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CI1Y WRECKS FIFTH ST. SQUAT 
AFTER MINOR FIRE 

By Steven Wishnia 
At 4:30 PM on Monday, February shame to tear it down. I loved that 

10, a city-hired wrecking crane building." 
punched a hole in the fifth floor of the Will told the SHADOW that police 
squat at 537-539 East Fifth Street. The saw him on the roof both times while 
scooper swung back and slammed the wrecking ball was swinging, but 
into the sixth floor, battering open the demolition didn't stop until he 
another hole more than ten feet wide. showed himself to the workers in the 

The building wasn't empty. street. He was arrested and charged 
Squatter Brad Will was still inside, with reckless endangerment and three 

where he'd been hiding ever since the other misdemeanors. 
city demolition crew arrived on the The 26 displaced squatters are now 
block at 9:00 that morning. They had suing the city for contempt of court 
already tried to knock the building and $2.6 million in damages. As the 
down earlier that afternoon with him in- wrecking ball was crashing into the 
side, chomping off half of the parapet building, lawyer Jackie Bukowski was 
before Will emerged onto the roof. in court, trying to get an emergency 
When police couldn't find him, they order to stop the demolition. The city's 
started again. lawyer, Arthur Shaw, was notified at 

"It was fuckin' scary, man," said Will, 2:00 about a 3:00 hearing and. he 
a 26-year-old bicycle messenger who showed up at 4:30. 
had been living at 537 for two years. "I By 6:13 PM, when State Supreme 
could feel the walls shake. I clung to Court Justice Barbara R. Kapnick 
the walls and started crying because it 
was a strong building and it was a Continued On Page 4 
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SQUAT RESIDENTS WATCH THEIR BUILDING DISAPPEAR 

---

NEW YORK CITY PARTNERSHIP 
INVADES LOWER EAST SIDE 

Yuppie Condos Threaten Gardens and More 
By Samuel Delany 

The disquieting drone of bulldozers 

could be the soundtrack for this summer 

if a so-called "middle-income" develop­

ment scam by the New York City Hous­

ing Partnership is allowed to go 
through. Partnership plans to build nine, 
four-story condominium buildings on 

East 10th and 11th Streets between 

Avenues A anc C, containing 98 two­

and three-bedroom duplex apartments, 

fronted by 12,800 sq. ft. of commercial 

space. Another 65 duplexes are slated 

to be developed on Suffolk Street. Con­

struction could begin as early as "mid­

summer," according to sources within 

the Department of Housing, Preserva­

tion and Development (HPD). 

The Partnership plan would eradi­

cate several well-established 
neighborhood gardens, including the 

Chico Mendez Mural Garden at 11th 

and A (named after the Brazilian rain­
forest martyr); the 10th Street Garden 

between B and C; and the Rodriguez 

Community Garden on Suffolk between 

Rivington and Stanton, one of the only 

green spaces in a very densely popu­

lated area south of Houston. 

And that's just the beginning. Those 

friendly neighborhood sell-outs on Com­
rr.unity Board 3 have invited Partnership 

to build their homogenized "town­

houses" on as many as 22 sites on the 

Lower East Side, in the process wiping 

out as many as a dozen other commun­

ity gardens. The result would irrevocably 

alter the landscape of the LES, not just 

in the loss of green, open space, but 
through the imposition of what is essen­

tially low-rise, yuppie housing aimed at 

further displacing the poor. 

Partnership claims the duplexes, 

priced between $120,000 to $160,000, 

are designed for families earning up to 

$71,000. While the market value for 

these units is much higher, Partnership 
offsets the construction costs of the 

units with state and city subsidies. Yet 

even at those subsidized prices, housing 

experts say when you add up the 
monthly maintenance and mortgage 

fees, any neighborhood people earning 

less than $70,000 would be hard-pressed 

to afford these units. 

While there are resaie restrictions to 

discourage owners from speculating on 

their units, after 25 years, prices could 

go sky-high. 
The Partnership invasion of the 

Lower East Side constitutes the final 

phase of the Cross-Subsidy scam negoti­

ated between Community Board 3 

(CB3) and HPD. Under this agreement, 

brokered during the Koch Administra­
tion, the city allowed non-profits to de ­
velop vacant buildings on the Lower 

East Side for low and moderate -income 

housing, in exchange for the right to sell 

off all the vacant lots (i.e. Gardens) for 

market-rate housing. But the market­

rate component stalled when the real 

estate market bottomed out in the late 

1980s, and no devel_opers wanted to fin­

ance new construction. 

Now, with gentrification surging, both 

CB3 liberals and the conservative ap­

pointees of Councilmember Antonio 
Pagan are pushing for the Partnership's 

"middle income" condos as a supposed 

alternative to flat-out market rate hous­

ing. Pagan's cronies, who have long 
argued that the neighborhood is "over­

saturated" with low-income people and 

social service centers, say middle-income 

housing would shore up the "tax base 

and stability" of the LES. But, a brief 

look at the history of the NYC Partner­

ship and its "urban renewal" philosophy 

suggests anything but stability. 
The New York City Partnership was 

founded in 1982 by David Rockefeller, 

the great financier whose development 

machinations in the 1980s led to the dis­

mantling Manhattan's manufacturing 

base--the rail freight yards and docks, 

the source of blue-collar employment 

--in favor of a glut of office space for 

New York's finance, insurance and real 

estate industries (i.e., the rich). In a 

sense, the Partnership was conceived as 

a vehicle for the privatization of p:1blic 

housing and urban resources heralded 

by Ronald Reagan. 
Having absorbed New York's Cham­

ber of Commerce, the Partnership has 

become one of the most influential non­

governmental bodies dictating housing 

and economic development in the city 

today. It's members include the top 

executives of New York's major corpor­

ations and institutions. 

The New York City Housing Part­

nership is a subsidiary of the New York 

City Partnership. It is currently the larg­

est builder of privately financed low­

and middle-income housing, having 

leveraged more than $1.5 billion to con­
struct 13,000 homes and apartments in 

50 low-income communities across the 

five boroughs over the past decade. 

While that might seem like a laud­

able effort, Partnership's development 

agenda is rooted in Rockefeller's philo­

sophy to "de-densify" the poor through 

what urban specialists like to call 
"planned shrinkage." Why, you might 

ask, is the Partnership putting up four­

story condos on the LES, when most of 

the housing stock here is five or six 
stories? 

In fact , Partnership's notion of urban 

renewal is based on building suburban­

style, low-density housing. At a time 

when the city is hemorraging under one 

of the worst housing crises ~n the nation, 

this corporate behemouth has devoted 

itself to constructing white-picket fenced 
_ ranch houses and two- and three-family 

homes all over the Bronx, Harlem, East 

New York, Williamsburg, Staten Island--

Continued On Page 6 
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SCARE STATE 

SENATE SCUM: 
SAVE OUR-CITY! 

By A. Kronstadt 

BRUNO ;TIIE BEAST 

Bruno's line. Two Republicans, both 

representing New York neighborhoods 

with many apartment dwellers, voted 

against their leader to bring the rent 

regulation bill to the Senate floor. 

These were Roy Goodman, Senator 

from part of Manhattan's East Side, and 

Frank Padavan of Queens. Neither 

Goodman nor· Padavan made a speech 

or said anything to defend rent regula­

tions in general. Two Republicans with 
a lot of tenant constituents voted 

against bringing rent regulation to the 
floor, but paradoxically said that they 

supported the renewal of the rent 

regulations, telling reporters that they 

did not want to vote against Bruno. The 

word from Senator Serphin Maltese, 

Republican and Right-to-Lifer from 

Queens who also voted with his lord 
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Qn ·Monday, March 31, the New 

York State Senate voted by a margin of 

33 to 27 not to begin discussion on a bill 

to renew New York State's rent regula­

tions, which expire on June 15, 1997. 

The corresponding bill has already been 

passed by the New York State Assem­

bly, but requires a majority vote in the 

Senate because, unlike other laws, the 
New York City rent regulations must be 

renewed every two years. A law extend­

ing rent regulations was also passed by 

the New York City Council on March 

25, but this has no force without a simi­

lar vote by the State Legislature, as 

New York City is not permitted by the 

State Legislature to make its own rent 
laws. The New York rent regulations, in 

one form or another, have been in ef­

fect since 1948 and protect two and one 

half million tenants in New York City 

from evictions and excessive rent in­

creases. This year, however, the picture 

has changed, mostly through the efforts 

of one man, State Senate Republican 

Majority Leader Joseph Bruno. This 

time, indeed, it is personal, as Bruno 

tests his ability to form a Republican 

machine in Albany to replace the Dem­
ocratic one that departed with Mario 

Cuomo. Bruno began his campaign 
against the rent laws with a December 

15 speech before a landlord group at 

the Sheraton Hotel in Manhattan, 

where he vowed that the laws would not 

be renewed. Bruno is using his over­

whelming power as majority leader to 

blackmail Republican State Senators 

into backing his measures. Bruno is 

capable of denying choice committee 

assignments to Senators who defy his 
authority; the Majority Leader also has 

the power to withhold essential funding 

for roads and other public works from 

dissident Republican Senators' consti­

tuencies. Hence, the landlords have 

placed their faith in this Caesar-like 

authority to destroy New York's rent 

regulations at a point where New York 

rents have soared to their highest levels 

in history. 

and master, answered with doubletalk, 

saying that the bill did not mean any­

thing because it was just a "procedural 

measure." State Senator Guy Vellella, 

who represents a district in the Bronx 

with 40,000 rent regulated tenants, 
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voted with Bruno and told the press 
"Senator Bruno told me to do what I 

thought was right to do." Several o~her 

Republican Senators from the New 

York area voted against rent regulations 

and remained silent. All of these pols 

are being ·heavily targeted for constitu­

ent pressure by tenant activists and have 

been forced, for the most part, to re­

frain from committing themselves on 
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PUSSILANIMOUS POLS 

NEED PRESSURE 

All but two of the thirty-five Repub­

lican members of the Senate voted 

the issue of rent control, even though 

they have voted with Bruno out of fear. 

If they are this susceptible to a little 
pressure, ,they might be very susceptible 

to more. Hence, we advocate that 

SHADOW readers express themselves in 

any way they can to press these bland 

and cowardly men to do what is right. 

The names, street addresses, phone 

numbers, and E-mail addresses of key 

State Senate pols are included below. 

Use them wisely. 

NYC POLS WASH THEIR HANDS 

ON RENT CONTROLS 

Though Bruno lives in far north 
Renssalaer county where the moose run 

free and men from New York City live 

in cages, he has his allies right here in 

Gotham. One of them is City Council­

man Antonio Pag{in, of the Lower East 

Side. This ratfink, who sent out letters 

to constituents who wrote to demand 

that he represent them in the struggle 

to preserve their homes, saying that he 

had been the co-sponsor of "two impor­

tant pieces of legislation drafted to 

protect...rent regulations--the one that 
extends the current rent stabilization 

law and the one that recognizes the 

continuation of the housing emergency." 

Anthony [I'm a good Puerto Rican] 

Pag{in, under the cover of supporting 

the routine provisions of rent control 

that no City politician would ever dare 
not support, actually hindered efforts to 

strengthen rent regulations by reinstat-

State Sen. Joseph Bruno ing them for apartments renting for ------------------------------------"Tover two thousand dollars per month. 
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER!! 

rid of "luxury decontrol" a measure in-
troduced in 1994 that weakened rent re­

gulations. Instead of forcing wealthy 

tenants to pay their "fair share of the 

rent," luxury decontrol mostly affected 

muitibedroom apartments with middle 

class roomates and resulted in a great 

deal of displacement. Pag{in's letter to 

the concerned citizens who had humbly 

petitioned him ended with: "although 

the final decision will be made at the 

State level, I believe the City's strong 

stand on rent regulations will send a 
strong message to those legislators"--in 

other words, "I've done as little as I can 

for you and it isn't up to me anyway." 

REPORT FROM CllY HALL 

Pag{in, whose carefully coiffed visage 

once graced the front cover of the 

newsletter of the Rent Stabilization 

Association (the oxymoronic name for 

NYC's landlord lobby) sucked up to the 

landlord lobby on every flank. As chair­

man of the Abandonment, Foreclosure, 

and Disinvestment Subcommitte of the 
City Council and a member of- the 

Council's Housing and Buildings Com­
mittee, Pagan exchanges large volumes 
of bodily fluids with landlords. On 

March 25, Pag{in strutted up and down 

the aisles of the Council, passing notes 

and putting his arm around the shoul­

ders of his fellow councilpersons. About 

500 tenants waited on line for over 

ninety minutes outside. At two o'clock, 

about fifty of us were allowed into the 

gallery to witness the work of the im- . 

portant men below. Inside already were 

about 50, landlords who had apparently 

been allowed into City Hall via another 

\ · entrance.The crowd of tenants on -the 

steps of City Hall was an amicable 

scene: hippies mingled with Harlem 

churchladies; an old well-dressed guy 

from the West Village eyed the windows 
of City Hall and asked if anyone had a 

brick. Only a fraction of the crowd, 

however, ever got near the proceedings. 

The tenants who_ were allowed to enter 

were passed through a metal detector, 

which made the wait interminable, and 

were surrounded by guards as speeches 
were given on the Council floor. The 

Council was overwhelmingly in favor of 

rent regulations. To keep a long story 

short--Stanley Michaels, Virginia Fields, 

Tom Duane, Enoch Williams, and a 

couple of other pols gave good speeches 

in favor of rent regulations, Fields even 

said that New Yorkers "will defend 

themselves" if faced with the loss of 

their homes . .A couple. of influential 

councilpeople who are closer to Spea­

ker of the Council Vallone gave wa­

tered down spe.eches expressing per­

functory support for the rent regs; Val­

lone echoed Pag{in in emphasizing, se­

veral times in his speech before the 
Council, that the final decision would be 

"made at the State level," thereby cover­

ing his landlord and tenant flanks at the 

same time. As a final insult, Pag{in 

wheeled and dealed to postpon_e the 

Continued On Next Page 
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SECESSION /IOW! 
FOR THE INDEPENDENT CITY-STATE 

OF NEW YORK! 
By Bill Weinberg 

Saying this wlll probably get us 
put on a 11st of potential pro-rent 
regulation terrorists and assassins. 

But It Is time for extreme measures 
In the battle to save New York City's 
rent regulations. We are not talking 
about violence. We are talking about 
a legal movement calling for mea­
sures which just happen to be be­
yond the pale of what Is currently 
considered respectable opinion. . 

It Is high time that our notions of 
respectable opinion were radically 
altered. We're sick to death of all 
this feel-good free-market landlord 
propaganda. The rent laws were 
passed for a REASON. It Is abso­
lutely obscene that decontrol Is even 
an Issue, given that homelessness 
has been at crisis proportions In this 
city for at least 15 years. Remember 
back In the '80s when "the home­
less• was a fashionable liberal 
Issue? Now we're all supposed to be 
suffering from "compassion fatigue• 
and the legions of street-dwelling 
refugees from rent-gouging and 
"planned shrinkage• have returned 
to their conveniently Invisible status. 
But we tenants are going to have 
some heavy karma to pay for this In­
sensitivity and betrayal of human 
solidarity. 

Look at how much ground we've 
lost. "If you can't afford to llve In 
New York City-move!" Is the mes­
sage, succinctly summed up by our 
former Mayor Ed Koch. Fuck that! 
This Is OUR city! Let Disney and 
Starbucks decamp for California and 
Seattle! The same with those damn 
Hollywood crews that are setting up 
shop all over the sidewalks of the 
East VIiiage, treating the surly locals 
with undisguised contempt. What an 
Insult! 

How do we fight back? Two 
suggestions: 

1. A credible threa~ of a city-wide 
universal rent strike If the tenant 
protection laws are at all eroded In 
Albany. Start organizing your tenant 
strike committee now! 

2. A movement for the Greater Met­
ropolitan Area to secede from Up­
state. Why should Joe Bruno and 
his minions get to vote on OUR 
future? 

If New York State Is going to gut 
New York City's rent regulations, 
New York City should secede from 
New York State. We are NOT the 
constituents who Joe Bruno has to 
answer to In the voting bootb. 
Therefore, our opinions mean no­
thing to him. However, the land­
lords who oppress us are free to 
lobby Joe·Bruno and his Ilk-and 
make donations to their campaigns 
(with our own rent money, no less!). 
This Is Inherently unjust. 

It Is criminal that they got away 
with rent deregulation In Boston, 
where In 1994, Massachusetts voters 
decided In a referendum to do away 

' with all rent protections statewide. 
Since then, Bostonians have been 
paying the price. The Boston Herald 
reported on Dec. 26, 1996: • Mayor 
Thomas M. Menino yesterday blast­
ed 'greedy' landlords who have be­
gun Issuing 'astronomical' rent In­
creases to elderly tenants about to 
lose their rent control protections. 
'We're hearing about $1,000 [a 
month] rent Increases for elderly 
couples .... ' said Menino.• 

Now, why should someone In Am­
herst or Great Barrington get to vote 
on the llves of Bostonians, we'd like 
to know. Similarly, why shcJld Joe 
Bruno get to vote on thE: ,: .Jes of all 
us Jews, Negroes, faggots and wel­
fare-cheats down here In the Big 
Apple? 

A new housing study, commis­
sioned by the Rent Stabilization 
Association (RSA), an Orwellianly­
named landlord group which seeks 
to do AWAY with rent <..tablllzatlon, 
finds that If rent regulations were 
abolished, rents In stabilized apart­
ment buildings would rise as much 
as 51% In some neighborhoods and 
as low as 5% In others. 

The assumptions and methodolo­
gy of the study are being ques­
tioned by tenant activists because 
the purpose of the study was osten­
sibly to allay fears of even greater 
rent Increases. So the rent Increases 
listed by the study are probably en­
tirely too optimistic from the tenant's 
point of view (or pessimistic from 
the landlord's point of view). 

Even these Increases would mean 
the difference between precarious 
month-to-month housing and evic­
tion for countless families. House­
holds which are now one pay-check 
away from eviction would be pushed 
over the edge. 

If we can't afford to live In New 
York, move? Where are we sup­
posed to go? All those upstaters 
who support rent deregulation be­
cause they think we are all whining 
minorities looking for a hand-out 
certainly wouldn't want us moving 
Into THEIR backyards! A few letters 
making this point from NYC resi­
dents with obviously "ethnic" last 
names to the newspapers of Albany, 
Kingston and Rochester might be 
appropriate. And don't forget Rens­
salaer, Bruno's home turf. 

Joe Bruno showed his true colors 
In the 1994 budget battle In Albany, 
when he attacked those he sees as 
truly responsible for breaking the 
state's budget: "It Is the lowest­
Income people. It's the blacks, the 
Hispanics, and I only say that be­
cause look at the numbers ... 90 per­
cent of those people support him 
[meaning Assembly Speaker Shel­
don Sliver of the Lower East Side) ... 
Why? Because they are people that 
got their hands out. They are the 
ones fighting for welfare.• 

The damned Impertinence and ar­
rogan~ (not to mention undis­
guised racism, anti-Semitism and 
homophobia) of these upstate politi­
cians! They demonlze us to their 
constituents as a bunch of whiny mi­
norities with. our hands out! Mean­

while, wllo Is raising the lion's share 

of the tax revenues for Albany's 

budget? It sure. as hell ain't Buffalo! 

What Interest do we have In stick­

Ing with New York State any longer? 

Let's see how long they can get 

along without us. The rent struggle 

could provide the spark for the se­

cession movement. Let the City 

Council pass new, MORE restrictive 
legislation If the state rent regulation 

law Is allowed to sunset. Let Albany 

try to fight It In the courts If they so 
choose. If Albany wins In the courts, 
we secede! 

From the USA, If need be. 

(To Join our list of endorsers, call 

212-631-1115) 
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RENT LAW DEMONSTRATORS HIT CITY HALL 3/26/97 
P. LEVASSEUR 

SA VE OUR CITY. ... 
vote on the rent laws until two hours 

after the end of the floor discussion, 

with a lot of incredibly boring council 
business in the middle. As few tenants 

expected to have to sit there all day, the 
gallery was almost empty when the final 
vote was taken. Of course, it was a fore­
gone conclusion because the City Coun­

cil members, even boneheads like Val­

lone and Pagan, had nothing to lose by 

voting for the rent regulations because 
the State Legislature makes the final 

decision, but everything to gain because 

no politician threatens to evict his own 

constituents. 

THE BIG PICTURE . 

What we face in New York City to­
day is an impending total rearrange­
ment of our surroundings, the final ob­
jective of which is the total displace­

ment of ourselves. The impending aboli­

tion of rent regulations, combined with 
public housing "reform" measures 

amounting to the eviction of a substan­

tial percentage of housing project ten­

ants, are the culmination of a fifteen 

year government effort to reshape the 

urban landscape from a human habitat 

to a high-turnover slot machine in the 
global casino. Picture a New York City 
without New Yorkers, where all of the 

neighborhoods are but hotels for those 

who have come to reap big bucks in the 

big apple. 

What about the thousands of human 
beings with their economic fortures sud­

denly changed as the landlord is allowed 
to reap two or three times the rent that 

they are paying now? What about the 

thousands of people who will be dis­

placed to far-off suburbs? What about 

the pets that will have to be slaugh­

tered, the city kids whose spirits will 

wither in bleak suburban landscapes? 

Does Joseph Bruno, the State Senate 
Speaker who has vowed that New York 

City's rent regulations will be renewed 
this June 15, "over his dead bcx:ly," know 
or care what he is doing to us? 

Is there anything encouraging at the 
State level? Well, it is said that Bruno is 

receiving death threats. Although the 

terms of the anti-Terrorism and Death 
Threat Act of 1996 force the SHADOW 

to swear solemn opposition to all death 

threats, death threats have proven to be 

effective in a number of notable cases. 

Perhaps without quite threatening to kill 

them, Jet us all be sure to remind the 
following pols how much people in New 

York City enjoy living in their home 
town and how mad they will be if they 

get evicted from their homes. Remem­

ber, these New York area Republicans 

all admitted that they voted against your 
rights as a tenant for fear of a political 

paddling by Joe Bruno, yet they claim to 

support rent control. So let's scare them 

into representing us for real. Don't ask 
'em, tell em': 

Serphin R. Maltese 
803 L.O.B. 

Albany, NY 12247 
(518)455-3281 

and 
7la04 Myrtle Avenue 
Glendale, NY 11385 

(718)497-1800 

MAL TESE@SENA TE.STA TE.NY 

Guy J.Velella 

915 L.O.B 

Albany, NY 12247 

(518) 455-3264 
and 

2019-2021 Williamsbridge Rd 

Bronx, NY 10461 

(718) 792-7180 
VELELLA@SENA TE.STA TE.NY 

Nicholas A. Spano 
509 L.O.B. 

Albany, NY 12247 
(518) 455-2390 

SPANO@SENA TE.STA TE.NY 

Dean G. Skelos 

609 L.O.B. 

Albany, NY 12247 

(518) 455-3171 

SKELOS@SENA TE.STA TE.NY 

John J. Marchi 
416 Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12247 

and 
358 St. Marks Place 

Staten Island, NY 10301 

(718)447-1723 
MARCHl@SENA TE.STA TE.NY 
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issued the order, most of the build­
ing's right front quadrant was already 
down, and work didn't stop until 6:40. 
At 6:55, the wrecking crew started 
tearing down 535, a vacant building 
next door, just as Bukowski arrived at 
the scene. When she showed the 
court order to police, she was hustled 
away from the barricades and almost 
arrested. 

"You are in violation of the law. Do 
you understand?" she told Ninth Pre­
cinct Captain Flores. 

"I hear you," he responded. Demoli­
tion continued. 

The next day, Judge Kapnick 
issued an order barring both the city 
and the squatters from touching what 

remained at the site, neither what was 
left standing of 537-539 and 535 nor 
the rubble that many of the squatters' 
possessions were buried in. 

Demolition continued that night. 
"That crane was in full effect," one wit­
ness said. "The whole block was 
sealed off. It was nothing but police. 
The whole place was lit up like day­
light." The demolition of 535 broke win- · 
dows and knocked holes in the wall of 

the occupied building at 533 next 
door. Two weeks later, the site had 
been scraped clean, with nothing left 
but a few piles of bricks. 

City officials maintained a stone wall 
about the demolition. Is it standard 
procedure to knock down buildings 
when there's still someone inside? "An 
inspection was conducted before the 
demoliti.on and no one was found, " re­
sponded Sheila Green, a spokesper­
son for the city Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development. Mayor 
Giuliani's office refused to comment, 
referring calls to police. "I don't know 
what happened," said police spokes- . 
person Olga Mercado. Why did the 
demolition continue after two court or­
ders to stop it? "We have been acting 

consistently with the court order," said 
Assistant Corporation Counsel Gail 
Rubin. "The matter's in litigation and 
we don't think it's appropriate to com­
ment further." 

The demolition was set off by a fire 
in the squat on Sunday, February 9, 
which started, ironically enough, in 
Brad Will's second-floor apartment, ap­
parently from an electric space heater. 
(Will now says the fire was suspicious.) 
Squatters say the Fire Department let it 
burn before putting it out. "I did not 
witness them pouring any water for 
approximately 20 minutes to a half 
hour," building resident Garth Wood 
testified at a February 11 court hear­
ing. The fire burned out rooms on the 
second through sixth floors of the 
building's left front quadrant. 

Nevertheless, the rest of the build­

ing was undamaged. Residents say 
both firefighters and police at the 

scene told them they could get back in 
to retrieve their possessions the next 
morning. 

They waited outside all night, 
wrapped in Red Cross-issued blankets 
against the 20-degree cold. But the 
Giuliani administration moved into 
action immediately. By 9:00 the next 
morning, the city Buildings Department 
had declared that 537-539 East Fifth 
Street was in imminent danger of col­
lapse, and an HPD-hired wrecking 
crane was rounding the corner of Ave­
nue B, pro,ected by riot cops. 

City officials at the scene refused to 

let squatters go into the building to get 
their belongings. Instead, police herd­
ed them into pens on the south side of 
Fifth Street, and they handed over 
hastily scribbled lists of possessions to 
city workers. The workers carted out 
random chunks of peopl~'s liv~~: two 
milk crates full of P-Funk records; a 
half-dozen bicycles and three battered 
TVs; a woman's stretchy silver top; a 
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cheap old electric guitar and a Fender; 
a white-pearl drum kit and an ancient 

IBM-clone computer; black plastic gar­
bage bags full of clothing; and a few 
boxes of books, from a lesbian philo­
sophy tome to a James Bond novel. 

Most people's stuff was left inside. 
Jason Fitzsimmons says he lost sever­
al hundred albums, two basses, and 
his turntables and DJ gear. Heidi Fuhr 
says she got nothing. One woman 
said her ID and clothes were still in­
side, but she was more upset about 

losing her collection of Star Wars toys. 
"I've been collecting it since I was a 

little kid," she said. 
Others were not allowed in to res­

cue their cats. Squatters Nate Mc­
Donald, 19, and Roger Varela, 25, . 
were arrested when they tried to enter 
the building to retrieve the bodies of 
Varela's two dogs, who died in the fire. 
The Red Cross left the scene in dis­
gust, refusing to collaborate with the 
eviction. 

At 1 :20, the crane began ripping 
537-539's fire escape off. Brad Will 
was still inside. Squatters on the street 
screamed his name. "C'mon Brad! 
Brad, show your face! BRAD! 

BRAMD!" Police ignored them. The 
crane whirred and rotated. At 1 :25, it 
chomped off the first piece of the para­
pet, dropping bricks six stories down 
into the garden next door. Police 
shoved the protesters down the block, 
away from the building. Five minutes 

later, Will emerged onto the roof, 
straddling the remaining parapet trium­
phantly to shouts of "You fuckin' rule, 
Brad." 

Demolition stopped, and Will disap­

peared inside about 15 minutes later. 
The crane lifted a search team of 
Emergency Services Unit cops up to 
the roof, while the riot cops downstairs 
pushed protesters and press people 
off the block, continuing the no-witnes­
ses policy of past evictions. At 4:00, 
the demolition resumed in earnest, to 
shouts of "Yoµ trying to fuckin ' kill 
him?" Will re-emerged five minutes 
later, waving to the protesters. He was 
arrested almost immediately--but had 
time, he said, to' get off a quick "Fuck 

Giuliani! " 
As police handcuffed him, pulled his 

hands over his head, and slashed 
open his pockets, Will says, he told 
them he wasn't resisting arrest. "I wish 
you were resisting," one officer replied. 
He was charged with resisting arrest, 
reckless endangerment, criminal tres­
passing, and obstructing governmental 
administration. 

Squatters say that the Buildings De­
partment inspector who arrived at 537-
539 after the fire never went inside. 
"They didn't go in the freakin' building/ 
said squatter activist Shawnee Alexan­
dri. "They got out of the car, said 'Tear 
it down,' and left." 

Buildings Department spokesper­
son Steve Hess said he didn't know if 
the inspector went inside, but was 
"sure he did." The order to demolish 
the building was signed by Ron Livian, 
Manhattan borough commissioner, on 

Monday morning. Hess wouldn't re­
lease the actual report, calling it 
"in-house information," but said the 

building's floors had collapsed and 
that it had makeshift ladders instead of 
staircases. He said _he wouldn't com­
ment on why the demolition contirued 
after the court order, but speculated 
that it might have been dangerous to 
stop in the middl_e of the demolition. 

Several witnesses dispute those 
claims. Even after the front wall of the 
fire-damaged section had been torn off 

on Monday night, the floors were still 
in place. Squatter Heidi Fuhr, who was 
watching the demolition from the build­

ing next door, testified on February 11 
that squatters had rebuilt the stairs 
with concrete and metal pans, and that 
she had seen a police officer try to 
smash them with a sledgehammer. 
She told the court that "the sledge­
hammer bounced off the iron casing" 
without causing any damage. 

Police denied outside experts 
access to the building on the after­
noon of February 10 before the demo­
lition was underway. "We had our en­
gineer at the scene and they wouldn't 
permit him to look at the building," said 
Joe Center of the People's Mutual 

Housing Association, a neighborhood 
nonprofit group that had planned to 
redevelop both buildings. 

They also barred John Shuttle­
worth, an architect called by the squat­
ters. He testified on February 11 that 
the exterior walls didn't give any indi· 
cation that the building was likely to 
collapse, -and that when the facade 
was ripped off, he couldn't see any 
damage to the floor joists. Though 
537-539 was not technically fireproof 
under the 1968 building code, he said, 
its design--a cross-shaped brick "de­
mising wall" that divided it into four 
quadrants--effectively confined the fire 
damage to one section. 

The building was one of the Lower 
East Side's oldest squats, founded in 
1982. Jimmy Stewart, one of the origin­
al squatters, still lived there. It became 
heavily populated in 1985 or 1986, and 
wa~ evicted by HPD. But Stewart and 
others re-entered it on New Year's Day 
in 1986 or 1987. "We weren't hitting 
champagne, we were hitting the 

bricks," recalls longtime squatter activ­
ist Jerry "Jerry the Peddler'' Wade. Ac­
cording to building residents, Stewart 
and a few others had occupied it con­
tinuously since then, long enough to 
qualify for adverse possession. How­
ever, they kept it small and low-key 
until early 1994, when they took in 

Continued On Next Page 
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FIFTH STREET SQUAT .... 
squatters displaced by the eviction of 
Glass House on Ave. D. 

The newer residents were predom­

inantly younger artists and activists. 

Most worked part-time jobs, says Will, 
because "the house was a full-time 
job." Corinne, a 25-year-old painter, 
had moved in six months ago after be­
ing evicted from a sublet in Williams­
burg. Lien, 21, had arrived from the 
Netherlands three months ago. "If it 
wasn't for the squat, I'd still be sleep­
ing outside,• said Jen, a 23-year-old 
bartender who was homeless when 

she moved in two and a half years 
ago. Jason Fitzsimmons, 25, a musi­

cian and DJ, had lived there for a year 
and a half. He moved in after losing a 

Brooklyn apartment when his room­

mate didn't pay the rent, but said the 
squat provided a community as well as 
affordable housing. 

Whether or not Mayor Giuliani knew 
it, his troops were destroying one of 
the Lower East Side's most politically 
active squats. Two of the five people 
arrested in a January 16 chain-in to 

protest the planned eviction of the 

ABC No Rio community space lived in 
the building; another resident was one 

of the 30 people jailed in Augu'st 1996 
when police broke up a Tompkins 
Square Park demonstration against the 
13th Street Squat evictions. They had 
also r.ecently started a women's health 
group and a coffee-house called the 
Fifth Street Cafl!. 

The demolition also appeared to 
dash the People's Mutual Housing 
Association's plans for the two build­
ings. The PMHA had lined up almost 
$3 million in federal and state funds to 
redevelop the buildings into 29 units of 
low-to moderate-income housing. Most 
would have been rented to families 
making between about $17,000 and 
$23,000 a year, said Joe Center; some 
would have rented to slightly more af­
fluent tenants at $600-$700 a month in 
order to subsidize six apartments re­
served for homeless families at the 
$286 a month welfare maximum. 

Center claims that the building was 
empty when PMHA began negotiating 
with HPD for it in 1994. He says his 

group wouldn't have tried to evict an 
established squat. However, he also 
offers the standard anti-squatter party 
line, calling the Fifth Street residents "a 
self-proclaimed elite" denying housing 
to the truly needy. 

HPD, he said, "could have done 
things to protect the buildings," but 
rushed to demolish them "because of 
fear that the squatters would go back." 

Jerry McCarty of the Mayor's Office 

of Emergency Management told legal 
activists at the scene that the city was 

willing to absorb any lawsuit resulting 
from the demolition. He denies that the 

Giuliani administration had any political 
motives. "We are demolishing a build­
ing that's unsafe," he said. "The City of 
New York doesn't want to see any­
body get hurt." . 

Yet the city has used safety as a 
pretext to evict squatters several times 
before, most notoriously on East 13th 

Street in 1995. In 1989, the Buildings 

Department used a rainstorm to de­
clare 319 East Eighth Street in immin­
ent danger of collapse. The squatters 

won a court order blocking the demoli­

tion, but the city got a late-night ruling 
overturning it and began tearing the 
building down at 1 :00 AM. 

The Giuliani administration's pro­
fessed concern for tenants' safety is 
especially hypocritical, says Kenny 
Schaeffer of the Metropolitan Council 
on -Housing, as HPD has essentially 

abandoned enforcing its regulations 
against private landlords since Giuliani 
took office. "It's ironic that the city has 
the resources to do this on such short 
notice when it doesn't have the re­
sources to do code enforcement on 
regular buildings." he said. 

HPD cut almost two-thirds of its 
housing inspectors between 1989 and 
1994, attempting to replace them with 
a program where landlords and ten­
ants would tell the department whether 

or not violations had been corrected. 
The West 144th Street building which 
;,ollapsed in 1995 had thousands of 
violations listed on HPD's computer; 

some had been counted as corrected 
because Spanish-speaking tenants 
hadn't returned English-only response 
forms in 1994. 

Squatters have filed a motion to 
have the city government held in con­
tempt of court for ignoring the orders 
to stop the demolition. "We're working 
to show max damage," Jackie Bukow­
ski told a group of squatters and sup­
porters outside court on February 11 . 
"The building's gone. Let's document 
this. We have to find ways to hold 

them in contempt." They are also suing 
the city for $2.6 million--$100,000 per 
person--in damages for violating their 
constitutional rights. 

The main issue now, said Harvey 
Epstein of the National Lawyers Guild, 
who is assisting Bukowski with the 
case, is to draw political attention to 
the Giuliani administration's "flagrant 
disregard for the rule of law" in their 
rush to oust the squatters and 
obliterate the building. 
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INTRIGUE SURROUNDS FIFTH STREET 
SQUAT DEMOLITION 

By Chris Flash \ 
In the months before the •suspi- Ing groups other than his own 

cious• fire that led to a llghtnlng "Lower East Side Coallti~n Housing 
quick Illegal demolition of their Development,• many wonder If city 
building, the Fifth Street squatters councilman Antonio PagarNsn't 
were preparing to do battle with a somehow Involved In the demolition. 
housing group that was seeking to Given his position as chalrper-._on on 
take their squat and the vacant the City Council's Subcommittee on 
building next door. People's Mutual Abandonment, Foreclosure and Dis-
Housing Association (PMHA) Investment, which oversees the dis-
claimed that the squat was empty as position .of city-owned properties to 
they tried to get the buildings from private developers, local activists 
HPD, though they knew otherwise. feel that Pagan Is In a position to 

The squatters, . who were In real- benefit most from what happened on 
dence since 1982, had made major Fifth Street. 
repairs to their buildrng In recent Meanwhile, due to the city's 
years. PMHA could have co-oper- Illegal demolition of their building 
ated with the squatters by letting and destruction of their possessions 
them keep their building and taking on February 10, the Fifth Street 
over Instead the vacant building Squatters are suing the Clty of New 
which needed repairs too major for York for $2.6 million. At a hearing on 
the squatters. Collectively, ttiey March 31, a Mr. Islam, of the Depart-
could have made both buildings ment of Buildings, testified that the 
successful low-Income projects. But building had no roof or stairs, even 
Instead, PMHA decided to take though police videos of the build-
everything, with the city's help. ing's Interior after the fire clearly 

This divide-and-conquer strategy show the staircase and roof Intact. 
worked to the benefit of the city, In addition, police and fire fighters 
which then stabbed PMHA In the were seen entering and exiting the 
back (no honor among thieves) by building countless times without 
quickly demolishing both buildings protective head gear. Squatters 
after the minor fire of February 9. countered Mr. Islam's testimony and 

Many people wonder why the city described the fire damage as mini-

moved so quickly to demolish, espe- mal. 
clally when they had a city-approved Since the hearing, the city has 
housing group standing by to take been negotiating an out of court set-
the bulldlngs, as In the case of the tlement with the Fifth Street squat-
Thirteenth Street squats. SHADOW ters, but so far have offered nothing 
sources theorize that the buildings acceptable to compensate them for 
had the misfortune of being located their losses. 
less than one block from Avenue A, Jackie Bukowski, attorney for the 
where real estate values are squatters, told the SHADOW, "The 
booming, and of having a vacant lot city wantonly destroyed these peo-
borderlng the squat. The result Is a pie's possessions without any ra. 
brand new ready-to-build three par- tional reason. These actions are un-
cel lot prepared by the city for a lawful-this administration thinks It's 
politically-connected real estate de- above the law. The mayor decided to 
veloper. destroy their stuff with the building, 

Considering his hostility toward Including live pets, and punish them, 
squatters and his rivalry with hous- for squatting.• 

COPS, FIREMEN AND CITY OFFICIALS CAME AND WENT FROM 
•UNSAFE• SQUAT BUILDING WITH NO PROTECTIVE GEAR 
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NYC PARTNERSHIP .... 
and now, the LES. 

"The aim is to get rid of large num­

bers of poor people and replace them 

with smaller numbers of middle class 

people," says Robert Fitch, author of 

The Assination of New York (Verso, 

1993), a book which delineates how real 

estate barons and corporate "philanthro­

pists" like Rockefeller and Ford have 

sold out the working poor. 

Describing Partnership's develop­

ment schemes in the Bronx, Fitch ex­

plains the rationale for low-rise housing: 

"Low Densities mean low costs, and low 

taxes. As one south Bronx activist and 

opponent of...planned shrinkage, Harry 

DiRienzo, explained: 
'Developing a home for a household 

earning $40,000 a year, with a car and 

kids in a private school is perceived by 
some as preferential to a household 

with an income of $8,000, with twice as 

many children and some level of social 

service needs. This helps explain why 

the South Bronx is now being developed 

by the New York City Partnership with 

densities of 18 households per acre on · 

land which once housed 120 households 

per acre. "' 

In other words, by subsidizing low­

density, middle-income housing instead 

of poor people's housing, the govern­

ment can lower expenditures for wel­

fare , social services and schools, while 

broadening the city's tax base. And the 

poor, well, they'll just have to fend for 

themselves. 

It's important to understand that the 

Partnership agenda is citywide, working 

in tandem with the Giuliani Administra­

tion's goal of privatizjng virtually all city­

owned property. Last year, Giuliani 

announced his intention to sell off at 

least half of the city's 750 community­

run gardens. Many will no doubt go to 

the Partnership. 

The city in turn provides the Partner­

ship with plenty of cash to subsidize its 

development schemes, roughly $300 mil­

lion a year. The cozy relationship is evi­
dent in the revolving door that exists be­
tween city bureaucrats, corporate execs, 

and Partnership employees: for exam­

ple, Veronica Wright, the current presi­

dent of NYC Housing Partnership, was 

formerly Deputy Commissioner for 

Planning and Policy at HPD. 

Partnership also works closely with 

USC/Enterprise, the development and 

funding organizations which financed 

the destruction and gut renovation of 

the 13th Street squats last summer. In 

fact , former NYC Partnership president 
Kathryn Wylde, is a close buddy of 

Pagan, and helped him lead the drive to 

enlist USC/Enterprise in the 13th Street 

project. 

Not surprisingly, the contractor for 

the 13th Street site, Donald Capoccia of 

BFC Partners in the Bronx, has also 

been selected to construct Partnership's 

condos on 10th, 11th, and Suffolk 

Streets. Capoccia is a major campaign 

contributor to Pagan. As reported in 

SHADOW #9, Capoccia was the "pro­
ject manager" who enabled his friends 

and acquaintances to buy apartments in 

buildings designated for low-income 

housing located at 72-74 East Third 

Street for nominal amounts of cash. 

Within two years, .most of the play~rs 

resold their apartments for an average 

profit 0f $100,000 each. 
The magnitude of NYC Partnerships 

influence over city planning 

cannot be overstated. In order to fur­

ther fuel its "urban renewal" agenda, 

last September, the Partnership created 

another subsidiary, the New York City 

Investment Fund, supposedly aimed at 

creating jobs and economic develop­

ment in so-called "blighted areas." But 

one has to question how philanthropic 

the Investment Fund will be considering 

that its chair is Henry Kravis, the bil­

lionaire owner of New York magazine 

whose multi-billion-dollar takeovers and 

leveraged buyouts during the 80s and 

early 90s led to the corporate downsiz­

ing of hundreds of thousands of jobs na­

tionwide. The Fund's vice chair is real 

estate baron Jerry Speyer; its president 

is Kathryn Wylde, the former head of 
NYC Housing Partnership. The board 

reads like a Who's Who of corporate 

America, comprising the top CEO's of 

Chase Manhattan, Merrill Lynch, Time 

War-ner, Goldman Sachs, Dime, 

NYNEX, Solomon Brothers, Crains 

New York Business, and others. 

· Working with a pool of $57 milljon 

in investment capital culled from 57 cor­

porations donating $1 million each, the 

Fund plans to promote job creation 
through iarger companies and retailers, 

as opposed to non-profits and small 

businesses, which it says do not generate 

enough potential for growth. One might 
ask, growth and jobs for whom ? 

According to its literature, the Fund 

intends to "reinfore NYC's status as the 

world financial capital. Recognizing the 
inevitability of job losses from consoli­

dation and relocation of back offices to 

lower cost areas, the Fund will focus on 

sustaining the city's role as the cepter of 

inovation in financial services. It will 
also help structure new financing vehi­

cles for commercial real estate, particu­

larly in neighborhoods/sectors where 

conventional financing is often unavail­

able." Bottom line, big money rules. 

Continued On Page 9 
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POLIT/CALLY-CONNECTED REAL 
ESTATE DEVELOPERS CREATE GIRLS 
CLUB TO TAKE LA PLAZA CULTURAL 

By Chris Flash + A. Kronstadt 

On February 25, Community Board 

3 voted 20-1 p to approve a proposal 
to grant site control of a Lower East 

Side community garden and park t~ a 
group of private real estate develop­

ers. Under the proposed Willow House 

project, the park, known as La Plaza 
Cultural, located at 9th Street and Ave- -
nue C, would be transfered to the 

Lower East Side Community Girls 

Club, an entity created by friends and 

associates of city councilman Antonio 

Pagan to facilitate the constructiori of a 

seven story building that would contain 

64 "market rate" apartments, 16 "mid­
dle-income" units, and more than 7,000 
square feet of commercial space. The 

"Girls Club" would occupy only 10% of 

the building, _which would take over La 
Plaza, as well as an adjacent commun­

ity garden bordering 8th Street. 

Pagan and his fellow real estate 

developing poverty pimp thieves have 
long sought to take La Plaza Cultural 

from the neighborhood. Pagan's ef­

forts to acquire the site to create 

phoney low-income housing for senior 
citizens failed in 1989, mostly due to 

exposure of his role in what came to 
be known as the (Senator Alphonse) 
D'Amato/HUD Scandal, in which feder­
al guidelines were violated in order to 

push the project through. 
Several experts, including some 

from the Army Corps of Engineers, re­
ported that an underground stream 

flowing less than six feet under La 

Plaza precluded construction there; 
earlier buildings on the site had to be 
torn down because of damage from 

the high water table which also feeds 
the two lush weeping willow trees that 
are the trademark of La Plaza 

At the time, Pagan testified at a City 

Hall Board of Estimate meeting that La 

Plaza was "a vacant lot...a drug-ridden 
hell hole that should be wiped off the 
face of the Earth ... " (See SHADOWs 

#8 + #12 for more-Ed.) 
The 9th Street Block Association 

raised and spent $12,000 in legal fees 
to ultimately save La Plaza, taking the 
case all the way to Federal Court. 

In the following years, La Plaza, with 
its big wooden bleachers that were re­
built in a concrete and stone mosaic in 
1993 in a massive effort by park users 
not part of the Block Association, be­
came a neighborhood hangout, play­
ing host to squatters, yippies, volley-

ball and domino players, Bacardi . 
drinkers, peddlers, and homeless peo­

ple. Members of the Block Association 

kept to themselves in a private garden 

fenced off from the public part of La 

Plaza 
As reported in SHADOW #36, on 

June 5, 1995, members of the Block 

Association moved into La Plaza,- rein­

forced the fencing and added new 
locks. When they were finished, sever­
al new "No Trespassing" signs were 
visible through the fence. Soon after, 

the Block Association got a "Green 

Thumb" lease, which gave them con­
trol over the park for one year. A 

Green Thumb sign was nailed into the 

bark of a tree for public display. 

The Block Association closed La 

Plaza and turned it into a private park, 

but their long-awaited plan to renovate 

got as far as painting over the left-wing 
wall murals and replacing them with 
pictures of animals. For the past two 
years, La Plaza looks the same as it 
did before, except for the absence of 

people. 
Now that yet another "divide and 

conquer" strategy has been success­

fully employed against neighbors, neu­

tralizing any organized and cohesive 
defense of La Plaza, Pagan and his 

real estate forces are now making 

another move on the park. 

The Willow House project is being 

pushed by local politicians, real estate 
developers and Community Board 

Three (CB3) members connected to 
Antonio Pagan, who is chairman of the 

city council 's Subcommittee on Aban­

donment, Foreclosure, and Disinvest­

ment. The committee is deeply in­
volved in mayor Giuliani 's plans to pri­
vatize public land and sell abandoned 

buildings and gardens to private devel­

opers. 
AFF (Anderson, Fendt & Fendt) 

Commercial Builders, Inc., of Bayside, 
Queens, is slated to build the Willow 
House project. AFF head Eric Ander­
son is a Pagan campaign contributor, 

as well as a co-president of the East 

First Street Block Association along 
with CB3 District Manager Martha Dan­

ziger, who i~ ramming support for the 
Willow House project through CB3. 

The vice-president and director of the 
"Girls Club" is CB3 member Lynn Pen­
tecost (nee Teifenbacher) , who was 

appointed to CB3 by Pagan, and who 

lives in Martha Darziger's building at 
52 East First Street. Pentecost also sits 

on the board of Pagan's Lower East 

Continued On Next Page 
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HPD CAl.:LS OFF EVICTION OF ABC NO RIO 
By Steven Englander 

After almost two years of continuous, 

unrelenting struggle, the New York City 
Department of Housing, Preservation 

and Development (HPD) has called off 

its effort to evict the arts center, per­

formance space and gallery, known as 

ABC No Rio, located at 156 Rivington 

Street. 
On February 5, more than a dozen 

ABC No Rio supporters slipped past 
HPD security to stage a sit-in at the 
office of HPD Commissioner Lillian 
Barrios-Paoli. Expecting mass arrests, 

the protestors were instead surprised to 
be invited by the commissioner into an 

HPD conference room. After a two 

hour conversation, the commissioner 

promised not to pursue the eviction, 

and a meeting was scheduled for Febru­

ary 1 O to resolve the conflict between 

ABC No Rio and HPD. 

At the meeting, ABC No Rio repre­
sentatives and the residents of 156 Riv­
ington Street met with the commissioner 
and her staff and reached an agree-

ment. _ 
In a letter of intent from the com­

missioner summarizing the meeting, 

HPD says that it will not proceed with 

the eviction and will enter into a "Use 

and Occupancy" agreement with ABC 

No Rio for the storefront and basement 

spaces currently occupied. In exchange, 

HPD will be allowed to inspect the en­
tire building. -Within six months, ABC 

No Rio will provide HPD with a propo­
sal to develop the entire building into a 
community arts facility under HPD's 
Community Works Program. HPD will 

se11 tfle building to ABC No Rio for one 
•, i,u~ No Rio must raise $75,000-

$1-,v,"~ ~ m renovate the building. 
This agreement is a compromise: it 

requires the residents of 156 Rivington 

Street to voluntarily vacate within six to 

nine months. Then the Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure (ULURP) can 

begin. ULURP requires the Community 
Board, the City Council, and others to 
approve the disposition of the property 
to ABC No Rio; this will take six to 
nine months. During that period, ABC 
No Rio can begin to use the entire 

building for its expanded facilities, pro­
grams and services. Finally, 156 Riving­

ton Street has been removed from the 

"Harmony Houses" project sponsored by 

real estate developers "Asian Americans 

for Equality," who had been trying steal 

ABC No Rio's building. 
This turn of events demonstrates that 

effective, committed resistance can lead 

to positive, tangible results. In the sum­

mer of 1995, ABC No Rio vowed to 

fight the eviction through the courts, 
through public support and the political 

system, through the press, and through 

direct action. (See SHADOWs #"36, 37, 

39 + 40 for more--Ed.) 

Throughout this past January, ABC 
No Rio supporters organized several ac­
tions protesting the involvement of 
AAFE in HPD's effort to displace ABC 

No Rio. On January 2, a spontaneous 
protest was held ·at AAFE's office at 

111 Division Street. That was followed 

by another more organized protest on 

January 6. On January 16, five ABC No 

Rio supporters were arrested in a civil 

disobedience action in which they shack­
led themselves with locks and chains in­
side and outside AAFE's office. On Jan­
uary 23, ABC No Rio protested at 
AAFE's office in Flushing, Queens, and 
on January 29, a "public speakout" was 
held at the Division Street office. 

ABC No Rio also used the legal sys­

tem to defend itself. In Landlord(fenant 
Court, No Rio attorneys sought to stall 

or dismiss the eviction petitions on tech­

nical grounds. Three eviction proceed­

ings were dismissed or discontinued as a 
result. 

In State Supreme Court, ABC No 

Rio brought forth an Article 78 Petition 
that sought to nullify the City Counci l 
resolution used by HPD to justify an 

eviction. On December 7, 1995, the City 

Council declared that 156 Rivington 

Street was a "blight" on the community, 
"constituted a growing menace" and im­

peded the e.conomic deyelopment of the 

community. Though HPD presented_ no 

evidence or factual analysis to ·support 
this finding, the 'city Council approved 

the "Harmony Houses" Urban Develop­

ment Action Area Project (UDAAP) 
promoted by HPD and sponsored by 
AAFE. 

No Rio's Article 78 challenged the 

City Council resolution on statuatory 

and First Amendment grounds: that 
HPD consistently acted in bad faith in 

its dealings with ABC No Rio and the 

intent of the UDAAP recommmended 

for the site was retaliatory in response 

to ABC's excercise of constitutionally­

protected free speech. No Rio has for 
many years freely aired its grievances 

with HPD to the press and to public 
and elected officials, has organized 

demonstrations at HPD headquarters, 

and has sought redress and relief in the 

courts against HPD. 
At a second City Council hearing, 

ABC No Rio was denied the opportuni­

ty to submit additional information into 

the record, and No Rio's expert witness, 
architect Peter Franck, was denied a 
chance to testify. An HPD official, how­
ever, was allowed to testify, after the 

hearing was closed, and without No Rio 
being able to rebut his misstatements. 

" ABC No Rio's challenge to HPD's 
eviction scheme included lobbying elect­

ed officials. Peter Vallone, Speaker of 
the City Council, was encouraged to ini­

tiate an investigation into the propriety 

of the City Council hearings to deter­
mine if procedures as well as principles 
of fairness were violated. 

Because the "Harmony Houses" pro­
ject was to be financed through tax 
credits and since HPD excercised their 
discretionary power in a questionable 
manner, ABC No Rio requested that 
US Congressmembers Nydia Velazquez, 
Carolyn Maloney and Jerold Nadler 
look into the "Harmony Houses" financ­

ing to determine if a federal program 

was being misused by HPD in order to 

retaliate against ABC No Rio. 
Both mainstream and alternative 

media were used to inform and engage 
the public. No Rio's received press 
coverage for its recent actions, as well 
as for the Eviction Action Weekend 

event last September which culminated 
in a large and entertaining rally at the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. ABC No 
Rio supporters were joined that week­

end by the Ladronka squatters in the 

Czech Republic, who organized a simul­

taneous action at the US Consula_te in 

Prague. In addition, issues relating to 

the eviction of ABC No Rio were dis­

cussed on Steal This Radio (the Lower 
East Side's pirate radio station) and on 
WBAI-FM. 

Finally, hundreds of people wrote 

and faxed letters protesting the eviction 
to municipal authorities, and thousands 
of signatures were gathered on support 

petitions. Letters of protest went to 

AAFE's board of directors, and to the 

National Equity Fund and the New 

York Equity Fund, the organizations 

marketing and administering the tax 

credits used to finance "Harmony 
Houses." Demonstrations directed at 
both funding sources were contemplat­
ed, but proved unnecessary. 

All these efforts, over a period of 

more than eighteen months, spiced with 
increasing militancy, demonstrated to 

HPD an unmistakeable commitment by 
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signs from gardens. 

Side Coalition Housing Development 

(LESCHD), which takes city-owned 
buildings and land for redevelopment 

into temporary "low-income" housing 

that later goes "market rate," but re­

mains under the control of LESCHD. 
The official address of the "Girls Club" 

is 69 Avenue D, the same address as 

LESCHD. 
Another CB3 member, Lisa Ramaci, 

once launched as Democratic District 

Leader by Pagan's Democratic Action 

Club, and appointed to CB3 by Pagan 

has been touting the Girls Club project 
as well. At the February CB3 meeting, 

she used an old method of forming 

public opinion by emphasizing the 

"buzz-words" girls and children. She 
said, "The garden [La Plaza], due to 

weather conditions, is off-limits six 
months of the year .. . a girls club is 
open all year round for the benefit of 
the children of this community." 

Rene~ Williams, Pagan's CB3 lia­

ison who reads his prepared written 

statements at CB3 meetings, is also 
associated with the "Girls Club," and 

was seen on the "Good Day New 

York" television show, engaging in 

damage control to deny that the water 
table below La Plaza threatens the in­

tegrity of any building on the site. 
Williams said: "Anyone that knows 
Manhattan knows we've built on unsta­
ble soil tor years." (Emphasis supplied) 

Pagan, Pentecost, Ramaci, and 

Danziger are all in possession of city­
owned apartments designated for low­

income residents that they have either 

purchased for nominal amounts of 

money under "sweat equity" programs 

or for which they pay negligible rent. 

All have been active in efforts to pri­

vatize their buildings, which would give 

them the opportunity to "flip" their 
pieces of the rock and make huge 
profits. This is how this gang of local 
developers and developer wanabees 

got into the privatization business in 
the first place--the Girls Club project is 

bound to present these hustlers with 
financial opportunities that are not 

immediately obvious to the surround­
ing community. 

Almost immediately following the 
February CB3 meeting, the Paganite 
offensive against La Plaza began. 
Sources have told the SHADOW that 
in March, a park ranger showed up at 

La Plaza demanding their Operation 

Green Thumb sign, saying that the 
Green Thumb program no longer 

existed. When Block Association mem­

bers called the Parks Department, the 

Green Thumb administrator denied 
any knowledge of rangers removing 

ABC No Rio supporters to resisting an 

eviction. The cost of evicting ABC No 

Rio may have appeared to be too great 

a cost to bear, politically, socially, and 

economically. Even so, the arrival of 
marshalls enforcing a judge's warrant of 
eviction was very likely less than one 
month away. HPD has refused to com­
ment on the reason for its reversal. 

ABC No Rio volunteers and collec­
tive and board members are all excited 

by this turn of events, and view the 

compromise achieved as a victory, an 

opportunity, and a challenge. Raising 
the funds required to renovate the 

building will be difficult, but not impos­

sible. ABC No Rio is now determining 

how to meet this new and ambitious 
challenge without sacrificing its spirit 
and character. 

All interested people with ideas and 
proposals are welcome to contact ABC 
No Rio by mail at: 156 Rivington Street, 

New York, NY 10002, or by phone at: 
212-254-3697. 

Another SHADOW source says that 

a Block Association member received 
a call from Jane Wiseman, of the 

Green Thumb program. Apparently, 
Wiseman was told by Martha Danziger 

that the Block Association was charg­
ing rent to performers in La Plaza, and 

Wiseman wanted to know why. (In fact, 

according to the source, on one occa­

sion, an artist who did a series of 
shows at various public spaces includ­

ing La Plaza, donated a token amount 

of money to the groups running the 

sp~ces.) Soon after, the source told 
the SHADOW, Pentecost called Wise­

man and said that since the "Girls 
Club" has site control, they should re-

ceive the money! 
The source also said that New York 

Cares, a volunteer group involved in 

the Block Association 's plans for reno­

vating La Plaza, was contacted by 
"Girls Club" officials wt,o warned them 

to stop sending volunteers, or else 

they wowld be perceived as being 

against a club for girls. New York 
Cares has since withdrawn their volun­

teers. 
When the Block Association recent­

ly applied for a $15,000 grant in order 
to hold an arts festival at La Plaza, the 

grant source was contacted by per­

sons unknown and told not to make 

the grant, since La Plaza was •going to• 
be gone." The grant was denied. 

The situation around La Plaza Cul­
tural is a case where neighbors have 
been exploited by real estate develop-

. ers and their political counterparts. The 

9th Street Block Association, long the 
protectors of La Plaza, expelled the 

"undesirable" homeless and counter­
culture element from the park in 1995. 

Now they are being confronted by 
Pagan's real estate/propaganda ma­

chine who can portray them as a 

group of selfish locals who want to 

keep La Plaza as their private pre­
serve, while denying little girls a club of 
their own. 

Ironically, Block Association leader 
Don Yorti had worked with manv. of the 
same activists he later forced out of La 

Plaza, in order to stop the city from 

giving site control of the park to 
Pagan's LESCHD during the Casa Vic­
toria battle. 

Only now do some members of the 

Block Association feel that Pagan used 

them against the park users, and only 
now are they trying to do something 
with the park, despite losing losing 
their grant money. But unfortunately, 
the damage has been done. 

In order to save La Plaza, the 9th 
Street Block Association will have to 

immediately open the park to the com­

munity, which helped them fight off 
Pagan's last efforts to take La Plaza 

If the Block Association doesn't 

move quickly, the community will lose 

one more patch of precious open 

space and become the victims of gen­

trification pressure and rising rents. 
The "Girls Club" and AFF must still get 

approval from HPD and go through 
the approval process required by 
other city and state agencies, but with 

their connections, it appears they will 

be successful. 
When the artificially high commer­

cial and market rate rents of the Willow 

House project irreparably destroy the 
delicate economic balanee of the 

neighborhood, the Block Association 

will only have themselves to blame for 

allowing it to happen on the site of La 
Plaza 

THE SHADOW 
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NEW WITNESS IN 
MUMIA ABU-JAMAL CASE 

·- • By Steven Wishnia 
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PHILADELPHIA--As Mumia Abu­
Jamal's lawyers try to win him a new 

trial in the Pennsylvania Supreme 

Court, a new witness has claimed that 

police tried to get her to give false tes­
timony against him in 1981 . 

The witness, Pamela Jenkins, was a 

key federal informant in the city's 1995 
police-corruption scandal. Thomas Ryan 
was one of the six city cops convicted 
on federal charges in the scandal, in 
which officers from the 39th District sta­

tion were revealed to have framed de­
fendants on phony drug charges. In De­

cember 1981--when Abu-Jamal was ar­

rested for the fatal shooting of city po­

lice office Daniel Faulkner--Jenkins was 
16, a prostitute working the Center City 

area and dating Ryan. 
In an affidavit given to the defense 

in January and filed with the court 
March 10, Jenkins states that Ryan and 
several other officers tried to get her to 
say she had seen Abu-Jamal kill Faulk­

ner, even though she hadn't even been 
there. She also says that oft-arrested 

prostitute Cynthia "Lucky" White--the 

prosecution's key witness at Abu-Jamal's 

1982 trial--told her that "she had been 
threatened with her life by a police offi­

cer because of the Jamal case." 

Jenkins did not testify in the 1982 
trial, but said she took $150 from police 
to help them find Cynthia White. 

Philadelphia Assistant District Attor­
ney Hugh Burns says that prosecutors 

are still investigating Jenkins' claims and 
. haven't formulated an official response. 

However, Burns says that the 39th Dis­
trict officers had "nothing to do with the 

case" and calls the claim that police had 
to track White down "bizarre." 

"Cynthia White gave her version 20 

minutes after the murder," he declares. 

That initial statement to police, he adds, 
was consistent with her trial testimony. 

But defense lawyers argue that Jen­
kins' story is the latest illustration of a 
pattern of police intimidation of wit­
nesses and withholding of evidence by 
the prosecution. "The prosecution wit­

nesses were coerced and coaxed," says 

attorney Dan Williams. White, in jail in 
Massachusetts on prostitution charges 

and facing more in Philadelphia, was es-

pecially vulnerable to pressure. Another 
witness, cabdriver Robert Chobert, was 

driving without a license while on pro­

bation for arson. Both changed their 

stories several times before the trial. 
(White jumped bail in 1987 after police 

intervened to get her released without 
bail in an armed-robbery case.) 

The March 10 court papers also cite 
gas-station owner William Singletary, 
who told a 1995 hearing on Abu-Jamal's 

bid for a new tri!ll that he had seen a 
man with dreadlocks--not Abu-Jamal-­
shoot Faulkner and then flee. But when 

he gave police written statements about 

it, he said, a detective rolled them into 

a ball and threw them out. He .did not 

testify at Mumia's 1982 trial, and 

claimed that police threats had forced 

him to move to North Carolina. Prose­

cutor Burns dismisses Singletary as to­
tally unbelievable. 

If the state Supreme Court denies 
Abu-Jamal a new trial, Governor Tom 

Ridge is expected to sign a death war­
rant immediately, which means that he 
could be executed within three months. 

An appeal to the federal courts would 

be sharply circumscribed by the 1996 
antiterrorism bill's provisions to expe­

dite executions. Federal law now pre­

sumes that state courts are correct on 
the facts in death-penalty cases, and de­
fendants claiming that state courts mis­
interpreted the law must prove that they 
were unreasonably wrong to get a con­
viction overturned. 

Another scandal hit the Philadelphia 
justice system this spring, when city Dis­

trict Attorney Lynne Abraham released 

a video of her Republican opponent in­
structing assistant district attorneys on 

how to sidestep ,a recent Supreme Court 

ruling banning racial discrimination in 
jury selection. The Republican candid­
ate, then a city prosecutor, told the 

ADA's to keep poor blacks and intelli­
gent people off juries, because blacks 
would sympathize with defendants and 
the intelligent took the concept of "rea­

sonable doubt" seriously. 

(For more on Mumia 's case, see 

SHADOWS# 37, #38 + #40--Ed.) 

BILL THORNE OF ACT-UP GOLDEN GATE ARRESTED AFTER KOPS 

BEAT HIM AND SMASHED HIS FACE IN THE STREET 

ACT-UP CELEBRATES TEN YEARS: 
ACTIVISTS CRASH STOCK MARKET 

Special Report by ACT-UP 

On Monday, March 24th, more than 
500 activists from the AIDS Coalition to 

Unleash Power (ACT-UP) converged 

on Wall Street for an early morning 

"Crash the Market" demonstration. They 

protested price gouging by pharmaceuti­
cal corporations selling essential AIDS 
drugs and cutbacks in Medicaid funding, 
and demanded broader research toward 
usable AIDS treatments and access ,to 
AIDS treatments for all, as well as a 

cure for AIDS. 

Funding of the federal AIDS Drug 

Assistance Program (ADAP) falls far 
short of the need to cover existing 

AIDS treatments in many parts of the 

country. President Clinton has proposed 

$22 billion in Medicaid cuts over the 
next five years, and Congressional re­
publicans are calling for similar reduc­
tions . 

The demonstration coincided with 
the tenth anniversary of the founding of 
ACT-UP. Eric Sawyer, a long time sur­

vivor with AIDS who was one of the 

founders of ACT-UP, says: "At a time 
when expensive drugs are prolonging 
the lives of many with this disease, it's 

outrageous that Clinton would call for 

Medicaid cuts and per-person caps-­

which will force many states to slash or 
even e_liminate prescription coverage. 

This says to poor people with any seri­

ous illness, 'It's only worth keeping you 

alive if it doesn't cost too much.'" 
Demonstrators began marching at 

7:30 am, chanting: "We Die, They Make 

Money" and "Wall Street trades on peo­
ple with AIDS." Demonstrators carried 
out civil disobedience actions, including 

the blocking of entrance points set up 
by the police for employees working in 

the area and rushing the doors of the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

Numerous police assaults took place, 

including the banging of heads on the 

pavement, tackling people from behind, 
restraining demonstrators with feet and 

body weight on necks, legs; and arms, 
kicking and punching demonstrators, 
and dragging arrestees across the pave­
ment face down, by their hair and by 
handcuffs. In addition, police ,used de­

rogatory epithets against demonstrators. 

There were a total of 73 arrests. Two of 
the arrested activists were hospitalized 
with head injuries. 
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LANDLORD STOOGES 
SCUTTLE REIT VOTE 

By Steven Wishnia 

ALBANY-Under the angry eyes of 
150 tenants up for a "mini-lobby day," 

the State Senate on April 7 rejected a 

move to extend the state's tenant pro­
tections for four years. 

The 33-27 vote blocked a procedural 
maneuver by Minority Leader Martin 
Connor to get the Republican-con­
trolled Senate to vote on renewing the 
rent laws unchanged. The Assembly 
passed a bill strengthening tenant pro­
tections last month, and tenant organi­
zers saw Connor's discharge petition as 
a ploy to force Senate Republicans from 
the New York City area to show which 

side they're on. Given the choice be­
tween tenants and Majority Leader Jo­
seph Bruno, all but two--Roy Goodman 
of Manhattan and Frank Padavan of 
Queens--picked Bruno. 

Senate Democrats offered the usual 
litany of arguments in support of rent 
controls: that rent-regulated tenants are 

predominantly working-class and poor, 

that people are already tripled up in 
$1 ,100 a month one-bedroom apart­

ments, that vacancy decontrol was a dis­

aster when Governor Nelson Rockefel­

ler pushed it through in 1971. "We're 

not dealing with Barbra Streisand in 

Cambria Heights," said Alton Waldon of 
Queens. "This is the haves versus the 
have-nots." 

Bruno accused them of "grandstand­
ing, posturing, and pandering." He em­

phasized his willingness to be "reason­
able," saying he had "offered since De­
cember to negotiate" a slow death for 

rent control~ rather than an instantan­

eous execution. 
"This will not be a debate on the 

merits of rent control," he declared, and 

the Senate Republicans ovinely obeyed. 

Even Goodman and Padavan didn't say 

a word about the bill on the floor. 
"They only voted for it because 

Bruno allowed them to,'' said Jenny 
Laurie of the Metropolitan Council on 

Housing. 
Tenants lobbying other metropolitan­

area Republican Senators didn't meet 

much su~cess. Goodman emphasized his 

support for rent controls, but told ten-

ants · that he would not try to get other 

Republicans to break with Bruno. 

Nicholas Spano of Westchester told a 
group of about 25 constituents that he 
was "firmly in favor" of renewing the 
rent laws, but wouldn't vote for the 

discharge petition because it was "de­

signed to embarrass the majority." 
Spano, who received $8,650 from land­
lord groups between 1993 and 1996, 

told the tenants they were being_ manip­

ulated in a "political charade." 
The 40 tenants visiting Bronx-West­

chester Senator Guy Velella were order­
ed to leave by a state trooper: Velella 
received $3,000 from landlord groups, 
and also chairs the Senate Republican 
Campaign Committee, which got 

$430,000. 
Other area Republicans voting 

against the bill were Dean ($4,700) 
Skelos and Michael ($4,550) Tully of 

Nassau County, John ($2,100) Marchi of 

Staten Island, and Serphin ($9,150) 
Maltese of Queens. Brooklyn Democrat 
John Sampson, a former landlord law­

yer, wavered, first attempting to leave 
the chamber and then asking to abstain 
before he was pushed back in line by 

the party organization. 
"If they don't feel your anger, we're 

going to lose," Michael McKee of the 
New York State Tenants & Neighbors 

Coalition told tenants after the vote. 

But tenant organizers warn against 

focusing anger exclusively on Joseph 

Bruno. The upstate millionaire is easy 

to hate--for those of you who've never 

seen him in the flesh, he radiates the 
smugness of the successful class warrior, 
like a unionbusting executive who ponti­
ficates about his great concern for job 
security while denouncing "1930s social­

ist relics" that force businessmen to pay 

lazy lowlifes far more than they could 
ever command on the free market. Yet 

many feel he is simply playing bad cop 

for Pataki--attracting tenant ire by being 

an outrageous pig, thus giving the Gov­

ernor the opportunity to look like a 

great conciliator when he proposes 

some "compromise" like vacancy decon­

trol. 
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That scenario looks increasingly like­

ly, as it also seems to enjoy the support 

of Rudy Giuliani . (The Mayor has ap­

pointed anti-rent control zealots to run 
the city's rent-stabilization system, but 

needs to look pro-tenant to win re-elec­

tion.) Bruno is likely to do everything in 

his power to prevent a straight up-and­
down vote on renewing the laws intact: 

'The Republicans have a five-vote ma­

jority in the State Senate, and there are 

eight GOP members from the metropol­
itan area who have significant numbers 

of renters in their districts. 

Such a compromise would probably 

include such devastating loopholes as 

lowering the "luxury decontrol" 

threshold--from $2,000 a month to 
$1 ,000--or vacancy decontrol ( either 
completely deregulating vacant apart­
ments, as was done here in 1971 , or 'the 

San Francisco system of allowing land­

lords to charge new tenants as much as 
they can get but limiting increases for 

tenants in place). The 1971 decontrol, 

which coincided with the era of massive 

abandonment and gave landlords a 
powerful incentive to harass tenants out 

of their homes, was such a disaster that 

it inspired a Republican-dominated 
state government to put most apart­
ments under rent stabilization three 

years later. That hasn't prevented land­

lord propagandists from claiming that "it 

doesn't hurt tenants in place." 
Pataki has endorsed vacancy decon­

trol in the past. His office did not return 

phone calls about his position. 

SHADOW 
REPORTER 

CONFRONTS 
GOVERNOR PATAKI 

By Chris Flash 

On April 17, New York State 

governor George Pataki was con­

fronted by SHADOW reporter Steven 
Wlshnla as he attended a polltlcal 

fundralser at the Soutti Street Sea­

port In Manhattan. 

Wlshnla, who Is also editor of 
Metropolitan Council on Housing's 

newspaper The Tenant, told the 
SHADOW, •1 got backstage, went up 

to him and said 'excuse me, govern­
or, I'd like to know your position on 
vacancy decontrol.• Pataki refused 

to answer and was quickly hustled 
away by his aides. . 

Pataki's Rress aide Sara Gaffney 

then told Wishnia that the govern­

or's position was "to support decon­

trol, except for the elderly, poor and 
disabled. ' 

Afterward, Wishnia told the 

SHADOW, he was poked in his back 
by a large man claiming to be a 
state trooper, who said, "Let's take a 
walk.• Wishnia said that he was told 

he wasn't under arrest, but that he 

was being asked to leave because 
"the governor's staff has decided 

you're being a public nuisance.• 

NYC PARTNERSHIP .... 

So what does all this wheeling and 
dealing mean for the fate of the Lower 
East Side? Basically, that we're coming 

up against a mother-fucking octopus 
with more deep pockets than you want 
to know about, that's intent on radically 
re-landscaping our community at the ex­

pense of green space and the poor. And 
the so-called progressive non-profits and 
housing groups in the nabe aren't going 

to do a thing to stop it, because they're 

all looking to get a piece of the pie. 

In addition to the Partnership condos 
on 10th and 11th Streets, CB3 District 

Manager Martha Danzinger and a 
bunch of PagAn cronies are seeking to 
turn the park space at La Plaza Cultural 
at 9th Street and Avenue C into an $11 
million, seven-story project called 

Willow House. Under the guise of pro­
viding a sorely needed girls club for the 
neighborhood, the project would create 

64 units of market-rate housing along 

with 16 units of low and moderate- in­

come housing, and over 7,000 square 
feet of commercial space (i.e. strip­

mall), extending through to 8th Street. 

The girls club would occupy only 10 
percent of the space. Not surprisingly, 
Chase Manhattan, one of the key play­
ers in the Partnership and NYC Invest­
ment Fund, has offered to underwrite 
the project. The Girls Club cabal, which 

operates out of the offices of PagAn's 
housing group, Lower East Side Coali­

tion Housing Development, says it plans 
to preserve La Plaza's old willow trees, 

but it's hard to believe those 100-year 

old trees will survive such a humongous 

undertaking. (See accompanying story in 

this issue--Ed.) 

When you add up the Partnership 
condos on 10th and 11th with the mar­
ket-rate housing and commercial devel­
opment at La Plaza, and Giuliani's plan 

to auction off the Charas-El Bahia com­
munity center at 9th and Avenue B to 
the highest bidder, you basically have 
one three-block area about to be re­

mapped for the rich. Throw in the cam­

paigns to gut rent stabilization and pri­

vatize the public housing projects, and 

you start to understand the magnitude 

of the urban space war now under way. 

But this battle is far from over. More 

than just green spaces, the gardens at 
10th and 11th Streets should be recog­
nized as the first firewalls in the fight to 
contain a much larger gentrification 
agenda. Recently Lower East Side gar­

deners joined with gardeners from Har­

lem, the Bronx, Brooklyn and Staten Is­
land to form the NYC Coalition for the 

Preservation of Gardens. They are now• 
working with a group of lawyers to in- _ 

vestigate the feasibility of a class-action 
suit against the city to block the whole­

sale destruction of gardens. Such a coal­
ition may provide a basis for a city-wide 
revolt against the corporate-sponsored 
HPD/Partnership development scams, 
but only if squatters, private and public 
housing tenants, and small businesses, 
recognize that these gardens are our 
common ground. 

(HPO and Partnership reps will be pre­
senting their plans for the 10th and 

11th Street condos at the CB3 Hous­
ing and Land Use Committee meeting 
on May 15, at 6:30pm, at Project Re­
newal, 333 Bowery. All concerned par­
ties are encouraged to attend) 
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MEXICO DRUG WAR REPORT: 
NARCO-REGIME IN DEEP CRISIS 

But Washington Still Underwrites Militarization 
By Bill Weinberg 

The fall of Mexico 's Drug Czar is but the fates!__ development in the wholesale take-over of 

the Mexican state by the drug cartels. The self-implosion of the Mexican elite in a string 

of bloody narco-vendettas reaches the highest levels of power. Yet Washington keeps 
pouring your tax-dollars into the regime-to fight drug traffickers! ... Or is to prop up 

NAFTA and suppress revolutionaries? 

On February 18, the Mexican Defense 
Ministry announced that Brig. Gen. Jesus 

Gutierrez Rebollo, Mexico's top military 

Drug War pointman, hqd been arrested 

on charges of receiving pay-offs from 

Juarez ·eartel kingpin Amado Carrillo 

Fuentes (aka the "Lord of the Skies"). US 

Drug Czar Gen. Barry McCafTrey had 

weeks earlier called Gen. Gutierrez "a 
guy of absolute unquestioned integrity." 

The Clinton Administration admitted that 
Gen. Gutierrez, as head of the National 

Institute to Combat Drugs, had received 
high-level intelligence briefings in the US. 

"EVERYBODY COULD BE BRIBED" 

As the investigation unfolded, Gen. 
Gutierrez was linked to the wave of kid­

nappings which is shaking Mexico. A 

notebook dropped in the car that a Sina­

loa businessman was abducted from was 
traced to a military officer investigating 

the slaying of a federal anti-narcotics po­

lice commander--an investigation that was 

headed by Gen. Gutierrez. 
On January 13, a month earlier, the 

daily La Refonna reported that four vol­
umes of evidence against the Gulf Cartel 

had mysteriously disappeared from the 
offices of Gutierrez' National Institute to 

Combat Drugs. 
The previous August, Gutierrez's own 

predecessor, Ricardo Cordero Ontiveros-­

who had stepped down in November 

199S, citing frustration with ·entrenched 

official corruption--was himself arrested 
by federal police on charges of accepting 

bribes from Tijuana traffickers. 
"Everybody could be bribed," said 

Juan Antonio Ortiz, a Gulf Cartel jefe 

who cut his prison time down from 20 to 

six years by cooperating with US authori­
ties. "From what I know, everybody was 
being paid all the way to the top." 

Ortiz, was testifying in a civil case 

against Mario Ruiz Massieu, the former 

Mexican deputy attorney general, in 

which the US sought to confiscate more 

than $9 million in alleged Gulf Cartel 

protection money. Mario had reportedly 
funnelled the bread out of Mexico City in 
suitcases to deposit in Texas banks. One 

witness, the bodyguard of a federal police 
commander, testified he had delivered 

suitcases of cash into the trunk of Mario's 
car. 

ASSASSIN NATION 

Mario Ruiz Massieu was the federal 

investigator into the slaying of his own 

brother, Jose Francisco Ruiz Massieu, 

secretary-treasurer of the long-ruling In­
stitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), 
gunned down in Mexico City __ jn 1994. 

Mario fled Mexico when a federal investi­

gation was launched into possible cover­

up in l\fs own investigation of his bro­
ther's death. He was arrested by US au­

thorities at Newark airport on March 3, 
199S, en route to Europe,. Now the US 

and Mexico are fighting over the hapless 

Mario: as he sat under house arrest in 

New Jersey, being periodically flown 
down to Houston to testify in his money 
laundering case, Mexican federal authori­
ties atte.mpted to extradite him back 

home. 
On March 16, a Houston federal jury 

ruled that $7.9 million of Mario's $9 

million in the city's banks was cartel 

grease and could be confiscated by Uncle 

Sam. Washington, which has refused 

Mexico's extradition attempts, is said to 

be trying to h_ave Mario deported to a 

third country. 

The case of Ruiz Massieu brothers 
illustrates how the Mexican state has be­

come little more than a cash machine for 
corrupt bureaucrats. By the time of Jose 
Francisco Ruiz Massieu's death, he had 

amassed more than $20 million, beginning 

with his 1987 election as governor of 

Guerrero state. Now, the scandals sur­
rounding his death reveal a PRI regime 

riven with narco-vendettas. 

Jose Francisco Ruiz Massieu had been 

married to Adriana Salinas, sister of the 

infamous Salinas brothers: exiled ex-Presi­
dent Carlos Salinas and imprisoned poli­

tical boss Raul Salinas. With Mexican in­

vestigators scouring Switzerland, Panama 
and the Caymans for the bank accounts 

where they sequestered their illicit mil­
lions, both Salinas brothers are implicated 

in the string of high-level assassinations 

which has decimated the Mexican elite 

since 1993. 
Raul is charged with the slaying of dis­

appeared Tamaulipas federal congress­
man Manuel Munoz Rocha--whom he 
had allegedly paid to murder Jose Fran­
cisco Ruiz Massieu, then decided that 

dead men tell no tales. The accused gun­
man arrested by. federal authorities "con­
fessed" that he had been hired by Munoz 
for the hit. By then, Munoz had conven­

iently disappeared. On Halloween 1996, 

federal police unearthed a cadaver at 
Raul's private ranch, El Encanto. Investi­

gators immediately announced that the 
body was that of Jose Francisco Ruiz 

Massieu. 
Mario Ruiz Massieu now faces federal 

charges in Mexico of altering documents 
to divert evidence away from Raul Salinas 
in the death of his brother. Mario, in 
turn, continues to insist that the PRI ma­

chine was obstructing his investigation 
(and that the suitcases of cash he shipped 

to Houston were all clean money). 
On February 1, 1997, Francisca Zetina 

Chavez (aka "La Paca"), the psychic and 

confidante of the MexiGan elite who led 
federal investigators to ,,Raul Salinas' 

ranch in search of the Munoz' body, ad­
mitted that the body they found there was 
really that of her own son-in-law's father-­
which she had exhumed and planted on 

the ranch to frame Salinas. Forensic tests 

confirmed that it was not Munoz' body. 

Pablo Chapa Bezanilla, the special in­

vestigator for the Attorney General of the 

Republic (PGR) on the case, who hired 
La Paca and asserted the body was that 

of Munoz, is now the target of a nation­
wide manhunt. La Paca, Mexico's b,uja­

to-the-stars who counts John F. Kennedy 
and }~e Egyptian Pharoah Tutankamon 
among her "spiritual protectors," was paid 

half a million dollars by Chapa's investi­
gation. She is now in prison. The PGR 
claims to have a video of La Paca and 

Chapa meeting at her home in December 
1995, plotting to frame Raul Salinas. 

NARCO-MAFIA RUNS 

'WAR ON DRUGS" 

The PGR, the top anti-drug police 

force, is admittedly corruption-ridden. 700 
agents were fired in 1996 in an attempted 

clean-up. In March 1996, McCaffrey 
called then-Mexican Attorney General 
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Antonio Lozano Gracia "a man of tre­

mendous courage and integrity." In De­
cember, Lozano was ousted for incompe­

tence and blowing the Salinas investiga­

tion. 

Lozano had been the Mexican cabin­

et's token representative from the rightist 

opposition party PAN. This tentative 

power-sharing agreement was dropped 
with the Salinas scandal, and PRI hege­
mony has been restored to the cabinet. 
New Attorney General Jorge Madrazo 

Cuellar, former federal human rights 

commissioner, symbolically initiated his 

term by becoming the first Mexican At­
torney General to submit to a drug test-­
and instate a policy of testing all PGR 

personnel. 

Madrazo immediately accelerated the 

transfer of military officers to anti-drug 
posts previously held by civilians, the mili­

tarization of the Drug War, calling the 
policy a matter of "national security." 

McCaffrey lost no time in heaping 
praise upon the new boss: "I applaud the 
current leadership; Mexico's new attorney 
general, the president, the secretary of 

defense ... all of those who are involved in 
this. That includes all the brave soldiers 
in the Mexican armed forces who have 

destroyed more illegal drugs this year 

than any other force in Mexico. We are 
proud of what they have done." 

Carlos Salinas remains in self-imposed 

exile, under investigation by Mexican 

federal police for complicity in the Ruiz 
Massieu case as well as moneflaunder­
ing. He is said to have pumped the feder­
al coffers full of laundered narco-dollars 
to' keep the peso artificially inflated long 

enough to get NAFTA passed in US 

Congress, leaving his successor President 

Ernesto Zedillo to pick up the pieces 
when the peso crashed in December 

1994, just after Salinas left office. Salinas, 

the Mexican architect of NAFTA and a 
, onetime hopeful to head the new World 

Trade Organization, now globetrots to 
Havana and Toronto from his new base 
in Dublin, occasionally coming to New 

York for Dow Jones board meetings. 
Each time, Dow Jones' futuristic down-

- town Manhattan headquarters is staked 

out by Mexican journalists hoping to get 
a shot of the elusive Salinas, the first 
Mexican ex-President to be publicly vili­

fied since Porfirio Diaz. He is said to be 

considering stepping down from the Dow 

Jones board. The left opposition Demo­

cratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) wants 

him charged with treason. 

Mexican investigators, meanwhile, 

have traced Raul's money-laundering net­
work from Citibank's Mexico City branch 

to accounts at its New York headquarters 

in the name of Salinas-owned dummy 

companies in the Cayman Islands--and 

from there to secret Swiss accounts. Over 

$200 million is said to have followed this 
route, but Raul denies that the money 

was from illegal activities--and Citibank 
denies knowing that the money came 
from the Mexican president's brother. 

The US and Switzerland have opened in­

quiries into the case. 
The Mexican cartel 's war for control 

of the cocaine traffic is resulting in a 

wave of killings (often accompanied by 

grisly tortures) of police and narcotraffi­

cantes alike (with the line between them 

increasingly blurred) in Tijuana and other 

border towns as well as Guadalajara, 

Mexico's second city. The Tijuana Cartel­
-led by the Arellano Felix brothers-­

battles for hegemony with its junior rival, 
the Juarez Cartel of Amado Carrillo. 

Juan Garcia Abrego of Matamoros' 

Gulf Cartel--which had bribed US Cus­
toms and National Guard to move truck­
loads of coke into Texas--is now in US 
prison, and his organization in decline. 

However, his brother, Humberto Garcia 

Abrego, managed to "slip away" from the 

cops assigned to guard him during. ques­

tioning 4ft government offices in down­
town Mexico City in March--just days 

after President Bill Clinton's controver­

sial "certification" of Mexico as a reliable 
Drug War ally to receive US aid. Facing 
extradiction to the US, brother Humberto 

remains at large. 

PLOT THICKENS IN COLOSIO CASE 

In January, a Tijuana prosecutor, 

Hodin Gutierrez, was gunned down in a 

hail of bullets by unknown assailants. The 

eighth Tijuana prosecutor murdered in 

the past year, Gutierrez had been investi­

gating the murder of former Tijuana po­
lice chief Federico Benitez--who, in turn, 

was investigating the most colossal mur­

der case in Mexico, the slaying of PRI 
presidential candidate Luis Donaldo 

Colosio at a Tijuana campaign stop in 
1994 . 

Colosio was gunned down on March 

23, 1994. On March 3, not three weeks 

earlier, Baja California State Judicial Po­
lice protecting bigshot Tijuana narcotraffi­

cante Ismael Higuera Guerrero got into a 

gun battle with Federal Judicial Police at­
tempting to arrest him, leaving five offi­
cers dead. Grupo Tucan, the security firm 
hired by local PR/istas to police the fatal 
Colosio campaign stop, is made up almost 
entirely of ex-State Judicial Police agents. 

Continued On Page 22 
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HOW TO SUE YOUR LANDLORD 
By Anita Eliot, Attorney At Law 

A Housing Part, or HP action is a 

housing court proceeding initiate<fl{,y a 
tenant asking the court to order a land­

lord to make required repairs or pro­
vide necessary services. Any conditions 

which affect life, health, and safety 
apply. They may be as significant as 

lead paint, problems with cockroaches, 

mice or rats, lack of heat, hot water or 

electricity or as minor as a leaky faucet. 
A tenant interested in starting an HP 
Action in Manhattan should go to the 
Civil Court building at 111 Centre 
Street, 2nd Floor. 

Upon entering the building, proceed 
to the HP Clerk's office. The clerk will 

provide tenants with two forms: (1) a 
Tenant's Request for Inspection on 
which to list needed repairs (this will 

result in an inspection of the apartment 

by Housing Preservation and Develop­

ment (HPD) who will document housing 
code violations and (2) an affidavit 
describing the conditions in the apart­
ment and what steps the tenant took to 
have repairs made. A third form will be 
filled out by the HP clerk on behalf of 

the tenant. 
Initiation of an HP action costs $35. 

However, if a tenant is low-income or 
receives SSI or SSDI disability or public 

assistance, that fee can be waived. All 

forms must be filled out in English. It is 

therefore recommended that non­
English speakers bring someone along 
who can read and write in English. 

After completing the necessary pa­
perwork, a judge must sign the order di­
recting an inspection of the apartment. 
Once signed, the HP clerk will explain 

how to serve copies of the lej(al papers 

on the landlord and a court date will be 

set (usually two or three weeks after the 
action is begun). 

On the court date given by the HP 
clerk, the tenant should return to the 

courthouse and find the courtroom 
where the HP actions will be heard. In 

Manhattan, go to Part L on the 5th 

Floor. If the tenant has any proof that 
the apartment needs repairs (i.e., pic­
tures) or that the landlord knew of the 
conditions in the apartment (i.e., letters 
to the landlord requesting repairs) these 
should be brought to court. 

On the court date, an HPD report 

should be in the court file listing any 
violations which were documented dur­
ing the inspection. Any conditions listed 
in the report must be repaired by the 

landlord within a specified period of 

time determined by statute. However, 

even if the inspector does not find viola­
tions for items you need repaired, you 
may bring in pictures to prove that the 
item is a violation. 

HP actions are most commonly re­
solved by the parties entering into a 
stipulation (agreement) in which the 
landlord commits to make repairs or 

provide services within a specified time 
period. If such repairs are not made, 

the tenant may restore the case to the 

court calendar using forms which the 

HP Clerk will provide and seek imposi­
tion of fines for the landlord's failure to 
make repairs. 

(Anita Eliot is a housing and benefits 
lawyer affiliated with the New York 

Lawyer's Guild. The Guild may be 
reached at 1212! ?'-'-..A.1R1 1 
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/IROIECUTORI TARBET 
ACffVIIT An-ORIIEY 

By A. Kronstadt 

The District Attorney's office has set 
an elaborate legal trap for radical attor­
ney Lynn Stewart in an attempt to 
have her jailed for contempt of court. 
Stewart has defended many notorious 
clients, including Blac_k Separatists 
accused in a 1982 Brinks Armored car 
robbery, and Larry Davis, who was ac­
quitted on charges of shooting six po­
lice officers in the Bronx. More recent­
ly, Stewart represented Sheik Abdul 
Rahman, an lslamic' fundamentalist 
spiritual leader charged and cor;,victed 
in a plot to bomb several New York 

City landmarks. Stewart has also 
handled cases for squatters and de­
fendants arrested at Tompkins Square 
Park protests. Currently, Stewart is de­
fending Damien Ponce, a Bronx man 
accused of supplying the gun used to 
shoot an NYPD captain. The shooting 
was allegedly in revenge for the chok­
ing death of Anthony Baez at the 
hands of police officer Livoti, who was 
acquitted of homicide days before. 

Stewart sees her representation of 
these unpopular defendants as the 

true reason for the prosecutors' zeal in 
pressing the unusual charges against 
her. In a case that took place five 
years ago, Stewart had been the attor­
ney for Dominick Maldonado, a small­
time cocaine dealer on the Lower East 
Side. The prosecutors in the Maldona­
do case made the rare move of sub­
poenaing Stewart before a grand jury 
for questioning about how her client, 

Maldonado, was paying his legal bills. 
Stewart, who has long taken a position 
against testifying before grand juries 
on the grounds that grand jury investi­
gations are often 'fishing expeditions" 
based on unfounded suspicions, de­
signed to implicate whole classes of 
people in crimes and intimidate wit-

nesses into acting as informers, re­

fused. When they obtained the sub­
poena, prosecutors in the Maldonado 
case were well aware of Stewart's 
scruples and knew that she would not 
testify. As a result, Stewart was indict­
ed for contempt of court, but the in­
dictment was later quashed by a judge 
in the "interests of justice." However, in 
early April of this year, the District At­
torney's office got a higher court to re­
instate the charges, which Stewart is 
now appealing. 

Stewart maintains that the prosecu­

torial move was an attempt to under­
mine "attorney-client reliability" by forc­
ing a lawyer to testify against her cli­
ent. She,has strong evidence that Mal­
donado's case had been sabotaged 
by the subpoena against her, be­
cause, when Maldonado heard that his 
lawyer had been subpoenaed, he of­
fered his own testimony to the grand 
jury without telling her. When he did 

this, he was appointed a "shadow'' law­
yer who worked behind the scenes 

while Stewart continued to make court 
appearances for him, unaware that the 
"shadow lawyer'' was now advising her 
client on the side. Maldonado went to 
trial with thE:3 other lawyer and was 
convicted and sentenced to 145 years 
in jail. He eventually committed sui­
cide at Attica State Prison. 

Stewart sees this prosecutorial on­
slaught not only as a move against her 
by vindictive prosecutors who are out 
to get the oft-s·uccessful defender of 

alleged cop-shooters, but as a move 
against the right to a fair trial generally. 
She told the SHADOW: "There's no­
thing left if they take away from a de­
fendant the idea that 'I have somebody 
on my side 100% who does not an­
swer to the district attorney." 
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Well, here we are again!! Since our last 
issue, there has been lots of mobilizing 
around issues of kop brutality and ex­
cessive force,· including kops using pep­
per spray indiscriminately and shooting 
those nice new 9mm automatic pistols 
at the drop of a hat. But, according to 
news reports, we've got a long way to 
go before anything really changes!! 

•••• 
Witnesses in the complaint filed with 
the Civilian Complaint Review Board 

(CCRB) against 9th precinct kops Col­
labro and Van Aker in their beating of 
Lower East Side writer Michael carter 
(See SHADOW #39 for more--Ed.) 
have received notice that the complaint 
has been investigated and "substanti­
ated" and has.. been for.yarded to the 
"Department Advocate" of the NYPD, 
who is"responsible for prosecuting "ad­
ministrative charges" against kops. 
Though surprising because the CCRB 
almost never finds that a complaint 
against a kop is legitimate, this still 
means nothing because an administra­

tive hearing, unlike a criminal hearing, 
is internal, and the offending kops never 
suffer anything worse than a warning or 
a few days suspension. So far, a hearing 
date has not been set. 

•••• 
On January 24, about 100 cops packed 
a courtroom (were they "on the job?") 
to protest a plea bargain worked out for 
three young men who found themselves 

in the middle of a kop shoot-out (or 
should we say "shoot-i!!?") which left 9th 
precinct kop Keith Prunty paralyzed 
from the waist down. As repor.ted in 

SHADOW #37, kops fired more than 
30 shots to kill one man during an 
alleged burglary of a deli that sold drugs 
on East Third Street. Kops arrested 
three others, all of whom were un­
armed, and it was not clear whether the 
dead man was armed either. In their 
zeal to kill, kops fired in each other's 
direction, and SHADOW sources later 
revealed that Prunty was shot twice by 
his own partner, Gerald Derby. Judge 
Shea took all of this into account and 
gave the three men less than half of the 
maximum sentences they could have re­
ceived if they had gone to trial. Accord­
ing to the Daily News, Derby could only 
say, "It's a disgrace." Prunty declined to 
comment. 

•••• 
On January 24, former NYC Transit Pa­
trolman's Benevolent Association head 
Ron Reale was indicted for racketeering 
and bribery. Also indicted were four 
others including James Lysaght and 
Peter Kramer, lawyers not only for the 

Transit PBA, but also the 38,800 mem­
ber NYPD's PBA with which they 
merged in 1995. The law firm of Ly­
saght and Kramer is paid over $5 mil­
lion each year in taxpayer money and 
union dues to defend city police officers, 
and has handled numerous police bru­
tality cases. The lawyers are charged 
with demanding kickbacks from other 
lawyers who represented transit cops; 
two former vice presidents of the Tran­
sit PBA, Frank Richardone and Thomas 
Zicchetello, also pleaded guilty to steal­
ing union funds to buy luxury cars. 

•••• 
On January 23, NYPD Deputy Inspec­
tor Henry M. Krantz was suspended 
without pay for alleged favoritism doled 
out by the gun licensing office that he 
headed in dispensing handgun permits. 

•••• 
A memo issued in the January/February 
bulletin of the NYPD Detectives bureau 
called upon every precinct detective 
squad to have on file in their precinct a 
copy of the most current yearbook for 

each junior and senior high school in its 
command. While Mayor Rudolph Giuli­
ani defended the policy by saying: 
"somelxxly would have to show me what 
the constitutional right is in having your 
picture in a yearbook protected and 

kept confidential," Principal Allen Lie­

bowitz of New Utrecht High School in 
Brooklyn has declined to furnish the po­
lice with a yearbook asking: "Why 
should every youngster in the communi­

ty ... be in a· police lineup?" 
•••• 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani has appointed 
Tosano J. Simonetti, who until March, 

1997, was deputy commissioner of the 
NYPD, to a seat on the Civilian Com­
plaint Review Board. In appointing for­
mer police second-in-command Simon­
etti to the CCRB, which investigates 
complaints of police misconduct, Giuli­
ani removed Raymond J. Aab, who had 
served on the CCRB for almost four 

years and who had recently defied Giuli­

ani by challenging an NYPD plan to in­
troduce the use of hollow point bullets 
by NYPD officers . 

•••• 
Jose Antonio Sanchez, 56, a cook at a 
social club in Corona, Queens, was shot 
and killed on February 22 by underco­
ver police who had come to investigate 
reports of liquor being ·served illegally at 

the club. Cops claim that Sanchez came 
at them with a knife, but it is not clear 
whether Sanchez, an immigrant from 
the Dominican Republic who spoke lit­
tle English, understood that the non­
uniformed officers were cops . 

••• 
In Harlem on February 13, two NYPD 
narcotics officers responding to a report 
of gunfire between gang members shot 
and seriously wounded Juval Green, 17, 
and Robert Reynoso, 18. No guns were 
recovered at the scene, and lawyers for 
the wounded youths claim that they 
were bystanders when the Officers 
Frank Serevedio and Jose Borrero fired 
13 shots at them. The names of the offi­
cers involved were not released until 15 
days after the shooting . 

••• 
In Fort Greene, Brooklyn, on March 19, 
police gassed and clubbed a crowd of 
young African-Amecicans who had ga­
thered to bid fareweltto,murdered hip­
hop star Christopher G. Wallace, a.k.a. 
Notorious B.I.G. Cops claimed that 
some of the spectators at the funeral 
procession danced on top of cars to 
B.I.G.'s music and drank beer and 
champagne in public, thus provoking 
the discharge of pepper spray into the 
crowd and the beating of several peo­
ple, one of whom was repeatedly struck 
in the head with a large can of pepper 
gas. Julia campbell, a reporter from the 
New York Times, was gassed and arrest­

ed for allegedly pushing a kop and en­
couraging others to resist the kops; the 
charges against her were later dis­
missed. 

• •• 
At about 3:30 A.M. on the morning of 
April 6, police responding to a call of a 
fracas at a party on 162nd Street and 
Amsterdam Avenue shot 16 year old 
Kevin Cedeno in the back. Initial re- ·~ 

ports by the police said that Cedeno 
had rushed at the cops with a machete, 

but a report by the New York City 
medical examiner confirmed witness re-

ports that Officer Anthony Pellegrini 
had shot him in the back. Witnesses to 
the shooting maintain that Cedeno, a 
West Indian youth, was fleeing a mob of 
Dominic~ns who had confronted him at 
the party when the cops arrived. The 
incident provoked a demonstration of a 
thousand Washington heights communi­
ty residents on April 10 . 

•••• 
On March 21, Bronx cops shot 48 year · 

old Donald Davidson six times, killing 
him, after responding to a 911 call from 

his daughter reporting that her father 
"had become argumentative and needed 
to be hospitalized." The police claim 
that Davidson had attacked them with a 
kitchen knife, but the same family mem­
bers who had summoned them maintain 
that Davidson was shot twice in the 
back by the cops while attempting to 
flee a cloud of pepper spray. Adrienne 

Matthews, Davidson's daughter, said 

that when she opened the door the cops 
were standing there holding styrofoam 
cups of coffee and that one of them 
said: "I'm on my coffee break; this bet­
ter be good." 

•••• 
The NYPD has announced the intention 
to switch to a stronger form of pepper 
spray by the end of 1997. The inflam­
matory gas, which is made from an ex­
tract of cayenne pepper, has been used 

to disperse demonstrators in situations 
ranging from Lower East Side squatter 
demonstrations to protests by City Uni­
versity students over tuition increases. 
Complaints about use of the spray rose 
254% between 1994 and 1995. Several 
cases are on record of people who have 
been sprayed with the chemical later 
dying while in police custody. 

•••• 
On April 17, the New York Times 

reported that former NYPD narcotics 
detective Constantine Chronis, who is 
free on $200,000 bail on charges that he 
helped another man beat Shane 
Daniels, a young African American, into 
a coma in a Westhampton Beach, Long 
Island parking lot, is attempting to have 
his charges dismissed. Chronis stands 
accused of having held his service revol­
ver on a group of Shane Daniel's 
friends as Chronis' drinking buddy and 
fellow lxxly builder Austin Offen pum­
meled Daniels with a steel steering 

wheel lock. Chronis' lawyer maintains 
that Chronis' action in holding Daniels' 
potential defenders at gunpoint was an 

attempt to break up a "brawl." Daniels 

still suffers from lost peripheral vision in 
one eye and walks with a limp . 

••• 
An Allegheny Pennsylvania judge ruled 
on April 22 that two white cops who 
had been accused of beating Black mo­
torist Johnny Gammage to death in 
1995 should not be tried for involuntary 
manslaughter. Judge David cashman 
ruled that the prosecutor "had bowed to 
public pressure" in filing charges against 
former Lieutenant Milton Mulholland 
and officer Michael Albert. Gammage, 

who was driving a Jaguar through the 
exclusive Pittsburgh suburb of Brent­

wood, was stopped because police saw 
his brake lights flashing. When he 
emerged from the car, he was carrying a 
cellular telephone that the cops claim to 
have mistaken for a weapon. The cops 
pinned Gammage to the pavement 
causing him to suffocate from pressure 
to his head and neck . 

•••• 
When your surfing the internet, check 

out the Global Kap Watch site run by 

SHADOW Kap-Watchers. You can 

share experiences and kop photos with 
the rest of the world. The address is: 
http://mediafilter.org/globocop. 

•••• 
If you have anything to share with Kap­
Watch (reports, photos, undercover kop 
car license plates, etc.), please send it 
to: The SHADOW, P.O. Box 20298, 

New York, NY ~0009, Attn: Kap-Watch 

Start A 

FOOD 
NOT 
BOMBS 

Group In your community 

You can begin feeding the hungry 
and working for peace by starting 
a Food Not Bombs group in your 
community. Food Not Bombs is a 
nonviolent all-volunteer network 
that provides free, hot vegetarian 
meals and political support to low 
income people in over 50 
communities in North Americ~ and 
Europe. Food Not Bombs is 
empowering, _giwarding and FUN! 
Send $10 to Food Not Bombs for 
our helpful 128-page book that 
includes the steps for starting and 
maintaining a food recovery 
program, 30 vegan recipes for 
feeding 100 people and logos, 
flyers and letters you can reprint. 

FOOD NOT BOMBS 
3145 Geary Blvd. #12• San Francisco, CA 94118 

or call 
1-800-884-1136 

for free information 

FOURTH ANNUAL MAYDAY PIG ROAST 
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RACIAL JUSTICE DAY MARCH 
RAPS POLICE BRUTALITY 

By Karen Norden 

"Dump Giuliani and cbffl klller cops!" These words echoed throughout Lower Man­
hattan on Aprll 7 as thousands gathered In City Hall Park for Racial Justice Day 
1997. The annual rally, sponsored by the National Congress for Puerto Rican Rights, 
protests police brutality and racial violence-both all-too-frequent occurrences In this 
often racially divided city. Just one day before the protest, sixteen-year-old Kevin 

Cedeno was shot In the back by klller cop Anthony Pelllgrlnl. Cedeno was walklng 
away from the officer when Pelligrini, later cit-Ing self-defense, shot him from behind, 
execution style. Pollce brass made a big stink about how Cedeno had a record and 
was carrying a machete (admlttedly not a good Idea) but since when Is that grounds 
for execution? Cedeno's distraught mother asked that of the pollce as she addressed 
the crowd In City Hall Park. She was Joined by famlly members of other pollce vic­
tims, Including Anthony Baez, who was kllled by chokehold-wleldlng cop Francis 
Uvotl. Uvotl was recently dismissed from the force, largely due to the efforts of the 
organizers of Racial Justice Day. 

The huge rally, orlglnally scheduled for March 31 but postponed because of the 
weather, started at 5 P.M. In front of City Hall and then proceeded to march through 
the streets of Lower Manhattan. Although the rally had been planned for months, the 
media Interpreted the demo as a response to the shooting of Kevin Cedeno. Camer­
as rolled as pollce victims marched alongside supporters from the National Congress 

for Puerto Rican Rights, Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence, Parents Against 
Pollce Brutallty, and other groups, Including SHADOWcopwatchers. After the nearly 
two-hour march, the rally cul-mlnated In a concert and speakout In Washington 
Square Park. 

To get more Involved In the Issue of pollce brutallty, call the NCPRR at 631-4263. 
Also read SHADOWllstlngs and KOPWATCH. 

CUL1URAL HERO, SNAPPY SAMMY SMOOT, SEZ ••••••• 
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LAWYERS AND ACTIVISTS SI ~4M 

POLICE BRUTALI'JY 
By Angela Mehira Bocage Gilden 

On the weekend of April 25-27, the 
first National Emergency Conference on 
Police Brutality was convened by the 
Center for Constitutional Rights and the 
New York City chapter of the National 

Lawyers Guild; the conference was 
joined by anti-racist organizations from 
all over the country. Initial sessions, 
including a packed Town Meeting that 

· filled Hunter College's main auditorium 
to overflowing, addressed the extent of 
what participants repeatedly referred to 
as "epidemic" police abuse. Participants 
spoke passionately of loved ones mur­
dered and murders and assaults tllat 
were covered up. Themes emerged that 

were echoed throughout the conference: 

that a climate of police impunity bol­

stered by a "code of silence" and facili­
tated by an "us and them" attitude-­
according to Ron Hampton of the Na­
tional Black Officers' Association and a 
speaker from Black Cops Against Police 
Brutality--infects even recruits of color 
"from the day they enter the doors of 

the Police Academy." 
A speaker who had resigned from 

New York's Civilian Complaint Review 
Board decried the powerlessness of such 

review without "teeth"--without sub­
poena power and an independent pro­
secutor to investigate and vigorously 
prosecute cop crime. He joined the 
African-American officers in citing the 
Police Academy as a breeding ground 
for a racist and brutal police "corporate 
culture" as well as a waste of the tax­
payers' money: "Everything an officer 

needs to know about criminology and 
police science could be learned better 
and more cheaply at John Jay [College 
of Criminal Justice]--the Academy fos­
ters instead separation from the com­
munities." 

A fact sheet distributed by Amnesty 

International underscored the fact that 
most of the cops policing New York 

come from white enclaves. A bitter twist 
to the recent murder of young Kevin 
Cedeno, shot in the back by police in 
Washington Heights, was brought for­
ward by a neighborhood organizer who 
spoke of recent transfers out of Wash­
ington Heights of Black and Hispanic 
officers who knew Kevin and had played 
afterschool basketball with him. 

Despite these critiques, a deeper 
theme of this conference was the need 

for much more than reform. Van Jones, 

who works with San Francisco Police 
Watch, spoke of the effectiveness and 
strength of organizing against police 
abuses. SFPW is part of Bay Area Cop 

Observation Network (BACON), which 

was also represented by Danyell from 
Berkeley's Copwatch. BACON has not 
only succeeded in raising awareness on 
the issue and getting rid of problem 
pork, but has also brought about the re­
signations of the three members of the 
SF Mayor's elite police commission who 
supported the bad cops. "Anybody who 
says,'they're so big and powerful and 
we're so disorganized and helpless' -­
that's BULLSHIT," asserts Jones. 

However, Jones, lik~ Richie Perez of 
the National Congress of Puerto Rican 

Rights, Loretta Prenthorn of Buffalo's 
police brutality task force, and many 
other community members, emphasized 
that police brutality could only be 
stopped completely by transforming the 
system out of which it arises--a system 
in which cops exist to protect the op­
pressors and their property from the op­
pressed and their anger. Perez insisted 
that we also "be very clear: voting is not 
gonna do it!" Like many, he trusts in­
stead people taking action--as Van 

Jones put it, "militant in-your-face 
action." 

Among other speakers equally clear 
on the need for organized mobilization 
of all types was a representative of the 
Uhuru movement from South Florida, 
where an African American community 
practiced self-defense--in the face of a 

concerted police attack on their neigh­
borhood after a young man was mur­
dered during a police traffic stop--so 
effectively that they brought down a po­
lice helicopter! Lawyers from Chicago 
recounted a case where a twenty-year 

reign of terror by a police official who 

had brought back torture equipment 
from Vietnam and used it systematically 
against African-American detainees was 
exposed and forced out by good team­
work between lawyers and organizers. 
The conference offered a sobering over­
view of police abuse, but also a hopeful 
beginning to national organizing and in­
formation sharing. To be part of our on­
going efforts to track and register in­
stances of police abuse or inquire about 
materials from the conference, call the 

Center for Constitutional Rights at: 

(212) 614-6464. 
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