Organ­

ization (WTO). Downtown Seattle was 
shut down for days and a state of emer­
gency declared as police unleashed tear 
gas and rubber bullet assaults and the 
National Guard was called out. The WTO 
--a global body of appointed technocrats 
with the power to impose sweeping trade 
sanctions against any nation which devi­
ates from "Free Trade" dogma--was un­
able to reach any agreements or further 
advance its draconian veto powers over 
public policy in 135 nations. The protests 

marked an unprecedented alliance be­
tween organized labor, environmentalists, 

farmers and independent alternative 
media to resist global corporate rule. 

Monday, November 29 
The weeks before the WTO arrived in 

Seattle were fi lled with dramatic small­
scale actions. Protesters scaled flagpoles, 
climbed construction cranes and rappeled 
down from an overpass above Interstate 
5 to unfurl banners denouncing the WTO. 
Residents and authorities alike had every 

reason to believe something big was 
. building. 

On Monday, November 29, the day 
before the Millenial Round was sche­
duled to open, a downtown McDonalds 

was besieged by protestors--including Jose 
Bove, a French sheep farmer who in Au­
gust had taken a piece of farm equipment 

to a McDonalds under construction in the 
village of Millau, demolishing it. Support­
ers around the world raised money to bail 

him out of jail. Owners of the surrounded 

Seattle franchise feared the worst, but 
this time Bove was committing a different 

· act of resistance--distributing French 
Roquefort cheese he had smuggled into 
Seattle in .violation of US trade policy. 
The US (following a WTO decision in its 
favor) had imposed prohibitive tariffs on 
the cheese in retaliation for a European 
Union ban on US beef treated with gen­
etically-engineered hormones. 

As the merry protesters wolfed down 
the exotic contraband cheese, a phalanx 
of riot police appeared with Darth Vader 
-like full body armor, helmets and visors. 
But the "robocops" (as the protesters 

soon dubbed them) were outnumbered 
and retreated after being encircled. 

That evening saw the "hands around 

the King Dome," with protesters attempt­
ing to encircle the sports stadium com­
plex whore the WTO delegates were hav­
ing their opening dinner soiree. The sta­
dium wa~ nearly encircled, although dele­
gates were able to enter. 

The serious business was yet to come. 

Tuesday, November 30 
On Tuesday, the opening day of the 

WTO bash, IL WU longshoremen went on 

a one-day strike--not only in Seattle, but 
throughout the Pacific coast, from San 
Diego to Anchorage. Seattle taxi drivers 

took the afternoon off in solidarity with 
the protests, and mosf downtown busi­
nesses were closed. 

The effort to physically block dele­

gates from entering the Seattle conven­
tion center was coordinated by the Direct 
Action Network, a coalition of groups 

such as Rainforest Action Network, Art 
& Revolution and the Ruckus Society-­

which held a protester training camp at a 

farm in the Cascade Mountains called 
"Globalize This!" These organizations, in 
turn, were divided into affinity groups-­
small, close-knit units. 

On Tuesday morning, 13 entrances to 
the convention center were blocked off by 
affinity groups, who locked arms to pre­
vent the delegates from passing. Sur­
rounding street intersections were occu­
pied. Creative chaos reigned. Protesters 

locked their arms together in steel pipes 
and sat down in the street, or erected 20-
foot tripods to perch themselves on. Pro­
testers in hard-hats officiously strew "do 
not cross" tape from street poles across 
access to the convention center, while 
others dressed like sea turtles swam 
through the air. The nearby.hotels where 
the delegates were staying were also sur­
rounded and blockaded. Ravers danced 
to hip-hop and techno coming over a 

sound system hidden inside a van block­

ing an intersection. 
Upon this scene, two comparatively 

mainstream protest marches converged-­
one led by the big environmental groups, 
and one by the AFL-CIO. 50,000 clogged 
the streets. More affinity groups peeled 
off from these marches to join the block­
ade, including a contingent o°f locked-out 
steelworkers from the Kaiser plant in 
Spokane, Washington. 

Around 11 AM, the robocops started 
clearing the intersections, opening fire 

with guns that simultaneously shot tear 
gas and rubber pellets. There were three 
different kinds of gas cannisters used, 
including one fired from armored person­
nel carders. The most highly potent 

forced you to run or faint. 
Even so, the robocops only managed 

to take one street each half-hour. Protest­

ers regrouped, chanting "This is what 
democracy looks like!" and "Whose 
streets? Our streets! Whose world? Our 

world!" Rows of peacefully seated pro­
testers were enveloped in thick clouds of 
gas, taking it Gandhi-style. Having to 
leave robocops to secure cleared streets, 
the police soon ran out of troops. 

Meanwhile, highly mobile and disci­
plined units of ski-masked "Black Block" 
_anarchists on the periphe~ of the action 

trashed corporate storefronts with ham­
mers. McDonalds, Niketown, Gap, Bana­
na Republic, Old Navy, Warner Brothers, 
Planet Hollywood, FAQ Schwartz, Bank 

of America and two Starbucks were all 
thoroughly ransacked. Fires burned in the 
intersections. 

After the streets were finally cleared 
and some calm returned, the convention 
center itself remained surrounded. As the 
sun set, Food Not Bombs fed the masses. 

Just after dark, police unleashed new 
gas attacks to disperse the crowd at the 
convention center. Some protesters were 
ready with gas-masks, others improvised 
some protection from wet shirts. But the 

crowd was soon broken into clusters, 
which police then chased down, using 
pepper spray for the up-close action. 

One cluster was followed back to 
Capitol Hill, Seattle's east side alternative 

enclave where many of the protesters 
were staying. Local residents, appalled at 
the invasion of their neighborhood by 
police helicopters, tear gas and concus­
sion grenades, took to the streets .. An all­
night battle tore through Capitol Hill. 

Continued On Page 4 
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ALTERED NEWS BOXES IN SEATTLE NOW TELL THE TRUTH 

The week of demonstrations in 
Seattle against the World Trade Organi­
zation last December was not just im­
portant because activists succeeded in 
disrupting the WTO convention. 

For one thing, the demonstrations 
brought together a unique coalition of 
participants, some of whom; under other 
circumstances, probably never would 
have agreed on anything. 

Another significant, and ominous, de­
velopment, was the use and experimen­
tation of crowd control, dispersal and 
torture devices and techniques by police 
decked out in high-tech riot gear, mak­
ing them resemble creatures from an­
other planet. The introduction of federal 
troops and National Guardsmen, who 
rolled into tpwn with their assault tanks 
and machine guns, was another .in a 
series of domestic urban warfare train­

ing excercises taking place_ in cities 
across the U.S., in conjunction with the. 
militarization of local police departments. 

But, the most interesting aspect of 
the Seattle protests was that despite the 
mainstream media's under-reporting of 
the demonstrations and down playing of 
WTO opposition, people from all over 
the country and the world networking on 
the internet found out what was really 
going on in Seattle and why. 

Thousands, hipped by the net, ig­
nored the mainstream media and con­
verged on Seattle anyway, putting their 
beliefs and commitments on the line. It 
was the 1967 Democratic National Con­
vention in Chicago all over again, except 
this time, it wasn't just hippies and anar­
chists against the pigs. It was students, 
teamsters, farmers, teachers, longshore­

men, taxi drivers, and countless others 
who round a common ground for op­

posing yet a_nather new world order 

scheme for corporate and global gov­

ernment. 
Over the course of the Seattle 

demos, participants and · alternative 

media people kept the world informed 
through numerous web sites with first­
hand reports and photographs. This 
underground media activity was . 

immediate, informative and professional, 
outdoing the mainstream morons by far. 

1ne internet has provided the means 
by which the mainstream pr~ss_ can be 

. circumvented and the tr!Jth can· be 

found. No longer must the public de­
pend on the media for meaningful and 
fully-reported news, which they never 
get anyway, unless you consider ball 
game scores or mindless celebrity gos­

sip to be "news." There's no turning 
back--the genie is out of the bottle! 

Which brings us to the SHADOW. We 

have been publishing since · March of 
1989, coming out as frequently as pos­
sible, usually when there have been 
enough newsworthy items to report. Be­
cause we hate to waste paper and pre­
fer creating quality issues instead of 
quantities of issues, and because it is so 

· time consuming to create a SHADOW, it 
has been difficult for us to publish a 
newspaper as regularly as we would like 
(our last issue came out in April 1999). 

From the beginning, our mission has 

been to report and disseminate news 
and information that the mainstream 
press ignores or distorts. We believe 

· we've done this well over the past 11 
years, but it's time to make an improve­
ment. So, we have created a bigger and 
better SHADOW web site that will report 
current news quickly with photos and 
art, and provide links to other sites that 
can give you more information. Our site 
also contains an archive of previous 
SHADOWS for ready reference. 

The SHADOW web site enables us to 
. fulfill our mission on a large_r scale, while 
saving precious trees. Of course, there 
is still something special abo1.1t a news­
paper that you can hold in your hands, 
and besides, not every one has access 
to a computer. So, the SHADOW will 
continue to be published as a news­

paper, as often as we can do it. Mean­
while, you can always get the latest 

SHADOW news on the net. Our web site 

is: < http:/lshadow. mediafilter. org > 
Take a look and let us know what 

you think. 
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ESPERANZA GARDEN RAZED: 
GIULIANI SNARES MORE CITY LAND 

FOR SERIAL GARDEN KILLER 
By Chris Flash 

Thirty-one people were arrested on 
February 15 defending a community gar­
den against a police raid ordered by may­
or Giuliani. 

El Jardin de la Esperanza (Garden of 
Hope), located at 223-225 East Seventh 
Street, was started 22 years ago by the 
Torres family when next door neighbor 
Alecia Torres began clearing trash and 
rubble from the lot. Over the years, it 
became an oasis of flowers, shrubs, wind­
ing paths and a casita, hosting baptisms, . 
ceremonies and other neighborhood ga­
theljings. 

In 1998, Community Board Three ap­
proved a proposal by politically-connect­
ed real estate.developer Donald capoccia 
and his partners to build a new housing 
project on two city-owned lots on .Avenue 
C and on adjoining l_ots he had acquired . 
on East Eighth Street. This ,approval was 
given with the promise that the Esperan­
za Garden, facing the rear of the p~o­
posed project, would remain a community 
garden. ; 

In a letter dated November 13, 199!3 · 
from Donald capoccia and John.Murphy, 
attorney for the Gethsemane ·Garden 
Baptist Church, to the Esperanza garden­

ers, obtained by the SHADOW, capoccia 
told the gardeners that as part of his pro­
posed housing project, he intended to re­
tain the Esperanza Garden "as a com­
munity garden." Though he assured them 
that "it will be preserved as a garden in 
perpetuity," his promise was not worth 
the paper it was printed on. 

Under the city's 1180-2011 program, at 
least 20% of Capoccia's proposed housing 
units would have to be allocated for low 
or moderate-income residents. However, 
under the program, those units could be 
set aside in other buildings, as far away 
from the new project as the developers 
wish. After only a few years, those new 

units would revert to "market rate" rents. 
Ultimately, the city's program is a privat­
ization scam that eliminates true low-in­
come housing and garden spaces in favor 
of market rate housing, forcing lower­
income residents out of their neighbor­
hoods. 

In December 1999, the former Peo­
ple's Warehouse, a garage at 338-40 East 
Eighth Street which abutted the rear of 
the Esperanza Garden, was torn down by 

Capoccia's demolition crew. According to 
SHADOW sources, capoccia made a 
deal with the Gethsemane Garden Bap­
tist Church of New York, that had obtain­
ed the site in 1992, enabling him to build 
on their land. Earlier, capoccia acquired 

_ 342 East Eighth Street, a corner lot also 
known as 125 Avenue C. 

The two remaining city-owned lots on 
Avenue C sought by capoccia for his 

1998 proposal included Jardin Bello 
Amanecer at 117-119 Avenue C, operat­
ed by carmen Pab6n, an elderly Puerto 
Rican woman, and a lot at 121-123 Ave­
nue C. SHADOW sources say that in 
1999, City Councilperson Margarita Lo­
pez brokered a deal with capoccia that 
spared m~e-third of Pab6n's garden while 
allowing capoccia and his partners to ex­
pand their proposed housing project to 
include building on the site of the 
Esperanza Garden. · 

Lopez' stated reason was the preserva­
tion of a mural on the north .wall of a 
building adjoining Pabon's garden depict­
ing Puerto-Rican struggle. But, according 
to SHADOW sources, Lopez acted to 
save Pab6n's garden as a favor to Pab6n, 
her long time friend. Under this new 
arrangement, by giving up 1,000 square 

feet of part of carmen Pab6n'.s garden, 
Qlpoccia would get to use the full 5,000 
square feet of the Esperanza Garden for 
development. 

Since-this was not the original propos-
. al approved by the Community Board 

preserving _the Esperanza Garden, the 
new capoccia/Lopez deal -should have 
gone back to the City Planning Commis­
sion for review under ULURP (Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedures), as man­
dated by the City Charter, but it did not. 

Esperanza attorney Joel Kupferman 
sought a court order in New York State 

Supreme Court that the disposition of Es­
peranza go back through the ULURP 
process, arguing that the Capoccia/Lopez 
deal violated ULURP, but Justice Davis 
ruled that the Esperanza gardeners had 
no standing to bring an action against the 
city. 

With Lopez' blessing, the new plan to 
build on the Esperanza site was accepted 
without Community Board approval and 
outside of the competitive bidding pro­
cess. This was confirmed when the Daily 
News subsequently reported that Capoc­
cia's company, BFC Partners, in partner­
ship with the Gethsemane Baptist 
Church, had been designated by the city 
to develop the site of the Esperanza Gar­
den. Lopez, in a written statement, later 
denied making a deal with Capoccia. 

Despite highly publicized public auc­
tions of city-owned land in recent years, 

Donald Capoccia has been able to obtain 
other city-owned land outside of the bid­
ding process. As reported in SHADOWs 
#42 and #43, Capoccia was behind the 
destruction of several Lower East Side 

garden sites handed to him by the city for 
building city and state subsidized yuppie 

condominiums. Currently, Capoccia, ei­
ther directly or through his network of 
partnerships and corporate veils, owns 
and/or controls dozens of properties on 
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the Lower East Side a nd in Har)em,· on ~ ,~ ----· 
city land given to him for little or no bi (l) 
money at all. 

Not surprisingly, Capoccia is a long 
time friend and financial contributor to 
mayor Giuliani. On more than one occa­
sion, Giuliani has had to return tens of 
thousands of dollars donated by Capoccia 
and his partners at BFC: over the legal 
limit. However, Giuliani has been able to 
keep thousands of dollars in gifts received 

_ from Capoccia over the years. 
Fully aware of Capoccia's plans for 

· Esperanza, garden defenders maintained 
a 24 hour encampment against any evic­
tion attempts. The activist group More 
Gardens! erected a huge frog on a pedes­
tal with room for two to sleep in each 
night to keep watch through the frog's 
eyes. The frog, known as a "coqui," which, 
in Puerto Rican legend, is said to repel 
attackers, was posted at the garden en­
trance. Recently, Time's Up and other 
community .groups and activists joined in, 
stepping up the campaign to fortify Es­
peranza's defenses. This included a 25 

I foot steel sunflower with a seat on top 
~ with an arm lock-down, a California-style 
u. tripod on which someone could sit, and 
~ several lock-down devices scattered 
5 throughout the garden.- Known as Sleep-

ing Dragons, these consisted of cement 
blocks buried five feet underground with 
rebar (metal rods used to reinforce con­

crete), into which people's arms could be 
locked in place, Earth First! style. Inside · 

_ the coqui were two more look-downs. 

When the Esperanza Garden received 
a vist in early February from 9th precinct 
Deputy Inspector Conroy and "Commun­
ity Affairs" officer Hernandez, it was clear 
that a police raiJ was imminent. Despite 
their casual demeanor, the true purpose 
of the police visit was to gather informa­
tion, to determine who was "in charge;' 
and to assess what level of resistance 
would meet an attempted eviction of the 
garden. An offer by Conroy to meet with 
garden defenders at the 9th precinct was 
quickly refused. 

On February 14, Esperanza attorney 
Harry Kresky sought a stay pending an 
appeal of the previous judge's decision, 
but his motion was denied . . Later that 
evening, cops were s · ark-
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City plat shows lots acquired by . 
Donald Capoccia and partners, with 
help from friends, to create 17,000 
square foot property to build on. 

Lot #27: People's Warehouse site 
held by Gethsemane Garden Baptist 

Church 
Lot #29: Bought by Capoccia 
Lot #30: City-owned lot given to 
Capoccia 
Lot #32: Carmen Pab6n's garden 
Lots #40 + 41: Esperanza Garden 

ing signs on East Seventh Street. Deputy 
Inspector Conroy, stopped by garden de­
fenders, told them that the raid would be 
coming the · following morning. He pro­
mised that cops would be "slow and care­
ful." At about 3:00 am, tow trucks re­
moved parked cars outside the garden. 
By 7:00, about 150 people occupied the 
Esperanza Garden. Media and television 
crews, alerted via cell phone, had arrived 
earlier, in time for their morning news 
shows. 

People quickly locked themselves 
down throughout the garden and erected 
two more tripods. With not enough lock­
down devices to go around, people 
chained themselves to whatever they 
could. Several escape routes were created 
to allow people to avoid arrests. Barri­
cades were built in the rear and wood 
was piled in front of the garden entrance. 

Cops broke into three surrounding 

Continued On Page 7 
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A curfew ~as declared for 5,0 square 
blocks of downtown, and Mayor Paul 

Schell quickly won City Council approval 
--with no public hearings, ofcourse--for a 
state of emergency. The area around the 

convention center was declared a "no-pro­

test zone." The next day, Counci\member 
Richard .Mciver (the council 's only Afri­

can American) would be dragged from 
his car and thrown to the ground by po­

lice at a roadblock. By official decree, it 

was illegal to sell or possess a gas-mask. 
Governor Gary Locke also mobilized the 

National Guard. 
Tue day had seen few arrests--only 68. 

Wednesday, December 1 
Protesters arrived back at downtown 

in the morning with brooms to clean up 

the broken glass and debris. Hundreds of 

National Guardsmen, state troopers and 
police from several municipalities milled 

around back at the convention center. 

The Guard were unarmed, but many of 

the police had rifles and gas-masks. 
CNN.com reported that 166 active,duty 

elite Pentagon troops, including Special 

Forces, had been sent to Seattle to "as­

sist" the police. The Federal Emergency 
Management (FEMA) established a 

"staging area" at Lake Union Naval Re­

serve Center. 

Later, the United Steelworkers of 
America held a rally at the waterfront, 

dumping faux •Chinese steel into the har­

bor--a Seattle Steel Party to echo the 

Boston Tea Party. Their banner read, "No 
Globalization Without Representation." 

When the rally broke up, a group went 

back to the "no-protest zone," and pene­

trated it. Police followed but didn't use 
gas--possibly because President Clinton 

was being moved around downtown at 

that time. Many sat down in the .street 

and were arrested. 
For three hours, police followed the 

march around the city. When it arrived 

back in Capitol Hill (away from down­

town and the media), police attacked the 

march without warning, attempting to 
drive a patrol ·car through the middle of 

the crowd, then letting loose with gas and 

rubber pellets at close range. 
Cops took peoples' legs out from un­

der them as they ran, and maced protest­

ers directly in the face. Again, residents 

came to the streets in support of the pro­
testers. For a second day in a row, a po­

lice riot raged into the night in Capitol 

Hill. 

The day saw over 400 arrests. 

Thursday, December 2 
The next morning saw a farmers rally 

(outside·the "no-protest zone~), with par­

ticipants from -around world. Farmer ac­
tivists from India and Mexico joined con­
sumer advocate Ralph Nader to condemn 

Monsanto and genetic manipulation of 

the world's seed stock. .Again, groups 

peeled off afterward to challenge the "no­

protest" zone. There was a stand-off with 
police , and more arrests. ·· 

As evening came, fe\\-· of the now 

nearly 600 arrested had yet beerl re­
leased. Securing their release became the 
priority of the protesters. The King 
County jail at Spring and Madison was 
completely sur~ounded--although many 
arrested protesters had actually been 
taken to former Sand Point Navy base, a 

half-hour from downtown. At Sand Point, 

protesters refused to get off the bus for 
15 hours, were handcuffed without food 
or water or access to their lawyers, and 

were finally forced off with mace and 
pepper-spray. Police finally did agree to 

speed the processing. The next day, most 
were released--although ·some with felony 

charges or outstanding warrants remain 

behind bars as of this writing. 

Global Solidarity 
As gas choked the streets, groups like 

Public Citizen, Global Exchange and the 

International Forum on Globalization 

held seminars about globalization's im­
pacts on ecology, labor standards and hu­

man rights--and the prospects for trans­

national resistance. These were attended 

by activists from every corner of globe-­
Mexican campesinos, South Korean un­

ionists, and Chinese labor dissidents. 

The independent Media Center, a 
coalition of alternative media and jour­
nalists from across the US, came together 

to produce a web site <www.indymedia. 

org> which was updated virtually in real 

time, including video. On Tuesday night, 
the IMC offices were surrounded by po­

lice, who barred any entrance or exit. 
The Seattle actions were received with 

solidarity protests across the world. On 
Friday November 26, a Reclaim The 

Streets action briefly shut down 44th 

street'at Times Square in New York City. 

The rave party was violently attacked by 
police with no warning to disperse. 45 

were arrested, and one person was 

charged with assault on a police officer 

and held on Rikers Island for two days. 
While violence shook Seattle, solidarity 

marches were held in Portland, OR, Bos­

ton, MA, and other US cities. 75,000 took 

to the streets throughout France to pro­
test the WTO on November 30. Police al­

so attacked a solidarity rally in London. 

40 were arrested, and a police van was 

torched. "Green Rennet" eco-saboteurs 
eve_n cut power to the WTO headquarters 

in Geneva on December 3, crashing sev­
eral computers. Peasants held marches 
against the WTO throughout India. Hong 

Kong also saw solidarity . protests, al­
though the official Chinese media hardly 
mentioned the Seattle protests. On De­

cember 11~ hundreds of striking·s!udents 
in Mexico City marc_hed in solidarity with 

Seaule. Rio~ police attacked the march, 
and 98 were· arrested and 10 wounded-­
including·· four police. Windows were 

broken at the US embassy. 

· The V{fO finally met towards the end 
of the week, only to deadlock on setting 

an' agenda. The threat of protest forced 
Clinton to insist on bringing tqe issues of 
labo·r and environmental standards to the 

talks. The Democratic ~arty's alliance 
with organized labor was already strained 
by · Clinton's ·support for Chin~'s new 

WTO membership. This_ move won Clin­
tonis WTO position the support of AFL­

cio President John Sweeney, but UA W's 

Ste~hen Yokich and the Tea"msters' Jim­

my Hoffa sharply dissen_ted. With 50,000 
in the streets of -Seattle, . Bill couldn 't 

soften his line. 

China and 'Chird World countries re-

fused to discuss labor standards. Various 
Third World countries also protested that 

the top industrial powers held real power 

in the WTO, with only their inner circle 
gaining access to WTO Secretary-General 
Michael Moore. At week's end, the dele­
gates departed for their respective coun­

tries, having accomplished nothing. "The 

protestors were successful in stopping the 
negotiations," admitted James Clawson, a 

member of the US negotiating team. 

In the_ aftermath, public l),earings into 
the_ violence were held in Seattle, and-Po­
lice Chief Norman Stamper announced 

he was stepping down. . 
One piece of graffiti was painted all 

over Seattle: "Don't Forget. We are Win­
ning." . 

(Combined reporJage by ,v;c_ki Lar.son, 

~reg Ruggiero & Bill Ji(T1es Up. : 
~ompiled by Bill Weinl)erg) 

**** 
[For more eyErwitness reports a·r:id p~otos on 

the Seattle protests, _check oµt these web 

sites: <http://www.indymedia.org/>, <http:// 

www. counterpunch.'~rg/seattlediary. tit~I >, 

<http://www.counterpunch.org/seatile.h\ml>, 

'<http:'//www.seattlewto.org > , <http:/ / 

SHADOW. MediaFilter. org >) 

E:f.::{::if:;:::::~ .': ·:}::>+;;;;;?\;J\. 

WHY THE WTO SUCKS 
By Bill Weinberg 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) 
was established at the January 1995 
Uruguay Rounds on the General Agree­
ments on Tariffs & Trade (GATT). An ar­
cane, mundane set of trade agreements 
was transformed into a super-powerful 
agency of global governance, tran­
scending the sovereignty of nations and 
enforcing the "race to the bottom" under 
threat of trade sanctions. GATT's new 
maximum standards on labor, environ­
ment and food safety (written by corpor­
ate lobbyists) allowed no nation to im-. 
pose more stringent laws. The WTO, 
made up of the member nations' trade 
representatives, wquld rule when one 
government challenged another's laws. 

In the first case heard before WTO in 
1995, Venezuelasuccessfullychallenged 
provisions of the US Clean Air Act bar­
ring the import of gasoline which re­

leases more contaminants than the aver­
age from domestic refineries. Rather 
than face $150 million in annual trade 
sanctions, President Clinton ordered the 
EPA to rewrite the Clean Air Act. The 
new provisions we~e identical to those 
the oil industry had long demanded. 

In the next cases, in 1998, ecology 

fared no better. First, the WTO up_held 
complaints by India, Malaysia, Thailand 
and Pakistan against a US law banning 

import of shrimp caught in nets that en­
tangle endangered sea turtles. The deci­

sion slipped· through a loophole in 
GATT's Article XX, which officially ex­
empts laws designed to protect the en­

vironment from challenge: the WTO ap­
pellate panel ruled there was an exemp-

tion to the exemption, for laws which are 
deemed "arbitrary and discriminatory." 
Because th~ decision left open the pos­

sibility of upholding environmental laws, 
the Clinton.Administration actually hailed 
the striking down of a US environmental 
law as a victory. The distinction will 
mean nothing to the sea turtles. 

Next, the WTO upheld a US com­
plaint against a European Union ban on . 
import of beef treated with biotech 
growth hormones. Then-WTOSecretary­
General Renato Ruggiero stated openly 

that environmental standards are 

"doomed to fail and could only damage 

the global trac;ling system." 
The next conceived step in global 

corporate governance was the Multila­
teral Agreements on Investment (MAI), 

which would give corporations them­
selves, ratherthangovernments, "stand­
ing" to challenge laws and other 
perceived threats to their investments 
anywhere in the world. State, local and 
municipal governments would be bound 

to comply. National or local govern­

ments could be held liable for failing to 

crush strikes or boycotts. 
Last year, the MAI was scuttled 

· following a .global activist campaign 

coordinated over the Internet. However, 
some of the MAi's worst provisions were 
proposed to be incorporated into GATTI 
WTO at the Milleniar Round in Seattle. 
The protests effectively scuttled this 

agenda . These provisions may be 
introduced when the WTO m~ets in 
January to try again in Geneva 



RECLAIM THE STREETS 

LIBERATES . TIMES SQUARE!! 
By Chris Flash 

On November 26, 1999, the day after 
Thanksgiving and traditionally the busiest 

shoqping day of the year, members of the 
Reclaim the .Streets network, who have 
staged numerous protests against the cul­
tural crackdowns of the Giuliani admini­
stration and the consequent decline of 

street life in New York City, took to the 
streets to shake up the holiday compla­

cency. 
Flyers had been posted throughout the 

Lower East Side announcing a Festival of 

Resistance at Union Square Park at 2:00 

pm, and; predictably, dozens of cops and 
their vehicles were· there at the appointed 

hour. Within half an hour, word passed 

through the crowd to proceed into the 
subway at Union Square to the.real loca­
tion, which turned out to be Times 

Square, where a core group had already 

taken the streets at 44th and Broadway. 
Toe contingent from Union Square 
swelled the · dancing, celebrating 

multitudes to well over 500. Pedestrians 
· and tourists in Times Square also joined 

. the party, swaying to the beat of a sound 

truck driven into the square by Reclaim 

the Streets activists. In the middle of the 

crowd, a man sat perched on a tripod 
about 50 feet in the air. 

It took 45 minutes for the NYPD to 

assemble enough cops to break up the 

rally, and when they finally moved in, 
they did so with a vengeance, roughing 

people up and dragging 45 celebrants into 
vans. By 3:30, the intersection was made 

safe for the flow of traffic, but 44th Street 
~as blocked by cops patting themselves 

. on their backs for a job well done. 

Meanwhile, most of the crowd that 
had avoided arrest simply relocated to 
nea~by Bryant Park in defiance of mayor 

Giulian.i's unconstitutional park regulation 

forbidding- groups of 20 people or more 
from gathering in a city park without a 
permit. For another hour, the party of 
300 continued in full swing, with dancing, 

clapping, drumming, whistles and fire 
breathing around the fountain. By 4:15, 
everyone left the park to mount a vigil 
outside the 7th police precinct, where 

those arrested ea~her had been 

Hundreds of cops arrived at Bryant 
Park with brutal intentions just as the 

celebrants .calmly disappeared into the 
subway. As usual, it was too much · too 

late!! Two train cars full made their way 
to the 7th precinct on Pitt Street, where 

they disregarded threats of arrest and 
skillfully avoided continuous attempts by 

cops to pen them behind metal barriers. 
For about four hours, demonstrators, 
guided by Times Up, kept up the heat on 

the precinct--excercising, playing games 

like "Simon Says," running around the 
block, dancing and drumming. Finally, 

their persistence paid off when almost 
everyone arrested was released. 

Reclaim the Streets, born in London 
in 1995, is a world-wide movement with 

local branches throwing road parties as 

both a protest against the corporatization 
of public space and a living, dancing 
example of what public space could be. 

Toe November 26 street party in Times 

Square was held in conjunction with the 
International Day of Action Against the 

upcoming World Trade Organization. 
At the Times Square party, Reclaim 

Toe Streets announced: "As the finance 
ministers and corporate bureaucrats meet 
in Seattle on November 30th under the · 
banner of the World Trade Organization 
to continue their assault on the environ­
ment, labor, and human rights, over 

50,000 students, farmers, workers, envi­
ronmentalists and labor activists will ini-

. tiate a massive street protest to shut them 

down!" Four days later, that's just what 

happened. 

For more information about Reclaim the 

Streets, check out this web site: 

< http://Reclaim TheStreetsNYC. tao. ca> 
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"EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT' 
IN SEATTLE -

By Frank Morales 

On November 13, 1999, the Execu­
tive Director of the Chicago-based 
Emergency Response and Research In­
stitute (EARi) issued a "world-wide ter­
rorism advisory'' stating that EARi was 
"monitoring possible threats concerning • 
an upcoming World Trade Organization 
meeting to be held in Seattle at the end 
of November, and the possibility _of anti­
capitalist street violence .... • 

Only a few months earlier, the Wash­
ington State Military Department had re­
ceived a request from Seattle Mayor 
Paul Schell, "for consequence manage­
ment resources in support of the World 
Trade Organization Conference." At that 
ti me, the Military Department's Emergen­
cy Management Division reported that 
"most resources identified are beyond 
the capability of the State and will be 
forwarded to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) to be con­
sidered by the federal government." 
FEMA, an "independent" government 
agency set up to deal with "all types of 
hazards," including "internal distur­
bance," trains and finances local "emer­
gency operations" offices around the 
country. FEMA's Region 10 office, which 
covers Washington state, noted in a 
mid-October publication under the 
heading of "Terrorism," that while "the 
World Trade Organization preparation 
meetings are still progressing ... at this 
point in time the security threat at this 
meeting in Seattle is considered low." By 
November 1st, the Seattle protest had 
been upgraded as a "security threat.• 

According to the local FEMA office, 
the protest was "designated a 'National 
Special Security Event' by the National 
Security Council." FEMA's. Federal Re­
sponse Plan (FRP) provides legal au­
thority for the Federal Government to re­
spond to all sorts of "emergencies," in­

cluding those that are "man-made." FRP 
training utilizes "special/extraordinary 
event exercises" simulating "regional 
events such as large-scale civil dis­
turbances." The FRP is a work in pro­
gress and was last updated in April 
1999 in a "Concept of Operations" publi­
cation. The FEMA Plan correlates with 
the Department of Defense Manual for 
Civil Emergencies (Directive 3025.1-M). 

Back in 1997, a "notice of change" 
was issued by FEMA, adding "a Terror­
ism Incident Annex to the FRP, which 
will be used to implement Presidential 
Decision Directive39 (PDD-39)." Accord­
ing to the Terrorism Annex, United 
States Policy on Counterterrorism dis­
cusses crisis management and conse- , 
quence management," and that while 

FEMA is to implement a "consequence 
management" operation, "the FBI as the 
Federal Lead Agency for crisis manage­
ment," will manage "predominantly a law 
enforcement response." 

Two weeks before the Seattle WTO 
Conference, the FBI issued its own alert 
regarding the protests . .It stated that "the 
threat of violent or destructive criminal 
activity--to include individual and group 
acts of civil disturbance--is con~idered a 
distinct possibility." The Bureau defines 
terrorism this way: "The unlawful use of 
force or violence against persons or 
property to intimidate or. coerce a gov­
ernment, the civilian population, or any 
segment of it, in furtherance of political 

or social objectives." For the purposes 
of the crackdown in Seattle, civil disobe­
dience had become a terrorist threat. 

By the time the china began to rattle 

in Seattle on the morning of December 
1st, hundreds of very visible Army Na­
tional Guard troops from the 81 st Infan­

try Brigade hit the streets. The 81st, 
which normally trains for combat, "re­
cently requalified in riot-control opera-

·1 
tions under a Guard-managed training 1J 

program." Following Mayor Schell's "De- l' 
claration of Civil Emergency, 11 under au- ~ \ 
thority of Seattle's Municipal Code, and 
Governor Gary Locke's "Proclamation of 

Emergency'' calling out the troops, a full­
scale •non-lethal" militarized police as­
sault was initiated. The target: massive 
non-violent civil disobedience which had 
succeeded in making Jts point. The 
Guard was trained under ,Civil Distur­

bance Control ·QQ..1¥Af!t ns~ Their "main 
mission involvecF'patrolling sidewalks 
and forcing demonstrators out of a 50-
square-block no-protest zone.• 
. In addition to the "unarmed," "civilian-
soldiers," "more than 160 active duty 
military personnel" were activated, "in­
cluding a small number of Special . 
Forces troops.• The Joint Special Oper­
ations Task Force (JSOTF) present in 
Seattle were military •counter-terrorist," 

"crisis management" specialists, de­
signed for rapid deployment both here 
and abroad. The JSOTF defines terror­

ism as both a law enforcement and na­
tional security threat. According to CNN, 
they were in Seattle "largely to provide 
expertise and assist in coordinating a 
federal response in the event of a terror­
ist attack during such a high profile ... 
event." 

Special Forces "expertise" was 
passed on as a "force multiplier'' for the 
police and other state and federal forces 
directly employed to suppress protest. 
The Seattle Police Department, working 
with nearly two dozen law enforcement 
agencies, including the FBI, SWAT com­
mandos, the Washington State Patrol 
and the King County Sheriff's Depart­
ment, constituted a sizable force. With 
the protesters penned-in, the police un­
leashed their media-friendly arsenal of 

"abusable," "non-lethal weapons" which, 
among other things, "break down the 
delineation between military and police." 

"Block by block, officers fired canis­
ters of gas into the crowds with a terrify­
ing boom. Then they shot rubber bullets 
into the backs of protesters even as 
they ran away," The Seattle nmes re­

ported. A doctor assisting protesters 
told the Independent Media Center. "we 
had reports of many demonstrators 
winding up with seizures the next day." 
He added, "I did see penetration 
wounds. I did see people bleeding. I did 
see teeth loss. I did see broken bones. 
There were children present, there were 
families present. They were firing upon 
families, mothers, gra,:idmothers." 

During the assault, several local hos­
pitals "were tracking symptoms of pa­
tients" who came to their emergency 
rooms "to see if there is a pattern that 
indicates any sign of bioterrorism," an 
effort the hospitals had "been working 
on with the Department of Defense" for 
several weeks prior to the demonstra­
tion, according to the Seattle nmes. 
Perhaps they were advised of the Joint 
Chief's admonition that "non-lethal wea­
pons shall not be required to have a ze­

ro probability of producing fatalities or 
permanent injuries." 

In any case, at a certain point, the 
police ran out of gas. Guardsmen met 

with federal agents at the headquarters 
of Defense Technology Corporation of 
America in Casper, Wyoming. The Army 
Unk News reported that "six members 

· of the Wyoming Air National Guard lent 

a hand by flying 3,300 pounds of civilian 
riot control munitions" back to Seattle. 
And the war continues ... 

[An edited version of this article appears 
in the latest Covert Action Quarterly 
Magazine: http://covertaction.org} 

( 
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PIGS EVICT DOS BLOCKOS SQUAT 
By Steven Wishnia 
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Longtime Lower East Siders dread the 

sound of helicopters in the morning. They 

are the airborne omens of doom, the 
ravens, the murder of crows, the vultures 

circling over a soon-dead creature. On 

the Lower East Side, they are the har­

bingers of yet another eviction. 

So it was on the morning of April 27, 

when police helicopters circling over Ave­

nue C heralded the eviction of yet ano­

ther squat, Dos Blockos, at 713 East 

Ninth Street. Over 100 riot police invaded 

the neighborhood, sealing off Ninth Street , 

between C and D, kicking in · doors in 

neighboring buildings and commandeer­

ing rooftops. 

You've seen this drama before, you 

know the drill, the eternal conflict be­

tween the disorganized poor, theatrically 
asserting their moral rights, and the over­

whelming military power of the state, en­

forcing the _sacre,d dominion of wealthy 

landowners against rebels and heretics. 

Cries of "You're takjng poor people out 

of their,homes" and "the Earth belongs to 

all of us" versus barks of "Who's missing 

shields'l" 'Line up. Two. columns. C'mon, 

people, let's go" and "we have control of 

the building." . . 

These days on the Lower East · Side, 

this drama has only one ending. Despite 

heavy barricades by squat defenders, po­

lice were ipside the building and had 

completed the eviction by 1 :00, arresting 

the last squatters remaining. A total of 13 

people were busted inside, all charged 

with obstructing gover~mental administra­

tion. 

· The Dos Blockos squat, a six-story 

22-unit building abandoned in the savings­

and-loan scandal of 1989, was one of the 

rare squats owned by a private landlord 

rather than by the City of New York. 

As reported in SHADOW #44, the 

building, a former squat bought from the 

city by a real estate developer in the mid-

80s who later lost it through foreclosure, 

was occupied by the Dos Blockos squat­

ters since 1993. In 1996, the building was 

sold to -"East 9 LLC," a limited .liability 

compaJlo/ managed by Milton Rinzler of 
Dominion Management. Failing to sell 
the building off, the new owner began 
eviction proceedings in August 1998, with 

an eye toward creating luxury housing. By 

March 1999, even as legal efforts to stop 

the eviction were ongoing, Dos Blockos 

residents were preparing for the inevit­
able. . 

Residents and supporters of "Fort 

Blockos" spent the weeks before the ex­

pected'eviction fortifying the building with 

barricades, obstacles and booby traps. 

They erected walls, plugged a manhole 

with cement and steel to prevent electrici­

ty getting cut off, encased the fire escape 

and hung poles over the roof parapet to 

thwart police cherry pickers, and filled 

the front room of the building with tons 

of junk, garbage and_ debris to deter 

police efforts to get through the front 

wall. As they worked daily to i,ecure the 

building, police helicopters passed by 

several times daily, monitoring their 

activities. 

April 27: The day began with theatrics. 

Tipped off that cops and marshals were 

on their way, protesters were at Dos 

Blockos by 7:00 am. Cops, arriving at 

8:GO, were met with a circle of stale 

doughnuts outside the squat as a "first . 

line of defense/ ' One activist disguised 

herself as a housewife in a bathrobe and 

slippers, a purple wig and hair rollers. As 

cops waited for marshals, some people 

played see-saw with police barricades 

while others played soccer. 

Soon, police moved in in full force, 

bringing in the usual armada of paddy 

wagons and Emergency Services Unit 

trucks, and enough weaponry to convince 

people that active resistance is suicidal. 

Cops set up video surveillance, the front 

door of nearby squat Serenity House was 

broken down by cops demanding roof ac­

cess as cops took other surrounding roof­

tops, and police set up a command center 

in a children's daycare center across the 

street. When squatters and demonstrators 

refused to leave the front of Dos Blockos, 
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cops pushed them to Avenue C and ar­

rested six people. Three were charged -

with resisting arrest. 

Police still had to get inside the build­

ing. ESU cops clad in white bio-chemical 
protection suits attacked the. front with 

jackhammers, but the squatters had 

' bricked in the doorway and the entrances 

to the two storefronts with extra cinder­

blocks. A derelict-looking man vomited 

beer off the fourth-floor fire escape. Cops 

sledgehammering through the "Housing Is 

a Human Right" mural _on the front wall 
only_ found more tinderblocks behind it. 

. "The cement was extra thick, reinforced," 

one officer said. "The 'door, 'you wouldn't 
believe." · 

By 11:30, police were on the fire es­
cape, while a squatter waved a black 

cocktai l -dress out a sixth-t!oor window 

like a sequined anarchy flag. Floor by 

floor, they chopped down the "WE THE 

PEOPLE WON'T GO," banner that 

adorne~ five stories of the fire escape. 

Two columns of armored police marched 

around the back of the building, and a 

few minutes later, nine squatters left the 

building rather than face arrest. It later 

turned out that in their zeal" to thwar•. a 

frontal assault on the ·building, the squat 

defenders had left the basement entrance 

wide open, giving cops easy access. Once 

cops got inside, people cut water lines 

and flooded parts of the building--the 

drains had _been sealed earlier. 

At noon, police began sawing off parts 

of the third-floor fire escape to arrest the 

three squatters who had chained them­

selves to it. Longtime squatter Jerry "the 

Peddler" Wade was the first one grabbed, . 

taken out onto the roof of an ESU truck 

that had pulled up to the front of the 

. building and was marched gingerly down 

a ladder. Police were unable to dismantle 

the V-shaped cylinder he had locked his 

arms into. 

"They took our home of seven years," 

he said as he was being perp-walked to 
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JER.RY THE PEDDLER IN IRONS 

the paddy wagon. "These cops are doing 

it all for the landlord." Jerry and the 

others who locked down were arrested. 

"I'm outraged about this," City Coun­

cilmember Margarita Lopez said at the 

scene. "This building was abandoned by 

the owner and the community took it 

over. Ten years later, the landlord dis­

covers he can make plenty of money. Do 

you think they're going to come in here 

and create affordable housing? Absolutely 

not!" 

Police Chief Allan Hoehl told a rather 

sycophantic group of corporate-media re­

porters--they asked questions like "What 

dangers did your officers face going into 

the building?"--that his main priority was 

to make the eviction as safe as possible 

for his officers "and the demonstrators." 

"So you're making the building safe for 

the landlord to charg9 $2,500 a month 
rent," the SHADOW asked/told him. He 
looked at the reporter as if he were a 

coc~roach, and then flicked the question 

aside. "We're assisting the city marshal in 

evicting the squatters," he replied. 
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FIFTH STREET SQUATTERS WIN 
IN LAWSUIT AGAINST CITY 

By Chris Flash 

Almost three years after their eviction, 
residents of the Fifth Street Squat have 
won a court victory against the Depart­
ment of Housing, Preservation and De­
velopment (HPD). 

When a small fire broke out on the 
second floor of 537-539 East Fifth Street 
on February 9, 1997, squat residents, 
many not fully dressed and nQt carrying 

5 their IDs or wallets, left the building, told 
a? by firefighters that they could return 
~ . . 

< later. · 
~ · Instead, the squatters were pushed 

.,,f o down the blo,ck by cops and forced to 
~ stand outside in freezing weather and 
0 then witness "!he demolition of their 

lishing the buildings. Bukowski told the 
SHADOW: "Although the lawsuit didn't 
find the mayor responsible, I'm sure he 
was knowledgable about the demolition­
-he's a serial offender who breaks the 
law and violates court orders with im­
punity." 

As reported in SHADOW #41 , in the · 

~eeks before' the demolition of their 
building, th~ Fifth Street squatters were 

. preparing io do battle with People's Mu­
tual Housing ·[\$.S.O i_ation (PMHA) , a so­
called ,hotfsi~~{ ---~p:'that was seeking 

lo-take their,..squat and a vacant building 
anc!_ lot on ei!her sitle of the~quat. 
· PMHA, whi_ch.had lined up almost $3 

ESPERANZA GARDEN ... ~, home a day later. . 
As reported in SHADOW #41 , as.the 

wrecking ball was crashing into the 
building, squatter attorney Jackie Bu­
kowski was in court, seeking an emer­
gency order to stop the demolition and 
waiting for city attorney Arthur Shaw to 
show up. After the order was obtained, 
Bukowski rushed to East Fifth Street to 
stop the demolition, but was ignored by 
cops, who almost arrested her. The 
demolition resulted in the deaths of 
several cats and dogs and the destruc­
tion and removal of building· residents' 
possessions. 

• million in federal and stijl~ funds to re­
develop the buildings into 29 ·units of 
low-to-moderate-income ·" housing, 
claimed that the squat was empty when 
they began negotiating wi~h HPD for it in 
1994, though they knew otherwise. In 
fact, the squatters had been in resi ­
dence since 1982, and had made major 
repairs to their building. When the build­
ings were taken down, PMHA cried foul 
play, but not out of concern for the dis-

buildings to take over rooftops and pre­
vent video taping by witnesses. With a 
helicopter overhead, by 10:00, cops con­
verged on the garden, clipping their way 
in as neighborhood people yelled and 
chanted against them. Over the next 
hour, cops used a chain saw to cut apart 
the coqui, shovels and "jaws of life" to dig 
out the sleeping dragons, and jackham­
mers to break up the concrete blocks, 
with defenders' arms still locked inside 
them. Another defender was covered with 
a wet blanket as cops cut him out of his 
lock-down with a power saw. 

Meanwhile, as the raid was ongoing, a 
hearing on Esperanza had been set up in 
State Supreme Court in Brooklyn. For 
weeks, lawyers for New York State Attor­
ney General Elliot Spitzer had been fight­
ing the city to save gardens built on city­
owned lots, including Esperanza, arguing 
that the gardens should be considered 
parks that could only be sold after a state 
environmental review or by an act of the 
state legislature. 

Tipped off by a garden activist that 
police were mobilizing outside of Esper-

. anza, Spitzer's office contacted the city's 
attorneys on the rnorning of the raid to 
request that the city hold back until ·the 
state's motion to get a Temporary Re­
straining Order (TRO) could be heard in 
court at 11 :00. Susan Amron of the Cor­
poration Counsel (the city's attorneys), 
refuse9, telling Spitzer's people "this has 
been scheduled for a long time." 

Garden defenders tried to stall cops 
until the judge's decision could be heard, 
but the motion wasn't finished in time be­
cause the city refused to delay the raid 
before the judge could rule. 

· After everyone had been taken away, 
the last person occupying the garden was 
a woman atop· the steel sunflower. Un­
able to get her down, cops convinced her 
that the defenders had succeeded in court 
and that the raid was over. Once she un­
locked· and came down, she was busted. 

Those arrested were charged with "Ob­
structing Governmental Administration," 
"Trespass," and "Resisting Arrest." After 
being held for 24 hours, all were released. 

As Esperanza was being cleared by 

cops and city workers, angry demonstra­
tors outside the garden shouted their sup­
port to those being arrested. Cops tried 
to push them away from the intersection 
of 7th and Avenue c,. engaging in a shov­
ing match for several minutes. Cops at­
tempted to steer people into waiting 

pens, but they refused. . 
Before the last garden defender was 

removed, Capoccia's demolition crew 

rolled in with a bull dozer and back hoe, 
destroying everything in sight. This was 
the same crew that leveled the Tenth 
Street Garden for Capoccia in December 
of 1997. When they were done, they 
erected a plywood fence around Esperan­

za and the . lots on Eighth Street and 
along Avenue C, reducfng Carmen Pa­

b6n's garden to a sliver. Serial garden 
killer Donald Capoccia now has a neat 

17,000 square foot parcel, ready for ex­
ploitation. 

Mayor Giuliani justified his circum­
venting the legal process for his good 
friend Donald Capoccia with a rambling 
statement: "When people become out of 
control advocates, they don't live in the 
real world anymore. The mayor has to 
live in the real world." 

After the destruction of Esperanza, 
Attorney General Spitzer told the media 
that Giuliani's raid on Esperanza before 
he could get a hearing on the gardens 
was "irresponsible." As a result of the 
mayor's blitz kreig against Esperanza, an 
angry State Supreme Court Justice 
Richard Huttner granted state lawyers a 
TRO against the city from moving on 630 
other gardens on city-owned lots, pending 
another hearin_g on March 1. 

Mayor Giuliani says he is considering 
appealing Huttner's ruling, and has an­
nounced that the city will transfer title to 
the Esperanza site to Capoccia and his 
partners before the March ·1 hearing 
date. 

' 
Unfortunately, Judge Huttner did not 

include the , Esperanza Garden in his 
order, accepting city attorneys' arguments 
that Esperanza had lost in court the day 
before and that Esperiinz~ had an appeal 
pending before another court. Since the 
Esperanza Garden had already been de­
molished, Huttner decided it was a moot 
issue. 

On February 2Z, Kresky filed an ap­
peal arguing that the Esperanza Garden 
is not a moot' issue because title has not 
yet been transfered to Capoccia and his 
partners, and that even though .the gar­
deri has been razed, as long as the land 
and gardeners are there, Esperanza can 
be restored·. A decision on Kresky's ap­
peal, which included an amicus brief from 
Spitzer's office, is expected, before the 

title to Esperanza is transfered. Pressure 
is also being put on the Appellate Divi­
sion to issue a stay that will prevent title 
transfer and development of the Esperan­
za site. 

Ironically, the mural facing Carmen 
Pab6n's garden that was saved by Mar­
garita Lopez reads: '"Peace, Esperanza, 
Justice From One Generation To Ano-
ther, La Lucha Continua." 

[Across the street from Capoccia's new 
acquisitions on Avenue C, a new four 
and one half story building is rising. 
Called "Police Service Area #4" and 

financed by the New York City Housing 
Authority, this Housing Police sub-sta­
tion is expected to further facilitate gen­
trification in the area, including the even­
tual privatization of the public housing 
projects along Avenue D.] 

(For more info on helping to save the 

gardens, call More Gardens! at 212-330- · w • 
6851; Time's Up at 212-802-8222; Jose a: · 
Torres/Esperanza Gardeners at 212- 5 -
505-3568) 

As the buildings were ripped apart, 
with no steps taken to protect the neigh­
borhood from toxic dust and falling 
debris, Jerry McCarty, of the mayor's 
Office of Emergency Management, told 
legal activists on the scene that the city 
was willing to absorb any lawsuit stem­
ming from the demolition. 

The displaced squatters immediately 
filed suit against the city, seeking $2.6 
million, for $100,000 per person, for the 
city 's violation of their constitutional 
rights. 

In her December 23, 1999 decision, 
State Supreme Court Justice Barbara 
Kapnick found HPD in civil contempt for 
violating her court orders of February 1 O 

& 11, 1997 demanding halting of the 
demolition and that HPD return squat­
ters' possessions. Reciting testimony 
from squatters and their neighbors, 
Judge Kapnick found that that HPD and 
its employees destroyed or kept many 
of the squatter's possessions in direct 
violation of her order. However, she did 
not find any party iri contempt for demo-

placed building residents. · 
Now, three years later, PMHA's pro­

ject is finally going forward. A large sign 
posted on plywood fencing surrounding 
the still vacant lots lists the owner as 
United Mutual Houses, LP, a PMHA front 
group. The address of the contractor, 
HLS Builders Corp, is given as 320 East 
Fourth Street, which is another building . 
owned by PMHA around the corner 
from the squat. Based on recent sales 
of vacant lots at city auctions, and the 
proximity of the lots to Avenue A, the 
three contiguous lots are now worth · 
more than $1 million. 

The issue of monetary compensation 
was directed to a court-appointed refer­
ee for a hearing, but city attorney Arthur 
Shaw told Bukowski: "Of course, we're 
going to appeal" Judge Kapnick's deci­
sion. Kurt, a Fifth Street Squat resident, 
told the SHADOW: "Monetary damages 
cannot bring that [the squ'at] back, but 
may be the only avenue o~ retribution." 

[For more info and background on the Fifth 

Street Squat demolition and lawsuit, see 

SHADOW #41 and check out this web site: 

< http://www. pan ix. com/~ blackout/fifth 

street html>] 

TOXIC DUST + DEBRIS FALL DURING ILLEGAL DEMOLITION 
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tion KPFA in Berkeley, effectively closing 

down the station and sparking local pro 

tests. Meanwhile, a leaked e-mail reveals 

discussion within the Pacifica board about 
selling off both KPFA and the network's 

most valuable station, WBAI in New 

York City (99.5 FM). The plot is thicken­

ed by mysterious shots fired in the night 
at KPFA's <Jtudios, and the apparent in­

volvement of figures from high-level fed­

eral spook agencies. 

The new Pacifica board chair Mary 

Francis Berry is President Clinton's ap­

pointee to lead the US Civil Rights Com­

mission, a body ~ith fe~eral subpoena 

power now investigating -the swath of po­
lice violence in New York City. At the 

February 28, 1999 meeting of Pacifica's 

' Berkeley-based national board, Berry and 

the network's Executive Direcfor Lynn 
Chadwick pushed through a proposal to 

centralize all power. Members of the af­

filiate stations' Local Advisory Boards 

would no longer have seats on the Na­

tional Board. 

The five affiliates (not counting re­

peater stations and non-affiliates that use 

Pacifica satellite feeds) are KPFA, WBAI, · 

KPFK Los Angeles, KPFr Houston and 

WPFW in Washington, DC. Programmers 

at the New York, Berkeley and Los An­

geles affiliates protested the board 
changes in defiance of Pacifica's so-called 

"gag rule" barring discussion of "internal" 

matters on the air. 

On March 31, Chadwick dismissed Ni­

cole Sawaya as KPFA station manager, 

claiming she was not a "good fit." Under 

the gag rule, KPFA reporters and pro­

grammers were forbidden to discuss Sa­
waya's termination over the air. That 

night, gunshots were fired at the KPFA 

studios, apparently from a passing car. 

The Berkeley police opened an investiga­
tion, and Chadwick hired a private secur­
ity firm to police the premises. 

KPFA Under Siege 
KPFA programmers began reporting 

on the situation--like the rest of the Bay 

Area media. Chadwick, now directly run­

ning the station, made good on her threat 

to enforce the gag rule. Veteran reporter 

and oolitical commentator Larry Bensky 
was fired on April 9. Longtime music pro­

grammer Robbie Osman was fired on 

June 18. Listeners organized .protests. On 

June 21, protestors occupied Chadwick's 

office at KPFA. She threatened to do a 

"citizen's arrest" if the Berkeley police did 

not remove them. Fifteen were arrested. 

The climax came with the July 13 ar­

rest of Dennis Bernstein, (formerly of 

Undercurrents at WBAI), then host of 

KPFA's investigative news program 
_ Flashpoints. Bernstein had just aired 

· ·- quotes from a press conference held by 

the arrested protest6rs on Flashpoints 

and the nightly news was being broadcast 

when Garland Ganter, general manager 

of the Houston affiliate brought in by 

Chadwick to help manage KPFA, told 

him he was being placed on "administra­

tive leave." Armed guards appeared to es­

cort Bernstein from the premises. News 

anchor Mark Mericle interrupted a tape 

to describe the scene live on the air as 

Bernstein was manhandled toward the 

door by guards. Sounds of the scuffle 

could be heard in the background before 

Mericle's mike was cut off and KPFA 

abruptly went dead. 

..,. 

The security men delivered Bernstein 

to the waiting Berkeley police, who led 

him away in handcuffs. KPFA was closed 

down as bewildered listeners spontan­

eously converged on the station. 

Bernstein protested his expulsion and 

arrest, claiming Pacifica management 

pulled a bait-and-switch on him: he had 

been told he could cover what main­

stream media were covering , about the 

cri.sis--and reporters from the Bay Area 

dailies were at the press conference he 

Staff Locked out at Berkeley's KPF A; . 
Leaked Memo Threatens Sale of New York's WBAI 

By Bill Weinberg 

was sacked for covering. He also protest­

ed that he was not allowed to reclaim his 

files from the KPFA premises. 
Ironically, KPFA-mostly broadcast vin­

tage '60s Marxist rhetoric from the Paci­

fica archives following the staff lock-out. 

Pacifica's y.eb site announced that KPFA 

was "now hiring," but listeners and staff 

said that any hire_d replacements would 

be scabs. Nearly 100 protesters (including 

.seven KPFA staff members) were arrest­

ed-over the _following days, and support­

ers maintained a permanent camp outside 

the KPFNPacifica building. 

Despite repeated denials from Pacifica 

spokesperson Elan Fabbri that they in­

tended to do so, on July 21, Pacifica in­

stalled new ISDN telephone lines at 

KPFA's transmitter in the hills east of 

Berkeley, allowing management to broad­
cast a remote signal from outside the Bay 

Area. Union workers from Pacific Bell-­

members of CWA Local 9415, like the 

purged KPFA staff--refused to cross the 
picket line that station staff mobilized at 

the transmitter. Pac Bell was forced to 

send a management person to install the 

lines, escorted by police. 

Pacifica apparently plans to broadcast 

the signal from KPFK Los Angeles over 

the KPFA transmitter until a new local 

staff can be assembled. KPFA supporters 
said if KPFK acceded to this, it would be­

come "scab radio." KPFK manager Mark 

Schubb is already known as "The Gag-

-

master." Segments of the national Pacifica 

news program Democracy Now and the 

media watchdog show Counterspin that 

covered the crisis at Pacifica were cen­

sored at KPFK, KPFr and WPFW. 
These last two stations now broadcast 

little more than music and Pacifica satel­

lite feeds. 

KPFA's repeater station KFCF in 
Fresno agreed to start broadcasting Den­

nis Bernstein's Flashpoints--but he could 

still not be heard over the airwaves of his 

· hometown Berkeley, historic birthplace of 

the Free Speech movement. 

Following weeks of daily protest and 

statements of solidarity with the locked­

out staff from Bay Area labor unions and 
natiohal media watchdog groups, the na­

tional board agreed to mediation with the 

KPFA staff. At the end of July, the bpard 

agreed to allow the staff back in--but the 

wiring had been ripped out of the control 

room, and it wasn:t until August 5 that 

free KPFA returned to the air. 

The crisis is far from over, and the 

limits of free speech on KPFA's airwaves 

are still being defined. Pacifica is refusing 

to drop charges against those arrested. 

Berkeley municipal court judge Jennie 

Rhine has recused herself from arraigning 

the 53 protesters. Rhine, a close friend of 

former Pacifica executive director Pat 

Scott, was formerly a Pacifica national 

board member. 

The Pacifica board's February 28 pow-
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er grab is being challenged in the Califor­

nia courts by members of the local affili­

ates' advisory boards, who say the move 

is illegal under state law. The suit also 

seeks to enjoin the board from selling any 

Pacifica station or spending subscriber 

funds on armed security agencies or pub-
lic relations firms. : 

The California state legislature also 

opened hearings on whether the Pacifica 

Foundation should be audited, and in Au­

gust, under imminent threat of subpoena, 

Pacifica _finally agreed to turn over finan­

cial records to the legislative investigative 

committee. Pacifica is also in an unseemly 

public squabble with the city of Berkeley 

over . whether the foundation should be 

reimbursed for the cost of the security 

firm. Berkeley police chief Dash Butler 

maintains that Pacifica has cost the city 
money by sparking the crisis, not the 

other way around. 

The Privatization Agenda 
On July 13, the same day Bernstein 

was arrested and KPFA went off the air, 

Andrea Buffa, director of the San .Fran­

cisco Media Alliance who had. been ar­

rested at the KPFA protests, received an 
e-mail from Pacifica National Board 

Treasurer Micheal Palmer, a Houston 

real estate developer. The e-mail was ad­

dressed to Mary Francis Berry, and bad 

apparently been sent to Buffa in error. It 

openly urged the sale of both KPF A and 

WBAI . 

Palmer wrote: "I was under the im­

pression there was support in the proper 

quarters, and a definite majority, for shut­

ting down that unit [KPFA] ... Has that 

changed? Is there consensus among the 
national staff that anything other than 

that is acceptable/bearable?" 

Arguing that economics demand the 

sale of an actual affiliate rather than a re­

peater station, Palmer next unveiled his 

real agenda: the sale ofWBAI. "[A] more 

beneficial disposition would be of the 

New York signal as there is a smaller 
subscriber base without the long and 

emotional history as the Bay Area, far 

more associated value, a similarly dys­

functional staff... It is simply the more 

strategic asset." 

Palmer also recommended bringing in 

"experts (whether from Wall Street, NPR/ 

CPB, Microsoft or otherwise) to get a 

strong reality check." 

The origin of the e-mail was confirmed 

by the Institute for Global Communica­

tions, Palmer's access provider. Pacifica 

management denies that any sale is 

planned. 

Liberal Union Busting 
Palmer's "privatization memo" was 

aired repeatedly over WBAI. So were the 

final seconds of free KPF A broadcast 

(with Bernstein's arrest in the back­

ground). The "gag-rule" is openly flouted 

at the New York affiliate, especially on 

the overnight talk shows. WBAI workers 

in United Electrical Local 404 have 

issued a statement in solidarity with the 

KPFA staff. During the KPFA lock-out 

the "dysfunctional" staff of WBAI ran the 

only remaining free station in the Pacifica 

network. 

This may spa~k the showdown with 

rank-and-file that has been building since 

the push to "mainstream" Pacifica began 

in 1995, when KPFA staff were purged 

and the national board mandated that all 

affiliates must run satellite feeds from the 

national network. 

In 1996, after then-Pacifica Executive 

Director Pat Scott gave herself a raise to 

$70,000 and drew up a new labor contract 

withdrawing non-paid staff at Pacifica sta­

tions (the overwhelming majority at 
KPFA and WBAI) from collective bar­

gaining, the network hired the American 

Consulting Group (ACG) in anticipation 

of labor disputes. The AFL-CIO calls the 

Continued On Page ~ 



STEAL THIS RADIO LOSES 
FREE SPEECH LAWSUIT!! 

By Chris Flash 
(With help from Steal This Radio) 

In a 25 page decision received on 

March 16, 1999 by Steal This Radio's 

lawyers at the Center for Constitutional 

Rights (CCR), District Court Judge Mi­

chael Mukasey ruled against Steal This 

Radio's constitutional challenge of the 

Federal Communication Commission 

(FCC) licensing scheme and enforce­

ment procedures. 

"Given plaintiffs' three-year-long, 

nearly continuous violations of the li­
censing requirement, there is every indi­

cation that plaintiffs will continue to vio­

l~te this provision in the future unless re­

strained by judicial order. Accordingly, 

the government 's request for a prelimin­

ary injunction is granted," read Muka­

sey's decision. 

"It's a sad day for freedom of speech 

on the airwaves" said Robert Perry, one 

of Steal This Radio's lawyers. According 

to Perry, Judge Mukasey "misstated the 

facts of the case, rejected and then mis­

applied our public forum analysis." 

CCR Attorneys Robert Perry and Bar -

bara Olshansky, seeking a stay against 

the injunction, filed an appeal in the 2nd 

Circuit Federal Court in late October, 

but the court upheld Mukasy's decision. 

As reported in SHADOW #44, Steal 

This Radio was visited by FCC agent 

Judah Mansbach in March 1998. A 

month later, the station launched a ma­

jor lawsuit, Free Speech vs the FCC, 

challenging the FCC's licensing scheme 
as an unconstitional free speech re­

straint. On February 1, 1999, Judge Mu­

kasey denied an FCC motion seeking to 

prevent Steal This Radio plaintiffs from 
pursuing its constitutional challenge of 

the FCC using fictious names like D.J. 
Thomas Paine, D.J. Carlos Rising, and 

D.J. E.S.E. 
Last 0ecember, STR attorneys filed a 

petition for a rehearing. If denied, they 

will seek to renew the writ of certioraia in 

US Supreme Court. But, as Perry told 

the SHADOW, "this is a long shot." 

Today, Steal This Radio is still off the 

air, with no prospects of being allowed 

to broadcast legally. Perry told the 

SHADOW: "For now, steal This Radio is 

subject to the prior injunction against 

broadcasting." 

According to Perry, a recent FCC 

decision allowing low power stations to 

broadcast won't help STR either: the 

decision won't allow stations to broad­

cast from NYC and it excludes unli­

censed micro broadcasters that the 

FCC has had· to get off the air. Perry 

added that STR is ineligible for licensing 

in the future. 
STR co-founder D.J. Queequeg has 

vowed that "members of the Steal This 

Radio collective will continue to fight the 

FCC's ban on free speech over the peo­

ple's airwaves, through the courts, 

through the medi~. and through all avail­

able means." 

Meanwhile, it is rumored that a new 

pirate radio station may be launched 

from the Lower East Side very soon, 

with built-in safeguards against FCC 

raiders. 

Stay tuned .... 

[Steal This Radio's attorneys at the 
Center tor Constitutional Rights can be 
reached at: 212-614-6434. Steal This 
Radio can receive mail c/o Black Out 
Books, 50 Avenue B, New York, NY 

10009. STR's web site is: http://www. 
echonyc.com/ ~gargoyle/str/ To get 
Radio Free Berkeley's newsletter and 

parts catalog to do your own micro­
broadcasting, cal/ 510-464-3041 or write 
to them at 1442A Walnut Avenue, #406, 
Berkeley, CA 94710. You can ·give the 
FCC a piece of your mind by calling to/1-
free: 888-CALL-FCC] 
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NEVER SLEEPS!! 

Free103point9: Still Going . Strong 
Don't believe the hype! The Federal 

Communications Commission's January 

20 vote to legalize low-power FM trans­

mitting for the first time in over 20 years 

is just one small step towards taking back 

the public airwaves. The FCC's decision 

is the equivalent of opening a few small 

national parks on a spectrum blighted by 

a handful of corporations hoisting adver­

tising bill boards on the sides of the Grand 

Canyon, Mount Rushmore, and the 

Washington Monument. 

Some Republicans are already scram­

bling to take back the little bit of park­

land the FCC has created. Obviously, 

they learned something from the pirates, 

because they're now waging a multi-front 

war. Mike Oxley, Congressman from 

Ohio, has introduced H.R. 3439, which he 

calls--get this--"The Radio. Preservation 

Act Of 1999." We're not making that up. 

And rumors swirl around Washington 

that the National Association of Broad­

casters--the puppets that pull Oxley's 

strings--is about to file suit in D.C. Dis­
trict Court to overturn the new class of 

low-power FM stations. 

Meanwhile, thousands of community 

groups around the country are organizing 

to apply for the low-power FM licenses 

that may be available in rural areas and 

small cities (not New York) in May. 

Everybody except Rosa Parks will get to 

ride in the front of the bus, but the 

banned pirates are all providing .others 

with the technical know-how and real-life 

experiences of running a _low-power sta-

tion. Most pirates plan to stay on the air, 

to continue to protest the lack of access 

to this nation's airwaves. 

We here at free103point9 plan to con­

tinue our mobile mission too, adding . 

transmitters and antennas throughout 

Williamsburg Brooklyn this summer. We 

may even have video capabi!ity soon. And 

we might change frequencies. For now, 
though, we're going to regroup, put some 

real audio samples (and eventually a con­

tinuous feed) on our website and plan a 

number of three-year anniversary parties 

and events at a number of Williamsburg 

locations. Let us know if you want to host 

one. 

If you live on the Southside of Wil­

liamsburg, tune in to 103.9-FM. beginning 

at 8pm, free103point9 will continue to 

host the "Audio Buffet" each Sunday 

night at the Diner, at the corner of 

Broadway and Berry Streets in Williams­

burg. This event takes place every Sunday 

at 10pm and is free. 

--free103point9 (mobile microcasting in 

Williamsburg since 3/9/97) 

[Anyone who would like'to help free1 03point9 

in any way should visit this web site: <www. 

screwm usicforever. com/interaction >andclick 

on the free103 stuff. Bands, artists, political 

activists, and party-throwers can email 

shows, openings, protests and events to: 

<free103point9@hotmail.com> or postthem 

to the Concert Report at: <www.screwmusic 

forever. com/interaction>] 
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A Short Story of Radio Station WJMZ 89.3 
By The Buddha Princess 

There once was a microbroadcasting 

station in Williamsburg called WJMZ 

89.3. It was power for the people of the 

community. All was tidings and happiness 

for a short wick of time. And THEN ... 

The evil fat one named Judah of the FCC 

rumbled . around the 'burg, doing his 9-5 

thing. He came looking, peeping around 

with his detection machines asking people 

on the streets, "Can you help me find the 
radio station?" 

Those unsuspecting fools directed him 

to our safe shell. He found the door and 

rang the magik buzzer, one single school 

boy was not quite quick en9ugh and let 

disaster in. Gave names and places and 

way too much information. We were 

warned and scorned and got the hell out 

with all our contrapulations. Disturbed 

and depressed but never completely re­

pressed, the people will be not be kept 

down. WJMZ is not free any more. Total­

ly shutdown for now. Legalities pending. 

But don't let this stop or discourage. Peo­

ple! Microradio stations can bloom aIJd 

multiply like ants, bees, birds, fleas and 

furry green things. Where there is move­

ment, atoms swirl and twirl , energy is 

everywhere. Grab tight and hold on. The 

people will be heard. 

They can not stop us. We will not be, 

defeated. Need, desire, a fire to light un­

der the asses of those who will make 

more. We must not succumb to our daily 

scurrying about, raising funds to feed the 

corporate beasts that are among us. They 

must be slaughtered like the dragons of 

by gone days. No, slaughtering dragons is 

wrong. The tyrants must be bridled, sad­

dled and taught the ways of the buddha 

princess, that's me. Then all the horses 

and dragons shall be set free. So beat a 

drum, yell real loud, block traffic, twirl 

fire, blow a horn, set up a microradio sta­

tion, do a toywar, write letters to the 

powers that be, drive the right stocks 

down, spend your pennies thoughtfully 

and be sure to cause trouble. Do not let 

the day be just another day for them, you 
or me. What's to' b'e' l:lone? 

Transformation, a bug in the larvae 

stage, seems dead, then from seemly 

nowhere bursts forth into the world as a 

glorious moth ... a chicken from an egg, a 

big fat baby can pop right out of your 

pussy if you are so lucky to have one. 

Keep this in mind. Change, Evolution, 

Revolution. Be part of the process, the 

Solution. It's about n1e trip, the ride , the 

rollercoaster. Is it all a game? There are 

no get out of jail cards free anymore. Go 

to jail to keep the gardens free. There is 

no sense here. That is inside. Reach in 
there and pull out that spiritual tumor 

and go into the world. Throw the tumor 

in the face of the monster and let it all 

come pouring out. You know the answer. 

And get a gas mask, just in case. 

--Buddha Princess (currently in hiding) 

BLACKOUT BOOKS 
ANARCHIST POLITICS 

50AvenueB 
BETWEEN 3RD & 4TH STREETS 

212-777-1987 BEST 
READING 

INTHE 
OCCUPIED -ZONE 

OPEN 7 DAYS • NOON-lOpm 

BLACKLISTED NEWS: 
SECRET HISTORIES FROM CHICAGO TO 1984 

735 pages of 
underground 

news, investigative 
reports, photos, 

art and 

propaganda put 
out by the original 
Youth International 

Paty (YI PPI ES) 
from 1967-1984. 

This very rare first 
edition has been 
out of print since 
1984 and cannot 

be found 
anywhere else!! 

***** 
Only $15 + $3.25 

postage + handling. 
Order yours.from: 

SHADOW PRESS 

P.O. BOX 20298 
New York, NY 10009 
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_n:ecoldwa~ ; ractice of ~sing_secret ' Sec.rel Evidence Undermines 
evidence to detain and deport 1mm1grants 

suspec_ted of Communist sympathies has the u s Cons1·11u1·1on 
re-emerged in the guise of fighting terror- ■ ■ 

ism. There have been 50 cases in the past 
six years in which the Immigration and 
Natutalization Service (INS) has used se­
cret evidence to arrest and deport non­
citizens; all those cases involve Arabs and 
other Muslims. "The government is trying 
to set bo,th political and legal precedents 
in uslng' secret evidence," says David 
Pugh, of the National Coalition to Protect 
'Political Freedom, "applying it to those 
they perceive as the most vulnerable sec­
tions of the population." In recent 
months, the use of secret evidence has 
come under · growing scn,1tiny by the 

courts, and somk'2sP11?ers·of Congress, 
who are questioning the fundamental fair­
ness of denying defendants the right to 
confront the evidence against them. Two 
of the approximately 20 Muslims current­
ly held, Hany Kiareldeen and Nasser 
Ahmed, have been released following 
tense legal battles. 

Hussein Ibish, a spokesman for the 
AmericanArabAnti-DiscriminationCom­
mittee in Washington says, "time after 
time, secret evidence is being revealed as 

evidence that isn't sensitive, but weak." 
Abdeen J abarra, a· lawyer who represents 
immigrants held on secret evidence, 
blames racism and selective prosecution. 
He says that Americans should not throw 
away what "we cherish in this constitution 
in the name of fighting terrorism." 

A Poisonous Atmosphere 
The story of Nasser Ahmed, an Egyp­

tian electrical engineer and court- ap­

pointed translator for blind cleric Sheik 
Omar Abdel Rahman, exemplifies for his 
defenders all that is wrong with the gov­
ernment's unyielding insistence on the 
need for using secret evidence. George­
town University law professor, David 
Cole, who worked on Ahmed's defense 
team, wr9te in an op-ed for The Washing­

ton Post: "So once again, the INS freed a 
man who for years it had said would en­
danger national security by his very pre­
sence. And once again, the INS avoided 
a definitive ruling on the use of secret 
evidence. As a result, we can expect that 
the INS will continue to engage in this 
practice, despite its consistent string of 
losses, and despite . the fact that every 
federal court to address the practice in 
the past decade has declared it unconsti­
tutional. Is this how an agency responsi­
ble for law enforcement shoutd treat the 
law?" 

In July, in response to a lawsuit 
brought on Ahmed's behalf by the ACLU 
against the use of secret evidence, immi­
gration judge Donn Livingston ordered 
Ahmed's release, saying that "a poisonous 
atmosphere created by secret accusation 
is impossible to completely eradicate." 
The INS appealed the release order and 
Ahmed remained in New York's infam­

ous Metropolitan Correctional center 
(MCC) until his release on November 29, 
1999. Some of the secret evidence used 
against Ahmed has been made public in 
the course of the ACLU suit and on Nov­
ember 11, a secret document was reveal­
ed showing that the FBI had argued 
against Ahmed's release because they be­
lieved it would improve his credibility 
among Arabs and people "would be more 
inclined to listen to him." The documents 

contained testimony from an unnamed 
FBI agent claiming Ahmed's "prominence 
in the community will increase if he is re­
leased." 

By Paul DeRienzo and Joan Moossy 

NASSER AHMED IN JAIL 

Ahmed was hired by the Sheik's defense, 
with government money, as a translator. 
Rahman was eventually convicted and 
sentenced to life in prison, mostly on the 
word of Emad Salem, a shady informant 
who had been paid more than a million 
dollars for his services by the FBI. (See 

SHADOW #34 for more--Ed.) In a jail­
house interview with the SHADOW, 
Ahmed said the FBI "has a problem with 

informants in the Islamic movement," 
adding that, "once you have someone re­
spected in the community, you know 
what's going on; the problem is what's go­
ing on is protected by the constitution." 

According to Jabarra, who was one of 
Rahman's defense lawyers, during the 
trial, Ahmed was picked up by INS 
agents who made him an offer: to inform 
on New York's Muslim community for 
the FBI or face deportation. Jabarra says 
that the INS agents made the ominous 
threat that Ahmed would know "what will 
happen if you are deported back to 
Egypt." A year later, in April 1996, while 
entering the INS office for a hearing on 
his political asylum request, Ahmed was 
again arrested. But this time, instead of 
going to the INS jail, he was taken to the 
MCC and placed in "administrative deten­
tion," better known as solitary confine­
ment. When his lawyers tried to get 
Ahmed out of jail, they were confronted 
for the first time by secret evidence. 

solitary. The incident led to a hearing 
before a judge who ordered Ahmed re­
turned to the general population. 

A Major Win 
INS spokesperson Russ Bergeron says 

the government was perfectly justified in 
using what he calls "classified" evidence in 
Ahmed's case, because "classified" evi­
dence is subject to detailed review by the 
Attorney General. Bergeron adds that At­
torney General Janet Reno agreed that 
the "evidence said he needed to be de-
tained." Despite the government's s~em­
ing intransigence, Ahmed says that all the 
secret evidence cases scored "a major 
win," with the October release of a 31 
year old Palestinian immigrant, Hany 
Kiareldeen, from the Hudson County 

Correctional center in New Jersey, where 
he faced deportation for 19 months on 

~ - the basis of secret evidence. Kiareldeen 
8 and his supporters have always main­
~ tained that allegations that he had ties to 
z suspects in the World Trade center 
c§ bombing were made up and fed to the 
' FBI Joint Terrorist Task Force by a vin-

dictive ex-wife during a bitter custody 
battle. "I couldn't believe that s~ch allega­
tions were being pointed at me," Kiarel­
deen said. "Such a use of secret evidence 
really astonished me." An immigration 
board decision upheld by the Board of 
Immigration Appeals ruled that the evi­
dence against Kiareldeen was unreliable, 
and Federal District Court Judge William 
Walls ordered his release. David Cole ap­
plauded INS Commissioner Doris Meiss­
ner for not appealing Wall 's decision. 

All this gave hope to Ahmed in his 
brown prison coveralls at the bleak MCC 
in lower Manhattan. When asked by the 
SHADOW if he planned to stay in the 
United States if he's released, Ahmed 
said with defiance, "Absolutely--they're 
not going to do that to any other Muslim 
in the future." Later, he said that his re­
lease "has put a nail in the coffin of sec­
ret evidence." Some members of Congress 
agree. Representatives · David Bonior 
(D-MI), and Tom Campbell (R-CA), 
have introduced the Secret Evidence Re­
peal Act of 1999 (HR2121 ). If passed, the 
law would prohibit the use of secret evi­
dence in current and fu ture immigration 

proceedings. The bill has been co-signed 
by about 58 members of Congress and is 
supported by the ACLU. 

Limiting the Constitution 

The FBI Searches for an Informant 

Ahmed was locked up in solitary con­

finement, away from the general jail pop­
ulation, for nearly 37 of the past 44 
months because, he told the SHADOW, 

jail officials claimed he "had been in and 
out of the building, visiting the Sheik," 

and knew "the layout." In 1997, Ahmed 
was shipped· without warning to another 

solitary confinement cell in Otisville, an 

upstate New York prison. He says guards 
told him he needed to be in solitary for 
his own protection. That response, incon­
sistent with the reasons given at MCC, 
prompted Ahmed to go on a hunger 
strike. After collapsing, Ahmed was 
placed in a hospital, where he remained 

for seven months. Lawyer Abdeen Jabar­

ra says the "saddest day of. the case was 
visiting Ahmed while he was being force 
fed in the hospital." But for Ahmed, it 
was an opportunity to contact his lawyers 

and help build his defense. He also 
showed the SHADOW a scarred finger 
that he claimed resulted from a brutal 

beating by two MCC guards over his 
acce~ to an Arabic newspaper while in 

The Florida case that moved Repre­
sentative Bonior to speak out against se­
cret evidence concerns a stateless Pales­
tinian, Dr. Mazen Al-Najjar, who came to 
the United States in 1981 . He was arrest­
ed after the FBI investigated a think-tank 
Al-Najjar ran for Middle East-oriented 

faculty at the University of South Florida. 
The government's investigation began af­
ter the former director of the World and 
Islam Studies Enterprise (WISE) _ left 
Tampa in 1995 and turned up as the 
overseas head of a group called Islamic 
Jihad, which is on a list of terrorist organ­
izations maintained by the U.S. Secretary 
of State as a requirement of the Anti­
Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty 
Act of 1996. The FBI got a search war­

rant for the offices of WISE and the 
home of Al-Najjar's brother-in-law and 
found fund-raising literature supporting 
Hamas, another militant Palestinian or­
ganization on the State Department's list 
of banned groups. Classified evidence was 
not invoked during Al-Najjar's deporta­
tion hearing, but the court heard testi­
mony from a federal agent who called Al-· 
Najjar a· "mid-level operative in a terrorist 

front group." After being held without 

-L._ _ ____ _ 

Shortly after the 1993 World Trade 
center bombing, Sheik Rahman was ar­
rested and charged with being "the spiri­

tual leader" of a conspiracy to murder 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and 

to bomb major New York City landmarks 
and FBI headquarters. During the trial, 

bail, Al-Najjar asked an immigration 
judge to review the INS decision. The 
INS gave the judge secret evidence to re­
view and a one page summary that was 
later released stated simply that Al-Najjar 
was "associated" with Islamic Jihad. 

Following the terrorist bombings at the 
World Trade center and in Oklahoma 
City, Congress passed the Anti-Terrorism 
and Effective Death Penalty Act and the 
Immigration Reform Act, both in 1996. 
The measure originally gave the federal 
government broad new powers to investi­
gate and prosecute acts of domestic ter­
rorism, but opposition from conservatives 
and civil libertarians alike resulted in the 
removal of most of the provisions dealing 
with American citizens. The Anti- Terror­
ism law required the State Department to 
keep a list of groups deemed terrorist, 
making it a crime to provide any assis­
tance even to purely humanitarian activi­
ties of the listed groups. The Act also 
allows the use of secret evidence, but in­
cludes a provision for providing targets 
with summaries of the secret evidence 
used against them. Although none of the 
immigrants currently facing deportation 
under secret evidence are being charged 
under the law, the INS says it's not shying 
away from enforcing the 1996 law. 

The Allen Terrorist Removal Court 
Russ Bergeron says legal residents of 

the U.S. may face deportation undenhe 
law if their activities are interpreted as 
aiding a terrorist organization. So far, 
Bergeron adds, the Alien Terrorist Re­
moval Court, a special court that was 
created to prosecute immigrants under 
the 1996 law, has "not been fully estab­
iished." Although Chief Supreme Court 
Justice William Rhenquist has appointed 
judges to the panel who will hear cases 
brought against immigrants using secret 
evidence, only those parts of the law ban­
ning financial and material support of 
"terrorist" groups are being enforced. The 
Alien Terrorist Removal Court is mo­
deled on the Foreign Intelligence Surveil­
lance Court, which approves search war­
rants in national security cases. (See 
SHAOO\A/ #44 for more-Ed.) 

Al-Najjar's case has attracted some 
powerful defenders, including Reverend 
Jesse Jackson, as well as Representative 
Bonior, who chose the anniversary of Al­
Najjar's second year in jail to introduce 
the bill banning secret evidence. Bonior, 
the House minority whip, has met with 
President Bill Clinton as well as Attorney 
General Reno to appeal for Al-Najjar's 
release. Bonior says Reno was unsympa­
thetic, expressing her "comfort" with the 
handling of Al-Najjar's case. Russ Berger­
on of the INS says that if Congress 
changes the law, then the INS will "abide 
by that law." Meanwhile, a group of Al­
Najjar's supporters have formed a com-

, munity group that has been lobbying 

against the use of secret evidence. Deputy 
Attorney General Eric Holder's response 
to the group has been that the evidence 
is "highly relevant and, therefore, appro­
priately used." 

The government claims it needs a na­
tional security exemption to certain con­
stitutional rights in order to fight terror­
ism, but Rep. Tom Campbell, who was a 
Stanford University law professor before 
being elected to Congress, says there 
should · be no simple reason to suspend 
our rights. "Street crime is pervasive in 
America, domestic terrorism rare," Camp­
bell says, "Would you give ~e secret evi­
dence powers to wipe out street crime?" 
On that count the jury is still out. 

{Paul DeRienzo and Joan Moossy host 
Let 'em Talk on WBAI (99. 5 FM) in New · 
York City, Thursdays at 1:30 am. Sul> 
scribe to Let 'em Ta/k 's free mailing list 

at: <http://wWW.onelist.com/subscribe/ 
letemta/k >. For more articles by Paul 
and Joan, check out their web site: 

<http://wWw.pdr. autono. net> J 



Giuliani's New Street Closings 
Are No Victory For Vendors 

By Robert Lederman 
"They w,on this round in my opinion," Deputy Mayor Rudy Washington said of the armies 

of vendors yesterday. (Daily News, January 17, 2000, "Vendors Snag a Victo,-Y') 

•~endors_ have a right, but the city must strike a balance'--Rudy Washington (NY Times 
City Section, January 16, 2000, "To Relieve Sidewalk Crowding, City Trims Street Vendors 
Hours') 

After more than six months of what 

the City euphemistically called "delibera­

tions," Giuliani's appointees on the Street 

Vendor Review Panel [SVRP] have an­

nounced their latest street closings, at­

tempting to mischaracterize them as a 

"victory" for vendors. While it's true that 

rather than close another. 400 streets to 

vending as · previously threatened, the 

panel has only closed 16 streets, this is 
neither a victory for vendors nor for the 

future of vending in New York City. The 

story behind the administration's disinfor­

mation is that this is a victory for corpor­

ations, for a corrupt City Council member 

on the vending panel with direct ties to 

multiple permit food vending companies 

and for the Mayor himself, who delights 

in targeting those who oppose his repres­

sive administration. Included in the 16 

streets that are being newly restricted are 

the traditional vending locations for near­

ly 70% of the City's First Amendment­

protected street artists and approximately 

50% ofthe Asian food vendors in China­

town. 

Those familiar with this issue might 

wonder how the Mayor's panel managed 

to limit new closings to a handful of rela­

tively obscure streets while leaving thou­
sands of multiple permit corporate food 

vendors to remain in their prime loca­

tibns, some of which involve as many as 

25 food carts crammed together on a sin­
gle block. Could this be a rational re­

sponse to what Giuliani aide Rudy Wash­

ington calls congestion? Perhaps the new 

street closings have more to do with the 

following facts: 

1. The Business Improvement Districts 

[BIDs] have obtained signed agreements 

and endorsements from the heads of 

some· of the City's largest multiple permit 

food yending corporations supporting a 

warrant system involving the sale of street 

vending locations to the highest bidder. 

This new vending law [not yet passed by 

the City Council] was written by the 

BIDs, the Mayor's attorneys and by the 

staff of a member of the SVRP, and is 

actually being lobbied for by some of the 

heads of the City's largest multiple permit 
food vending corporations. They stand to 

directly benefit from toe new law which 

returns to them hundreds of vending per­

mits the City Council previously took 
away. 

2. The only elected official who sits on 

the SVRP, City Council Member Noach 

Dear, receives contributions from the 

very vending corporations his vote directly 

benefits. What's more, as Council Mem­

ber Dear stated in his June 25, 1998 writ­

ten submission to the . Transportation 
committee's vending hearing, a key aide 

of his is part owner of two of these same 

vending corporations. Dear also just hap­

pens to be the chair of the committee in 

charge of vending for the City Council 

and is a fervently outspoken supporter of 

Mayor Giuliani. As he stated on the re­

cord during the same hearing on vending, 
"I'm proud to be called a mini-Giuliani." 
[For more on Dear's corrnpt practices see 

Daily News, 1/13/2000: "Pol Misused Half­

Million In Funds--Feds"]. 

3. While the City has seen massive 

vendor demonstrations during the past 

year, the thousands of vendors who parti­

cipated in these events were not all pro­

testing the same thing. While hundreds of 

First Amendment-protected independent 

street artists and Asian food vendors 

from Chinatown were attacking the May-

Ull}f. 

[Robert Lederman, President of A.R.T.I.S.T. (Artists' Response To Illegal State Tactics) , is 

an 8:rtist and the author of hun~reds of published essays concerning Mayor Rudolph Giuli­

ani. Lederman has been falsely arrested 41 times to date for his anti-Giuliani activities and 

has never been convicted of any of the charges. He is best known for creating hundreds 
of paintings 9f Mayor Giuliani as a Hitler-like dictator. Robert Lederman can be reached 

at: 718-743-3722, or emailed at: ARTISTpres@aol.com. For more background on these 

and other issues, visit the A.R.T.I.S.T. website at: http://www.openair. org/alerts/ artist/ 

nyc. html f or more information on the Street Vendor Review Panel (SVRP), contact: Deputy 

Mayor Rudolph Washington at t tie Department of Busines~ Services: 212-788-0120, SVRP 

Chief Counsel Andrew Schwartz: 212-513-6428, City Council Member-Noach Dear: 212-

. 788-7022, Mayor Giuliani's Press office: 212-788-2958 (Fax: 212-788-2975)] 
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or's vicious war on vendors, the food 

vending corporations and the thousands 

of immigrant vendors that are their ex­
ploited and often intimidated employees, 

were actually demonstrating in support of 

a system they were misled to believe 

would protect their street vending loca­
tions. The most significant feature of the 

new system is a "warrant" or franchise for 

each spot [see City Council Intro vending 

bills #110, #334, #337 and #343]. Undis­

closed to these hard working ( and in 

many cases non-English speaking) vend­

or~ is the fact that the City has been pri­

vately negotiating with the Bills and with 

corporations like McDonald's and Disney 

to eventually sell these very same spots to 

them, thereby eliminating the City's entire 

present population of immigrant vendors. 

That, not a "victory for vendors" is why 

the Giuliani administration is not closing 

more streets. To close off more streets 

would cut into the profits from selling 

thousands of choice vending spots to 

these wealthy corporations. When Mayor 

Giuliani and Rudy Washington say, 

"Vendors have a right to vend," they 

mean multiple permit corporate vendors, 

not the independent immigrant and mi­

nority vendors the public associates with 

traditional vending. 

4. Even Mayor Giuliani's most loyal 

supporters will admit that he routinely 

engages in revenge in order to silence or 

punish his enemies. Is it a coincidence 

that the new street closings specifically 

target the Mayor's most outspoken critics­

-street artists? And the one other group 

of vendors that have dared to personally 

attack him--the Asian vendors of China­

town and Dragons Gate Park, also known 

as Sara Delano Roosevelt Park? Can any 
reasonable person claim that Mott Street, 
53rd Street in front of the Museum of 

Modern Art or Prince and Spring Streets 

in SoHo are dangerously' congested, but 

that Broadway or the other streets in the 

Financial District and in midtown that are 

the location for thousands of corporate-

run food vendors are not? ' 

Robert Lederman 
Targeted For Arrest 
At City Hall Demo 

By Gabby Sloan 
On February· 16, street artists and 

vendors from 16 streets Mayor Giuliani 

recently restricted to all forms of vend­

ing moved their selling locations to City 
Hall. 

The new restrictions, which went;into 

effect on February 24, eliminate close to 

70% of the vending locations presently 
occupied by street artists. The restric­

tions also significantly target Chinese 
vendors working in Chinatown. 

On February 15, at a packed emer­
gency vendor meeting held at the Gen~ 

ter For Constitutional Rights, angry 

vendors from a number of groups deter­

mined to take their fig~t right to Mayor 
, Giuliani's door. Robert Lederman, a 

street artist and vendor activist, macfe · 

the following statement during the meet­

ing: "We will make City Hall Park, the 
sidewalks around the· park and the two 

heavily guarded entrances to City Hall it­

self our ·new ver:,ding locations. We will 

set up there until Mayor Giuliani backs 
off on his vindictive and unjustified re­

strictions. The Mayor recently spent 22 

million in tax dollars to renovate the park 

and the area around City Hall. It's about 

time the people of this City put that in­

vestment to good use." 

On February 23, the day before the 

restrictions were expected to be en­

forced, vendors held a mass demonstra­

tion at City Hall Park. 

. Giuliani 
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5. The public hearing that preceded 

these new restrictions violated numerous 

legal requirements. Vendors who stood 

on line for hours before the hearing 

opened were denied admittance and a 
chance to testify, while street closing ad­

vocates were issued passes and allowed to 

eriter and testify at their convenience. It's 

worth noting that the only public an­
nounceinent by the City of the hearing 

was in the City Record, a newspaper un­

available c:in newsstands that costs $500 

per year to subscribe to. 

6. At the same time, the City is mak­

ing drastic new restrictions on street 

artists, thereby eliminating most of their · 

traditional selling locations. Giuliani's law­

yers in the Corporation Counsel are argu­

ing before Federal Judge Lawrence Mc­

Kenna [Ledennan eta/ v. Giuliani, 98 Civ. 

2024 (LMM)] that artists remain free to 

sell on virtually.all New York City streets. 

The bottom line is that nothing has 

changed in the Mayor's war on vendors. 

It's just as racist as ever, just as intended 

to benefit corporate interests at the ex­

pense of immigrants as ever, and just as 

corrupt as ever. It's a victory for the 
Mayor's corporate police state, but cer­
tainly not for vendors, who still face being 

eliminated from the streets. And it's cer­

tainly no victory for the public, who in 

numerous surveys and polls expressed an 

overwhelming support for vendors and a 

desire to have vending remain throughout 

New York City. 

At that time, Lederman was arrested, 

while selling postcard versions of his un­
complimentary portraits of the mayor 

outside the gates of City Hall. This was 

Lederman's 41 st arrest for his anti-Giu­
liani activities, and was personally super -
vised by Deputy Mayor Rudy Washing­

ton and NYPD attorney Margaret 

Shields. 

Lederman was also interrogated by 
detectives from the NYPD Intelligence 

Division while he was held at the First 

Precinct. What should have been a rou­

tine three hour booking procedure end­
ing in the issuance of a summons be­

came a trip through the system on or­
ders from Police Commissioner Howard 

Safir's office. 

Lederman was chqrged with violating 

Section 105b of the Parks Department's 
rules, which requires a permit for vend­

ing within 500 feet of a park. But, in 
1998, Manhattan Criminal Court Judge 

Lucy Billings issued a ruling which de­

clared Section 105b to be both uncon­

stitutional and a violation of'the Laws bf 
the City of New York as applied to art-
ists. · ·' 

While the City is appeal i'ng this ruling, 

Judge Billings' finding is the law. There­

fore, no . Manhattan Criminal Court 

Judge can find an artist guilty of violat­

ing Section 105b, and none has since 

1998. Judge Billings, who was regarded 
as one of the most respected, know­

ledgeable and intelligerit judges in the 

Manhattan Criminal Court system, was 

transferred to civil court almost immedi­

ately after her rul!ng was published in 

the NY Law_ Journal [August 17, 1998]. 
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NYPD: Programmed to Kill? 
By Frank Morales 

move was ba_sed on a poll taken by the 

police themselves. From this point on it 

was clear that the Bronx DA's "prosecu­

tion" was taking a dive. Let's face it, cops 

don't prosecute other cops. 

The four officers' claims, bolstered by . 

police "experts," was that they were only 

doing what they were trained to do, a 

variation on the Nazi Nuremberg defense 

of "I was only following orders." 

Once it became obvious that the pro­

secution never intended to rigorously 
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charges of excessive force filed against 

them had . been revealed. Officer Boss 

killed Patrick Bailey in Brooklyn in 1997. 

McMellon had five excessive force 

complaints, including a charge of "racial 

insensitivity." Naturally, all the charges 

had been deemed "unsubstantiated" by 

the CCRB, another wing of the set-up. 

No attempt was made to "humanize" 

Amadou Diallo though. He was cast as 
the · ,,·individual," the would-be "perp," 

when, by all accounts, he was a sensitive 

and beautiful human being. The fact that 

a week before the final court summations, 

the New York Times could predict that 

the officers would claim "self defense" 

and the verdict would probably come 

down on Friday the 25th of February 

2000, which it did (!), reveals a deep level 

of control of the whol~ affair. As a psy­

chological operation, the authoritarian ra­

cist injustice and legal murder was admin­

istered most effectively by means of live 
"court 1V'' coverage of the Diallo lynch­

ing. 

A number of reports confirm that 

across America police killings are up. Ac­
cording to the National Lawyers Guild, in 

1990, 62 p_eople died at the hands of the 

police, while in the first nine months of 

1998 the number had grown to 205, an 
increase of more than 230 percent. Am­

nesty International recently reported that 

after a low of 14 deaths (police killings) 

in 1987, the number of police shootings in 

NYC started to rise again from the late 

1980s onwards, a trend seen also in some 

other major cities. According to Al, in 

1990, 41 civilians were shot dead by NYC 

police officers, the highest number since 

the mid-1970s. Despite the fact that there 
is no national data on police use of exces­

sive force, you can be sure that there has 

been no let up in the unjustified, criminal 

murdering of mostly non-white civilians 

in which the NYPD radically increased 

the size of its "weapons detection" unit 

along with the scope of illegal searches of 

innocent civilians, usually poor, non-white 

· residents of New York City, thus institu­

ting "racial profiling." 

NYPD Commissioner Howard "pinky" 
Safir, on the anniversary of the Diallo 

shooting, told the New York Times that 

"generally, when it comes to the use of 

firearms, we are the most restrained large 

city police department in the United 

States." He credited this ."gun restraint" to 

"better firearms training, which includes 

role playing and video simulators." Not­

withstanding Safir's disingenuous reliance 

upon recent figures, the obvious conse­

quence of public anger and pressure on 

the police-state to cool it, his raising of 
the issue of firearms training does bear 

scrutiny, and should have been an area of 

scrutiny during the trial. 

In fact , the NYPD has a $76,000 con­

tract (#9316658) with an outfit by the 

name of Firearms Training Systems Inc. 

or FATS. They are in the business of fire­

arms training, using video_ simulation 
technology. NYPD cops train on the 

FA TS "simulator" twice a year. Given the 

Diallo trial and verdict, it is noteworthy 

that the company claims that "FATS sys­

tems used by law enforcement agencies 

are a viable defense tool against liability 

lawsuits relating to alleged uses of exces­

sive force," given that "the officers train­

ing on FATS systems receive the most 

realistic training available to .law enforce­

ment personnel." Recall police "expert" 

Dr. Fyfe testifying on the issue of train­
ing, stating that "police are not trained to 

think, but to react on instinct." 

In the early morning of February 4, 
1999, Amadou Diallo, 22, was killed in a 

hail of bullets in the vestibule of his home 

at 1157 Wheeler Avenue in the Bronx. 

He was shot a little after midnight by four 

white officers of the New York City Po­

lice Department's plainclothes Street 

Crime Unit, who confronted him on his 

stoop during what the police refer to as a 
"dynamic intervention." Street Crime Unit 

members, known as the "commandos" of 

the NYPD, conceive of themselves as 

"hunters" who "own the night." Unit offi­

cers Kenneth Boss, Edward McMellon, 

Richard Murphy, and Sean Carroll fired 

a total of 41 shots at Diallo, later claim­

ing they feared Diallo had a weapon, 
-imagining his wallet was a gun. They all 

would later testify in unison: "I saw a 

gun." In reality, Diallo was unarmed and 

was more than likely frightened and at­

tempting to flee the on-rushing plain­

clothes thugs, seeking the safety of his 

apartment. He never made it. Diallo, who 

had come to New York from Guinea two 

years before and worked on the Lower 

East Side, was struck 19 times and died 

on the way to the hospital. An autopsy 

revealed that he had been shot while on 

the ground in front of his home. 
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According to company documents, 

Firearms Training Systems "is·the leading 

worldwide producer of interactive simula­

tion systems designed to provide training 

in the handling and use of small and sup­

porting arms." Based in Sewanee, Geor­

gia, FATS operates facilities in England, 
the Netherlands, Singapore and Canada, 

generating tens of millions of dollars in 

revenue each year. FATS systems are 

currently in use in over 450 law enforce­

ment agencies, including the NYPD, the 

LAPD, the FBI and DEA. And it's not 

only police that they train. Since 1984, 

FATS has specialized in customized fire­

arms training and psychological condition­

ing of all branches of the US military, in­

cluding the Army and Marines. 

Within days of the shooting, which 

many have characterized as an outright 

assassination, a thousand people gathered 

in front of his apartment house, the first 

of a stream of protest gatherings. After 

months of demonstrations, including the 

arrest of 1,166 people in nearly daily inci­

dents of civil disobedience in front of po­

lice headquarters at One Police Plaza, the 

four officers were indicted by a Bronx 

Grand Jury on second degree murder 

charges which alleged that the officers in­

tended to kill Mr. Diallo. One year later, 

after the officers and their PBA attorneys 

had ample time to rehearse their story, 
the case finally came to trial. The three 

week charade was a set-up from the be­

ginning. After the predictable one-sided 

debate concerning jury "impartiality," the 

trial of the officers was shifted to Albany­

-a setting more partial to the police. This 

cross-examine them, it was clear that the 

fix was in and the acquittal of the four 

officers a fait acompli. Even the judge's 

final "charge" to the jury lacked even­

handedness. According to the New York 

Times, Judge Teresi's "four hour instruc­

tion that ciearly came down on the de­

fense's side," offering numerous grounds 

for acquittal, noted that "a police officer 

should not be considered the aggressor in 

a situation just because he gives chase or 

pulls his gun." Some instruction. 

The lame prosecution never brought 

forth crucial evidence nor key witnesses. 

Like Diallo's housemate, who said that 

immediately following the shooting, the 

police ransacked their house and kept 

asking if Amadou had any enemies, never 

telling the terrorized resident that it was 

they who had killed Diallo! The "human­

izing" of the officers might not have gone 

so smoothly if their_ previous records and 
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by police officers. 

It is critical to note that the rise in 

police killings has taken place during a 

two-decade long increase in police mili­

tarization. Since 1980 there has been a 

500% boom in the growth and activity of 

police-para-military SWAT type units 

across the country. During this period, 

police training and acquisition has bene­

fited tremendously through military "tech­

nology transfers" to law enforcement, 

some of which specifically deal with "wea­

pons detection," the presumed object of 

Street Crime Unit operations. Coinciden­

tally, the federalization of these policies 

occurred during the same period (1997) 

According to a FATS brochure, its 
simulation systems · "enable users in law 

enforcement agencies and the military the 

ability to train in highly realistic scenarios 

through the integration of video and digi­

talized projected imagery," utilizing "laser 

emitting firearms that retain the fit , func­

tion and feel of the original weapon." The 

FATS simulator "evaluates each officer 

on a series of judgement, accuracy and 

· reaction time exercises ... which include ap­

propriate use of deadly force." 

Ron Hampton, a retired police officer 

and executive director of the National 

Black Police Association, told Amnesty 

International in 1988 that "in a training 

Continued On Page 21 
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NEW YORKERS TRASH THE KLAN!! 
Hooded hoodlums massively outnumbered; 

NYPD exploits spectacle to increase surveillance 
· By Bill Weinberg 

On Saturday Oct. 23, following a fren­
zied series of court battles, the Church of 
the American Knights of the Ku Klux 

Klan, an Indiana-based faction of the 
fragmented white supremacist movement, 
rallied in front of the state court house in 
New York City's Foley Square. But the 
fifteen or so Klansmen were outnum­
bered hundreds-to-one by an ethnically 
diverse crowd of protesting New Yorkers. 

The Klan compromised with the ad­
ministration of Mayor Rudolph Giuli­
ani--which had first sought to ban the 

march entirely and then invoked an 1845 
state law against wearing masks in public 
protests--by wearing their hoods, but not 
masks. The row of Klansmen in what ap­
peared to be pointy white dunce caps 
were surrounded by a stiff phalanx of 
cops in full riot gear facing out at the sea 
of hostile, mocking, multi-ethnic New 

Yorkers. 
The cops predictably tried to break 

_ the anti-Klan protesters up into small 
groups with barricades and bottlenecks--a 
tactic aided by the fact that Foley Square 
is the latest city park closed by the ad­
ministration for renovations. A few anti­
Klan protesters were arrested, and one 
maced, for trying to break through the 
barricades. One was even arrested for 
punching' a Klansman in the face after 

bluffing his way through police barricades 
by pretending to be a Klan sympathizer. 

The Giuliani administration typically 

exploited the controversy to expand con­
trols ori access to public space. The Klan 

sought a permit for 2 to 4 PM at Foley 
Square. A group of counter-protestors, in­
cluding State Assemblyman Scott String­
er, State Sen. David Patterson, State 

Comptroller H. Carl McCall, Rev. Al 
Sharpton and Jewish leaders also de­

manded a permit. On Friday, city authori­
ties pulled the Klan's sound permit after 
a federal appeals court overturned a low-

. er court ruling and barred the Klan from 
marching with masks. On the morning of 
the march, the case actually reached the 
desk of US Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, who again upheld the 
anti-mask law. Stringer's group got the 
permit for Foley Square, while the be­
sieged Klansmen held a vigil with no per­

mit. 
Attorney Norman Siegel of the New 

York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) 

represented the Klan, and actually se­
cured amicus briefs supporting their right 

to march on First Amendment grounds 
from Rev. Sharpton and the weekly Am­

sterdam News, the city's largest black 

readership newspaper. "Our brief is not 
for the Klan," Sharpton told the New 

York Times, "It's againl;t the Mayor." 

But Sharpton and Stringer ultimately 
rejected a Siegel-brokered deal to have 
the Klan and the anti-Klan coalition share 
a sound permit, with the Klan getting the 
first hour and the coalition the second. 

The Klan group actually tried to culti­
vate a "politically correct" image during 
the court battles. Imperial Wizard Jeffrey 
Berry of Butler, IN, told Long Island's 
Newsday, "We're a nonviolent, Christian 
civil-rights group ... Rodney King said it 
best: 'Can't we all just get along?"' Mean­
while, the group's website (www.american 
knights.com) boasts of a campaign to 
overturn an American system that "dis­
criminates against Whites in favm of un­
qualified and lazy niggers," where 
"WHITE teachers and students are raped 
and robbed by niggers and other savages 
on a daily basis," and where "Jewish 
bankers and shylocks control the econo­
my with an iron hand." Grand Dragon 
James Sheeley had actually been an in­
mate counselor at New York State's 
Wallkill Prison for 18 years. He was fired 
in 1997 after white supremacist literature 

was found in his locker. The inmate pop­
ulation at the prison is 85% non-white. 

A second anti-Klan group, the Partisan 
Defense Committee (linked to a Trotsky­
ist party called the Spartacist League), se­
cured a permit for a park in front of city 

court at 100 Centre Street, half a block 
north of Foley Square. The PDC rally led 
chants of "NO FREE SPEECH FOR 
RACISTS!"--oblivious to how Giuliani 
was using precisely this sentiment to fur­
ther his agenda of keeping all protesters 
off the city's streets. 

As Bhairavi Desai, whose New York 
Taxi Worker's Alliance had battled the 
city in court for the right to conduct a cab 
protest motorcade last summer, told the 
New York Post: "He's denied permits to 

poor people, black people, working peo­
ple, gays and lesbians, conscious people 
of New York City who are protesting his 
policy. He had a vested interest in deny­
ing the permits." 

However, by 2:00, when the PDC 
marched down to Foley Sqaure, the dis­

. tinction between the two rallies broke 
down. It' was just New Yorkers against 

the Klan. 
The following day, NYCLU's Norman 

Siegel reported that the NYPD had af­
fixed a Foley Square light pole with cam­

eras and microphones linked to a satellite 
truck which beamed footage of the rally 
directly to police headquarters just a few 
blocks away. Siegel protested that this 
may c6nstitute a violation of the Hand­
schu Agreement, which establishes guide­
lines for police surveillance of public pro­

tests. 
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The Agreement was part of a 1985 
settlement in a class action suit brought 
by Barbara Handschu, Abbie Hoffman 
and 14 other plaintiffs on behalf on New 
York City political activists. The suit tar­
getted the intelligence-gathering activities 
of the NYPD's notorious "Red Squad" -­
known in the 1960s as the Bureau of Spe­
cial Services (BOSS), and today officially . 
designated the Public Security Section of 
the Department's Intelligence Division. 

The Agreement establishes a three­
person Handschu Authority made up of 
the NYPD's First Deputy Commissioner, 
Deputy Commissioner for Legal Matters 
and a civilian appointed by the Mayor. 
Under the Agreement, public protests 
can be videotaped only if there is a like­
lihood of criminal activity. The use of 
video tapes must ·be reported to the 
Handschu Authority within 48 hours. 

a: -The settlement was supposed to prevent 
m "videos of peaceful demonstrators being 
~ used as a permanent record for files on 
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political activists," Siegel told The 
SHADOW. 

"On Saturday I saw them taking a 
video of me while I was talking to my cli­
ents [the Klan], and made a complaint. 
They came back and said it was within 
the guidelines." ' 

The N-YPD's loophole is the claim that 
the ·equipment was only used for a live 
feed to One Police Plaza. "Handschu is si­
lent on live feeds because nobody was 
even thin~ing about that in 1985," says 
Siegel. 

But what is to prevent the cops from 
making a copy of the live feed? "If it's a 
live feed and a video, I say that's illegal 
under Handschu. If they kept a copy, they 
need to explain it to the Handschu Au­
thority within 48 hours." Siegel says a sim­
ilar live feed was used at the Sharpton­
led April 15, 1999 march over Brooklyn 
Bridge in protest of police brutality, and 
at the 1998 Million Youth March in Har­
lem. 
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