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LOWER EAST SIDE GARDENS 
THREATENED BY YUPPIE CONDOS 

Antonio· Pagan Pushes-Housing· Scam; 
City Council Vote Ignores Public Hearings 

By Nancy Drew, Chris Flash, A. Kronstadt 

If you follow your nose down the 
sewer drain of raw deals leading up to 
the housing. development project called 
Del Este Village, you will come across 
Lower East Side City Councilman Anto­
nio Pagfm. Pag{m, who has spent his two 
terms in office displacing Latino people 
in his district with well-to-do white folks, 

-is a key proponent of the Del Este Vil­
lage condominium project which is slat­
ed to displace three vital community 
gardens on the Lower East Side. 

Pagan is a member of two key coun­
cil committees charged with the privati­

zation of city-owned property through­
out New York City, mostly property 
seized from private landlords for back 
truces and occupied by low-income ten­
ants. 

Toe 10 BC Garden on 10th Street 
between A venues B and C, the Chico 

Mendez Mural Garden on 11th Street 
between Avenues A and B, along with 
two smaller plots on East 11th Street, . 
arc all expected to be leveled at the end 
of September in order to-make way for 
98 duplex condos with 30 foot private 
backyards (see Este Village location 
map--Ed.) 

But this condo project means a lot 
more than just the bulldozing of a few 
flowers and trees. As the name of the 
project--a rather lame effort at Spang­

lish--might indicate, Del Este Village is 

part of a much larger development stra­
tegy by Pagan and the real estate indus­
try in New York to remap Loisaida as a 
trendy enclave for the "middle class"-­
and soon to be upper middle class. 

Toe Del Este project is sponsored by 
the New York City Housing Partner­
ship, a large consortium of banks, finan­
cial and real estate interests that has be-
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come the leading developer of new 
housing on city-owned land. The devf;:1-
oper is Donald Capoccia of BFC Part­

ners, who is also one of Pagan's leading 
campaign contributors. The community 
sponsor is Lower East Side Coalition 
Housing Development (LESCHD), the 
non-profit housing group that Pagan 
controls, but which is currently being 
fronted by Zulma Zayas, Pagan's cam­
paign manager in his unsuccessful bid 

for the Manhattan borough presidency. 
Over the years, LESCHD has used 

city, state, federal and corporate funding 
to create "low-income" housing that re­
verts to LESCHD's ownership after only 
10-15 years. What appears to be a low­
income housing program is in re_ality a 
real-estate privatization scam. 

Pagan used his City Council influ­
ence to get site control of five consecu~ 

tive buildings on 13th Street for 
LESCHD and have squatters who occu­
pied them for more than 10 years vio­
lently evicted by police. Pagan and 
Capoccia have now set their sights on 

six city-owned lots, most occupied by 
community gardens which are threaten­
ed with immediate demolition. 

After years of facilitating the take­
over of numerous city-owned properties 
on the Lower East Side for phony low­
income housing, Pagan is no longer 

even trying to appear to be creating 

housing for low-income tenants. 
It was Pagan who introduced the 

NYC Partnership project for approval 
by the City Council, .and it is Pagan who 

See GARDEN PLOT On Page 4 
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PAGAN LOSES, YOU WIN!! 
By A. Kr.onstadt + Chris Flash 

In a ·rare victory of popular will over 
real estate money and machine poli­
tics, Lower East Side housing activist 
Margarita Lopez has won the Demo­
cratic Party primary in a hotly-contest­
ed race for the Second District City 
Council seat being vacated· by poverty 
pimp and real estate stooge Antonio 

Pagan. 
Lopez edged out Judith Rapfoger, 

New York State Assembly ~peaker 
Sheldon Silver's anointed successor to 
Pagan, by a slim margin of just over 
200 votes. Albert Fabozzi, a bumbling 
half-psychotic busybody who briefly 
served as chairman of Community 
Board Three as Pagan's appointee, 
failed in his role as a spoiler against 
Lopez and garnered only about 600 
votes. Lopez now faces a general elec­
tion on Nbvember 4 in which she may 
be· opposed by a much humbled Rap­
fogel, now on the ·"Liberal" line, and 
Betty Lugo, a little known Republican 
candidate. 

The Lopez victory was a welcome 
surprise for those who followed the pri­
mary results on the evening of Sep­
tember 9 and read the papers the next 

morning. The media reported Rapfogel 
as the winner by 168 votes, but there 
is a strange story regarding this piece 
of. misinformation (or disinformation, 
depending on how you look at it). 

Poll watchers for Margarita Lopez' 
campaign kept a close eye on the 

counting of votes all night on Septem­
ber 9 and tallied pretty much the same 
figures as the ones now accepted, 
with Margarita winning by about 150 

votes. 
However, after the votes were 

counted, the voting machines, along 
with duplicates of the inspector's re­
port of the tally for each machine, were 
packed off to the local police precinct 
for safekeeping, with a report of the 
vote total sent to the Board of Elec­

tions central computer by the police 
officer assigned to that task. 

Somewhere along this chain of 
communication, the tally for Rapfogel 
on some unspecified machine was 
boosted from 35 votes to 350 votes. 
This is the number that got reported to 

the Board of Elections, so all night 

long and the next day, it was reported 
that Rapfogel was the winner. In spite 
of the obvious temptation to interpret 

this as some kind of conspiracy, 
Lopez campaign worker Michael Farrin 
told the SHADOW: "I don't think any 0 

body was fooling around. It was pro­
bably a mistake. But the media are a 

little bit sanguine about these early 
numbers, which have endless possibili­

ty for error, and Rapfogel cynically 
claimed victory and the glare of publi­

city went to her anyhow." 

The Lopez primary victory is the 
mirror image of Pagan's City Council 
primary victory in 1991, in which' he 

· .. 

PAGAN'S POLITICAL CAREER IS 
SHATTERED, BUT HE HAS OTHER 

SCHEMES IN MINDI! 

edged out then-incumbent Miriam 
Friedlander by 93 votes in a highly 
disputed vote count. SHADOW 

sources suspect that the tally had 
been manipulated in 1991 in the same 
manner that the vote was miscounted 
in Rapfogel's favor on September 9. 
Fortunately, the true vote was revealed 
this time around, preventing a repeat 
of the stolen 1991 primary, after which 
Pagan coasted to victory in the gener­

al election. 
Margarita Lopez will not have it so 

easy in the November 4 general elec­
tion. Unlike Pagan, she is not king­
maker Shelly Silver's hand-picked can­
didate. Margarita is an avowed oppo­
nent of real estate interests who has 
ridden buses to Albany with tenants to 

lobby for rent regulations and marched 
in the streets with neighborhood resi­
dents who want to save the Lower 

East Side community gardens from 
real estate developers. She also fought 
hard and successfully to stop the evic­
tion of tenants in city housing projects 

under Giuliani's "Moving to Work" pro­

gram. 
Mayoral candidate Ruth Messinger 

broke her initial promise to endorse 
Margarita and erided up backing Rap­
fogel, obviously under pressure from 
Sheldon Silver. The New York Times, 

in its finite wisdom (and loyalty to its · 

real estate interests) stamped its seal 

of approval on Rapfogel's City Council 
bid. So, it seems, all of the forces of 
_wealth and power are arrayed against 
Margarita Lopez, and all she has on 

her side are thousands of registered 
voters who enjoy living in their neigh­

borhood and don't want to be dis­

placed by yuppies and 70-story 

condos. 

See PAGAN LOSER ·on Page 4 
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AMERICAN JijSTICE·: 

RACISTS YES; RAPl~TS NO!! 
By Steven Wish~ia · 

If you're going to commit a racist 

atrocity, make sure it isn't a sex crime. 

That might be. the lesson to be learned 

from the rape/torture of Abner Louima 
in the bathroom of a Brooklyn police 
station. 

If the 70th Precinct cops had wanted 

to murder Louima, they probably would 

have been able to get away with it. A 
little tweaked ballistic evidence, some 
time for the officers to match their 
stories, and the courts and prosecutors 

probably wouldn't have looked too 
closely before ruling it justifiable homi­

cide. 

Officer Francis Livoti was never pro­
secuted for strangling Anthony Baez. 
No police were ever convicted of the 

1983 murder of Michael Stewart, killed 

in police custody after being arrested 

for writing graffiti in the First Avenue 
L-train station. (Stewart's eyeballs, 

which could have provided convincing 

forensic evidence that he too was 

choked to death, disappeared from the 
city medical examiner's office during the 

investigation.) And in the 1970s, the 

Queens cop who killed 11-year-old Clif­

ford Glover got off on the grounds that 
he suffered from a rare form of epilep­
sy--one that only affected him during 

the few seconds when he was firing bul­

lets into the boy's back. 

But the crude sexual sadism of the 

attack on Louima is too blatant and 

over-the-top to be passed off as justi­
fiable force or th_e to!Jghness needed to 
control · the dark forces of underclass cri­

minality. (It also left a living witness, 

and plenty of forensic evidence in the 

form of Louima's shredded intestines.) 
There is a historical parallel here-­

and it does not reflect well on the New 

York City police or the Giuliani admini­

stration. One of the few times between 
1900 and 1%5--if not the oply time-that 

a member of the Ku Klux Klan was 

convicted of a crime against a black 

, . 

person in the Deep South came in 1959, . 
when four members of a Klan chapter 

in Birmingham, Alabama were jailed for 

castrating Edward Aaron in .1957. 

Klan members and other Southern 
whites had killed hundreds of blacks 

with impunity for decades, even winning 

acquittal in nationally publicized cases 

.with strong forensic evidence against 
them, such as the 1955 murder of 14- · 

year-old Emmett Till in Mississippi. 

"Had [they) accused Aaron of being a 

troublemaker and shot him dead on the 
roadside, (they'd) be freed," wrote 
William Bradford Huie in Three Lives 
for Mississippi. "But this is different." 

As with the Louima assault, the bla­
tant sexual atrocity of the attack on 

Aaron was too hard to swallow even for 
an all-white Birmingham jury. According 

to two Klansmen who testified against 
ringleader Bart Floyd and the three 

others, the four had kidnapped Aaron, a 

quiet 34-year-old handyman, castrated 

him with a razor blade and poured tur­
pentine in his wound in order for Floyd 

to prove he was tough enough to head 
the chapter. The four were sentenced to 

20 years in prison. (They were all out 
within six years; Governor George Wal­

lace's appointees to the state parole 

board voted to release them.) 

Force is part of police work. Cops 
cannot reasonably be expected to re­
strain themselves to "Excuse me, Mr. 

Armed Robber, would you mind putting 
_ y.our hands out for these cuffs here." -

·But "Giuliani Time"--ever since the 1992 

rally when he exhorted hundreds of 
drunken white cops who were shouting 
racial slurs at City Hall--has been · 

marked by tolerance of, and even 

pride, in police excesses. Giuliani has 

resisted any attempt to oversee police 

conduct beyond the utterly toothless 
Civilian Complaint Review Board. His 

"quality of life" ca_mpaign routinely 

flouts state law by jaili~g _people for up 
-
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t0 three-days before they even get to 
see a judge--for the most trivial of of­

fenses. ·The ends justify the means. 

Giuliani's two previous mayoral cam­

paigns have been the most racially po­
larized elections in modern New York 

history: He carried over 80 percent of 

the vote in all but the most liberal 

(gay/secular Jewish) white neighbor­

hoods, while drawing less than 15 per­

cent in black areas. As other right­

wingers since Richar~ Nixon an, 
George Wallace have, Giuliani defines 
crime almost exclusively as poor blacks 

and Latinos preying on employed 

whites-ignoring the fact that ghetto resi­

dents are the people most likely to be 
street-crime victims. The public services 

he has cut while (ocusing on crime are 

the ones used by fewer and fewer 

.. n> &IV• vvc:;a..c_, · 

'E oor JUSrOM:, 
ON-~PN/ 

YoutoweR~ 
~1}1'f.S 

·o ~i--rn,~n< 
,s L.()(J f ,'AA 
ING Vi6AN 

- - ,~ -~-~ 

-- whites. He has built ·a political coalition 
of those who do not ride subways, use 

public hospitals, send their children to 

public schools--or ever worry that it is 
their teenage children who will be un­
justly jacked up by police. ·11 is a coali­

tion of those who think that the main 

function of city government is to protect 

them from those dar.ker and poorer. 
Will the while citizens of Glendale, 

Douglaston and the Upper East Side 
accept police shoving a toilet plunger up 

a Haitian's ass as the price of not hav-
. ing to fend off squeegee men at the en­

trance to the Midtown Tunnel? The 

polls are not encouraging. Most likely, 

the Louima assault will be dealt with as 
an "aberration" like the Aaron case, 

leaving the system of brutality that 

spaw.ned it untouched until the victims 

rise up. 
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PLUNGER PIGS PORK POPULACE 
By A. Kronstadt 

The torture of Abner Louima at the 
70th Precinct in Brooklyn was just one 
extreme of a bell curve of injury and 
humiliation visited upon the people in 

the interest of Giuliani and his quality 
of life campaign. The mayor's crack­
down on everything, once believed by 
all responsible New Yorkers to be the 
key cause of New York's ·exponenfially 

declining crime rate, has now shown a 

much uglier face. 
The SHADOW has long had an in­

terest in cases of police brutality. Since 
the Tompkins Square police riot of 
1988, in which hundreds of Lower East 
Side residents were beaten by runaway 
police who covered their badges, we 

have accumulated bulging files full of in­

formation about acts of misconduct on 
and off the job by the police. All of 
which proves statistically that the docu­
mented crime rate among members of 
the NYPD is at least as great as that 
among the populace as a whole. We 
have covered in depth the tearful case 
of Anthony Baez, a law-abiding man 
whose ordinary peaceful life ran afoul 
of, and came to a young end, because of 
Giuliani's new style of policing. How­

ever, we never in our most wild. anti­

authoritarian rantings ever foreshadow­
ed that NYC cops would do anything as 
depraved as what they did to Abner 
Louima. 

Power corrupts, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely. Giuliani has, 
through sheer invasive deployment of 
cops, cut back on the rights of New 
Yorkers to an unhe;ud of extent. He 
has terrorized panhandlers from the 
subway and (most) peddlers from the 

streets of the Lower East Side. New 
Yorkers talk in hushed voices about 
marijuana these days. On May 5, armies 

of cops converged on the now-outlawed 
Washington Square Smoke-In and made 
ma~ arrests. In Ozone Park, a conser­
vative Italian neighborhood in Queens 
noted in past for its fourth of july fire­
works; cops on horseback circulated 

through the streets and helicopters 
hovered overhead to squelch the festivi­
ties. Phalanxes of cops worked the St. 
Patrick's and Puerto Rican Day Par­
ades, confiscating beer and making 
busts. At one time, cops would rather 

allow demonstrators to take over a 
street than use violence--now they 

would rather use pepper spray. Giuliani 
has taken advantage of the 38,000-
strong police force that was created un­
der his predece~r David Dinkins and 
has used it to construct his own wet 
dream of governmental control. 

And Rudy has given the pigs power 
hardons as stiff as plunger handles. 
Rudy gave them those dark blue, almost 
black uniforms that have powerful sexu­
al undertones well known among lea­
ther men and nazi regalia freaks. In 
Greg Donaldson's book The Ville, about 
cops and kids in Brownsville, a pre­
Giuliani cop is quoted as saying, "the 
LAPD gets more respect than we do ... 
Look at their uniforms. They wear black 
for the fear factor. We wear powder­
blue shirts lake a fuckin' buncha pus­

sies." Giuliani has given the cops a sense 
of being public masters instead of public 
servants. Nobody dares talk back to a 
New York cop these days. You see 
them walking around the Lower East 
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Side in big packs, three, four and five of 
them surrounding two guys sharing a 
beer. If one of them busts a guy urinat­
ing on a wall, he radios for reinforce­
ments. 

You need a certain kind of person to 
go around fucking with the populace 

like this. You need a person who is a 
bit of a Black Shirt. Lest this be misin­
terpreted as a slur on Italians, remem­
ber that the job of the Black Shirts was 
to terrorize and brutalize Italians who 
refused to accept fascism. The Black 
Shirts would capture people, haul them 

down to the police station, force them 
to drink castor oil, then throw them into 
the street incontinent. Another thing the 
Black Shirts did was to insert pool cues 
into the anuses of men whom they sus­

pected of being homosexuals. To 
achieve total control, the authority fig-

-ra..1..-1HEM, 
f-lO~iHE 
9(C€Pf 

t 0.....1--::-~ -~~1~ ... 

~ 

OllfYO 

5-GE 
tJf flRM 
~Aw. 
1HE 

P1~UJSf,/f 
HEWHOLEM .,, 

ure must totally take away the dignity 
and humanity, of its enemies. They must 
heap insult upon injury. 

What New York needs above all 
other things is a vision of a harmonious 
society that goes beyond police control. 
When all you have is a hammer, every­
thing starts to look like a nail. The idea 
that education and opportunity, not 
jails, is the most effective way to fight 
crime has become a joke for New York 
City officials. Lacking, or fearing any 
vision of a better world, the bankers 

and brokers who control the city have 
granted a blank check to dumb, brutish 
police. 

Barring a ma~ive reordering of pri­
ority from jails to schools and employ­
ment opportunities, SHADOW Kop­
Watchers would like to see the follow­
ing measures adopted by the city for the 
public's protection: 

1. Review all cops' complaint records. 
Disarm · the ones with the top 20% of 

complaints and give them de* jobs. 
2. Get rid of the quality of life cam­
paign. Stop arresting peddlers, pot 
smokers, beer drinkers, and panhand­
lers. No more cops picking on the peo­
ple. 

3. Make them leave their guns at the 
precinct when their shift ends. · 
4. Revamp the psychological tests to 
weed out the psychos and let in more 
critical thinkers. 
5. Get rid of the Irish/Italian dynasty of 
Long and Staten Island pigs and hire 
more residents of New York City. 

THE SHADOW 
NEVER SLEEPS!! 
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r claimed that it was selfish of the garden-
r GARDEN PLOT .... t ers to hold onto land when it could be ·- used to create permanent affordable 

now boasts ofthe Del Este homes as an housing for those who-need it. 
example of the "affordable housing" he Obviously, Del Este Village is a 

r 
has brought to his district. sweetheart deal for Capoccia, who is be-

' 
Check out the posters plastered all ing handed the development rights to 

r over the neighborhood: "Own Your more than $2.2 million in property with ,,._ Own Home Starting at an Estimated _ virtually no money down. Unlike most 
$103,000!" In fact, the Del Este duplex real estate deals, the city underwrites 
condos are priced between $117,200 the loans for NYC Housing Partnership-
and $159,800 (more if buyers opt for sponsored development, allowing pri-
brand name appliances, high speed vate developers like __ Capoccia to reap 

internet hook-ups, and cable access, profit with very little risk. 
among other "luxury" amenities.) And Of course, PagAn also makes out in 
those prices are AFTER you take into the deal. Capoccia's BFC Partners was 
account the $41 ,200 in city and state one of the leading contributors to 
subsidies that are used to offset the PagAn's failed bid for Manhattan 
construction costs of these units. Borough President, contributing more 

While the duplexes are supposedly than $4,200, according to the latest fil-
restricted to first-t ime homeowners with ings available from the Campaign Fi-
incomes of up to $70,950, according to nance Board. The architect for the Del 
city regulations, 10 percent of the uni ts Este Village project, Leslie Feder, also 

p can be sold to buyers above the income contributed $500 to PagAn's campaign 

i 
limit, as long as they pay full price for Borough Presiqent. BFC has also 
(without the subsidy)--ranging from contributed at least $10,000 to Giuliani's 
$158,400 for a two bedroom unit to mayoral campaign. Over the past year, 
$201,000 for a three-bedroom unit. At PagAn has gone out of his way to align 

f 

an August 23 buying seminar, a market- himself with Giuliani, fueling specula-
ing agent for BFC Partners openly stat- tion that his own lackluster campaign 
ed that his company "would love to sell for Borough President, in which he re-
all these units to people above the in- ceived only 8 percent of the vote, was , 
come limit," adding, "The more people just a ploy to keep himself in the run-
we sell to who are above the subsidy re- ning for some political post in the ' likely 
quirement, the better it is for us. Come event of a second Giuliani term. Cer-

' 
on, this is capitalism." Such comments tainly, deep-pocketed friends like Ca-... have led many to question BFC's wil- poccia help increase PagAn's political 
lingness to abide by the 10 percent rule. capital with the mayor. 

In addition, while the brochures sug-
gest that the condos are "an affordable The insensitivity of PagAn and his 
reality" to those earning as little as allies toward the community was evident 
$28,000, in order to meet the minimum at a recent CB3 Housing Committee 
loan requirement, a family or individual meeting, when the NYC Housing Part-
would have to earn at least $43,500 a nership and members of Asian Ameri-
year. Even then, they would need to be cans for Equality (AAFE) presented 
virtually clear of all other debts (i.e. car plans to demolish the Rodriguez Gar-
payment, credit card bill, etc.) so as not den on Suffolk and Rivington Streets in 
to exceed .the monthly debt ceiling set order to build 53 more Partnership con-
by the banks. dos. At the meeting, LESCHD's execu-

That's quite a stretch for a neighbor- , tive director Zulma Zayas defended the 
hood where the average annual income planned razing of the R~riguez, 19 BC, 
hovers around $12,500. Adding up the and Mendez gardens, claiming that "one 
mortgage and maintaintance charges, of them [the gardens] is used to run 

the monthly cost of these units ranges numbers, one of them is a parlor to dis-
from $1,190 to $1,828. tribute political literature, and the other 

Most shocking of all, Donald Capoc- is a private place for the family to have 
cia of BFC Partners announced at a re- Labor Day parties." Zayas said, "they 
cent buying seminar that here would be are stealing from the community; they 
NO PREFERENCE FOR FAMILIES open the fire hydrants and they play 
who wish to buy these two and three loud music." Zayas also took issue with 
bedroom condos. This means that a sin- the claim that the condos were too ex-
gle individual earning as much as pensive for people in the neighborhood. 
$70,949 could qualify for the $41,200 "We received over 10,000 applications 
subsidy and buy a two or three bedroom for 13th Street," Zayas said, describing 
duplex at below market costs, then turn the recent lottery for the supposedly 
around and rent out the extra bedrooms low-income apartments that her organi-
for more money. (While subletting is zation helped develop after the city 

-- technically not allowed, who will moni- gutted the former 13th Street squats. 
tor a private condo- association once "And you know what's so sad is that 
these units are sold?) most of the people don't qualify [for the 

Moreover, after five years, the con- apartments] because they have too 
dos can be sold to anyone over the _ much money." Too rich for subsidized 
$70,950 limit, as long as they pay off the housing? Gee, isn't that sad! 
mortgage and what's left of the $40,000 Considering that she lives around the 
subsidy, which gets amortized over a 25 corner from it, Zayas should know that 
year period. And yet, HPD, PagAn and the 10 BC Garden was founded in 1987 

proponents on Community Board 3 by several mostly Latino families and 
(CB3) have justified these condos as friends, who united together to kick out 
permanent, affordable housing for fam- the drug dealers. Since then, the neigh-
ilies in the community. bors who maintain the garden estimate 

All of this fine print presents a far that they have removed at least 10 full 
different picture from the one initially dumpsters of rubble and trash from the 

painted by proponents of the NYC . lots, which extend through to 11th 
Housing Partnership condos like PagAn- Street, and have towed away numerous 
appointed CB3 chair Susan Vaughn wrecked cars, which were once used by 
when CB3 first released the sites for junkies to shoot up. For several years, 

development in September 1995. the garden ran a weekly film series, 

Vaughn and other board members screening films from around the world. 

claimed that the Partnership project Over the years, there have been wed-

would help alleviate overcrowding in 
.. 

dings and baptisms in the garden, birth-

public housing projects by allowing day and graduation parties, and numer-
"double-wage-earning families" who ous other cultural events including Hal-, I might otherwise be forced to move to 

' , ~-. 
the suburbs a chance to ~uy ·into their 

own neighborhood. Vaughn and other I Continued On Page 6 
PagAn-appointed members of CB3 

. - -j. 

PAGAN LOSER~ ... 
There now appears to be a mass 

rebellion going on among Lower East 
Side voters, who now refuse to behave 
predictably. In the Baruch Houses 
[projects on Houston and Avenue DJ, 
Puerto Rican voters have snubbed 
their long-time political boss Roberto 
Napoleon, who was backing Rapfogel, 
and have gone massively for Margar­
ita Furthermore, the entire political 
alliance revolving around Antonio 

PagAn in the early nineties--composed 
of a mixture of Democratic fatcats and 

party hacks like Silver and Napoleon, 
landlords and gentrifiers like Christina 
Piorkowska and Howard Hemsley, and 
•quality of life" creeps like Elizabeth 
Acevedo and Nancy Sosman--has 
melted down. PagAn is now ori the 
outs with most of the people who sup­
ported him in 1991 . 

Interestingly enough, SHADOW 
sources reveal that PagAn had no real 

desire to run for Borough President, 
and that when he tried to keep his City 
Council seat, his political sugar daddy 
Sheldon Silver told him it was too late 
because he had already run Rapfogel 
for PagAn's seat. After his dismal 
showing in the September 9 primary, 
as predicted by the SHADOW, (8% of 

the vote), PagAn's political career 
appears to be over. 

But PagAn hasn't lost completely. 
Like most corporate officers who are 
removed from positions of power, 
PagAn has created his own •golden 
parachute" that will ensure his wealth 
and comfort for life. Barring his accep­

tance of a rumored offer by Mayor 
Giuliani for the job of Commissioner of 
Housing Preservation and Develop­
ment (HPD), PagAn will once again 
openly head his poverty-pimp housing 
group Lower East Side Coalition-Hous­
ing Development (LESCHD), and the 
city-owned properties it controls. As 
reported previously in the SHADOW, 
after a short term of providing sym­
bolic "low-income• housing, the pro­

perties controlled by LESCHD will be­
come market rate housing, with the 
ownership conveyed to LESCHD/ 
PagAn. 

After years of accepting cash from 
real estate interests and enriching his 
real estate portfolio during his City 
Council stint, PagAn now has nothing 
to lose. In the last few months of his 
City Council term, it is expected that 

PagAn will continue to use his position 
as the chair of the Land Use and Dis­
position Committee to hand city-owned 
properties to individuals and groups 
tied to and/or controlled by Paglm and 
his political contributors. 

In one current example, Pag~n has 
facilitated the transfer of six city-owned 
lots from the community groups oper­
ating them as gardens to LESCHD in a 
scheme to create shoddily-built market 
rate city-subsidized condominium 
housing units that will be built by real 
estate developer and PagAn contribu­

tor Donald Capoccia and managed by 

LESCHD. (See related story in this 
issue--Ed.) 

Further insuring his future comfort, 
Pagtm, using his influence on the Land 
Use Committee, has gotten his city­
owned apartment building at 7 East 
3rd Street placed in the city's Tenant 
lnterum Lease (TIL) program, which 
enables tenants to buy their apart­
ments for' only $250. PagAn, who 
earns a declared $72,500 as council­
man, was years behind on his $75 per 
month rent before buying his apart­

ment through TIL, which has arranged 
for a $12 million renovation of the 
building at taxpayer expense. Accord­
ing to SHADOW sources, after mem­
bers of the building's tenant associa­
tion voted themselves expanded and 
double-sized apartments, a number of 
residents were made to leave. As a re­
sult, PagAn is among those who will 
get 2-3 times more space for himself 
and family members. After only ten 
years or so, PagAn will be able to sell 
the apartments for a fat profit. 

.Whatever highly justified distrust we 
may have in the City Council, the elec­
toral system, and the government in 
general, those of us who love the Low­
er East Side cannot help but rejoice at 

the prospect of Margarita Lopez re­
placing PagAn and his political allies 
on the City Council. To use Pag~n·s 
1991 campaign slogan, •1rs time for a 
change• -- to say the least!! 

WHICH KIND OF WORM 
WOULD YOU RATHER HAVE 

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD? 

fig. I~~ fig. 2 Real-ufalt 'D~et 

THE NEW YORK CITY HOUSING PARTNERSHIP (AN ARM OF THE 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ) IS PLANNING TO BULLDOZE SEVERAL 

LOWER EAST SIDE COMMUNITY GARDENS LAT ER THIS MONTH. 

WHY? So DEVELOPERS CAN BUILD CONDOMINIUMS ON THE SITES . 

EVEN THE CHEAPEST OF THESE " AFFORDABLE " APARTMENTS WILL 

BE FAR TOO EXPENSIVE FOR MOST CURRENT NEIGHBORHOOD 

RESIDENTS. 

SAVE T+f£ GARt>£NS! 
CALL THE NYC PARTNERSHIP AT 493-7400 AND TELL THEM TO 

LEAVE THE GARDENS ALONE. 



LOISAIDA MARCH FOR SURVIVAL 
By A. Kronstadt 

The demonstration of more than 250 
Lower East Siders on August 2 was as 
peaceful as its demands were numerous. 
Under heavy police escort, the crowd 

marched to nine sites to protest the im­

pending or already accomplished demo­
lition of community resources by the city 
and real estate developers. 

Marchers met at the 10th Street 
Garden, featuring vegetables and flow­

ers and a Puerto Rican style casita, 
complete with a rooster whose profile 
appeared on several of the placards in 
the procession. This garden, along with 
the Chico Mendez mural garden on 
11th Street, is slated for demolition in 
late September, to be replaced by a 

condominium project where apartments 

will. sell for at least $103,000. A speech 
by Democratic City Council hopeful 
Margarita Lopez insisted that marchers 
stay on the sidewalk and not react to 
police provocations. Lopez, who was in­
volved in the planning of the march, is 
in the running against Judy Rapfogel, a 

protegt of State Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver, who is attracting the 
bulk of real estate money in the race. 
Lopez was the only one of three City 
Council candidates who has spoken 

against the demolition of community 

gardens. 
The group proceeded to Charas/EI 

Bohio, a venerable community center in 
an old public school on 9th Street and 
Avenue B for over 20 years, hosting 
countless theater productions, art exhi­

bits, and community meetings. Charas 
supporters have temporarily stalled a 
city plan to auction off the building. 
Armando Perez, a local democratic 
party leader and long-time Charas or­
ganizer, told the crowd, "They want to 
take away Charas-and the gardens so 
that we'll have no place to go when 
we're under attack." 

Margarita Lopez was a key speaker 
at the next stop fn the march, the Riis­
Wald Projects on Avenue D. She led 
the crowd in a chant of "Vivienda de­
cente para la gente" and told of the re­
cent success of public housing tenants in 
stalling a plan to remove rent ceilings 
from apartments in the projects. Lopez 
also spoke about the warehousing of 
apartments in the projects, where there 

is_ a waiting list of 200,000 people. 

Meanwhile, apartments are kept empty 
by a city administration speculating on 
plans to rent them at market rate. 

The next rally was at an empty lot on 
5th Street near Avenue B where the 5th 
Street Squat once stood. Although it 
housed residents for more than ten 

years, the squat was evicted and demo­

lished last February after a minor fire. 
Residents were not allowed to retrieve 
their possessions and several of their 
animals were left trapped in the build­
ing as a crane tore the structure apart, 
cracking the wall of a neighboring tene­

ment in the process. 
The march went on to a. renovated 

building on 3rd Street, ~tween· First 
and Second Avenues, where Donald 
Cappocia, the developer slated to build -

on the sites of the 10th and 11th Street 

gardens, occupies a luxury apartment. 

After chanting "Cappocia, Cappocia, 
come out of your hole, Cappocia, Cap­
pocia, give back what you stole," the 
marchers continued to another vacant 
lot, at Second Avenue and 1st Street. 
This was the site of a legally-occupied 

city-owned building that was evicted in 
the middle of the night in late July, on 
the grounds that a heavy rainfall put it 
in danger of "imminent collapse." The 

building was a single-room-occupancy 
dwelling ·that housed 34 low-income ten­

ants paying $200 to $300 per month. 
The city spent $300,000 on tacky reno­

vations in the building, but ignored a 
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major water leak, which eventually gave 
them the excuse to tear it down rather 
than make additional repairs. As with 
the 5th Street Squat, residents' belong­
ings were destroyed and some of their 
pets were left inside as it was hastily 
demolished. · ,.,, 

Next, the marchers went to 66 East 

4th Street, the former headquarters of 

the Felix Milan Little League, a club­
house for 400 neighborhood youth that 
had been summarily evicted from its . 
city-owned building on one of the last 
heavily Puerto Rican blocks in the chic 
"East Village." 

The last stop was the All-Craft Cen­

ter on St. Mark's place, a community 
space on the former site of the Electric 
Circus night club which now provides 
space for Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Narcotics Anonymous meetings. The 
center has often faced eviction and 
take-over attempts by gentrifiers and 

real estate speculators. 

The Unity March combined issues 

that include the imminent destruction of 
community gardens, midnight evictions 
under the pretext of "emergencies," pri­
vatization of public housing projects, 
eviction of squatters, threats against 
community centers, and on the positive 
side, a demand for new low-income 

housing. The crowd was an interesting 

mix of young and older people who 
shared in common a love of the Lower 
East Side and a desire to preserve its 
humanity. The "Loisaida Unity March" 

showed that residents of the Lower East 
Side are prepared to fight for their 
neighborhood. 

THE SHADOW 
KNOWS!! 
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CLINTON STREET TENANTS 
FIGHT SLEAZEBAG LANDLORD 

By Steven Wishnia 

The nine-month saga of landlords vs. 
tenants continues at 16 Clinton Street. 

Last December, tenants in the build­
ing's eight railroad flats were shocked 
when landlords Laura and Sam Lai sent 
them a letter warning them that the 

back wall was about to collapse and 
urging them to "vacate the building im­
mediately." City Buildings Department 
inspectors, under the eyes of Channel 4 
news cameras, said that wasn't neces­
sary. Instead of vacating the building, 

they fined Shun Lin, the Lais' real 

estate company, $2,000 for failing to 
repair the outside walls. 

Tenants have been in court with the 
landlords eve.r since, trying to force 
them to make structural repairs. On 
April 14, they filed a contempt motion 
against the owners for failing to com­
plete the work by the court-ordered 
deadline. On May 1, the landlords 
knocked down the bathroom walls of 
three apartments. When tenants asked 
when the walls would be fixec!;_ Sam. Lai 

told them "Not for a very long time." 
They were eventually repaired after a 
Housing Court judge -ordered them 
fixed two weeks later. 

Following a third court order on July 
15, workers began replacing windows. 
and reinforcing the top two floors with 

steel beams. On Aug. 22, they walled off 
the bathrooms and kitchens. This· was 
supposed to be a six-day job, according 
to the court stipulation, but on Aug. 30, 
tenants were told it would take another 
three·weeks. The four households af­

fected have to use bathrooms on the 

first floor. 
"Every agreement we've ever made 

in court has been violated. They've been 
really underhanded all the way through," 
says Salley May, a performer in the 

city's art-therapy program who lives on 
the top floor. 

"It's a mystery who the head of this 
job is," she adds. Tamco, the contractor 
doing the repairs, lists its address at a 

nonexistent building in Chinatown, ac­
cording to May. Harry Hong, the man 
apparently in charge of the work, told 

her he's actually the city official respon­
sible for signing off on it. And Buildings 
Department reports on the job have 
been mysteriously unavailable. 

Tenants accuse the Lais, who bought 

the building in 1994 at a federal auc­

tion--it had been seized in a 1989 drug­
forfeiture proceeding--of trying to harass 
them all out, or failing that, to jack up 
the rent with major-capital-improvement 
(MCI) increases. (MCI increases per­
manently raise the monthly rent by 
1/84th of the total cost of the repair; for 
example, an $8,400 job would add $100 
to the rent.) The kitchen and bathroom 
renovations were not authorized in the 

court order, says May. 
"We can't stop the tenants from 

complaining," a Shun Lin spokesperson 

says. "Work is being carried out." 
The eight tenants--artists, Asian 

immigrants, an~ a 92-year-old Jewish 
man--all pay less tqa1' ~500 a month. In 
August, a f.Jmily of immigrants from 
Bangladesh received a notice threaten-· 
ing ,::viction if they didn't pay $2,500 in 
back rent within 72 hours-;rent they'd 
already paid, tenants say. "They're pick­
ing on people who are more vulnera-
ble," says May. , 

Another party has been Asian Amer­

icans For Equality (MFE), a non-profit 
housing group that hired the engineer 
who claimed th!! ~uil~jng was_ al!<>ut to . 
collapse last December; AAFE sent 
representatives to warn tenants that 
they might have to leave immediately. 
Tenants say that AAFE was in collabor­

ation-with the landlord in trying to in-

timidate them out. 
At the time, AAFE spokesperson 

Willing Chin told the SHADOW that 

she wasn't familiar with 16 Clinton 

Street. Another AAFE representative 
told the New York Times that the ten­
ants were being manipulated by "agit­

ators" from ABC No Rio, a non-profit 
gallery and performance space on 
nearby Rivington Street, which was then 
fighting an AAFE plan to evict them. 
Last May, the group issued a statement 
that said they had only "offered our 
services in the event an evacuation was 
warranted" and hoped that "landlords 

and tenants can work toward [a] com­
mon goal." 

Meanwhile, say~ a flyer handed out 

by tenants, "all of tbis is incredibly costly 
in time, stress, sanity, and legal fees." 

(This story is far from over--stay tuned to 
the SHADOW for more developments­

Ed. 
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GARDEN PLOT: ... 
~ .•. .. ( 

loween and Easter Parties for kids . 
Named after the Brazilian rain forest 

martyr J :11ico Mendez, the Mendez Mu­
ral Gargen was created six years ago by 

a diverse .group of local residents--in­
cluding sculptor Ken Hiratsuka, who 
helped lay out the garden's fanciful de­
sign, Cover Magazine publisher Jeff 

Wright, and Nelson Rodriguez, a youth 
counselor who is like a big brother to 

the numerous children from the block 
who come to _play in the garden. 

Other.Lower East Side gardens 
threatened 6>', Partnership condos in­
clude Green Oasis and Gilbert's Sculp­
ture Garden on 8th Street, between C 
and D, the 9th Street and Avenue C 
garden, and the Casita Garden on 9th 
Street, between C and D. All of these 
gardens were approved for Partnership 
condos by CB3 in September 1995, and 
have been in limbo ever since. 

Toe clearing and cultivation of the 
city-owned lots by gardeners has been a 
stabilizing force in the community, con­
tributing to the betterment of lheir 
neighborhoods at no cost to the city. 
Ironically, with the real estate .market 
on the upswing, these gardens have 

made the Lower East Side more attrac­

tive to yuppies and developers who now 
want those sites for new market rate 

and luxury housing. 
Aside from the 6th Street and Ave-

nue B Garden and El Jardin del Para-
diso, both of which have been awarded 

park status by the city, no community 
garden on the Lower East Side is safe. 
All told, the city and CB3 plan to de­
velop 22 so-called "vacant" sites on the 
Lower East Side for either Partnership 

"middle class" condos or flat-out market 
rate housing--a process which could rad-· 
ically alter the economic balance and 
social makeup of the neighborhbod 
while robbing the community of vital 

green space. 

This rush to demolition is part of a 

stepped-up citywide effort by Mayor 
Giuliani's Administration to sell off all 
"vacant" city-owned properties. Already, 
the Department of Housing Preserva­
tion l,lnd Development (HPD) has 

· · placed over half of the 776 community 
gardens throughout the city "op hold" 
because of pending development plans. 
Most of these gardens will lik~ly be 
awarded to the. Partnership, which is the 
leading developer of new housing on 
city-owned land. In the process, garden­

ers are being falsely pitted against the 
dire need for housing, when in reality 

the low-density style of housing that the 
Partnership develops is not intended to 
solve the housing crisis as much as it is · 
to "de-densify" poor neighborhoods. 
(See story in SHADOW #41--Ed.) 

In Harlem, five long-standing com­

munity gardens on 122nd Street are also 
slated to be bulldozed at the end of 
September to make way for Partnership 
homes. They include the 20-year-old 
Garden of Love, Project Harmony, the 
Five-Star Garden, and the Golden Lions 

Garden--some of the most magnificent 
and well-used community gardens in the 
city. When asked at a City Council pub­
lic hearing why the plans for the Part­
nership "town-houses"--which feature 30-
foot private back yards--could not be al­
tered to allow for at least some com­

munity space, HPD deputy commission­
er Mary Bolton told the gardeners as­
sembled that "community space is in­
consistent with home ownership." 

Two other gardens in the Bronx and 
one in Brooklyn are also in the process 
of being approved by the City Council 

for Partnership housing, despite the 
vigilance of the gardeners, who have 
been forcing their way into City Council 
committee meetings to challenge the 
sale of these green spaces. 

In particular, gardeners are challeng­

ing the failure of the Council to identify 
the lots they are selling as gardens when 
they are voting to dispose of them. In­
stead, gardens are routinely classified as 

~ 
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vacant "blighted" rubble strewn lots, al­
lowing the city to dispose of the sites 
even more quickly, without having to go 
through a more openly-publicized public 
review process and without having to 
perform environmental impact studies. 
(When the Partnership plan went be­
fore CB3 last September, neither gar­
deners nor -adjacent property owners 

. were notified, and after their voting, 

many CB3 members admitted that they 
were unaware they were voting to elim­

inate the gardens.) 
Toe City Coundl's action on the gar­

den issue, including that of many of its 
progressive members, has been ·nega­
tive. The entire City Council member­
ship, including Liberal councilmembers 
Tom Duane, Sal Albanese and Virginia 
Fields, voted for Resolution 2350 on 

May 14, turning the 10 BC, 11 BC. and 
Mendez Mural gardens over for devel­
opment. Duane also voted for the Reso­
lution when it passed the Land Use 
Committee, of which he is a member. 

At City Council subcommittee meet­
ings on "Private Use of Public Spaces" 
held on July 29 and August 21 for pub­
lic hearings, despite the fact that the 
vote against the gardens was already a 
done deal, Duane and Albanese claimed 
to be unaware that the sites are actively 

tended gardens when they voted to pass 
. Resolution 2350 in May. 

Many gardening activists ~re con­
fused by the treachery of their favorite 
politicians, yet strangely, some are pa­
thetically clinging to the dim hope that 
somehow these same politicians who be­

trayed them will do something to help 
them. 

Lower East Side Democratic City 
Council candidate Margarita Lopez has 
appeared at marches supporting the 

gardens and has pledged her support 
for their continued existence. Unlike her 
soon-to-be colleagues on the Council, 
Lopez is not likely to claim to be in the 
dark ~hen votes concerning her neigh­
borhood are made. 

Unfortunately, Margarita Lopez may 
not take her City Council seat in time to 
prevent the transfer and destruction of 
the garden sites for PagAn and Capoc­
cia's Del Este Village project. If this 
proves to be true, at least with Lopez in 
place, the precious few remaining gar­
den sites and community resources have 

a better chance to be saved . 
In the meantime, some activists have 

been pursuing a lawsuit that stays the 
demolition of the gardens while others 

For Information about defending 
the gardens and future actions, con­

tact these groups: 

• The New York City Coalition for 
the Preservation of Gardens at 777-

· 7959 

• The Lower East Side Collective at 

802-8081 

• The Citywide Committee to Pre­
serve Community Land Use Rights 
at their Community Unity meetings 

every Tuesday at 7:00pm at Charas 

at 610 East 9th Street (at Avenue B). 

Also, you might want to contact 
those Involved In and responsible 
for the destruction of gardens and 

open spaces In order to express 

your feelings: 
• Richard Roberts, Commissioner of 

Housing, Preservation and Develop­

ment (directly responsible for hand­

Ing gardens to developers): 863-

6100 
• Virginia Fields, City Councllmem~ 
ber on Land Use Committee, (voted 

to give gardens to developers; now 
candidate for Manhattan Borough 

President): 788-6972 

• Veronica White, President of New 

York City lj>artnershlp, (the business 
organization behind the plan to bull­

doze the gardens): 493-7400 

• Del Este VIiiage (the condo project 

to be built on Lower East Side gar-

have been engaging in a street level ap­
proach. On August 23, neighborhood 
activists and gardeners picketed a sales 
seminar held by Del Este Village on 
East 8th Street, giving prospective buy­
ers copies of a May 13 Village Voice ar­

ticle that described the shoddy and 
cheaply built housing by the NYC Hous­
ing Partnership in the Bronx. According 
to the article, which described leaking 
roofs, sinking and cracking floors, erod­
ing foundations and improperly-installed 
boilers, "Many [homeowners] want out, 
but can't leave: the threat of a hefty 
fine forces these working- and middle­
class families to stay in their govern­
ment-ubsidized homes for 15 years." 

On September 11 , demonstrators or­
ganized by the Citywide Committee to 
Preserve Community Land Use Rights 

disrupted a City Council meeting. On 

September 18 they took over the offices 
of the NYC Partnership at 1 Battery 
Park Plaza, where they issued a state­
ment demanding that the Partnership 
"immediately cease implementing pro­
grams that displace existing projects 
without extensive and meaningful re­
view ... " A memqer of the coalition told 

the SHADOW, "We want to expand be­
yond the gardens. It's a land use issue. 
The reality is that they're building unaf­

fordable housing under the guise of de­
stroying community gardens for ho~s­

ing." 
More actions around this issue are 

upcoming. As predicted previously in 
the SHADOW, low-income tenants and 
community gardeners are now finding 
themselves victimized by the same 
repression experienced by squatters for 
years: illegal evictions, demolitions and 
police actions. In their defense, garden­
ers can apply the same tactics employed 
by the squatter community: building a 
network of neighborhood support and 
defense, setting up a phone tree where­
in a list of people can be called for a 
quick response to any assaults on the 
gardens, preparations for meeting the 
bulldozers, and unpredictable actions 
against those responsible for destroying 
the gardens. 

It is assumed that the city will try to 
demolish the remaining gardens and lots 
as the weather gets colder, since they 
expect that less people are likely to con-. 
front and fight them. No matter what 
the enemy expects, it looks like it's go­
ing to be a Redwood Summer this win­

ter!! 

den sites) : 214 Avenue A, 673-8445 

• Lower East Side Coalition Housing 
Development (LESCHD) (the poverty 

pimp housing group controlled by 

outgoing Councilman Pagan; re­

sponsible for taking the 13th Street 

Squats; now trying to take over 

community gardens): 67 Avenue D, 

387-0961 and 308 East 8th Street, 

254-1916, 260-6233, 677-3015, 677-

4772 
• BFC Associates (construction 

company headed by Pagan contrlb­

utoi:,Donald Capoccia; slated to 
build condos on garden sites; also 

destroyed 13th Street Squr,ts In gut 

__ renovation project): 2226 First Ave­

nt.le, 722-3671 
• Donald Capoccia (Pagan's real es­

tate partner and campaign contribu­

tor; heads BFC Associates): 74 East 

3rd Street (#1 B), 420-0453 
• Antonio Pagan (City Councllmem­

ber on Land Use Committee who not 

only voted to hand gardens to his 

developer pal Capoccia, but whose 

housing group LESCHD wlll manage 
the sites) : 7 East 3rd Street (#10) , 

-,13-6995 
• Zulma Zayas (acting head of 
LESCHD while Pagan pulls In the 

big deals and big bucks through his 

position on the City Council): 170 

Avenue C (#13F), 982-5877 
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POT HARVEST 
IN TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK 

By Paul DeRienzo 

JERRY THE PEDDLER IN A FIELD OF MARIJUANA PLANTS TO BE 

HARVESTED FOR THE HALLOWEEN SMOKE-IN 

Jerry the Peddler sits In his 
Lower East Side backyard and with 
an Infectious grin he surveys hrs 
surroundings. Dozens of bushy and 
healthy looking marijuana plants of 
the Cannabis satlva variety shade a 
small group of aficionados as Jerry 
expertly splits a Philly and proceeds 
to role a trademark New York style 
blunt bought at one of the neighbor­
hoods many quick stop pot shops. 
Just a few weeks earner, on July 7, 
New York's Mayor Rudy Glullanl, a 
self appointed chief prosecutor of 
so-called quality of life offenses like 
pot smoking, was embarrassed by 
screaming tabloid headlines an­
nouncing that marijuana had been 
found growing In Tompkins Square 
Park. Eighteen pot plants were 
found, some near a children 's play­
gro~nd and others next to the park 
police office. Jerry says he didn't 
sow the seeds of the controversy, 
but says the long time pot activist 

with a mischievous twinkle In his 
eyes, "I know who did.• 

A few pot plants In a park known 
for Its Iconoclast residents, where _ 
some young people are regularly 
seen shooting dope, In a city where 
tens of thousands, If not !lllllions 
smoke herb may seem a minor prob­
lem. But If this Is no ordinary park, 
neither Is this an ordinary mayor. 
Rudy Giuliani Is a former federal 
prosecutor who was the number 
three man In the Justice Department 
under Ronald Reagan when the War 
On Drugs was launched In earnest 
-In the 1980s. Giuliani Is also running 
for re-election In a race that may not 
seriously threaten to unseat him, but 
which has opened the possibility for 
embarrassment, since getting mari­
juana out of the parks Is one of the 
short-fused mayor's big Issues. In 
May, the annual Smoke-In marijuana 
rally was banned from Washington 
Square Park, resulting In more than 
6Q arrests; the previous year there 
were 250 arrests. 

Jerry the Peddler Is no stranger 
to controversy. He's been a key 
figure In New York's annual pot 
rallies for more than 20 years. In 

contrast to the more staid affairs or­
ganized across town by Dana Beal, 

Jerry and friends have also been or­
ganizing "pig roasts• In Tompkins 
Square Park, where full-sized roas­
ted porkers with head Intact (com­
plete with a police helmet) are fed to 
the community. At the last event, 
hundreds of joints were distributed 
as local bands walled. 

But the discovery of the pot 
plants was the last straw for an an­
gry Park's Department Commission­
er Henry Stern. He says any plants 
found In City parks will be "deraclna­
ted," a fancy term for being pulled 
up by the roots. But the controversy 
was really fueled by the Commis­
sioner's Initial denial, along with po­
lice brass, that the plants were mari­
juana at all. Stern at first told Incred­
ulous reporters the plants were •rag­
weed." That statement prompted lo­
cal papers to enlist a professional 
horticulturist who said that the 
plants were Indeed ·cannabis satl­
va, • much to the amusement of Jerry 
and his friends, who say the plants 
were In fact a different but related 
variety called •cannabis Ind/ca.• 

Jerry and his friends say that pot 
was cultivated In the park, •to em­
barrass the Mayor and Parks De­
partment. • But there may be another 
reason. The plants were grown un­
der the eye of Park's Department 
caretakers, who could not have 

missed the distinctive and bushy 3-5 
foot high stalks. Adding to the mys­
tery was a Parks Department execu­
tive who was called to the park after 
the story broke and angrily told a 
photographer who broke the story, 
•you just got somebody fired.• But a 
smiling Jerry the Peddler says he 
•congratulates• the city for finding 
the pot patch, but he adds cryptical­
ly, •you've got a dozen more to go.• 

(Parks Commissioner Henry Stern Is 
asking •park lovers• to call 1-800-
201-PARK If they see pot growing In 

city parks. SHADOW readers are 

encouraged to call and demand that 
more pot be planted In the parks!! 

And PLANT YOUR SEEDS!I-Ed.) 
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WILLIAMS. BURROUGHS: 1914-1997 
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To The end of his llfe, Mr. Burroughs remained pessimistic about the 

~ fut,ure for humankind. In "Ghost of a Chance,• he lamented the 
destruction of the rain forests and their creatures and wrote: "All going, to 
make way for more and more devalued human stock, with less and less 

of the wlld spark, the priceless Ingredient -- energy Into matter. 
A vast mudslide of soulless sludge.• 
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ANDEAN DRUGIWAR UPDATE~ 
Dissent Against Washington's Drug War 

,.._ 
Emerges as Chaos Spreads 

By Bill Weinberg 
As violence and militarization esca- in Colombia before the cartels intro-

late dizzyingly in the Andes, source of duced the crop. But no exception was . 
the global cocaine market, some politi- made for Cauca, the heavily Indian state 

> ciaos are beginning to question the in Colombia's south, where there is in-

Washington-mandated War on Drugs in deed an ancient tradition of growing 

the region. coca for local medicinal and religious 

The eradication of coca leaf--a tradi- use. An aerial eradication program was 

tional indigenous crop for millennia-- launched--mostly targeting the main 
was initiated in Colombia, Peru and coca-growing region in the Amazon. 

Bolivia in the 1980s under heavy pres- Ironically, the law was passed largely 
sure from the White House. But the In- to appease Colombia's top aid provider, 
dian campesinos see coca leaf as a part the United States--which has since cut 
of their cultural heritage, and have no off all economic aid and credit, citing 
alternative means of supporting their .Colombia's insufficient Drug War zeal-
families. The drug lords will pay them otry. Many Colombian politicians charge 
enough to survive on for coca leaf, that their country was "decertified" 
while Free Trade economics has meant largely to scapegoat it for the drug 

depressed prices for "legitimate" crops. trade, while the new cartels have consol-
The eradication program has pushed idated control over the hemispheric 
Colombia to the brink of civil war. coke trade in NAFTA-partner Mexico, 

Meanwhile, prisons bursting way past the top trans-shipment country. 

capacity with drug convicts are explod- In October 1995, President Clinton 

ing into violence from one end of Co- signed Executive Order 12978, imposing 

lombia to the other. April saw strikes or a state of "national emergency" in the 

uprisings at Valledupar prison in Cesar US, restricting trade and money transac-

Modelo prison in Bucaramanga, Giradot tions between US corporations and 

prison in Cundinamarca and El Buen banks and Colombian firms and persons 

Pastor prison in Barranquilla. Prisons in believed to be cartel-compromised. Last 

neighboring Venezuela have also seen October, the state of emergency was 

much nightmarish violence over the past continued for another year by Clinton's 

year. signature, despite the fact that the Cali - April also saw the eradication pro- Cartel, Colombia's last centralized crim-
gram in Bolivia spark violent unrest. inal organization, has collapsed. Coca 

Peruvian strongman Alberto Fujimori cultivation and cocaine production in 
was the first Andean leader to suspend Colombia is once again under the con-
the coca eradication program because trol of a decentralized network of local 
he knew it was building support for bosses, while the new Cartels are now in 

guerillas. But now, with the guerillas in Mexican border cities, most notably Ti-
decline, he has just capitulated and re- juana. 

sumed eradication. When Clinton decertified Colombia 

More Andean leaders, however, are for a second year in a row this January, 

starting to break with the Drug War President Samper retaliated by suspend-
consensus. A US-backed La.tin Ameri- ing aerial herbicide-spraying of the coca r 
can Cities Against Drugs conference in fields--but promptly capitulated after 

Brazil this spring failed to garner signifi- this brief symbolic protest, and resumed 

cant participation from the continent's . the program. The spraying is carried out 

mayors--only 45 showed up, well under by US companies contracted by the Col-

what was expected. And Medellin, the ombian government in cooperation with 

Colombian city which had long been the the DEA. 

nerve-center of the global cocaine trade, "Decertification" notwithstanding, US 

has scheduled a counter-conference to military aid for the War on Drugs con-

explore harm reduction and decriminali- tinues _to flow into the Colombian army, 

zation options. even if US Ambassador Miles Frechette 

doesn't entirely buy Army Commander 

COLOMBIA: DECRIM OR CIVIL WAR? General Harold Bedoya Pizarro's claim 

Colombia, which has suffered the that the Colombian Revolutionary 
inost under Drug War viol~nce, has Armed Forces (FARC) guerillas are 
made the most significant gains. The "the new cartel." FARC is one of nu-

first break came in 1994, when Attorney merous players in the Colombian drug 
General Gustavo de Greiff--who had trade--along with the army and right-

vigorously prosecuted the cocaine car- wing paramilitary groups--none of which 

tels and received numerous death have replaced the organized might of 

..._ threats for his efforts--came out in favor the old Cali Cartel. However, with cam-
of decriminalization. Later that year, pesinos angered by the eradication cam-

Colombia's top court ruled that small paign, FARC strength is growing fast. 

quantities of illegal drugs were not crim- For the first time in over a generation 

inal offenses. Colombia joined Ger- of sporadic guerilla warfa·re, the insur-

many, Italy and Spain in decriminalizing. gency is beating back the army, espe-
Then--President Cesar Gaviria cially in the Amazon. 

pledged to overturn the decision, and Amnesty International reports that 
did succeed in re-imposing restrictions almost every unit of the Colombian army 
on public use by presidential decree~-an implicated in murdering civilians has re-
undemocratic measure used ever more ceived US arms and equipment for the 

under "emergency rules" imposed to Drug War. These army units overlap 

combat drugs and terrorism. However, with unofficial death squads and para-

to recriminalize completely required military groups which are carrying out a 

changing Colombia's constitution, which grisly "dirty war" against .the FARC and 

could only be done by popular referen- rival drug gangs, "cultural cleansing" 

dum. Despite initial bluster, Gaviria campaigns aimed at gays and drug 

failed to get the referendum on the bal- users, and even terrorizing Indians from 

lot before his term ended--perhaps due their lands to make way for multination-

to fear that it would be defeated. His al oil companies like British Petroleum. 

successor, Ernesto Samper, has not pur- This violence has claimed hundreds of 

sued the crusade. Small quantities re- civilian lives in the last two years. These 
main de facto legal in Colombia. uni-ts are often lead by graduates of the 

However, Colombia remains the only US Army's School of the Americas 

country in the region where all coca cul- (SOA) in Ft. Benning, GA--known in 

tivation is completely illegal When the Latin America as the "School of the As-

ban was passed in 1988, legislators--un- sassins" for its training in the arts of 

der heavy gringo pressure--argued that murder and torture. With nearly lP,000 

l 
there was no tradition of coca growing alumni among its ranks, the Colombian 

--
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army leads the hemisphere in SOA 

graduates.-
The eradication campaign itself has 

turned bloody. Army troops were sent 
in when cocalero campesinos blocked 

major roads through the Colombian 

Amazon to halt eradication last August. 

Local "states of emergency" were de­

clared, suspending civil law in the eradi­
cation zones. Army repression of the co­
calero protests claimed several lives. 

(See HIGH 11MES Magazine, February 

1997--Ed.) 
It is in this atmosphere that the city 

of Medellin--long the seat of the defunct 

Medellin Cartel and witness to much 
horrific violence--caJ]ed for a mayor's 
conference to explore policy alternatives 

such as decriminalization and harm re­

duction. Tentatively scheduled for Octo­

ber, the conference has come under 
harsh criticism by Colombia's conserva­

tive press. 

PERU: BACK TO THE BRINK? 

Peru, which was threatened with col­

lapse by the bloody Shining Path revolu­

tionaries just four years ago, de-escala­

ted the coca enforcement to appease 
angry peasants. Now, with the Maoist 

guerilla movement in retreat from a 

government "dirty war" as ugly as that in 
neighboring Colombia, President Alber­

to Fujimori is bringing Peru back into 

the Drug War fold. 

Despite the opening up of new crop­
land in the Colombian Amazon, Peru 

still provides some 70% of the coca leaf 

used by the industry. It is also the heart 

of indigenous medicinal and ritual use 

of the crop, so it was never officially 

banned there. A state monopoly, the 

National Coca Company (ENACO) os­

tensibly controls the crop. But 
ENACO's low prices are protested by 

campesinos, who continue to sell at 

village markets for local use. In the high 

Cuzco area, the traditional coca heart­

land, the ancient coca economy remains 
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largely unaffected by government inter-
vention, as it has for centuries. 

However, 500 miles north in the 
Upper Huallaga Valley, far greater 
quantities are grown for transformation 

into paste and export to the cocaine 

labs of Colombia. Massive coca crops 
are relatively new to the Upper Hual­
laga, where the Andes slope down to 
the Amazon. The broad, remote valley 

is a domain of campesino colonists, who 

were encouraged to settle the region by 
the government. Left on this wild fron­

tier, they shortly came under the control 

of Colombian drug lords who offered an 

irresistible price for coca leaf. In the 
1980s, Presidents Fernando Belaunde 

and Alan Garcia declared the Upper 

Huallaga an eradication zone at US 

behest--although they resisted demands 
for aerial spraying. 

As DEA-backed police units began 

manual eradication in the Upper Hual­

laga, the Shining Path started offering 
the campesinos protection in return for 

"war taxes" and support. The movement 

fed off the eradication campaign. Lima 
sent in the army. Washington upped the 
ante by sending in a force of Green 

Berets to back up the DEA and Peruvi­

an forces. Continued US pressure for 
herbicide spraying 'merely provided fur­

ther fuel for the Shining Path. Guerillas 

shut down roads in the Upper Huallaga 
in 1988 when the Peruvian government 

appeared to be capitulating on spraying. 
In 1992, President Fujimori suspen­

ded civilian government in a bid to 

crush the fast-growing Shining Path. 

While his army and secret police 
worked on terrorizing the peasants back 

into submission, he wisely called off the 

eradication program. Within a year, the 

Shining Path was on the defensive and 

their mysterious leader "Chairman Gon­

zalo" arrested. 

Continued On Page 21 



Toe "Men in Black" have been busy 

this summer. In addition to invading 
movie theatres, the MiBs have appar­
ently visited "Mercury," resulting in the 
San J~ Mercury News' repudiation of 
its "Dark Alliance" series on the CIA­
contra-crack connection. 

Last August, the Mercury News re­

ported that "For the better part of a 
decade, a San Francisco Bay Area drug 
ring sold tons of cocaine to the Crips 
and Bloods street gangs of Los Angeles 
and funneled millions in drug profits to 

a Latin American guerrilla army run by 

the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency." 
But in May, editor Jerry Ceppos 

backtracked, saying "Although members 
of the drug ring met with Contra 
leaders paid by the CIA and reporter 
Gary Webb believes the relationship 
with the CIA was a tight one, I feel that 
we did not have proof that top CIA 
officials knew of the relationship." 
Ceppos' surprising reversal came after 
the paper removed the CIA emblem 
from the artwork accompanying the 
story, and began a slow-speed shutdown 
of its "Dark Alliance" website. 

Why the sudden reversal by the 
once-defiant editor? Was it because of 
the scathing attacks on the series in 
such conventional papers as the N. Y. 

Times , the LA. Times, and the Washing­

ton Post (which drafted former CIA-ap­

prentice Walter Pincus for an editorial 
hit)? Or was it -- POOF! --the "Men in · 
Black," using their flash-light memory 
erasing devices? 

Lost memories are common when it 
comes to the CIA-cocaine connection. 

Former Director of Central Int~lligence 
John Deutch launched an "internal re­
view" of CIA records and found "no 
substance." POOF! Attorney General 
Janet Reno, checking Justice Depart­
ment files, found "no evidence." POOF! 

But there are in fact thousands of 
pages of testimony and first-hand 
accounts, along with several congres­
sional probes, and scores of federal 
court documents detailing the involve­
ment of the CIA and other U.S. intelli­

gence personnel in contra-related drug 
operations. Toe author and his writing 

partner Dennis Bernstein have spent 
more than a decade documenting these 
operations on the air and in print: 
(http://www.wbaifree.org/earthwatch/crac 
kwatch.html) 

Toe current debate is limited, how­
ever, because of the ultimately anecdo­
tal nature of the charges, and the "plau­
sible deniability" enjoyed by high­
ranking intelligence officials. But if 
there was in fact a coordinated CIA­
contra-cocaine connection, evidence of 
it should show up on the "radar" of na­
tional drug abuse statistics. 

"Ebo-demlology• --

The Epldemlology Of Crack 

In Black America 

This report attempts to raise the 
level of debate from the anecdotal to 
the empirical, drawing on a wealth of 

federal, medical and law enforcement 
data to examine whether there was in° 
creased cocaine pathology in the United 
States during the period of heavy con­
tra-cocaine trafficking. 

Specifically, one might expect epide­
miological anomalies to occur at pre­

cisely the time direct aid was legally 

denied to the contras, during the Boland 
Amendments. 

The Boland Amendments were two 
Public Laws by which Congress specifi­

cally denied first, military support, and 
subsequently, more than $30 million 
dollars in direct economic and intelli­

gence aid to the contras. 
Statistics from the National Institute 

on Drug Abuse show a clear correlation 
between the Boland period and an in­

crease in reported cocaine use among 
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An Epidemiological Analysis of 
the CIA-Contra-Cocaine Connection 

By Robert Knight 

(Special to The SHADOW) 
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high-school seniors at the highest _levels 
since such statistics have been main­
tained. Additional data from the Na­
tional Household Survey on Drug 
Abuse also clearly show a precipitous 
rise in cocaine use among the general 
population between the ages of 18 and 
34 years. This increase, like that for 
high-school seniors, occurs against an 
overall declining trend in cocaine abuse. 

What these statistics reveal is a "co­
caine glut" in the mid-1980s that can 
only be attributed to the contra war 
against Nicaragua. But the contra oper­
ation cannot be fully understood unless 

it is viewed as a "drug war" which was 
as devastating to America's cities as it 
was to the Nicaraguan countryside. 

When the Contras Invaded 

The UnHed States 

Toe year was 1985, and the covert 
war against Nicaragua came home to 
the streets and suburbs of America with 
a vengeance. You could call it the co­
caine war. And 1985 was the high water 
mark of the contra invasion, which had 
air cover and logistical assistance pro­
vided by our own clandestine agencies 
and military facilities. 

The effects of the contra invasion 
were devastating. The National Institute 
for Drug Abuse called 1985 "the peak 
year for cocaine prevalence." It was the 

year that cocaine-related deaths and 
emergency room visits increased to 
29,000, up from 5,000 in 1981. 

Why 1985? For a simple reason: 
That was the height of the restrictions 
placed on the CIA by the Congress 
against their direct support for the 
contras in Nicaragua. The beginnings of 
the cocaine epidemic of the 1980s can 
be directly traced to a National Security 
Council-directed system set up to violate 

the will of Congress preventing direct 

CIA or "intelligence agency" aid to the 
contras. 

The •smoking Pipe" 

This chart1shows the reported use of 
cocaine within the past year by high 
school seniors during the two-decade 
period from 1975 to 1996. 

The data is from the "High School 
Senior Survey," funded by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse and conducted 

nationwide through the auspices of the 

University of Michigan. 
The curved line is a third-degree 

polynomial trendline, which reveals the 
overall pattern of cocaine use, elimin-

. a ting the anomalous "noise" or unusual 
phenomena in the data set. 

As is evident, there is an "unusual 
phenomenon" in the highlighted part of 
the data set, centered around 1985. 
Why is this? 

The trendline tells us the overall rate 
of cocaine use in the U.S. was actually 

decreasing until the contra connection 

came along. Toe only other time that 
even comes close is the turn of the 

1980s decade when Central American 
instability created a chaotic enforcement 

environment that allowed regional drug 
dealers to increase the flow of drugs 

into North America. 
But even though the United States' 

rate of cocaine importation--and con­
sumption--had been diminishing, the 
lighter-shaded "anomalies" of 1985, 1986 

and 1987 show that something hap­
pened during those years to artificially 
increase cocaine (and "crack") activity in 

the United States. 
This empirically verifiable "cocaine 

glut" resulted from collaboration be­
tween the National Security Council, of­
ficers of the Central Intelligence Agency 

(and other U.S. instrumentalities dedica­
ted to the overthrow of Nicaragua) and 
indigenous agents, drug lords, weapons 
dealers, military and transportation spe­
cialists who could locally assist in the 
clandestine flow of weapons south to 
the contras, and cocaine north .to Amer­

ica's cities, with the kickback of cocaine 

drug profits which would, at least in 
part, be chahneled back into the contra 
effort during a time direct aid was for­
bidden by Congress' enactment of the 
"Boland Amendment." 

The Boland Amendment 

The "Boland Amendment" refers to 
two Public Laws enacted by Congress 
during the 1980s which denied military 

("Boland I"), and then direct economic 
and intelligence aid ("Boland 11") to the 
CIA-sponsored anti-Sandinista mercen­
aries whose goal was the reversal of the 
"Marxist" anti-Somosa 1979 revolution 
in Nicaragua. 

The first "Boland Amendment" be­
came law on December 21, 1982. This 
amendment to the "War Powers Act" 
delimited the military appropriations 
budget of fiscal year 1985 as follows: 

"None of the funds provided in this Act 

may be used by the Central Intelligence 

Agency or the Department of Defense to 

furnish military equipment, military 

training or advice, or other support for 
military acth-ities, to any group or indi­
vidual ... for the purpose of overthrowing 
the government of Nicaragua." 

"Boland I" remained in effect until 
October 3, 1984, when an even stronger 
version, "Boland II," was enacted: "Dur­

ing fiscal year 1985, no funds available 
to the Central Intelligence Agency, the 

Department of Defense, or any other 
agency or entity of the United States in­
volved in intelligence activities may be 
obligated or expended for the purpose 

or which would have the effect of sup­
porting, directly or indirectly, military c 
paramilitary operations in Nicaragua by 
any nation, group, organization, move­
ment, or individual." 

"Boland II," which held effect until 
December 5, 1985, was the "straw that 
broke the camel's back," as far as the 
Reagan White House, the National Se­
curity Council, the CIA, and its clients 

in the Nicaraguan countryside were con­
cerned. 

It was during "Boland II" that an 
off-the-shelf privatized intelligence 
network, spearheaded by Lt. Col. Oliver 
North, operating through the NSC out 
of a basement of the Executive Office 

Building, proceeded to make up more 
than the missing $30 million in contra 
aid by "privatized" contributions. Those 
"donations" to the contra "freedom 
fighters" came from two sources: the 
clandestine sale of arms in the Middle 
East (the "Iran-contra" scandal), and the 
profits from the sale of cocaine which 
was allowed through intelligence sanc­
tions to be imported into the U.S. to 
provide millions of dollars, part of which 

actually did go to the contras (though 
• much of it went to corrupt contra lea­

dership, or was otherwise unaccounted 
for). 

The significance of the Boland aid 
cutoff to the contras has been the sub­
ject of hundreds, if not thousands of 
first-ha nd sworn testimonies by mem­
bers of the movement, who repeatedly 
confirm the Boland period as a time 
when contra-cocaine cooperation went 
into high gear. 

Toe very minute Boland II took 
effect, the contra-cocaine deals were 

being made. As the Kerry committee 
would eventually report: 

"A- senior member of Eden Pastora 's San­

dino Revolutionary Front (FRS) agreed in 

late 1984 with [George Morales] that 

FRS pilots would aid in transporting nar­

cotics in exchange for financial assis­

tance .... [Morales] agreed to provide fin­
ancial support to the FRS, in ·addition to 

aircraft and training for FRS pilots. After 

Continued On Page 22 
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DOWN BY LAW 
INTERVIEW WITH ACTIVIST ATTORNEY 

HARVEY EPSTEIN 

National Lawyers' Guild vice-president Harvey Epstein is also a tenant lawyer 

tor the Legal Aid Society. On June 12, Epstein participated in a tenants rights 

march in midtown Manhattan, where he was jostled by cops. The march was 

in opposition to plans by some New York State lawmakers to wipe out rent 

protections for New York City tenants. This interview between Epstein and 

SHADOW co-editor A. Kronstadt took place on August 14. 

EPSTEIN (Right) CHALLENGES COP TRYING TO STOP 

DEMONSTRATORS FROM MARCHING 

SHADOW: What do you think we lost, 
legally, in the June rent control "com­
promise?" 
EPSTEIN: We didn't win anything, so 
we lost a lot. Any vacant apartment will 
no longer be decent affordable housing. 
Over the next six years, all of the decent 
affordable housing will be gone. This 
will be because of these huge increases--
30% at least-.-on vacant apartments. 

SHADOW: Didn't that 30% figure come 
about by some accident in the law 
where the legislators gave the landlords 
a 20% increase but a loophole added 
on the 9% that they were already get­

ting? How did that slip through? How 
does something that wasn't even the in­
tention of the legislators get itself writ­
ten into law? 

EPSTEIN: I had a conversation with 

[New York State Senator] Olga Mendez 
about this, and she thinks that it didn't 
slip through. She thinks that it was their 
intention to let the landlords have 30%. · 
They knew this was how the law was go­
ing to read, but they just didn't talk 
about it. We were not allowed to see 

the bill until it was in its final version. 

Tenant advocates did not get an oppor­
tunity to review it, work on it, or make 
any changes. Lawyers who work for the 
assembly read it. They had to be able to 
figure this stuff out, so we have to as­
sume that they were just going to let the 
30% increase happen. 

SHADOW: We've talked about the 30% 

vacancy increase, but there are more 
horrible provisions in the new rent laws, 
aren't there? 

EPSTEIN: Mandatory rent deposit and 

the denial of orders to show cause are 
both extremely horrible provisions, With 
mandatory rent deposit, after you get an 
adjournment in court, you are required 
to deposit the ongoing rent with the 

court, otherwise there will be a judge­
ment against you and you will be evic­

ted. 

SHADOW: How exactly does the man­
datory deposit work? 
EPSTEIN: Let's suppose thf landlorcl 
says you owe $2000 in arrears and your 
ongoing rent is $500 per month. You 
have to deposit $500 with the court 
every _month the case is going on. So, 
let's say you don't make the first $500 
payment. Then, the landlord gets a 
judgement for the whole $2500, even if 
you don't really owe the back $2000, 

and the landlord can have you evicted if 
you don't pay it within 5 days. You may 
have other defenses, you may _not really 
owe the money, but all your defenses 

are stricken. 

SHADOW: Do landlords really go 
around asking for frivolous amounts? 
EPSTEIN: I had a case in Manhattan 
Housing Court where the landlord was 
suing a tenant for $14,000. When all 
was said and done, the landlord ac­
knowledged that all the tenant owed 
was $468. This was under the present , 
law, so the tenant won. Under the new 
law, let's say the landlord serves you 
papers in July saying you owe him 

$3000 in arrears, and that your ongoing 
· rent is $800. You go to court in August 

and get an adjournment, and the judge 
says you have to deposit July and Au­
gust rent--$800 two times. You tell him, 
"Judge, here is my lease, my rent is only 
$400 a month." That doesn't matter--you 

still have to pay $800 twice to the court 
to get an adjournment, to get a lawyer, 
to get an inspector. If you don't make 
the deposit in five days, the landlord 
will get a judgement for the $3000 plus 

the two $800s and can evict you if you 

don't pay it. Even supposing that you 
say you don't owe the $3000, all of your 
defenses are stricken. This is a tool for 
landlords to evict people. 

SHADOW: Do you think that this provi­

sion in the new rent regulations is the 

one that tenants have the most to worry 

about? 
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EPSTEIN HOLDS HIS GROUND AS COP SHOVES HIM 

EPSTEIN: No! 'Ibe provision that ten­
ants should worry about most is called 
the " ... change in the ability of a judge to 
stay the execution of a warrant..." When 
a landlord gets final judgement against a 
tenant, the judge gives him a warrant, 
and then the landlord gives the warrant 
to a marshall who carries out the evic­
tion. Under the old law, if, say, the 
judgement was made because the tenant 
was in the hospital, got stuck on the 

subway, or some other "excusable de­
fault," the judge can stay the warrant 
and the tenant gets another day in 
court. Under the new law, once five 

1 days have passed after the warrant is 
' issued, there is no way the judge can 

stay the warrant. Say that you have 

made a "payout plan" and agreed to pay 
off rent arrears by adding $500 a month 
to your ongoing rent. One month you 
have an extraordinary expense and only 
have $400 out of the $500. So the land­
lord now takes advantage of his judge­
ment, gets -an order to evict you, and 
gives you 72 hour notice. You go into 
court to try to explain to the judge what 
happened and that you will be able to 
pay the rent by such and such a time. 
Under the present law, the judge can 
stay the eviction. Under the new law, he 
has no such authority. He won't be-able 
to stop the eviction even if you prove to 
him that you will get paid in two days or 
show him a letter that you have been 
approved for public assistance. Even if a 
social worker sends the judge a letter 
saying that an agency will pay the full 

rent arrears, he still can't stay the evic­
tion. 

SHADOW: What effect do you think 
these mandatory rent deposits will have 
on tenants' effectiveness in rent strikes? 

EPSTEIN: This totally infringes on ten­
ants' freedom to go on rent strike. It 
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will destroy tenants associations. Part of · 
the power of tenants associations is the 
power to withhold money. They can 
then tell a landlord that they will do this 
for that, or we'll give you this if you give 
us that. Now, when you're on rent 
strike, you can hold your own money or 
put it with the tenants association. Un­
der the new ·Jaw, it will have to be de­

posited with the court. 

SHADOW: In practical terms what 
should tenants do to avoid being perse­
cuted under these provisions? 
EPSTEIN: Record keeping and paper 

trails. They have to work hard, writing 
letters to their landlord about every­
thing, taking pictures, putting everyone 
on notice. Save your money; if you're 
withholding rent, don't spend it on 
something else. Even if you spend it on 
repairs you're taking a risk. When you 
pay the landlord anything under a 
judgement, be sure you pay with a 
money order and not with cash. Under 
these laws, you might have to show the 
court that you paid all the money before 

you can get a stay on an eviction. 
They're making it more complicated. 
This is all geared to make it more diffi­
cult to defend yourself pro se, because 
under the present laws, judges have the 
discretion to help out a tenant who is in 
court pro se. 

SHADOW: Isn't there something uncon­

stitutional about all this? 
EPSTEIN: Yes. There are constitutional 

questions and challenges to these provi­
sions that are being prepared already. 

SHADOW: Who is preparing them? 

EPSTEIN: Legal Aid, Legal Services, 
Manhattan Tenant Advocates, private 
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DOWN BY LAW 
attorneys. Toe~ are no plaintiffs yet be­
cause the law doesn't go into effect until 
the second week in October. We're pre­
paring all of the constitutional claims 

now. You can't be deprived of life, li­

berty, or property without due process 
of law. Here, you're being denied due 

process until you've already handed 
over your money. 

SHADOW: Will there be a stay in u,jc­

tions under these provisions while the 

law is being challenged? 
EPSTEIN: I think that in October we'll 

get a stay on their enactment. 

SHADOW: How can we get back what 

we lost in the rent "compromise"? 

EPSTEINt Toe only way we can get it 

back is to work on new programs, to get 

funding to get .decent affordable housing 
again. And I think that the "Partnership" 
building middle income apartments 

[with $1000 a month studios) is clearly 
not moving in that direction. [Epstein is 
referring to a plan by the NYC Partner­
ship and real estate developer Donald 

Capoccia to build "middle income" 

housing on the sites of community gar­

dens on 10th and 11th Streets.--A.K] 

SHADOW: So you think that the solu­

tion would be public housing? 

EPSTEIN: Public housing, working class 

housing, more Section 8 vouchers, scat­
ter-site housing, mixed income housing. 

Toe state, city, and federal government 

used to believe that part of its role was 

to create housing for its communities. In 

the '80s they started abdicating this res­

ponsibility. This resulted in tremendous 

levels of homelessness, and all of this 
has continued to worsen because of the 

politicians' abdication of responsibility. 

SHADOW: Do you think we need new 

organizations? 

EPSTEIN: I think some of the existing 
tenants organizations are fine. If they're 

not active enough, you can infuse your 

energy and take them over. I don't 

think creation of new organizations is 
always the answer; you can work within 

existing structures and use them. Politi­

cians have to be held accountable. 

SHADOW: How do we hold them ac­

countable? 
EPSTEIN: [New York State Assembly­

man) Sheldon Silver has to know how 

he screwed up, and legislators who 

balked on this issue need to know that 
.we are not going to accept this. They 

need to know around election time, by 
phone calls, at events that they go to, 

and demonstrations. One of the things 
that tenants associations are planning is 

a conference a t the end of September 

to bring tenants together on all these 

issues. There are tenant groups in each 
area of the city: the Harlem Tenants 

Council, Cooper Square here in the 

Lower East Side, Met Council citywide. 

I don't think these are bad organiza­
tions, and they have existing structures 

that we can all get involved with. 

SHADOW: We meant to ask you about 

the demonstration in Midtown on June 
12, when you were prominently featured 

[wearing a National Lawyers Guild tee­
shirt] on the cover of newspapers con­

fronting the cops. What happened 
there? 

EPSTEIN: At that demonstration, the 
police expected about 200 people, so at 

the beginning there were only 20 cops 

there. But when over 2,000 people 

showed up, the cops just freaked. They 
couldn't deal with the numbers. So we 

started marching up Madison Avenue, 
and they agreed to give us one lane of 
traffic. They freaked again when we 

took half the street, so for the rest of 

the demonstration there were all- these 

rookie cops pushing and sboving--telling 
people go here and move there--and 
when people would ask why, all they 

had to say was "because I'm telling you 

to." There was incident after incident of 

that kind of power thing. Most of the 

arrests were civil disobediance arrests, 

though--there were only about two 

arrests from incidents along the route. 

SHADOW: What kind of things are you 

working on for the immediate future? 

EPSTEIN: There's the tenant confer­

ence in September that should liven 

things up. I'm also handling a case in­
volving people who live on 99th Street 

between First and Second Avenue 

where the city is planning to buiid a 
massive sanitation garage where trucks 
will be refueling right outside people's 

windows at all hours of the day and 

night. This is another facet of the attack 

on tenants--environmental racism. I'm 
also working on a case where a fraudu­

lent CO-Op conversion is being attemr­

ted to evade ·rent regulation in Washing­

ton Heights. 

SHADOW: What things do you think we 

should be working on and what will it 
take for tenants to win? 

EPSTEIN: It really takes a tenants . 

movement. Toe tenants movement has 
been sort of deflated, and we need 

things to reinflate it. We need people 

doing activism again, we need a confer­

ence, we need a mobilization force, we 
need to move in a positive direction to 

get programs that will help the com­

munities that we care about. 

(The National Lawyers Guild can be 

reached at: 212-255-4181) 
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PROSECUTOR IN GERONIMO PRATT 
CASE REFUSES TO LET GO 

By Aklnshlju C. Ola 
After serving some Z1 years In flee. In 1995, former FBI agent M. 

the California prison system, Elmer Wesley Swearingen"• ~k FBI · 
Geronimo JI Jaga Pratt was released Secrets: An Agent'• ExpollB, was 
June 10 on $25,000 ball. Whlle the published by South End Presa. Ear-
Loa Angeles County District Attor- lier, Swearingen had teatlfled that 
ney did not oppose the ball for Pratt, Geronimo was set up, and he flatly 
he vowed to appeal the decision- pointed out that baaed on his 20-
lndlcatlng the poaalblllty that the year knowledge of FBI wrongdoing, 
former Black Panther leader may be he was not surprised that Pratt was 
retried. framed for murder. He then went on 

"During my office's exhaustive to talk about the three different sets 
review, we discovered new evidence of FBI wiretaps withheld from the 
relating to the credibility of a wit- defense at the trlal. 
neaa against Mr. Pratt,• said District "Addltlonal proof of Geronimo's 
Attorney GIi Garcettl. •we did not Innocence was complied by James 
discover any new evidence pointing McCloskey, a lay minister and lnves-
to Mr. Pratt's Innocence." tlgator, and submitted to D.A. GIi 

Geronimo has consistently Garcettl [In 1993), with the request 
charged that he was the victim of a that he reopen Geronimo's case,• 
political frame-up, and over the according to the Partisan Defense 
years evidence has surfaced that Committee's (PDC) newsletter, 
support his contention. He was ar- "Class-Struggle Defense Notes.• In 
rested In 1970 and convicted In 1972 1992, McCloskey conducted an In-
for the December 1968 murder of a · vestlgatlon that •won freedom for 
Santa Monica schoolteacher, Caro- two Black men, Clarence Chance 
line Olsen. Following years of legal and Benny Powell, who had spent 
struggle and harassment by prison 17 years In prison on concocteci evl-
offlclala, Pratt's conviction was dence, when the city conceded that 
overturned as the result of a petition had been lntentlonally framed.• 
flied by his attorneys, Johnnie Coch- McCloskey'a findings were used 
ran and Stuart Hanlon. He had been In a Fox-TV aeries which PDC coun-
denled parole sixteen times. set Valerie West stated In a petition, 

Documents released since •exposed for the first time the Iden-
Geronimo's conviction have lndlcat- tlty of the llkely perpetrators of the 
ed that he was framed by the Los murder for which Plaintiff has al-
Angeles Police Department and the ready served 23 years.• The petition 
FBl'a COINTELPRO operation which charged that Pratt was being haras-
targeted members of the Black Pan- aed because of the publicity being 
ther Party and other Black nation- given to his struggle, and It was a 
allst groups. The LAPD established violation of the Eighth Amendment 
Its Criminal Conspiracy Section prohibition of cruel and unusual 
(CCS) as a special anti-Black Pan- punishment. Following the television 
ther hit squad. During Pratt's trial, series, Geronimo was transferred to 
the FBI, LAPD and the D.A. •• office Mule Creek Prison and put In a dou-
dellberately withheld from the de- ble cell. 
fense Information gathered through It was the latest of a string of In-
three sets of FBI wiretaps proving cldents, Including years In the hole 
that Geronimo was 400 mllea away ·and the continuing denial of parole. 
when the murder was committed. Later, Geronimo"s lawyer, Kathleen 
Also withheld from the defense was Cleaver, was barred from his thlr-
the fact that the victim's husband teenth parole hearing. Prison author-
had Identified another suspect, and !ties were Intent on forcing Pratt to 
that Jullua Butler, wtio testified renounce his commitment to the 
against Pratt, was an FBI and LAPD struggle of Black people and •to 
Informer-which he lled about on the change his attitude toward the crlml-
stand. nal Justice system.• 

In August of 1996, It was disco- Attorney Cochran asserts that.the 
vered that Butler was not only an In- evidence clearly shows that 
former for the FBI and LAPD, but Geronimo was framed, and the 
also for the Los Angeles D.A. 'a of- D.A. 'a appeal wlll come to naught. 
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Well, here we are again!! NYPD 
Commissioner/Mayor Giuliani flunky 
Howard Safir enjoys announcing 
regularly that incidents of abuse by 
police are down, citing the lower 
number of complaints registered with 
the Civilian Complaint Review Board 
(CCRB). The obvious reason for the 
fewer complaints is the public's lack of 
confidence in the CCRB, which does 

nothing about the cops being 
complained about. However, there is a 
way to accurately gauge an increase in 
police violence and abuse. According to 
New York Newsday, over the last three 
years, the city has paid out in excess of 
$66 million to settle more than 1,100 

police brutality lawsuits. This is in 
comparison to the $72 million paid out 
over the entire seven years (1987-1993) 

prior to 1994. The total annual cost to 
taxpayers has risen from $9.9 million in 
1992 to $22 million in 1996 . 

•••• 
The drug war came home to motorists 
caught in rush hour traffic on the West 
Side of Manhattan June 7 as Federal 
Customs agents set up a sting operation 
at a parking lot on 10th Ave. and 34th 
Street--which ended up in a gunfight. 

The shooting broke out after a gang of 
robbers sneaked up on the drug dealers 
who were the object of the sting, who 
were transferring the money to the 
agents, who were posing as money 
launderers. One robber was shot dead 

and a Customs agent was wounded .. The 
federal cops chose to draw all of these 
gunmen together at a corner which is 
not only the gateway to the Lincoln 
Tunnel, but a busy industrial area at the 
end of the working day, all in the 
interest of law and order . 

•••• 
On July 1, a grand jury decided that 
Officer Anthony Pellegrini was justified 
when he killed 16-year old Kevin 
Cedeno in Washington Heights on April 
6. Pellegrini shot Cedeno in the back 
the cop and his partner responded to a 
gang fight between Dominican and 
West Indian youths on 162nd Street. 
Pellegrini singled out Cedeno after 
seeing a dark object protruding from his 
clothing, which Pellegrini claimed he 
thought was a gun. As Cedeno fled, 
Pellegrini shot him in the back. The 
dark object turned out to be a machete. 
Members of Cedeno's family are suing 
the NYPD. 

• ••• 
On May 2 a Brooklyn Grand Jury 

cleared Officers Keith Tierney and 
James Gentile of charges in the killing 
of Aswan Watson, whom they shot 18 
times after he entered a stolen car that 
they were staking out. On June 13, 
1996, the cops saw Aswan reaching for 
an object and opened fire--the object 

turned out to be a steel anti-theft 

device. 
• ••• 
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Officer Paolo Colecchia has become just 
the third New York City police officer 
to sentenced to prison for homicide 
committed while on duty. He was 
sentenced to one and one half to four 
years in jail for killing Nathaniel Gaines, . 
a black Persian Gulf War veteran and 
highway toll taker with no criminal. 
record. Colecchia and an off-duty cop 
were picking on Gaines as he rode a 
subway train in the Bronx on July 4, 

1996. First the off-duty cop told 
Colecchia, who was in uniform, that 
Gaines was carrying a gun. Colecchia 
stopped the train, patted Gaines down 
without arresting him, then released him 
when no gun was found. The off-duty 
cop, Colecchia, and Gaines continued 

riding and the off-duty cop told 
Colecchia that he suspected Gaines of 
stalking a woman, whereupon Colecchia 

pulled Gaines off the train. At a certain 
point, Gaines ran and was shot in the 

back repeatedly by Colecchia. In a rare 
move, the Patrolmen's Benevolent 
Association has refused to pay for 
Colecchia's legal expenses . 

•••• 
Former NYPD officer Francis Livoti, 

dismissed from his job but acquitted of 
criminal charges in the the 1994 choke 
hold killing of Anthony Baez, has been 
charged with misdemeanor assault· and 

reckless endangerment for placing 
another young man in a choke hold. 
This charge dates from 1993, predating 
the Baez incident. Livoti is charged with 
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grabbing Steven Resto by the neck after 
stopping him for riding a go cart on 
University Avenue in the Bronx. Resto 
maintains that the choke hold caused 
him pain, bruises, loss of breath, and 

difficulty in swallowing . 
•••• 

On August 19, white Yonkers police 
officer Robert Clarke pleaded guily to 
having assaulted black news writer 
Ernest Campbell in a racially-motivated 
attack outside Madison Square Garden 

on March 27, 1996. Clark and his older 
brother Thomas, who is not a cop, were 
intoxicated as they left a Rangers game 
that night' and pummelled Campbell to 
the ground, repeatedly calling him a 

nigger. Both of the Clark brothers 
received sentences of three years 
probation and 200 hours of community 

service. 
• ••• 

An off-duty police sergeant driving with 
a blood alcohol level of 2.6 crashed his 
automobile into a livery cab, and, while 
trying to flee from the scene of the 
accident was shot to death during a 
struggle with irate onlookers in Jackson 
Heights, Queens. The bystanders forced 
their way in the back of the car and Sgt. 
Walker Fitzgerald pulled his service 
revolver on them. As they tried to 

disarm the drunken cop, who had been 
kicked out of a topless bar minutes 
earlier, the gun went off and killed 
fitzgerald. A Jackson Heights man was 
arrested and charged with manslaughter. 

•••• 
Trial has begun for Richard 
DiGuglielmo, a white police officer 
accused of the off-duty shooting of a 
black man over a parking space. 
DiGuglielmo, accused of shooting 
Charles Campbell, who had parked in 
front of a delicatessen run by the cop's 

father in Dobbs Ferry, New York, in 
order to buy a slice of pizza across the 
street. The elder DiGuglielmo regarded 
the parking space, which was on a 
public street, as his property and for his 
customers only; over twenty people had 

complained to Dobbs Ferry police that 

the deli owner had shouted racist or 
sexist slurs and even physically attacked 
them after they had parked in that same 
space. After an argument with 

Cam_pbell, Officer DiGuglielmo ran 
inside the store, got his father's gun, 

and shot Campbell. DiGuglielmo is 

charged with second degree murder. 

•••• 
Officer Benjamin Rodriguez of-the 79th 

Precinct in Brooklyn was placed on 
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modified duty August 18 for an alleged 
sexual assault against a woman whom 
he had arrested. Rodriguez arrested the 
woman for disorderly conduct after a 
domestic dispute at her house in which 
she reportedly threw an object at her 

husband. At the station, the woman 
reported, Officer Rodriguez groped her 
and forced her to perform oral sex-­
repeating the sexual harassment in 
several different areas of the precinct 

house. Another cop at the precinct is 
corroborating the woman's story . 

•••• 
A New York Observer poll taken on 
September 4-7 revealed the following 
statistics about consciousness of police 
brutality in New York--54 percent of 
those [registered voters of all races] 
polled believed that incidents such as 
the torture of Abner Louima were not 
isolated incidents but part of a pattern 
of police abuse; 45 percent believe that 
such abuse is tolerated by precinct 
commanders in certain parts of the city. 
80 percent of black and 71 % of Latino 
registered voters said they believed that 
the Louima incident was part of a 
pattern of abuse . 

•••• 
Members of the newly-formed Black 
Panther Organization have taken to the 
streets of Washington Heights with 
high-end video cameras to videotape 
the actions of police officers. The 
cameras, equipped with telephoto lenses 
enabling the Panthers to keep a safe 
distance, were purchased with a grant 
from the William Kunstler Memorial 
Fund. 

• ••• 
When your surfing the internet, check 
out the Global Kop Watch site run by 

SHADOW Kap-Watchers. You can 
share experiences and kop photos with 
the rest of the world. The address is: 
http://mediafilter.org/globocop. 

•••• 
If you have anything to share with Kop­
Watch (reports, photos, undercover kop 
car license plates, etc.), please send it 
to: The SHADOW, P.O. Box 20298, 
New York, NY 10009, Attn: Kap-Watch 

THIS KOP AT THE MEMORIAL DAY 
CONCERT IN TOMPKINS SQUARE 

PARK MUST BE GOOD BECAUSE 

EVEN THE SHADOW COULDN'T 

GET ONE OF THESE T-SHIRTS 
HAND.ED OUT AT THE SHOWII 
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THESE KOPS WERE SEEN AT THE MAY DAY + MEMORIAL DAY 
CONCERTS IN TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK 

THESE KOPS WERE SPOTTED IN WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK AT THE 
MAY 3RD SMOKE-IN, LOOKING FOR POT SMOKERS 
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PSYCHO SUICIDE KOP KILLS E:X­
GIRLFRIEND AND HIMSELF 

By Michele Berger 

On June 10, twenty-five year old 
Bliss Verdon was gunned down by 
her ex-boyfriend, Rodney DIibert, 
near a subway station at Roosevelt 
Avenue and nth Street In Queens. 
After unloading up to seven bullets 
from his 9mm on Bliss as she spoke 
on a pay phone, DIibert then turned 
his gun on himself, committing sui­
cide In front of horrified rush-hour 
bystanders. 

DIibert had been stalking Bliss for 
months, making harassing calls and 
sending threatening letters after she 
chose to end their eight month rela­
tionship. Despite her going through 

. the proper channels In filing com­
plaints against DIibert, Bliss' re­
quests for police protection were Ig­
nored. Though It Is not uncommon 
for authorities to dismiss a claim of 

domestic violence and harassment 
or act when It Is too late, what Is 
particularly disturbing about this 
case Is that Bliss' assailant was an 
active member of the New York P~ 
lice Department. And the gun he 
used to end her life was Issued to 
him by an agency who clalms that 
their purpose Is •to protect and 
serve,• not to hunt and klll. 

, Bliss had never Imagined that 
Rodent's obsession for her would 
come to such a tragic end. She was 
not afraid of his behavior, but rather 
saw It as an Inappropriate and Irre­
sponsible way for an officer to be­
have. In May, when DIibert's calls 
became Intolerable, Bliss called 911 
for assistance. Sergeant John Tag­
gert was sent to her apartment In 
Queens. As she explained the situa­
tion to Taggert, DIibert called again. 
Taggert spoke with him, as he told 
Bliss, •cop to cop,• threatening to 
have him arrested If he continued 
harassing Bllss. According to one 
source, DIibert said, "I read you loud 
and clear.• 

From there, Taggert should have 
followed proper procedure by notify­
· Ing DIibert's Immediate supervisor 
as well as the Bureau of Internal 
Affairs. Taggert failed to do so, leav­
ing Bliss to fend for herself. The 
harassment continued untll Bliss 
flied a formal comp1alnt on May 29 
at the 115th precinct. By then, DIi­
bert's behavior had become Increas­
ingly agresslve and unstable. On 
June 6, Bliss directly contacted DIi­
bert's supervisor, Captain Stephan 
Savas, for assistance. Uke Taggert, 
Savas apparently did not take Bliss 
seriously, and he failed to do any­
thing for her protection. 

After Bliss' death, a police Investi­
gation and pending lawsuit against 
the city led to Sergeant Taggert's 
dismissal from the force. In his de­
fense, Taggert claimed that he had 
no knowledge that DIibert was a 

cop. Though no criminal charges 
were brought against him, Taggert 
wlll lose his pension and retirement 
benefits. An NYPD prosecutor at his 
administrative trlal called Taggart's 

lack of action a "misguided effort to 
protect a fellow officer.• 

This case does llttle or nothing to 
change the system of law enforce­
ment which relies on excesslve·force 
and oppression of women and mi­
norities. Though Bliss repeatedly ap­
pealed to the system of which DIi­
bert was a member for help, the p~ 
lice department Instead demonstrat­
ed that It Is more concerned with 
protecting Its ranks from civilian In­
quiry than It Is with public safety 
and well being. 

BLISS VERDON 

Despite the fact •hat police offi­
cers have a higher rate of Incidents 
of divorce, domestic violence and 
substan·ce abuse than any other 
occupation, a complaint against a 
cop Is often viewed more as an 
annoyance than a serious matter. 
This applies to officers with a history 
of erratic or violent behavior, like 
DIibert. 

At one point In his four year 
career as a cop, DIibert was relieved 
of his weapon and put on suicide 
watch. With this episode In his back­
ground, any harassment complaint 
should have resulted In Immediate 

action. At the very least, the NYPD 
should have confiscated his weapon 
until the complaint was resolved. 

Civilians should not have to rely 
on the Inefficient and corrupt police 
department for dealing with com­
plaints against officers. Existing 
agencies, such as the Department 
Advocate and the Civilian Complaint 
Review Board (CCRB) are known for 
their lack of action and objectivity In 
dealing with police abuse. These 
agencies are staffed by cops and 
are closely tied to the police depart­
ment whose officers' actions they 
are supposed to Investigate. 

Bliss and I were friends for eight 
years. I watched her grow from a 
young Gothic animal rights club-glrl 
Into a beautiful, highly-educated and 
driven adult. Ironically, at the time of 

her death, Bliss had been working 
with president Clinton's Amerlcorps 

violence prevention program at New 
York University, and she had an avid 
Interest In International polltlcs. I am 
deeply saddened at _the loss of her 
life, but I am even more outraged at 
the system which allowed a socl~ 
path like Rodney DIibert to rob the 
world of her brllllance. 

(The telephone number for the 
Department Advocate, which han­
dles legal problems, Is 212-374-
5147. The Civilian Complaint Review 
Board telephone number Is: 212-
442-8833.) 
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