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If the May 1lst concert in Tompkins 8quare Park was the
ecstasy, then the following day was the agony. For once,
we felt that the park was really ours that night. We all
had a good time and danced and enjoyed the free pot and
music. The bands played past the 10:00 deadline and the
pigs didn't even try to stop us!

But just when we were starting to really feel good for a
change, reality reared its ugly head. The next day, May
2nd, our neighborhood was once again invaded by hundreds
of cops in riot gear. Their mission was to provide cover
for the HPD's demolition crews as they destroyed 319 East
8th Street, even though the building's fate was to be
determined on May 4th by State Supreme Court Justice
Leonard Cohen. The only difference between that night's
mini-police riot and the police riot of last August was
that this time the pig dogs were on a tighter leash so
less people were injured by them. (The ratio of ranking
cops to riot cops was about 1:6). There were also 30-50
plainclothes cops in the park ready to pounce on anyone,
and even though a lot of them stood out like sore thumbs,
many blended in well with the crowd, listening in on what
people were saying to each other. Also, instead of trying
to keep us out of the park like they did last summer, this
time they tried to keep us in the park!!

By the next day and the days following, little or none of
the many demonstrators were present in the park or on Ave
B, but the hundreds of pigs in riot gear with their
commanding officers remained, along with the undercovers
who really stood out now that there was no one to blend in
with. There was no need for anyone to return to the scene
because the demolition was already under way and the damage
done by then was irreversable. But the pigs stayed anyway--
"just in case". Just in case of what? What are they afraid
of? That we'll try to rebuild 319 brick by brick? That we'll
try to squat the vacant lot where 319 once stood? The pigs
don't really care one way or another- in fact, many young
cops have told us that they don't really want to be here
doing this, and that it's only their job--(but that doesn't

TO SERVE AND
PROTECT

make it right, does it?) They only know they're getting
about $30 an hour to just stand around, eat out, chat with
their fellow cops, sleep in their cars, and even play
frisbee in the park and basketball on 7th Street with the
home boys-(believe me, I saw it!!)

So what's really going on? Many things on many levels--

the HPD, Buildings Department, real estate developers, and
City Hall are all working together to create as much vacant
land as possible to sell to the developers at "market
rates". NYC land is more valuable to them when it is sold
as vacant. They do this by demolishing city-owned buildings
that have been allowed to fall into disrepair or to fall
into the hands of junkies and heroin/crack dealers. They
get away with these demolitions of perfectly reparable
buildings by claiming they are complying with the cross-
subsidy ("50-50") plan (developers who get the vacant lots
are supposed to create or rehabilitate housing for low-
income people, but this is a vague agreement), and by
claiming they are demolishing unsafe buildings because they
are concerned with the public's safety (almost all city-
owned buildings receive "UB" (Unsafe Building)status regard-
less of their condition), and they say they are cleaning up
the neighborhood by getting rid of buildings inhabitted by
druggies.

Just who is getting paid off to allow death drug dealers to
openly operate while neighborhoods decay, we'll never know.
Nor will we ever know just how much money certain developers
are paying to certain HPD and City Hall cofficials in the
form of "consulting fees" or "finders fees" (or whatever else
they call them) for quickly providing them with prime vacant
lots, saving them the trouble of buying occupied buildings
and then having to evict squatters before demolition. But we
do know that these normally sluggish bureaucratic city
agencies are moving very guickly on demolishing buildings
that -are needed by homeless and low-income people. (It's very
strange that they are willing to spend so much time and
energy on destruction instead of reconstruction, not to
mention the money spent on maintaining a police presence at
the demolition sites)., The only way to find out who the
responsible parties are is to go to the top and see who is
giving the orders, and also see who is benefitting most from
what is going on.

In the meantime, by having Judge Bruce Wright's injunction
that would have prevented further demolition of 319 over-
turned by Judge Richard Wallach at 11:00PM, thereby demon-
strating that the democratic process works only for them and
that they will only enforce the .law if it applies to us, and
by having hundreds of riot squad pigs running tackle for the
anonymous city official pigs who set this whole thing up, the
powers that be have only succeeded in driving people under-
ground, creating an underclass with nothing to lose. Add to
that the city's crackdown on squatters, homeless people, and
peddlers, (all of whom are trying to survive in the face of
increasing gentrification), and it becomes apparent that they
are setting the stage for another confrontation--it looks
like it's gonna be a LONG HOT SUMMER!!
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Homesteaders
Hold Their Ground

AVENUE C HOMESTEADERS THWART ILLEGAL HPD EVICTION ATTEMPT:

On April 12, at about 2:30PM, the Umbrella Homestead at 21-
23 Avenue C was raided by a squad of six cops with their
sergeant, Sgt.Vinck. They were accompanying a crew from the
HPD (Department of Housing, Preservation and Development)
office at 70 East Fourth Street who had a work order to seal
up the doorway with cinder blocks. After the tenants were
forcibly removed from the building, one of them was arrested
for "Trespassing" when he ran back inside. Soon, the number
of tenant supporters increased as more people from the area
arrived, having been alerted by the Eviction Watch, and by
3:15, the stand-off began. As the tenants insisted they were
being denied due process, the cops stood by and ignored them.
Sgt.Vinck was told repeatedly that the eviction was illegal,
but he would only say "wait till the housing people get here
sO you can discuss it with them...HPD is the authority' here;
they are the owners of the building..."

Chester Ricketts, the HPD crew's foreman, was confronted by
the tenants who told him he was acting illegally. Ee was told
that a legal eviction proceeding had to be followed, and that
the "30 day law" applies here (that law gives tenants the
right to a hearing before they can be evicted, if they have
been occupying a residence for 30 days or more).

The only "proof" Ricketts offered to show Sgt.Vinck that the
eviction was "proper" was the hand written work order by

HPD for the crew. When told this was insufficient, he tried
another approach by pointing to a stencil painted on the
outside wall that read in part "property of NYC Housing
Authority". Then he tried two other tactics by saying the
building was vacant (obviocusly false since the tenants were
in there with all of their belongings), and then saying it
was unsafe. Finally, Sgt.Vinck told Ricketts to call HPD and
have someone in a position of authority come to the site with
legal papers, or else he would call the eviction off and let
the tenants return to their building. He told me that the
burden of proof is on HPD, and said "if they can't prove
they're right, then they're wrong as far as I'm concerned.

I can't apply one set of rules to you and a different set of
rules to them- they have to follow the same rules". He also
said that this was a civil matter, not a criminal matter, and
not for the cops to get involved in.

After a while, a blue city services van arrived with two men
carrying a large envelope that turned out to be the papers
stolen from the building by the HPD crew that proved the
residents have been living there for over 30 days. Just then,
at 4:00, Deputy Inspector Michael Julian arrived and demanded
to see an eviction order, but there was none. Ricketts tried
to tell him the building was unsafe, but Julian told him to
show him an order that says it's unsafe. He told onlookers
that there are many ways to evict people, but in this case,

YOU CAN WRITE TO JAMES BROWN AND
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he said "they (HPD) have to go through court proceedings."
He explained:"It's called a 'summary proceeding'--any time
somebody's been in there more than 30 days, whether a sgquat-
ter with a lease or without a lease, that's the law. I told
you I'd go by the book". After looking over the sguatter's
papers, he told the HPD crew to pack up and go since they
had no legal papers of any kind. This decision was met with
cheers by the tenants and their friends, some of whom were
holding a banner reading "No Housing, No Peace" and chanting
it loudly. Soon after this, the cops got ready to split and
the arrested man was released by the police and brought back
to the building where he was greeted by hugs and handshakes.
By 4:30,the building was returned to its rightful occupants--

the Umbrella Homesteaders. Once back inside, they discovered
that all apartment locks had been broken, their belongings
had been ransacked, traveler's checks and walkman radios
were stolen, electric cords were cut, and some other items
were damaged. Later that day, homesteaders and squatters met

to try to find out just where HPD would strike next.

CHESTER RICKETTS
FOREMAN OF HPD CREW

SGT.VINCK
OF THE 9TH PRECINCT

DEPT.INSPECTOR JULIAN TELLS CHESTER RICKETTS OF
HPD THAT THE EVICTION HAS BEEN CALLED OFF.

The next day, I met one of the HPD crewmen from
the day before on the street. He told me that the
real reason they were called was to evict drug
dealers, even though the police knew the tenants
are a group of artists. That day, this article
appeared in the newspaper :

DAILY NEWS

H/3/29

Boot for drug dealers

By BO8 KAPPSTATTER

‘meneren KOCh: City may help

ers who live in their buildings may

seon get some help from the city, May-

or Koch disclosed last night “They (drug dealers) destroy the 1,000 drug dealers have been evicted
Citing the city’s success in evicting buildings because they attract drug from city-owned buildings. said HPD

about 1.000 drug dealers (rom city- addicts.” * spokeswoman Catie Marshall

owned buildings. Koch said he wants
to start a pilot program to help land-
lords do the same thing

We want to provide free legal ser-
vices 10 nelp remove the large cost
landlords have just to remove drug
pushers. the mayor said at a commu-
nity meeting on the lower East Side.

Koch said Commissioner Abe Bider-
man of the Department of Housing
Preservation and Development came
up with the idea. which 15 now |n the
planning stage.

Since last April. when HPD formed
a Narcotics Control Unit with several
wmvestigators and lawyers. more than

AVENUE C EVICTION UPDATE:

The city Housing Authority has also
been working to get drug dealers oul
of 1ts buildings.

“We're coming up close to i thou-
sand evictions over the past vear.”
saild HA spokesman Roy Metcalfe.
“The evictions are increasing. un:
doubtedly due to the drug traffic.~

In the weeks following the attempted
eviction on April 12, HPD crewmen have come
to the Umbrella Squat several times, each
time telling them they will be evicted in a

few days.
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HPD STRIKES AGAIN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were questioning people to get their versions of what happen-
ed and who was responsible for the fire..A few people from
the Red Cross were there too, ‘having been called by the Fire
Department, interviewing residents for relocation help. At
about 11:30, the firemen began using their hoses on full
force. Rex, one of the residents of 319, said"they're having
a goddamn weenie roast up there-I could have pissed on
Chicago and put it out before they put out that fire."He
later told me that all the doors inside were opened to help
the fire spread, and the hoses were blasting water in order
to destroy the building."After trying all morning long, the
fire marshall finally told me the building was unsafe. I said
'the son-of-a-bitch is no more unsafe than it was when you
bastards started trying to burn it down'." Even the Red Cross
lady on .the scene thought the fire was extinguished in an
unusual way. Another building resident, Natasha, noted that
extra water was being used to make the bu%lding unsafe, and

Clayton said they could have stopped it from spreading in

the first place. Strangely enough, when 318 East 8th St. was
on fire last year, the Fire Dept. also let the fire spread

to the entire length of the roof so that it could be declar-
ed unsafe and then demolished. Later, it was determ%ned that
the entire rear of the building had collapsed, leaving tne
front intact. (Since this is a classic "dumbbell flat", the
front could stand inaependentally of the rear). I saw a group
conference between two liaisons from Mayor Koch's office, two
Red Cross people, Sgt.Clancy, PO.Jean Mathis of Community
Affairs, and building residents Willie, Micnael, Frank, and
Natasha, who were arguing passionately with them. Later,
Michael said the Buildings Dept. will inspect the building
to decide its status, and then people will be allowed to get
their possessions. Frank, being interviewed by a reporter,
told him the fire was set by drug dealers who were kicked
out earlier that morning and they retaliated against the
building. Now he'll relocate to another squat. He also said
"the market rate value is increasing greatly as we speak" (as
the building burned). When Edgar Kulkin from HPD (Special
Assistant to Housing Commissioner Abraham Biderman) arrived,
Frank asked him if the tenants could get their belongings.
Kulkin told him he could when the Fire Dept and Buildings
Dept says it's safe. By 12:15, the front doorway was bricked
up after the tenants were allowed to take out only a few of
their belongings. Water continued streaming out of the door-
way due to the massive amounts of water used by firemen. Just
when the HPD crew was half-way done, an older French lady,

by the name of Anontéa, alsc a resident of 319, returned to
tell the the cops that her dogs and cats were being sealed up
inside. They must have thought this was funny because they
only laughed and made faces, and treated her with total dis-
respect. Finally, after hassling with them for a while, they
took part of the bricks down and had someone go in to rescue
her animals. As a result of the fire, the Buildings Dept
declared the building unsafe and Chief Inspector Litare of
the Buildings Dept told Michael that 319 would be demolished
next week. He told me that Community Board 3 recommended he
get an architect and a financial feasability report, but he
said he wondered where poor people would get the estimated
$80,000 per unit to renovate. As the bricking up took place,
some residents of the co-op next door removed their belong-
ings from their basement apartment, due to flooding from 3189.

Two days later, I learned from Michael that an architect had
checked out 319 and said that the structure can be saved--it
only needs shoring up and renovation. He also told me that
an injunction was being sought to prevent demolition.

On Monday, April 24, at 8:00AM, an HPD-hired crew was using

a crane with a platform to remove residents belongings
elevator-style. Last Friday, HPD tried to renege on their
agreement to remove their things, and they scheduled a demo-
lition for Saturday, April 22, but then Arch Bishop Moore of
the Episcopalian Church stepped in. On Friday, Arch Deacon
Kendall walked to 319 with Frank and when told of Saturday's
demolition, suggested that the foreman there call Commission-
er Biderman's office. After doing so, the foreman announced
that "there's been a change in plans", and once again, the

FIREMAN STANDS BY AS FIRE SPREADS TO FRONT

demolition was called off. At that point, the residents of
319 had the support of the Episcopalian Church, St.Brigid's
Church, and a letter from a Pratt Institute architect saying
that the building could be saved. Michael was at the office
of Supreme Court Justice Bruce Wright trying to get an in-
junction, and I was told that the co-op tenants next door
want the injunction too because their building is also at
risk. Standing on the sideline watching the evacuation were
union men from Housewreckers Local 95. One of them told me
that the HPD hired a non-union crew and they'll be at the
site with 100 men to stop the demclition, which was now
scheduled for the next day. Morty Einhorn of HPD was in
charge of the crew, BC Enterprises. (Their address was given
as:222 S.Livingston Ave, Livingston, NJ 07039, and their
phone numbers are: (201)533-0533 + (B00)458-2658). Richard
Heitler of HPD appeared and said he had no idea what was
planned for the building. Later, one of the union told me
that both Einhorn and Heitler are"on the take".

The next day, Tuesday, April 25, the crane continued removing
tenants belongings. Deputy Inspector Michael Julian of the
Ninth Precinct was present and he took a few people on a tour
of 319's roof by way of the co-op roof next door because he
was too nervous to enter 319 through the fromnt. Also present
was Edgar Kulkin. He acted friendly, and spoke at length with
residents and bystanders, measuring his words carefully, and
employing various methods of double-talk in which he would
say one thing, and then something completely opposite, all

in the same breath. He told us:"They tell me there's so much
danger in this building that it could collapse...we'll do
what we can...we don't have to demolish the building...I
spoke to somebody from Bishop Moore's office, so you know,

it aint over till it's over, so maybe we got a shot...the
thing that's important to me is that we cool it till we see
what the story's gonna be." When told that Cardinal O'Connor
of the Catholic Church was going to send a letter to Bider-
man, Kulkin said "the letters don't mean anything. It's up to
the inspector in. the Buiddings Dept. If we can stabilize the
building and hold it for a while, then you'll have some time,
but if they say that this is gonna come down, then there's
nothing I can do..." After being shown letters from Pratt,
the churches, and now one from Community Board 3, Kulkin
would only say "We'll see what happens". When told of the
concern of the co-op tenants, he said "these guys know what
they're doing, we've done this before..."He said that 3 in-
spections have recommended demolition: "these are profession-
al engineers, they know nothing about the neighborhood and
the controversies that exist here...if there is an opportunity
to stabilize, we'll consider that...that's what Biderman
wants, and that's what he told me...what they (Pratt) are
talking about is a very expensive temporary solution, possibly
hundreds of thousands of dollars, we don't have that money,
we're not gonna spend a couple of hundred thousand dollars."
When told that Pratt has renovated buildings in worse con-
dition than 319, Kulkin said "I spoke with Charlie Smith
(Department of Buildings) myself, I would like to save this
building...I have a certain feeling for this neighborhood,
despite what you guys think, and I really would like to see
better things happen here...people like Cooper Square and
Community Board 3 have agreed to the cross-subsidy idea--

now that's a tough pill to swallow, but it's better than
nothing at all." When asked if developers should be made to
provide low-income housing first under the cross-subsidy plan
(vacant city-owned lots are so to developers at market rates
in exchange for their vague promise to create housing for low-
income people), Kulkin said "you. can't force these guys to do
anything...Is it going to be fair? Nothing is fair...any sign
that everyone's pissed off is a good sign. They think we're
caving in to the squatters, we should kick them out right
away." As he continued his double-talking, he added something
very ominous to another line of bullshit:"If they say it can
be stabilized, I'm going to make every effort to see it sta-

bilized for two reasons--0One, it's another resource,and two,
I don't want to see all of this unhappiness. You've got a

lot of unhappy people here-I don't want that. I'm not talking
about threats=- there's gonna be a million cops here, we knock
it down in a day or twe and that's 1it..."

By the next day, Wednesday, April 26, the crane was gone and
the residents were busy removing their remaining things by
hand and stacking them acrcss the street. I was told that
City Councilmember Miriam Friedlander had reguested that the
demolition be held up for another day so they could get their
things out. On the legal front, it turned out that Judge
Wright didn't get the squatters case after all. Instead, it
was assigned to Judge Leonard Cohen who refused to see the
squatter's representatives until HPD's arrived. When two
Corporate Council lawyers got there, he denied the Order to
Show Cause, and he refused to grant a delay in the demolition
pending an appeal, as requested by the sguatters in court.

The following morning, Thursday, April 27, a demolition crew
hired by HPD was in the process of building scaffolding in
front of 319 at about 8:00. Father George Kuhn of St.Brigid's
Church asked the crew's foreman to show him a demolition
permit, as well as certificates that the water, gas and elec-
tric had been turned off prior to demolition, but none of
these papers were produced. Officer Mallory was then advised
that demolition could not legally begin. Earlier in the
morning at about 2:30, 319 was raided by a SWAT team and a
man who was sleeping inside was beaten up, thrown around and
then dragged out of the building by cops who claimed they
were investigating reports of gunshots coming from the build-
ing. He received a summons for "unlawful trespassing"” and was
released outside the building. (The summons was signed by PO
Flynn, Badge #893054, 2nd Squad, 9th Pct). After that, he was
given a place to stay by nearby squatters. He had been living
in 319 for a year and a half. Rex said he asked a man from
HPD for the demolition order and was told it was unavailable.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




HPD STRIKES AGAIN

Continued From P.4

When he asked two cops for the order, they told him the HPD
man had shown the papers to their sergeant, but they wouldn't
tell him the sergeant's name. On the scene were HPD men Tom
Hallick, Morty Einhorn and Charles Steinhagen, two of Mayor
Koch's liaisons (the same two men who have there since the
fire on April 20, who won't identify themselves),and a few
Community Affairs cops. By 8:30, the number of people in the
crowd increased and grew louder, clanging bells and beating
drums as people chanted. Finally, deciding that the first
step must be taken, Willie climbed onto the scaffolding, then

up the fire escape as Officer Mathis smiled and Steinhagen
loocked on and Einhorn went to the corner to make a phone call.
As Willie climbed higher, he was joined by a lady on the 4th
floor fire escape. As they emptied bottles of fermented
squatter -piss on the heads of the crew below them, the. crowd
chanted "piss on youl!l!". Tom Hallick of HPD tried to convince

the workers not to leave the site, but as more piss came down
and soaked some of them, they ran off the job as the crowd
cheered. Soon, a rope was tied to one end of the scaffolding
and after some people tugged at it, it came tumbling down
amid roars of laughter and cheering. The cops stood around

for the most part, not stopping anyone from doing anything.
By 9:00, more people entered the building as the drumming
and ringing continued. Suddenly, an undercover cop who had
earlier identified himself as a "city worker" jumped on a
young man he accused of throwing rocks into the crowd. Since
he didn't identify himself, the crowd tried to break his
grip, and as several cops piled on top of the guy, the under-
cover got roughed up. (It was later learned that the under-
cover's name is DiLiberti of Community Affairs!) Sgt.Rasinya
seemed more concerned about a rock being thrown at police
vehicles during the young man's arrest than he was about the
man being wrongfully arrested in the first place by a cop
that wouldn't identify himself. Rasinya wouldn't identify
him for us either. He said that we should go to the CCRB if
we thought the young man was innocent. When Clayton told him
that the 9th precinct was supporting the demolition, Rasinya
said "we don't support it, we don't not support it, we're
told we just keep people out of the building for safety.

That's what we're doing." Soon, more city officials arrived
amid the chants as speeches were made from the fire escape
with a portable PA speaker explaining the situation to the
public. Frank met Kulkin and when he told him he wanted to
give the legal process a chance, Kulkin said "I don't care
what kind of document you have."Inspector Gelfand appeared
and told Clayton:"What are we gonna do? The building's go-
ing to come down..." When told of Father Kuhn's reguest to
see the demolition papers, Gelfand said "What papers?...If
we get legal papers, will you help us?" As he spoke to some
people in the crowd, someone objected to the HPD actions in
their neighborhood, to which Gelfand responded:"Don't say
it's your neighborhood--I was born and raised here- on 7th
St, 4th St, and I had to go out because they threw the
building down." (If this is true, then one would think that
Gelfand would be on our side rather than help HPD destroy
yet another piece of his and our neighborhood).

On Avenue C, many police vehicles stood by, including EMS
ambulances. A helmetted riot squad was stationed at the

corner of 8th St and Avenue C, and I overheard a sergeant
say that 100 more cops were on the way. The key phrase he
used was "Hats and Bats". By 10:30, there was a stalemate,

DEMO CREW WALKS OFF THE JOB
AFTER GETTING GOLDEN SHOWERS-4/27/89
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with cops waiting around the corner and the number of demon-
strators growing. Sgt.odolan of Community Affairs tried to
negotiate with the squatters, and Frank told him they wantea
a meeting in the morning with all responsible officials. He
also told Dolan:"If the cops putting on riot gear think they'
they're going to beat on people, they've got another thing’
coming." From the roof of the co-op, I could see riot squads
mobilizing on 9th St, approaching the rear of 319 and Julian
appeared on the roof across the alley with riot cops. Back on
the street, Kulkin agreed to a meeting, and in his typical
double-talk said:"I'will not put up (the scaffolding), but I
would like these people off the building- if they don't, as
far as I'm concerned, the deal is off. I'm not going to have
their safety jeopardized...I want to save it, but the Bldgs

REMAINS OF SCAFFOLDING TORN DOWN-4/27/89

Dept says'no'..." Finally, George Sakona of the Bldgs Dept
agreed to a meeting at his office on Monday at 10:00AM, and
at 12:00 it was announced that the demolition would be post-
poned until after Monday's meeting. Kulkin even signed an
agreement thst was drafted by the squatter's lawyer Ronald
Kuby, and it was read aloud by the people occupying 319 to
the cheers of the crowd below. After Julian went upstairs
with Kuby, Clayton and Frank, a package of food and water was
delivered to the people inside over the objections of Sgt
Rasinya. It was wrapped in a banner that was quickly attached
to the fire escape. It read "Never Again", showing a bull-
dozer razing a building. Later, there was a conference in the
yard of the chop-shops across the street between Frank Juliano,
George Sakona (both of the Bldgs Dept), Kulkin, Timmerman,
Hallick (all of HPD), and Julian. Afterwards, I heard that
Hallick was pissed off because Julian had told him his crew
would be protected with the block sealed off, and he tried

to get a promise that it would be done for his next demo-
lition attempt on Monday.

As they spoke, a reporter from the NY POST (also known as
the "COM-POST") was confronted by people who have gotten fed
up with their provocative articles about our neighborhood.
When the"reporter”, who failed to display his press pass,

GEORGE SAKONA OF BLDGS DEPT.AGREES TO MEETING
ON MAY 1ST.--4/27/89

claimed to not know what we were talking about, Frank made
these points: The day before Tya Scott's building at 316 East
8th Street was demclished, the POST ran an article claiming
it was an accident waiting to happen, even though they knew
that only a part of the facade was damaged, not the entire
building. Next, after the POST ran an article about alleged
drug dealing at the free kitchen at La Plaza Cultural at 9th
St and Avenue C, the kitchen was raided by police and forced
to shut down. Finally, Frank pointed out that Kalikow (the
owner of the POST) owns a lot of property in this area and
that he bought the POST for the land it is sitting on.

After a while, Julian and Sqt Dolan met with Kuby and Frank.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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By ISSAR

The press stayed away from the crowd. They talked to the
cops. People were in anguish. THEY HACKED THE BUILDING TO
PIECES IN THE MIDDLE_U?_%HE_NIGHT. A State Supreme Court
hearing had been scheduled two days hence. They had to des-
troy the evidence before the Court hearing. Like Harry
Macklowe on W. 43rd St., (major developer who made money by
defying City law and knocking down a building under the
cover of darkness) THEY HACKED THE BUILDING TO PIECES IN
THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT! They had to bring down a four day
military occupation on the neighborhood (while major drug
rings continued to operate business-as-usual within feet
of arriving police). They had to blockade two square city
blocks. They had to truck in 300 cops in riot gear. They
had to concoct five separate Buildings Dept. inspections.
All five were completely false. They had to lie.

We pleaded with Anne Johnson, Chair of CB3, to view
the building before they started demolition. She showed up
four hours late, long after the crowd had yanked down the
scaffolding and seized the day, April 27th, 1989, a date
that won't soon be forgotten. That evening Rassi was picked
up. Was this an 'honest' mistake on the part of the Police .
Dept.? 1It's possible, but not probable. Did they have
probable cause to jump Rassi ala the Salvadoran Security
Forces? Julian claims so. ~See for yourself:

STATEMENT OF RASSI:
THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 27th

From approx. 10:30 pm to 12:30 am I was at Long Island
College Hospital getting my right ear stitched after getting
punched earlier in the day while preventing a developing
riot. The riot was being incited by an obvious agent prov-
ocateur tossing A-frame pieces of police barricades wildly
in every direction. (Most of the crowd's attention was else-
where at the time.)

While my ear was being stitched I reasoned that the buil-
ding was probably in danger. Most people were out cele-
brating the day's victory. Attention was elsewhere. I
realized there was some danger because I knew that the NYC
Buildings Dept. COULD NOT AFFORD TO LEAVE THE BUILDING UP.

They had issued five separate false reports on the con-
dition of the building. That very day, the Borough Super-
intendant of Buildings, George Sacona, had been forced to
negotiate his way onto the top of the adjoining Co-op to view
the structure in the midst of a noisy demonstration because
HE HAD TO COVER HIS ASS. A meeting had been scheduled for
Monday in which it possibly could have been PROVEN that the
building was in no real immediate danger of collapse and
could be easily shored by a qualified contractor.

Therefore, I felt that 'people' who wanted the building
demolished had been forced into an untenable position, If
the building was allowed to stand till Monday, not only could
major embarrassment fall on the NYC Buildings Dept., but a
situation could have developed in which the building could
not have been taked down. (Events did not flow this way and
that is a source of profound regret for me personally.)

Feeling that a possibly dangerous situation was devel-
oping, I decided to return to the building. My head was
bandaged because of the ear stitching. I got »nut of a cab
in front of the building. On the scene were Rosemary,
Natasha, a couple other people, and two cops standing across
the street guarding the CO-OP. The first thing I heard was
one of the cops say 'l don't care if they torch it all down!
These very cops were supposed to guard the building from
additional arson! The cops were laughing about it,
joking with neighborhood dealers. I got so pissed off about
this that I started to rap out Rosemary and the other people
there the whole story about the block:

DESIGNER NEIGHBORHOODS
(EAST EIGHTH STREET)

How first 318 was torched, the roof burned off and the
building demolished in February. How a bulldozer 'accid-
entally knicked' Tya Scott's building in the process, how
an 'emergency' demolition order had been filed on Tya Scott's
building and her building demolished on a Saturday when she
could not get a restraining order. How a man running the
bulldozer for the demolition company on April 3, had pointed
across to 319 and said 'That's next,' seventeen days before
the fire. Also how a TREE-LINED WALKING MALL is being planned
for 8th Street from Tompkins Square Park all the way to the
East River and another such MALL possibly for 5th Street.

How the demolition of 318 and 316 had left at least a six
lot vacant block of land that could still be expanded and a

committee of the local Community Board was now considering
an 'AIDS Hospice' to cover some of the site, temporarily in
my opinion if it ever gets built, until a giant replica of
the Christadora House can be dropped in behind St. Brigid's
church 5 to 8 years from now. Also: how 319 E. 8th St. was
torched by a professional arsonist and 327, two lots away,
set on fire at the same time. How another 'emergency' demo-
lition order had been filed on 319 at 11:00 am April 20th
even before the fire was out, that 319 was structurally
sound and we could prove it, that if 319 was torn down, it
would not be long before the little synagogue and the small
building next door would be gone, and how the CO-OP owners
at 323 could probably be bought out later for 4 million
dollars or less and a 50 million dollar luxury housing
project could be dropped in on the six lot block of vacant
land thus created directly across the street from the other
multi-million dollar project, a splendiferous twin gemstone
development at the PARK-END of their beautiful TREE-LINED
MALL.

IS IT POSSIBLE?

Is it possible that the two policemen standing across the
street did not get the gist of what I was saying? Is it
possible that they overheard none of this and only mis-heard
my final statement to Rosemary which was, 'That's why they
might have to torch it again tonight! So be on the lookout!'

PEOPLE'S LIVES g

People's lives had been threatened that day. 'Elements'
from the neighborhood had drawn their fingers across their
throats at the people who had so ingeniously taken over the
fire escapes of the building. I had already been slugged.
It was almost 2:00 am. I jogged, to avoid being jumped,
down 8th St. and continued to jog through the park until I
could reach Avenue A where there were more people around
coming and going from the local taverns. :

As I crossed Avenue A, without warning I was jumped
head-long by two cops who said 'You're under arrest.' I
bolted from them and ran to the nearest tavern where there
would at least be witnesses to what was a seeming abduction.
I was handcuffed and put into an ambulance instead of a
squad car because I made a little too much noise for a’
comfortable abduction.

Ross

Drawing By S.N.

WHAT JULIAN SAID

Commander Julian (recently appointed pretty-boy Commander
of the 9th Pct.) later told me that a cab driver had told
a cop that I had said I was going to torch the building. At
first it seemed the cab driver had it backwards. Thinking
about it, I'd now say this is impossible. Having explained
certain things to the cab driver, he said 'They did this for
years up in the Bronx.' The cab driver (who let me off in
front of the building) got out of the cab to view the belon-
gings of the people on the street. It could not have been
that the cab driver misunderstood. Quite significantly,
Commander Julian is unable to produce either the name or the
license number of the cab driver. Any cop who would take
a definite tip on a potential arson from a cab driver who
told him he had had the potential arsonist in his cab would
not have failed to take the name and license number of the
driver, because this is significant evidence that would be
needed in court. The cab driver told the cop no such thing.

The second cover story used by Julian was this: At the
exact moment I left the front of 319 E. 8th St. (jogging for
Avenue A) it just so happened that someone was setting A FIRE
on 9th St. (somewhere). How incredibly convenient! Where
exactly on 9th St. was this fire set? In the middle
of the street or on the north or south side? Was this fire
reported to the fire department? If so it will be on file.
Did the police grab the person setting this fire? No. Do
they have any more information on this 'fire.' No. Was

CONTINUED ON -PAGE 11



HPD STRIKES AGAIN

Continued from P.5

Julian gave the people in the building a choice: if they
would come out right away, they would be arrested and get
only DATs (Desk Appearance Tickets) for Trespassing, and no
jail. If not, he said he would drag them out, and have them
arrested and giwven heavier charges. Kuby and Frank went up-
stairs to explain the deal, and as we waited, a group of pre-
school kids came up the block with their teacher chanting
"Housing for the people". This left the cops dumbfounded and
the crowd was very amused.

From 12:45-1:15, there was an eerie silence as the people on
the street waited to see what would happen next. At 1:15,
cops entered 319 and the crowd warned the people upstairs
they were coming. Suddenly, nine people emerged from the
doorway of the co-op, marching into the rear of the waiting
paddy wagon. The crowd erupted, and a sit-in ensued, block-
ing the wagon from leaving. Kuby explained that they had
volunteered to submit to arrest, and Willie told everyone to
watch over the building while they were gone. After they were
taken away, Julian said that the crew was going to restack
the wood from the scaffolding that had spilled into the
street-"don't get nervous", he said. He also said the door
would be re-attached and that police would watch tne place
around the clock to prevent more firebombings, but it was
pretty obvious that it was to prevent tenants from re-enter-
ing the building. A few hours later, I met one of the people
arrested under Julian's deal, and she told me that once the
protestors arrived at the precinct, there was some confusion
because the cops there weren't aware of what Julian had
agreed to. the girls were separated from the men and one of
them was briefly handcuffed when she protested being strip-
searched. In the end, they were only frisked, but everyone
had to go through the fingerprinting, mug shot and warrant
search process, even though they were never officially
arrested or even read their rights, contrary to what Julian
had promised. The cops that got stuck doing the paperwork

were mad because they had to do so many DATs. Other cops
there told them they are neutral about all of this.

After a meeting with Sakona and his people at his office on
Monday, May 1, the residents of 319 were guaranteed nothing
concerning halting demolition of their building so that they
could have estimates made on what it would take to renovate
it. The residents there pointed out that Pratt architects
and a private contractor both said it can be done, as well
as Community Board 3 and Friedlander's office. When Sakocna
asked,"What's the plan?", Father Kendall told him that the
arson took a lot longer to plan than the amount of time he
w2s giving the residents to .put together.a plan to save the
building. Then Sakona told them he would have to "kick it
upstairs" to his boss, Charles Smith, but he would not make
any promises or committments about anything. In any event,
there was a hearing scheduled for Thursday, May 4, but as
lawyers William Kuntsler and Ronald Kuby planned their legal
strategy, the HPD was busy making plans of their own.

At approximately 2:15 PM on Tuesday, May 2, many hundreds of
riot-equipped police slipped into the streets surrounding 319
East 8th St, hidden inside city-owned MTA buses, and other
venicles. Eighth and Ninth Streets were cordoned off, and
Avenues B and C were clogged by a multitude of police cars,
vans, trucks, ambulances, and detective cars. Sgt Dolan eof
Community Affairs said that the Buildings Dept is in charge,
but Kulkin told me that it's the Police Dept's operation.
Beside the cops and riot squads stationed on the streets,
there were cops on surrounding roofs, and the TARU unit was
present. (They are a substitute for the Red Sguad that kept
tabs on political groups and activists--they take films and
photos of political people and cthers). In addition to these
groups of cops, there were many cadets from the Police
Academy who weren't even full-fledged cops yet- (I supposed
this was their way of getting on the job training), and very
few of the cops there were from the 9th Precinct. As the
hours went on, the numbers of people began to grow. By 3:15,
looking from a nearby building across the street, I could see
that the crewmen had finished byilding their scaffolding,

STAND-OFEF AT TOMRBKINS SQ.PARK

SHADOW--Page 7

PROTESTORS FORCED TO SUBMIT TO ARREST-4/27/89

which was much larger than the one they tried to build on
April 27. Directly in front of 319 I saw Frank Juliano of HPD
and Chester Ricketts of the HPD office at 70 East 4th 5t. (He
is the guy who tried to evict the tenants of Avenue C on
April 12). Julian was there too, (but for some reason, he
wouldn't leave the site), and I saw the same two liaisons
from Mayor Koch's office.

At 3:45, demolition began with the crewmen using their
sledgehammers on the roof. Someone tried calling the House-
wreckers union, but there was no answer. By 4:00, tempers on
the street were flaring as the crowd grew, and the HPD crew
could be seen using torches to cut the fire escape off. Many
plainclothes cops were visible mingling with the crowd of
people being corralled by the riot squads, and they were
standing in clusters behind the protestors in the park as

the riot squads shoved people with their sticks. As this went
on, I noticed that the mainstream media was behind police
ilines and they were not getting pushed around. Frank tried to
show ranking officers on the scene an order to show cause
that was signed by Judge Cohen that scheduled a hearing for
May 4, but they refused to look at it. Christadora House was
well guarded by police in riot gear for fear it would be
attacked by the crowd as it has in the past. One teenager was
chased and beaten by plainclothes cops when he popped one of
their tires and ran.

At one point, Kulkin stood behind a police line at the cor=
ner of Avenue B and 8th St where he was questioned by Norman
Siegel of the NY Civil Liberties Union. Kulkin said that the
rainfall from the previous evening made the bullding more
unsafe and that Biderman and Smith decided in a meeting to
take it down. This was obviously bullshit because tney nad
been trying to demolish it for weeks, and now they had founa
a good excuse to do it. Frank compared this late nignt demo-.
lition to the attack against MOVE in Philadelphia where cops
raided a neighborhood to evict a group of people in a buil-
ding. At 5:30, Friedlander came upon the scene-and told us

"I have a funny feeling that some people are trying to find
more empty lots...when you start getting suspicious fires

in the area, we know that there are interested parties who
are trying to get rid of the old buildings and make it avail-
able for market rate buildings...we have to be concerned with
sudden fire and why the pressure's coming from HPD to destroy
buildings...I think they're hoping if you don't have a buil-
ding on the site...then it would be more marketable-...I
would say whoever wanted it down really got the pressure and
got it down..." At about 8:00PM, Ronald Kuby arrived and
announced that an injunction has been signed by Judge Wright
to halt the demolition, but the police refused to look it
over or listen to the lawyers. Kuby told the people there:
"The City knew the hearing was scheduled for May 4th at ?PM,
instead of waiting to allow the judicial process to run 1ts
course, they moved like thieves in the night to tear down a
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