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C O M M U N IT Y  G A R D E N S D E S T R O Y E D  THE MIDNIGHT DEMOLITION
F O R  Y U P P IE  C O N D O S  OF 172 STANTON STREET

Real Estate Developer Donald Capoccia
Fucks Up!!

B y G abby S loan

MENDEZ MURAL GARDEN DESTRUCTION IN PROGRESS

O n D ecem ber 30 , a t 8 :00 am , five  

com m un ity ga rdens  w e re a ttacked  s i­

m u ltaneously  by dem olition  c rew s h ired  

by rea l es ta te deve lope r and gentrifie r 

D ona ld C apocc ia , backed by an a rm y o f 

cops . W ith in hours , the ga rdens  w e re  

c lea red o f the ir trees , p lan ts , pa ths and 

o the r am en ities rep resen ting yea rs o f 

labo r by peop le im p rov ing the ir ne igh ­

bo rhood . T h ree o f the ga rdens inc lude  

the M endez M ura l G a rden on E as t 11 th  

S tree t (be tw een  A venues A  + B ), the  

11B C  G arden (be tw een A ve -nues B  +  

C ), and the 10B C  G arden (be tw een  

A venues B  + C ).

A s repo rted  in  S H A D O W  #42, on  

M ay 14 , 1997 , the ga rden s ites w e re  

handed ove r to  the N ew  Y o rk C ity P a rt­

ne rsh ip , a conso rtium  o f financ ia l and 

rea l es ta te  in te res ts cen tra l to  the G iu li­

an i adm in is tra tion ’s p riva tiza tion p lans 

fo r c ity -ow ned land . T he P a rtne rsh ip  

has g iven the land  ove r fo r deve lopm en t 

to  B F C  A ssocia tes , a cons truc tion com ­

pany ow ned by C apocc ia , w ho p lans to  

bu ild  condom in ium s in  a bogus "a ffo rda ­

b le hous ing" schem e. T he condom in ium  

p ro jec t, ca lled D e l E s te V illage by C a - 

pocc ia ’s g roup , w ou ld  cons is t o f 98 du ­

p lex condom in ium s w ith 30 foo t p riva te  

back ya rds , p riced be tw een $117 ,200 

and $159 ,800 , w ith op tions such as h igh ­

speed In te rne t access tha t cou ld d rive  

the p rice  even h ighe r (see S H A D O W  

#42 fo r a fu ll descrip tion o f the "D e l 

E ste V illage" condo scam -E d).

In  add ition , the c ity  and s ta te  have  

$30 ,000 in  subs id ies ava ilab le to  the  

pu rchase rs . T h is schem e , pa rt o f a  

b road p riva tiza tion agenda by the c ity  

tha t en ta ils the w ho lesa le se ll-o ff o f 

c ity -ow ned land , rem oves sca rce and 

p rec ious com m un ity -con tro lled  pub lic  

space. A ll it p rov ides in  re tu rn is a sm a ll 

am oun t o f luxury hous ing  fo r the uppe r

m idd le c lass and a m ega p ro fit fo r one  

o f G iu lian i’s friends and cam pa ign  

dono rs .

T he D e l E s te V illage condo un its  

w ou ld  be "m anaged" by Low er E as t 

S ide C oa lition H ous ing D eve lopm ent, a  

hous ing g roup con tro lled by fo rm er C ity  

C ounc ilm an A n ton io  P ag& n. C apocc ia  

and B F C  a re m a jo r financia l con tribu ­

to rs and suppo rte rs o f bo th P ag^n and  

m ayo r R udo lph G iu lian i.

P ag£n and C apocc ia have had m any 

o the r rea l es ta te dea lings on the Low er 

E as t S ide, inc lud ing the the ft o f the  

13 th S tree t S qua ts fo r phony "low -in - 

com e" hous ing  from  the squa tte rs w ho  

had res ided the re fo r m ore than ten  

yea rs . C apocc ia ’s c rew  d id the dem o li­

tion and cons truc tion  w h ile P agan ’s 

LE S C H D  m anages the bu ild ings . E ven­

tua lly , they  w ill be trans fe red  to  P agan ’s 

p riva te ow ne rsh ip .

B es ide seek ing  ga rden s ites on the  

Low er E as t S ide fo r bu ild ing  subs id ized  

yupp ie  condos , C apocc ia a lso has h is  

eyes on ga rdens in  H a rlem . C ons ide ring 

h is c lose re la tionsh ip  w ith P agan and  

m ayo r G iu lian i, he m ay have no troub le  

ge tting those s ites as w e ll. A t one po in t, 

G iu lian i’s m ayora l cam pa ign  had to  re ­

tu rn a $20,000 dona tion  from  C apocc ia , 

w h ich w as ove r the lega l lim it. B u t, G iu ­

lian i w as ab le  to  accep t thousands o f 

do lla rs  in ope ra ticke ts  g iven by C apoc­

c ia .

D u ring the dem olition  o f the M en­

dez G arden on D ecem ber 30 , C apocc ia  

w as g ree ted  by ne ighbo rhood res idents  

w ho iden tified h im , d ressed in  g reen  

po lyes te r s lacks . C apocc ia w as chased 

up A venue A  as peop le shou ted a t h im  

and na iled h im  w ith gobs o f sp it a ll ove r 

h is body . C apocc ia ducked in to  a de li,
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C om bined R epo rtage B y S teve Z ehen tne r and B ill W e inbe rg

O n S a turday , Janua ry  24 , a t app rox i­

m a te ly 9 :00 am , a pa rtia l co llapse  o f a  

sec tion  o f b rick face occu rred in  the rea r 

o f 172 S tan ton  S tree t, on the co rne r o f 

C lin ton and S tanton S tree t on the  

Low er E as t S ide o f M anha ttan . 172 

S tan ton  S tree t, w ith five s to ries and ten  

apa rtm en ts, w as a p riva te  bu ild ing w ith  

lega l ren t-pay ing tenan ts . T he b rick face 

b roke  aw ay on the firs t floo r and from  

one sec tion  be tw een tw o w indow s on  

the second floo r on th is one sec tion o f 

facade on ly . N o o the r v is ib le  sh ift o f the  

res t o f the bu ild ing ’s facades occurred , 

no r d id  any debris fa ll from  the bu ild ing  

in  any o the r loca tion .

P o lice and fire  depa rtm ent o ffic ia ls  

o rdered the tenan ts  to  im m ed ia te ly  

evacuate the bu ild ing , and to ld them  

tha t a fte r an inspec tion  o f the bu ild ing  

they w ou ld  be ab le to  re tu rn . T enan ts in  

ad jacen t bu ild ings a t 176 S tan ton and  

28 -30 C lin ton w e re a lso rem oved. S oon , 

the O E M  (O ffice  o f E m ergency M an - 

agem ent)-a d iv is ion o f the M ayo r’s o f­

fice tha t coo rd ina tes a ll in tra -c ity  em er­

gency ope ra tions , w as on s ite . A t 11 :00 , 

M ayo r R udo lph G u ilian i a rrived and 

con fered  w ith O E M  pe rsonne l on the  

scene .

B y 1 :30 pm , a ll the s tree ts  lead ing  to  

the bu ild ing  w e re c losed . A n hour la te r, 

the dem o lition con trac to r, h ired by 

H P D  (D epa rtm ent o f H ous ing P reser­

va tion  &  D eve lopm en t) m oved in  w ith  a  

boom  crane .

A s the po lice , fire  depa rtm en t and  

dem o lition con trac to r m oved th roughou t 

the bu ild ing a ll day to  shu t o ff the u til­

itie s , res iden ts p leaded w ith  the po lice  

to  be a llow ed to  re trieve the ir pe ts , 

w h ich  w e re even tua lly  k illed  du ring  the  

subsequen t dem olition . T enan ts a t 178 

S tan ton S tree t, tw o doo rs aw ay , fea ring

tha t the ir bu ild ing w ou ld a lso be evacu ­

a ted , re fused to  le t the po lice  en te r 

the ir bu ild ing . T hey rece ived a phone  

ca ll from  the bu ild ing  ow ne r w ho sa id  

tha t the D epa rtm en t o f B u ild ings  w as 

go ing to  b reak the doo r dow n so they  

cou ld  inspec t the bu ild ing .

A t abou t 4 :00 , as evacua ted res idents  

w a ited on the s tree t, M a rc F ried lander, 

a .k .a . M a rc Z e ro , a res iden t o f 172  

S tan ton , b roke th rough the po lice pe ri­

m e te r and re -en tered h is apa rtm en t.

F ried lande r is an av id co llec to r and  

aw a rd  w inn ing  v ideo and film m ake r 

w hose w o rk has been p resented  on  

M T V , T B S , and on E u ropean and  

A s ian T V . H e to ld the S H A D O W : "I 

had a huge lib ra ry  o f hund reds o f hou rs 

o f m o tion  p ic tu re and v ideo  foo tage o f 

s tree t life  in  the ne ighbo rhood , a docu­

m en tary o f B e llevue ’s m en ’s she lte r, and  

ano the r one on k ids w ho live in  T om p ­

k ins S qua re P a rk , w h ich w as near com ­

p le tion ..." A m ong h is possess ions w e re  

m us ica l ins trum en ts , m ov ie and v ideo  

cam eras , com pu te rs , ra re m anuscrip ts  &  

books and an tique c lo thes . "T he c ity  

to ld m e a ll day tha t w e w ou ld be a l­

low ed to  ge t ou r s tu ff ou t,” sa id F ried ­

lande r.

W hen it becam e appa ren t tha t th is  

w as no t go ing to  happen, F ried lande r 

dec ided to  risk a rres t and re trieve som e 

o f h is be long ings . H e m anaged  to  ge t 

one du fflebag o f v ideo cam eras and  

m a te ria l fo r h is cu rren t p ro jec ts be fo re  

he w as d iscove red and a rres ted . F ried ­

lande r to ld the S H A D O W : "If I had  

tw en ty m ore m inu tes , I cou ld have go t 

the w ho le a rch ive . T hen they h it the  

s ide o f the bu ild ing w ith the c rane . I 

ye lled  ou t the w indow fo r them  to  s top .
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S H A D O W  # 4 3 — ( D e c .1 9 9 7 -J u n e  1 9 9 8 ) - P a g e  2

E D IT O R IA L S
N U C L E A R  P A R A N O IA  IN  T H E  

P E R S IA N  G U L F
B y  B i l l W e in b e rg

M a rg a r ita  L o p e z  is  S w o r n  In  

A s  L o w e r  E a s t S id e  C ity  C o u n c i l M e m b e r  

B y  A . K r o n s ta d t

O n  th e  a f te r n o o n  o f  J a n u a r y  3 ,1 9 9 8 ,  

a  c e r e m o n ia l s w e a r in g - in  w a s  h e ld  in  

th e  C o o p e r U n io n  G r e a t  H a l l fo r  n e w ly -  

e le c te d  C ity  C o u n c i l M e m b e r M a r g a r i ta  

L 6 p e z . L 6 p e z , a  P u e r to  R ic a n  b o rn  

s o c ia l w o rk e r  a n d  lo n g - t im e  L o w e r  E a s t  

S id e  c o m m u n ity  a c t iv is t ,  w o n  th e  

C o u n c i l s e a t h e ld  s in c e  1 9 9 2  b y  r e a l 

e s ta te  d e v e lo p e r  a n d  p o v e r ty  p im p  

A n to n io  P a g S n , w h o , l ik e  L 6 p e z , is  a n  

o p e n ly  g a y  P u e r to  R ic a n . L 6 p e z , h o w ­

e v e r ,  w a s  e le c te d  o n  a  p r o - p u b l ic  h o u s ­

in g ,  p r o - r e n t c o n t ro l p la t fo r m  th a t w a s  

d ia m e t r ic a l ly  o p p o s e d  to  h e r  p r e d e c e s ­

s o r ’s  r ig h t- w in g  v o t in g  r e c o r d  in  th e  C ity  

C o u n c i l . P a g e in  is  a  p r o p o n e n t o f  h o u s ­

in g  p r iv a t iz a t io n  a n d  h ig h  r e n ts  a n d  w a s  

o n e  o f  Mayor R u d o lp h  G iu l ia n i’s  k e e n ­

e s t s u p p o r te r s  in  th e  C o u n c i l.

T h e  s w e a r in g - in  c e r e m o n y  w a s  a s  u n ­

l ik e ly  a n  e v e n t a s  M a rg a r i ta ’s  n a r r o w  

v ic to r y  in  a  C o u n c i lm a n ic  d is tr ic t  th a t  

w a s  g e r r y m a n d e re d  in  1 9 9 1  e x p l ic i t ly  to  

d iv id e  a n d  n e u t r a liz e  th e  L o w e r  E a s t  

S id e ’s  la r g e  b lo c  o f  p r o g re s s iv e  v o te r s .  

U n lik e  P a g e in ’s  tw o  s w e a r in g - in  c e r e ­

m o n ie s  a t th is  s a m e  a u d ito r iu m , th e r e  

w a s  n o  v is ib le  p o lic e  p re s e n c e  a t th is  

e v e n t .

T h e  c r o w d  o f  a b o u t 3 0 0  d o w n to w n  

le f t is ts ,  in  a  h a p p y  m o o d  fo r  a  c h a n g e , 

in i t ia te d  th e  fe s t iv i t ie s  b y  s in g in g  a n  o f f -  

k e y  r e n d it io n  o f  th e  S ta r  S p a n g le d  B a n ­

n e r .  A  c h i ld r e n ’s  c h o ir  f r o m  S t . A u g u s ­

t in e ’s  S c h o o l s a n g  a  m e d le y  o f  r e lig io u s  

s o n g s . A m o n g  th e  s p e e c h m a k e rs  w a s  

E r n e s to  J o f f re y ,  a  p o l it ic a l p r is o n e r  

u n d e r  th e  P in o c h e t r e g im e  in  C h i le  a n d  

c u r r e n t ly  a n  o f f ic ia l o f  D is t r ic t  C o u n c i l 

3 7 , L o c a l 1 6 9 , th e  la b o r  o r g a n iz a t io n  

th a t p r o v id e d  th e  L 6 p e z  c a m p a ig n  w ith  

a  h e a d q u a r te r s  a t i t s  u n io n  h a ll .  J o f f re y  

s u m m e d  u p  th e  c a m p a ig n  b y  s a y in g  " W e  

c a n  w in  w ith o u t b ig  m o n e y  a n d  b ig  e n ­

d o r s e m e n ts , "  p o in t in g  o u t th a t M a r g a r ­

i ta  r e c r u i te d  6 0 0  v o lu n te e r s  fo r  h e r  c a m ­

p a ig n  a n d  r e g is te r e d  o v e r  3 0 0 0  n e w  

v o te rs .  ( J u d y  R a p fo g e l, M a rg a r i ta ’s  o p ­

p o n e n t in  th e  D e m o c r a t ic  p r im a ry  a n d  

in  th e  g e n e r a l e le c t io n  o n  th e  L ib e ra l 

l in e , r e c e iv e d  th e  e n d o r s e m e n t o f  th e  

New York Times a s  w e ll a s  th a t o f  

A s s e m b ly  S p e a k e r  a n d  D e m o c r a t ic  p a r ­

ty  k in g m a k e r  S h e ld o n  S i lv e r ,  w h o  h a d  

b e e n  P a g a n ’s  s p o n s o r . M a n y  o f  th e  n e w ­

ly - r e g is te re d  v o te rs  w e re  f r o m  th e  A v e -  

C o n t in u e d  O n  N e x t P a g e

S H A D O W  S T A F F :

EDITORS: C h r is  F la s h , A . K r o n s ta d t

REPORTERS: A n g e la  B o c a g e , D a n  B o y le , L a m o n t C r a n s to n , S c o t t  C u n n in g h a m , J a c k  D a w k in s ,  

P a u l D e R ie n z o , B o b  F e ld m a n , S a r a h  F e rg u s o n , C h r is  F la s h , P a u l G a r r in , R o b e r t K n ig h t C a r l 

K o lc h a k , A . K r o n s ta d t P e te r L e V a s s e u r ,  J e s s ic a  L o o s , B o b  M c G ly n n , K a r e n  N o rd e n ,  A k in s h i ju  C . 

O la , G a b b y  S lo a n , P e te r S p a g n u o lo , S a r a  V a le n t in e , J o h n  V e it B i l l W e in b e rg , S te v e n  W is h n ia  

PHOTOS: J a c k  D a w k in s , C h r is  F la s h , A n d r 6  G r o s s m a n , L a n n e s  K e n f ie ld , A . K r o n s ta d t J o h n  

P e n le y , Q . S a k a m a k i,  J im  S im o p o lo u s , S p e n c e

ART: A n g e la  B o c a g e , S c o t t C u n n in g h a m , M ik e  D ia n a , E r ic  D r o o k e r , F l ip , F ly , T u l i K u p fe r b e r g ,  

M a c  M c G il l , M ik e  S c h a fe r , S e th  T o b o c m a n , L  V a n  A b b e m a  

INTERNET: M e d ia F il te r .o rg

ATTORNEYS AT LARGE: S ta n le y  L . C o h e n , R o n a ld  K u b y , W il l ia m  K u n s t le r

In  th e  m e d ia  s a tu ra t io n  a b o u t o r a l  

s e x  in  th e  O v a l O f f ic e ,  i t  h a s  g o n e  a l­

m o s t u n n o t ic e d  th a t B i l l C l in to n  is  c o n ­

s id e r in g  u s e  o f  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  a g a in s t  

I r a q - to  ta k e  o u t S a d d a m  H u s s e in ’s  u n ­

d e rg r o u n d  c o m p le x e s ,  o r  r e ta lia te  fo r  a n  

I r a q i c h e m ic a l o r  b io lo g ic a l a t ta c k .  

E v e r y  p r e s id e n t s in c e  T r u m a n  h a s  c o n ­

s id e r e d  th e  n u c le a r  o p t io n - th a t ’s  w h a t 

N ix o n ’s  " s e c re t  p la n "  to  e n d  th e  w a r  in  

V ie tn a m  w a s . T h is  t im e  i t  o n ly  to o k  tw o  

m o n th s  fo r  la s t  N o v e m b e r ’s  P r e s id e n t ia l 

P o lic y  D ir e c t iv e  6 0 , d e f in in g  c ir c u m ­

s ta n c e s  fo r  u s e  o f  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  

a g a in s t I r a q , to  a p p e a r in  th e  p r e s s . B u t  

P P D  6 0  h a s  n o t b e c o m e  a  h o u s e h o ld  

n a m e  l ik e  " M o n ic a  L e w in s k y . "

F o l lo w in g  a  b r ie f ,  s p a r s e  f l ic k e r  o f  

P P D  6 0  c o v e r a g e  in  e a r ly  F e b r u a r y ,  

R u s s ia n  p r e s id e n t  B o r is  Y e lts in  w a r n e d  

th a t e s c a la t io n  in  th e  P e r s ia n  G u lf  c o u ld  

le a d  to  W o r ld  W a r  I I I .  T h e  U S  p r e s s  

p o r t ra y e d  th e  s ta te m e n t a s  ir re s p o n s ib le  

a la rm is m . P P D  6 0  is  a lr e a d y  d o w n  th e  

m e m o r y  h o le .

T h re a te n in g  n u c le a r  s t r ik e s  to  f ig h t  

w e a p o n s  o f  m a s s  d e s t r u c t io n  is  a  c o n ­

c e p t s t r a ig h t  o u t o f  G e o r g e  O r w e l l .

T r u e  to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  d o u b le th in k , 

w e  r e m a in  b l in d  to  O p e r a t io n  D e s e r t  

S to r m ’s  4 0 0 ,0 0 0  c iv il ia n  c a s u a lt ie s  ( in  

th e  1 9 9 1  P e r s ia n  G u lf  W a r . )  T h e  v io ­

le n c e  o f  D e s e r t  S to r m  d w a r fe d  th a t o f  

S a d d a m ’s  t r o o p s  in  K u w a it .  S a d d a m ’s  

to r c h in g  o f  th e  o i l f ie ld s  a n d  d u m p in g  

c r u d e  in to  th e  G u lf  w e re  v e n g a n c e - a n d ,  

a s  a  s e c r e t E n e rg y  D e p a r tm e n t s tu d y  

le a k e d  to  S c ie n c e  N e w s  in  1 9 9 1  r e ­

v e a le d , P r e s id e n t B u s h  k n e w  th a t S a d ­

d a m  w o u ld  r e ta l ia te  w ith  th a t k in d  o f  

e n v iro n m e n ta l te r r o r is m . S a d d a m ’s  g a s ­

s in g  o f  th e  K u r d s  a t H a la b ja ,  h is  m o s t  

c le a r ly  g e n o c id a l a c t ,  w a s  b a c k  in  

1 9 8 8 - w h e n  h e  w a s  s t i l l  a  U S  c l ie n t .  A  

b i l l c a l lin g  fo r  s a n c t io n s  in  th e  w a k e  o f  

th e  a t r o c i ty  n e v e r  m a d e  i t  o u t o f  C o n ­

g r e s s .

S a d d a m  is  n o t " th is  g e n e r a t io n ’s  

H it le r . "  L ik e  P a n a m a ’s  M a n u e l N o r ie g a , 

S a d d a m  is  a  U S - g r o o m e d  c l ie n t  s u p ­

p o s e d ly  g o n e  b a d . D o e s  th e  W h ite  

H o u s e  r e a l ly  w a n t h im  o v e r th r o w n ?  

S a d d a m  h u m b le d  a n d  d is t ra c te d  th e  

I r a n ia n  R e v o lu t io n  th r o u g h  e ig h t  g r u e l­

in g  y e a r s  o f  w a r . T h e n ,  w h e n  th e  p r ic e  

o f  o i l a n d  G e o r g e  B u s h ’s  p o l it ic a l fo r ­

tu n e s  n e e d e d  a  jo l t ,  h e  c o n v e n ie n t ly  in ­

v a d e d  K u w a it .  N o w , d e v e lo p m e n ts  in  

p o s t - S o v ie t C e n t ra l A s ia  th r e a te n  to  

b r in g  d o w n  th e  p r ic e  o f  o i l b y  b r in g in g  a  

n e w  g lo b a l s u p p l ie r  o n  l in e  in  

K a z a k h s ta n . T h e  la te s t f la re - u p  o f  th e  

p e r m a n e n t G u lf  C r is is  w i l l ja c k  u p  o i l 

p r ic e s , a l lo w in g  th e  S a u d is  a n d  K u w a it is  

to  in fu s e  v u ln e r a b le  g lo b a l f in a n c ia l  

in s t itu t io n s  w ith  p e t ro d o lla rs .  T h e s e  

in fu s io n s  w i l l s ta b il iz e  th e  tu r b u le n t  

A s ia n  f in a n c ia l m a rk e ts ,  p r o p p in g  u p  

th e  te e te r in g  U S - s u p p o r te d  S u h a r to  d ic ­

ta to rs h ip  in  In d o n e s ia ,  w h e re  r io ts  a r e  

n o w  s p r e a d in g  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n t r y  in  r e ­

s p o n s e  to  th e  e c o n o m ic  c h a o s ,  a n d  

q u ie t in g  th e  la b o r u n r e s t  w h ic h  th re a t ­

e n s  th e  r e g im e  in  S o u th  K o r e a . T h e  o i l 

s h o c k  w i ll a ls o  e f fe c t iv e ly  s id e lin e  e n ­

v ir o n m e n ta l is t  o r  o th e r  o p p o s it io n  to  

th e  C e n t r a l A s ia  o i l d e v e lo p m e n ts , a s  

w e l l a s  th o s e  p la n n e d  fo r  A la s k a ’s  

N o r th  S lo p e , a n d  th e  J a m e s  B a y  h y d r o -  

p r o je c ts  in  C a n a d a .

S a d d a m ’s  v io la t io n s  o f  U N  r e s o lu ­

t io n s  a g a in s t h is  b io - c h e m ic a l w e a p o n s  

c a p a b i li t ie s  a r e  r e a l.  S o  is  Is r a e l ’s

v io la t io n  o f  r e s o lu t io n s  a g a in s t th e  W e s t  

B a n k  o c c u p a t io n . W e  c o u ld  a ls o  m e n ­

t io n  In d o n e s ia ’s  b lo o d y  o c c u p a t io n  o f  

E a s t T im o r  in  d e f ia n c e  o f  th e  U N . T o  

s ta te  th e  fa c t th a t S a d d a m  H u s s e in  is  a  

b r u ta l ty r a n t r e q u ire s  n o  c o u r a g e  o u t ­

s id e  th e  b o rd e rs  o f  h is  ty r a n n y . W h a t  

ta k e s  s o m e  g u ts  is  to  v ie w  o u r  o w n  le a d ­

e r s  w ith  a  r u th le s s  d is r e g a rd  fo r  d o u b le  

s ta n d a r d s .

C l in to n  to o k  th e  o a th  o f  o f f ic e  a s  U S  

w a rp la n e s  w e re  b o m b in g  I r a q . H e  h a s  

a e r ia l- b o m b e d  c iv i l ia n  n e ig h b o r h o o d s  in  

M o g a d is h u , S o m a lia .  H e  h a s  d o n e  n o ­

th in g  to  d im in is h  th e  P e n ta g o n ’s  t i ta n ic  

a r s e n a ls  o r  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  fe d e ra l p r i­

s o n  a r c h ip e la g o , w h i le  " e n d in g  w e lfa r e  

a s  w e  k n o w  i t "  ( r e a d : d is m a n t l in g  th e  

N e w  D e a l)  in  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  v ic to r y  

o v e r  f is c a l e x c e s s . H e  h a s  o v e r s e e n  a n  

e r o d in g  o f  c iv il l ib e r t ie s  in  th e  n a m e  o f  

b o g u s  w a r s  o n  d r u g s ,  te r ro r is m  a n d  c y ­

b e r - s m u t . F ro m  B a g h d a d  to  W a c o  to  

th e  d e a th  c h a m b e r s  o f  A r k a n s a s , C l in ­

to n  is  a  m u rd e re r .  A p p ly  y o u r  o w n  lo g ic  

to  th e  E n e m y ’s  p e r s p e c t iv e  a n d  y o u  

s ta r t to  s e e  th r o u g h  th e  p r o p a g a n d a  

c h a r a d e .

E in s te in  w a rn e d  th a t o u r  le a d e r s  a r e  

m o t iv a te d  b y  th e  s a m e  in s t in c ts  a s  I r o n  

A g e  k in g s - " a n d  th u s  w e  d r if t  to w a rd  

u n p a r a lle le d  c a ta s t r o p h e . "  P e r h a p s  w e  

c i t iz e n s  a r e  l i t t le  d e v e lo p e d  b e y o n d  I r o n  

A g e  p e a s a n ts .  W e  a r e  m o r e  in te r e s te d  

in  s e x  s c a n d a ls ,  S e in fe ld  a n d  th e  S p ic e  

G ir ls  a s  th e  w o r ld  ta k e s  a  s te p  c lo s e r  to  

i t s  e n d . T h is  t im e , th e  w a r  d r iv e  h a s  

n e ith e r o u r  j in g o is t ic  a p p ro v a l n o r  o u r  

o u t ra g e d  p r o te s t .  I t  h a s  m e re ly  o u r  

in d i f fe r e n c e - a n o th e r  s p e c ta c u la r  d is ­

t r a c t io n , i f  le s s  t i t i l la t in g  th a n  r e c e n t  

o n e s .

W h e re  a r e  th e  v o ic e s  p o in t in g  o u t  

th a t C l in to n  h a s  c r o s s e d  a  d a n g e ro u s  

th r e s h o ld ?  T h is  is  th e  n o rm a l iz a t io n  o f  

n u c le a r  w a r fa r e . W h a t  w a s  " u n th in k ­

a b le ”  in  th e  C o ld  W a r - b e c a u s e  i t  a s ­

s u m e d  a  2 0 -m in u te  w a r  th a t w o u ld  le a v e  

th e  E a r th  in  c in d e r s - is  n o w  th in k a b le ,  a  

c o n t in u a t io n  o f  p o lic y  b y  o th e r  m e a n s . 

T o d a y ’s  " ta c t ic a l"  n u k e s - th e  k in d  f i t te d  

o n to  a  C r u is e  m is s ile  fo r  u s e  a g a in s t a n  

I r a q i b u n k e r -d e liv e r  th e  k in d  o f  p u n c h  

th a t w ip e d  o u t H ir o s h im a  a n d  N a g a s a k i.  

T o d a y ’s  " s t r a te g ic "  n u k e s - th e  k in d  o n  

th e  IC B M s - a r e  te n  t im e s  m o re  p o w e r ­

fu l.  E v e n  a  b a t t le f ie ld  " m in i-n u k e , "  

d r o p p e d  f r o m  a  p la n e , w o u ld  r e le a s e  

d e a d ly  fa l lo u t .  A f te r  u s e  o f  ta c t ic a l o r  

b a t t le f ie ld  n u k e s , th e  n e x t th r e s h o ld  in  

th e  a c c e p ta b le  le v e l o f  g lo b a l v io le n c e  is  

th e  u s e  o f  s t r a te g ic  n u k e s . S o , C l in to n ’s  

n u c le a r  th r e a t b r in g s  u s  a  s te p  c lo s e r to  

th a t E a r th  in  c in d e rs .

I f  th e  C o ld  W a r  w a s  a  d u a l is t ic  

b a la n c e  o f  te r ro r ,  n o w  g lo b a liz e d  

v io le n c e , m ir r o r in g  th e  In te r n e t a n d  

m a r k e t fo r c e s ,  is  a ls o  a to m iz e d - e v e r y -  

w h e re  a n d  n o w h e re . T h e re  is  n o  m o n o ­

l i th ic  e n e m y ; n u c le a r  c a p a b i li t ie s  a r e  n o  

lo n g e r  th e  e x c lu s iv e  d o m a in  o f  s u p e r ­

p o w e r  b r a s s  a n d  b u r e a u c r a c y .  B r e a k ­

d o w n  o f  c o m m a n d  a n d  c o n t r o l o v e r  th e  

S o v ie t a r s e n a l is  w e l l- a d v a n c e d . A n d  

n o w , w ith  n u c le a r  m a te r ia ls  a v a i la b le  to  

th e  h ig h e s t - b id d in g  m ili t ia  o r  te r r o r is t  

g r o u p , th e  U S  h a s  c r o s s e d  th e  f i r s t  l in e ,  

le g i t im iz in g  n u c le a r  w a r fa r e - th u s  in ­

c re a s in g  th e  l ik e lih o o d  th a t s o m e o n e , 

w h e th e r  a  j ih a d  e x t r e m is t o r  a n  A r k a n ­

s a s  b o y  w h o  m a d e  g o o d , w i ll c r o s s  th e  

n e x t te r r ib le  th r e s h o ld  w ith in  o u r  l ife ­

t im e s .
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W h a t d o  y o u  c a ll a  c ity  in  w h ic h  th e  

p o lic e  d e p a r tm e n t h a s  a  s p e c ia l o p e ra ­

t io n  to  re p a ir  th e  lo c k s  o f  p e o p le  w h o s e  

a p a r tm e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  in v a d e d , e r ro n e ­

o u s ly , b y  d ru g - ra id in g  c o p s ?  W h a t d o  

y o u  c a ll a  c ity  w h e re  a  v iru le n t ly  r ig h t 

w in g  s o c ia l re g im e  is  im p o s e d  u p o n  

p e o p le  in  th e  g u is e  o f  p u b lic  s a fe ty , 

w h e re  d a n c e  h a lls  a re  c lo s e d  d o w n  a n d  

c o p s  a r re s t e v e ry o n e  o n  p e tty  e x c u s e s  in  

o rd e r to  s h a k e  th e m  d o w n  fo r s o m e ­

th in g  m o re  s e r io u s -a  p h ilo s o p h y  to u te d  

a s  a  g re a t b re a k th ro u g h  in  la w  e n fo rc e ­

m e n t?  W h a t d o  y o u  c a ll a  c ity  w h ic h  

n o w  h a s  to o  m a n y  p o lic e , a n d  w h o s e  

m a y o r d re a m s  o f  e ra d ic a t in g  c r im e  a lto ­

g e th e r?  In  o rd e r to  ta k e  th e  s te p  in to  

th is  b ra v e  n e w  w o r ld , w e  m u s t a ll b e  

re g im e n te d  in  a ll s o r ts  o f  p e tty  n e w  

w a y s ; th e  p o lic e m a n  w il l n o w  h a v e  th e  

r ig h t to  s to p  u s  o n  th e  s tre e t b e c a u s e , in  

h is  o p in io n , w e  h a v e  w a lk e d  a c ro s s  th e  

s tre e t in  th e  w ro n g  w a y . T h is  is  n o t a  

n o rm a l s y s te m  a n y  m o re , p e o p le , th is  is  

n o t ju s t a  re tu rn  to  " t ra d it io n a l v a lu e s ,"  

b u t a  fu tu r is t ic  a u th o r ita r ia n  s y s te m  th a t  

is  b e in g  im p o s e d  u p o n  u s  in  N e w  Y o rk  

C ity . F a s c is m  m a y  b e  a  b a d  w o rd  fo r  it ,  

b u t it is  th e  e q u iv a le n t o f  fa s c is m , in  th is  

n e w  t im e  a n d  p la c e .

M a y o r R u d o lf G iu lia n i a n d  h is  s u p ­

p o rte rs  a m o n g  la rg e  a  s w a th  o f  th e  N e w  

Y o rk  C ity  m id d le  c la s s  re fe r to  th e ir  

id e o lo g y  b y  th e  c o d e  p h ra s e  "q u a lity  o f  

l ife ."  T h e s e  fa s c is ts  d o  n o t re s e m b le  th e  

fa s c is ts  o f  o ld  E u ro p e  a n y  m o re  th a n  

th e  1 9 3 0 s  re s e m b le  th e  1 9 9 0 s , b u t th e  

b a s ic  e le m e n ts  o f  G iu lia n i’s  p o w e r o v e r  

N e w  Y o rk  a re  th e  s a m e  a s  th o s e  o f  h is ­

to r ic a l fa s c is m .

F a s c is m , l ik e  C o m m u n is m , a m o u n ts  

to  a  s e r ie s  o f  s o c ia l e x p e r im e n ts  im ­

p o s e d  upon the populace by an o v e r­

a rm e d  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  a  h o w lin g  m o b  

o f  t ru e  b e lie v e rs . F a s c is ts  a re  le d  b y  

le a d e rs  w h o  a re  p s y c h o t ic  c o n tro l f re a k s  

d e m a n d in g  u n d iv id e d  a t te n t io n  a t a ll 

t im e s , a n d  w h o  a re  d e te rm in e d  to  m o ld  

p e o p le  in to  th e ir o w n  p re c o n c e iv e d  

im a g e . T h e y  a re  s u p p o rte d  b y  a n  in s e ­

c u re  p u b lic  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  fr ig h te n e d  

in to  a n  e m e rg e n c y  m e n ta lity  w h e re  

" c r im e " a n d  "d is o rd e r"  h a v e  b e c o m e  s o  

d e s p e ra te  th a t d e s p e ra te  m e a s u re s  a re  

re q u ire d .

N e o  F a s c is ts  o f  th e  L o w e r E a s t S id e

F o rm e r C ity  C o u n c ilm e m b e r 

A n to n io  P a g e in  w a s  a  k in d  o f  p re d e c e s ­

s o r to  G iu lia n i-a  k in d  o f  e v il J o h n  th e  

B a p t is t w h o  c a r r ie d  fo rw a rd  th e  m e s ­

s a g e  o f R u d y  th e  A n t ic h r is t . H e  a n d  h is  

s c h e m in g  p o w e r h u n g ry  c o lle a g u e s  im ­

p o s e d  a  G iu lia n i- l ik e  re g im e  u p o n  u s , 

r ig h t h e re  o n  th e  L o w e r E a s t S id e -  

th re e  a n d  a  h a lf  y e a rs  b e fo re  G iu lia n i 

to o k  o f f ic e .

T h e  is s u e  th a t th e s e  P a g S n d ro id s  

c ry s ta ll iz e d  a ro u n d  w a s  g iv e n  th e  th e n - 

u n fa m ilia r la b e l o f  "q u a lity  o f l i fe ."

W h e n  P a g a n  a n d  h is  m in io n s  b ro u g h t in  

le g io n s  o f  c o p s  to  c lo s e  d o w n  T o m p k in s  

S q u a re  P a rk , s a c k  th e  h o m e le s s  e n ­

c a m p m e n ts , a n d  m a k e  e v e ry o n e  s u b je c t  

to  a r re s t o n  s o m e  p e tty  p re te x t- it  w a s  

in  th e  n a m e  o f  "q u a lity -o f- l ife " -a  p o lit i­

c a l b u z z  w o rd  th a t d id n ’t e x is t in  a n y ­

o n e ’s  v o c a b u la ry  e v e n  te n  y e a rs  a g o . I t  

is  s t i ll n o t p a r t o f  th e  v o c u b u la ry  o f  J o e  

A v e ra g e , b u t h a s  b e e n  u s e d , w ith  a  s e ­

c re t m e a n in g , b y  c o u n c ilm e m b e r P a g a n  

a n d  M a y o r G iu lia n i, a s  w e ll a s  th e  b u s y ­

b o d y  "n e ig h b o rh o o d  a c t iv is ts "  w h o  

b ro u g h t th e s e  m e n  in to  o f f ic e . J u s t a s  

"F in a l"  a n d  "S o lu t io n " m e a n  s o m e th in g  

s p e c ia l w h e n  p ro n o u n c e d  to g e th e r a s  a  

p h ra s e , "q u a lity "  "o f a n d  " l ife "  d o n ’t  

h a v e  th e  s a m e  m e a n in g s  h e re  a s  th e y  d o  

in  th e  n o rm a l v e rn a c u la r o f N e w  Y o rk  

C ity . T h e re  is  a  s e c re t h a n d s h a k e  h e re ,

th e  w in k  o f  a n  e y e  in v is ib le  to  th e  

"o th e r. ”

"Q u a lity  o f  L ife "  is  a  s lo g a n  th a t 

o r ig in a te d  a m o n g  c o n s e rv a t iv e  id e o ­

lo g u e s  in  p la c e s  lik e  th e  M a n h a tta n  In ­

s t itu te , w h e re  R u d o lp h  G iu lia n i g o t h is  

t ra in in g  in  id e o lo g ic a l n e w s p e a k . "Q u a li­

ty  o f  L ife "  is  th e  m id d le  c la s s  id e o lo g y  

th a t d e c e n t p e o p le  s h o u ld n ’t l iv e  w ith  

"b u m s " a n d  th a t p o o r p e o p le ’s  c u ltu re  

a n d  b e h a v io r s h o u ld  b e  ru n  o u t o f  th e  

c it ie s , w h ic h  w il l c o n s e q u e n t ly  b e c o m e  

e x p e n s iv e  re a l e s ta te . T h is  r ig h t w in g  

t re n d , l ik e  th e  fa s c is m  o f  o ld , h a s  its  

p s e u d o - le f t is t "p o lit ic a lly  c o r re c t"  s id e  

to o . P a g ^ n  is  P u e rto  R ic a n  a n d  g a y  a n d  

th e re  a re  a ls o  s o u r-p u s s e d  le s b ia n  fe m ­

in is ts  a m o n g  th e  q u a lity  o f  l ife  c re e p  

"c o m m u n ity  a c t is ts ."

L o o k  a t w h a t w e  fa c e  in  th e  N e w  

Y o rk  o f 1 9 9 8 . A  m a y o r w h o  p u ts  u p  

v id e o  c a m e ra s  to  w a tc h  u s  o n  th e  

s tre e ts . A  m a y o r w h o  w a n ts  to  a r re s t u s  

fo r  c ro s s in g  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  b lo c k . 

T h e s e  a re  n o t a  re tu rn  to  "c o n s e rv a t iv e "  

t ra d it io n a l v a lu e s  b u t a  fu tu r is t ic , u n p re ­

c e d e n te d  a t te m p t to  m ic ro m a n a g e  o u r  

b e h a v io r - fa s c is t  s o c ia l e x p e r im e n ts  in  

th e  p u re s t s e n s e  o f  th e  w o rd . J u s t a s k  

lo n g - t im e  N e w  Y o rk e rs  w h e th e r th e y  

e v e r re m e m b e r a  t im e  w h e n  p e o p le  g o t 

s to p p e d  b y  c o p s  fo r  ja y w a lk in g !

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t is  e v e n  p lo t t in g  

f ie n d is h  s o c ia l e x p e r im e n ts  a g a in s t o u r  

c r it te rs . T h e  C ity  D e p a r tm e n t o f  A n im a l 

C o n tro l is  n o w  re q u ir in g  th e  im p la n ta ­

t io n  o f  m ic ro c h ip s  in  d o g s  a s  a  c o n d it io n  

fo r  o b ta in in g  a  d o g  lic e n s e . N o  m ic ro ­

c h ip  to  id e n t ify  y o u r c o n f is c a te d  d o g  a t  

th e  p o u n d  a n d  o f f  h e  g o e s  to  th e  g a s  

c h a m b e r .

T h e  a u th o r it ie s  a re  e m p o w e re d  to  

d is p e rs e  u n ru ly  c ro w d s  u s in g  p e p p e r g a s  

-d e m o n s tra t io n s  d is ru p t t ra ff ic , a n d  to  

h e ll w ith  fre e d o m  o f a s s e m b ly . S u re , y o u  

h a v e  a  c o n s titu tio n a l r ig h t to  s e ll b o o k s  

o n  th e  s tre e t , b u t th e  c o p s  w ill k ic k  y o u r  

a s s  fo r b lo c k in g  th e  s id e w a lk . S u re , y o u  

h a v e  th e  r ig h t to  m a k e  a  p o s te r , b u t th e  

c o p s  w ill ru n  y o u  in  if  y o u  p u t it u p  o n  

th e  w a ll. T h e s e  a re  a ll a t te m p ts  to  s u p ­

p re s s  th e  in d ig e n o u s  c u ltu re  o f N e w  

Y o rk , a n d  tu rn  th e  w h o le  c ity  in to  g e n ­

e r ic , e x p e n s iv e  re a l e s ta te .

T h is  is , a f te r a ll, a  m a jo r  s ta te *  g o a l 

o f  th e  "q u a lity  o f  l ife rs " - to  re g e n e ra te  

th e  c o re  o f th e  in n e r c ity  b y  d r iv in g  o u t 

th e  b u m s , in c lu d in g  th e  v is ib le  e le m e n ts  

o f  th e  u n d e rg ro u n d  e c o n o m y , th e  s tre e t 

p e o p le , a n d  p ro le ta r ia n  fo rm s  o f  e n te r ­

ta in m e n t, l ik e  th e  th e a te rs  a n d  p e e p  

s h o w s  o f  T im e s  S q u a re . T h is  id e o lo g y  

d o v e ta ils , n o t c o in c id e n ta lly ,  w ith  th e  

c o n tro l- ju n k y , C a th o lic  s c h o o l h a ll m o n i­

to r m e n ta lity  o f  th e  c ity  fa th e rs , w h o  a re  

t ry in g  to  p u t n e w  m e a n in g  in to  th e  o ld  

s a y in g  th a t y o u  c a n ’t f ig h t C ity  H a ll.

T h e  o n ly  g o o d  th in g  a b o u t fa s c is m  is  

th a t it fe e ls  s o  g o o d  w h e n  it  g o e s  a w a y . 

I t  d o e s n ’t la s t fo re v e r , b e c a u s e  a  n e w  

g e n e ra tio n  o f p e o p le  c o m e s  a lo n g  a n d  

s w e e p s  it in to  th e  tra s h  c a n  o f  h is to ry .  

C o u n tr ie s  th a t h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  fa s ­

c is m , l ik e  I ta ly  a n d  S p a in , o f te n  s e e  a  

g re a t re s u rg e n c e  o f  e n lig h te n m e n t  a f te r  

l iv in g  u n d e r th e  iro n  h e e l.

F o r n o w , re fu s e  to  s p e a k  th e  N e w ­

s p e a k . D is o b e y  th e  b a s ta rd s  e v e ry  

c h a n c e  y o u  g e t. J a y w a lk in g  is  n o  lo n g e r  

ju s t a  w a y  o f g e t t in g  a c ro s s  th e  s tre e t ;  

i t ’s  a  s ta te m e n t. O n e  d a y , p e rh a p s  in  

ju s t a  fe w  y e a rs , w e  in  N e w  Y o rk  w ill 

b re a k  o p e n  th e  c h a m p a g n e  a n d  s a y  

"G e n e ra lis im o  F ra n c is c o  F ra n c o  is  s t i l l 

d e a d !"

ADVERTISE IN 

THE SHADOW!!

M A R G A R IT A  L O P E Z

n u e  D  h o u s in g  p ro je c ts , w h e re  M a rg a r­

ita  h a d  o rg a n iz e d  s u c c e s s fu lly  to  d e ra il  

R u d y  G iu lia n i’s  p ro p o s e d  "M o v in g  to  

W o rk " p la n , w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  p u s h e d  

p ro je c t te n a n ts  o u t o f  th e ir  a p a r tm e n ts  

a f te r a  s p e c if ie d  p e r io d  o f  t im e .)

M a rg a r ita  m a d e  th e  la s t s p e e c h . I t  

w a s  d if f ic u lt to  re a liz e  th a t it  w a s  a  

s u c c e s s fu l p o lit ic ia n  s p e a k in g . S h e  b e g a n  

b y  s a y in g  " I  a m  a  w o m a n  o f  a c t io n ,"  a n d  

d id  n o t l im it h e rs e lf to  s a y in g  th a t s h e  

w a s  fo r  " in c lu s io n  a n d  b r in g in g  p e o p le  

to g e th e r."  S h e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  c h a in  o f  

e v e n ts  th a t le d  h e r to  ru n  fo r  o f f ic e ,  

in c lu d in g  th e  ra u c o u s  C o m m u n ity  B o a rd  

T h re e  m e e tin g  o n  J u n e  2 2 , 1 9 9 3  in  th e  

v e ry  s a m e  C o o p e r U n io n  G re a t H a ll in  

w h ic h  p o lic e  s to rm e d  th e  a u d ie n c e  a t 

th e  re q u e s t o f  b o a rd  c h a irm a n  L u is  

S o l6 r , a  P a g S n  a p p o in te e . S o l6 r h a d  lo s t 

c o n tro l o f  th e  m e e t in g ,  w h ic h  w a s  d is ­

c u s s in g  th e  e v ic t io n  o f th e  G la s s  H o u s e  

s q u a t o n  A v e n u e  D . S o l6 r b e g a n  p o in t­

in g  a t v a r io u s  p e o p le , d e m a n d in g  th a t 

th e  c o p s  a r re s t th e m -in c lu d in g  C o m ­

m u n ity  B o a rd  m e m b e rs  M a rg a r ita  

L 6 p e z  a n d  J o y c e  R a v itz . L 6 p e z , w h o  

h a d  b e e n  lo u d ly  o b je c t in g  to  th e  v io ­

le n c e  b y  c o p s  a g a in s t th e  d e m o n s tra to rs ,  

w a s  h e ld  in  p o lic e  c u s to d y  fo r  s e v e ra l 

h o u rs  a lo n g  w ith  n in e  s q u a tte r  s u p ­

p o r te rs  w h o  w e re  b e a te n  a n d  c a r te d  o f f  

to  ja il.  "S it t in g  in  th e  p a d d y  w a g o n ,"

L 6 p e z  "d e c id e d  th a t s h e  w o u ld  n e v e r 

a llo w  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  to  b e  v io la te d  

a g a in  a g a in s t a n y  h u m a n  b e in g ."

L 6 p e z  a ls o  w e n t in to  th e  to u c h y  s u b ­

je c t o f  p o lic e  b ru ta lity , s ta t in g  th a t s h e  

w o u ld  " f ig h t a g a in s t p o lic e  b ru ta lity ,"  a l­

th o u g h  s h e  w o u ld  a ls o  " f ig h t fo r p o lic e ­

m e n  w h o  u p h o ld  a n d  re s p e c t th e  la w ."  

T h is  w a s  in  s h a rp  c o n tra s t to  h e r p re d e ­

c e s s o r P a g 3 n , w h o s e  e f fo r ts  in  b r in g in g  

a  c u r fe w  to  T o m p k in s  S q u a re  P a rk  le d  

to  th e  1 9 8 8  p o lic e  r io t th e re , a n d  w h o  

h a s  b e e n  a  m a jo r  s u p p o r te r  o f R u d y  

G iu lia n i’s  "q u a lity -o f- li fe " b litz k r ie g .

F in a lly , M a rg a r ita  to ld  th e  p a c k e d  

a u d ito r iu m ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  m a n y  s ig n -  

w a v in g  s u p p o rte rs  o f  th e  L o w e r E a s t 

S id e ’s  e n d a n g e re d  c o m m u n ity  g a rd e n s ,

" I  w il l f ig h t l ik e  y o u  h a v e  n e v e r s e e n  fo r  

th e  g a rd e n s  o f  o u r c o m m u n ity ."

W e  a t th e  SHADOW u n d e rs ta n d  th e  

c o n t in u a l p re s s u re  o n  N e w  Y o rk  C ity  

p o lit ic ia n s  to  s e ll o u t a n d  p la y  b a ll w ith  

th e  p e rm a n e n t g o v e rn m e n t o f  b a n k e rs  

a n d  re a l e s ta te  d e v e lo p e rs . M a rg a r ita  

L 6 p e z , h o w e v e r, h a s  n o t m in c e d  w o rd s  

in  s u c h  a  w a y  a s  to  m a k e  s u c h  a  b e tra y ­

a l e a s y  fo r h e rs e lf . W e  d o  n o t c la im  a n y  

re v o lu t io n a ry  E .S .P . th a t c a n  p re d ic t 

w h a t C o u n c il M e m b e r L 6 p e z  w il l d o .

W h ile  M a rg a r ita  L 6 p e z  d id  p la y  a  

ro le  in  g e ttin g  A d a m  P u rp le ’s  G a rd e n  o f 

E d e n  d e s tro y e d  b y  th e  c ity  in  1 9 8 5 , a n d  

s h e  a lle g e d ly  re fe re d  to  th e  d e s tro y e d  

c o m m u n ity  g a rd e n s  o n  th e  L o w e r E a s t 

S id e  a s  "p r iv a te  s p a c e s ," n o w  th a t s h e  

h a s  b e e n  p u t in to  a  p o s it io n  o f  p o w e r  

b y  th o s e  w h o  a re  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t th e  

g a rd e n s  a n d  th e  im m in e n t e v ic t io n  o f  

A d a m  P u rp le  fro m  1 8 4  F o rs y th e  S tre e t ,  

w e  h o p e  th a t M a rg a r ita  w il l p ro v e  to  b e  

a  w o m a n  o f  h e r w o rd .

W e  w il l c o n t in u e  to  w a tc h  M a rg a r ­

ita ’s  a c t io n s  w ith  a n  o b s e rv a n t b u t a ls o  

s y m p a th e t ic  a n d  e n c o u ra g in g  e y e , h a p ­

p y , a lo n g  w ith  th e  re s t o f  o u r c o m m u n ­

ity , th a t o u r n e ig h b o rh o o d  is  n o w  re p re ­

s e n te d  in  th e  C ity  C o u n c il b y  a  d e c e n t 

h u m a n  b e in g .

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  P O S T M A R K
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G A R D E N  P L O T ...

CAPOCCIA ON THE RUN

w h e re  h e tr ie d  to  c a ll fo r h e lp  o n  h is  

c e ll p h on e . H e c a lle d  p o lic e , b u t th e y  

w o u ld n ’t re s p o n d . A fte r a  w h ile , o n e  o f 

C a p o cc ia ’s c o n s tru c tio n  w o rk e rs  a rriv e d . 

T h e  th u g  a c te d  to u g h  a s h e  e s c o rte d  

C a p o c c ia  to  a  c a r in  w h ic h  h e m a d e h is  

e s c a p e .

G A R D E N E R  A R R E S T E D  F O R  

R E T R IE V IN G  S U R V IV IN G  F L O W E R S

O n F e b ru a ry  2 3 , A g i G ro ff, o n e o f 

th e  k e y g a rd e n e rs  o f th e  M e nd e z M u ra l 

G a rd en , w a s a rre s te d  a n d  c h a rg e d w ith  

"c r im ina l tre s p a s s ," b a s e d o n  a  c o m ­

p la in t file d  b y D o n a ld C a p o c c ia . G ro ff 

w a s a c c u s e d  o f h a v in g  tr ied  to  re s c u e  

s o m e tu lip s , ir is e s a n d  c ro c u s es  fro m  th e  

ru in s  o f th e  M e nd e z  G a rd e n th a t h a d  

s u rv ive d th e  D e c e m b e r 3 0  b u lld o z in g  

a n d  w h ic h  w e re b e g in n in g to  s p ro u t.

A  fe w  d a y s la te r, a  C o m m u n ity  

A ffa irs  o ffice r fro m  th e N in th  P re c in c t 

c a lle d  G ro ff to  c o n v e y w h a t c o u ld  b e  

fa irly  d e sc rib ed  a s a th re a t fro m  C a po c ­

c ia . C a p o c c ia , u p s e t a b o u t th e  p ick e ting  

o u ts id e  h is  a p a rtm e n t in  re s p o n s e to  h is  

d e c is io n  to  h a v e G ro ff a rre s te d , w a n ted  

G ro ff to  s ig n  a n  a g re e m e n t th a t "s h e  

w o n ’t h a ra s s h im  a n y m o re ," o r h e  

w o u ld  h a v e h e r c h a rg e d w ith  "a g g ra v a ­

te d  h a ra s s m e n t."

G ro ff re s po n d e d  th a t s h e h a d  d o ne  

n o th in g  to  h a ra s s C a p o c c ia , a n d  th a t it 

is  n o t w ith in  h e r p o w e r to  s to p  th e  p ic k ­

e tin g , w h ic h  is  in  a n y c a s e le g a lly  p ro ­

te c ted  F irs t A m e nd m en t a c tiv ity .

C A P O C C IA  C R E W  IN  D E E P  S H IT

O V E R  C A R E L E S S  E X C A V A T IO N

O n M a rc h  4 , w h ile  d ig g in g  a n d  la y in g  

a  fo u n d a tio n  fo r p a rt o f th e ir D e l E s te  

V illa g e  c o n do m in iu m  p ro je c t in  a  lo t a t 

th e  c o rn e r o f E a s t 1 1 th  S tre e t a n d  A v e ­

n u e B , a  c o n s tru c tio n  c re w  w o rk in g  fo r 

D o na ld  C a p o c c ia  u n d e rm in e d th e fo u n ­

d a tio n  o f th e  a d jac e n t b u ild in g a t 1 8 2  

A v e n u e B  w ith  a  la rg e b a c k h o e , c a u s ­

in g  s e v e re  c ra c k s  a n d  o th e r s tru c tu ra l 

d a m a g e .

A t a b o u t 1 1 :0 0 a m , te n a n ts w e re  to ld  

to  le a v e th e ir b u ild in g  b y C a p o c c ia ’s  

c o ns truc tion  c re w , n o t b y p o lic e  o r c ity  

o ffic ia ls . R e p re s e n ta tiv es  o f th e  m a y o r’s  

O ffice  o f E m e rge n c y M a n a g e m e n t 

(O E M ) a rriv in g  o n  th e  s c e n e to ld  th e  

te n an ts  th a t th e y w o u ld  h a v e to  w a it 

tw o  w e e k s fo r a  d e c is io n  fro m  th e c ity  

b e fo re  b e in g  a llo w e d  to  re tu rn . T h e  

w h o le  a re a  w a s im m e d ia te ly c o rd o n e d  

o ff a n d  s u p p o rt b e a m s w e re  u s e d to  

s h o re  u p  th e  b u ild in g , b u t th e  d a m a g e  

h a d  a lrea d y b e en  d o n e . T h e n e x t d a y , 

te n a n ts , e s c o rte d b y c o p s o n e a t a tim e , 

w e re  a b le  to  re trie v e  s o m e o f th e ir b e ­

lo n g in g s .

P a g e  4
A  S H A D O W  s o u rc e  c lo s e to  th e  

la n d lo rd  a n d  te n a n ts o f 1 8 2  A v e n u e B  

re v e a le d  to  th e  S H A D O W  th a t C a p o c ­

c ia ’s c o n s tru c tio n /d e s tru c tio n  c re w , w h ile  

d ig g in g  a  tre n ch  to  fill w ith  c e m e n t fo r a  

fo u n d a tio n , o n ly  u s e d  s u p po rts  a lo n g ­

s id e th e  re a r y a rd  o f 1 8 2 . B u t n o  s u p ­

p o rts  w e re u s e d a s th e  fo u n d a tio n  

tre n c h  w a s d u g  o u t b y a la rg e b a c k h o e  

a lo ng s id e  1 8 2  A v e n u e B ’s s o u th  w a ll. 

A p p a re n tly , th e  b a c k h o e h it th e  b u ild ­

in g ’s s to n e m o rta r. In  a d d itio n , th e  

S H A D O W  h a s le a rn e d  th a t a fte r u n de r­

m in in g  th e  s tru c tu ra l in teg rity  o f th e  

s o u th  w a ll o f th e  b u ild in g , C a p o c c ia ’s  

c re w  c o n tin u e d  d ig g in g  p a s t th e p ro p e r­

ty  lin e  in to  th e  s id ew a lk  a rea .

It h a s  a ls o  c o m e to  lig h t th a t C a po c ­

c ia ’s  c re w  w a s w o rk in g  w ith o u t p o s tin g  a  

c ity - is s u e d w o rk  p e rm it o n  th e  s ite , a s  

re q u ire d  b y la w , n o r h a d  C a p o c c ia ’s  

c re w  p o s ted  w o rk  p e rm its  a t a n y o f th e  

o th e r D e l E s te  V illa g e  s ite s  a t w h ic h  

th e y  a re  w o rk ing . In  a d d itio n , a c c o rd in g  

to  a  S H A D O W  s o u rc e , C a p o cc ia ’s  c re w  

d o e s n o t h a v e p e rm its  fo r th e  e q u ip ­

m e n t th e y a re  u s in g  a t th e  s ite s , s u c h  a s  

p ile  d riv e rs .

D e s p ite  C a p o c c ia ’s  c re w  s h o rin g  u p  

th e  s o u th  w a ll o f 1 8 2  A v e nu e  B  a fte r 

th e  fa c t, th e  S H A D O W ’S m a n o n  th e  

s c e n e s a y s " it’s  n o  g o o d ." T h e s o u rc e  

to ld  th e  S H A D O W  th a t s u p p o rts  h a v e  

b e e n in s ta lle d  in  th e  b a s e m e n t a n d firs t 

f lo o rs  o f 1 8 2  A v e n u e B , b u t re p o rts th a t 

w a lls  a re  s e p a ra tin g  fro m , th e  flo o rs  in ­

s id e  a n d  o u t, a n d  n e w  c ra c k s  a re  d e v e l­

o p ing . A  te n a n t in  th e  b u ild in g  to ld  th e  

m e d ia  th a t b e fo re  C a p o c c ia ’s c re w  d a m ­

a g e d h e r b u ild in g o n  M a rc h  4 , s h e h a d  

n o tic e d p la s te r fa llin g  fo r s e v e ra l d a y s  

a s C a p o c c ia ’s b a c k h o e  d u g  a w a y n e x t 

d o o r.

A  b u ild in g c o n tra c to r c o n s u lte d  b y  

th e  S H A D O W  e x p la in e d th a t th e  b u ild ­

in g ’s  jo is ts  c o u ld  b e re in fo rc e d w ith  s u p ­

p o rts , flo o r b y  flo o r, fro m  th e  g ro un d  

flo o r u p , a n d th e n th e b ric k  w a ll c o u ld  

b e re b u ilt, " if a n y o n e w a s re a lly  in te r­

e s te d  in  s a v ing  it."

A fte r re fu s ing  to  re tu rn  te le ph o n e  

c a lls  b y  th e  m e d ia , B F C  A s s o c ia te s , C a ­

p o c c ia ’s c o n s tru c tio n  c o m p a n y , h a s s in ce  

is s u e d a  p re s s re le a s e  in  w h ic h  th e y  

c la im  th a t th e  o w n e r o f 1 8 2  A v e n u e B  

w a s re s p o n s ib le  fo r th e  d a m a g e , s in c e , 

a c c o rd in g  to  B F C ’s in te rp re ta tio n o f th e  

c ity .’s  re g u la tio n s , th e y  d idn ’t d ig  lo w e r 

th a n  8  fe e t. A p p a re n tly , c ity  in s pe c to rs  

d o  n o t a g re e . A  "S to p W o rk " o rd e r 

p os ted  a t th e  1 1 th  S tre e t a n d  A v e nu e  B  

w o rk  s ite  b y th e D e p a rtm e n t o f B u ild ­

in g s re a d s : "F a ilu re  to  p ro te c t a d jo in in g  

s tru c tu re  d u rin g  d e m o litio n ."

A s  o f M a rc h 1 2 , th e  S H A D O W  h a s  

le a rn e d  th a t 1 8 2  A v e n u e B  la n d lo rd  S y  

B e rna rd i p la n s to  s u e C a p o c c ia  a n d  

B F C  c o n s tru c tio n fo r d a m a g in g  h is  

b u ild in g  a n d fo rc in g  h is  te n a n ts  to  e v a c

CAPOCCIA’S BACK HOE RESTS AT SOUTH WALL OF 182 AVENUE B, 

JUST AFTER CAUSING STRUCTURAL DAMAGE

u a te . T h e  te n a n ts  a re  s till w a itin g  fo r 

w o rd  fro m  th e  c ity  a s to  w h e th e r th e y  

w ill b e a llo w e d to  re tu rn  to  th e ir a p a rt­

m e n ts . M e a n w h ile , th e y h a v e o rg an iz e d  

a n d  h a v e re ta in e d  a n  a tto rne y . T h e y  

p la n  to  s u e C a p o c c ia , B F C , th e  la nd ­

lo rd , a n d p o s s ib ly  th e  c ity  a s w e ll. A t 

p re s s tim e , th e  c ity  h a s n o t y e t a n ­

n o un c e d  a  d e c is io n  o n  w h e the r to  d e ­

m o lis h  o r h a v e 1 8 2 A v e n u e B  re p a ire d .

T h e  S H A D O W  h a s le a rn e d  th a t b e ­

fo re  g e ttin g  h is  b u ild in g h it b y C a p o c ­

c ia ’s c re w , B e rn a rd i h a d b e en  try ing  fo r 

y e a rs to  s e ll it, w ith o u t s u c c e s s . N o w , a c ­

c o rd in g  to  s o m e o b s e rv e rs , it lo o k s a s  

th o u g h C a p o c c ia  h a s  ju s t b o ug h t h im s e lf 

a  b u ild in g -th e  h a rd  w a y .

M e an w h ile , fu rth e r e a s t o n  E le v e n th  

S tre e t, a  h a lf b lo c k fro m  th e  s c e n e o f 

C a p o c c ia ’s la te s t m is de e d , a h u g e p ile  

d r iv e r s its  id le  in  a  v a c a n t lo t, th e  re ­

m a ins  o f th e  T o y G a rd e n , d e s tro y e d  b y  

C a p o c c ia ’s c re w  o n  D e c em b e r 3 0 . A  

w o m a n  liv in g  n e x t d o o r to  th e  lo t w ith  

h e r y o u n g  c h ild re n  to ld  th e  S H A D O W  

th a t th e  p ile  d riv in g  b y C a p o c c ia ’s c re w  

h a s  c a u se d  h e r b u ild in g to  s h a k e  v io ­

le n tly . " It ’s lik e  a n  e a rth q u a k e ," s h e  s a id . 

H e r fe a r is  th a t C a p o c c ia  w ill c a u s e  

d a m a g e to  h e r b u ild in g , a s h e  d id  to  1 8 2  

A v e n u e B . A n o th e r o b s e rv e r o f th e  p ile  

d r iv in g  w o n d e re d  a lo u d  if C a p o c c ia  is n ’t 

p u rp o se ly  try in g  to  u n d e rm in e  a n d  

c a u s e th e  c o lla p s e  o f b u ild in gs  a d jo in in g  

th e  g a rd e n lo ts  h e  a c q u ire d  s o  th a t h e  

c o u ld  h a v e e v e n m o re la n d to  b u ild  o n .

In  re s p on s e to  th e  d a m a g e to  1 8 2  

A v e nu e  B , te n a n ts  o f b u ild in g s  n e x t to  

th e  tw o  lo ts  o n  E a s t 1 1 th  S tre e t a c ­

q u ired  b y C a p o c c ia  fo r th e D e l E s te

MENDEZ GARDEN DESTRUCTION COMPLETED

V illa g e p ro je c t h a v e o rg a n iz e d  fo r th e ir 

p ro te c tio n  a g a in s t p o s s ib le  fu tu re  p ro b ­

le m s c a u se d  b y C a p o c c ia ’s  c re w s .

L u c k ily  fo r a re a re s id e n ts , O E M  d ir­

e c to r J e rry  H a u e r a n n o u n c e d th a t th e  

c ity  is  h a ltin g  a n y m o re  w o rk  b y C a p o c ­

c ia  a n d B F C  a t a ll c o n s tru c tio n  s ite s fo r 

th e  D e l E s te  V illa g e  y u p p ie  c o n d o p ro ­

je c t, p e n d in g  fu rth e r in ve s tiga tion .

C A P O C C IA  S U E S  T O  S IL E N C E  

G A R D E N  A C T IV IS T S

O n M a rc h  4 , a s h e  m o n ito re d  th e  

s itu a tio n  a t 1 8 2  A v e n u e B  w ith  h is  

n e igh b o rs , g a rd e n  a c tiv is t T o dd  E d e l- 

m a n  w a s s e rv e d  w ith  a  s u m m o n s b y  a n  

a g e n t fo r D o n a ld  C a p o c c ia . E d e le m a n  

d is c o v e re d  th a t th e  p la in tiffs , D o n a ld  

C a p o c c ia  a n d B F C & R  E a s t 1 1 th  S tree t, 

L L C  (C a p o c c ia ’s c o n s tru c tio n  c o m ­

p a n y ’s le ga l e n tity  c re a te d  s p e c ific a lly  

fo r th e  D e l E s te  V illa g e p ro je c t), a re  

s u in g  E d e lm a n a n d th ree  o th e r a c tiv is ts  

fo r $ 2  m illio n  e a c h , a lle g in g  "d e fa m a­

tio n ," " to rtio u s  in te rfe re n c e w ith  c o n ­

tra c t," "a s s a u lt a n d b a tte ry ," a n d  "h a ra s s ­

m e n t." T h e  s u it s e e k s $ 1 m illio n  in  c o m ­

p e n s a to ry  d a m a g e s a n d $ 1 m illion  in  

p u n itiv e  d a m a g e s , p lus  in te re s t. A p p a r­

e n tly , E d e lm a n ’s n a m e w a s o b ta in e d  b y  

C a p o c c ia  th rou g h  p res s  re le a s e s is s u e d  

b y  E d e lm an  c o n c e rn in g  th e  d e m o litio n  

o f c o m m u n ity  g a rd e n s b y C a p oc c ia  a n d  

th ro u g h E d e lm a n ’s n u m e rou s  a p p e a r­

a n c e s o n  lo c a l te lev is io n . O n e o f th e  

d e fen d an ts  in  C a p o c c ia ’s  s u it is  d e ­

s c ribe d  a s "J o h n  D o e 1 -10 ," a p p a re n tly  

to  a llow  C a p o c c ia to  a d d  d e fe n d a n ts  a s  

h e  d e s ire s . A s  o f p re s s tim e , C a p o c c ia  

h a s fa ile d  to  s e rv e  a n y o th e r d e fe n da n ts ,  

in c lu d in g  "J o h n D o e 1 -1 0 ."

In  th e  o p in io n  o f o n e o f th e  

S H A D O W ’S a tto rne y s a n d le g a l a d ­

v is o rs , C a p o c c ia  h a s s h o t h im s e lf in  th e  

fo o t. A c tiv is t a tto rn e y S ta n le y C o h e n , 

w h e n to ld  o f C a p o c c ia ’s  s u it a g a ins t g a r- 

1 d e n  a c tiv is ts , to ld  th e S H A D O W : "C a ­

p o cc ia  c a n re a d  th is  a n y  w a y h e  w a n ts  

to , b u t th e  firs t b e s t d e fen s e  th a t p re ­

v a ils  u n iv e rs a lly  is  th e  truth! C a p o c c ia , 

b e c au s e  h e h a s s y s te m a tic a lly  in s in u a te d  

h im s e lf in to  th e  h o u s in g  c o n tro v e rs y o n  

th e  L o w er E a s t S id e , m a k in g  p o lit ic a l 

c o n tac ts  a n d  s h a p in g  e v e n ts , m u s t b e  

c on s id e re d  a p u b lic  fig u re  a n d a s s u c h , 

th e re  is  a  m u c h h ig h e r b u rd e n  o f p ro o f 

o n  h is  p a rt." S ta n le y C o h e n ’s le ga l a d ­

v ic e  fo r C a p o c c ia ? "Grow up!"

If C a p o c c ia ’s p u rp o s e in  filin g  s u it 

a g a in s t a  fe w  o f th e  m a n y p e o p le  o p ­

p o s e d to  h is  a c tiv it ie s  o n  th e  L o w e r 

E a s t S id e  is  to  fr igh te n  th e m  a n d  o th e rs  

in to  s ile n c e  a n d s u b m is s io n , h e h a s  

fa ile d . A n o th e r S H A D O W  le g a l a d v is o r 

s a y s th a t w ith  h is  s u it, C a p o c c ia  h a s n o w  

o p e ne d h im s e lf u p  to  fu rth e r s c ru tin y . 

T h e d e fe n d a n ts  w ill b e  a b le  to  file  d is -
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ADAM PURPLE’S LAST STANDPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

By C hris F lash

Adam Purp le , the legendary Low er 

East S ide artis t best know n for creating 

The Garden of Eden, a w orld-fam ous 

"Eartw ork," has been liv ing w ithout gas, 

e lectric ity or runn ing w ater for 17 years. 

N ow he is be ing threatened w ith evic­

tion from  his hom e of 26 years.

O n February 24, 1972, Adam m oved 

to 184 Forsyth S treet as a tenant, and 

la ter becam e the bu ild ing superin ten- 

dant for land lord Sol Janklow itz o f Ber- 

m ike R ealty in B rooklyn. W hen Janklo­

w itz abandoned the bu ild ing in N ovem ­

ber o f 1976, Adam  and the bu ild ing ’s 

residents took over and kept the fur­

nace runn ing. In February 1981, in an 

e ffort to get pa id for u tilities, C on Edi­

son asked the c ity w ho ow ned the bu ild­

ing. Accord ing to the Inner C ity L ight 

new spaper, C on Ed w as to ld the "Pur­

p le People" ow ned it, even though the 

C ity o f N ew York had taken the bu ild ­

ing in an "In-R em " foreclosure. As the 

land lord , the c ity is responsib le for pro­

v id ing e lectric ity for ha ll lights and the 

furnace, but it has re fused. C on Ed then 

cut o ff a ll u tilities to 184 Forsyth . Soon, 

the w ater p ipes froze and burst, and the 

w ater had to be cut o ff. Adam  says that 

the tenants tried to get he lp from  vari­

ous c ity agencies, but "w e got the run­

around." The tenants then m oved out 

one by one, until fina lly , on ly Adam  w as 

le ft.

In Ju ly 1980, the city began b illing  

Adam $2,400 per m onth for rent as 

"John Peter Zenger II". The b ills  

stopped in August o f 1992 w hen a re­

porter asked the c ity w hy they w ere 

charg ing rent w hile provid ing no ser­

v ices a t 184 Forsyth . By then, the to ta l 

rent charge had reached $352,706.

A t the tim e Adam m oved to 184 

Forsyth , the c ity w as facing bankrupcy. 

W ith the econom y in a deep recession, 

insurance com panies and banks "red- 

lined" certain ne ighborhoods, m aking it 

im possib le for sm all land lords to keep 

the ir bu ild ings. Som e land lords w ho 

w ere insured torched the ir bu ild ings to  

cash out, w h ile o thers s im ply w alked 

aw ay. A t the sam e tim e, crim e increased 

as heroin flooded the Low er East S ide, 

fu rther fue ling the cycle o f arson, aban­

donm ent, and "w hite flight" (the m iddle 

c lass m oving from  the city to suburbs). 

Throughout the 1970s, the C ity o f N ew  

York am assed a huge portfo lio o f real 

estate . Instead o f repairing the ir housing 

stock, bu ild ings that w ere unsafe or 

burned out w ere e ither sea led or s im ply 

dem olished.

A round 1974, Adam , w atch ing kids 

a t p lay in a rubb le-strew n p it w here tw o 

bu ild ings had stood on E ldridge S treet, 

decided that a garden w ould better 

serve h is com m unity. By the tim e he 

and h is ne ighbors fin ished creating a 

garden, the c ity had taken dow n m ore 

ad jacent bu ild ings, and the garden ex­

panded in to those lo ts as w ell. A t its  

peak, The Garden of Eden, w ith a large 

double y in-yang center, encom passed 

five lo ts, had 45 fru it and nut trees, 

a ttracted touris ts from  a ll over the 

w orld and w as featured in National 

Geographic m agazine (Sept. 1984).

By 1985, Adam says, the c ity con­

sidered The Garden of Eden a threat: 

"They cou ldn’t just say ‘go aw ay,’ so

ABC N o R io now  has a trem endous opportun ity . The C ity o f N ew York has 

o ffered to se ll us the four-story bu ild ing w e occupy at 156 R iv ington S treet fo r 

one do lla r if w e can ra ise the m oney to renovate and m ainta in it.

F ina lly , w e can create a secure hom e for the program s and events that 

m ake ABC N o R io special and expand the sca le and scope of our activ ities.

W e envis ion a m ulti-use com m unity arts center-an open and accessib le 

resource for artis ts, activ is ts, and youth. O ur p lans for the s ite inc lude a photo
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they found a H U D pro ject and got a ll 

the loca l poverty p im ps to  jum p up and 

dow n and say *w e need housing, w e 

don’t need flow ers.’ They d iv ide the 

com m unity, conquer it, and everybody 

loses.” A  transcrip t o f testim ony in an 

August 22, 1985 U S D istric t C ourt hear­

ing provided to the SH AD O W  by Adam  

revea ls fa lse and contrad ictory testi­

m ony by "housing organ izers," inc lud ing 

M argarita Lopez, now city councilm em - 

ber representing part o f the Lower East 

S ide. A t the tim e, Lopez sa id: "our peo­

p le don’t go there ...that garden never 

w as put together in a w ay that inc luded 

our ch ild ren..." The purpose o f th is testi­

m ony w as to support the fa lse c la im

that Adam  had created a priva te gar­

den, unavailab le to the com m unity. O ne 

poverty p im p rem arked "W ell, it m ay be 

art, but h is canvas is too b ig .”

O n January 8, 1986, The Garden of 

Eden w as destroyed to m ake w ay for 

the "In fil” housing project, that Adam  

says w as chosen for the site o f the gar­

den "because the garden w as there. It 

w as de libera tely used by the c ity to  

sm ash som eth ing they found offensive."

Adam  says "I ca ll the garden a psy­

ch ic booby trap. W ho gets caught in a 

psych ic booby trap, except a psych ic 

booby? They destroyed the garden but 

they got caught, and now they have to

See AD AM PU R PLE O n Page 22

O VER TH E YEAR *, ABC N O R lO H AS  

PR O VID EP/N O T O N LV AR T, BU T M AN y 
O TH ER SER VIC ES TO TH E C O M M U N ITy.l
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PLAN *

darkroom , a s ilk-screen prin ting facility , a sm all press resource center, 

expanded space for art, m usic, and perform ance activ ity , and office and 

m eeting space for ABC N o R io and other com m unity organ izations.

To accom plish th is, ABC N o R io m ust ra ise over $130,000. Th is is far m ore 

than w e have ever ra ised before. A  fundra is ing effort to reach our target has 

begun. W e need your he lp to m eet th is cha llenge. P lease send donations to  

ABC N o R io, 156 R iv ington S treet, N ew  York, N Y 10009. P lease w rite or ca ll 

212-254-3697for m ore in form ation about our p lans and proposal.
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TENANTS FIGHT RENTONMLKJIHGFEDCBA 
DEPOSIT REQUIREMENT

B y S teven W ishn ia

EVICTED BRONX HOMESTEADERS 
RETAKE THEIR BUILDING

B y M anny G o ldste in &  N ancy D rew

In  the e ight m onths s ince N ew  

Y ork ’s ru ling tro ika w eakened the 

s ta te ’s ren t-con tro l law s last year, tenan t 

g roups have focused on figh ting the new  

requirem ent tha t tenan ts  sued fo r no t 

pay ing ren t m ust deposit the rent in to  

court-o r lose the righ t to  contest the ir 

ev ic tion .

The law , w h ich a ffects a ll o f the over 

300 ,000 cases filed in the c ity ’s H ousing 

C ourt each year, w ent in to e ffect O ct.

20 . Tenant law yers, ca lling it "m andato ry 

ev ic tion," challenged it im m ed ia te ly , and 

have w on favorable ru lings in severa l 

cases. In D ecem ber, S ta te S uprem e 

C ourt Judge E m ily Jane G oodm an 

issued an em ergency o rder ha lting its  

en forcem ent, bu t the P atak i adm in is tra­

tion appea led it, m ean ing the law re­

m a ins in e ffect. G overnor P a tak i and 

land lo rd groups w ere a lso ab le to ge t 

the case sw itched to  a d ifferent judge .

Land lord groups pushed hard fo r 

m andatory deposits last year, and go t 

them  qu ie tly s lipped in to the P atak i- 

B runo-S ilve r dea l to preserve the ren t 

law s w h ile its de ta ils w ere be ing w orked 

ou t. In the w eeks lead ing up to the June 

15 dea l, the issue rece ived re la tive ly 

little no tice from  tenants , w ho w ere 

m a in ly w orried about w hether the 

s ta te ’s en tire system  o f tenan t p ro tec­

tions w ould surv ive . It a lso go t little  

a tten tion in the m a instream  m edia , 

w h ich genera lly dealt w ith rent deposits 

as a perfectly reasonab le  w ay fo r land­

lo rds to dea l w ith the a lleged m u ltitudes 

o f tenants w ho w ere supposed ly scam - 

m ing the system  by stre tch ing ou t ev ic­

tion proceed ings as long as they poss ib ly  

cou ld.

"E ven the landlo rds ’ ow n research 

underm ines these c la im s," charges Legal 

A id law yer Jud ith G o ldiner, c iting a 

1995 study com m iss ioned by the R ent 

S tab iliza tion A ssoc ia tion tha t found that 

over 50%  o f H ousing  C ourt cases are 

reso lved w ith in tw o m onths.

The law  con tains tw o m ain p rov i­

s ions. O ne section sta tes tha t H ousing  

C ourt judges can no longer s ign an "o r­

der to  show cause" to p reven t a sche­

du led ev ic tion un less the tenan t e ither 

pays the land lord the fu ll am ount o f the 

judgm ent o r deposits the am ount in to 

court w ith in five days. Th is  cou ld  a ffect 

as m any as 150 ,000 people a year w ho 

ask judges to g rant b rie f s tays o f ev ic­

tion on the grounds tha t they e ither 

don ’t ow e the m oney o r need a few  

m ore days to  ge t it together.

The o ther p rov is ion requ ires judges 

to o rder tenants ev ic ted w hen a case is 

m ore than 30 days o ld o r has been ad­

journed tw ice , un less the tenant can de­

pos it in to court the am ount c la im ed by 

the land lo rd a fte r the case begins.

"Tenants w hose incom e has been in ­

te rrup ted fo r any reason , o r w ho are be­

ing charged an illega l ren t tha t they can­

no t a fford , face prom pt ev ic tion under 

th is law , w ith no chance to p resen t de­

fenses such as hazardous conditions in  

the apartm ent," says K enny S chaeffe r o f 

the M etropo litan C ouncil on H ousing. 

H e estim ates tha t these tw o prov is ions 

w ill lead to as m any as 40 ,000 o r 50 ,000 

add itiona l fam ilies be ing ev ic ted every 

year.

O ne o f the tenan ts in the su it, Luz 

R osa rio , c la im s tha t she pa id a ll o f her 

ren t w ith m oney orders . H er land lord  

d ispu tes th is , and s ince it generally takes 

m ore than 30 days to trace m oney o r­

ders , she w as no t ready fo r tria l w ith in  

30 days.

In an earlie r case , C iv il C ourt Judge  

P h ilip S tran iere o f S ta ten Is land ru led  

last N ovem ber tha t the ban on orders to

show cause w as unconstitu tiona l, say ing 

tha t it v io la tes "the inheren t au thority  o f 

the C ourt" to p reven t ev ic tions in the 

in terests o f jus tice , as w e ll as in fring ing 

tenants ’ righ ts to  due process and equa l 

p ro tection under the law .

The tenant in tha t case , A tanya  

Jones, had w orked ou t an insta llm ent 

p lan w ith  her land lord and a lready pa id 

over $2 ,500 in back ren t she ow ed, bu t 

had m issed a $400 paym ent due on O c­

tober 20 . The land lord ob tained an ev ic ­

tion w arrant the next day.

Judge S tran ie re ru led tha t no t be ing  

a llow ed to issue an o rder to show cause 

w ou ld "result in the tenan t be ing ev ic ted 

from  the apartm ent and deprived o f 

tha t p roperty righ t w ithou t a hearing ." 

H ow ever, h is dec is ion is no t b ind ing on 

o ther judges un less it is uphe ld by a 

s ta te appea ls court.

Judge S tranie re’s dec is ion fo llow ed 

a rgum ents m ade by tenant law yers, w ho 

charged tha t the new law m akes 

tenan ts’ righ t to  a hearing in court 

sub ject to  the ir ab ility to  com e up w ith  

w hat the land lo rd c la im s they ow e, even 

if it is m ore than w hat they actua lly  

ow e.

M andatory deposits , a rgued Jud ith  

G o ld iner last fa ll in the New York Law 

Journal, "w ill d ram atica lly increase 

hom elessness in the c ity ." They w ould  

particu la rly a fflic t w e lfare rec ip ien ts , 

w ho can apply fo r an extra housing a l­

low ance from  the sta te D epartm ent o f 

S oc ial S erv ices if the ir rent is over $286 

a m onth.

"The court has no pow er to  issue a 

s tay even w here rent a rrears can be ob­

ta ined from  D S S , o r w here a tenan t has 

a legitim ate excuse, such as hosp ita liza­

tion, m enta l illness, unpa id ch ild  sup­

port, o r even hav ing pa id the judgm ent 

a fter the w arran t w as issued," she w rote . 

"E ven if D S S pays the ren t, bu t does so 

a fter the ev ic tion w arrant has been 

issued, the court cannot s tay the fam ily ’s 

ev ic tion ."

Tenants sued in H ousing C ourt a re 

overw helm ing ly poor o r w orking-c lass, 

vu lnerab le to tem porary loss o f incom e 

due to  a layo ff, illness, o r a dea th in the 

fam ily . A n early 1990s survey found that 

47%  had incom es be low  $10,000 per 

year, and 82%  m ade less than $25,000 . 

In  H ousing C ourt cases, over 90%  o f 

tenants a re no t represen ted by law yers, 

w h ile m ore than 90%  o f land lo rds are .

A  long-established  urban hom estead 

a t 672-674 E ast 136 th S treet in the 

M ott H aven section o f the S outh B ronx 

w as ev ic ted a t m idday on F riday 

D ecem ber 5 by up to 300 rio t po lice , 

som e arm ed w ith m ach ine guns. F ive 

res iden ts w ere arrested on trespass ing 

and o ther m isdem eanor charges, inc lud­

ing a jou rna list w ho w as on the scene .

The bu ild ing  w as served w ith a va­

ca te o rder tw o w eeks earlie r. The  

hom esteaders, dec la ring tha t the order 

w as illegal, im m ed ia te ly hung the ir 

bu ild ing  w ith banners reading : "H P D , 

H A N D S O FF O U R H O M ES A N D  

O U R L IV E S ", "W E D E M A N D D U E  

P R O C E S S O F LA W ,” "S O M O S  

D U E N O S D E N U E S TR O E D IF IC IO  

(W E O W N O U R B U ILD IN G )" and 

"P A R E N E L D E SA LO JO  (S TO P TH E  

E V IC TIO N )."

The res iden ts a lso sought, bu t fa iled  

to  ob ta in , an in junction in court aga inst 

the ev ic tion . The case is s till pend ing , 

bu t the bu ild ing  has been sea led up by 

the c ity and m ay face dem olition .

O n Thursday N ovem ber 20 , th ree  

N Y P D patro l cars , th ree fire trucks and 

severa l vehic les from  H ousing P reserva­

tion &  D evelopm ent (H PD ) and the 

M ayor’s O ffice o f E m ergency M anage­

m ent (O E M ) arrived a t the bu ild ing  

w ith the vacate order, and w ere appar­

en tly p repared to  com m ence ev ictions. 

B u t TV  new s cam era crew s show ed up , 

and the au thorities  jus t posted the va­

ca te o rder on the bu ild ing ’s exte rio r w a ll 

and le ft.

The H P D bureaucra ts sa id the use o f 

ke rosene and propane hea ters by bu ild ­

ing occupants p resen ted a fire hazard . 

The hom esteaders coun te red tha t the 

fam ily tha t had used the hea ters had a l­

ready m oved from  the bu ild ing, and 

there  w ere now no fire  hazards.

672-674 E ast 136 th S treet has no 

land lord , and the tenan ts  say they have 

been the lega l ow ners o f the bu ild ing  

s ince the early 1980s, under the doctrine 

o f adverse possess ion .

O n D ecem ber 5 , po lice re tu rned in  

fo rce fo r a param ilita ry-s ty le ev ic tion 

ra id  on the bu ild ing. R esiden ts w ere  

fo rced to knee l a t gunpo in t as the ir 

room s w ere searched. R esiden ts’ dogs 

w ere con fisca ted , and som e pe t ca ts a re 

s till m iss ing . B e longings, inc luding books 

and com puters , w ere hauled aw ay and 
taken to a w arehouse in Q ueens. A u­

thorities say the possess ions w ill no t be 

re tu rned w ithou t "p roo f o f ow nersh ip ." 

A ll five o f those arrested w ere pu t 

th rough the system  and he ld overn igh t. 

A ccess to and from  the housing p ro jects 

across C ypress A venue from  the hom e­

stead w as cu t o ff by the po lice, w ho 

b roke in to the au to repa ir shop across 

136 th S tree t and searched fo r w eapons.

The S ta te S uprem e C ourt is se t to  

hear the hom esteaders ’ c la im  tha t the  

vaca te o rder v io la ted due process. They 

say tha t the ev ic tion am ounted to an il­

legal con fisca tion o f their p roperty .

W h ile aw a iting the resu lt o f the ir 

appea l aga inst H P D , the hom esteaders  

re -occup ied the ir bu ild ing , w here the ir 

lives go on as be fo re , w ith the exception 

o f liv ing in a partia lly sealed bu ild ing.

672-674 E ast 136 th S treet is ad jacen t 

to the P ort M orris Industria l A rea and  

w ith in the S outh B ronx ’s O rw ellian - 

nam ed E conom ic E m pow erm ent Zone- 

a dom estic vers ion o f the th ird -w orld  

-F ree T rade Zones, w here corporations  

can exp lo it loca l labor w ith no burden­

som e taxes, un ions o r env ironm enta l 

regula tions. The B ronx E E Z is be ing  

eyed fo r deve lopm ent by the New York 

Post and w aste d isposal in terests . The  

672-674 E ast 136 th S treet res iden ts  

suspect tha t the G iu lian i adm in is tra tion  

w ants the ir bu ild ing destroyed to m ake 

w ay fo r new industria l rea l esta te 

developm ent.

A no ther facto r to  cons ider is tha t the 

hom esteaders a re v igorous com m un ity 

activ is ts . The C herry T ree A ssoc ia tion , 

based a t the hom estead , m anages s ix  

gardens in the ne ighborhood , inc lud ing 

one ad jacen t to the bu ild ing, jus t under 

the B ruckner E xpressw ay. The C herry  

T ree A ssoc ia tion is the princ ipal B ronx 

con tact fo r the N ew Y ork C ity C oalition  

fo r the P reserva tion o f G ardens. M any 

res iden ts a re a lso invo lved in a M aya 

Ind ian-based sp iritua l o rgan iza tion , C asa 

de l S o l.

A t the tim e o f the vaca te o rder, 

the re w ere m ore than 60 res iden ts in  

the bu ild ing. O ne extended fam ily  

m oved ou t fo llow ing the vacate order, 

and w as taken to a loca l she lte r. The  

rest he ld ou t a t the hom estead .

In  addition to the ir appea l, the 

hom esteaders have requested a tim e ex­

tens ion on the vaca te o rder from  H P D  

C om m iss ioner R ichard R oberts . H P D  

cou ld e ither en fo rce the vaca te o rder o r 

p roceed w ith em ergency repa ir. The 

hom esteaders have asked H P D to  w ork 

w ith them  on any repa irs  w h ich m ay be 

necessary , bu t so fa r have rece ived no 

response.

The M ott H aven hom esteaders a re 

u rg ing supporte rs to  ca ll o r w rite H P D  

C om m iss ioner R ichard R oberts to  ins is t 

tha t H P D e ither w ork w ith them  or 

leave 672-674 E ast 136 th S treet a lone . 

(R ichard R oberts : 212-863-6100 , 212- 

267-2565 FA X, 100 G o ld S tree t, 5 th  

F loor, N ew Y ork, N Y 10038)

/'doTATtpp\. 
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M ID N IG H T  D E M O L IT IO N . . . . PONMLKJIHGFEDCBAT H E  1 6  C L IN T O N  S T R E E T  

T E N A N T S  A S S O C IA T IO N  S P E A K S  O U T
B y  J o a n  M o o s s y

( In  S H A D O W  0 4 2 , re p o r te r  S te v e n  W is h n ia  re p o r te d  th e  s a g a  o f  th e  te n a n ts  o f  1 6  

C lin to n  S tre e t , w h o s e  la n d lo rd s  a t te m p te d  a n  e v a c u a t io n , c la im in g  th a t  a  re a r  w a ll th a t  

w a s  b a d ly  in  n e e d  o f  r e p a ir , w a s  a b o u t  to  c o l la p s e . In s te a d , c ity  in s p e c to rs  a l lo w e d  

te n a n ts  to  re m a in , f in e d  th e  la n d lo rd s  $ 2 ,0 0 0  a n d  o rd e re d  th e m  to  m a k e  th e  n e c e s s a ry  

re p a ir s . O n ly  a f te r  th e  te n a n ts  w o rk e d  to g e th e r  a n d  g o t  s e v e ra l c o u r t  o rd e rs  la s t  y e a r ,  

d id  th e  la n d lo rd s  f in a lly  m a k e  th e  c o u r t -o rd e re d  re p a irs . T h is  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a  m u c h  

d if fe re n t  o u tc o m e , c o n s id e r in g  th a t 1 7 2  S ta n to n  S tre e t w a s  e v a c u a te d  a n d  d e m o lis h e d  

u n d e r  th e  s a m e  p re te x t th a t th e  1 6  C lin to n  S tre e t la n d lo rd s  t r ie d  to  u s e  a g a in s t th e ir  

te n a n ts . W h a t fo l lo w s  is  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  1 6  C lin to n  S tre e t te n a n ts ’ f ig h t , b y  th e  te n a n ts  

th e m s e lv e s -E d .)

1 5

S a fe t y ,o r  
iK e t ^ e s r  

p p e r e x n o  
v ts m y t t

s iv e s o W

o w e iw v

r fH g  1 B N A N T 3  IM  N ty  W V M G  G O T  M  

e N & U & Z  W o  IN

■ f f in iG T o  p / ic T  u s -  0 U £  a /m ? th is  w as  f o u n  
T o  S A f& ,& 3  w e ' fc e  S n i- U T H £ K E  o v e fr  -

A  Y W  L A T 0 P - /  1 H H  F lR S T S fB P  Q ? U L P  0 6 ,  

k mo w  y j u k  n h ig f WS" p e ^ p n e ^ N e  A L L

e m 'o r iB & j m i& o N S ,  

o u k  A ^ S 'h s s o c ip n o ^ s  z o o re ty re v .

T H E K E  A l< E  M A N Y  W A V S  1 0  p l< 3 f f r  S A C K ! '

0€ t h in g  id  c o v&\d 6k  : C A iu in e  n at io n al  l A'M/EK3 7 
GUILD ID ADD NAME ID IK E  E M 0 S S E N C /  g g S R ? N 9 E 5 ,

iJ H r w o F 2 K u s r .Y 2 . iz ) /w B  N te v  Y o u

Q .N 9  G £ T fK fy V L V B P lM  T H E -U J W 'E fr fy & r 'S tP E  T & 4 W P  'Q M F & K E M C e /  & IL M IS ')

T h e  s ig n  b y  t h e  f r e s h ly  p a in te d  

b e a m  in  t h e  s ta i r c a s e  a t  1 6  C l in t o n  

S t r e e t  r e a d  " C a u t io n  P a in . "  I t  w a s  a  

m is s p e l l in g  o f  a  h o u s e  p a in te r ’s  w a r n ­

in g , b u t  a n  a p t  r e m in d e r  o f  t h e  t e n a n t s ’ 

s u f f e r in g  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r t e e n  m o n th s .  

C o n s t r u c t io n  w o r k , b e g in n in g  w i t h  t h e  

in s ta l la t io n  o f  s t r u c tu r a l b e a m s  in  J u ly  

1 9 9 7 ,  m a r k e d  t h e  f i r s t  m o v e  b y  t h e  

la n d lo r d  t o w a r d s  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  ” C "  

v io la t io n  im p o s e d  b y  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  

C it y  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  B u i ld in g s  in  J u ly  

1 9 9 6 .  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  h o u s in g  la w ,

” C "  v io la t io n s  m u s t  b e  r e p a ir e d  w it h in  

2 4  h o u r s .  T h e  t e n a n t s  k n e w  n o th in g  o f  

t h is  p o te n t ia l ly  h a z a r d o u s  s i t u a t io n  u n t i l  

D e c e m b e r  4 , 1 9 9 6 .

R e s id e n t  C o n n ie  Y a n c y  s a y s  h e r  

6 2 n d  b i r t h d a y  o n  D e c e m b e r  4 , 1 9 9 6  

w a s n ’t  a s  h a p p y  a s  i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  

b e e n .  " O u r  la n d la d y  s e r v e d  u s  a  2 4  

h o u r  v a c a te  n o t ic e , c la im in g  t h e  b u i ld ­

in g  w a s  f a l l in g .  H o w  d o  y o u  p u l l t o ­

g e th e r  3 6  y e a r s  o f  y o u r  l i fe  a n d  g o ,  

a n d  w h e r e  d o  y o u  g o ?  I ’m  a  t e n a n t  o f  

A p a r tm e n t  # 5 ,  a  s e n io r  c i t iz e n ,  a n d  I 

h o p e  t o  s e e  m y  6 3 r d  y e a r . ”

T h e  " C  v io la t io n  o n  t h e  b u i ld in g  

w a s n ’t  t h e  o n ly  o n e .  T h e r e  w e r e  H P D  

v io la t io n s  in  a l l o f  t h e  a p a r tm e n ts .  T h e y  

in c lu d e d  s lo p in g  f lo o r s  d u e  t o  r o t t in g  

jo is t s .  R a t s  a n d  o th e r  v e r m in  g a in e d  

a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a p a r tm e n ts  t h r o u g h  u n ­

r e p a ir e d  g a p s  in  t h e  w a lls  a n d  f lo o r s .

O n e  t e n a n t ,  S o p h ie  S u la im a n , w a s  

p r e g n a n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  n ig h tm a r e  a n d  

g a v e  b i r t h  t o  a  c h i ld , o n ly  t o  h a v e  t o  

m o v e  in t o  a n  o v e r - c r o w d e d  a p a r tm e n t  

a r o u n d  th e  c o r n e r ,  w i t h  r e la t iv e s , d u r ­

in g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n .  W e  l iv e d  in  u n c e r ­

t a in t y  a s  t h e  la n d lo r d  r a d ic a l ly  a l t e r e d  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  s c h e d u le  a g r e e d  t o  in  

o u r  t h i r d  a t t e m p t  a t  a  c o u r t - o r d e r e d  

a g r e e m e n t . A  n o t ic e  t o  p a y  b a c k  r e n t  

w a s  s e r v e d  o n  a  t e n a n t  w h o  h a d  c a n ­

c e le d  c h e c k s  t o  s h o w  th a t  t h e  r e n t  h a d  

b e e n  p a id .  T h e  t h r e a t  o f  lo s in g  o u r  

h o m e s  in  a  s u d d e n  e v ic t io n  c r e a te d  

t h e  m o s t  f u n d a m e n ta l k in d  o f  a n x ie t y  

d u r in g  a  c o n t in u in g  a n d  n e v e r - e n d in g  

s a g a  o f  l ie s ,  a b u s e , a n d  m o r e  l ie s  f r o m  

t h e  b u i ld in g 's  m o s t  r e c e n t  la n d lo r d s .

W e  h a v e  a n  o u t s t a n d in g  la w y e r ’s  

b i l l  t h a t  is  s t r a in in g  p o o r  w o r k in g  im ­

m ig r a n t  f a m il ie s , e ld e r ly  v e te r a n s  o f  t h e  

L o w e r  E a s t  S id e  s t r u g g le s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  

a n d  a r t is t s .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  

b a t t le  a  r e a l e s ta te  c o m p a n y  c a l le d  

S h u n  L in , In c . , b u t  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  

f r ie n d s  a n d  n e ig h b o r s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  

o u r  f u n d  r a is in g  s id e - w a lk  s a le  la s t  

s p r in g , w e  a r e  s t i l l  in  t h e  f ig h t . ( P le a s e  

s t a y  t u n e d  f o r  o u r  n e x t  f u n d r a is e r . )

T e n a n t  s p o k e s p e r s o n  S a l le y  M a y  

h a s  b e e n  in  t h e  t h ic k  o f  t h e  b a t t le  t o  

s a v e  1 6  C l in t o n  S t r e e t  f r o m  u n s c r u p u ­

lo u s  r e a l e s ta te  d e v e lo p e r s . “ T h is  la s t  

y e a r  h a s  b e e n  h o r r i f ic .  I h a v e  f e l t  r e -

P o l ic e  r u s h e d  in  a n d  g r a b b e d  m e . ”

A s  h e  w a s  t h r o w n  in t o  a  p o lic e  c a r ,  

F r ie d la n d e r ’s  b a c k  w a s  in ju r e d , r e q u i r ­

in g  m e d ic a l a t t e n t io n . H e  w a s  h e ld  f o r  

tw o  h o u r s  a t  t h e  7 th  p r e c in c t  o n  P i t t  

S t r e e t ,  c h a r g e d  w i t h  " d is o r d e r ly  c o n ­

d u c t , "  a n d  w a s  r e le a s e d  w i t h  a  D e s k  A p ­

p e a r a n c e  T ic k e t .  P o l ic e  a r e  k e e p in g  

F r ie d la n d e r ’s  b a g  o f  b e lo n g in g s  a s  e v i­

d e n c e  a g a in s t  h im . T h e  c i t y  d id  h o w ­

e v e r ,  r e t u r n  t o  h im  o n e  g u it a r  p u l le d  

f r o m  th e  w r e c k a g e ,  i t s  n e c k  b r o k e n .

M e a n w h ile ,  le g a l e f f o r t s  t o  s a v e  th e  

b u i ld in g  m a y  h a v e  p r o m p te d  th e  c i t y  t o  

s p e e d  u p  d e m o l i t io n .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  

J u s t ic e  E l l io t  W i lk ,  in f o r m e d  o f  t h e  s i t u ­

a t io n  b y  c o m m u n it y  a c t iv is t s ,  g a v e  p e r ­

m is s io n  f o r  la w y e r s  t o  b r in g  p a p e r s  t o  

h is  h o m e  th a t  n ig h t  s o  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  

is s u e  a  t e m p o r a r y  r e s t r a in in g  o r d e r  

a g a in s t  d e m o l is h in g  th e  b u i ld in g .  N o ta r ­

iz e d  d o c u m e n ts  h a d  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  a t  

t h e  R e d  C r o s s  r e l ie f  c e n te r  s e t u p  a t  a  

n e a r b y  ju n io r  h ig h  s c h o o l f o r  t h e  e v a c u ­

a te d  te n a n t s  w h o  s ig n e d  a  p e t it io n  a n d  

s w o r n  a f f id a v i t s :

" / ,  M u h ith  M o h a m m a d  A h m e d , h e re b y  

s w e a r : O u r  b u ild in g  is  r ig h t n o w  b e in g  d e ­

s t ro y e d . M y  p o s s e s s io n s  a re  s t i l l in s id e  th e  

b u ild in g  in c lu d in g  m y  s c h o o lb o o k s ,  

h o m e w o rk , c lo th in g  m o n e y  a n d  o th e r  

p e rs o n a l b e lo n g in g s . T h e  p o lic e  w il l n o t  

le t u s  re c la im  o u r  th in g s . T h e y  s a y  th a t  

o n ly  a f te r  th e  b u ild in g  is  d e m o lis h e d , th e n  

th e y  w il l a l lo w  u s  to  d ig  th ro u g h  th e  ru b ­

b le , a f te r  o u r  th in g s  a re  lo s t a n d  d e ­

s t ro y e d . A n d  y e t , I  h a v e  s e e n  m e n  g o in g  

in  a n d  o u t o f  th e  b u ild in g  a l l d a y , e v e n  a s  

w e  h a v e  b e e n  re fu s e d  e n t r y . C ity  w o rk e rs ,  

p o lic e , o th e rs  c o m e  in  a n d  o u t, ru n  u p  

a n d  d o w n  th e  s ta ir s , e v e ry b o d y  is  a l lo w e d  

in , i t  s e e m s , e x c e p t fo r  u s , th e  p e o p le  w h o  

l iv e  th e re . P le a s e  o rd e r  th e  c ity  to  a l lo w  

u s  to  g e t o u r  th in g s  b e fo re  th e y  d e s tro y  th e  

b u ild in g ."

" I , S ta n le y  K le in k o p f  h e re b y  s w e a r :  

A ro u n d  n in e  o ’ c lo c k  th is  m o rn in g  m y  

n e ig h b o rs  h e a rd  a  ru m b lin g . N o w  o u r  

b u ild in g  is  b e in g  d e m o lis h e d  a n d  w e  h a v e  

n o t b e e n  a l lo w e d  to  re c la im  o u r  

p o s s e s s io n s , in c lu d in g  je w e lr y , o u r  m e d i-

le n t le s s ly  v io la t e d , h a r a s s e d ,  a n d  u n im ­

p o r t a n t . M y  l i fe  h a s  b e e n  c o n s u m e d  b y  

e f f o r t s  t o  p r o te c t  m y s e l f  a n d  o th e r  t e n ­

a n t s  in  t h e  b u i ld in g ,  le a v in g  m e  w i t h o u t  

t im e  o r  e n e r g y  t o  l i f t  m y s e lf  o u t  o f  a n  

e x h a u s te d , a n g r y  d e p r e s s io n . "

R a s h id  A h m e d  is  a n  im m ig r a n t  f r o m  

B a n g la d e s h  w h o  s u p p o r t s  a  f a m ily  

w i t h  t h r e e  c h i ld r e n . H e  s a y s ,  " I m is s e d  

a  lo t  o f  w o r k  b e c a u s e  o f  g o in g  t o  

c o u r t ,  a n d  a lw a y s  w o r r ie d  a b o u t  la n d ­

lo r d  h a r a s s m e n t , s u c h  a s  la w y e r  n o ­

t ic e s , b r e a k in g  m y  b a th r o o m , p u s h in g  

m y  d a u g h te r  a n d  s c r e a m in g  a t  m y  

w i f e , a n d  t h e  la n d lo r d  t r y in g  t o  t h r o w  

m e  o u t  f r o m  th e  a p a r tm e n t  f o r  t h e  la s t  

1 0  m o n th s . "

T h r o u g h  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s  in  H o u s ­

in g  C o u r t ,  B u i ld in g s  D e p a r tm e n t  h e a r ­

in g s , d o in g  r e s e a r c h , m a k in g  t h o u ­

s a n d s  o f  p h o n e  c a l ls , o u r  f u n d  r a is in g  

s id e w a lk  s a le , a n d  a l l t h e  o th e r  t im e  

c o n s u m in g  a n d  e n e r g y  d r a in in g  e f f o r t s  

t o  s u r v iv e , w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  a w a r e  o f  

t h e  u n fa ir  t r e a tm e n t  o f  o th e r  p o o r  a n d  

s t r u g g l in g  p e o p le  in  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .

W e  fe e l e n o r m o u s  c o m p a s s io n  f o r  o u r  

n e ig h b o r s  d is p la c e d  f r o m  b u i ld in g s  o n  

E a s t 1 3 th  S t r e e t ,  5 th  S t r e e t , 1 s t  S t r e e t  

a n d  2 n d  A v e n u e , a n d  m o s t r e c e n t ly ,

1 7 2  S ta n to n  S t r e e t .  W e  k n o w  th a t  t h e  

t h r e a t  o f  e v ic t io n  a n d  d e m o l i t io n  a lo n e  

is  e n o u g h  t o  e x t in g u is h  a n y  f u r t h e r  

p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  f e e l in g  s e c u r e  in  o u r  

h o m e s .

D u r in g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  a t 1 6  C l in ­

t o n  S t r e e t ,  S a m  H y m a n ,  o u r  o ld e s t  

t e n a n t  a s s o c ia t io n  m e m b e r  a t  t h e  a g e

c a tio n , o u r  p e t c a t n a m e d  " H o n e y ”  a n d  

e v e ry th in g  e ls e  w e  o w n . I  a m  7 5  y e a rs  o ld  

a n d  M rs . K le in k o p f  is  7 1 . M y  b a n k b o o k  

a n d  f in a n c ia l p a p e rs  a re  s t i ll  in  th e  a p a r t ­

m e n t . M y  m e d ic a l b i lls . . . .e v e ry th in g .

P le a s e  s to p  th e  d e m o lit io n  a n d  a l lo w  u s  

to  re c la im  o u r  th in g s  a n d  o u r  l iv e s .”

" I , S te v e n  F le is c h e r , re q u e s t th a t w e  b e  

a llo w e d  to  re tr ie v e  o u r  b e lo n g in g s  a s  p ro ­

m is e d  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  F ire  In s p e c to rs  

a n d  B u ild in g  In s p e c to rs . In  m y  a p a r tm e n t  

a re  p re c io u s  a n tiq u e s , p h o to  e q u ip m e n t ,  

d ip lo m a s , a w a rd s , fa m ily  p h o to s , o p t ic a l  

e q u ip m e n t , lo c k s m ith  e q u ip m e n t , e le c ­

t r ic a l, m a n y  to o ls  o f  m y  t ra d e , a l l m y  

c lo th e s , T V ’s , a p p lia n c e s , e tc , e tc , e tc , e tc .  

M y  w h o le  l i fe  is  th e re . "

” 1 , M a rc e lin o  G a rc ia , h e re b y  s w e a r : T h e  

b u ild in g  is  r ig h t n o w  b e in g  d e m o lis h e d .  I t  

is  s t i l l  s a fe  to  e n te r - th e re  a re  m a n y  m e n  

in s id e  r ig h t n o w . I  a n d  m y  n e ig h b o rs  a re  

lo s in g  e v e ry th in g  a  lo t o f  v a lu a b le  th in g s ,  

in c lu d in g  m o n e y , je w e lr y , im p o r ta n t p a ­

p e rs  a n d  m e d ic in e s . T h e re  a re  tw o  c a ts  

a n d  tw o  p e ts  b ird s  o n  th re e  f lo o rs  th a t a re  

s t i ll  s t ra n d e d  in  th e  b u ild in g .

W h e n  w o r d  o f  t h e  im m in e n t  a r r iv a l  

o f  t h e  c o u r t  p a p e r s  r e a c h e d  th e  p r e s s  

a r e a ,  s e v e r a l w i t n e s s e s  r e p o r t e d  th a t  

O E M  D e p u ty  D i r e c to r  G e r r y  M c C a r t y  

m a d e  a  c a l l o n  h is  c e l l p h o n e  a n d  g a v e  

t h e  g o - a h e a d  f o r  t h e  d e m o li t io n  o f  1 7 2  

S ta n to n  S t r e e t ,  a t  a p p r o x im a te ly  7 :0 0  

p m .  T e n a n t s  c h a n te d :  " M r .  M c C a r ty ,  

s t o p  y o u r  p a r t y ! "  a n d  " S a v e  o u r  b u i ld ­

in g ! "  a s  d e m o l i t io n  b e g a n , b u t  a n g e r  

s o o n  g a v e  w a y  to  te a r s .

" W e  d o n ’ t  a c c e le r a te  o r  d e c e le r a te  

b e c a u s e  o f  a  p r o p o s e d  in ju n c t io n , "

O E M  D ir e c to r  J e r o m e  M .  H a u e r  t o ld  

T h e  N e w  Y o rk  T im e s . O E M  p u b l ic  in f o r ­

m a t io n  o f f ic ia l S u n n y  M in d e l ,  r e a c h e d  

b y  t h e  S H A D O W , in s is t e d  t h a t  t h e  d e c i­

s io n  t o  c o m m e n c e  d e m o l it io n  a t  t h a t  

t im e  c a m e  f r o m  th e  B u i ld in g s  D e p a r t ­

m e n t .

T e d  B i r k h a h n , B u ild in g s  D e p a r tm e n t  

s p o k e s m a n ,  c la im s :  " T h e  b u ild in g  w a s  in  

im m in e n t d a n g e r  o f  c o l la p s in g . W e  h a d

C o n t in u e d  O n  P a g e  2 0

o f  9 2 , w a s  t a k e n  t o  h is  c a r e - t a k e r  

C a r r ie  J o h n s o n ’s  h o m e  in  Q u e e n s  t o  

s t a y  f o r  t h e  tw o  w e e k s  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  

c r e w s  w o u ld  b e  in s id e  h is  a p a r tm e n t .  

T h e  la n d lo r d  r e fu s e d  t o  m a k e  a n y  s p e ­

c ia l a c c o m m o d a t io n  f o r  M r . H y m a n ,  

d e s p it e  h is  a g e  a n d  in f i r m i ty .  A f t e r  o n ly  

a  f e w  h o u r s  in  Q u e e n s , M s . J o h n s o n  

w a s  f o r c e d  t o  b r in g  M r . H y m a n  h o m e  

b e c a u s e  s h e  c o u ld  n o t  c o n v in c e  h im  

t h a t  h is  a p a r tm e n t  w a s  n o t  b e in g  ta k e n  

a w a y . M e a n w h ile , E d w in  S u la im a n , o u r  

y o u n g e s t  b u i ld in g  r e s id e n t ,  b o r n  d u r ­

in g  t h e  b a t t le s ,  s p e n t  h is  f i r s t  d a y s  in  

s o m e o n e  e ls e ’s  h o m e .

T h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  s o m e  p r o b le m s  a t  1 6  

C l in t o n  S t r e e t ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  s h a r e d  s o  

m a n y  o f  o u r  d i f f ic u lt ie s  w i t h  y o u  th a t  

n o w  w e  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  s h a r e  s o m e  o f  

t h e  g o o d  n e w s . T h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  t o  

a d d r e s s  t h e  s t r u c tu r a l p r o b le m s  is  f in ­

is h e d , s o  o u r  b u i ld in g  is  s a fe .  A l l b u t  

o n e  f a m ily  r e m a in  in  t h e i r  a p a r tm e n t s .  

T h e  r e n t - s t a b i l iz e d  t e n a n t s  r e c e n t ly  

s ig n e d  le a s e  r e n e w a l f o r m s  w it h  le g a l ly  

a l lo w a b le  in c r e a s e s . T h e  1 6  C l in t o n  

S t r e e t  T e n a n t s  A s s o c ia t io n  is  a  d iv e r s e  

m u lt ic u lt u r a l g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  r e p r e ­

s e n t in g  s ix  a p a r tm e n t s ,  a n d  a s  m a n y  

r e l ig io u s  a n d  c u l t u r a l b a c k - g r o u n d s ,  

b u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  n o t  im p o r t a n t . I t  

is  w h a t  w e  h a v e  in  c o m m o n  th a t  is  im ­

p o r t a n t ,  a n d  i t  is  t h r o u g h  t h is  b o n d  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  s u r v iv e d  s o  fa r .  D o n ’t  f a l l  

f o r  t h e  a r t i f ic ia l l in e s  t h a t  t l iv id e .  M e e t  

y o u r  n e ig h b o r s ,  o r g a n iz e  y o u r  b u i ld ­

in g , a n d  s a v e  y o u r  h o m e s .
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ATTACKS ON VENDORS
B y R o b e rt L e d e rm a n

Parks Department Increases
Attacks on Artists’ Rights

C o ntin u in g  h is p la n  to  p riva tize  

e ve ry sq u a re  in ch  o f p u b lic p rop e rty  in  

N ew  Y o rk , o n  F e b ru a ry 1 1 , m a yo r 

G iu lian i tu rn e d  th e  m a na g e m e n t o f 

C e n tra l P a rk o ve r to  th e  C e n tra l P a rk  

C o n se rva n cy , a n  e lite  g ro u p o f ve n d o r- 

h a tin g m u ltim illio n a ire s . M e a nw h ile , th e  

a rtis ts  w h o  d isp la y  th e ir w o rk  in  fro n t 

o f th e  M e tro p o lita n  M u se u m  o f A rt 

w e re n o tifie d  th a t b e g in n ing  M a rch 1 , 

th e y  w o u ld b e  re q u ire d to  o b ta in  a  

P a rks D e pa rtm e n t a rtis t p e rm it fo r o n e  

o f o n ly  tw e n ty “M e t" sp o ts , e a ch  o f 

w h ich  w ill m e asu re  s ix  fe e t. A cco rd in g  

to  th e  P a rks D e p a rtm e n t,.a rtis ts  w h o  

se t u p  w ith o u t th e  p e rm it w ill b e  a r­

re s te d  a n d  th e ir a rt w ill b e  co n fisca te d .

City Council Proposes
New Vending Ordinance

S im u lta n e o u s w ith  th e  P a rks D e­

p a rtm e n t’s  a n n o u n ce m e n ts , a  n e w  b ill 

w a s  su b m itte d  to  th e  C ity C o u n c il re ­

q u ir in g a ll ve n d o rs  to  o b ta in  a  lice n se , 

a  p e rm it, a n d a  w a rra n t. S tre e t a rtis ts  

w o u ld o n ly b e  re q u ire d  to  o b ta in  a  

p e rm it a n d a  w a rra n t. T h e lice n se  

a llo w s  th e  o p e ra tio n  o f a  b u s in ess , th e  

p e rm it a llo w s u se  o f a  d isp la y  o r s ta n d  

a p p ro ve d b y  th e  C ity , a n d  th e  w a rra n t 

a llow s  se ttin g u p  in  a n  a c tu a l lo ca tio n  

o n  th e  s tre e t. T h e  to ta l o n e -ye a r co s t 

fo r th e  th re e  d o cu m e n ts  w o u ld  b e  a p ­

p ro x im a te ly  th re e  to  five  h u n d re d d o l­

la rs . O n ly o n e  ve n d o r w o u ld  b e  w a r­

ra n te d  to  se ll o n  e a ch u n re s tric te d  

b lo ck . T h e City w o u ld d e c id e  which 

ve n d o r is  g ive n  th e  w a rra n t fo r e a ch  

b lo ck . If th e  a rtis t o r ve n d o r is  fo u n d  

g u ilty  o f tw o  v io la tio n s o f th e  ve n d ing  

o rd in a n ce ru le s in  o n e  ye a r, th e y  

w o u ld  lo se  th e ir lice n se , p e rm it a n d  

w a rra n t.

W a rra n tin g is  in te n d e d to  e ve n tu a lly  

tu rn  a ll s tre e t ve n d in g  in to  a  co n ce s ­

s io n  sys te m , w ith  th e  ve n d in g lo ca tio n s 

g o in g  to  th e  h ig he s t b id d e r. O n ce  

th a t’s  d o n e , to d a y ’s  fo o d  ca rts  w ill b e  

re p la ce d b y M cD o n a ld s ca rts , in d e ­

p e n d e n t n e w spa p e r s ta n d s w ill b e  re ­

p la ce  b y  s ta n ds  o w n e d b y  th e Times, 

th e  Post, a n d  th e  Daily News, s tre e t 

a rtis ts  w ill b e  re p la ce d  b y k io sks  

o w n e d b y g a lle rie s , a n d g e n e ra l ve n ­

d o rs  w ill b e  re p la ce d  b y D isn e y so u ­

ve n ir s ta n d s . T ra d itio n a l in d e p e n d e n t 
ve n d in g w ill b e  fin ish e d .

What About the Federal Court Case 

That Artists Won?
W h ile  th e  C ity ’s  n e w  o rd in a nce  

d o e s e xe m pt a rtis ts  fro m  th e  lice n se , 

th e  p e rm it a n d  w a rra n t re q u ire m e n ts  

a re  s im p ly  a n o th e r ve rs io n  o f th e  

lice n se re q u ire m e n t. T h e M a yo r a n d  

th e  B u s in e ss Im p ro ve m en t D is tr ic ts  

(B ID s ) th a t in itia te d th e  s tre e t a rtis t 

a rres ts  in 1 9 9 3 d o  n o t re sp e c t th e  

F e d era l co u rts , th e  F irs t A m e n d m e n t, 

o r th e  U S  C o n s titu tio n . T h ey h a ve  

b e e n p u sh in g  th e  C ity  to  fin d a  w a y  

a ro u n d  th e  co u rt d e c is ion  o f O c to b e r 

1 6 , 1 9 9 6 , s in ce  th e  d a y it w a s w ritte n . 

T h ey  a re  a lso  b e h in d  th e  w a r o n  ve te r­

a n , fo o d , a n d g e n e ra l ve n d o rs .

The Federal Court Ruling
O n O c to b e r 1 6 , 1 9 9 6 , T h e  S e co n d  

C ircu it ru le d in  th e  ca se  o f B e ry  v . C ity  

o f N e w  Y o rk /L e d e rm a n v . C ity  o f N e w  

Y o rk , 1 9 9 6 : "The City’s requirements 

that appellants be licensed in order to 

sell their artwork in public spaces con­

stitutes an unconstitutional infringe­

ment of their First Amendment rights... 

paintings, photographs, prints and 

sculptures, such as those appellants 

seek to display and sell in public areas 

of the City, always communicate some 

idea or concept to those view it, and

as such are entitled to full First 

Amendment protection... The City fur­

ther argues that appellants are free to 

display their artwork publicly without a 

license, they simply cannot sell it.

These arguments must fail. The sale of 

protected materials is also protected."

The City’s Legal Strategy
T h e p ro p o se d n e w  ve n d in g  o rd in a n ce  

h a s b e e n  co n s tru c te d  b y la w ye rs 

w o rk in g  fo r b o th  th e  B ID s a n d  th e  C ity  

so  th a t it h a s a  ch a n ce  o f s ta n d in g u p  

in  co u rt if a rtis ts  b rin g a n o th e r la w su it. 

T h e  n e w ly -p ro p o se d o rd in a n ce  a llow s  

F irs t A m e n d m e n t-p ro te c te d a rtis ts  a n d  

b o o k ve n d o rs  to  se ll a n yw h e re , without 

a  lice n se , p e rm it, o r w a rra n t (in c lu d in g  

o n  re s tric te d  s tre e ts ) so  lo n g a s th e y  

h o ld  th e  a rt o r b o o ks in  th e ir h a n d s  

a n d d o  n o t u se  a  fixe d d isp la y o f a n y  

k in d . T h is is  to  a llo w  th e  C ity  to  fa lse ly  

c la im  in  co u rt th a t F irs t A m e n d m e n t 

r igh ts  a re  n o t b e in q re s tric te d , o n ly  th e  
r ig h t to  u se  a  ta b le  o r o th e r d isp la y , 

w h ich  w ill b e  p re se n te d a s a  "p u b lic  

sa fe ty " issu e .

Artists Fight Back
S in ce  F e bru a ry  2 4 , P a rks E n fo rce ­

m en t P a tro l (P E P ) p o lice  h a ve  b e e n  

co n fisca tin g  a rt o u ts id e  th e  M e t, in  b la ­

ta n t co n te m p t o f th e  F e d e ra l C o u rt ru l­

in g . E a ch  d a y , a s m a n y a s  4 0  P E P  

a nd N Y P D  o ffice rs  a re  o n  d u ty  "g u a rd ­

in g " th e  a rtis ts .

O n M a rch  5 , C h ie f B ra sh , h e a d o f 

P a rks E n fo rce m e n t, a n d  T h o m a s R o - 

z in sky , le g a l co u n se l fo r th e  P a rks  

D e p a rtm e n t, m a d e  th e ir d a ily in sp e c­

tio n  o f th e  a re a  in  fro n t o f th e  M e t, 

m a d e  ce ll p h o n e  ca lls  to  th e  P a rks D e­

p a rtm e n t h e a d q u arte rs  in  th e  A rse n a l 

b u ild in g  in  C e n tra l P a rk a n d  to  m a yo r 

G iu lia n i’s  o ffice , a n d  th e n  su p e rv ise d a  

sw e e p o f a rt co n fisca tio n s . T h e  tro o p s  

se ized  w o rks o f a rt a n d  so m e le g a l 

b o o ks  th a t w e re  o n  d isp la y . B ra sh a n d  

R oz in sky q u ick ly  le ft th e  a re a  w h e n a r­

tis ts  b e g a n  d e n o un c in g  th e m  in  ry th ­

m ic ch a n ts  a n d  a tte m p te d  to  se ll th e m  

w o rks o f a rt in  o p e n  d e fia n ce  o f th e  

p e rm it re q u ire m en t.

E a ch  w a ve  o f co n fisca tio ns  b y p o ­

lice  h a s b e e n m e t b y a rtis ts  sh o u tin g  

s lo g a n s , m a k in g sp e e ch e s  a g a in s t 

G iu lia n i, b lo w in g  w h is tle s , a n d  in v itin g  

co p s  to  co n fisca te  e ve n m o re a rt. O n e  

a rtis t, d ie sse d in  a  p riso n  u n ifo rm , 

s ta n d s b y  th e  cu rb  h o ld in g  a  s ig n  th a t 

sa ys : "H on k if yo u  h a te  G iu lia n i." H o w ­

e ve r, n o co n fisca tio n s a re  m a d e  w h e n  

m e d ia  re p rese n ta tive s  a re  kn o w n b y  

P a rks D e pa rtm en t p e rso nn e l to  b e  

p re se n t.

The One Cent Protest
T he M e t M u se u m  re fu se s to  ta ke  a  

p u b lic  s ta n d o n  th is  issu e , th o u g h  

P a rks C o m m iss io n er H e n ry  S te rn , in  a  

M arch 3  in te rv ie w  w ith  ”N Y 1 In s id e  C ity  

H a ll," sa id  h e  is  b e in g  th a n ke d p riva te ­

ly  b y M e t o ffic ia ls  fo r th e  P a rks D e p a rt­

m e n t’s  p o licy a g a in s t a rt ve n d o rs .

O n F e b ru a ry 2 7 , W illia m  L e u rs a n d  

P h illip e  d e  M o n tib e llo , b o th  o f th e  M e t, 

issu e d a  m e m o to  a ll M e t e m p lo ye e s , 

d e sc rib in g  a  fu tu re  sch e d u le  o f a rre s ts  

a n d  co n fisca tio ns , w h ile  d e n y in g a n y  

in vo lve m e n t. In  re sp o n se , a rtis ts h a ve  

b e e n h a n d in g a  p e n n y  to  e a ch m u s­

e u m  v is ito r, u rg in g  th e m  to  u se  it fo r 

th e  vo lu n ta ry a d m iss io n  p rice . T h e M e t 

is  e s tim a te d to  h a ve  lo s t h u n d red s  o f 

th o u san d s  o f d o lla rs  s in ce  th e  O n e  

C e n t P ro te s t.

O n  M a rch 1 , th e re  w e re  fo u r a rre s ts  
w h e n , w h a t p o lice  d e sc rib e d  a s a  

"r io t," b ro ke  o u t a s  A .R .T .I.S .T . p re s i­

d e n t R o b e rt L e d e rm a n w a s a rre s te d  

fo r w ritin g  "G o d B le ss  A m e rica " a n d

"G iu lia n i= P o lice  S ta te " w ith  ch a lk in  

fro n t o f a  b lock -lo n g  p o lice  b a rrica d e . 

E a rlie r, s ix te e n a rtis ts  lo s t th e ir w o rks  

to  co p s o ve r a  th re e h o u r p e rio d , d u r­

in g  w h ich  4 0  su m m o n se s  w e re  issu e d . 

W h e n a  te le v is io n n e w s c re w  a rrive d , 

th e  a rt co n fisca tio ns  im m e d ia te ly  

s to p p e d .

O n M a rch  6 , th e  P E P  a g a in  co n fis ­

ca te d  a rt fro m  a n d  issu e d m u ltip le  

su m m o n s e s to  a rt ve n d o rs o u ts id e  th e  

M e t. T w e n ty  a rtis ts  a n d p ro te s to rs  co n ­

tin u e d  to  p u t o u t m o re p ie ce s o f a rt to  

re p la ce  th e  lo sse s a n d  to  d e fy  th e  u n ­

co ns titu tion a l p e rm it re q u ire m e n t.

S o o  B a lm u th , a  5 1 -ye a r-o ld  g ra n d ­

m o th e r, w a s a rre s te d a fte r sh e  re fuse d  

to  s to p  d isp la y in g  h e r a rt, d e sp ite  re ­

ce iv in g  th re e  su m m o n se s  th a t d a y .

S h e  w a s th ro w n to  th e  g ro u n d a n d  

h an dcu ffe d b y  th e  P E P  p o lice  a n d  

sh o ve d  in to  th e ir ve h ic le . A n  a m b u ­

la nce  w a s la te r ca lle d  to  th e  C e n tra l 

P a rk p re c in c t to  e xa m in e B a lm u th ’s  in ­

ju rie s .

T h rou g h o u t th e  d a y , p o lice  se ized  

h an d-pa in ted  p ro tes t s ig n s a n d b a n ­

n e rs , a n d  sn a tch e d  a n d d e s tro ye d  

o th e rs . P E P  o ffice rs se e m e d to  b e  

a tte m p tin g  to  in c ite  a  rio t o r o th e rw ise  

p ro vo ke  a  v io le n t co n fro n ta tio n  in  

o rd e r to  ju s tify m a ss a rres ts .

S u ch  e p isod e s  co n tin u e  a lm os t 

d a ily a s a rtis ts  a sse rt th e ir r ig h t to  

d isp la y  a n d  se ll th e ir w o rks , u n d e r th e  

p o ro tec tio n  o f th e  F e d e ra l co u rt ru lin g .

What Can You Do About It?
A rtis ts , a n d  th e  C ity ’s  th o u san d s  o f 

ve n d o rs , h a ve  th re e  o p tion s  to  co n ­

s id e r. O p tio n  A  is  to  d o  n o th in g a n d  

h o p e fo r th e  b e s t. T h is  is  w h a t so m e  

a rtis ts  a n d  ve n d o rs m ig h t p re fe r a n d is  

e xa c tly  w h a t th e  C ity h o p e s w e  w ill a ll 

d o . If w e  d o  n o th in g , th e y w ill p a ss  th e  

n e w  o rd in a n ce  a n d p re p a re  to  a rre s t 

h u n d red s  o f a rtis ts  a n d  ve n d o rs a n d  

co n fisca te th e ir p ro p e rty . T h e M e t 

a rtis ts  w ill b e  fo rce d  in to  a  lo tte ry  fo r 

th e  2 0  p e rm its  w h ich  th e  P a rks D e p a rt­

m e n t w ill e ve n tu a lly  tu rn  in to  co n ce s ­

s io n s . O p tio n B  is  to  file  a  la w su it a n d  

le t th e  la w ye rs d o  e ve ry th in g . W e ca n  

g e t la w ye rs  to  se e k in ju n c tio n s p re ­

ve n tin g  th e  C ity a n d  th e  P a rks D e p a rt­

m e n t fro m  p u ttin g  th e  n e w  re g u la tio n s  

in to  e ffe c t. If w e g e t o n e  o r m o re  in ­

ju n c tio n s , th e  n e w  ru le s w ill b e  su s ­

p e n d e d u n til th e  co u rt ca se s a re  fin ­

ish e d . If w e  lo se  th e  co u rt ca se , th e  
n e w  ru le s w ill im m e d ia te ly g o  in to  

e ffe c t. If w e  w in  o n e  o r m o re  o f th e se  

ca se s , w h ich m a y ta ke  ye a rs , th e  

C ity ’s a n d  th e  B ID ’S  la w ye rs  w ill ju s t 

fin d a n o th e r w a y to  re s tric t u s . O p tio n  

C  is p o litica l a c tio n , d e m o n s tra tin g , 

d e fy in g  th e  n e w  ru les , re fu s in g to  a p ­

p ly  fo r a  p e rm it, lice n se , o r w a rra n t

a n d  co n tin u in g  to  p rac tice  n o n v io le n t 

c iv il d iso b e d ie n ce  in  o rd e r to  s ta n d u p  

fo r o u r rig h ts . O p tio n s A  a n d B  a re  

e a sy . T h ey  a vo id p e rso n a l in ve s tm e n t, 

re sp o ns ib ility , o r risk . U n fo rtu na te ly , A  

a n d  B  w ill m o s t like ly  re su lt in  th e  e n d  

o f ve n d in g . O p tio n  C  in vo lve s a n  in ­

ve s tm en t o f o u r tim e  a n d e ffo rt a n d  

fa c in g  th e  risk  o f su m m o n se s o r a rre s t.

T h e  th in g  th a t m o s t d is tin g u ish e s 

O p tio n  C  fro m  O p tio n s A  o r B  is  th a t it 

h as b e e n p ro ve n  to  w o rk . F o r fo u r 

ye a rs , A .R .T .I.S .T . m e m b e rs  s to o d  th e ir 

g ro u n d a g a in s t co n s ta n t p o lice  h a ra ss­

m e n t, a rre s ts , co n fisca tio n s , a n d  c rim ­

in a l co u rt ca se s . L o n g b e fo re  o u r co u rt 

ca se  w a s w o n , w e h a d b ro u g h t th e  

C ity ’s  a rtis t a rre s t p o licy  to  a  s ta n d s till.  

W e  su cce e d e d  in  g e n e ra tin g  h u n d re d s  

o f n e w sp a p er a rtic le s  a n d  te le v is io n  

a n d  ra d io  p ie ce s re su ltin g  in  in te rn a ­

tio n a l a tte n tio n  to  o u r ca u se  a n d e m ­

b a rra ssm e n t fo r th e  C ity , th e  M a yo rs , 

a n d  th e  B ID s . T o  w in  th e  n e x t s ta g e  o f 

th e  fig h t, w e n e e d  to  co n tin u e  th e se  

a c tiv itie s o n  a n  e ve n la rg e r sca le .

C o n ce rn e d c itize n s  ca n  ca ll th o se  

re sp o n s ib le  fo r th e  C ity ’s  a ssa u lt o n  

a rtis ts a t th e  M e t a n d g ive  th e m  so m e  

g rie f:

H e n ry  S te rn , N Y C  P a rks C o m m is­

s io n e r: 2 1 2 -3 6 0 -1 3 0 5 ; T h o m a s R o z in - 

sk i, G e n e ra l C o u n se l fo r th e  P a rks D e­

p a rtm e n t: 2 1 2 -3 6 0 -1 3 1 4 ; W illia m  L e u rs , 

P res ide n t o f M e tro p o lita n M u se u m  o f 

A rt: 2 1 2 -5 7 0 -3 9 0 0 ; A sh to n  H a w k in s , 

L e g a l C o u n se l fo r th e  M e t: 2 1 2 -5 7 0 - 

3 9 3 6 ; C e n tra l P a rk C o n se rva n cy : 2 1 2 - 

S I 5 -0 3 8 5 .

Robert Lederman is president of 

AR.T.I.S.T. (Artists Response To Illegal 
State Tactics) Phone: 718-369-2111;

E-mail: ARTISTpres@aol.com;

Web site: http://www.openair.org/ 

alerts/artist/nyc. html
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DEFACING HATED PEDESTRIAN 

BARRICADES!!

B y  M ild re d  P ie rc e

S u p e rb o w l S u n d a y  n ig h t, w h ile  m o s t 

o f N e w  Y o rk  C ity  w a s  a t h o m e  w a tc h in g  

T V , B il l N o t B o re d  (a .k .a . B il l B ro w n , 

p u b lis h e r o f th e  s itu a t io n is t fa n z in e  

N O T  B O R E D !)  w a s  a r re s te d  b y  th e  

N Y P D  fo r a lle g e d ly  s p ra y -p a in t in g  g ra f­

f it i th a t d e n o u n c e d  th e  o u tra g e o u s  p e d ­

e s tr ia n  b a r r ic a d e s  th a t M a y o r G iu lia n i 

a n d  P o lic e  C o m m is s io n e r S a f ir h a v e  in ­

s ta lle d  a t e v e ry  in te rs e c t io n  a lo n g  4 9 th  

a n d  5 0 th  S tre e ts  b e tw e e n  F if th  a n d  L e x ­

in g to n  A v e n u e s  in  M a n h a tta n . B il l N o t 

B o re d  is  n o w  fa c in g  fe lo n y  c r im in a l m is ­

c h ie f c h a rg e s , d e s p ite  th e  fa c t th a t w r it ­

in g  g ra ff it i is  a  C la s s  A  M is d e m e a n o r  

u n d e r N e w  Y o rk  S ta te  P e n a l L a w .

O r ig in a lly  in s ta lle d  in  D e c e m b e r 

1 9 9 7  a s  a  "h o lid a y  s e a s o n " e x p e r im e n t, 

th e  b a r r ic a d e s  —  d e s p ite  in te n s e  c r it i­

c is m  o f th e m  b y  th e  p u b lic , th e  p re s s  

a n d  e v e n  th e  c o p s  th e m s e lv e s  -  h a v e  

b e e n  s tu b b o rn ly  d e fe n d e d  b y  th e  M a y ­

o r ’s  O ff ic e  a n d  h a v e  n o t b e e n  re m o v e d . 

D e s ig n e d  to  a llo w  m o to r v e h ic le s  to  

m a k e  tu rn s  o n to  o n e -w a y  s tre e ts  w ith ­

o u t h a v in g  to  c o n te n d  w ith  p e d e s tr ia n s , 

th e  b a r r ic a d e s  m u s t b e  g u a rd e d  b y  p o ­

lic e  o ff ic e rs , w h o  a re  s u p p o s e d  to  s e e  to  

it th a t p e d e s tr ia n s  o b e y  th e  s ig n s  th a t 

te ll th e m  n o t to  c ro s s  th e  s tre e t b e tw e e n  

th e  h o u rs  o f 9  a m  a n d  9  p m , d e s p ite  th e  

p la in ly  v is ib le  "W A L K ” s ig n a l. S ig n if i­

c a n t ly , th e  b a r r ic a d e s -a n d -c o p s  "s o lu ­

t io n " to  th e  p ro b le m  o f h y p e r -c o n g e s ­

t io n  in  m id to w n  w a s  n o t p re s e n te d  o r  

a p p ro v e d  o f b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f 

T ra n s p o r ta t io n , u n d e r  w h o s e  ju r is d ic t io n  

m a tte rs  s u c h  a s  th is  s h o u ld  fa ll. T h e  

id e a  o f th e  b a rb a r ic  b a r r ic a d e s  w a s  

h a tc h e d  b y  to p  b u re a u c ra ts  in  th e  P o lic e  

D e p a rtm e n t, in  c o lla b o ra t io n  w ith  th e  

M a y o r -  in  o th e r w o rd s , b y  p e o p le  to ­

ta lly  u n s k ille d  in  th e  a re a s  o f t ra ff ic  

m a n a g e m e n t a n d  u rb a n  p la n n in g , b u t 

d e e p ly  in te re s te d  in  a d v a n c e d  te c h ­

n iq u e s  o f  s o c ia l c o n tro l.

T h e  in te rs e c t io n  a t M a d is o n  a n d  

5 0 th  S tre e t ( th e  o n e  a t w h ic h  B ill N o t 

B o re d  w a s  a p p re h e n d e d ) is  q u ite  o b v i­

o u s ly  b a d ly  d e s ig n e d , lik e  s o  m a n y  o f 

o u r C ity ’s  s tre e ts : it is  th e  in te rs e c t io n  

o f tw o  v e ry  b u s y  o n e -w a y  s tre e ts . B a d  

p la n n in g  s u c h  a s  th is  —  c o m b in e d  w ith  

th e  s u p e r -c o n c e n tra tio n  o f b o th  p e d e s ­

tr ia n  a n d  a u to m o tiv e  tra ff ic  —  is  d e a d ly , 

e s p e c ia lly  fo r p e d e s tr ia n s  a n d  b ic y c lis ts . 

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  O ff ic e  o f S a fe ty  P ro ­

g ra m s  (N Y C  D e p a r tm e n t o f  T ra n s p o r­

ta t io n ) , e v e ry  y e a r in  N e w  Y o rk  C ity  

1 5 ,0 0 0  p e d e s tr ia n s  a re  s tru c k  a n d  in ­

ju re d  b y  a u to m o b ile s . N e w  Y o rk  C ity  

le a d s  th e  n a t io n  in  p e d e s tra in  fa ta lit ie s .  

F u lly  o n e -h a lf  o f  th e  p e o p le  k il le d  b y  

c a rs  a re  p e d e s tr ia n s , n o t o th e r d r iv e rs . 

C o n tra ry  to  th e  ra v in g s  o f C ity  H a ll, th e  

m a jo r ity  o f th e  p e o p le  k il le d  a re n ’t fa s t­

w a lk in g  ja y w a lk e rs ; fo r ty  p e rc e n t o f  

th e m  a re  s e n io r  c it iz e n s .

B il l N o t B o re d  to ld  th e  S H A D O W  

th a t th e  o n ly  s e n s ib le  s o lu t io n  to  re a d y ­

m a d e  tra ff ic  ja m s  s u c h  a s  th e  in te rs e c ­

t io n  o f M a d is o n  a n d  5 0 th  is  to  re - ro u te  

a ll a u to m o b ile s  a w a y  fro m  th is  in te rs e c ­

t io n  a n d  th e  o th e rs  in  th e  c ity  lik e  it .  

S a id  B il l: " I t m a k e s  a b s o lu te ly  n o  s e n s e  

to  try  to  k e e p  th ro n g s  o f p e d e s tr ia n s  o u t 

o f th e  in te rs e c t io n s , e s p e c ia lly  in  a  c ity  

th a t is  u n iq u e  in  th e  w o r ld  in  th a t y o u  

d o n ’t h a v e  to  o w n  a  c a r to  liv e  h e re ; 

y o u  c a n  re ly  o n  m a s s  tra n s p o r ta tio n  a n d  

w a lk in g  o r a  ju s t a  b ic y c le  to  g e t a n y ­

w h e re  y o u  w a n t to  g o . T o  in s ta ll b a rr i­

c a d e s  is  to  o p e n ly  d is p la y  s y m p to m s  o f 

s e v e re  d e b ilita t io n  b y  th e  w id e s p re a d , 

c o n s ta n t ly  re in fo rc e d  a n d  s u ic id a l m a d ­

n e s s  o n c e  k n o w n  a s  th e  ‘c a r c ra z e .’ F o r­

g e t a b o u t th e  a v e ra g e  d r iv e r ’s  ‘ro a d  

ra g e ’ - - th e  p o lit ic ia n s  a n d  b u re a u c ra ts  

h a v e  ‘m a d  c a r d is e a s e ,’ w h ic h  is  c a u s e d  

b y  s a c r if ic in g  in c re a s in g ly  p re c io u s  p u b ­

lic  s p a c e  s o  th a t c a rs , p o llu t in g  p ie c e s  o f  

p r iv a te  p ro p e rty , c a n  tra v e l to  a n d  b e  

p a rk e d  a b s o lu te ly  a n y w h e re ."

N o t s u rp r is in g ly , th e  b a rr ic a d e s  —  

e v e n  o n  th e ir o w n  te rm s  -  a re  a  c o m ­

p le te  fa ilu re . S tu d ie s  d o n e  a t th e  e n d  o f 

J a n u a ry  1 9 9 8  b y  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  A lte r­

n a tiv e s , a  b ic y c lis t g ro u p  o p p o s e d  to  

a u to m o tiv e  tra f f ic , s h o w  th a t a u to m o b ile  

t ra f f ic  d id  n o t m o v e  a n y  m o re  fre e ly  b e ­

c a u s e  o f th e  b a r r ic a d e s ; tra f f ic  c o n d i­

t io n s  re m a in e d  g r id - lo c k e d . A s  a  re s u lt ,  

th e  b a r r ic a d e s  a re  h a te d  b y  b o th  p e d e s ­

tr ia n s  a n d  b y  th e  p o lic e  o ff ic e rs  w h o  a re  

a s s ig n e d  to . e n fo rc e  th e  n o -w a lk in g  

z o n e s . B o th  g ro u p s  h a v e  b e e n  v o c a l in  

th e ir  o p p o s it io n  to  th e  b a rr ic a d e s  a n d  

s u rp r is in g ly  c le a r in  e x p re s s io n s  o f th e ir  

fe e lin g s  th a t th e  M a y o r h a s  to o  b ig  o f 

a n  e g o  to  a d m it th a t th e  b a r r ic a d e s  a re  

a  fa ilu re  a n d  a n  a ffro n t. G iu lia n i’s  re ­

s p o n s e  to  th e s e  c r it ic is m s : h e  g o t th e  

C ity  C o u n c il to  ra is e  th e  ja y w a lk in g  f in e  

fro m  $ 2  to  $ 5 0 , a n d  n o w  h e  w a n ts  to  

ra is e  it  a g a in  to  $ 1 0 0 . T h e  f irs t b ig  p ro ­

F IF T H  A N N U A L  M A Y D A Y  P IG  R O A S T  
^ A N D  S M O K E -IN ^

T O M P K IN S  S Q U A R E  P A R K  
F R ID A Y , M A Y  1 ,1 9 9 8

S H A D O W  # 4 3 -(D e c .1 9 9 7 -J u n e  1 9 9 8 )-P a g e  9

te s t a g a in s t th e  p e d e s tr ia n  b a r r ic a d e s  

w a s  o rc h e s tra te d  b y  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  A l­

te rn a t iv e s , a n d  fe a tu re d  a  g ro u p  o f p e o ­

p le  w h o  h a d  d re s s e d  u p  a s  c o w s  to  e x ­

p re s s  th e ir d e s ire  n o t to  b e  tre a te d  lik e  

h u m a n  c a tt le . A n  e s s e n t ia lly  s il ly  p ro te s t 

-  "R e m o o o o o o o v e  th e  b a r r ic a d e s !" w a s  

a  ty p ic a l s lo g a n  -  it n e v e r th e le s s  re ­

c e iv e d  a  g re a t d e a l o f  m e d ia  a tte n t io n  

a n d  p la c e d  th e  is s u e  o f p e d e s tr ia n s ’ 

r ig h ts  s q u a re ly  in  th e  p u b lic  e y e . 

D is s a t is f ie d  th a t T ra n s p o r ta t io n  A lte r­

n a t iv e s  d id  n o t fo llo w -u p  o n  th e ir f irs t  

d e m o n s tra t io n , T im e ’s  U p !, a  g ro u p  o f  

ra d ic a l b ic y c le  r id e rs , o rg a n iz e d  a  s e ­

c o n d  d e m o n s tra t io n  in  m id -J a n u a ry . 

T h o u g h  th e  p ro te s te rs  w e re  n u m e ro u s , 

p la c a rd -b e a r in g  a n d  q u ite  v is ib le  ( th e y  

m a rc h e d  b a c k  a n d  fo r th  in  o n e  o f th e  

in te rs e c t io n s , b u t n o t a g a in s t th e  n e w  

r ig h ts -o f-w a y ) , th e  d e m o n s tra t io n  w a s  

h a rd ly  c o v e re d  a t a ll b y  th e  m a in s tre a m  

m e d ia . S o m e  p ro te s to rs  d e c id e d  th a t 

b o ld e r s te p s  w e re  n e e d e d . T h e  w e e k  b e ­

fo re  B ill N o t B o re d ’s  a r re s t, th e  e n t ire  

a re a  in  w h ic h  th e  b a rr ic a d e s  a re  in ­

s ta lle d  w a s  h it b y  a  m a s s iv e  g ra ff it i 

a t ta c k . A c c o rd in g  to  n e w s  re p o r ts  th a t 

c o v e re d  th e  a tta c k  in  d e p th  th e  fo llo w ­

in g  d a y , e v e ry  s in g le  n o -w a lk in g  s ig n  h a d  

h a d  th e  w o rd  "G O " p a in te d  o n  it ;  

a r ro w s  w e re  d ra w n  o n  th e  s tre e ts  p o in t­

in g  r ig h t th ro u g h  th e  b a rr ic a d e s ; a n d  th e  

p h ra s e s  "T H E  B A R R IC A D E S  S U C K " 

a n d  "B A N  A L L  P R IV A T E  C A R S  

F R O M  M A N H A T T A N " w e re  s p ra y -  

p a in te d  o n  th e  s id e w a lk s  a n d  o n  th e  

w a lls  o f b u ild in g s . W h ile  C h a n n e l 4 ’s  

re p o r t e m p h a s iz e d  th a t w r it in g  g ra ff it i is  

c o n s id e re d  v a n d a lis m  a n d  c r im in a l m is ­

c h ie f , b o th  C h a n n e l 1 1  a n d  N e w  Y o rk  1  

le ft th e ir v ie w e rs  w ith  th e  d e f in ite  im ­

p re s s io n  th a t th e  b a rr ic a d e s  d o  in d e e d  

s u c k , a n d  b ig  t im e .

T h o u g h  th e  D is tr ic t A tto rn e y ’s  o f f ic e  

h a s  y e t to  e s ta b lis h  w h e th e r  B il l N o t 

B o re d  w a s  a  c o p y c a t o r th e  p e rp e tra to r  

o f th e  o r ig in a l g ra ff it i h it a s  w e ll a s  th e  

s e c o n d  o n e , th e  z in e  p u b lis h e r w a s  a r ­

re s te d  y e llo w -h a n d e d  ( fo r th e  c o lo r o f 

s p ra y  p a in t h e  w a s  u s in g  w a s  y e llo w ) , b y  

fo o t p a tro lm a n  H e n n in g to n  a s  B il l N o t 

B o re d  w a s  w r it in g  "T H E  B A R R I­

C A D E S  S U C K " -  th o u g h  h e  o n ly  g o t 

a s  fa r a s  "T H E  B A R R IC A D E S  S " b e ­

fo re  h e  w a s  n a b b e d  - - o n  th e  s id e w a lk .  

H a n d c u ffe d  a n d  th o ro u g h ly  s e a rc h e d , 

th o u g h  n o t in fo rm e d  th a t h e  w a s  u n d e r  

a r re s t o r g iv e n  h is  M ira n d a  w a rn in g , B ill 

N o t B o re d  w a s  ta k e n  to  th e  1 8 th  p re ­

c in c t a t a ro u n d  1 0 :3 0  p m . H e  w a s  h e ld

fo r s e v e ra l h o u rs  in  a  h o ld in g  c e ll b e ­

fo re  b e in g  fo rm a lly  a r re s te d , f in a lly  

M ira n d iz e d , a n d  in te r ro g a te d  a t le n g th  

b y  tw o  d e te c t iv e s  w h o ’d  w a tc h e d  to o  

m a n y  e p is o d e s  o f N Y P D  B lu e . I t  w a s n ’t  

u n t il 7 :0 0  a m  th a t h e  w a s  ta k e n  fro m  

th e  1 8 th  P re c in c t to  C e n tra l B o o k in g . 

B u t -  b e c a u s e  th e  a r re s t in g  o ff ic e r h a d  

fo u n d  a  b o tt le  o f p re s c r ip t io n  m e d ic a ­

t io n  in  B il l N o t B o re d ’s  p o s s e s s io n  -  h e  

w a s  re fu s e d  b y  C e n tra l B o o k in g , a n d  

s e n t to  B e lle v u e  H o s p ita l fo r  a  p s y c h i­

a tr ic  e x a m in a tio n . S e v e ra l h o u rs  la te r,  

h a n d c u ffe d  to  a  w h e e lc h a ir a n d  in  th e  

m id d le  o f a  d a y  ro o m  in  th e  h o s p ita l, 

B il l w a s  q u ic k ly  ju d g e d  to  b e  s a n e , 

th o u g h  h e  c o u ld  h a v e  ju s t a s  e a s ily  b e e n  

ju d g e d  a  d a n g e r to  h im s e lf a n d  o th e rs , 

a n d  d e ta in e d  fo r u p  to  7 2  h o u rs  fo r "o b ­

s e rv a t io n ," h a d  th e  e x a m in in g  d o c to r 

b e e n  in c lin e d  o r u n d e r o rd e rs  to  d o  s o .

R e tu rn e d  to  a n d  f in a lly  a c c e p te d  b y  

C e n tra l B o o k in g  a t a ro u n d  n o o n , B il l 

w a s  h e ld  in  th e  T o m b s  u n t il h is  a r ra ig n ­

m e n t, w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  a fte r th e  s u n  

h a d  g o n e  d o w n . A t a ro u n d  9  p m , h e  

w a s  f in a lly  re le a s e d  o n  h is  o w n  re c o g n i­

z a n c e  a n d  m a d e  h is  w a y  h o m e  in  th e  

c o ld  -  w ith o u t h is  g lo v e s , h a t o r  w in te r  

c o a t, a ll o f  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  s e iz e d  a s  

e v id e n c e  b y  th e  c o p s . The New York 

Post - - n o t k n o w n  fo r its  p o p u lis t  

s ta n c e s  o n  c o n tro v e rs ia l is s u e s  -  w ro te  

u p  B ill ’s  a r re s t u n d e r th e  h e a d lin e  

"M ID N IG H T  M A R A U D E R  N A B B E D  

D E F A C IN G  H A T E D  B A R R IC A D E S ."  

O n c e  a g a in , it is  to  th e  h a te d  b a r r ic a d e s  

th a t o n e ’s  a t te n t io n  is  d ra w n . T h e y  a re  

h a te d ; a n d  fo r d a m n  g o o d  re a s o n . T h e y  

s u c k .

In  th e  w e e k s  s in c e  B ill ’s  a r re s t, th e  

b a r r ic a d e s  h a v e  re m a in e d  in  th e  n e w s , 

th a n k s  in  p a rt to  a c t iv is ts  s u c h  a s  

R o b e r t L e d e rm a n , w h o  g o t a r re s te d  o n  

a  d is o rd e r ly  c o n d u c t c h a rg e  a t a n  a n t i­

b a r r ic a d e  p ro te s t in  e a rly  F e b ru a ry . H e  

w a s  w e a rin g  a  s ig n  th a t s a y s  it  a ll in  a  

n u ts h e ll: "G IU L IA N I= P O L IC E  

S T A T E ."

A c t iv is t c r im in a l d e fe n s e  a tto rn e y  

S ta n le y  C o h e n  h a s  a g re e d  to  re p re s e n t 

B il l N o t B o re d  a s  h e  tr ie s  to  g e t th e s e  

a b s u rd ly  tru m p e d -u p  fe lo n y  c h a rg e s  d is ­

m is s e d . I f  y o u  w o u ld  lik e  to  h e lp  o u t, 

w r ite  N O T  B O R E D ! P .O . B o x  1 1 1 5 , 

N e w  Y o rk , N Y  1 0 0 0 9 -9 9 9 8 . D o n a t io n s  

s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  p a y a b le  to  "S ta n le y  

C o h e n ."

I f  y o u  w a n t to  s h o w  m o ra l s u p p o r t , 

B ill ’s  n e x t c o u r t d a te  is  A p r il 1 6 , a t 1 0 0  

C e n tre  S tre e t, P a r t F , a t 9 :3 0  a m .

J jjty t i is ts  \ S c o te rs

T o m e e t 7  p m  s h a rp !  

F irs t T h u rs d a y  

o i e v e ry  m o n th  

U n d e r th e

C u b e a t A s te r P la c e  

F o r a  i'u n k y  

r id e  th ro u g h  

th e  V illa g e .

r  o i in fo  C a ll th e

T in e s  U p H id e  L in e B 8 0 2  H 3 2 2 2
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C H IA P A S  T E R R O R  C O N T IN U E S  
IN  W A K E  O F  M A S S A C R E

B y  B ill W e in b e rg

T h e  D e c e m b e r 2 2  m a s s a c re  a t th e  

T z o tz il M a y a  v illa g e  o f C h e n a lh o  in  

s o u th e rn  M e x ic o ’s  C h ia p a s s ta te  le ft 

4 5  d e a d -9  m e n , 2 1 w o m e n  (fo u r o f 

w h o m  w e re  p re g n a n t) a n d  1 5  c h ild re n . 

A lm o s t a ll w e re  s h o t in  th e  b a c k . S o m e  

w e re  s h o t a s  th e y  w e re  p ra y in g  fo r 

p e a c e  in  th e  c h u rc h  a t th e  s m a ll o u tly ­

in g  h a m le t o f A c te a l, th e  s c e n e  o f th e  

a tta c k . O th e rs  w e re  g u n n e d d o w n  w ith  

a u to m a tic  w e a p o n s  a s  th e y  a tte m p te d  

to  fle e  in to  th e  m o u n ta in s .

T h e  m a s s a c re  m a d e  w o rld  h e a d ­

lin e s  a n d  s p a rk e d  a n  in v e s tig a tio n  b y  

th e  M e x ic a n  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t, a s  

w e ll a s  a  s h a k e -u p  in  th e  c a b in e t o f 

P re s id e n t E rn e s to  Z e d illo . B u t it is  o n ly  

th e  m o s t e g re g io u s in c id e n t in  a  w a v e  

o f p a ra m ilita ry  v io le n c e  w h ic h  is  

s w e e p in g  C h ia p a s -a n d  w h ic h  s u p p o rt­

e rs  o f th e  Z a p a tis ta  re b e l m o v e m e n t 

s a y  is  o rc h e s tra te d  b y  th e  fe d e ra l 

g o v e rn m e n t its e lf. T h e  a fte rm a th  o f th e  

m a s s a c re  h a s  a ls o  s e e n  e s c a la te d  m ili­

ta ry  p re s s u re  o n  th e  Z a p a tis ta s .

V io le n c e  h a d  b e e n  b u ild in g  in  

C h e n a lh o  fo r m o n th s . L ik e  m a n y  to w n s  

in  th e  C h ia p a s  H ig h la n d s , C h e n a lh o  is  

d iv id e d , w ith  a n  "o ffic ia l" g o v e rn m e n t 

lo y a l to  th e  lo n g -e n tre n c h e d m a c h in e  

o f th e  In s titu tio n a l R e vo lu tio n a ry  P a rty  

(P R I), a n d  a  p a ra lle l p ro -Z a p a tis ta  

"g o v e rn m e n t- in -re b e llio n " w ith  te rrito ria l 

c o n tro l o f m a n y o f th e  o u tly in g  h a m ­

le ts . C h e n a lh o ’s  c a c iq u e s , P R I- is ta  

p o lit ic a l b o s s e s  w h o  ru n  th e  H ig h la n d  

v illa g e s  a s  a u th o r ita r ia n  fie fd o m s , h a v e  

fo rm e d  p a ra m ilita ry  g ro u p s  a n d  a t­

ta c k e d  re s id e n ts  s y m p a th e tic  to  th e  

Z a p a tis ta s . In  N o v e m b e r, s e v e ra l v il­

la g e rs  w e re  murdered, "d is a p p e a re d " 

a n d  ra p e d , th e ir h o u s e s  b u rn e d , a n d  

o v e r a  th o u s a n d  e x p e lle d  fro m  th e  

c o m m u n ity . M a n y  to o k  re fu g e  in  h a m ­

le ts  lo y a l to  th e  "g o v e rn m e n t- in -re b e l-  

lio n ” , s u c h  a s  A c te a l.

O n  D e c e m b e r 2 2 , g u n m e n  e n te re d  

A c te a l a n d  b e g a n  a tta c k in g  h o m e s  

a n d  th e  h a m le t c h u rc h , ta rg e tin g  m e m ­

b e rs  o f L a s  A b e ja s  (" th e  b e e s "), a  lo c a l 

In d ia n  g ro u p  s y m p a th e tic  to  th e  Z a p a ­

tis ta s , b u t C h ris tia n  b a s e d  a n d  c o m ­

m itte d  to  n o n v io le n c e . T h e  c o m m u n ity  

w a s  u n a rm e d , a n d  th a tc h  h u ts  w e re  lit­

t le  s h e lte r fro m  m a c h in e -g u n  ro u n d s .

A s  firs t re p o rts  o f th e  v io le n c e  

re a c h e d  th e  H ig h la n d  to w n  o f S a n  

C ris to b a l d e  L a s  C a s a s , c h u rc h  w o rk ­

e rs  im m e d ia te ly  a le rte d  th e  s ta te  a u - ■

th o r itie s . P o lic e  d id  n o t re s p o n d  u n til 

s e v e ra l h o u rs  la te r, w h e n  th e  k illin g  

w a s  o v e r, d e s p ite  m a in ta in in g  a  p o s t 

ju s t o u ts id e  C h e n a lh o . P o lic e  a n d  R e d  

C ro s s  w o rk e rs  la te r re c o v e re d  4 5  

b o d ie s  a t A c te a l, m a n y  o f w h ic h  w e re  

m u tila te d w ith  m a c h e te s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  d a y , w ith  th o u s a n d s  

o f n e w  re fu g e e s  fro m  th e  a re a  h id in g  

in  th e  c o ld  a n d  m is ty  m o u n ta in s  w ith ­

o u t a d e q u a te  fo o d  o r s h e lte r, A c te a l 

w a s  o c c u p ie d  b y  fe d e ra l p o lic e  a n d  

a rm y  tro o p s . 5 0  p e o p le  w e re  a rre s te d  

in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  k illin g s , in c lu d ­

in g  th e  P R I m a y o r o f C h e n a lh o , J a c in to  

A ria s  C ru z .

F a c in g  a  n a tio n a l o u tc ry  fo r th e  d is ­

a rm in g  o f th e  P R I-is ta  p a ra m ilita rie s , 

fe d e ra l P R I In te r io r M in is te r E m ilio  

C h u a y ffe t d e c la re d  th a t th e  d is a rm in g  

o f C h ia p a s  m u s t in c lu d e  th e  re b e l 

Z a p a tis ta  N a tio n a l L ib e ra tio n  A rm y  = J

(E Z L N )-w h ic h  h a s  n e v e r ta rg e te d  c iv il-  «

ia n s  a n d  h a s  n o t fire d  a  s in g le  s h o t in o  

a n g e r s in c e  a  c e a s e -fire  w a s  a rra n g e d §  

te n  d a y s  in to  th e ir J a n u a ry 1 9 9 4  u p ris ­

in g .

W ith in  d a y s  o f C h u a y ffe t’s  d e c la ra ­

tio n , E Z L N  a rm s c a c h e s  w e re  "d is ­

c o v e re d " b y  th e  a rm y in  A lta m ira n o  

a n d  o th e r C h ia p a s  c o m m u n itie s . R e s i­

d e n ts  la te r c la im e d to  th e  M e x ic a n  

p re s s th a t th e  a rm s h a d  b e e n  "p la n t­

e d ."

T h e  E Z L N ’s  S u b c o m a n d a n te  M a r­

c o s  s a id  in  a  c o m m u n iq u e  th a t th e  

fe d e ra l tro o p  b u ild -u p  in  C h ia p a s s ig ­

n a le d  a n  im m in e n t a tta c k  o n  th e  Z a p a ­

tis ta s : " It 's  a  q u e s tio n  o f d a y s , th e  

m o s t c a u tio u s  s a y . O f h o u rs , s a y  th e  

m o s t n e rv o u s ."

O n  J a n u a ry  3 , 2 0 0  fe d e ra l a rm y  

tro o p s  a d v a n c e d  o n  L a  R e a lid a d , th e  

p r in c ip a l E Z L N -c o n tro lle d  v illa g e  in  th e  

L a c a n d o n  S e lv a , th e  re b e ls ’ ju n g le

B L A C K L IS T E D  H E W S :
S E C R E T  H IS T O R IE S  F R O M  C H IC A G O  T O  1 9 8 4  

7 3 5  p a g e s  o f 

u n d e rg ro u n d  

n e w s , in v e s tig a tive  

re p o rts , p h o to s , 

a rt a n d

p ro p a g a n d a  p u t 

o u t b y  th e  o r ig in a l 

Y o u th  In te rn a tio n a l 

P a rty  (Y IP P IE S ) 

fro m  1 9 6 7 -1 9 8 4 .

T h is  c o lle c to r ’s  

e d itio n  h a s  b e e n  

o u t o f p r in t fo r 

m o re  th a n  te n  

y e a rs  a n d  c a n n o t 

b e  fo u n d  

a n y w h e re  e ls e !!
Only $15 + $3.25 

postage + handling.

Order yours from:

SHADOW PRESS,

P.O.BOX 20298,

New York, NY 10009

s tro n g h o ld . A t th is  p re c is e  m o m e n t in  

M e x ic o  C ity , P re s id e n t Z e d illo  h a d  th e  

h a rd lin e  C h u a y ffe t re p la ce d  b y  F ra n ­

c is c o  L a b a s tid a , th e  fo rm e r A g ric u ltu re  

M in is te r a n d  a  re p u te d  m o d e ra te . T h e  

tro o p s  in  th e  S e lv a  m e re ly  s u rro u n d e d  

L a  R e a lid a d  ra th e r th a n  e n te r in g  it, a n d  

th e  fe a re d  b lo o d b a th  w a s  a v e rte d . It is  

u n k n o w n  w h e th e r th e  tro o p s  g o t a  

c h a n g e  o f o rd e rs  fro m  M e x ic o  C ity .

M e a n w h ile , o th e r k e y  Z a p a tis ta  v il­

la g e s h a v e  b e e n  o c c u p ie d  b y  th e  

a rm y , in c lu d in g M o re lia  o n  th e  e d g e  o f 

th e  S e lv a , a n d  O v e n tic  in  th e  H ig h ­

la n d s , w h e re  th e  re b e ls  h a d  ju s t h e ld  a  

N e w  Y e a rs  fie s ta  to  c e le b ra te  th e  

fo u rth  a n n iv e rs a ry  o f th e ir u p r is in g . 

T h e re  a re  re p o rts  o f In d ia n s  in  M o re lia  

a n d  o th e r S e lv a  v illa g e s  b e in g  

ro u g h e d  u p , in te rro g a te d  a n d  e v e n  

to rtu re d  b y  a rm y tro o p s  d e m a n d in g  to  

k n o w  th e  w h e re a b o u ts  o f M a rc o s . 

O ve n tic  w a s  a b a n d o n e d , a n d  M a rc o s  

h a s  n o t b e e n  s e e n  s in c e  th e  tro o p s  

s u rro u n d e d L a  R e a lid a d  o n  J a n u a ry  3 .

M a n y h u m a n  r ig h ts  o b s e rv e rs  b e ­

lie v e  fo rm e r a n d  a c tiv e  m ilita ry  a n d  

p o lic e  o ffic e rs  a re  a rm in g  a n d  tra in in g  

th e  p a ra m ilita ry  g ro u p s  in  C h ia p a s - 

w h ic h  w o u ld  e x p la in  h o w  th e y  h a v e  

b e e n  a b le  to  g e t A K  4 7 s  a n d  o th e r 

s o p h is tic a te d  w e a p o n s . T h e s e  c la im s  

w e re  g iv e n  fu rth e r c re d e n c e  b y  a  s to ry  

w h ic h  ra n  in  th e  M e x ic a n  n e w s w e e k ly  

Proceso o n  J a n u a ry  4 , e x te n s iv e ly  

q u o tin g  a n  a rm y d o c u m e n t re p o rte rs  

h a d  u n c o v e re d e n tit le d  "C a m p a ig n  

C h ia p a s  P la n .” T h e  d o c u m e n t c a lle d  

fo r M e x ic a n  M ilita ry In te llig e n c e  to  

"s e c re tly  o rg a n iz e  c e rta in  s e c to rs  o f 

th e  c iv ilia n  p o p u la tio n , in c lu d in g  

ra n c h e rs , p ro p e rty  o w n e rs a n d  in d iv i­

d u a ls  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  a  h ig h  s e n s e  o f 

p a tr io tis m , w h o  w ill b e  e m p lo y e d  in  

s u p p o rt o f o u r o p e ra tio n s ."

M a n y o f th e  M e x ic a n  o ffic e rs  o v e r­

s e e in g  th e  C h ia p a s c a m p a ig n  a re  

tra in e d  b y  th e  U S  A rm y ’s  S c h o o l o f th e  

A m e ric a s  a t F t. B a n n in g , G A , o s te n s ib ­

ly  fo r d ru g  e n fo rc e m e n t, le a d in g  o b ­

s e rv e rs  in  th e  M e x ic a n  p re s s  to  a s k  if 

th e  tra in in g  is  re a lly  “a n ti-n a rc o s " o r 

"a n ti-M a rc o s ."

T h e  m o s t n o to rio u s  p a ra m ilita ry  

g ro u p , th e  O rw e llia n ly -n a m e d P a z  y  

J u s tic ia  ( 'P e a c e  &  J u s tic e "), h a s  o v e r 

th e  p a s t y e a r k ille d  u p w a rd s  o f 1 0 0  

c iv ilia n s in  th e  C h o i M a y a  n o rth e rn  p a rt 

o f th e  s ta te . O n  N o ve m b e r 4 , th e  B is h ­

o p  o f S a n  C ris to b a l, S a m u e l R u iz , w a s  

th e  ta rg e t o f a n  a s s a s s in a tio n  a tte m p t 

w h e n  h is  m o to rc a d e  w a s s p ra y e d  w ith  

g u n fire  in  th e  N o rth e rn  Z o n e , w o u n d ­

in g  th re e  c h u rc h  w o rke rs . T w o  d a y s  

la te r, B is h o p  R u iz ’s  s is te r M a ria  d e  la  

L u z  R u iz , w a s  a tta c k e d  w ith  a  h a m m e r 

a t th e  d io c e s e  o ffic e s  in  S a n  C ris to b a l, 

a n d  h o s p ita liz e d  w ith  s e r io u s  h e a d  in ­

ju r ie s . O n e  m a n  w a s  a rre s te d  in  th e  a t­

ta c k .

D e s p ite  c la im s  th a t th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

h a s  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th e  p a ra m ilita ry  

v io le n c e , a fte r th e  C h e n a lh o  m a s s a c re  

it w a s  re v e a le d  th a t C h ia p a s ’ P R I G o v ­

e rn o r J u lio  C e s a r R u iz F e rro  d o n a te d  

$ 1 ,0 0 0  to  P a z  y  J u s tic ia  fo r "c o m m u n i­

ty  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro je c ts " d u r in g  la s t 

J u ly ’s  fe d e ra l e le c tio n s . H e  w a s  s u b s e ­

q u e n tly  fo rc e d  to  re s ig n . H o w e v e r, h is  

re p la c e m e n t c h o s e n  b y  th e  s ta te  le g is ­

la tu re , R o b e rto  A lb o re s  G u ille n , C h ia ­

p a s ' fo u rth  g o v e rn o r in  th re e  y e a rs , is  

a  s c io n  o f th e  s ta te ’s  c a ttle  o lig a rc h y . 

A lb o re s  G u ille n  is  g ra n d s o n  o f fo rm e r 

G o v e rn o r A b s o lo m  C a s te lla n o s , w h o  

w a s  b r ie fly  h e ld  b y  th e  E Z L N  d u rin g  

th e  1 9 9 4  u p ris in g  a n d  c h a rg e d  w ith  

c r im e s  a g a in s t th e  In d ia n  p o p u la ito n  o f 

C h ia p a s  b y  a  Z a p a tis ta  tr ib u n a l fo r h is  

re p re s s iv e  re ig n  in  th e  m id -1 9 8 0 s .
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US COMPANY SOLD ANTHRAX 

BACTERIA TO IRAQ
B y  F ra n k  M o ra le s

‘Anthrax is news/1 -  (N ig h t l in e , A B C -T V , 2 /2 0 /9 8 )

‘For the first time, some Persian Gulf War veterans have a government study that 

backs up what they have said all along. They're sicker than people who weren't there. 

What is making them sick is still a mystery." ~  (A s s o c ia te d  P re s s , 2 /2 7 /9 6 )

F ro m  1 9 8 5  to  1 9 8 9 , th e  U n ite d  

S ta te s  g o v e rn m e n t a p p ro v e d  7 0  s h ip ­

m e n ts  o f  a n th ra x  a n d  o th e r d is e a s e -  

c a u s in g  p a th o g e n s  to  I r a q i s c ie n t is ts .

T h e  A m e r ic a n  T y p e  C u ltu re  C o lle c t io n  

(A T C C ) , a  7 3 -y e a r  o ld  n o n p ro f it  c o m ­

p a n y  b a s e d  in  R o c k v il le ,  M a ry la n d , w a s  

th e  s u p p l ie r -e x p o r te r  o f  th e  a n th ra x  a n d  

o th e r  " c u ltu re s "  to  I r a q . T h e s e  s h ip ­

m e n ts  w e re  a p p ro v e d  b y  th e  U S  C o m ­

m e rc e  D e p a r tm e n t’s  T e c h n ic a l A d v is o ry  

C o m m it te e , w h o s e  m e m b e rs h ip  in c lu d e d  

R o b e r t S te v e n s o n , th e n  c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e  

o f  A T C C . T h is  w a s  re p o r te d  b y  New 

York Newsday in  a  N o v e m b e r 2 7 , 1 9 9 6  

a r t ic le  w r it te n  b y  P a t r ic k  J . S lo y a n , 

e n t it le d ,  " U n d is c lo s e d  C o n n e c t io n . "  

S lo y a n  re v e a le d  th a t A T C C ’s  ro le  a s  a  

s u p p l ie r o f  a n th ra x  to  I r a q  b e c a m e  

k n o w n  o n  F e b ru a ry  9 , 1 9 9 4 , w h e n  S e n .  

D o n a ld  R ie g le  (D . M ic h . )  d e l iv e re d  a  

S e n a te  s p e e c h  c r i t ic iz in g  A T C C ’s  a c ­

t io n s .

A T C C  p ro d u c ts ,  a l l 6 0 ,0 0 0  c u ltu re s  

in  s to c k , c a n  b e  g ro w n  to  p ro d u c e  b io ­

w a r m u n it io n s ,  a lth o u g h , a c c o rd in g  to  

S lo y a n , " U N  S p e c ia l C o m m is s io n  in v e s ­

t ig a to rs  in  I r a q  fo u n d  n o  e v id e n c e  th a t  

B a g d a d  u s e d  b io lo g ic a l w e a p o n s  o r  e v e n  

s u c c e e d e d  in  d e v e lo p in g  th e  p a th o g e n s  

in to  u s a b le  b a t t le f ie ld  m u n it io n s . "  

N e v e r th e le s s , " 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  f r o n t l in e  U S  

c o m b a t t r o o p s  g o t a n th ra x  v a c c in e  in je c ­

t io n s . "  In  o th e r  w o rd s , A m e r ic a n  s o l­

d ie rs  w e re  s h o t u p  w ith  a n th ra x , s u p ­

p o s e d ly  im m u n iz in g  th e m  a g a in s t a n ­

th ra x  p o is o n s , s u p p l ie d  e a r lie r , in  s o m e  

q u a n t i ty , w ith  th e  c o n s e n t o f  th e  U S  

g o v e rn m e n t  i ts e lf !

D is p e rs e d  a s  a n  a e ro s a l,  a n th ra x  

s p o re s  c a n  p ro d u c e  h ig h  fe v e r , b re a th ­

in g  d if f ic u lty , c h e s t p a in  a n d  e v e n tu a l ly ,  

b lo o d  p o is o n in g  a n d  d e a th . A re a s  th a t 

a re  h it  w ith  a n th ra x  c a n  re m a in  le th a l to  

h u m a n s  fo r  d e c a d e s . T h e  q u e s t io n  is ,  

w e re  " o u r b o y s ”  s u b je c t to  th e s e  s p o re s  

d u r in g  O p e ra t io n  D e s e r t S to rm , a n d  

p o s s ib ly  e v e n  u s e d  a s  g u in e a  p ig s  in  

s o m e  k in d  o f  b io -w a r  s c e n a r io ?  In  a n y  

c a s e , b y  1 9 9 3 , tw o  7 5 ,0 0 0  U S  G u lf  W a r  

v e te ra n s  h a v e  c o m p la in e d  o f  i l ln e s s ,  

fa t ig u e , s o re  jo in ts , s le e p in g  d if f ic u lty ,  

c h ro n ic  d ia r rh e a , m e m o ry  lo s s  a n d  d e ­

p re s s io n , a l l o f  w h ic h  th e y  c la im  a re  

r e la te d  to  th e ir  m il i ta r y  s e rv ic e . E v e n ­

tu a lly ,  v e te ra n s  g ro u p s  b ro u g h t s u f f ic ie n t  

p re s s u re  to  b e a r , fo r c in g  P re s id e n t C lin ­

to n  to  a c t . A s  e x p e c te d , th e  p re s id e n t  

a p p o in te d  a  c o m m is s io n  to  s tu d y  ( re a d :  

c o v e r u p )  th e  is s u e . H e  " o rd e re d " th e  

P e n ta g o n  its e lf  to  s tu d y  th e  p ro b le m  

a n d  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  a n y  l in k  e x is ts  

b e tw e e n  a n th ra x  a n d  s ic k  A m e r ic a n  s o l­

d ie r s .

T h e  P e n ta g o n , in  tu rn , s e t u p  th e  

D e fe n s e  S c ie n c e  B o a rd  T a s k  F o rc e  o n  

P e rs ia n  G u lf  W a r H e a lth  E f fe c ts . T h e  

re s u lts  o f  th e ir  s tu d y , re le a s e d  in  1 9 9 4 ,  

d is m is s e d  a n y  l in k s  b e tw e e n  c h e m ic a l 

a n d  b io lo g ic a l w e a p o n s  a n d  P e rs ia n  

G u lf  W a r - re la te d  i l ln e s s e s . D e s p ite  th is  

p re d ic ta b le  P e n ta g o n  d e n ia l, c o m in g  

f r o m  a  ta s k  fo r c e  th a t p re -e m p t iv e ly  

r u le d  o u t b io lo g ic a l w e a p o n s  a s  a  c a u s e  

o f  " G u lf  W a r  s y n d ro m e ,"  th o u s a n d s  o f  

G u lf  W a r  v e te ra n s  h a v e  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  

c la s s  a c t io n  s u its . A c c o rd in g  to  Newsday, 

th e y  a re  " s e e k in g  d a m a g e s  f r o m  A T C C  

a n d  o th e r f irm s  th a t e x p o r te d  p ro d u c ts  

th a t c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  in  I r a q ’s  

c h e m ic a l a n d  b io lo g ic a l w a r fa re  p ro ­

g ra m ."  T h e  Newsday a r t ic le  g o e s  o n  to  

s ta te  th a t " o n e  p o s s ib le  s o u rc e  o f  a  lo w

le v e l e x p o s u re  to  b io lo g ic a l w e a p o n s  

m a y  h a v e  b e e n  th e  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  I r a q i 

b io lo g ic a l fa c i li t i te s  b y  U S  w a rp la n e s . "

C o n s id e r in g  th a t " re n o w n e d  g e n e t i­

c is t "  J o s h u a  L e d e rb e rg  h e a d e d  th e  P e n ­

ta g o n  s tu d y , i t  w a s  n o  s u rp r is e  to  s o m e  

th a t i t  r e a c h e d  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t i t  

d id . L e d e rb e rg ,  b o rn  M a y  2 3 ,1 9 2 5 , is  a  

fo rm e r  P re s id e n t o f  R o c k e fe lle r  U n iv e r ­

s ity  in  M a n h a t ta n , a  1 9 5 8  N o b e l la u ­

re a te  fo r  m e d ic in e  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  

D e fe n s e  S c ie n c e  B o a rd . H e  w a s  c h o s e n  

to  h e a d  u p  th e  P e n ta g o n  s tu d y  b y  th e n  

D e p u ty  D e fe n s e  S e c re ta r y  J o h n  D e u tc h ,  

la te r  h e a d  o f  th e  C IA .  D e u tc h  h a d  n o  

p ro b le m  w ith  L e d e rb e rg , n o r  w ith  th e  

fa c t th a t at the time of the 1994 Penta­

gon study, Lederberg was also one of 10 

directors on the board of American Type 

Culture Collection! L a te r ,  D e u tc h  

c la im e d  th a t h e  d id n ’t k n o w  o f  L e d e r -  

b e rg ’s  c o n n e c t io n s  to  A T C C  o r  th a t th e  

f i rm  s h ip p e d  a n th ra x  fo r  fo u r  y e a rs , to  

I r a q .

T h e  P e n ta g o n  T a s k  F o rc e  to o k  s e v e n  

m o n th s  to  is s u e  its  r e p o r t . In  i t ,  L e d e r ­

b e rg  d e v o te d  o n ly  a  h a lf - p a g e  to  b io ­

lo g ic a l w e a p o n s . H e  s ta te d  th a t " th e re  is  

n o  s c ie n t i f ic  o r  m e d ic a l e v id e n c e  th a t . . .  

th e re  w e re  a n y  e x p o s u re s  o f  U S  s e rv ic e  

m e m b e rs  to  c h e m ic a l o r  b io lo g ic a l w a r ­

fa re  a g e n ts  in  K u w a it o r  S a u d i A ra b ia . "  

A c tu a l ly ,  a  w e e k  a f te r  S e n a to r R ie g le ’s  

F e b ru a ry  9 ,1 9 9 4  a t ta c k  o f  A T C C  o n  

th e  S e n a te  f lo o r , L e d e rb e rg  w ro te  

R ie g le , a s  h e a d  o f  th e  P e n ta g o n  T a s k  

F o rc e , o n  " O f f ic e  o f  th e  S e c re ta r y  o f  

D e fe n s e "  s ta t io n a ry .  W ith  f r o th in g  in n o ­

c e n c e , L e d e rb e rg  s ta te d  th a t h e  w a s  " in ­

t r ig u e d  b y  y o u r  re c e n t s u g g e s t io n  th a t  

th e  m e d ic a l p ro b le m s  b e in g  e x h ib ite d  b y  

s o m e  G u lf  W a r  v e te ra n s  m ig h t b e  re la t­

e d  to  b io lo g ic a l w a r fa re , s p e c if ic a lly , to  

th e  l is t o f  b io lo g ic a l m a te r ia ls  s e n t to  

I r a q  f r o m  th e  A m e r ic a n  T y p e  C u ltu re  

C o lle c t io n . "  H e  re q u e s te d  a  " b r ie f in g "  b y  

R ie g le ’s  s ta f f ,  w h o  th e n  la te r  te s t if ie d  

b e fo re  L e d e rb e rg ’s  p a n e l o n  F e b ru a ry  

2 5 , 1 9 9 4 , s u p p ly in g  th e m  w ith  th is  in fo r ­

m a t io n . N o n e  o f  th e  te s t im o n y  o r  d e ta i ls  

a b o u t A T C C ’s  s h ip m e n ts  w e re  c o n ­

ta in e d  in  th e  f in a l r e p o r t .

T h e  A m e r ic a n  T y p e  C u ltu re  C o lle c ­

t io n , fo r  w h o m  L e d e rb e rg  s e rv e d  a s  a  

d ire c to r  f r o m  1 9 9 0  to  1 9 9 4 , is  a c c o rd in g  

to  Newsday, " a  re p o s ito r y  o f  b a c te r ia ,  

fu n g i a n d  o th e r p ro d u c ts  u s e d  b y  th e  

g lo b a l s c ie n t if ic  c o m m u n ity  a s  a  s ta n -  

la rd  o f  r e fe re n c e  fo r  re s e a rc h . "  A u th o r

S lo y a n  n o te s  th a t a  M s . K a y  S lo a n -  

B re e n , " a n  A T C C  s p o k e s w o m a n ,"  d e ­

f in e d  A T C C  a s  a  " c o lle c t io n  o f  s c ie n t is ts  

w e a r in g  w h ite  h a ts . "  T h e  d ire c t p re d e ­

c e s s o r o f  A T C C  w a s  th e  c re a t io n , in  

1 9 1 1 , o f  a  re p o s ito ry  o f  l iv in g  b a c te r ia  

a t th e  A m e r ic a n  M u s e u m  o f  N a tu ra l 

H is to r y  in  N e w  Y o rk  C ity .

A T C C  w a s  o f f ic ia lly  fo rm e d  in  1 9 2 5  

b y  a  c o m m it te e  o f  s c ie n t is ts  a n d  o th e rs  

s p e a rh e a d e d  b y  th e  N a t io n a l R e s e a rc h  

C o u n c i l . R e lo c a t in g  a  n u m b e r o f  t im e s ,  

A T C C  s e t t le d  in  R o c k v il le ,  M a ry la n d  in  

1 9 6 4 , a lth o u g h  i t  is  s c h e d u le d  to  m o v e  

o n c e  a g a in  to  a  " s ta te  o f  th e  a r t ”  fa c i li ty  

a t P r in c e  W ill ia m  C o u n ty ,  V ir g in ia , 

s o m e  t im e  in  e a r ly  1 9 9 8 . (A T C C  is  c u r ­

r e n t ly  lo c a te d  a t 1 2 3 0 1  P a rk la w n  D r iv e ,  

R o c k v il le , M a ry la n d , 2 0 8 5 2 . T e le p h o n e :  

( 3 0 1 )  8 8 1 -2 6 0 0 . )

A c c o rd in g  to  a n  A T C C  p ro m o , th e y  

a re  " a  g lo b a l b io s c ie n c e  o rg a n iz a t io n  

th a t p ro v id e s  b io lo g ic a l p ro d u c ts ,  te c h ­

n ic a l s e rv ic e s , a n d  e d u c a t io n a l p ro g ra m s  

to  p r iv a te , in d u s t r y ,  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  

a c a d e m ic  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a ro u n d  th e  

w o r ld . T h e  m is s io n  o f  th e  A T C C  is  to  

a c q u ire , a u th e n t ic a te  a n d  m a in ta in  re ­

fe re n c e  c u ltu re s , re la te d  b io lo g ic a l 

m a te r ia ls , a n d  a s s o c ia te d  d a ta , a n d  to  

d is t r ib u te  th e s e  to  q u a li f ie d  s c ie n t is ts  in  

g o v e rn m e n t ,  in d u s t r y  a n d  e d u c a t io n . "

A T C C  " c u ltu re  d is t r ib u t io n  p o l ic y "  

r e a d s  a s  fo l lo w s : " A T C C  d is t r ib u te s  c u l­

tu re s  o n ly  to  q u a l i f ie d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  a n d  

s c ie n t is ts . In d ic a t io n  o f  a d e q u a te  fa c i l i­

t ie s  a n d  e x p e r t is e  m u s t b e  d e m o n s t ra te d  

to  re c e iv e  c u ltu re s  f r o m  A T C C . G o v e rn ­

m e n t P e rm its , o r  C o m p lia n c e  A g re e ­

m e n ts ,  o r  o th e r  fo rm s  m a y  b e  re q u ire d  

fo r  th e  re c e ip t o f  c e r ta in  c u ltu re s . S h ip ­

m e n ts  to  c o u n t r ie s  o u ts id e  th e  U S , o r  

th e ir  a g e n ts ,  a re  re g u la te d  b y  th e  U S  

D e p a r tm e n t o f  C o m m e rc e . C e r ta in  

c o u n t r ie s , s p e c if ie d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t 

o f  C o m m e rc e , a re  p ro h ib ite d  f r o m  re ­

c e iv in g  c u ltu re s  f r o m  A T C C ."  I t  is  n o t  

d i f f ic u lt fo r  th e  in te l lig e n t  re a d e r  to  

d is c e rn  th e  lo o p -h o le s  in  th is  " p o lic y . "

A c c o rd in g  to  p u b lis h e d  re p o r ts ,  

A T C C  s h ip p e d  Bacillus anthracis tw ic e -  

in  M a y  1 9 8 6  a n d  S e p te m b e r  1 9 8 8 .

T h e re  w e re  a ls o  tw o  s h ip m e n ts  o f  Clos­

tridium botulinum-a b a c te r iu m  u s e d  to  

m a k e  b o tu l in u m  to x in -o n  th e  s a m e  

d a te s . T h e  b a tc h e s , f r o z e n  in  t in y  v ia ls ,  

w e re  s h ip p e d  to  B a g d a d ’s  M in is t r y  o f  

E d u c a t io n . T h e  C IA  a n d  D e fe n s e  In te l­

l ig e n c e  A g e n c y  k n e w  in  1 9 8 6  (o r  a t le a s t  

th is  is  im p lie d  in  a  re c e n t ly  d e c la s s if ie d  

C IA  d o c u m e n t) th a t q u ite  l ik e ly  th e re  

e x is te d  a  " s t r ic t ly  c o n t ro l le d " a re a  a t  

S a lm a n  P a k  w h ic h  s e rv e d  a s  s o m e  k in d  

o f  b io -w e a p o n s  fa c i l ity  in  B a g d a d .

A g a in , a c c o rd in g  to  S lo y a n , " th e  m a in  

p ro d u c t io n  fa c i li ty , S a lm a n  P a k , w a s  

b o m b e d  f r o m  th e  o u ts e t o f  th e  w a r  

a f te r  a n  e x te n s iv e  d e b a te  b e tw e e n  

G e o rg e  B u s h  a n d  h is  m il i ta r y  c o m m a n d ­

e rs . T h e y  fe a re d  fa llo u t  f r o m  th e  a ir  

s t r ik e s  c o u ld  p o l lu te  th e  b a t t le f ie ld . "  In  

o th e r  w o rd s , b y  1 9 9 1  a n d  O p e ra t io n

D e s e r t S to rm , th e  g e n e ra ls  a n d  o th e rs  

k n e w  fu l l w e l l th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  

b o m b in g  s u c h  a  b io -w e a p o n s  fa c i li ty , in  

e f fe c t w a g in g  a  c h e m ic a l w a r .

R e c e n t ly  a c q u ire d  d o c u m e n ts  re la te d  

to  th e  A m e r ic a n  T y p e  C u ltu re  C o lle c ­

t io n  s ta te  th a t  th e y  a re  a n  " a r c h iv e  o f  

l iv in g  c u ltu re s  a n d  g e n e t ic  m a te r ia ls "  in  

th e  b u s in e s s  o f  d e v e lo p in g  " b io lo g ic a l 

m o d e l s y s te m s ."  A T C C  is  e x te n s iv e ly  in ­

v o lv e d  in  th e  H u m a n  G e n o m e  P ro je c t ,  

b u s ily  " a n a ly z in g  th e  e n t ire  h u m a n  

g e n o m e ,"  a c c o rd in g  to  R a y m o n d  H .  

C y p e s s ,  A T C C ’s  C E O  a n d  P re s id e n t . 

A T C C  is  e x te n s iv e ly  in v o lv e d  in  g e n e t ic  

e n g in e e r in g  a n d  o th e r  a re a s , in c lu d in g  

c lo n in g .

O n e  s h o u ld  n o t e x p e c t A T C C  to  

m e n t io n  th e ir  p o lic y  re g a rd in g  b io -w a r ­

fa re ,  c o u n te r - in s u rg e n c y  o r  th e  m u rd e r  

o f  in n o c e n t  p e o p le . T h e s e  a re  m e d ic a l 

p e o p le  w h o  e x p e c t u s  to  t r u s t in  th e ir  

o b je c t iv ity ,  c o m p a s s io n  a n d  s k i l l.  B u t  

l ik e  in  G e rm a n y  5 0 +  y e a rs  a g o , h a v e  

th e  h e a le r s  b e c o m e  th e  k i l le r s ?  D o c to r  

L e d e rb e rg  h a s  re fu s e d  in te r v ie w s  o n  th is  

s u b je c t .  A n d  a g a in , th e re  is  n o  m e n tio n  

o f  u t i li t iz in g  a  " c u ltu re "  l ik e  a n th ra x  in  

th e  m a s s iv e  g e n o c id e  o f  p e o p le . T h e  

f ir s t  a l le g a t io n s  o f  th e  u s e  o f  b io lo g ic a l 

a g e n ts  in  w a r  w e re  m a d e  in  re s p o n s e  to  

a t te m p ts  b y  th e  G e rm a n s  to  e m p lo y  

s u c h  a g e n ts  d u r in g  W o r ld  W a r  I .  A t  o n e  

p o in t  in  1 9 1 6 , th e  G e rm a n s  w e re  a c ­

c u s e d  o f  in n o c u la t in g  h o rs e s  w ith  a n ­

th ra x  in  B u c h a re s t .  W o r ld  W a r  I I  p ro ­

d u c e d  m o re  a c c u s a t io n s  a g a in s t G e r ­

m a n y . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  re c o rd  o f  th e  

N u re m b e rg  T r ib u n a l, o n e  o f  th o s e  in ­

v o lv e d  in  g e rm  w a r fa re  e x p e r im e n ta t io n  

d u r in g  th e  w a r  w a s  D r . W a lte r P . 

S c h r ie b e r ,  w h o  w a s  a t th e  t im e  h e a d  o f  

th e  S c ie n t i f ic  D e p a r tm e n t G ro u p  C  o f  

th e  M il ita ry  A c a d e m y  in  B e r l in . In  

M a rc h  1 9 5 2 , Time Magazine reported: 

" D r . S c h r ie b e r ,  i t  d e v e lo p e d , h a d  b e e n  

b ro u g h t to  th e  U S  in  a  D e fe n s e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t s c o o p -u p  o f  G e rm a n  te c h n ic a l 

m e n  k n o w n  a s  Operation Paperclip. H is  

jo b : c o n s u lta n t to  th e  (U S )  A ir fo r c e  in  a  

d iv is io n  w ith  th e  g ra n d i lo q u e n t  t i t le  

Global Preventive Medicine." F o r t  

D e t r ic k , n e a r F re d e r ic k , M a ry la n d , is  

o n e  o f  th e  m a in  c e n te r s  o f  b io lo g ic a l 

w a r fa re  re s e a rc h  in  A m e r ic a , s e t u p  in  

1 9 4 3 .  T h e  fa c i l i ty ,  c o m p r is in g  s o m e  1 5 0 0  

a c re s , w ie ld s  a  la rg e  b u d g e t,  e m p lo y in g  

h u n d re d s  o f  " s c ie n t is ts . "  In  p a r t , i ts  

e f fo r ts  a re  d ir e c te d  to w a rd  b re e d in g  in ­

to  p a th o g e n ic  (h a rm fu l)  o rg a n is m s  w ith  

p re c is e ly  th e  c h a ra c te r is t ic s - s u c h  a s  

re s is ta n c e  to  a n t ib io t ic s - th a t re a l m e d i­

c a l re s e a rc h e rs  w o u ld  l ik e  to  s e e  e ra d i­

c a te d . A n th ra x  d is e a s e  is  th e  o b je c t o f  

c o n s id e ra b le  re s e a rc h  a t p la c e s  l ik e  F o r t  

D e t r ic k . F in a l ly , a m o n g  o th e r  in s t itu ­

t io n s  th a t c o m e  w ith in  th e  in f lu e n t ia l  

s w a y  o f  F o r t D e t r ic k , a re  th e  N a t io n a l 

A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e s  a n d  th e  A m e r ic a n  

S o c ie ty  fo r  M ic ro b io lo g y . T h e  la t te r  

g ro u p , o r ig in a lly  c a l le d  th e  S o c ie ty  o f  

A m e r ic a n  B a c te r io lo g is ts  b a c k  in  1 9 2 5 , 

h e lp e d  e s ta b l is h , a s  a  c h a r te r - fo u n d in g  

m e m b e r ,  th e  A m e r ic a n  T y p e  C u ltu re  

C o lle c t io n .

I t ’s  t r u e . A n th ra x  is  " n e w s " . 

R e fe re n c e s :

• N e w  Y o rk  N e w s d a y , 1 1 /2 7 /9 6 ,  

" U n d is c lo s e d  C o n n e c t io n " , P a t r ic k  J .  

S lo y a n , p g .A 4 .

• A  S u rv e y  o f  C h e m ic a l a n d  B io lo g ic a l 

W e a p o n s , C o o k s o n  a n d  N o t t in g h a m ,  

M o n th ly  R e v ie w  P re s s , 1 9 6 9 .

• B u l le t in  o f  th e  A to m ic  S c ie n t is ts , A p r il  

1 9 8 5 , " U S  C o v e r -u p  o f  N a z i S c ie n t is ts " ,  

U n d a  H u n t , p g .1 6 ff  (o n  O p e ra t io n  

P a p e rc l ip )

• W o r ld  W id e  W e b : A T C C  a d d re s s :  

h t tp : / /w w w .a tc c .o rg

• N e w  L o o k  a t G u lf  W a r S y n d ro m e , N Y  

T im e s

A r t ic le s :

h t tp : / /s p j.o rg /s d x a w a rd s 9 6 /0 6 w a s h c o r /

1 2 1 0 .h tm
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Well, here we are again!! Too many 
kops and not enough crime to go 

around!! But mayor Adolph Giuliani is 
keeping kops busy, using his doctored 
NYPD crime statistics indicating a drop 

in crime to justify fulfilling his wildest 

fascist fantasies, all in the name of 
"quality of life." Now the mayor has 
kops manning pedestrian barricades in 
midtown to make the city more traffic- 
friendly. He’s also ordered kops to 
ticket jay walkers (most kops are refus­
ing to enforce this), and he has kops 
rounding up dogs who are held for ran­
som. Dogs whose owners can’t pay for a 
license, shots, neutering/spading and 

implanting of a microchip get put to 
sleep.

*♦ **

Last September, just days after the 
publication of SHADOW #42, which 
contained an article about Lower East 
Side activist Jerry The Peddler and his 
planned Halloween Smoke-In for Wash­

ington Square Park, kops arrested Jerry 
for possession of marijuana. Their "evi­
dence" was the remaining stalks from al­
ready-harvested marijuana plants that 
had been growing in a city-owned va­
cant lot in which Jerry happened to be 

sitting at the time of his arrest. The 
plainclothes kops who took Jerry in 

were "backed up" by scores of uni­
formed kops deployed on surrounding 
streets and roof tops with rifles, dogs, 
riot gear, and Emergency Services vehi­
cles. Unable to prove that Jerry had 
"dominion and control" over the vacant 
lot, the city’s felony case against Jerry 
has gone nowhere fast.

**♦ *

Officer Antonio Velasquez, formerly of 
the 83rd Precinct in Bushwick Brooklyn, 
was indicted in February for 2nd and 

3rd degree assault for beating a Haitian 
immigrant in a dispute over a place in 

line. Duken Kernisant alleges that in 
December 1997, he was waiting on line 
at the Department of Motor Vehicles 
office in Coney Island when he asked a 
man to hold his place for a couple of 
minutes. When he tried to get back in 
line, he claims that Officer Velasquez, 
in civilian clothes, punched him in the 
face repeatedly and fractured his eye 
socket. When security guards ap­
proached Velasquez, the off-duty cop 
told them the incident was a police 

matter, and he continued beating Ker­
nisant, whom he then arrested and 
brought to the 60th precinct house next 
door. A lieutenant on duty at the pre­
cinct informed NYPD’s Internal Affairs 
Department of Kernisant’s condition

and Velasquez was arrested.
♦  ♦ ♦ *

An indictment handed down on Febru­
ary 11 charges that, on September 18, 
1997, Detective Olga Vazquez and Offi­
cer Richard Thompson beat 52-year old 
Norman Batista and broke seven of his 
ribs after smashing down the door of 
Batista’s Washington Heights apart­

ment. Batista was employed as a busboy 
in New Jersey and had no criminal re­
cord. The cops charged Batista with 
misdemeanor cocaine possession be­
cause a "cocaine residue" was found in 
the apartment. These charges were later 
dropped. Batista was held for several 
hours at the 33rd Precinct before being

taken to the hospital.
♦  **

In the early morning hours of July 25, 

1996, Harold Dusenbury, a black electri­
cian, was walking up 8th Street in Man­
hattan to his job at the construction site 
for a K-Mart on Astor Place. A speed­

ing police car from the 6th precinct 
climbed onto the sidewalk alongside 
him, whereupon a white cop got out 
and immediately slammed him into a 
gated storefront and began pounding 
him into the pavement. Other cops on 
the scene kicked and punched Dusen­
bury, reportedly saying "Sure you’re an 

electrician" and calling him a nigger and 
a drug dealer. After Dusenbury was 
handcuffed, the cops, who were re­
sponding to a radio call that a black 
male in a T-shirt and jeans had 
menaced someone with a knife in 
Washington Square Park, realized that 
they had the wrong man. Dusenbury 
sustained a concussion, a jaw injury, and 
back and knee injuries requiring sur­
gery. As of September, 1997, he was still 
living on disability payments. Although 

Dusenbury was not charged with any 

crime, prosecutors declined to charge 
the cops, saying that the level of force 
was "acceptable."

♦  ♦ ♦

On December 18, the New York State 
Court of Appeals upheld the conviction 
of a 15-year-old Jamaica, Queens youth 
convicted in a non-jury proceeding in 
Family Court of having yelled "cops, 

cops, watch out” from his bicycle to a 
group of drug dealers who were the 

subject of a "buy and bust" operation.
He was sentenced to 12 months in a ju­

venile detention facility for "obstructing 
a police operation.”

**♦

Six undercover NYPD narcotics detec­

tives have been placed on modified duty 
in connection with a December 19 bar 
brawl that left a high school gym 

teacher dead. The off-duty cops fought 

with the teacher, Reginald Bannerman, 
outside the bar in Crown Heights, then 
ran into him again two hours later in 
the Sterling Street subway station, 
where they piled on him. Bannerman 
fled onto the tracks and was killed by 
an oncoming train. Police on the scene 

originally ruled Bannerman’s death a 
suicide.

***

On January 13, Officer Francis X. Livoti 
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury 
for civil rights violations in the death of 
Anthony Baez. Livoti was acquitted in a 

non-jury trial last year of the murder of 
Baez, whom Livoti placed in a choke 
hold after a football being tossed 
around by Baez and his brothers outside 
their parents’ Bronx home hit Livoti’s 
cop car. Baez died of an asthmatic at­

tack while being taken to the police sta­
tion. The feds elected to charge Livoti 
with civil rights violations comprising 
assault and bodily injuries, carrying a 
maximum 10-year sentence, rather than 
civil rights violations comprising wrong­

ful death, which could have brought a 
life sentence.

Raheem Dawkins, a black 16-year-old 
Brownsville, Brooklyn youth who aspires 
to be a police officer and who volun­
teers at his neighborhood precinct, was 
shot on New Years Eve 1998 by a off- 
duty white cop whom he tried to help in 
a fight on a subway train. Riding the 
subway after a night of drinking, Officer 
Michael O’Shea confronted some men 
on the train who were smoking mari­

juana. An altercation broke out and 

spilled onto the Canal Street platform, 
where Dawkins saw O’Shea struggling 
with the men. Seeing that O’Shea was 
wearing a badge around his neck, Daw­
kins entered the fracas, whereupon 
O’Shea shot him. Initial police reports 

described him as a possible suspect, and 
a full week elapsed before he was visit­
ed in the hospital and thanked by a po­

lice spokesperson.
****

Lawyers for the Guardian Society, which 

represents black police officers, and the 
Latino Officers Association alleged on 

January 9, 1998, that an undercover 
black narcotics officer was seized from 
behind, thrown on the hood of a car, 
and bashed three times on the head 
with a police radio by a white officer, 

Edward Hughes, who was part of the 
same buy-and-bust team and who had 
known the black narc on a first-name 
basis for six months. The lawyers, who 

refused to release the black cop’s name 

due to his undercover status, also al­
leged that Deputy Inspector Arthur 
Storch altered reports to cover up the 
incident.

The New York Times reported on Sep­

tember 12,1997, that settlements in po­

lice brutality lawsuits cost the city $27.3 
million in 1997, compared with $19.5 
million in 1996 and $19.9 million in 
1995. All of this money has come out of 

the city’s general fund (money taken 
from taxpayers that would otherwise be 
used for things like repairing water 
mains), not from the offending officers’ 
paychecks or the police department 
budget. The same article reported that 
Police Commissioner Howard Safir, who 
ultimately decides what punishment 
shall be given to cops who are found 

guilty of wrongdoing by internal police 
tribunals, only dismissed 8 officers for 
use of excessive force during the 17 
months that he has been Commissioner. 

A case in point is that of Carlton 
Brown, a van driver who was paralyzed 

after being slammed into the door of a 

station house by cops in Brooklyn.
Brown received a settlement of $16.6 
million in 1995, but the cops responsible 
were never disciplined.

The NYPD Civilian Complaint Review 
Board (CCRB) has admitted that in 
September, 1997, their agency under­
counted the number of complaints filed 
against the police by 21.3% (427 com­

plaints reported as opposed to 518 actu­

ally received). That month’s total of 
complaints represented a 51 % increase 
compared to September, 1996, which 
might have posed a problem for Mayor 

Rudolph Giuliani, who was using statis­

tics from the first five months of the 
year to support his contention that com­
plaints of police misconduct had 
dropped 21% in 1997. Although the 
Mayor’s Office has claimed that the 
undercount was the result of a clerical 
error, officials at the CCRB admitted to 
having failed to add reports from

August and September to their total.
**♦ *

If you have anything to turn on to Kop- 
Watch (reports, photos, undercover kop 
car license plate numbers, etc), please 
send it to: The SHADOW, P.O. Box 

20298, New York, NY 10009, Attention: 
Kop-Watch
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C A L IF O R N IA  S C R E A M IN G : 
P o lic e  T o r tu re  o f R e d w o o d  C ru s a d e rs  S p a rk s  

N a t io n a l O u tra g e ;

H e a d w a te rs  F o re s t S t i l l H a n g s  in  th e  B a la n c e
B y  B il l W e in b e rg

P in o c h e t C o m e s  to  

H u m b o ld t C o u n ty

A c ro s s  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , c it iz e n s  

w a tc h e d  in  o u tra g e  a s  te le v is io n  n e w s  

b ro a d c a s t  v id e o  fo o ta g e  o f  s h e r if fs  

d e p u t ie s  in  C a lifo rn ia ’s  H u m b o ld t 

C o u n ty  u s in g  p e p p e r s p ra y  to  to r tu re  

y o u n g  a c t iv is ts  e n g a g e d  in  n o n -v io le n t  

c iv il d is o b e d ie n c e .

T h e  in c id e n ts  to o k  p la c e  o n  

S e p te m b e r 2 5  a t th e  S c o t ia  h e a d ­

q u a r te rs  o f  th e  P a c if ic  L u m b e r C o m ­

p a n y  (P L ) , a n d  o n  O c to b e r  1 6  a t th e  

E u re k a  o f f ic e s  o f  R e p u b lic a n  R e p .

F ra n k  R ig g s , P L ’s  s ta u n c h e s t b e ltw a y  

a l ly .

A  th ird  v id e o , ta k e n  O c to b e r  3  o n  

P L  la n d  a t B e a r  C re e k , is  s t i ll m is s in g . 

"T h is  o n e  is  p ro b a b ly  th e  m o s t b ru ta l,"  

s a y s  a t to rn e y  M a rk  H a r r is , w h o  is  re p re ­

s e n t in g  th e  a c t iv is ts .

A t S c o t ia , fo u r  y o u n g  a c t iv is ts  w e re  

g iv e n  s p ra y - to r tu re  w h ile  th e ir  h a n d s  

w e re  lo c k e d . O n ly  o n e  w a s  c h a rg e d  w ith  

a n y  v io la t io n s . A t R ig g s ’ o f f ic e , a n o th e r  

fo u r  w e re  s im ila r ly  to r tu re d  a n d  a r re s t ­

e d . T h e y  w e re  a ll c h a rg e d  w ith  t re s p a s s ,  

v a n d a lis m  a n d  re s is t in g  a r re s t , e x c e p t  

o n e , a  s ix te e n -y e a r -o ld  g ir l.

A t R ig g s ’ o f f ic e , a c t iv is ts  b ro u g h t in  a  

s tu m p  o n  a  d o lly  a n d  s p re a d  s a w d u s t o n  

th e  f lo o r  b e fo re  lo c k in g  th e ir  a rm s  to ­

g e th e r  in  m e ta l s le e v e s  c a lle d  "b la c k  

b e a rs ."  W h e n  th e y  re fu s e d  to  u n lo c k  

th e m s e lv e s , o f f ic e rs  p u lle d  b a c k  th e ir  

h a ir  to  e x p o s e  th e ir  fa c e s , p r ie d  o p e n  

th e ir  e y e lid s , a n d  a p p lie d  Q - t ip s  t re a te d  

w ith  th e  p e p p e r s p ra y  d ire c t ly  to  th e ir  

e x p o s e d  e y e s .

"W e  d o n ’t k n o w  o f  a n y  o th e r c a s e  in  

th e  c o u n try  w h e re  th e  s p ra y  h a s  b e e n  

a p p lie d  in  th is  m a n n e r , " s a y s  E d  

O ’L e a ry , le g a l a s s is ta n t to  a t to rn e y  

M a rk  H a r r is . "E v e n  th e  m a n u fa c tu re r  

re c o m m e n d s  th a t i t  b e  s p ra y e d  f ro m  n o  

c lo s e r th a n  th re e  fe e t . W h e n  th e y  d id  

s p ra y  it  o n  th e  s e c o n d  ro u n d , th e y  

s p ra y e d  i t  r ig h t in  a  g ir l’s  fa c e ."

T h e  o f f ic e rs  s a y  th e y  w e re  u s in g  p a in  

c o m p lia n c e  ta c t ic s  to  g e t th e  p ro te s to rs  

to  u n lo c k  th e m s e lv e s . In  S c o t ia ,  th re e  

u n lo c k e d  u n d e r to r tu re , w h ile  fo u r  re ­

fu s e d  to , a n d  w e re  f in a lly  c a r r ie d  o u t o n  

s t re tc h e rs . In  E u re k a , th e y  a l l f in a l ly  u n ­

lo c k e d . A f te r  th e y  w e re  a ll a p p lie d  w ith  

s p ra y  in  th e  e y e s , o f f ic e rs  g a v e  o n e  p ro ­

te s to r , T e r ry  S la n e tz , a  b la s t d ire c t ly  in  

th e  fa c e . S h e  to ld  h e r c o lle a g u e s  i t  w a s  

to o  p a in fu l, a n d  th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  to  re ­

le a s e .

O n  O c to b e r  3 , tw o  y o u n g  m e n  a t  

B e a r C re e k  fa c e d  th e  s a m e  d e p u t ie s  in  

th e  S c o t ia  a n d  E u re k a  in c id e n ts . T h e y  

w e re  s im ila r ly  s w a b b e d  in  th e  e y e s  a n d  

s p ra y e d  d ire c t ly  in  th e  fa c e  w h ile  th e ir  

h a n d s  w e re  lo c k e d . B e c a u s e  n o  c h a rg e s  

w e re  f i le d  a g a in s t th e  tw o , th e  c o u n ty  

re fu s e s  to  h a n d  o v e r th e  v id e o .

"W h a t y o u  s e e  o n  ta p e  a n d  w h a t is  

d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  p o lic e  re p o r t a re  tw o  

to ta l ly  d if fe re n t th in g s ,"  s a y s  H a r r is .  

"R e p o r ts  d e s c r ib e  a  q u ic k  d o s e , w ip e d  

a w a y . I t  w a s  re p e a te d  d o s e s , a n d  w e re  

n o t w ip e d  a w a y . T h e  s p ra y  is  d e s ig n e d  

to  g e t m o re  p a in fu l th e  lo n g e r i t  s ta y s  in  

y o u r  e y e ."

H u m b o ld t C o u n ty ’s  o f f ic ia l l in e  is  

th a t th is  w a s  th e  le a s t fo rc e  th a t c o u ld  

h a v e  b e e n  u s e d , a n d  th a t th e  u s e  o f  

m e ta l s le e v e s  le a v e s  n o  a lte rn a tiv e .  

S h e r if f  D e n n is  L e w is  b a c k e d  it u p  a s  a n  

a c c e p ta b le  p ra c tic e . O n ly  tw o  o f  th e  f iv e  

C o u n ty  S u p e rv is o rs  c a m e  o u t p u b lic ly  

a g a in s t i t .  S ta n  D ix o n  c a lle d  th e  s p ra y  

a p p lic a tio n  "o v e r re a c h in g  a n d  e m b a r ra s ­

s in g ." R o g e r  R o d o n i a ls o  e x p re s s e d  m is ­

g iv in g s .

A lto g e th e r ,  n in e  a c t iv is ts  w e re  

s p ra y e d  in  th e  th re e  in c id e n ts . A ll th o s e  

a r re s te d , e x c e p t tw o  ju v e n ile s ,  s p e n t f iv e  

d a y s  in  th e  c o u n ty  ja il a t E u re k a . F o u r  

fa c e  c r im in a l c h a rg e s . H u m b o ld t  D A  

T e r ry  F a rm e r is  e v e n  p re s s in g  v a n d a l­

is m  c h a rg e s  a g a in s t o n e  p ro te s to r  w h o  

re p o r te d ly  w e t h is  p a n ts  u n d e r  to r tu re -  

fo r  p is s in g  o n  th e  c a rp e t .

A t to rn e y  H a rr is  d e m a n d e d  th e  

v id e o s ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n  b y  th e  

d e p u t ie s  fo r  e v id e n c e , a n d  re le a s e d  

th e m  to  th e  p re s s . H a r r is  h a s  f i le d  s u it  

o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  a c t iv is ts  a g a in s t th e  

H u m b o ld t  S h e r if fs  D e p a r tm e n t , th e  

c o u n ty , th e  c ity  o f  E u re k a , th e  E u re k a  

p o lic e  d e p a r tm e n t a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l 

o f f ic e rs . "W e  a re  s e e k in g  d a m a g e s  a s  

w e ll a s  a  p e rm a n e n t in ju n c t io n  a g a in s t  

th is  k in d  o f  p o lic e  ta c t ic , "  h e  s a y s . "W e  

w a n t th e  u s e  o f  p e p p e r s p ra y  s to p p e d  

a g a in s t  n o n v io le n t p ro te s to rs . "

R e p . R ig g s  s u p p o r te d  th e  p o lic e  

a c t io n , te l l in g  re p o r te rs , "T h e s e  w e re  

n o t p e a c e fu l p ro te s to rs . "  H e  c la im s  th a t 

a  g a n g  o f  m a s k e d  in t ru d e rs  c a m e  in , 

" ra n s a c k in g  th e  o f f ic e  a n d  f r ig h te n in g  

m y  s ta f f . ”  H e  s a y s  th e y  e v e n  p is s e d  in  

h is  o f f ic e .

T h e  k id s  in  th e  v id e o  w e re  n o t  

m a s k e d  o r  v io le n t. "T h e  p e o p le  w a lk e d  

in , s a id  g o o d  m o rn in g  to  th e  s e c re ta r ie s  

a n d  lo c k e d  th e m s e lv e s  d o w n ,"  s a y s  

O ’L e a ry . "T h e re  w e re  n o  th re a ts , n o  o b ­

s c e n e  la n g u a g e , n o  v io le n c e . T h e y  w e re  

s a y in g , ‘w e ’re  n o t re s is t in g . ’ I f  th e re  w a s  

a n y  u r in a t io n , i t  w a s  a n  in v o lu n ta ry  re ­

f le x  to  th e  p e p p e r s p ra y . B u t I  c a n ’t  

c o n f irm  th a t i t  e v e n  h a p p e n e d ."

R ig g s  h a s  p u b lic ly  c a lle d  fo r  m a k in g  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  b la c k  b e a rs  a  fe lo n y .  

"W h e n  d ra in p ip e s  a re  o u t la w e d  o n ly  

o u t la w s  w il l h a v e  d ra in p ip e s ,"  q u ip p e d  

o n e  E a r th  F irs t le r  to  th e  Santa Rosa 

Press-Democrat.

T h e  p re s s  h a s  g e n e ra lly  b e e n  o u t­

ra g e d . The San Francisco Examiner e d i­

to r ia l w a s  t i t le d  " J u s t ify in g  T o r tu re ."  

O n ly  th e  Eureka Times-Standard b a c k s  

u p  th e  S h e r if fs  D e p a r tm e n t .

"W e  a re  h o r r if ie d  th a t S h e r if f  D e n n is  

L e w is  h a s  re s o r te d  to  s u c h  d ra c o n ia n  

ta c t ic s  to  s i le n c e  p e a c e fu l p ro te s te rs , "  

s a y s  P a u l M a s o n , p re s id e n t o f  G a rb e r -  

v i l le ’s  E n v iro n m e n ta l P ro te c t io n  In fo r ­

m a t io n  C e n te r  (E P IC ) , th e  g ro u p  a t th e  

fo re f ro n t o f  th e  s t ru g g le  to  s a v e  th e  

H e a d w a te rs  re d w o o d  fo re s t .

A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l a n d  g u b e rn a to r ia l 

h o p e fu l D a n  L u n g re n , w h o  h e lp e d  le ­

g a liz e  p e p p e r s p ra y  in  th e  s ta te  o f  C a li­

fo rn ia , re fu s e d  in it ia l ly  to  m o v e  o n  th e  

c a s e , d e fe r r in g  to  th e  F B I , w h ic h  h a s  

o p e n e d  a n  in v e s t ig a t io n . H e  h a s  s in c e  

c a lle d  th e  H u m b o ld t to r tu re  a n  "u n p re ­

c e d e n te d "  u s e  o f  p e p p e r s p ra y .

T h e  a c t iv is ts ’ c a s e , Headwaters Forest 

Defense, et al v . County of Humboldt, et 

al, is  b e in g  h e a rd  in  a  S a n  F ra n c is c o  

fe d e ra l c o u r t . J u d g e  V a u g n  W a lk e r  h a s  

th u s  fa r  re fu s e d  to  is s u e  a n  in ju n c t io n .

T h e  a c t iv is ts  e x p e r ie n c e d  v is io n  

p ro b le m s  a n d  p a in  fo r  s e v e ra l d a y s  fo l­

lo w in g  th e  in c id e n t , a n d  a re  c u r re n t ly  

s e e in g  p h y s ic ia n s  a n d  p s y c h o lo g is ts .

"T h is  is  a  re a l h ig h -c a lib e r  g ro u p ,"  

s a y s  a t to rn e y  H a rr is  o f  th e  y o u n g  a c t iv ­

is ts  h e  is  re p re s e n t in g . H e  s a y s  L is a  

S a n d e rs o n -F o x , fa c in g  c h a rg e s  f ro m  th e  

E u re k a  b u s t , is  a  B e rk e le y  F re e  C lin ic  

v o lu n te e r . N o le  T e n d ic k , w h o  w a s  d ra g ­

g e d  h a n d c u ffe d  th ro u g h  m u d  b y  th e  

h o o d  o f  h is  s w e a ts h ir t  a f te r  b e in g  to r ­

tu re d  a t B e a r  C re e k , s ta r te d  a n  A m n e s ­

ty  In te rn a t io n a l c h a p te r a t H a lf  M o o n  

B a y  h ig h  s c h o o l, a n d  w o rk e d  a s  a  

d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  c o u n s e lo r  in  S a n  

M a te o  a f te r  h is  g ra d u a t io n .

" I  c o u ld  g o  o n . A  p h e n o m e n a l g ro u p  

o f  k id s .  T h e y  a re  th e  le a d e rs  o f  th e ir  

a g e  b ra c k e t . A n d  lo o k  a t th e  m e s s a g e  

th e y ’re  g e t t in g  b a c k  f ro m  th e  a u th o r i­

t ie s ."

R e d w o o d  C ru s a d e rs  to  B e ltw a y  

B ro k e rs :  "N o  D e a l!"

T h is  is  th e  la te s t s k irm is h  in  th e  o n ­

g o in g  b a t t le  o v e r P L ’s  H e a d w a te rs  F o r ­

e s t , w h ic h  in c lu d e s  A m e r ic a ’s  la s t 

u n p ro te c te d  a n c ie n t re d w o o d  g ro v e s .

T h e  F o rtu n e  5 0 0  M a x x a m  c o m p a n y  o f  

T e x a s  m a g n a te  C h a r le s  H u rw itz  b o u g h t  

o u t P L  in  a  h o s t ile  ta k e -o v e r fu n d e d  b y  

d ir t -c h e a p , h ig h -re tu rn  " ju n k -b o n d s "  in  

1 9 8 5 . M a x x a m  im m e d ia te ly  b e g a n  c u t­

t in g  th e  2 ,0 0 0 -y e a r -o ld  t re e s  a t n e a r ly  

th re e  t im e s  th e  ra te  o f  P L ’s  o ld  o w n e rs , 

a  lo c a l H u m b o ld t fa m ily . H u rw itz  a ls o  

ra id e d  th e  lo g g e rs ’ p e n s io n  fu n d  to  p a y  

b a c k  th e  a s tro n o m ic a l ju n k -b o n d  d e b t .

L a s t y e a r , R e p . R ig g s , S e n . D ia n e  

F e in s te in  a n d  th e  In te r io r D e p a r tm e n t 

w o rk e d  o u t a  d e a l w ith  H u rw itz  to  

" s a v e "  H e a d w a te rs . B u t E P IC  s a y s  th e  

d e a l w o u ld  o n ly  p ro te c t a  f ra c t io n  o f  th e  

6 0 ,0 0 0 -a c re  H e a d w a te rs  F o re s t .  I t  w o u ld  

re w a rd  c o rp o ra te  ra id e r  H u rw itz  w ith  

a n  e x o rb ita n t $ 3 8 0  m ill io n  fo r  o n ly  7 ,5 0 0  

a c re s  o f  H e a d w a te rs , a n d  o n ly  tw o  o f  

th e  s ix  a n c ie n t g ro v e s . T h e y  a ls o  s a y  it  

d o e s  n o t g u a ra n te e  h a b ita t p ro te c t io n  

fo r  e n d a n g e re d  s p e c ie s  l ik e  th e  m a rb le d  

m u r re le t a n d  th e  c o h o  s a lm o n .

We r e par t ia l  t o T 
bl ac k s  B in  u I

W E  A L S O  B E A T 1
h o n io s ,

H O B O S  &  W H O R E S .

B IL L B O A R D  A L T E R A T IO N  B Y  C A L IF . D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O R R E C T IO N S . 

T h e ir  m is s io n  in c lu d e s : 'P ro v id in g  s u p e rv is io n , s u rv e il la n c e  a n d  

s p e c ia l iz e d  s e rv ic e s  w ith  th e  a im  o f s u b v e r t in g  b illb o a rd s  in  th e  

c o m m u n ity  a n d  c o n t in u in g  s o m e  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l,  t ra in in g  a n d  

c o u n s e lin g  p ro g ra m s  th a t w e re  in it ia te d  d u r in g  a lte ra t io n .*

T h e  d e a l is  a ls o  c o n t in g e n t o n  a  

H a b ita t C o n s e rv a t io n  P la n  w h ic h  w o u ld  

a l lo w  P L  to  " in c id e n ta l ly ”  k i ll e n d a n g e r­

e d  s p e c ie s  o n  th e ir  p ro p e r ty .  T h e  H C P  

w o u ld  a ls o  b e  s u b je c t to  a  "n o  s u rp r is e s "  

p o lic y , w h ic h  c o u ld  lo c k  in  th e  p la n  fo r  

d e c a d e s , d e s p ite  a n y  n e w  in fo rm a tio n  

a b o u t th e  v ia b il ity  o f  f is h  a n d  w ild l ife  

p o p u la t io n s .

D e s p ite  o p p o s it io n  f ro m  e n v iro n ­

m e n ta lis ts , P re s id e n t C lin to n  s ig n e d  th e  

In te r io r  A p p ro p r ia t io n s  b il l o n  N o v e m ­

b e r 1 4 . T h e  b ill a p p ro p r ia te s  $ 2 5 0  m il­

l io n  to w a rd  th e  fe d e ra l s h a re  o f  th e  

f la w e d  H e a d w a te rs  F o re s t a g re e m e n t .

T h e  la s t-m in u te  a g re e m e n t b e tw e e n  

C lin to n  a n d  C o n g re s s io n a l le a d e rs  

a v e r te d  a  s h o w d o w n  o v e r th e  $ 1 4  b il lio n  

In te r io r  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  b i l l th e  p re s id e n t  

h a d  th re a te n e d  to  v e to , w h ic h  c o u ld  

h a v e  t r ig g e re d  a  p a r t ia l g o v e rn m e n t 

s h u t- d o w n .

T h e  b il l p u ts  u p  $ 2 5 0  m il l io n  f ro m  

In te r io r  to  b u y  H e a d w a te rs , w ith  C a li­

fo rn ia  p ic k in g  u p  th e  re m a in in g  $ 1 3 0  

m ill io n . H u m b o ld t C o u n ty  a ls o  g e ts  $ 1 0  

m ill io n  to  o f fs e t lo s t t im b e r  re v e n u e s  

a n d  th e  c o s ts  o f  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t a t  

p ro te s ts  o v e r th e  H e a d w a te rs  F o re s t .  

F u n d s  w e re  a ls o  m a d e  a v a ila b le  to  p u r ­

c h a s e  a  c o n tro v e rs ia l m in e  o u ts id e  

Y e llo w s to n e  N a t io n a l P a rk . R id e rs  to  

th e  b il l a ls o  o p e n e d  3 0 ,0 0 0  a c re s  in  

A la s k a ’s  L a k e  C la rk  N a t io n a l P a rk  to  

t im b e r  e x p lo ita t io n , in c re a s e e d  N a t io n a l 

F o re s t S e rv ic e  lo g g in g  ta rg e t f ig u re s  in  

th e  P a c if ic  N o r th w e s t a n d  s u s p e n d e d  

s c ie n t if ic  re v ie w  o f  N a t io n a l F o re s t  

m a n a g e m e n t p la n s  n a t io n w id e .

T h e  s o -c a lle d  C lin to n -H u rw itz  d e a l is  

s t i ll c o n t in g e n t o n  a p p ro v a l b y  U S  F is h  

&  W ild l ife , C a lifo rn ia  F is h  &  G a m e  a n d  

th e  C a lifo rn ia  D e p a r tm e n t o f  F o re s t r y .

I t  c a lls  fo r  th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  7 ,5 0 0  a c re s  

b y  th e  fe d s , to  b e  in c o rp o ra te d  in to  S ix  

R iv e rs  N a t io n a l F o re s t ,  o r  p e rh a p s  a  

n e w  n a tio n a l p a rk .

"U n d e r  th e  C lin to n -H u rw itz  d e a l y o u  

h a v e  a  c h u n k  o f  fo re s t th a t ’s  g o in g  to  

lo o k  g o o d  b u t i t ’ l l ju s t b e  a  m u s e u m  

p ie c e ,"  s a y s  C e c ilia  L a n m a n  o f  E P IC . " I t  

w il l b e  m e a n in g le s s  fo r  th e  s u rv iv a l o f  

th e  m a rb le d  m u r re le t. "

L o c a ls  a lo n g  H u m b o ld t B a y  a re  a c ­

t iv e ly  o p p o s in g  th e  c o m p lic a te d  C lin to n -  

H u rw itz  d e a l b e c a u s e  it  c a lls  fo r  c o m ­

p e n s a t in g  P L  fo r  H e a d w a te rs  w ith  lo c a l 

E lk  R iv e r  T im b e r C o m p a n y  la n d s , w ith  

E lk  R iv e r  in  tu rn  b e in g  re im b u rs e d  b y  

th e  fe d s . R e s id e n ts  a s s u m e  M a x x a m  

w o u ld  d ra m a t ic a lly  e s c a la te  th e  ra te  o f  

lo g g in g  o n  th e  E lk  R iv e r  la n d s .

K e v in  B u n d y  o f  E P IC  to ld  re p o r te rs ,  

" p o lit ic a l h o rs e - t ra d in g  h a s  c o m p le te ly  

e c l ip s e d  s o u n d  s c ie n c e , e c o lo g y  a n d  

lo c a l c o n c e rn s ."

"B io lo g y , n o t p o li t ic s , "  h a s  b e c o m e  a  

s lo g a n  o f  th e  H e a d w a te rs  c a m p a ig n .

T re e s  V e rs u s  S le a z e

E P IC  s u p p o r ts  a  "H e a d w a te rs  F o re s t  

S te w a rd s h ip  P la n "  d ra w n  u p  b y  H u m ­

b o ld t’s  T re e s  F o u n d a t io n  a s  a n  a lte rn a ­

t iv e  to  th e  C lin to n -H u rw t iz  p la n . T h e  

S te w a rd s h ip  P la n  c o v e rs  6 0 ,0 0 0  a c re s  o f  

P L ’s  to ta l 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 . I t  p ro te c ts  c o re  

a re a s , in c lu d in g  a ll s ix  o f  th e  a n c ie n t  

g ro v e s : H e a d w a te rs  G ro v e , E lk  H e a d  

S p r in g s , S h a w , A lle n , A ll-S p e c ie s  a n d  

O w l C re e k . B u f fe rs  s u r ro u n d  th e  c o re  

a re a s , a n d  c o r r id o rs  c o n n e c t th e m . I t  

p ro p o s e s  lo g g in g  1 3 .4  m ill io n  b o a rd - fe e t  

a n n u a lly  (e v e n tu a lly  in c re a s in g  to  2 0  

m ill io n ) ,  a  ra te  th e y  s a y  w o u ld  p ro v id e  

lo n g - te rm  p ro te c t io n . P L  n o w  ta k e s  o u t 

a n  a n n u a l 3 0 0  m ill io n  b o a rd - fe e t .

T h e  p la n  is  v e ry  s im ila r  to  th e  o ld  

p re -M a x x a m  P L  o p e ra t io n , e x c e p t i t  

c a l ls  fo r  c u t t in g  n o  o ld -g ro w th , w h ic h  is  

m o s t ly  g o n e  a lre a d y . I t  a ls o  e x p lo re s  

g a th e r in g  o f  " n o n - t im b e r fo re s t p ro ­

d u c ts " l ik e  b e r r ie s , m u s h ro o m s  a n d  w ild  

f lo w e rs .

T h e  T re e s  F o u n d a t io n  c a lls  th e

C o n t in u e d  O n  P a g e  2 2
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EVENTS/EVENTS
EVENTSIEVEMS
THROUGH APRIL 1: ALLEN GINS­

BERG POETRY AWARD CONTEST 

SUBMISSIONS: C ontest in honor o f 

G insberg’s contribution to Am erican 

lite ra ture. Spon-sored by the Poetry 

C enter a t Passaic C ounty C ollege. 1st 

prize $500. In fo: 973-684-6555.

THROUGH APRIL 4: SEX PISTOLS: 

24 photos o f the classic ’70s punk band 

taken by Bob G ruen. A t G reat M odem  

P ictures, 17 W . 24th S t. F ree. In fo : 212- 

242-2581.
****

MARCH 1* + 19: CBS TRIES THE 

NEW YORK 3: Safiya Bukhari-A lston  

and B rian G lick d iscuss C BS docudram a 

"Badge of the Assassin" (1988). In fo : 

Paper T iger TV , 212-420-9045.
****

MARCH 21: RITES OF SPRING 

EARTH DAY BENEFIT DANCE 

PARTY: Party to save the com m unity 

gardens. A t C haras, 605 E . 9 th S t. 

T ickets $15 in advance, $20 at the door.

9 :00 pm  to 1:00 am .
***•

MARCH 21: IWW (INDUSTRIAL 

WORKERS OF THE WORLD/ 

WOBBLIES) MEETING: Topics in­

c lude: Actions vs corporate dow nsiz ing, 

support o f anarch ists ja iled by Ita lian 

governm ent, in fo on strikes, etc. A t 

ABC N o R io, 156 R ivington S t., 2nd 

floor (Apt. 2). 6 pm . In fo: 212-252-4388. 

M eetings a lso scheduled for April 18, 

M ay 23 and June 20.
****

MARCH 24:REMEMBER ROMERO: 

BENEFIT FOR JAILED PROTES­

TORS: Panel d iscussion, readings, and 

m usic. R aise m oney for Fr. R oy Bour­

geois and 24 others currently  ja iled for 

peacefu lly protesting the m urder o f Sal­

vadoran b ishop R om ero by graduates o f 

the School o f the Am ericas in 1980. 

Speakers include A llen N airn and 

W BAI’s M ario M urillo, w ith m usic by 

Pete Seeger. A t R utgers P resbyterian 

C hurch, 236 W  73rd S t., 6 :30 pm . $20. 

In fo: 914-682-0488.
****

MARCH 25-29: PUBLIC HOUSING 

FILM: 1997 docum entary by Frederick 

W isem an on the lives o f people liv ing in 

C hicago’s he llish Ida B . W ells housing 

project. A t W alter R eade Theater, 70 

L inco ln C enter P laza. $8. In fo : 212-875- 

5600.
••••

MARCH 26: STORIES OF HONOUR 

AND SHAME: In t’I. W om ens’ D ay 

screening o f docum entary film  on the 

lives o f M uslim  w om en in the G aza 

S trip . Fo llow ed by group d iscussion. A t 

B recht Forum , 122 W . 27th S t. 10th F I. 

7 :30 pm . $6. In fo : 212-242-4201.
*•••

MARCH 27: JERICHO ’98: M ass ra lly  

to free U .S . po litical prisoners, includ ing 

M um ia abu-Jam al, B lack Panthers, and 

Puerto R ican prisoners o f w ar. P rotest 

in front o f the W hite H ouse. Sponsore i 

by Am nesty and Freedom for A ll Politi­

ca l P risoners. Buses leave for W ashing­

ton D C from  B lackout Books, 50 Ave.

B , a t 4 am . (Yes, very early). $30 round 

trip . In fo and tickets: 212-777-1967.
****

MARCH 27: WOMEN IN THE FRONT 

LINE: Brecht Forum ’s In t’I W om en’s 

D ay Series "Labor C afe" on w om en in 

the w orking class. Panel d iscussion on 

sexism , racism , and the w orking w om an. 

A t B recht Forum , 122 W . 27th S t. 10th 

F I. 6 pm . $6. In fo: 212-242-4201.
****

MARCH 31: RACIAL JUSTICE DAY 

RALLY: Annual m arch and ra lly to fight 

po lice bruta lity . R ally begins 4:30 pm  in  

C ity H all Park, w ith m arch to Tom pkins

Sq. Park. In fo : 212473-6485 (Ext. 105).
****

MARCH 31: ANIMAL RIGHTS 

ACTION TEAM MEETING: Sponsored 

by the Socia l Justice C enter. A t 

W etlands, 161 H udson S t. 7 pm . In fo: 

212-966-9821.
•***

APRIL 2: ’’LIBERTARIAS" (LIBER­

TARIANS): V icente A randa’s 1993 film  

about the 1936 revo lu tion near Barce­

lona. A t Antho logy F ilm  Arch ives, 32 

Second Ave. 8:30 pm . $8. In fo : 212-505- 

5110.
****

APRIL 2: MARCH AGAINST COR­

PORATE GREED: Support w orkers in  

the nearly 3-year-o ld strike against 

G annett-ow ned D etro it new spapers. 

R ally at Freedom Forum  at 57th and 

M adison at 5 pm ., then m arch to  

G annett-ow ned U SA Today offices at 

54th and M adison. In fo: 212-5224050. 
****

APRIL 3-5: EAST COAST MICRO­

BROADCASTING CONFERENCE:

Jo in Philadelph ia’s p ira te "R adio M u­

tiny" to ta lk stra tegy, sw ap ideas, and 

a ttend w orkshops on the m icrobroad­

casting m ovem ent. S liding sca le fee 

($15-$35) w ith room  and board pro­

vided. In fo and R egistra tion: C all R adio 

M utiny at 215474-3386 or E -m ail: 

wppr@svaha. com.
****

APRIL 3-10: ROBERTO FAENZA’S 

"PEREIRA DECLARES": M arcello 
M astro ianni stars in th is tense po litica l 

dram a set in 1938 L isbon under Fas­

cism . A t Antho logy F ilm  Archives, 32 

Second Ave. $8. In fo and schedule : 212- 

505-5110.
****

APRIL 4, 18, + 25: MAKING THEM 

FEEL THE HEAT: Three-part w ork­

shop on po litica l organiz ing. A t B recht 

Forum , 122 W . 27th S t. 10th F I. 10:30 

am  to 1:30 pm . $20. In fo : 212-2424201. 
****

APRIL 4: JEAN RENOIR’S "THIS 

LAND IS MINE": R enoir confronted 

N aziism in th is po litica l film  starring 

C harles Laughton. A t Antho logy F ilm  

A rch ives, 32 Second Ave. 2 pm . $8.

In fo : 212-505-5110.

APRIL 12: RADICAL WALKING 

TOUR OF LOWER EAST SIDE: W ith 

rad h istorian B ruce Kayton. R osenbergs, 

W om en’s Anti-H igh Price League, and 

radica l Jew s o f the LES. M eet at the 

o ld D aily Forward Build ing, 175 E . 

B roadway, 1 pm . $10 for 

3 hrs. In fo : 718492-0069.
****

APRIL 14: ANARCHIST FORUM: U p­

date on the Zapatista revolu tion. A t 

B recht Forum , 122 W . 27th S t. 10th F I. 

7 :30 pm . In fo: 212-979-8353.
****

APRIL 17-19: CONFERENCE OF RED 

AND ANARCHIST SKINHEADS 

(R.A.S.H.): Location to be announced. 

In fo : C ontact R .A .S .H . at P .O .Box 365, 

NY, NY 10013 or E -m ail:

RA SHnyc @yahoo. com.
****

APRIL 22: EARTH DAY BIKE RIDE 

AND PICNIC: Sponsored by T im es U p, 

the d irect action, environm enta l group 

w orking on transporta tion issues in 

N YC. M eet at the C ube in Astor P lace 

a t 5 :30 pm  or the 6th Ave. + C entra l 

Park South entrance to C entral Park at 

6 pm . R ide fo llow ed by m usic and p ic­

n ic a t S trawberry F ields. In fo: T im e’s 

U p R ide L ine: 212-802-8222.
****

MAY 1: FIFTH ANNUAL MAYDAY 

PIG ROAST + SMOKE-IN: P lenty o f 

m usic, speakers, lite ra ture, kops, pot, 

and real roasted p igs w ith po lice badges.

Tom pkins Sq. Park, 2 :00 pm till ????
****

MAY 2: MILLION MARIJUANA 

MARCH: Annual F ifth Avenue Pot 

Parade to lega lize m arijuana. R ally in

W ashington Sq. Park at 11:00 am , then 

m arch to C entra l Park. B ring banners, 

no ise m akers, and pot.
****

MAY 9: SOL ROLL: Skaters and cy­

clis ts ride leaves at 3:00 pm  from  corner 

o f Fu lton + South S ts. C om e early to  

check out the so lar + e lectric veh ic les. 

In fo : T im e’s U p: 212-802-8222.
****

MAY 17: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 

OF GREENWICH VILLAGE: R osen­

bergs, D raft R io ts, W oody G uthrie , 

L iv ing Theater. M eet in front o f V illage 

C igars a t 7th Ave South and C hristo­

pher S t. (Sheridan Sq.) a t 1 pm . $10 for 

2 /2 hrs. In fo : 718492-0069.
*»**

MAY 24: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 

OF GREENWICH VILLAGE: Abbie  

H offm an, G ay &  Lesbian NYU sit-in , 

M obilization for Surviva l and the h istory 

o f condom s. M eet in front o f Judson 

M em orial C hurch, 55 W ashington Sq. 

South at 1 pm . $10 for 2Yi hrs. In fo : 

718492-0069.
**•*

JUNE 6: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 

OF LES: Em m a G oldm an, M eyer Lon­

don, 1910 Bank S treet R iots. M eet at 

Educationa l A lliance, 197 East B road­

w ay at 1 pm . $10 for 3 hrs. In fo : 718- 

492-0069.
****

JUNE 27: RADICAL WALKING TOUR 

OF EAST VILLAGE: Abbie H offm an 

and the Y IPP IES , Trotsky’s o ffice , 

F illm ore East and the fight for Tom p­

kins Square Park. M eet in front o f S t 

M ark ’s on the Bow ery C hurch at 2nd

(10 cents per w ord, $1.00 m in im um )

$300-$500

D istributing phone cards. N o experience 

necessary. For m ore in form ation, send a 

se lf-addressed stam ped envelope to : 

P rim etim e C om m unications, P .O . Box 

694355, M iam i, FL 33269-1355

FOUR OF COYOTE’S BEST HERBAL 

RECIPES. For in form ationa l purposes on ly. 

$1.00 cash or m oney order to : C oyote, Box 

792, F ranklin , G A 30217

WHY DOES SEXPOD’S SONG 

WATERFALL drag on till 9 m inutes 33 

seconds? M asons love the num ber 33 w hich 

represents C hrist’s death! A le ister C row ley

w as both a m ason and satanist!
****

BASS AN D D R U M S N EED ED (M /F /?) 

Po litical hatecore band, early 80s LA /late 

80s N YH C , add thrash, d irge, crust, 77/O i!, 

som e reggae, top w ith vocals like G G A llin,

M anhattan rehearsa ls. C all: (718) 417-7209 
♦  ***

"TRAPPED IN HERE" N eed to hear from  

people w ho w ant to hear from m e. I’m  28, 

been here in prison since I w as 14. That’s 

right, 14! R oger H elm #56865, ASPC- 

SM U -1, Box 4000, F lorence, AZ 85232 
****

RADICAL M U SIC-Loud death roaring  

sounds from the stage below , w e se ll 

a lternative, m eta l, and punk. G et the m ost 

bash from  your cash. Send $1.00 for 

propaganda to : Soundstage R ecords, P .O .

Box 507, P reston H ollow, N Y 12469 
****

$6 REPORTS: Triple your inte lligence, 

L iv ing on w heels cheap,S trength o f Sam son. 

$10 books: "G unless D efense" (m ind pow er 

secrets); "R etire W ithout M oney"; "M enta l 

B irth C ontrol." 200 title Incred ib le Inqu iry 

C ata log. $1.00. Box 2207-76, G arden Valley, 

ID  83622
****

H EY, D O N’T ALL AN SW ER AT O N C E!!!! 

Shaved-head, bearded, th in , vegetarian, 

po litica lly obsessive journa lis t/activ ist type, 

m id-30s, guaranteed d isease-free, in to

Ave and 10th S t. a t 1 pm . $10 for 3 hrs. 

In fo: 718492-0069.

SATURDAYS + SUNDAYS: FOOD 

NOT BOMBS: Serves food in Tom pkins 

Sq. Park 34:00 pm , ra in or sh ine. 

Everyone w elcom e. Volunteers needed 

to he lp cook and serve food. C ooking  

begins at 10:30 am  at ABC N o R io, 156 

R iv ington S t. In fo : 212-254-3697, 11:00 

am  to 3:00 pm .
***•

SUNDAYS: UNORGANIZED READ­

INGS: ABC N o R io open m ike n ight. 

N o lis t, no tim e lim it, no bu llsh it. A t 156 

R iv ington, 3:00 pm . $2.00 donation re­

quested. In fo : 212-254-3697.
****

MONDAYS: LACH’S ANTI-HOOTIN- 

ANY: O pen m ike for spoken w ord and 

perform ance, hosted by Lach. Anyth ing 

goes. 7:30 pm  sign-up for 8 :00 start.

F ree, except for one drink m inim um . A t 

S idew alk C afe, 6 th S t. + Ave A . (H igh ly  

recom m ended!!)
****

FIRST THURSDAY EVERY MONTH: 

CRITICAL MASS FOR CYCLISTS + 

SKATERS: M eet at the C ube in Astor 

P lace 7:00 pm  sharp for a funky ride 

through the village. In fo: T im e’s U p: 

212-802-8222. (w eb site : w ww .panix . 

corn/- tim esup)
••••

LAST FRIDAY EVERY MONTH: 

MOON-LIGHT RIDE FOR SKATERS 

+ CYCLISTS: M eet at C olum bus C irc le 

a t 10:00 pm . In fo: T im e’s U p: 212-802- 

8222.

b ik ing, h ik ing, serious po litica l d iscussion 

(s light tendancy to rant), seeks beautifu l, 

independent, in te lligent, po litica lly-h ip 

w om an, la te 20s to m id 30s, for friendship , 

sex, travel, adventure. N o PC authoritar­

ians, N ew Age flakes or drug addicts, 

p lease. W rite "Fat C hance" c/o The 

SH ADO W , P .O . Box 20298, N Y , N Y 10009 
****

WFMU MARATHON: N ew Jersey’s on ly 

tru ly free-form  rad io sta tion (91.1 FM ) 

rece ived and en joyed by N ew Yorkers 

forever needs C ASH for a crucial m ove to 

the ir ow n build ing. C all 1-800-989-9368 or 

973-678-5400, or send to : P .O . Box 2011, 

Jersey C ity, N J 07303-2011. E -m ail:

w finu@ w fm u.org. W eb: w ww .wfm u.org 
♦  ***

INFORMATION NEEDED fo r upcom ing 

urban guerilla handbook to be published by 

SH ADO W  Press. "H ow-to" stu ff, po lice 

m ethods, lega l in fo, resources, battle fie ld 

p lans, hacking/phreaking/scam s, photos, 

illustra tions, etc. Anyth ing sent w ill be 

apprecia ted and reciprocated!! Send to :

P .O . Box 20298, N ew York, N Y 10009

ROMANTIC, PASSIONATE SPANISH 

MALE, Form er m arine, seeks sensitive 

fem ale for friendship and to ease the 

lon liness o f th is p lace. W rite : M anuel 

Pardo, Jr. #111983, U nion C orrectiona l 

Institu tion, P -1-1-12-S , P .O . Box 221, 

R aiford , FL 32083
****

GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? SOME­

THING TO SELL? LOOKING FOR 

SOMEONE? RUN IT IN SUBVERTISE­

MENTS, GET A GOOD RESPONSE AND 

SUPPORT THE UNDERGROUND PRESS 

AT THE SAME TIME!! (This ad would

SUEVH2TK£HLNT$
SLO tC IISC M fM TS

http://www.panix
mailto:wfinu@wfmu.org
http://www.wfmu.org
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