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RITORIAL

WAG THE DICK!

The Politicians’ Strategy for Getting Over on Us
By A. Kronstadt

In the midst of Rudy Giuliani's cam-
paign to restore our virginity by ban-
ning peep shows and dirty book-
stores, we see that news and politics
themselves have become porno-
graphy. There is no house of worship,
day care center, or school that is
zoned outside the reach of this gov-
ernmental smut, nor is there any soft-
ware to protect the children from this
officially sponsored perverse-a-thon.
Narrow minded adults hold up their
children as human shields in their so
called war for decency, but now, in
every shopping mall, children are ask-
ing "Mommy, mommy, how did that
lady get cement on her dress?"

Bad enough in terms of what it says
about the political discourse, the politi-
cal peep show is even worse for what
it does not allow to be said. While we
the people focus on Bubba and the
Bimbo, the government continues to
chip away at civil rights and liberties
that were won in the days when poli-
tics focused on things that concerned
people directly. Back when people
were putting their bodies on the line,
taking to the streets in Mississippi and
protesting the Vietnam war, political
discussion did not dwell on Kennedy
and Johnson's sex life. Only with in-
formation in our heads can we be par-
ticipants in the political process, and
with that scandal stuff upstairs we can
only be airheads.

The producers of the film Wag The
Dog, therefore, missed the point. We
are not looking at a scenario in which
the media creates a war to cover up a
presidential peckerdillo but instead at
a situation in which the media inflates
that peckerdillo to grandiose dimen-
sions--overshadowing war, racism, po-
ice brutality, the greenhouse effect, an
ongoing housing crisis, and an im-
pending worldwide recession. All

|

attention is focused upon one boring
man's misdeeds and nothing upon the
issues which concern us as human be-
ings on a daily basis. This state of -
illusion is industrially created. Without
the information industry, we would
never have heard of Monica Lewinsky.
She exists in the minds of millions of
only because of electronic images that
were created by rich white men, for a
profit. Without the media to puff him
up as the smart yuppie centrist with
the liberated wife, Bill Clinton would be
nothing but a local death warrant
Dixiecrat from Dogpatch.

If the latest scandal teaches us any-
thing, it is that we should be less afraid
of the government. The great leaders
aren’t very smart, and they don't work
very hard. Bill Clinton is an idiot. He
does nothing in his office but drop his
drawers for alienated sex with whom-
ever is willing. On top of this, he is a
hypocrite who has a rationalization
ready for everything. "l didn't inhale." "It
was done in an office with our clothes
on, so it wasn't sex." "I believe in uni-
versal health insurance but it's those
damned Republicans," and so forth.
So Clinton deserves to be laughed at,
and the institution of government
should be regarded as the parasitic
nuisance that it is. Children are being
taught what blow jobs are, on TV, be-
cause of an investigation being carried
out by Kenneth Starr at taxpayer ex-
pense. The Republicans, incidentally,
are even worse hypocrites than Clin-
ton. Nobody would know about Clin-
ton's sex life were it not for the
Republicans and their underpant-snif-
fing moral crusade. Hence, the expres-
sion, “A Plague on All Their Houses" is
more relevant than ever, and the only
ones who can distance ourselves from
this charade are us Anarchists.
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RUDOLPH GIULIANT'S

"QUALITY OF LIFE" POLICE STATE
By Bill Weinberg

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s "quality of
life" campaign means a police state for
ordinary New Yorkers outside the new
yuppie class. But more and more consti-
tuencies in Gotham City are standing up
and fighting back.

Giuliani, barred from seeking a third
term by term limits, is using New York
City as a showcase for his national ambi-
tions. He is no longer playing to his own
constituents, but to the white racist sub-
urban voters across the country who he
hopes will sweep him to national office
on his record of getting a dangerous city
full of whining minorities under control.
He’s trying to make New York like the
rest of America--suburbanified, sterile
and orderly. As Times Sqaure and other
tracts of primo real estate are sold off to
Disney, Giuliani, who grew up in subur-
ban Long Island, is squeezing out every-
thing that makes New York unique. He is
the suburbs’ revenge on the urban center.

Giuliani ran for mayor on a symbolic
platform of cracking down on the "squee-
gee men"--a policy which took a horrible
turn this summer as a squeegee man was
shot by an off-duty cop whose windshield
he tried to clean, ending up critically
injured.

Since being elected to a second term,
Giuliani has selected targets a little higher
up the social ladder, persecuting the city’s
mostly-immigrant working-class sectors--
bicycle messengers, umbrella hawkers
(mostly Senegalese), street peddlers and
cabbies.

The taxi drivers were the first to fight
back. After Giuliani pushed restrictive
new regulations through the Taxi & Lim-
osine Commission, making operating a
cab prohibitively expensive, they organ-
ized a series of protests. The biggest, on
May 21, blocked traffic in Manhattan. But

* Giuliani placed police checkpoints on all
the bridges to the island, turning back all
cabs with no fare.

Giuliani boasted in the next day's
papers: "They know that we broke their
strike--destroyed it, really. Nobody
showed up today. And that didn’t happen
just because we allowed business to go on
as usual. That happened because we had
a plan to stop them from doing it."

He then went on to quote from flyers
calling for bringing Manhattan trafficto a
standstill and says that if such a document

had been found in the hands of a "terror-
ist" group, "then everybody would under-
stand that you cannot allow that to hap-
pen." This was a typical Giuliani racist
allusion, a veiled reference to the fact
that many cabbies are immigrants from
the Middle East.

Bicyclists have also been the target of
a new police crackdown, especially mes-
sengers and delivery workers, who are of-
ten recent immigrants, speak little English
and function in a semi-legal "gray econo-
my." In addition to supporting new legis-
lation which would allow police to confis-
cate bicycles being ridden on sidewalks,
Giuliani has unleashed the police in a
harrassment campaign. A study in the
New York Times noted that in the 19th
precinct alone, over a three week period,
1,168 summonses were issued to bicyclists,
but only 50 to motorists.

Pedestrians haven’t been spared the
assault either. Shortly after his re-election
last year, Giuliani erected pedestrian bar-
ricades at every intersection along 49th
and 50th Streets, between Fifth and Lex-
ington Avenues, making peds walk out of
their way to free the avenues for vehicu-
lar traffic. These barriers were opposed
in December by Transportation Alterna-
tives activists, who dressed up as cows to
drive home the point that pedestrians
were being treated like cattle.

The city’s street food vendors, also
under onerous regulations and who are
restricted from certain areas of the city,
held a half-day strike protest in May.
Curbside book and merchandise vendors
are also being relegated to out-of-the-way
blocks, forcing many out of business--
despite the fact that courts have ruled
that book vendors are protected by the
First Amendment.

Street artists have also protested their
being arrested and having their art confis-
cated under the new regulations. On May
27, they protested in front of Cooper
Union, where the mayor was giving a
speech about his support of the arts. In
typical fashion, Giuliani employed a pre-
emptive tactic against the demonstrators,
using police to totally seal the place off--
the closest the protestors could get was a
small traffic island across a wide intersec-
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tion from the Cooper Union building.

Street and subway musicians are suf-
fering under the same wave of harrass-
ment. Subway musicians have even been
harrassed for playing in spots where they
are legally allowed to under the city’s
Music Under New York (MUNY) pro-
gram.

Curbside newsstand operators have
protested Giuliani's plans to have all the
old stands replaced with new mass-pro-
duced ones, to be covered with big-bucks
advertising that the operators are respon-
sible for any vandalism against, but
wouldn't get a cut of.

While harrassment of the homeless
has escalated, low-income tenants are
also meeting with totalitarian tactics. In
January, a tenement on the Lower East
Side’s Stanton Street was demolished by
the city after the summary eviction of the
immigrant tenants. They were not even
allowed back in to rescue pets or collect
personal belongings before a city-con-
tracted wrecking crane destroyed their
home before their unbelieving eyes. The
tenants deny city claims that their build-
ing was in danger of imminent collapse.
The previous February, a squatter build-
ing on East Fifth Street was similarly de-
stroyed without notice to the evicted in-
habitants.

Police brutality survivors and their
next-of-kin charge Giuliani with running
a city where cops can maim and Kill with
impunity. Abner Louima, the Haitian im-
migrant who was tortured and ritually
sodomized while in police custody last
summer, is only the most prominent of a
series of vicious police attacks on blacks
across the city. The Louima case is being
treated as outrageous only because of the
twisted psycho-sexual angle. If the cops
had merely beat Abner to death, or
gunned him down when they first appre-
hended him, he wouldn't be a household
name in New York--he would have been
a brief blurb on the news, if that. Norman
Seigel of the New York Civil Liberties
Union has stepped down from the special
commission Giuliani was forced to form
following the Louima incident, charging it
with being a toothless propaganda char-
ade.

On October 19, thousands of gay
rights demonstrators outside the Plaza
Hotel, surprising cops who expected only
a few hundred, were set upon by club
wielding cops on scooters and horseback
when they took to the streets to protest
the murder of a gay student in the mid-
west. The order to attack came directly
from Giuliani, pressing the flesh in New
Hampshire at the time. Giuliani later said
that if the demonstrators had received a
police permit ahead of time, they would
not have been assaulted and arrested.

Giuliani, meanwhile, dismisses as emp-
ty propaganda the recent reports by both

Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch charging the NYPD with system-
atic human rights abuses. The paramili-
tary NYPD "anti drug" operations terror-
ize whole communities, especially in
Brooklyn’s African American neighbor-
hoods of Bedford-Stuyvesant and East
New York.

The last year has seen a wave of no-
knock wrong-address raids on black and
Latino homes across the city, in which the
apartments of unoffending citizens have
been ransacked and children menaced at
gunpoint. The mayor has refused to apol-
ogize for these violations. Giuliani de-
fended the NYPD's record of 10 bogus
busts out of 45,000 drug warrants last
year. "I think 10 out of 45,000 is a very
understandable percentage,” he told the
press in early March. But records were
not kept for warrantless raids-—-such as
that which occurred just two weeks later
at another Bronx apartment. Police bat-
tered down a door and charged in with
guns drawn to confront a grandmother,
her daughter and six-year-old grandson
watching TV. "I was scared they were go-
ing to shoot us, said the youngster,
Jaquan Fulton. Police said they misunder-
stood an informant’s directions to the
apartment.

Police video cameras have been in-
stalled in Washington Square Park for
anti-drug surveillance. Smoking a joint
outdoors has become nearly impossible in
Giuliani’s New York. Those busted for
toking on the street are no longer given
desk-appearance tickets, but are put
"through the system,” waiting up to 72
hours to see a judge. The legal amount of
time that arrestees can be held was re-
cently expanded from 48 hours, due to
the system being overloaded with petty
"quality-of-life" arrests.

Cultural space in Giuliani's New York
is shrinking like a sphincter. Sex retailers
and performers are protesting Giuliani's
restrictive zoning regulations, which
purges them from most of the city. In
addition to holding public protests, sex
workers and business owners are chal-
lenging the regulations before the US Su-
preme Court on First Amendment
grounds.

Salsa musicians on Amsterdam Ave-
nue are up in arms over Giuliani’s en-
forcement of the outdated "cabaret laws,"
which ban bands with horn sections from
business with no "cabaret license.” In the
East Village, rock'n’roll clubs CBGBs,
Continental Divide and Coney Island
High were the target of raids by the city’s
"Social Club Task Force" on June 27.
CBGBs, the historic birthplace of punk
rock and an established neighborhood in-
stitution, was actually closed by police in
the raid when management couldn’t find
a copy of their liquor license.

The Chinatown community was anger-
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On Thanksgiving Day 1997, Mayor Giuliani made a highly publicized visit to Joe
Tomassli, who receives food deliveries five days a week as an AIDS client of God's
Love We Deliver, to bring him a food basket as a public relations stunt.

Five months later, on the night of April 19, Joe Tomassi and a friend were picking
up Chinese food. On their way back to Joe's residence a block away, three un-
marked police cars suddenly pulled up to the men at 13th Street and Avenue A.

According to Joe, who is disabled and living with AIDS, “two undercover cops ran
up to me. One of them grabbed me by the back of the neck. He put me up against
the wall, grabbing my arms upward. | said ‘please sir, | have no elbow.’ He said fuck
your elbow. Where are the drugs, faggot?’ With his gun to my head, he searched me
and punched me four times In the back and smacked the back of my head at least
five times as he called me a faggot repeatedly. The cop looked through the Chinese
food and threw it all on the sidewalk. Then the walkie talkie said, ‘you've got the
wrong guy.’ | asked him, ‘any apologies for the mistake you made?’ He answered,
‘fuck you.’ As a result of the attack, | was stiff with pain, my kneecaps were sore and
the bruising on my back lasted weeks." Joe's filed complaint with the Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board has since been found to have incorrect details entered and

pages of Joe’s testimony missing.
s 2

ed in January over Giuliani’s refusal to
accomodate in any form the traditional
Chinese New Year celebration on the
grounds that fireworks disturb the peace.
Community leaders offered to keep the
firecrackers confined to certain blocks,
but Giuliani wouldn’t give an inch. For
the first time in Chinatown’s history, the
traditional celebration was not held.

City employees are facing lay-offs as
no-wage "workfare" workers are brought
in for many jobs. Hospital workers have
repeatedly held protests in Harlem over
plans to privatize or close the only hospi-
tal in a community where the life expec-
tancy is lower than that of Bangladesh.
Giuliani now wants to spend $600 million
to move Yankee Stadium from The
Bronx to Upper Manhattan (a move pro-
tested by Bronx leaders as racist) at the
same time that he threatens to shut down
Harlem Hospital in the name of austerity!

Workfare workers, in turn, protest that
the city has refused to recognize their
union, on the grounds that they are not
really workers.
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In April 1995, thousands of students

from the City University of New York
(CUNY) protested at City Hall against
budget cuts. They were joined by many
kids from the city’s public high schools,
which are overcrowded and in disrepair,
with classes even being held in bath-
rooms. Giuliani, as he slashed the educa-
tion budget, noted that some of the pro-
testors’ signs misspelled his name.

The student struggle continues. In
June, surveillance cameras were discover-
ed hidden in smoke detectors in sfudent
meeting rooms at City College of New
York (CCNY, a part of the CUNY sys-
tem). Officials said they had been instal-
led to combal burglary, but an affidavit
by the college security director, in a suit
filed by students, admitted that the cam-
eras were actually aimed at gathering in-
telligence on planned student protests
against budget cuts.

Anger against Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
is fast growing in New York City. Whe-
ther the various constituencies he is mak-
ing life hell for will be able to unite in an
effective multi-issue coalition remains to
be seen.

(MORE OR LESS TROM AN iDEA BY MR. RLASH:)
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RECLAIM THE STREETS!!

By Chris Flash

MAN ATOP TRIPOD IN INTERSECTION OF BROADWAY + ASTOR PLACE

On October 4, more than 200 people
gathered at the Cube in Astor Place. At
2:30, the word went out to take over the
intersection of Broadway + Astor Place.
Co-ordinated by cell phones, a disabled
car stopped traffic at the intersection as
the crowd took the street. A mobile
sound system moved in. A three story
high metal teepee tripod was erected and
a man climbed to the top. Music and
chaos filled the street as the crowd of
youngsters and oldsters, joined by pas-
sersby and bystanders, grew to about 500.
People in and out of costume danced and
bopped to sounds that were simultane-
ously broadcast on Steal This Radio [pi-
rate radio at 88.7FM--Ed], Food Not
Bombs served veggie nuggets, graffitiers
tagged streets and newsstands with chalk,
jugglers juggled and fire breathers blew
flames.

By 3:00, a small army of cops were po-
sitioned in front of the crowd at Astor
Place, including EMS trucks and scooter
cops. Several police warnings were ig-
nored by the revelers, some of whom
staged a sit-in and taunted cops. Lt. Wolf
was heard by the SHADOW advising
other cops, "We’ll be better off with
mace." Some cops mounted scooters in a
wedge formation and revved their engines
as if they were going to drive into the
crowd, but they failed to scare anyone. At
3:45, cops attempted to divide the crowd.
A few people were picked off and arrest-
ed. The teepee sitter slid down to the
street and was set upon by clumsy cops,
one of whom fell on his ass when people
blocked the arrest attempt. Thirteen peo-
ple were arrested, mostly for Disorderly
Conduct.

When cops tried to disperse the crowd
down Broadway, people took Waverly
Place instead, heading for Washington
Square Park. Alarmed cops quickly cut
off the march with scooters at University
Place. By 4:30, most everyone split, leav-
ing bewildered bystanders to wonder why

there were so many cops. Half an hour
later, about 100 people rallied outside the
ninth precinct on East Fifth Street, de-
manding to know where those arrested
had been taken. Astor Place remained
occupied by scores of cops and their vehi-
cles for several hours after the demo was
over.

Captain Cangro, being interviewed by
a reporter, was perturbed that the demo
wasn't approved by the cops beforehand,
and that cops had no idea who the organ-
izers or leaders were or what exactly the
demonstration was about. He said, "I
don’t think they're very sincere because
they’re not willing to take the punishment
for their actions. There’s no specific issue,
no agenda on what’s been stated or cer-
tain policies."

According to a leaflet received by the
SHADOW, "Reclaim The Streets is an in-
ternational street party protest movement
that began in London in 1995 and has
since traveled around the world. On May
16, 28 street parties in 19 countries took
place simultaneously. Last year, over
20,000 people took over London’s Trafal-
gar Square."

Three weeks later, another Reclaim
The Streets demo was declared, again at
the Cube, but this time as a simple tea
party instead of a rave. Cops, not wanting
to get caught with their pants down again,
had dozens of police vehicles, including
vans, paddy wagons, tow trucks and a mo-
bile command center, mobilized around
the Cube. 80-100 cops lined Astor Place,
including several plainclothes cops.
But there was no crowd of street-takers.
Instead, cops looked on in puzzlement as
five well dressed people sat at a decorat-
ed dining table in front of the Cube, eat-
ing peach cobbler, chewing grapes and
sipping Earl Grey tea by candlelight as
light classical music played on a tape
player.

Captain Conroy, the new commanding
officer of the ninth precinct, was not

HSY1d4 SIHHO

RAVE OUTLAWS LIBERATE BROADWAY

By Steven Wishnia

Rebellion’s got a brand-new beat.
On Broadway and Astor Place on
October 4, hundreds of us defied riot
cops to dance to the electronic pulsa-
tions of Goa trance. With the power of
the pirate radio on, repetitive bleeps,
fast-ticking woodblock samples, and
palpitating arpeggiators poured out of
a small sound system and a dozen
boom boxes, stopping traffic for al-
most two hours. It caught the cops to-
tally by surprise. The Broadway dance
party was the first overtly political thing
to come out of the rave scene in New
York, although drum’'n'bass has in-
creasingly been the soundtrack to left-
countercultural partying here over the
last year or so. People say rave culture
is apolitical, but that misses the point.
When partying is outlawed, only out-
laws will have fun. When pleasure is
forbidden, every indulgence is a politi-
cal act. This obviously isn't enough to
make the walls of Babylon turn to soft
smooth flesh, but it gives people
something to go on, some hope and a
small sense of victory, of community,
of ecstasy.

You gotta fight for your right to
party was never truer in New York than
under the Giuliani regime. It's almost
as if you're not allowed to dance in

_Manhattan unless you're rich. Dancing

is supposed to be confined to the au-
thorized clubs, sanctified by the upper-
class gossipmongers as the place to
be, where it's $7 for a drink and
there's a giant in a suit behind the
velvet rope making sure nobody
gauche gets in to mingle with the well-
scrubbed cell-phone geeks. (Forget
that, I've had better times dancing to
Cypress Hill on an overcranked boom
box in the back room of a squat.) Reg-
ular bars get $1,500 fines if people get
caught dancing to the jukebox, and
free culture is a threat. Free culture is
a threat because in turn-of-the- millen-
nium capitalism, every form of human
creativity must be turned into a com-
modity, corralled, controlled, and chan-
neled into the brand-name property of
the muitinational entertainment corpor-
ations. We need our music to express
our emotions and connect with each
other, and they want to make sure that
the only way we can do that is to buy
their product.

That was fatal for hippie culture, as
classic rock became the vehicle for

happy about the undersized demo. Seek-
ing out anyone he could find who would
admit to having knowledge of the tea par-
ty demonstration, Conroy asked that a
police permit be obtained in the future so
that cops could determine who is behind
the events. That way, he told the
SHADOW, "I wouldn’t have to have a
small army of cops here."

[For more info, call the RTS hotline at:
212-539-6740]

corporate control of the music busi-

ness and then fodder for commercials
aimed at the baby-boomer demo-
graphic, and for punk.

When the hard-won punk-rock
underground built in the '80s got big
enough to be economically viable, the
major labels moved in and sucked up
almost every last bit for their "alterna-
tive" product line. (Most of the punk
that survived was so relentlessly purist
it was irrelevant to all but the hardest-
core insiders, and except for moshing,
people haven't danced to punk since
1982.) The need for free culture is es-
pecially intense in cities, where virtually
all non-park public space is reserved
for cars or commerce.

So on October 4, hundreds of us-
-ravers in quadruple-wide jeans, young
punks wearing T-shirts for bands that
peaked when they were in diapers, old
punks who aren't dead yet, they're just
hanging out in the back (to steal
Jennifer Blowdryer's line), queer and
leftist activists--converged on lower
Broadway, amidst the temples of Alter-
naland-commerce. Cops, caught totally
off guard, had nobody there in ad-
vance. When they sent in reinforce-
ments, the people faced down emer-
gency-squad trucks, police scooters, a
wall of cops in riot gear with guns and
clubs and plastic handcuffs and the
power of the state--AND THEY
DANCED THEIR ASSES OFF AT 146
BEATS PER MINUTE. Wired to the
beat, arms in the air, they partied hear-
ty like they just didn't care, doing a
sort of highstepping bicycle-dance.

It aimost had a '60s flower-in-the-
gun-barrel vibe to it, though the chants
of "We want to shake our asses" gra-
dually changed to "2-4-6-8, Fuck the
Police State" after the ‘cops finally
moved in. It was the first demonstra-
tion ever for a lot of the younger peo-
ple there. In a saner world, the cops
would have left us alone and knocked
off work to go have a beer. But we
don't live in a sane world. Yeah, |
know music and partying aren't going
to change the world by themselves. All
the peace and love of the '60s couldn't
turn Richard Nixon into a human being
or give the military-industrial complex a
conscience, Ronald Reagan and his
imperial greed warriors didn't shrivel
up and die under the sonic attacks of
the Dead Kennedys, MDC, and Black
Flag. | know. But it shows that we are
human, that we reclaim the right to be
human and to enjoy and connect with
others without selling ourselves out to
the global entertainment order. We
turned Broadway into free space for
an hour and a half, a giant middle fin-
ger raised at the Giuliani mentality of
Obey and Have Money or You Don't
Have the Right to Exist, Much Less
Have Fun.

And we didn't do it in malice, we
just came to party.

BLACKOUT BOOKS

ANARCHIST POLITICS & CULTURE
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RUDY SCREWS SEX WORKERS!

Puritanism Breeds Unemployment in Midtown
By Rachel Walsh

FREE EXPRESSION (4/21)

In July, New York City began enforc-
ing Mayor Giuliani’s Adult Business Zon-
ing Laws. Ninety-five percent of adult
businesses in all five boroughs are affect-
ed by these regulations. Tens of thou-
sands of people are losing their jobs or
experiencing a substantial decrease in
their livelihood. At the same time, New
York City is witnessing a drastic move-
ment backwards in the fight against sexu-
al repression.

The zoning laws say that adult busi-
nesses can not be located within 500 feet
of a church, school, another adult busi-
ness, in a residential area, and can not
exceed 10,000 square feet of floor area.
The only areas where these restrictions
do not apply are located on the far out-
skirts of each borough. These are mostly
made up of empty lots with no pre-exist-
ing buildings for the more than 150 dis-
placed adult businesses to relocate to.

In order for an adult business to stay
in its present location, no more than 40%
of material or floor space can be dedicat-
ed to pornography or "specified sexual ac-
tivities." These are: "human genitals in a
state of sexual stimulation or arousal; ac-
tual or simulated acts of human mastur-
bation, sexual intercourse or sodomy; or
fondling or other erotic touching of hu-
man genitals, pubic region, buttock, anus
or female breast." The adult businesses
affected include strip clubs, peep shows,
XXX video stores, bars, and performance
venues for men and women, straight and
queer, and the transgendered.

Already, at least 20 adult businesses
have been shut down. Those that have
not been closed are trying to remain open
and avoid having to relocate by conform-
ing to the city’s vague regulations on what
goes on inside. Clubs and bars have been
decreasing the amount of floor space de-
signated for stripping. Video stores have
replaced their stock of pornographic ma-
terial with "family-oriented” movies.
Dancers are wearing clothing and trying
not to participate in any behavior that re-
sembles "specified sexual activities." With
clubs closing and other adult businesses
having to change their activity and stock,
business is not the same.

As lawyers for the affected adult busi-
nesses have pointed out in court, the zon-
ing laws violate the First Amendment
guarantee of freedom of expression. It is
the individuals’ right to produce, express,

CHRIS FLASH

SEX WORKER AT CITY HALL DEMO
BY SEX PANIC + FEMINISTS FOR

and sell material of a pornographic na-
ture as long as it doesn’t put anyone in
imminent danger. The city’s zoning laws
infringe on the rights of adults to pur-
chase and engage in sexual material and
activity of their choosing. Before these
crafty zoning laws were approved, strip-
ping and lap dancing were legal.

There are many driving forces behind
the city’s move to eliminate these busines-
ses. Mayor Giuliani gets national fame for
"cleaning up the city" by getting rid of
porn. Large corporations, like Disney,
move in and replace smaller and less "de-
sirable” businesses. It’s the same struggle
of poor and disenfranchised people being
wiped out by those with power and
wealth.

Even more troubling than the antics of

| - Giuliani is that many New Yorkers think

these laws are good for the city. The dis-
information constantly fed to the public
has led them to believe that porn is bad,
whether they purchase it or work in the
industry.

They have no idea how many people
are being put out of work. They don’t un-
derstand that sex workers are mothers
with children, students, teachers, artists,
and even the girl next door. They don't
realize that not only are dancers losing
their jobs, but so are bartenders, door
people, DJs and cashiers. Worse yet, they
are unaware how the attack on adult
businesses jeopardizes their own free-

One of the arguments against adult
businesses is that these places are bad for
"the community," economically and moral-
ly. It has been said that these businesses
do not represent the community. The
truth is that "the community” is exactly
who patronizes these businesses, not to
mention tourists. An extremely varied
cross-section of individuals from every
gender, class, race, and profession con-
sumes pornographic material and enter-
tainment. The majority of patrons and
workers are usually discreet about their
participation in this industry, so very few

"stand up to represent "the community."

These businesses supply tens of thou-
sands of workers with steady, often lucra-
tive employment. Since the owners, work-
ers and patrons of adult businesses pump
large amounts of money into neighboring
businesses and the city’s overall economy,
it is hard to see how adult businesses
could be anything but good for the com-
munity.

Another argument, made particularly
by anti-porn feminists and individuals who
actually don’t give a shit about women’s
rights, is that these adult venues harm
women. They argue that pornography
perpetuates the stereotype that women
are subordinate slaves at the mercy of
men. Underneath this argument is the as-
sumption that women can’t and don’t
make decisions for themselves and that
they aren’t the ones in control. This belief
is far more detrimental to women than
pornography and ignores the positive
pornographic images of females, rarely
seen in mainstream culture, such as
women dominating men, fat women,
women of color, and dykes.

Why should valuing a woman as an
object of sexual pleasure be seen as de-
grading? As Feminists, we must not only
seek to be as intelligént, assertive, strong,
and capable as any man, we must under-
stand that to see ourselves as sexual be-
ings is not a weakness--it’s a strength that
is part of what defines us.

The only hope left in the legal battle
against the city’s zoning laws is that the
U.S. Supreme Court will hear the case

See SEX WORKERS On Page 20
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SOCIAL CLUB TASK FARCE RAIDS ROCK CLUBS

By Chris Flash

Just before midnight on June 27, the
Velvet Mafia was in the middle of an en-
core set at CBGBs, performing "Girl
From Planet Muff" when lead singer
Dean Johnson noticed that the audience
seemed to double in size. "I had no idea
they were police. I thought it was a
packed house loving us."

The new "audience” was actually a 30
man raiding party from the mayor’s Social
Club Task Force. Just nine days earlier,
the Task Force raided several bars and
clubs on Orchard and Ludlow Streets.

The Task Force was formed in 1990
by then mayor David Dinkins, in response
to media outcry over some fatal mishaps
and fires that took place in illegal under-
ground social clubs around the city. For a
few months, Dinkins’ Task Force made a
few cursory inspections of party spaces
and clubs, but then faded into obscurity.

Under mayor Giuliani, the new and
improved paramilitary Social Club Task
Force is composed of members of the
NYPD, Fire Department, State Liquor
Authority, Department of Health, Build-
ings Department, Department of Con-
sumer Affairs, and other city and state
agencies. Their mission? Hit the clubs
and find SOMETHING to cite owners
for.

After shining flashlights in the faces of
people sitting at tables in CBGBs and
chasing customers away, Task Force
members hung around for a while, seem-
ingly embarassed over having no real rea-
son to be there, other than harassment.
At one point, one of them asked Dean
Johnson, "Were all the songs this good?
That one’s fucking great!"

In the end, the Task Force found no-
thing, except for a fruit fly. Unwilling to
leave empty-handed, they issued citations
for CBGB's not having a liquor license
displayed and for handling ice without a
food handler’s certificate.

Also that night, the Task Force hit
Continental Divide at St. Mark’s Place +
Third Ave, and Coney Island High at 15
St. Mark’s, where they again frightened
patrons with flashlights in their faces,
stopped customers from being served,
killed the music and denied entry to new
customers. Outside Coney Island High, a
line of undercover police held up people
trying to enter the club.

Jesse Malin, one of four partners who
created Coney Island High, told the
SHADOW, "You go to a night club to get
AWAY from reality. There was no sex,

drugs, fruit flies, or dancing--just people

Irying to get away from things on a Satur-
day night." 3
Malin, lead singer of DeGeneration,

DEAN JOHNSON MEET EEST VELVET MAFIA GROUPIE

told the SHADOW that he grew up on
St. Mark’s Place, "playing in bands in
clubs, watching gentrification creep in."
He said that Coney Island High opened
3% years ago, funded by musicians, art-
ists, and the creative community to create
a nightclub as "an alternative to the cor-
porate-style clubs that I always hated in
the 1980s." According to Malin, at one
point, CIH employed 50-60 artists, musi-
cians, and actors.

Malin said that in the summer of 1997,
CIH’s "GreenDoor" dance nights and gay
disco nights were suddenly stopped by the
city. Anyone moving or swaying to live
local talent was busted, because CIH has
no cabaret license.

Malin told the SHADOW that CIH
has tried, but cannot get a cabaret li-
cense. He said that when he investigated,
he discovered that St. Mark’s Place, be-
tween Second + Third Avenues, is zoned
as "residential," despite the entire block
being lined with businesses, including res-
taurants and bars. Malin said that the an-
liquated cabaret laws date back to the
Prohibition era, and have not been en-
forced in New York City for as long as
anyone can remember. "Dancing is de-
fined as two or more people moving in an
organized fashion," said Malin. Upon re-
ceiving a second violation for dancing, a
club can be shut down and padlocked.
Malin noted that "several clubs just blocks
away and in equally or more resided in
areas have cabaret licenses, which they
were granted many years ago." As a result
of the city’s dancing raids, CIH posted a
"NO DANCING" sign. Customers who
see the sign think it is a joke.

Malin said that CIH has still not re-
covered from having to eliminate dance
nights. As a result, he said, the staff had
to be cut, and CIH has been barely mak-
ing enough money to pay rent, payroll
and bills.

The Task Force club raids came along
with stepped-up police activity stemming
from the NYPD's creation of a "model
block initiative" for St. Mark’s Place in
November 1997. Under the initiative, last
summer, police set up regular road blocks
on St. Mark's, just a few doors away from
CIH, shining flashlights into cars and
checking licenses and IDs, Several busi-
ness owners along St. Mark’s have com-
plained that these scare tactics have kept
customers away.

On top of that, a week before the club
raids, an article appeared in the Village
Voice, titled "Whiskey, Cocaine and Bar

See CLUB RAIDS On Page 20
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THE MILLION YOUTH MARCH:

One Guy’s Observation
By Keith Eriksson

There had been lots of angry words
exchanged between City Hall and organ-
izers of the Million Youth March in the
weeks leading up to the September 5th
event. Mayor Rudolph Giuliani made it
clear to the City Hall press corps that he
was not interested in New York hosting
"a hate march." Without mentioning the
name of the march’s keynote speaker, he
called the_language coming out of the
organizers, “extraordinary.” Meanwhile,
organizers .of the march, spokeswoman
Erica Ford in particular, called the chief
executive "Adolf Giuliani."

The dispute was largely over where
the event would be held. Organizers in-
sisted that it would be on Malcoim X
Boulevard, also known to Harlem resi-
dents as Lenox Avenue. The City’s Cor-
poration Council offered two sites: one
on Randall’s Island and the other, Van
Cortlandt Park in the north Bronx. To
the march organizers, both sites were out
of the question because they both lacked
the symbolic importance of holding the
event in America’s best known black
community.

For residents and the leadership inside
Harlem itself, there was division over the
event. David Patterson, Harlem’s State
Senator, had held numerous press confer-
ences to discuss the physical condition of
Malcolm X Boulevard months before the
event was formally announced. Patterson
had pointed out in May that Harlemites
were dangerously inconvenienced by the
massive public works project underway
along the boulevard, with the reconfigura-
tion and introduction of left-turning lanes
that had shut down half of the street for
over a mile. In the first three months of
the construction, Patterson pointed out,
more than a dozen people had been in-
jured while simply crossing the street.
Also, underground, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority had begun a
long-anticipated construction project that
had would disrupt subway traffic for at
least a year. Riders of both the number 2
and number 3 IRT lines would need a
schedule to know when they could travel
through Harlem.

Mayor Giuliani told reporters and any-
one else who would listen that the entire
matter was out of his hands and in those
of the Police Department and Corpora-
tion Counsel. Few believed him. It would
come down to a court decision to deter-
mine whether the group could hold the
march where they had planned. March at-
torneys, notably Malik Shabazz, believed
his group would win the argument in fed-
eral court on constitutional grounds. It
would come down to just that.

Scores of TV talk shows focused on
the coming march, but the rhetoric be-
tween City Hall and march organizers
continued unabated. Khalid Muhammad,
during much of this period, remained si-
lent and out of sight of journalists and
other talking heads.

Adding to the atmosphere was a com-
peting event with a similar name in ano-
ther city. In Atlanta, the Million Youth
Movement, backed by such supporters as
Jesse Jackson, newly-appointed NAACP
chair Julian Bond, and Nation of Islam
minister Louis Farrakhan, had planned a
four day event that would compete direct-
ly with the New York initiative. Complete
with a web site and the full support of
local officials and black community lead-
ers, the Atlanta event offered round-trip
airfare to any youth wanting to attend
from anywhere in the US, as well as
housing. Both groups played off their
competing events, but what was clear, in
spite of denials and doublespeak by or-
ganizers, was that the Atlanta group
clearly distanced itself from events in

New York. Never before in the brief his-
tory of the three Million March initiatives
had there been competing events of the
same nature scheduled on the same day.

Finally, the mayor in New York and
his supporters were resigned to losing the
overall argument on the freedom of
assembly issue. The Federal court had
ruled in favor of the organizers, with stip-
ulations, The organizers wanted a 12-hour
event, running from 7am to 7pm. The
judge limited the event to four hours. It
was a partial and, some would say, a
hollow victory. The organizers at every
news conference and talk show said that
the march was on, on their terms, and
would be held with or without approval
on Malcolm X Boulevard. Days before
the event, there was a dramatic and tel-
ling public meeting at Barbara Ann
Teer’s National Black Theatre that fea-
tured all of the principal organizers and
supporters of the event. What was clear
was that there existed a small split among
the planners themselves. Erica Ford, who
is linked to the Brooklyn-based Decem-
ber 12th Movement, of which activist
Sonny Carson is closely allied, spoke of
the lack of black leadership among Har-
lemites. Meanwhile, attorney Malik Sha-
bazz, who is closely allied with the new
Black Panther Party and its de facto lead-
er, Khalid Muhammad, spoke of black
unity with a nationalist flair. Indeed,
many of the participants at the National
Black Theatre’s "public hearing" were
those who leaned towards nationalism.

Publicly, all of Harlem’s black political
leadership were behind the idea of the
march, Off the record, clergymen and es-
tablished elected officials like Patterson,
Assemblyman Keith Wright, newly-elect-
ed City Councilman William Perkins,
Congressman Charles Rangel, Manhattan
Borough President C. Virginia Fields and
Manhattan Democratic Party leader Her-
man "Denny" Farrell, were opposed to
the march and to Khalid Muhammad.
The Reverend Calvin Butts, who leads
the influential Abyssinian Baptist Church,
remained silent on the matter, in spite of
calling Mayor Giuliani "a racist" earlier in
the year.

Although the march was on, there was
still concern about what the vindictive
mayor would do about the controversial
event, having lost his case in federal
court. As always, the Giuliani administra-
tion never fails to deliver. The event

SCOTT CUNNINGHAM

MYSTERY BREAK-IN AT RADICAL OFFICE

Was It a Government Job?
By A. Kronstadt

In the early afternoon of Sunday, September 6, on Labor Day Weekend,
political organizers returning to the West 27th Street office shared by the Brecht
Forum and the New York Chapter of the Black Radical Congress noticed that two
computers used for record keeping had been stolen. Not taken were a newer
model computer, software, a Zip drive, a microwave oven, a Marantz tape
recorder valued at $300, and money in the Brecht Forum'’s petty cash drawer, as
well as the keyboard and monitor which had been unplugged from one of the
stolen computers,

The Brecht Forum Is a left-wing educational institution which has hosted
scores of controversial speakers and events. Executive Director Liz Mestres told
the SHADOW that the stolen computers contained membership records, and that
the intruder probably had a key because the floor of the loft bullding had been
locked by whomever had been there last. Because that particular floor is the
headquarters of a host of radical groups ranging from the Committees of
Correspondence to the Taxi Workers Alliance and Community Media Services,
there were many persons in possession of keys at the time the computers were
stolen.

The SHADOW asked Sam Anderson, who is a member of the Black Radical
Congress as well as Associate Director of the Brecht Forum, whether he believed
that there was a political motivation for the thefts from the office. "It may be their
way of saying 'we’re watching you.™ said Anderson. "The Black Radical Congress
had its founding meeting in June with 2,000 Black people attending, including
veteran activists and young people. The New York City chapter, which had a
series of meetings here in this space, had its database on the hard drive of one
of the computers that was stolen. The New York Chapter Is the most active
chapter of the BRC. The very day of the break-in, we had passed out over 15,000
leafiets at the Million Youth March in Harlem calling Mayor Giuliani a fascist and
calling on youth to organize.”

The office also houses several other groups that have gotten on Giuliani’s bad
side over the past year, including the Taxi Workers Alliance and the organization
of South Asian youth, which organized a protest against the U.S. bombings In the
Sudan and Afghanistan, despite being denied a sound permit by the police
department. However, when asked if Giuliani or the New York Police Department
might have been involved, Anderson said, "I think it was a collaboration of
intelligence groups, not just the NYPD. | also think that it was not necessarily
timed with the Million Youth March -- the Labor Day weekend was just a good
opportunity.”

The activists called the police to investigate the thefts, Instead of detectives
responding, they got two foot patrolmen who wrote down a bit of information and
told them, "there are break-ins all the time."

would be heavily policed and subway ser-
vice on the number 2 and 3 lines would
be suspended during the time of the
march. Organizers had in fact anticipated
such maneuvers, but there was little that
could be done except to get the show on
the road. The day before the event, three
news conferences were called. One by the
march organizers who said that all sys-
tems were go. A second news conference,
held in front of Harlem’s State Office
Building, was called by Rabbi Avi Weiss-
man, who voiced his opposition to any
march where Khalid Muhammad was the
principal speaker. The third and last news
conference was called by Patterson, who
voiced caution and advised Harlemites to
help police the event and keep calm.
This reporter went to cover the event

and elected to arrive early to get a sense
of the scene. Taking the Eastside IRT
number 5 subway train to 125th street
was simple enough. Emerging from the
subway station, one found little police
presence as groups of men sold Million
Youth March tee-shirts to passersby.
Heading west, there was a dramatic in-
crease in cops. A minivan marked "Emer-
gency Police Substation" sat parked on
125th just under the Metro North train
station at Park avenue. A group of ten
police officers stood on both the north
and south corners of 125th Street and
Park. Another dozen milled about in be-
tween there and Madison Avenue. One
could hear the distant sound of helicop-

See MILLION YOUTH MARCH
On Page 20




MUMIA....

several more months because no one
asked him. Judge Sabo found this testi-
mony credible, and the Supreme Court
agreed.
The court also discounted all eight wit-
nesses brought in by the defense at the
1995 hearings, including six who hadn’t
testified at the 1982 trial. Five testified
they had seen another man running east
on Locust Street, away from the scene of
the shooting. Others testified about police
manipulation and intimidation of witnes-
ses. The court dismissed them all as
either "incredible" or "absolutely incredi-
ble."
One witness, Dessie Hightower, testi-
fied both times that he saw another man
with dreadlocks fleeing the scene--the
court noted that Sabo found "that High-
tower’s demeanor suggested he was not
credible."

William Singletary, a gas-station
owner, testified that he had seen another
man with dreadlocks get out of a Volks-
wapgen, shoot Faulkner and run away, and
that police threatened him after his initial
statement in 1981. Two police officers
disputed his account, and both Sabo and
the higher court found Singletary "not
credible."

Deborah Kordansky, who lived down
the block from the shooting, testified that
she saw someone running away after po-
lice arrived at the scene. Sabo and the
higher court said her testimony was ir-
relevant.

In one of the most mysterious aspects
of the case, an application for a duplicate
driver’s license belonging to Arnold
Howard was found in Officer Faulkner's
pocket. Howard, a convicted forger and
burglar, testified in 1995 that he had lent
the papers to Kenneth "Poppy" Freeman,
who worked as a street peddler with Abu-
Jamal’s brother, William Cook--the driver
of the Volkswagen stopped by Faulkner.
Howard claimed that police held him for
72 hours after the shooting--pofice said he
was held for only two hours, and that
Howard gave them a statement saying
that he had lost the application in Cook’s
car the week before the shooting. Both
Sabo and the higher court found Howard
"incredible."

William Harmon, a former pimp and
convicted drug dealer, said he spoke with

*Abu-Jamal briefly before the shooting
and saw someone run away after the
shots. Harmon said he then saw another
car pull up, and saw someone get out and
shoot Faulkner. The defense found this
story dubious, but Judge Sabo called him
anyway. The court found his testimony
"absolutely incredible." It also dismissed
the account of Sharon Smith, who said
she had been staying with her family in a
nearby hotel, heard the shots, and saw
police beating a black man with their
sticks and shouting "kill the black mother-
fucker." The doctor who treated Abu-
Jamal testified at the 1982 trial that the
defendant’s injuries--cuts and bruises on
his face and neck--were not consistent
with being hit with sticks.

The court also rejected testimony by
two former prostitutes, which was crucial
to defense attempts to impeach Cynthia
White’s credibility. One, Pamela Jenkins,
had said that police tried to force her to
testify, even though she wasn’t at the
scene, and that White, the prosecution’s
key witness, told her police had threaten-
ed her life. The court held this irrelevant,
because Jenkins hadn’t testified against
Abu-Jamal or said that White’s testimony
was false.

The other, Veronica Jones, testified in
her initial statement to police in Decem-
ber 1981 that she had seen two men "jog-
ging" away from the scene. In 1995, she
testified that in January 1982, police told
her she, like White, could work the

PIG JUSTICE
By A. Kronstadt

A particularly Interesting facet of
the Pennsyivania Supreme Court's re-
jection of Mumia Abu-Jamal’s appeal
was the convoluted opinion written by
Justice Ronald Castlile in denial of
Mumia's motion requesting that Cas-
tille recuse, or disqualify himself.
Mumia’s motion for recusal was filed
on the grounds that Castille served as
the District Attorney of Philadelphia
during critical phases of Mumia's
case, and that Castille was endorsed
for election to the Supreme Court by
the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP), a
national cop organization that has
played an activist role In demanding
that Mumia be executed for his al-
leged role In the murder of Philly po-
lice officer Daniel Faulkner.

Castille claimed that because he
*...did not personally prosecute or
otherwise participate In appellant’'s
trial or direct appeal.." that his
objectivity in judging Mumia’s appeal
was not compromised, even though
his signature had appeared on every
counter-motion by the Philadelphia
DA's office to motions filled by
Mumia’s defense between 1986 and
1989, when Castille served as Philly's
District Attorney. Since joining the
high court in 1994, Castille has rou-
tinely ruled on cases stemming from
his tenure as district attorney.

Even more telling was Castille’s
response to the contention that being
endorsed by the FOP represented a
conflict of interest, in that the FOP
has sent delegations of cops and
relatives of cops to each of Mumila’s
hearings to demand that he be exe-
cuted, Castille wrote *...| note that the
same FOP which endorsed me during
earlier electoral processes also en-
dorsed Mr. Chief Justice John P, Fla-
herty, Mr Justice Ralph Cappy, Mr.
Justice Russell M. Nigro, and Ma-
dame Justice Sandra Schultz New-
man. If the FOP’s endorsement con-
stituted a basis for recusal, practically
the entire court would be required to
decline participation-in this appeal.”

Albert Sabo, the judge who presid-
ed over the Irregularity-ridden trial
and pronounced the death sentence
of Mumia, Is a proud member of the
FOP. As far as the cops, prosecution,
and judiciary go, the case of Mumia
Abu-Jamal has been one big eplsode
of "All In the Family."
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KIDS STICK IT TO KATHIE LEE
By Jack Dawkins

On October 3, about two hundred
demonstrators, many ofthemteenagers,
gathered in front of Kathie Lee Gifford's
studios on Columbus Avenue to protest
the appalling conditions that workers
continue to endure making Kathie Lee

-Gifford's brand of clothing and hand-

bags. According to the National Labor
Committee, which organized the event,
young women in China making Kathie
Lee Gifford handbags for the Wal-Mart
corporation are paid $3.44 with no
benefits for a seventy hour work week.
The women are housed in crowded dirty
dormitories, fifteen to a room, and fed a
thin rice gruel. In Guatemala, 13-year-
olds work 13-hour shifts, seven days a
week, sewing Wal-Mart clothing for 31
cents an hour.

"We're calling on Kathie Lee Gifford
and the Wal-Mart Corporation to do the
right thing and treat their workers like
human beings and not slaves,” said
Charlie Kernaghan, Director of the Na-
tional Labor Committes. “This campaign

is about transparency in the global
economy, about throwing open the
locked factory gates, tearing down the
"barbed wire, and removing the armed
guards. It is about letting in the light of
day, so it is harder to abuse children
and operate sweatshops."

Michelle Mayer, a sixteen-year-old
from Fort Lee, N.J., agreed. 'l find it
frightening and beyond belief that some-
one who herself has children, and sup-
posedly cares about humanity, could
stand by and let the slave-like treatment
of these hard working people continue."

"it's really disgusting," added Rebec-
ca Jorgenson, 17, "that a corporation
that is so rich continues to treat working
people like slaves. | don't know how
they sleep at night.”

[If you would like to fight to end child
labor and sweatshop conditions, please
call the National Labor Committee at
212-242-3002)

streets unmolested if she testified against
Abu-Jamal. In the 1982 trial, Jones did
not identify Abu-Jamal as the killer, but
did not mention the two men she had
seen. The court rejected her on the
grounds that this meant she had lied at
the 1982 trial, that she hadn't actually
seen the shooting, and that she admitted
she was high on marijuana when she gave
the initial statement to police.

On November 4, Abu-Jamal’s lawyers
filed a petition asking the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court to re-examine its finding
that Judge Sabo had given a fair hearing.
If that fails, they will appeal to the
federal courts.

That process will be complicated by
the 1996 Anti-Terrorism Act, which se-
verely limits prisoners’ appeals to federal
courts in death-penalty cases. Under the
Act, federal courts cannot independently
review the evidence and the trial record--
they can only overturn a death sentence
if they judge it unreasonable. "You can-
not simply argue that they were wrong,"
says Dan Williams, one of Abu-Jamal’s
lawyers. "Given the evidence in the case,
you have to argue they were irrational.
It’s a very difficult thing to prove."

On November 7, at a demonstration in
Philadelphia protesting the ruling against
Abu-Jamal, Leonard Weinglass, another

attorney on the case, said that the de-
fense would challenge the constitution-
ality of the Anti-Terrorism Act’s death
penalty provisions as part of the appeal.
Weinglass told Mumia supporters that he
had asked the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court to reconsider its denial of a new
trial. He said that if Governor Ridge signs
a death warrant, he will take the case to
federal court, which he said has over-
turned 35 percent of the death warrants
it has considered.

The October 29 decision set off pro-
tests all around the globe, with emergency
rallies in San Francisco and at New
York’s Grand Central Station drawing
over 1,000 people each on October 31. In
the days following the decision, thousands
of people have demonstrated in cities
across the US, and in other countries, in-
cluding Italy, Norway, Brazil, South Africa
and Canada.

"The Governor is well aware of the
vigor of Abu-Jamal’s supporters,” says
Ridge spokesman Tim Reeves. "He was
found guilty and sentenced to death, and
every court has affirmed the propriety of
the case."

If Abu-Jamal is executed, it would
take place at the Rockview state prison,
/in Centre County between Interstate 80

and the Penn State University campus.
The state of Pennsylvania uses lethal
injection to execute prisoners.

[JOIN THE CAMPAIGN TO FREE
MUMIA ABU-JAMAL! For more informa-
tion, contact: International Concerned
Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-
Jamal, PO Box 19709, Philadeiphia, PA
19143 Tel: 215476-8812 or 215-476-
9405. Fax: 215-476-7551.

E-mail: mumia@aol.com

Internet. http.//www.mumia.org]

Gor A TIP?
CALL THE SHRADo
HOTLINE

(212) 631181
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