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HOW THE COMTRAI INVADED 
THE UM/TED STATES 

By Dennis Bernstein and Robert Knight 
(Special To The SHADOW) 

Wanda Palacio watched the Hercules 
cargo plane roll to a stop on the tarmac 
of Bar:yiquilla International Airport, lo­
cated ii, the Andean foothills just off 
the azure Atlantic waters of Columbia's 
,northern coast. According to Palacio, 
the aircraft bore the markings of 
Southern Air Transport, a private air­
line once asoociated with retired Viet­
na!)1-era Air Force general Richard Se­
cord, who would later purchase a securi­

ty fence for the home of Contra point 
man Lt. Col. Oliver North. 

Palacio was in Baranquilla that day 
to arrange a cocaine deal with ,her host, 
Jorge Luis Ochoa, at the time C.Olum­
bia's most ambitious drug lord. As she 
watched two men in green uniforms re­
move two green military trunks out of 
the plane and on to a truck, her host 
explained his operation: "Ochoa told me 
that the plane was a CIA plane and that 
he was exchanging guns for drugs." The 
crew, he said, were CIA agents, and 
"these shipments came each Thursday 
from the CIA, landing at dusk. Some­
times they brought guns, sometimes they 
took U.S. products such as washing ma­
chines, gourmet food, fancy furniture or 
other items for the traffickers which 
they could not get in Colombia. Each 

time, Ochoa said, they took back drugs." 
In her 1987 sworn testimony before 

Senator John Kerry's Senate Subcom­

mittee on Narcotics and International 
Terrorism, Palacio acknowledged that 
she could not confirm the operation was 

being conducted by the CIA. But, she 

added, "Obviously, what I saw raised 
many questions about the source of the 
U.S. weapons which I know Ochoa has 
obtained." 

Wars Go Better With Coke 

That was not the only time such an 

exchange was witnessed by the Puerto 
Rican born Palacio, a former airline 

employee who married an upper-class 
Colombian whose social circle included 

"people deeply involved in the drug 

trade." Concerned for the safety of her 
daughter, she eventually volunteered to 
work with the FBI because, she said, "I 
was angry about what drugs were doing 
to the people I knew and to the United 
States Government itself." 

As an FBI operative, Palacio would 
later realize the extent of the damage 
done to the United States Government 
by the guns-for-drugs exchanges that 
permeated the hemisphere during the 
early-to-mid-1980s. "To my great regret," 
she testified, "the Bureau has told me 
that some of the people I identified as 
being involved in drug smuggling are 
present or past agents of the Central 

Intelligence Agency." 
And, according to Palacio's deposi­

tion, it was not only the CIA that was 
involved with drug smugglers. Palacio 
told Senator Kerry that she spoke to the 
FBI about many individuals with the 
U.S. government that were involved in 
illegal drug operations. "We have exten­
sively discussed drug-related corruption 
in the United States, including a region­
al director of U.S. customs, a federal 

judge, air traffic controllers in the FAA, 
a regional director of immigration, and 

other government officials." 
Wanda Palacio is only one of scores 

of people to come forward with first­
hand evidence of officially sanctioned 

Continued On Page 6 

.THE CALIFORNIA 
MEDICAL MARUUANA REBELLION: 

Dennis Peron, Dan Lungren 
and the Battle for Proposition 215 

By Bill Weinberg 

DENNIS PERON WITH A BOTTLE OF MEDICAL 

"MARIJUANA CIGARETTES" 

The battle for Proposition 215, California's groundbreaking medical marijuana 

initiative has been won. Or perhaps only the first round has been won. Approved 

by California's voters, It now faces a struggle In the courts. The forces of 

Intolerance represented by the federal Drug War apparatus and California 

Attorney General Dan Lungren are not going to take 215 lying down. The 

grassroots rebellion for medical marijuana faces a struggle to defend Its 

hard-won turf. SHADOW reporter BIii Weinberg takes an In-depth look. 

California is a state of schizophrenic 
political extremes. It has some of the 
nation's most fiercely conservative coun­
ties--like notorious Orange':.-as well as 
the nation's most wide-open city--San 
Francisco, Babylon on the Bay. The 
struggle for the medical mariju;m_a initi­
ative--Proposition 215--was a struggle of 
Northern California versus Southern 
California, urban versus heartland, 

freaks ("druggies" and "faggots") versus 

the majority culture. These opposing 
forces are represented by the two men 
pitted against each other in the battle 
for 215--California Attorney General 
Dan Lungren and San Francisco medi­
cal marijuana crusader Dennis Peron. 

Dennis Peron was a part of the hip­
pie wave that ai:rived in San Francisco 
three decades ago. The Bronx boy 

arrived in 1970 straight from the 
trenches of Vietnam, where he had de­

cided, in the face of death, to come out 
of the closet, as a gay man and as a 

marijuana afficionado. San Francisco 
was a cultural haven, even by the stan­
dards of the hedonistic 1970s. Peron set­
tled in the gay Castro district, opened 
the now-legendary Big Top marijuana 
supermarket, and got close to Super­
visor Harvey Milk and Mayor George 
Moscone, champions of San Francisco 

as an Open City. The dream came tum­
bling down in 1978, when Milk and 

Moscone were gunned down by Twin­

kie-crazed Supervisor (and ex-cop) Dan 
White. But Peron desperately kept the 
dream alive in the age of Reagan and 
AIDS, when real estate and high fi­
nance booms transformed San Francis­
co. He watched his own lover die of the 
disease which ravaged the gay commun­
ity--and his strategies transformed from 

a defense of '70s-style hedonism to 

a struggle for survival in the medical 
emergency of the '90s. His showmanship 
and charisma made him a focus--and a 
target. The most powerful man to target 
him is California Attorney General Dan 
Lungren--described by the Sacramento 

News & Review as "the single most dan­

gerous adversary one could go up 
against in the Golden State." 

Bay Area Municipal Revolt 

The August 4 raid (see SHADOW 
#39) was Dan Lµngren's first move 
against Dennis Peron's San Francisco 
Cannabis Buyers Club--which also 
served as campaign_ headquarters for 
Proposition 215, the statewide referen­
dum on legalizing medical marijuana. 

Continued On Page 8 
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LANDLORD "GREED: 
IT'S NOT WHAT WE .NEED! 

By A. Kronstadt · 

On December 5, New York State 
Senator Joseph Bruno, leader of the 
State Senate's Republican majority, 

announced his threat to single-hand­
edly block renewal.of New York State's 

rent regulations--i.e., the laws that have 
kept rents affordable for millions of 

state residents, particularly in New 

York City, when they come up for re­

newaf tt,is June. Bruno told the Rent 

Stabilization Association (the Orwellian 

name of a landlord interest group) that 

he would use his influence in the state 

Senate to prevent a vote extending the 
fifty-year-old laws for another two 

years. 
, Because only 60,000 of the approxi­

mately one million New York State resi­

dents who benefit from legal limits .on 
their rent live outside New York City, 

. Bruno, who comes from far upstate 

Renssel_aer County, has no right to talk · 

ab.out this life-and-death iss.ue .. Joe 

Bruno is a dead-moose-on-the-wall up­

state Republican; his constituents are 

white people who fled New York City, 
or jail guards paid to lock up the sons 

of N'fC, Joseph Bruno and his legisla­
tive cohorts represent an alien force 

that hates us and would like to see us 
all rot in hell. Kill all the people and sell 

all the property! --that is their motto. 

Getting ·rid of rent regulations, like get­

ting rid of welfare, is a good way to 

take out the trash. Furthermore, the 

pols are getting paid to take out the 

trash: three major landlord groups 
have made $700,000 in campaign con­
tributions to New York State legisla­

tors; the politicians have received 
countless more from individual land­

lords. 
Rent regulations, often taking the 

form of rent freezes, have existed on 

and off in New York City since World 

War I and continuously since 1947. : 
From that year until the late 1960s, vir­

tually all buildings in which six or more 

apartments were rented to the public 

were covered by rent control. The old 
version of the law amounted to a near 

moratorium on rent increases. The 

1950s are often pointed to (particularly 
by conservatives) as golden years for 
New York City, with high employment 

and a low crime rate. However, under­

lying this era of stability and traditional 

values was a strict system that pre­

served communities by preventing 
sudden hikes in rent. Rent regulation 
was greatly weakened in 1969 when 

Rockefeller Republicans in the legisla­

ture decreed a two-tiered system in 

.which tenants already occupying their 
apartments would continue under rent 
control--whereas those moving into · 

their apartments after 1969 would be 

subject to a system called •rent stabili­

zation,• which would give landlords 

regular but still limited increases. 

Under rent stabilization, the average 

rent on a New York City apartment has 
approximately tripled over the past 
twenty years, whereas the average 
rent on a decontrolled apartment has 

approximately sextupled. 
Also over the past twenty years, 

millions of apartments ,have fallen 

through the cracks in the rent regula­

tions and have become "decontrolled.• 

Buildings have been converted into co­

operatives, in which the owner of an 

apartment is entitled to rent it out for • · 

as much as the market will bear. 
Apartments and whole buildings have 

been renovated by landlords, who 

have then been_permitted to r~se the 

rents to the market level under a 

something called "Major Capital 

Improvements.-• Old residency hotels 

have been-converted to cooperatives 
or replaced by fa·ncy apartment build-

. ings exempt from rent regulations--in 

other words, a substantial number of 

apartments are now bringing in mega­

profits for property owners. Middle 

class residents of Manhattan pay 

$1 ,000 a month or more for a tiny stu­
dio and $3,000 or more for anything 

big enough to house a family. The 
cheapest apartments .on the fringes of 

Queens seldom rent for less than half 

this much. When you consider that a 

minimum wage job in New York City 
pays $5.25 per hour, or $210 per 40-
hour week, it is easy to see how a lot 

of people-would .not be able to live 

where they li'-'.e, or anywh~re else in 

the city, without rent regulations. 

Landlord advocates speak of 

rent regulation as if it were some hor­
rendous violation of their rights under 
the free enterprise system, but in fact 
they are no more so than regulations 

on interest. Limits on rent, like limits on 

interest, are measures -intended to . 

contain the human costs of monopoly. 
When a small number of people con­

trol a commodity that is in limited .sup­

ply and which a great many people 

need, this minority can do great da­

mage to society. Banks are in such a 
position because they control vast • 
sums of money that people must bor­

row from them to keep their busi-

- nesses going. Landlords are also in 

such a position because they control 

space that people need to live and 
produce. 

Human beings in a civilized society 
need money to live and produce, but 
perhaps more fundamentally they ' 

need a place.in which to do it. In a city 

like New York, space is a particularly 

scarce commodity and vast stretches 

of land and multitudes of buildings are 

owned by limited numbers of people. 

In the absence of rent regulations, 

these few people will take advantage 

of their monopolies to drive the price 

of space up. Because there-are many 
people competing for space in New 

:·York City bl,lt few people who own it, 
there is little competition among the 
owners to force ·them to keep 'their 

prices down. Therefore, in a place like 
New York, rent ·regulation is the only 

way to maintain stable communities--
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just as regulation of interest rates has , 

been the only way to maintain a stable 

economy. 

There is a largely unchallenge.d 

myth in NYC, believed by many ten­

ants who pay high rents, that they are 
paying, $1000 a month for .their little 

apartments because their ne)(t-door 

neighbor pays only $400. Wher~ is the 
proof for this? The landlords don't' 

want to get rid of rent regulations be­

cause they want to make things fair, 

but because they want to make them­
selves rich. If rent regulations are 

abolished, everyone will be paying a 

thousand dollars a month! A common 

myth that we hear over and over again 

is that building owners "have to 

charge• newcomers to New York exor­

bitant rents because the old tenants 
are getting a cheap ride under the rent 
laws. This is probably the most widely. 

accepted unproven assumption in New 
York, and rent-poor citizens looking for 
a scapegoat are too often ready to 
accept it. But think for a moment: with 

the worldwide demand for space in 

Manhattan, how can anyone say that 

landlords will not raise everybody's · 
rent through the skylight -if the rent 

regulations are not retained? Is there 
any tenant who believes that it is unfair 
for me to pay $400 per month for the 

same apartment that he or she is pay­

ing $1200 per month for, but that it will 

somehow be fair when we are both 

paying $1200 per month? 

The tenants of New York, the major­

ity, are now in the same situation that . 

Lower East Side squatters faced alone 

just weeks ago. The.big daddies of 

government are lined up against the 

majority now. Having tested their law­

yers and tanks against the squatters, 
they are now training them on the rest 

of us. 

We cannot let these Albany bas­

tards get away with what they want to 
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do to us. We cannot depend on the 

Democrats. We cannot depend on 

Sheldon Silver, lily-livered Speaker of 

the State Assembly and Assemblyman 
from part of the Lower East Side. Sil-

. ver was already waffling just hours af­

ter -Bruno's declaration ~f war on rent 

regulations: He tolq the New York 
Times on December 6: "I think that in 

the course of the next six months, 
there's a lot of give and take." Silver is 

already giving, and Bruno is already 

taking--glving and taking our homes 

away from us, that is. State Senator 

Martin Connor, the Senate Democratic 

leader and State Senator from a big 
gerry-mandered swath of the Lower 

East Side, sent his "What Lies Ahead 

Jor New York" letter to his constituents 

this xmas witt,out a word about pre­
·serving the rent regulations. These 

politicians tnust be swept into the gar­

bage can of history by a popular insur­
gency. An intransigent people must 
ride Sheldon Silver, Martin Connor, 

and city councilman/landlord puppet 

Antonio Pagan out to the East River on 

a rail. We must tar and feather them, 
roll them into a tight sticky ball with the 

landlord scum who make our li.ves 

miserable, and hang ·them by their 

heels like Mussolini! Let's fight to keep 

- rent regulations because they keep 

New York what it has always been--our 

home! 
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NEWYEAR DAWNS 
FOR MUMIA ABU-JAMAL 

By A. Kronstadt 

Dominating the news In Mumla 
abu-Jamal's legal battle against the 
death penalty this year Is the fantas­
tic story of Veronica Jones, a wit­
ness who had testified for the prose­
cution at Mumla's orlglnal trlal. 
Mumla, a Black Journallst and revo-
lutlonary, has been on death row 
since being convicted In the Decem­
ber 9, 1981 shooting death of a Phll-

-adelphla ponce officer. 

Jones, who worked as a prosti­
tute In Phlladelphla's Center City 
area, was near the Intersection 
where Officer Danlel Faulkner was 

~ gunned down. On that night, she 
;,-; told pollce lnv-.stlgators that she 
o had seen two men run from the 
~ 

accurate. Between the shooting and 
the trlal, Jones explalned, she was 
arrested for armed robbery-charged 
with having two loaded plstols In her 
waistband. Sitting In Jall and facing a 
potentlal ten years and loss of her 
three Infant daughters, she was ap­
proached by two plalnclothes detec­
tives who offered her a deal In ex­
change for not helping Mumla's 
case. After she gave the testimony 
the cops wanted, Jones was given 
probation on the felony charges. 
Judge Albert Sabo, who had tolera­
ted numerous lrregularltles during 
Mumla's trlal and who sentenced 
Mumla to death, refused to hold a 
hearing on Jones' new testlmony­
untll the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court forced him to do so on Octo­
ber 10, 1996. On the stand, Jones 
said: "They told me I'd have to do 10 
years away from my chlldren If I said 
what I saw ... l couldn't leave my ba­
bies.• 

< scene of the shooting, an observa-
2S z tlon that was confirmed by several 
C/) 

KIDS STICK IT TO DISNEY· 
· By Jack Dawkins 

Loudly expressing their anger over the Disney Corporation's use of underpaid 
sweat shops and child labor in other countries, about 150 people, many of them 

c_hildren, braved cold wind and rain to demonstrate in front of Disney's crowded store 

at Fifth Avenue and 55th Street. 
The demo capped "Disney Week," a week of demonstrations, teach-ins and school 

activities focusing on the low wages and miserable working conditions forced upon 

those who manufacture Disney products. 

Cops quickly set up barricades to pen in demonstrators on 55th Street, where they 

would not be seen by most of the holiday shoppers. But several wily protestors and 
seasoned SHADOW readers joined this reporter in ignoring the cops and directly con­
fronted Disney .shoppers as they. entered the store. This greatly irritated the beefy 
Disney security guards who glared at us, clenching their ham-like fists. · 

Despite the occasional selfish response like, "I can shop where I want to shop," 
most people were genuinely shocked when told of the horrific conditions under which 

Disney laborers make the cute dolls, stuffed animals and children's clothing decorated 

with Disney cartoon characters. 

Workers Get 28 Cents An Hour 
"The most fundamental human and workers' rights are being violated on a daily 

basis," said Charles Kernighan of the National Labor Committee, who organized the 

demonstration, and who. has visited many Disney factories in Haiti. "No one can survive 
on 28 cents an hour -- even in Haiti, which is not a cheap place to live. Supervisors put 
enormous, constant pressure on workers to go faster, denying them the use of a bath­

room. They yell, scream, threaten and curse the workers. Sexual harassment is com­
mon. If the company even suspected that a worker was interested in organizing, they 

would be thrown out of the factory immediately. Workers are living in incredible poverty 
and misery." 

In Haiti, workers who sew children's clothing that carry the images of the Lion King, 

the Hunchback of Notre Dame, Pocahontas and Mickey Mouse are paid as little as 28 

cents an hour. They often work in hot, poorly-ventilated, rat-infested factories. Accord­
ing to WBAI radio reporter David Sears; 28 cents an hour is less than half of what it 

takes to provide a subsistence income in Haiti. In Burma, where the military dictator­
ship is the·major own~r of the factories, wages are even lower. 

Disney CEO Gets $97,000 An Hour 
Meanwhile, Disney- Chief Executive Officer Michael Eisner is paid about $97,000 an 

hour to oversee the Disney Corporation's operations. This month, when talent agent 

Michael Ovitz left his executive position at Disney, he receiyed $90 million in severanc~ 
pay. 

"It's really sick," said Ivan Robertson of Manhattan, who was holding a sign which 

read: "DISNEY HAVE A CONSCIENCE." "When you consider the vast profits they're 
making, you'd think they would pay people a living wage." 

Some demonstrators wore costumes of smiling Disney characters and handed out 
what appeared to be gift-wrapped advertising, but were actually leaflets detailing the 

truth about Disney's greed. There was a short march up Fifth Avenue, some speeches, 
and children waved their signs at shoppers and passing cars. 

"I used to love my Pocahontas and Lion King dolls, but I can't play with them any­
more until Disney treats their workers better and pays them more money," said Leah 

Sapin, a nine year old from Brooklyn who attended the demo with several of her 
friends. 

Six thousand letters from people objecting to Disney's sweat shop practices have 
been received by Disney. According to WBAI, a fourth grade class in Brooklyn wrote to 

several corporations, including Disney, asking what they intend to do about sweat 

shops and child labor in other countries. All of the companies responded, except 
Disney. 

The SHADOW urges readers to boycott and encourage others to boycott Disney 

products and to write Disney to demand that they clean up their act. Letters should be 
addressed to: 

Michael Eisner, CEO 

Walt Disney Company 

500 Sout_h Buena Vista Street 
Burbank, CA 91522 

other persons who made statements 
to the pollce that night. Mumla was 
not able to run anywhere-he had 
been found lylng crltlcally wounded 
at the scene, less than ten feet away 

from the pollce officer whom he was 
later accused of shooting to death. 
At Mumla's trial, however, Jones · 
denied seeing anyone run from 
where Faulkner was shot. (See 
SHADOWS #37 and #38 for more-­
Ed.) 

Fourteen years after Mumla's 
conviction, defense Investigators 
working to get Mumla a new trial 
located Veronica Jones, now llvlng 

In New Jersey. Jones told them ·that 

she had lled at Mumla's trial, that 

her first statement to the cops on 

the night of the murder had been 

After Jones' retraction, the pollce 
were quick to retract the favor that 
they had done for her In 1982. Citing 
an almost two-year old bench war­
rant against Jones stemming from a 
$250 bad check case, cops took the 
thirty-five year old woman off th.e 
stand In handcuffs. Hours later, Phll­
adelphla ponce announced that they 
were arresting Jones oh a prostltu- _ 
tlon charge dating back to 1982. As 
she was being led out of the court­
room by the cops, Jones told a by­
stander-"You think that's going to 
make me change ~y story? It's not!" 

HUND,R~DS RALLIED FOR MUMIA ON WALL STREET ON DECEMBER £ 
. . 

CLASS ACTION SUff AGAINST IRS 
· VIA THE INTERNET 

(From Neo-Tech Worldwide) 
Have you, a famlly member, a 

friend or loved one ever been d• 
frauded, looted, hurt, Injured, brutal­
ized, or destroyed by the Internal re­
venue Service (IRS)? Did no one 
help you, sympathize with you, or 
even llsten to you, even though you 
and your famlly were crl1111nally vio­
lated? Do you want legal justice? Do 
you want to alleviate the sufferings 
and fears caused by the IRS? You 
can now safely participate In an In­
spiring class-action-type lawsuit 
against the IRS, Its armed .agents of 
force, Its paid Informants, and those 
polltlclans responsible for Illegal tax 
laws, fraudulent assessments, regu~ 
latlons, penalties, II ens, · levies, sel-· 
zures, and garnishments. These 
class-action law~ults will be based 

on cruel-and-unusual punishment In 
violation of the 8th Amendment of 

the BIii .of Rights In the United 
States Constitution. Ending those 
IRS cruelties Is the route to every­
one1s prosperity and happiness. 

For Information, review the IRS­

class-action home page at Its cyber- . 
sp•ce address: · http://www.neo-tech. 
com/Ira-class-action.com. In addi­
tion, Join the discussions on the . 
Ellmlnate-the IRS Newsgroup at: 
alt.lrs.ciass-actlon.. _ · 

You can add to the: expanding 
legal arsenal of legal evidence slmp-­
ly by reveallng how the fR·s has 
harmed you or others, by E-malllng: 
sue@lrs.class-a~lon.com. Also, reaJj 

the latest .IRS abuse reports at: http: 

//www.neo-tech.com/lrs-cl•n-actlon. 
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REPUBLICANS PREPARE ASSAULT 
ON RENT LAWS!! 

By Steven Wlshnla 

With New York State's rent laws due 

to expire in six months,·Republicans in 

Albany are preparing· to unleash an ar­
senal of proposals to weaken tenant 

protections. 
"The people are not being benefited 

under the current Jaw. We have to 
change it," says Bob Farley, counsel to 
the State Senate Housing Committee. 
He argues that eliminating rent regula­
tions would actually bring lower rents 
apd says "it would be jrresponsible" for 

the state not to consider Jetting them 

expire. 
Rent regulations--both rent control . 

and rent stabilization--affecting over 2 
million New Yorkers, expire June 15. If 
they are not reqewed, rent-co1_1trolled 
tenants--about 100,000 households, 
mainly elderly--could either be arbitrari­
ly evicted or face monster _rent increa~s 
at the end of that month. Tenants in the 
city's million rent-sta_bilized apartments 
would face the same .fate at the end of 

their leases. 
But renewal must be passed by both 

houses of the state Legislature, includ­
ing the Republican-dominated State 

Senate, and signed by Governor George 
Pataki. The Rent Stabilization Associa­
tion, city landlords' main lobbying 
group, has given thousands of dollars to 
key politicians. On Dec. 5, State Senate 
Majority Leader Joseph Bruno (R-Ren­
sselaer), a prime recipient of RSA 
largesse, promised landlords assembled 
for the g~oup's annual meeting that he 
would "liberate the city" and abolish 

rent controls. 
Tenant activists are focusing on the 

Legislature, where Assembly Housing 
Committee chair Vito Lopez CD-Brook­
lyn) says the battle will be "the financial 
strength of landlord interests versus the 
political mobilization of tenants." "The 
more tenants are organized, the better 
it is," says Ben Powell, housing issues 
staffer for State Sen. Catherine Abate 

(D-Manhattan ). 
Despite Pataki's past oppositidn' to 

rent regulations, some observers say the 
political consequences of completely 
eliminating them would be too much for 
him: "It's ilot politically possible," says 

Powell. "It would be too c'ruel, impracti­
cal." The specter of 82-year-old widows 
being-tossed out in !he snow when their 
rent gets jacked up from $250 to $1,100 

might spook the governor's chances of 

getting re-<:lected in 1998. 
But even if the Republicans in Al­

bany accede to renewing the rent laws, 
there are a host of changes they could 
push through to eviscerate them. These 
include vacancy decontrol, in which 

apartments become deregulated when 

the tenant moves out; decontrolling 
buildings with 20 or fewer apar_tments; 

lowering the threshold for high-rent 
decontrol from $2,000 a month to 

$1,000; eliminating rent controls on 

apartments occupied by tenants above a , 

certain income; elirilinating rent controls 
for all except Jhe elderly; and requiring 
rent-striking tenants tb deposit their 

rent with the courts. 
Farley, counsel tc;, the Senate com­

mittee chaired by Putnam County Re­
publican Vincent Leibell, says ·repealing 

the laws completely wouldn't be a bad 

idea. Deregulation lowered prices in the 
airline industry, he says. If rent controls 
were eliminated, he contends, it would 

spark a building boom and tlie in­

creased housing supply would bring 

lower rents. 
How this would work in the real 

world is hard to understand. Land 
prices, mortgage -rates, and construction 
costs--the biggest expenses in building 
new housing--wouldn't go down if rent 
regulations were eliminated. "How do 
you know-they wouldn't?" Farley re­
sponds. And new housing iJl New York 
City is already exempt from rent con­
trols unless the owner takes a tax break. 

He answers that developers are scared 
off by the possibility that their buildings 

might come under regulation someday. 
Farley adds that he would "absolute­

ly" endorse a means test for upper­
middle-class and rich tenants. "We 
shouldn't have subsidized housing for 
millionaires," he says, adding that there 

Continued On Next Page 
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STABILIZATION 

' 
ASSOCIATION: 
WHO PAYS AND 
WHO'BENEFITS? 
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By Steven Wishnia 

The Rent Stablllzatlon Associa­

tion, city landlords' main Jobbylng 
group, has spent mllllons of dollars 
buying support for Its battle to 
eliminate rent regulations. 

It was one of the earliest- big 
contributors to New York City Mayor 
Rudy Glullanl's re-election cam­
paign; the Mayor has said he sup­
ports preserving rent controls, but 
signed a law weakening them In 
1994, when the City Council deregu-
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lated hlg_h-rent apartments. State 
Senate Majority Leader Joseph 
Bruno Is the biggest roadblock to 
renewing the laws; the RSA gave his 
Sen,te Republican Campaign Com­
mittee $174,000 In 1996. Newly­
elected Washington Heights Assem­
blymember Adriano Espaillat got 
over $20,000 In RSA money for the 
Democratic primary last September, 
when he unseated an Incumbent 
with a strong pro-tenant record. And 
the landlord group was the biggest ' 
single contributor to Lower East 
Side Councllmember Antonio 
Pagan's 1993 campaign. 

The RSA was originally founded 
to oversee the city's rent-stabiliza­
tion system, established In 1969. 
That control was shifted over to the 
state In 1984, when the conflict of 

Interest between administering the 
system and pressuring the Legisla­
ture to abolish It became too blatant­
ly obvious. 

These days, Its main base Is the 
group of about 3,000 landlords who 
own 70 percent of the city's r.ent-sta­
blllzed apartments. (The other land­
lord groups, Community Housing 
Improvement Program and Small 
Property Owners of New York, are 
geared -more to the smaller fish 
among the city's 25,000-odd owners 
of rental property.) However, the 
RSA finds spotlighting small land­
lords' complaints a good political 
strategy. Smaller owners are much 
more likely to have genuine financial 
problems, and an Immigrant widow 
struggling to cover the mortgage 
and oil bllls on a six-unit bulldtng In 
Woodside Is a much more sympa- • . 

thetlc figure than a multlmllllonalre 
Manhattan speculator with a 40-edl­
flce empire. 

RSA vice-chairman Richard _Kall­
kow was once one of the Lower East 
Side's most notorious slumlords. 

From 1985 to 1990, he owned a clus­
ter of buildings at East 10th Street 
and Avenue B. He may have had 
fantasies of tearing them down to 
build a high-rise overlooking the 
northeast corner of Tompkins 
Square Park, a complement to the 
nearby luxurious Chrlstodora House. 

The buildings were a target of 
anti-warehousing protests ,In the late 
'80s. Kallkow was trying to empty 
them out, driving out the rent-con­
trolled and rent-stabilized tenants. 
Tenants had to endure stretches of 
up to two weeks without heat and 
hot water In the winter, and the 
city's Emergency Repair Program 
had to be called In after he failed to 
fix a massive water leak In the hall­
way at 162 Avenue B. He refused to 
fix the building's front door lock for 
months, even after tenants com­
plained that their children were 
finding used needles In the hall. 

Kallkow also rented the storefront 
at 166 Avenue B to a cocaine-whole 
sallng phony bodega. He spent 
months In court trying to get rent­
striking tensnts evicted, While 
leaving a crackhouse occupying a 
warehoused apartment at 16~ve­
nue B unmolested for over a year. 

, After giving the strikers thousands 
of dollars off their back rent In an 
out-of-court settlement, he iost the 
buildings to foreclosure In 1990. 

"If you're looking for ethics,• a 
Kallkow underling once told this re­
porter, "you'll find It In the dictionary 
under E." ' 



COURT + CREDIT CHECKS 
USED AGAINST TENANTS 

By A. Kronstadt + Chris Flash 

The SHADOW has acquired a docu­
ment that has been circulating among 

New York City landlords offering "confi­
dential information concerning potential 
tenants." "Court and Credit" is a service 

provided by the Rent Stabilization Asso­

ciation (RSA), a landlord interest group 
representing building owners in New 

York c~ Despite its benign label, the 
RSA is the major force now lobbying 
for the abolition of New York City's 
rent stabilization laws. 

Describing themselves as the "most 
advanced tenant screening service avail­
able," Court and Credit checks are free 
for RSA members, who include thou­

sands of landlords in the New York 
metropolitan area. 

According to the document, Court 
and Credit will "run one or more credit 

checks and a N.Y. State Housing Court 
check to determine applicant's payment 

ability and history and if applicant has 
been involved in any prior Housing 
Court proceeding." 

Court and Credit subscribers can 
find out within minutes whether or not 
you have ever taken your previous land­
lord to Housing Court. If you are one of 
those "problem" tenants who have sued 
his or her landlord over repairs or lack 
of heat, you cim now be readily pin­
pointed and denied apartments in the 

future. 
Court and Credit can also run credit 

bureau searches as well as verify em­
ployment and income on potential and 
existing tenants, and check with your 

former landlords to find out whether 
you have been naughty or nice. All of 

this information is available through a 
telephoned request by RSA members to 
Court and Credit at: 1-800-651-RENT. 

Faxed requests are sent to: 1-800-638-

8901. 
As if offering this free snooping 

service is not enough, Court and Credit 
also advises landlords: "Take a photo­
graph of each person who will reside in 
the apartment and have each person 
sign and date the back of the photo. 
Keep these in the tenant's file to guard 
against possible unauthorized tenants 
(from) moving in." They also suggest 
that "some owners visit the applicant's 
present home or engage a service to 

perform a home visit to evaluate gener­
al housekeeping and tenant damage to 

property, etc." 
As the real estate market has tight­

ened in New York and pro-tenant legis­
lation has been weakened by right-wing 
politicians in the State Legislature, land­
lords have become bolder in violating 
tenants' rights. The Court and Credit 
service offered by the RSA shows the 
degree to which the landlords have be­
come organized in New York. It also 
shows how much we will have to organ­
ize to save our homes in 1997. 

If you have any questions about 
landlords fishing around in your per- ·. 

sonal business, call the Rent Stabiliza­
tion Association at 212-214-9255, or fax 

them at 732-0618. 
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HPD EFFORT TO EVICT 

ABC NO RIO GRINDS ON 

By Steven Englander and Chris Flash 

Despite a reprieve of several 
months, the arts center, gallery and 
performance space known as ABC No 
Rio must still defend itself from New 
York City's Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development (HPD). 
HPD has been relentlessly seeking No 
Rio's eviction from its home at 156 

Rivingtan Street since June 1995. (See 
SHADOWS # 36, 37 + 39 for more­

Ed.) 
Most recently, at an October 17 

court hearing, HPD submitted a Motion 
for Summary Judgement, an attempt 

------------------------------------ to deny ABC No Rio a hearing on the 

AAFE, with origins in the Commun­
ist Workers Party (CWP), began as a 
militant community organization that 
took over city-owned buildings in the 
1970s. Now that they have tasted the 
free money and properties acquired 
through numerous grants and public 
funding, AAFE has become yet ano­

ther group of poverty pimps who seek 
money and power while posing as eth­

nic minorities concerned about hous­

ing their fellow poor, like so many 
other housing groups bitten by the real 
estate bug. AAFE, in cutting a deal to 
get another free building along with all 
the free money they can spend to re­
habilitate it, now wants to take ABC's 
building as well, at the behest of HPD. 
HPD has maintained a hostile relation­
ship with the ABC No Rio collective 
since ABC took 156 Rivington Street in 
1980 after a long struggle with HPD 
over another building. 

RENT LAWS UNDER ASSAULT .... 
are thousands of rich tenants paying ar­
tificially low rents. He disputes the most 
recent federal figures, a 1993 survey 
that found that of the more than 
200,000 under-$400 rent-stabilized 
apartments in the city, only about 200-­
less than one-tenth of 1 percent--were 

rented by people making over $100,000 
a year. "I don't want to get into a statis­
tical war with you," he says. 

He also rejects as "pejorative" the 
idea that vacancy decontrol and the like 

constitute "weakening" tenant protec­
tions: "The purpose of our committee is 

· to ensure affordable quality housing 
stock." · 

Assemblymember Vito Lopez says 
the loss of rent regulations would be "a 
catastrophe"--and that pressuring the 
New York City Council to renew tbe 
local rent laws intact before they expire 
March 31 is a critical first step for ten­
ants. 

"If the City Council waters down rent 
protections, it will be very hard for us in 

Albany," says the Housing Committee 
chair. "If we go to Albany with rent 
regulation as it is, it's a powerful 
mandate. The Governor has no cover if 
the City Council renews rent controls." 

In the political jockeying over the 
issue, the five Republican State Sena­
tors from New York City could tip the 
balance. One, Roy Goodman of Man-

hattan, considers preserving rent regula­
tions intact "a priority," says staffer , 

Rebecca Russell. The other four, Guy 
Velella of the Bronx, John Marchi of 
Staten Island, and Frank Padavan and 
Serphin Maltese of Queens, all come 
from conservative neighborhoods with 
fewer renters than the rest of the city 
and were all re-elected without Demo­
cratic opposition. 

Another possibility, says Ben Powell, 
is that the Assembly will pass a "one­

house bill" making major-capital- im­
provement rent increases temporary and 

strengthening anti-harassment laws, then 

use it as a negotiating tool. Rent regula­

tions might also be part of the horse­
trading likely when the Republicans try 
to cut welfare and fund building more 
prisons upstate, he says. 

Unfortunately for ienants, the fat~ of 
rent regulations may come down to last­
minute, closed-door negotiations among 
Governor Pataki, Majority Leader 
Bruno, and Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver. Silver told the New York Times in 

November that he was willing to be 

flexible on the issue--a word many ten­

ants could interpret as code for "sell­
out." "I'm not knee-jerk on anything," 
the Speaker said. 

Neither Bruno nor Silver returned 
phone calls from this reporter. 
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matter of the eviction. In response, 
ABC No Rio's legal counsel cross­
moved to stay the eviction, asking 
Judge Leona Freedman to apply a sta­
tute that stays dispossess proceedings 
when utilities are disconnected. In 
1991, HPD had discontinued electrical 
service to the common areas of the 

building. 
On December 12, Judge Freedman 

granted No Rio's cross-motion and 
stayed the proceedings pending re­
storation of the utilities. HPD may 
move to have the stay lifted, where­
upon the proceedings would then con­
tinue, probably quite quickly, and pos­
sibly result in an order to evict by late 

January. 
ABC's attorney also appeared on 

. October 22 before State Supreme 
Court Justice Charles E. Ramos for 
oral arguments on No Rio's Article 78 
Petition. Now ABC No Rio is awaiting a 
decision from Ramos as to whether or 
not a hearing will be scheduled. No 
Rio's Article 78 seeks to nullify the City 
Council resolution used by HPD to jus­
tify the eviction. On December 7, 1995, 
the New York City Council declared 

that 156 Rivington Street was a "blight" 
on the community and impedes the 
economic development of the munici­

pality. The City Council then approved 
the "Harmony House" project spon­
sored by Asian Americans for Equality 

(AAFE) and promoted by HPD, in 
which AAFE would take over ABC No 
Rio's building. If the Article 78 Petition 
is not dismissed, it may be possible to 
stay the eviction proceedings once 
again. 

When they first announced their 

plans to take No Rio's building, AAFE 
offered to rent ABC's space back to 
them at a "market rate" rent of more 
than $1,000 per month. This is a long 
way from the $200 that ABC was pay­
ing HPD, and pure gravy for AAFE, 
which would be getting the building 

and all renovations and improvements 
for free. 

The impending eviction of ABC No 

Rio takes place in the face of escalat­
ing hostilities in the neighborhood. 

Over the years, the example of No 
Rio's seizure of land (arising from the 

1980 Real Estate Show, an activist art 
project dealing with gentrification) has 
inspired a whole generation of squat­
ters. Today, many of those squatters 
are facing eviction. In this latest real 

estate boom, the city ar:,d state are 
moving toward privatizing public hous­
·ing and eliminating rent stabilization. 

Other cultural and community centers 

are also facing eviction. 
ABC No Rio and its supporters are 

now getting ready for an impending 

eviction. On January 3, a group of No 
Rio sympathizers staged a hit and run 
demo at the offices of AAFE at 111 
Division- Street. People chanted, rang· 
bells, pasted stickers on the walls de­
scribing AAFE's treac_hery, and occu­

pied the offices for about half an hour. 
The demonstration ende~ before po­
lice could arrive. Three days later, 
ABC No Rio supporters did it again. 

Further actions against HPD and 
AAFE are contemplated. ABC No Rio 
will be defended. The eviction will be 

resisted. For more information, or to 
join ABC No Rio's Eviction Watch list, 
please call 212-254-3697. 
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HOW THE CONTRAS "INVADED :THE -UNITED STATES 
transfers of drugs for covert policy ob­
jectives, and Baranquilla is but one of 

many transshipment points in the hemi­
sphere whose operations would be ·mjr­

rored by the unloading of drugs from 
secret flights into private and military · 

airfields for delivery into the streets and 
suburbs of America. 

George Bush: 

"The Man Who Knew Too Uttle" 

Celerino Castillo III is a 15-year 
veteran of the Drug Enforcement Agen­
cy who observed first-hand such an 
operation at llopango airport, where 
drugs were smuggled in a military facil­
ity under the direct control of the CIA 
and Lt. Col. Oliver North during his · 

heady days at the National Security 

Council. 
Castillo saw the light ten years ago, 

on January 14, 1986, the day he met 

then-Vice President George Bush at a 

Guatemalan embassy reception. The 
lead DEA agent in Central America 
tried to tell Bush that "something funny" 
was going on at llopango. "But he just · 
shook my hand, smiled and walked away 
from me," Castillo recently recalled. 
Later that same day, he says, Bush met 
with Oliver North and contra leader 

Adolfo Calero. 
Cast.illo went on to gather evidence 

that was documented in a Feb. 14, 1989 
memo to his Guatemala-based DEA 
supervisor. ·He detailed how known 
traffickers with multiple DEA files used 
Hangars Four and Five for drug smug­

gling and 9btained U.S. visas, despite 
their backgrounds. According to Cas­
tillo, "the CIA owned one hangar and 
the National Security Council ran the 
other." 

"There is no doubt that they were 
running large quantities of cocaine into 
the U.S. to support the contras," Castillo 
said in a 1994 interview with the au­
thors. "We saw the cocaine and we saw 

. boxes full of money. We're talking 
about very large quantities of cocaine 
and millions of dollars." According to 

Castillo, "my reports contain not only 
the names of traffickers, but their desti­
. nations, flight paths, tail numbers, and 
the date and time of each flight." 

Further evidence of the contra-co­
caine con·nection supporting Castillo's 
accounts was obtained by the authors 

nearly ten years ag9, in the form of an 
internal document of the since-dis­
banded House Select Committee· on 
Narcotics Abuse and Control. In-a syn­
dicated Newsday article on March 31, 

1987, we revealed the contents of the 
eight-page June Ui: 1987 memorandum 
which stated clearly that "a number of 
individuals who supported the contras 
and who participated in contra activity 
in Texas, Louisiana, California, and 
Florida, as well as in Honduras, Nicara­
gua, and Costa Rica, have suggested 
that cocaine is being smuggled in the 

U.S. through the same infrastructure 
which is procuring, storing, and trans­
porting weapons, explosives, ammuni- ~ 

tion, and military ·equipment for the 

contras from the United States." 

Send Money, Guns and Cocaine 

Drugs, weapons and money launder­
ing have always been tools of the trade 
for U.S. clandestine operations abroad. 
But never in United States history has 
the importation of cocaine risen so dra­

matically as it did during the Reagl!n 
Administration's clandestine war against 
the government of Nicaragua, spear­
headed by the "contras," a group of 

right-wing expatriate rebels pieced 
together by the CIA. 

The window of opportunity for the 
CIA-brokered contra-drug alliance came 
in 1984, when Congress passed the Bo-

land Amendment of the War Powers 
Act. This watershed legislation cut off 
direct intelligence and financial aid to 
the Contras. But the Reagan Admini­
stration continued the clandestine war 

(which began with a 1981 Executive Or­
der) through the auspices of the Nation­

al Security Council, which, by a legal 

.. te~hnicality, was not considered a~ "in­
telligence" agency. Enter the Colonel, 
Oliver North, who directed NSC opera­
tions from the basement of the Execu­
tive (:)ffice Building. 

Under North's stewardship, the $30 
million in aid cut off by legal means was 
made up through covert means, namely, 
the sale of weapons to Iran and the ex­

change of CIA allies' drug profits f9r 

clandestine sanctions which allowed co­
caine to be imported and sold up north, 

often using the very same planes which 

flew weapons south to the contras. 

The combination of contras and drug 
dealers was a marriage made in heaven, 
former Narcotics Committee counsel 
Jack Blum recalled recently during Con­
gressional hearings. "There were f~cili­
ties that were needed for running the 
war, clandestine air strips, cowboy pilots 

who would fly junker airplanes, people 
who would make arrangements for the 

· clandestine movement of money." 

"Every one of those facilities was a 

perfect facility for someone in the drug 
business. So there were people who 
were connected very directly to the CIA 
who had those facilities, and allowed 
them to be used, and indeed, personally 
profited from their use." 

Blum's dramatic charges are support­
ed by a former high-level supervisory 
CIA officer. Alan Fiers, the former 
chief of the CIA Central American Task 
Force, stated in a sworn deposition_ to 
the Congressional Iran-Contra commit­
tees that "we knew everybody around 

[Southern Front contra leader Eden] 
Pastora was involved in cocaine ... His 
staff and friends ... were drug smugglers 
or involved in drug smuggling." 

According to Miami-based John 
Mattes, a former federal public de­
fender and Iran-Contra investigator for 
Senator Kerry, "what we investigated, 
which is on the record as part of the 
Kerry Committee Report, is evidence_ 
that narcotics traffickers associated with 
the contra leaders were allowed to 

smuggl~ oyef p. ton of cocaine into the . ., 
United States. Those same contra lead­
ers admitted under oath their associa-

. tion and affiliation w4hJhe CIA.'.' 
... i .) 

Tbe North Connection . 
During his 'recent testimony, Blum 

also raised the issue of Oliver North's 

notebooks, kept contemporaneously 
with his contra resupply effort. Even 
after North's lawyers were 'allowed to 
expurgate the notebooks, many of the 
pages made available to investigators 
still contain numerous references to 
contra drug trafficking. For instance, on 
July 9, 1984, North wrote that he "went 
and talked to [contra leader Frederico] 
Vaughn, [who] wanted to go to Bolivia 
to pick up paste, wanted aircraft to pick 
up 1500 kilos." In another notebook en­

try on July 12, 1985, North writes, "$14 
million to finance [arms] came from 
drugs." 

In a December 1986 interview with 
the authors, Jesus Garcia, a Miami­
based North network operative said "it 
is common knowledge here in Miami 

.. that this whole contra operation was 
paid for by cocaine .. .! actually saw the 
cocaine and the weapons together un­
der one roof, weapons that I [later] 
helped ship to Costa Rica." 

A September 26, 1984 Miami police 
intelligence report stated that money 
supporting the illegal Contra training 

effort in Florida "comes from narcotics 
transactions." This memorandum, writ­
ten at a time when Attorney General 
Janet Reno was the chief state prosecu­
tor in Florida, has every page stamped 
"record furnished to George Kosinsky, 
FBI." 

On March 16, 1987, U.S. Customs 

seized a plane from a narcotics traffick­
er who was involved with the contras. 

On that plane they discovered the ad­
dress book of Robert Owen, Oliver 
North's eyes and ears in Central Ameri­
ca. Owen, a former aide to Dan Quayle, 

met with Costa Rican-based CIA asset 
John Hull and Oliver North on_ many 
occasions. 

In March of 1989, Costa Rican Presi­
dent and Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Oscar Arias barred Oliver North, John 
Poindexter, Major Gen. Richard Secord, 
former U.S. Ambassador Louis Tambs, 
and former CIA Costa Rican Station 
Chief Jose Hernandez from entry into 
Costa · Rica. 

Arias was acting on recommenda­

tions by a Costa Rican congressional 
commission investigating drug traffick­
ing. The Costa Rican investigation was 
triggered by "the quantity and frequency 
of the shipment of drugs that passed 
through" land and secret airstrips con­

trolled by "southern front" CIA point 
man John Hull. Hull worked extensively 

with North in setting up the "Contra &" 

front in Costa Rica. 
In his notebooks, North talked about 

"the necessity of giving Mr. Hull protec­
tion." According to the Costa Rican in­
vestigation, and bolstered by other 
North entries and Blum's testimony, 
more than a half dozen drug pilots were 
provided by General Manuel Noriega, 
based on requests from North. Accord­
ing to the Costa Rican congressional 
commission, "these requests for contra 
help were initiated by Col. North to 
Gen. Noriega. They opened a gate so 

their henchmen could utilize Costa Rica 
for trafficking in arms and drugs." Hull 
would be later indicted by the Costa 
Rican Attorney General on drug traf­
ficking charges and ultimately smuggled 
out of the country by a U.S. DEA 
agent. 

According to North's notebooks, he 
met with Noriega twice during a time 
when the U.S. government had docu­
mented evidence tliat Gen. Noriega was 

, involved in the Columbian drug trade. 

Echoes of an Error 
Testifyi~g in the sa~e room where 

I 
., , 11 

Wanda Palacio testified before the 
Kerry committee nearly a decade ago, 

Blum echoed her observation about the 
way law enforcement and other officials 

looked the other way when the CIA-
. backed contras were involved in drug 

operations. 
"What is true is the policy makers 

absolutely closed their eyes to the crimi­
nal behavior of our allies and support­
ers in that war. The policy makers ig­
nored their drug dealing, their stealing, 
and their human rights violations," said 

Blum. "The policy makers, and I stress 
policy makers, allowed them to compen­
sate themselves for helping us i_n that 

war, by remaining silent in the face of 

their impropriety, and ~ quietly _under­
cutting law enforcement and human 
rights agencies that might have caused 
them difficulty." 

During the heyday of the CIA-con­
tra-cocaine connection, between the 
passage and repeal of the Boland 
Amendment, in 1986, every market indi­
cator of the cocaine glut in America 
went off-scale. As Wanda Palacio as­
tutely observed in 1987, "Three years 

ago (before Boland), the price of co­

caine was $50,000 per kilo. Today it is 
$20,000 and sometimes you can get it 

for $15,000 to $18,000. The market.for 

the cocaine isn't smaller -- so the lower 
price is a result of having supply in­
crease even more than demand has." 

U.S. Invaded By Contras 
Something happened during the 

"contra" period in the Americas, speci­
fically during the Boland period from 
1984-86, and the evidence of a clandes­
tine program which imported drugs to 
further political agendas is overwhelm­
ing, officially, medicaUy and statisticaUy. 
Today the CIA is being called on to an­

swer the questions raised by the recent 
"Dark Alliance" investigative series in 
the San Jose Mercury New~. But the true 
CIA-contra-crack connection did not 
really begin in the neighborhoods of Los 

Angeles or New York, nor does it end 
with the CIA. 

The Central Intelligence Agency was 
only the tactical arm of an even larger 
global "contra" operation that was di­
rected through the National Security 
Council, coordinated by Oliver North, 

conceived by the Reagan administration, 

executed by intelligence p.r.ivateers and 
drug dealers, sanctioned by the CIA, 

and supp<?rted in principle by some 

Co~lnued On Page 22 
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Rebellion Against Narco-Mllltarizatlon 
Rocks Colombia, Mexico . 

By Bill Weinberg 
Peasant and Indian resistance to the Washington-mandated anti-drug militarization 

of Colombia and Mexico--the top producer and transporter of cocaine, respectively--is 

growing fast. In both cases, Washington is pressuring regimes completely en(11eshed · 
in the drug trade to crack down on campesinos and gueri/las--proving once again that 

the Drug War has replaced the Cold War in the permanent Pentagon/White House 
effort to maintain Yankee power over Latin America 

COLOMBIA: Peasants Revolt 

All(linst Spraying Crops, 
Anny Declares War Zones 

Colombia is now iced from US aid 

for its supposed Drug War failures. In 

June, Colombia's Congress had voted 
not to impeach President Ernesto Sam­
per on charges of having accepted huge 
cash donations from the Cali cartel. But 
in July hearings on Capitol Hill, a 
masked woman identified only as 
"Maria" testified before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee that she 
had witnessed money change hands 
between President Samper and repre­

sentatives of the Cali cocaine cartel. 

' Top figures in the Samper admini­

stration--including the attorney general 

and the president himself--have had 
their US visas cancelled. The besieged 
Samper is desperate to get back in 
Uncle Sam's good graces.Samper hoped 
to recoup his losses with the much­
hyped collapse of the Cali cartel. In 
August, the last Cali kingpin still at 
large, Helmer Herrera, was about to 
surrender to authorities after months of 
negotiations. Ironically, Herrera was go­

ing to prison mere weeks after his an­
cient rival, Medellin cartel kingpin Jorge 
Ochoa, was released after five years to 
retire to his sprawling ranches and haci­
endas. But this was not to be the hour 
of glory Samper had anticipated. 

In July, army anti-riot squads broke 
up a cross-country march in the Ama­
zonian state of Guaviare, where 15,000 
peasants were protesting aerial spraying 
of glyphosate herbicide to wipe out coca 
and opium crops--the only ones that will 
fetch any return on the market for the 

struggling campesinos. The · government 
had declared a "special zone of public 

order" in Guaviare suspending civil 

liberties during the spraying. The 

marchers demanded a new drug policy 
"independent of the pressures of the 
US." As they reached the state capital, 
Mitu, army roadblocks barred their way 
and troops used tear gas to disperse 
them. But the movement only spread. 

By August the protests were joined 

by over 100,000 in neighboring Putu­
mayo and Caqueta states. Army com­
mander Gen. Harold Bedoya Pizarro 
claimed the campesinos were forced by 
the guerillas of the Colombian Revolu­
tionary Armed Forces (FARC) to join 
the march. Campesino leaders denied 
the charge. Many campesinos see them­
selves as caught between the FARC and 
the army. On August 8, soldiers used 
tear gas to stop campesinos from occu­

pying facili ties of the state oil company 
Ecopetrol in Orito. But when the FARC 

dynamited Ecopetrol pipelines in Putu­
mayo in the midst of the protests, the 
campesinos sent representatives to the 

oil facilities to say they had nothing to 
do with the attacks and didn't support 
terrorist actions. 

Peasant protestors successfully 
occupied the Putumayo capital of 
Mocoa, but were stopped by the army's 
barbed-wire barricades 20 kilometers 
outside Caqueta's capital, Florencia. 
Clashes ensued in which four were 

killed and several wounded. But protes­
tors battled police and attacked banks 

and public buildings in Florencia any-

way. The army was called in and a cur­

few imposed to restore order. Tanks pa­
trolled the streets. A scandal ensued as 
Colombian 1V cameras caught govern­
ment troops unloading tear gas cannis­
ters from a truck disguised as a Red 
Cross vehicle. 

On August 31, the FARC took ad­
vantage of the chaos to launch an un­

precedented national offensive against 
military targets across Colombia, leaving 

nearly 100 dead. The army base at Las 
Delicias in Putumayo was overrun and 

destroyed, with 27 troops killed and 60 
seized as "prisoners of war." The rebels 
"have shown a capacity for destruction 
that's unprecedented in the life of our 
nation," said Attorney General Alfonso 
Valdiveso. FARC strength is growing as 
peasants are angered by the coca eradi­
cation program. Gen. Bedoya said the 
army would have to increase its troop 
strength threefold to counter the new 

FARC threat. 
Things finally seemed to de-escalate 

in early September when accords were 

reached calling for the campesinos to 

eradicate the coca crop themselves in 
exchange for governrpent economic aid 
and barring the military from spraying 
while the campesinos do so. Samper ac­
tually visited Florencia to guarantee the 
government would respect the accords. 
But simultaneously, Samper's Vice 

President Humberto de la Calle stepped 
down and called upon Samper to resign 

as well, citing the drug scandal and 
Colombia's state of ungovernability. 

Then it got worse. 
When Samper flew to New York to 

address a UN meeting on global anti­
drug strategy, the Colombian Air 
Force's drug-sniffing dogs found 3.7 
kilos of heroin stashed on his official jet. 
The president was reduced to taking a 
commercial Avianca flight. He was also 
travelling on a special diplomatic visa, 
the US having revoked his tourist visa. 

The next week, fighting intensified. A 
Samper aide was forced to admit that, 

for the first time in nearly 40 years of 
guerilla activity, "the country is at war." 

The Army and Air Force pounded Indi­
an land in the highland state of Antio­
quia to dislodge FARC roadblocks on 
the highway to Medellin. The death toll 
was put at a minimum of 20. Local Em­
bera Indians requested a three-day 
truce to allow their people to leave the 

war zone .. The National Indigenous Or­
ganization of Colombia (ONIC) pro­
tested that Embera villages were being 

bombed. At an Indian march in Cauca 
state against a recent wave of violence, 

the banner read: "Paramilitary and 
guerrilla groups out of indigeno1:1s terri­
tories." 

The government claims that the 
FARC is a "narco-terrorist" group 
funded by drug sales. But Colombia's 
security forces are at least equally 
enmeshed in the drug trade. Cali traf­

fickers recently racked up a $200,000 
phone bill on a number assigned to 
Brig. Gen. Ismael Trujillo, head of the 
federal Judicial Police, to coordinate 
drug shipments. Meanwhile, Colombian 
agents in Mexico succeeded in shutting 

down the FARC World Wide Web site 

(http://www.farc-ep.org), where the 
mainframe was based. FARC leaders 
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protested that the web site was legal 
and vowed to get it back on the 
Internet. 

Despite the apparent power vac­
cuum left by the demise of the Cali 
cartel, coca remains the only profitable 
crop for Colombia's peasants, and undi­

minished quantities of cocaine flow 

from the country. With the cocaine 
economy temporarily dispersed back 
into the invisible network of local 
bosses--protected by corrupt elements 
of the army, police, right-wing paramili­
tary groups or the FARC--it is a matter 
of time before a new cartel begins to 
re-establish hegemony. 

The Washington Drug War is pitting 
·the army against Colombia's civilian 
government. During the anti-eradication 
protests, local Caqueta Judge Alejandro 

Molina actually had the temerity to sen­
tence Gen. Bedoya and regional army 
commander Gen. Nestor Ramirez to 30 
days in prison and a $23 fine for viola­
ting local residents' freedom of transit 
at the barricades. The decision was 
overturned on appeal, and Defense 
Minister Juan Carlos Esuerra subse­
quentty ·asked the High Judiciary Coun­

cil to investigate Judge Molina. Many 
speculate the army may now be ready 

to apply pressure to Samper himself--or 

even overthrow hini. US ambassador to 
Colombia Myles Frechette told a 

Colombian reporter in August that she 
met in 1995 with "a group of civilians, 
speaking on behalf of military officers, 
who requested my support for a little 
coup against Samper." An outraged 
Samper immediately protested that Fre­
chette had not gone to him with the 
information. 

MEXICO: Zapatistas 

Support Legalization, 

Pentagon Ponders Intervention 

The guerillas of Mexico's Zllpatist~ 
National Liberation Army (EZLN), who 
have banned drugs and alcohol from 
their territory, finally embraced legali­
zation as a means of halting Mexico's 
spiralling Drug War militarization. The 
Maya Indian rebels in the southern state 
of Chiapas are holed up in a remote 

jungle and attempting to organize a 
cjyilian movement while sporadic peace 
talks with the government sputter on 

and off. A recent international confer­

ence they hosted in their territory issued 
.a proclamation against the Drug War, 
calling for "legalizatioQ. of soft drugs 
throughout the planet." The ,move 
comes as federal army troops pour into 

campesino communities searching for 

Continued On Page 22 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA .... 
The bust brought 800 candlelight 

marchers to the streets of San Francis­

co. Lungren denied that the raid was 

politically motivated, and made much 

ado about the alleged sale·of pot to 

nonmedical users at the CBC. But he 

insisted that the Club was illegal ~ven if 

it didn't engage in such activities. 

The raid was also a move by Lun­

gren against the municipal rebellion in 

San Francisco and other Bay Area cities. 

abd counties in response to the AIDS 

crisis. First on the issue of needle-ex­

change, and then on that of medical 

marijuana, Bay Area municipalities have 

been deciding that the necessities of ad­

dressing a health crisis are more im­

portant than following the Drug War 

dogma of state and federal law. 

In 1991, San Francisco's voters 

passed Proposition P, officially embrac­

ing a non-enforcement policy for medi­

cal marijuana. A Board of Supervisors 

resolution after Prop P, introduced by 
crusading liberal Terence Hallinan, 

-made medical marijuana the lowest 
enforcement priority for the San Fran­

cisco Police Department Marin and 
Santa Cruz counties and the city of 

Oakland followed San Francisco in 

passing resolutions pledging non-en­

forcement against medical marijuana. 

In 1992, Peron opened the CBC in a 

cozy upstairs den just off Castro Street. 

By 1996, the CBC had moved into a 

swanky five-story building at Down­

town's 1444 Market Street and had over 

11,000 members. One hundred pounds 

of pot and over $250,000 a week were 

changing hands. All pot was sold in 

sealed baggies with an "Rx" sticker 

reading "Not for Resale." Peron says all 

the profits were plowed back into the 

Club. 
1996 also saw a new administration 

in City Hall. Longtime California As­

sembly Speaker Willie Brown, one of 

the country's most flaming liberals, be­

came mayor. Terence Hallinan became 

district attorney. f:ollowing the CBC 

raid, Mayor Brown convened a task 

force to keep medical marijuana avail­

able. This task force approached the 

pioneering AIDS foundation Healing 

Alternatives, which provides herbal 

treatments not approved by the FDA. 

Healing Alternatives moved into medi­

cal marijuana distribution with city 

approval. Local churches serve as dis­

tribution centers. 
But as revolutions become institu­

tionalized, the burning visions and loose 

antics of the pioneering radicals are left 

behind. Healing Alternatives' Curtis ' 

Ponzi expresses ambivalence about 
Peron's CBC. He told the San Francisco 
Examiner: "We recognize that the Club 

did some good, but some people per­
ceived that it was out of control. Our 

protocol and procedures are so rigorous 

that only people who have legitimate 

medical needs are going to be in our 

program." 

New East Bay buyers clubs also took 

up the slack after the San Francisco 

CBC was shut down. They also eschew 

Peron's flair for the flamboyant in favor 

of a more low-key approach. The Oak­

land CBC, in sharp contrast to the lux­

urious San Francisco club, is stark, func- 1, 

tional and sterile, in a downtown office 

building overlooking a landscape of ur-

ban decay. It feels like an inner-city 

clinic, with no-nonsense pamphlets on 

AIDS prevention displayed. 

Says the Oakland CBC's Jeff Jones: 

"The OCBC went from 280 members to 

510 after the raid. We started as a bike 

delivery service in October 1995, entire­

ly word-of-mouth. On July 4, we moved 

into our new office. It was just in time." 
The OCBC is backed _by three Oak­

land city council resolutions:.. one en-

dorsing a state assembly medical mari­

juana bill in October 1995, one endor­

sing the OCBC in March 1996, and one 

setting up a working group "to ensure 

enforcement of and compliance with the 

city's medical marijuana policy." The 

twelve members of this working group 

include doctors, attorneys and police 

charged with implementing a policy of 

non-harassment of the OCBC. All three 

resolutions passed unanimously, and 

Mayor Elihu Harris supported the CBC 

effort publicly after the San Francisco 

bust. 

"If they bust us, they're looking at a 

long court battle," says Jones. "The 

ACLU is on alert." 

The OCBC's Liana Held is quick to 

emphasize their control of the pot for 

medicinal purposes only. "Our members 

are not allowed to divert. If they do and 

we find out about it, we tear up their 

membership card and their records and 

say 'see ya.' We're trying to become a 

model agency to help other dubs 

around the country to work with city 

officials and create a secure environ­

ment for their operation." 

Currently offering $7 an eighth for 

· Mexican and $65 an eighth for the good 

stuff, on a sliding scale tied to patients' 

income, the OCBC is equally cJear on 

having no profit motive. According to 

Held, "We're trying to get the price 

down. Our goal is to be in the pot dis­

tribution business, not the pot selling 

business." 

They need more political elbow 
room to achieve their highest aspira­

tions. "We can bring the price down to 

$6 an eighth for high-grade if we be­

come licensed growers," says Held. "We 

can grow medical grades for specific 

strains--six percent or twelve percent 

TlIC." 
Even Hayward, a conservative bed­

room enclave south of Oakland, has a 

medical marijuana effort. Says Bob Wil­

son of the Hayward CBC, "I'm getting a 

lot of overflow from San Francisco now. 
And I'm scared to death right now. 

Oakland, San Francisco and Santa Cruz 

have an OK from the local government 

to sell to sick people. We don't have 

that in Hayward. They'd love to shut me 

down." The Hayward club opened in 

1993 and went full time in 1996 at an 

undisclosed location. It now has nearly 

100 members and serves up to 15 folks_ 

a day. A massage therapist comes in 

once a week, and works on patients for 

free. It has even held a cloning seminar 

to teach patients to grow for themselves 

--"get 'em independent from the black 

market," says Wilson. Drug Abuse Re­

sistance & Education (DARE) and the 

PTA protested when Wilson opened his 

Hayward Hempery in 1993. Now 

Parents Against DARE meets at the 
store. A similar effort in Oakland last 

year won, when the city bounced its 

DARE program from the schools. "I'm 

a thorn in their side," says Wilson, who 

is on the executive board of the Hay­

ward Democratic Club. "But I'm not a 

pain in their neck like Dennis." 

The movement has also jumped to 

Southern California, where Santa Moni­

ca and West Hollywood have pledged a 

hands-off stance to local buyers' clubs. 

Even if many are now rushing to dis­

tance themselves from him, it was Peron 

who spearheaded the movement. Even 

his critics respect him for that. 

Peron Pushes the Envelope 

Immediately after the August bust, 

Supervisor Tom Ammiano, a longtime 

CBC supporter, asked the Board of Su­
pervisors to declare a state of emergen­

cy to protect medical marijuana, similar 

to the one already in place for needle 

exchange, allowing the CBC to continue 
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operating. City health chief Sandra Her­

nandez, despite her support of medical 

marijuana, remained noncommittal. 

After initial enthusiasm, the idea 
died bn the vine. Vic Hernandez is a 

former Peron housemate, CBC health 

advisor, and needle-exchange activist 

with a Harvard public health doctorate. 

He argued that the law covering the 

needle-exchange emergency doesn't ap­

ply to medical marijuana. "The law is 

about prevention. We need another law 

about quality of life. And for that we 

need another governor." 

And the prevention law is precarious 

enough. "The needle exchange in San 
Francisco is illegal," Dan Lungren's ubi­

quitous press spokesman Steve Telliano 

said flat-out to the San Francisco Chron­
icle after Ammiano's bid. Gov. Pete 

Wilson has vetoed three bills to allow 

needle-exchange statewide. But Bay 

Area municipalities are putting public 

health first--and once again, San Fran­

cisco is at the forefront. "The San Fran­

cisco Health Department bureaucrats 

know there is an activist community that 

will wipe them off the map if they don't 

respond," explains Hernandez. 
The California state code allows 

county authorities to declare a state 

emergency to fight epidemics, temporar­

ily suspending state law. The San Fran­

cisco Board of Supervisors declared a 

state of emergency for needle exchange 

in March 1993. There are also states of 

emergency in Santa Clara County and 

the cities of Berkeley (across the Bay) 

and Long Beach (in Southern Califor­

nia). But needle-exchange activists ar­

gued that applying the law to medical 

marijuana was spurious. And there were 
criticisms of the CBC's exuberant if 

sometimes sloppy style. Tom· Ammiano 
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himself admitted to the Board of Super­

visors: "Dennis is not Mother Teresa." 

Even Peron realized it wasn't going to 

fly. "They'd have had a confrontation 

with Dan Lungren over the state of 

emergency. Now I'm into confrontation 

in the voting booth," he told the 

SHADOW. Peron was talking about his 

bid to export the medical marijuana 

revolution statewide through Prop 215. 
In both 1993 and 1994, California's 

state legislature voted to legalize medi­

cal marijuana. Gov. Wilson vetoed it 

both times. Then Peron launched the 

Northern California campaign that col­

lected 763,000 signatures to get Prop 

215 on the ballot for November 1996. 

Following its adoption by the voters, 

215 is now addition 11362.5 to the Cali­

fornia Health & Safety Code. It affects 

the possession and cultivation statutes 

of the Code--11357 and 11358, respec­
tively. 11360--that covering marijuana 

sale--is not mentioped. But 215 does 

state that the purpose of law is "To en­

sure that patients and their prim~ 

caregivers who obtain and use marijua­

na for medical purposes upon the re­

commendation of a physician are not 

subject to criminal prosecution or sanc­

tion." 

Even the ultraconservative Orange 
County Register joined the liberal San 

Francisco papers in backing 215. Dennis 

Peron was convinced that the bust ac­

tually helped the 215 effort. "The to-do 

about selling to non-medical users im­

plies that it is OK to sell to medical 

users," he told the SHADOW. "And we 

were selling to 12,000 medical users. 

The bust put us on the map, and it 

Continued On Next Page 



MEDICAL MARIJUANA .... 
shows the lengths our opponents will go 

to." 

But Dan Lungren wasn't finished yet. 

Lungren Counter-Attacks 

Dan Lungren is a piece of work. The 

ambitious attorney general is even to 
the right of his ~ Pete Wilson. He 

has built his career by playing to fear of 

crime and drugs. The son of Richard 

Nixon's personal physician, Lungren i& a 

ten-year veteran Republican Congress­

man from Southern California and a 
heavy favorite for the 1998 Republican 

gubernatorial nomination. A zealous ad­

vocate of California's "three-strikes-yer­

out" law, Lungren took flack when a 
1994 campaign mailer soliciting support 

for the bill asked that checks be made 

out to the Attorney General's own re­

election campaign. The hard-ass _Lun­

gren has made racking up death penalty 

convictions central to the Attorney Gen­

eral's mission, and has argued repeated­

ly for bringin~eath row inmates to· the 
gas chamber. He has transferred attor­

neys and investigators from the "white 
collar" corpor,ate crime units and shut -

down the office's fraud division in favor 

of chasing street-level dr'.ugs and low­
brow thugs. In the 1992 Los Angeles 

riots, Lungren backed up Police Chief 

Darryl Gates and called the Rodney 

King beating an aberration. In May 

1996, when Santa Clara County at the 

south end of the Bay launched a 

County-financed needle exchange pro­
gram, Lungren threatened to lock up 

the Santa Clara Supervisors. 
The No on 215 campaign was co­

chaired by Lungren and California Sec­
retary of State Bill Jones--the very man 

charged with overseeing the vote. Also 

on board were Orange County Sheriff 
Brad Gates, the California Narcotics 
Officers Association, California Prison 

Guards Association and the California 

Sheriffs Association. 

The No on 215 political committee 
was censured, in August by state Judge 

Wendell Ford for using inaccurate infor­

mation. No on 215 had said the Ameri­
can Cancer Society is against 215 when 
in fact they were neutral. No on 215 

said no medical society endorsed 215, 

when in fact, the San Francisco Medical 

Society, representing 9,000 city MDs, of­
ficially endorsed 215. It was joined by 

the 7,500-member California Academy 

of Family Phy,sicians. The 34,000-mem­

ber California Medical Association took 
a stand against 215. Judge Ford also 

ruled against Bill Jones, who tried to 

squelch the 215 ballot on the grounds 

that it was printed with 14 point type in­
stead of 12 point. 

Los Angeles District Attorney Gil 

Garcetti demanded that his name be re­

moved from No on 215's endorsers list, 
saying that he had _no stance on the 
issue. Stan Vegar of the DEA's San 

Francisco office called 215 a "scam" and 
said, "it won't affect our work." 

Lungren's media man Steve Telliano 

took the opposite tack: "It's true that 
federal regulations would still be in 
effect if 215 passed, and it's true that 

the state can enforce federal law. But 
the Attorney General believes pa&sage 

would be tantamount to de facto legal­
ization of marijuana. It would be tough 

to file a violation against anybody who 

had a recommendation from a doctor. 

And the initiative is so loosely worded 

that "doctor" could mean a veterinarian 

or a Ph.D., not only a physician." 

On September 16, law enforcement 

upped the ante. LA sheriffs deputies 
arrested four people and seized a 

pound of pot (as well as medical re­
cords) in a raid of the West Hollywood 

Cannabis Buyers Club on Santa Monica 
Boulevard. No charges were filed and 

the CBC opened two days later at a lo­

cal Methodist church. After the bust, 

the West Hollywood City Council adop­

ted a resolution protecting the CBC 

from local enforcement. 

In October, an installment of the 

syndicated comic strip Doonesbury 

turned into a First Amendment show-

- down. Tipped off by a HIGH TIMES 

editor, controversial CBC media whiz 

John Entwhistle contacted cartoonist 
Garry Trudeau in New York, who leapt 

at the bait "What country are we living 

in?" asked an incredulous Zimker 

Harris when he heard bout the CBC 
bust. "Germany? Russia? Idaho?' 

Lungren, not amused, called on 

newspapers to pull the comic strip. He 

challenged its distributor, Universal 

Press Syndica!e, to squelch it or run a 

"disclaimer side-by-side with the strips 

which states the known facts related to 
the Cannabis Buyers' Club." They all re­
fused. SF District Attorney Hallinan re­

marked that Lungren "has as belligerent 

and vindictive an attitude toward mari­

juana as he does toward cartoonists." 
At the eleventh hour, the big guns 

were brought in. Former presidents 

Bush, Carter and Ford issued a joint 

statement calling 215 a threat to the 

public health of "all Americans." Drug 

Czar Gen. Barry McCaffrey's statement 

asked "whether we really want Cheech 

& Chong logic to guide our thinking 
about medicine." 

But by then, the inevitable had 

happened. 

SFPD Intrigues 

After the August 4 bust at the CBC, 
everybody was waiting for the October 
Surprise--Dennis Peron's felony bust. 

And it came like clockwork. The hand­
writing had been on the wall since the 
August raid--when it became clear that 
elements in the SFPD had been co-op­

ted by Dan Lungren. As Hallinan's As­

sistant DA David Millstein told The 

New York Times: "It's a highly unusual 

case where the District Attorney and 

the federal government won't prosecute, 

and law enforcement has shopped the 
case around to see who will." 

Both Peron and his personal nemesis 
on the SFPD, Cpt. Gregory Corrales, 
are Vietnam veterans, both zealots with 

a flamboyant style. The much-decorated 

but highly controversial Corrales is San 
Francisco's self-declared "arch-enemy of 

evil" who once stormed a suspect's 

apartment wielding a pair of pistols and 

clad in a Superman outfit. A 27-year 

police veteran, Corrales was suspended 

in 1982 for firing his gun after leaving a 
bar outside the Hall of Justice. He also 
crashed his patrol car doing an illegal 
U-turn on the Golden Gate Bridge. In 
the 1970s and 80s, Corrales racked up 

an awesome 110 citizen complaints and 
was the target of ten abuse lawsuits. 

The city paid $100,000 to settle four of 

them. 

Corrales first busted Dennis in 1974-­
the first of Peron's many arrests. Peron 

still carries in his leg bullet fragments 

from his 1977 arrest by Corrales' room­

mate, Officer Paul Mackavekias. Peron 

recalls Mackavekias calling him a "mo­
therfucking faggot" on the witness stand 
and said, "he wished he'd killed me so 

there'd be one less faggot in San Fran­
cisco." Mackavekis was subsequently 

banished to the taxi bureau, while Cor­
rales rose through the ranks. 

In 1993, just as the CBC was getting 

off the ground, Corrales was promoted 

to lead the SFPD narcotics unit--where 

he initiated a probe of the CBC. When 

Corrales' investigation began, then-DA 
Ario Smith declined to prosecute. The 

Continued On Page 21 
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By A. Kronstadt 
It Is a great Irony that as fast as 

Amerlkan Industry can churn out 
toxic chemicals, there are people 
who have been willing to suck them 
up, uncritically, In the form of mind­
altering substances. Such has been 
the case with solvents such as those 
contained In airplane glue and 
White-Out deletion fluid - liver­
destroying chloroflurocarbons with 
Intoxicating properties. Freon, an 
ozone-layer destroying gas found 
pressurized Inside the guts of refri­
gerators, has been Inhaled as a eu­
phorlant for decades and Is reported 
to produce a kind of out-of-body ex­
perience. All of Jhese chemicals are 
legal, lethal, and very popular In 
some quarters. 

Now, a new white powder has 
appeared on the market, called gam­

. ma hydroxybutyrlc acid or GHB. 
This Is a legally obtainable chemical 
that Is used In manufacturing phar­
maceuticals, although It Is n.ot offi­
cially a pharmaceutical Itself. GHB's · 
drug property stems from Its ability 
to get through the "blood-brain bar­
rier,• the brain's layer of defense 
against poisoning by toxic chemi­
cals. Once Inside the brain, enzymes 
break It down Into a chemical called­
gamma-aminobenzoic acid (GABA). 
GABA Is naturally found In the brain, 
In fact It Is a hormone that brain 
cells use to communicate with one 
another. Hormones, particularly the 
neurotransmitter hormones such as 
GABA, work In very tiny quantities -
a few molecules are released at a 
time across the microscopic gap be­
tween one brain cell and another. 
Gonsumlng GHB means flooding the 
brain with tens or hundreds of times 
Its natural content of GABA, thereby 
altering mood and thought patterns. 

Hormones, however, are notori­
ous poisons when taken In large 
doses. The hormone cortisone Is se­
creted In tiny quantities by our ad­
renal glands, signalling other organs 
to do their job. In Its normal dosage 
It turns on the cells of the Immune 
system, but It large doses It shuts 
them down. In slightly higher than 
normal doses, doctors use cortisone 
as a medical fire hose to shut down 
runaway Immune reactions like ar­
thritis and asthma. In much higher 
than normal doses, cortisone shuts 
down the Immune system altogether, 
resulting In an AIDS-llke condition. 
Another hormone from our adrenal 
glands, adrenalin, can /&lse blood 
pressure to a fatal extent If Injected · 
In doses larger than those naturally 
secreted. In slight overdose, a hor­
mone called parahormone, secreted 
by tiny glands In your neck, wlll 
cause your nervous system to shri­
vel from calcium starvation. Hor­
mones preserve the nat·ural balance 
of the body's activities, and to dick 
around with the natural balance of 
hormones Is llke ,pouring antifreeze 
In your own gas tank and lighter 
fluid In your brake drums, then set­
ting out for. a ninety mile an hour 
drive across the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Speaking of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
the author of this article bought the 
Brooklyn Bridge In the form of a hit 
of GHB a few months ago. I asked 
the GHB pioneer for a small hit, be­
cause I was just experimenting, and 
a small hit turned out to be about a 
gram, which Is a quantity of galactic 
proportions compared to that In 
which any hormone Is normally 
found. Most hormones are found In 
quantities ranging In the mllllonth of 
a gram range In the whole body. In 
comparison, LSD Is taken at a quan-

sandths of a gram of tetrahydrocan­
nablnol Into your system. I do not 
wish to be construed as advocating 
any particular mind altering sub­
stance, but at least LSD and THC 
are not hormones - furthermore, 
there are few people who would be 
stupid enough to swallow a whole 
gram of either. 

The hit of GHB did not kill me, 
but the drug effects were not satisfy­
ing. I was very patient that night and 
could listen serenely to the most ri­
diculous conversation. Everything 
took on a purple cast, the sky 
_ looked weird, people sounded far 
away. I saw blinding flashes of light 
coming out of my window fan. It was 
kind of a depressant, but also gave 

me Insomnia that night the way LSD 
or mushrooms do. This Is not to say 
that the drug produced the level of 
hallucination or strange thought that 
acid or. mushrooms produce, or the 
Intellectual rushes associated with 
marijuana. It was different from 
other psychedelics, and was not 
really either a stimulant or a seda­
tive. GHB just produced this kind of 
fuzzy euphoria that eventually 
turned Into a frustrating Inhibition of 
the body's natural process of falling 
asleep. For about three days after 
this strange high wore off, I felt 
dopey, like my mind was not func­
tioning as well as It should. The 
symptoms disappointed me: why 
take a brain hormone to numb your 
brain? I never took any of the stuff 
again. Eventually, the dopiness dis­
appeared . . 

However, llke airplane glue and 
Freon, this chemical has a following. 
Some GHB devotees have boasted 
of swallowing tens of grams of the 
white crystalline powder on a dally 
basis. People whom many of us 
know have died from the stuff, yet 
the GHB fans answer that death has 
come from mixing GHB with other 
drugs such as alcohol and/or tran­
quilizers. Of course, this does not 
make GHB a welcome addition to a 
scene where lots of folks use alco­
hol and tranquilizers. Many people 
who cannot get off on one drug turn 
to mixing drugs for the ultlmate 
hlgh.,Are the defenders of .GHB wil­
ling to take responsibility for these 
peoples' lives? 

Never say no, try everything; 
learn about everything. But one 
thing that we have to learn Is what Is 
poisonous In our Industrial culture 
and what Is not, just as our ances­
tors had to learn the difference 
between poisonous and edible 
mushrooms. Perhaps, as Freud said, 

we are born with a built-In death In­
stinct counterbalancing our will tb 
survive. Think about It, though, the 
death Instinct only leads to death; 
everything else comes from the will 
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NORTQ:COAS.T TIMBER WARS HEAT UP: 
1,000 Arrested To Save Northern California Redwoods 

By Bill Weinberg 

On September 15, the biggest pro­

test ever against cutting old-growth 

timber in an American forest took 

place at the town of Carlotta in 
Northern California's Humboldt Coun­
ty. 6,000 gathered and over 1,000 
were arrested, including blues sta_r 
Bonnie Raitt, to stop the chainsaws of 
Pacific Lumber (PL) from cutting at the 
ancient and majestic redwoods of 

Headwaters Grove. 
Once covering nearly 2 million 

acres of Northern California, the 
ancient redwood forest has been re­

duced to less than four percent of Its 

range. The 60,000-acre Headwaters 
Forest contains the last privately­
owned ancient redwood forest left. It 

includes the 3,000-acre Headwaters 
Grove and five other virgin old-growth 
groves. These groves protect the 
headwaters of several creeks and are 
home to such threatened species as 
the spotted owl and coho salmon. 

PL, owned by the Fortune 500 
megalith Maxxam, was ready to start 

"salvage" logging at Headwaters on 
September 16 as mating season 
ended for the marbled murrelet, a 
seabird that nests in the redwoods. 

The previous year saw 200 arrests 
before Garberville's Environmental 
Protection Information Center (EPIC) 
got an injunction to stop the logging at 
the eleventh hour. But over the winter, 
with the protesters gone, an appeals 
court overturned the injunction. 
Maxxam was ready to move again. 

Just before the rally, closed-door 
negotiations between Maxxam and 
Democratic Sen. Diane Feinstein called 
for a two-week cooling-off period while 

negotiations continued. "There ain't a 

lot of meat on that bone," Earth First! 's 
Darryl Cherney told the press, noting 
Feinstein's 0'!\'n private fortune from 
San Francisco real estate interests. 'As 
far as I'm concerned, all we've got 
here is a deal cooked up between two 
real estate developers who have more 
in common with each other than with 
the people." 

EPIC is proposing an alternative 
plan linking protection of Headwaters 
to resolving conflicts over Maxxam's 
financial sleaze. Maxxam bought out 
PL in a hostile take-over funded by 
dirt-cheap, high-return "junk-bonds" in 
1985. Maxxam immediately began 

clear-cutting the ancient redwoods at 
nearly three times the rate of PL's old 
owners, a local Humboldt family. 

2,000-year-old trees--as well as the 

loggers' pension fund--were sacrificed 

to pay back the astronomical junk­
bond debt. 

The Federal Deposit Insurance 
Company (FDIC) and other federal 
regulatory agencies are seeking hun­
dreds of millions of dollars in damages 

from Maxxam, charging deceptive 
financial practices and reporting. 
Maxxam magnate Charlie Hurwitz of 
Houston is fighting the .charges. 

In a 1991 lawsuit against junk-bond 

king Michael Milken, the fecleral gov­

ernment contended that Maxxam's 
leveraged buyout of PL was illegal due 
to shady junk deals between Hurwitz's 
now-bankrupt Texas savings & loan 
and Milken's notorious and now-de­
funct Drexel-Burnham-Lambert invest­
ment firm. Hurwitz's United Savings 
Association of Texas S&L folded--the 
fifth largest S&L failure in US history-­

and the FDIC was forced to bail. out 
the depositors at a cost of $1.6 billion. 

Cecilia Lanman of EPIC says Hur­
witz's debt to the taxpayers should be 
paid back with public protection of the 
Headwaters redwoods. She calls for a 
"debt for nature swap• in which Hurwitz 
would surrender the Headwaters For­
est to public protection to settle his 
debt to the American people. Lanman 
advocates an FDIC criminal investiga­
tion of the Texas tycoon. One banner 

at the Carlotta rally proclaimed, • JAIL 
FOR HURWITZ!" 

Hurwitz, meanwhile, is suing the 
federal Interior Department and Califor­
nia Board of Forestry for interfering 
with his "private property rights" in 
Headwaters by denying him the right 
to build new logging roads under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Further complicating matters, the 
local Bear River Indians claim Head­
waters Forest as their ancestral lands 

from before PL took it in 1869. 

EPIC's suits against PLJMaxxam 
under the Endangered Species Act 
have slowed the plunder of Head­

waters over the years. "We've been to 
court fifteen times and Hurwitz cannot 
log in six old-growth groves,• says 
EPIC's Lanman. "But he got the 'sal­
vage exemption' allowing 'dead or dis­
eased' trees to be taken out. Thus far · 

they have been unable to remove any 
standing trees in the ancient groves. 

We haven't been able to stop th8m 

from taking out downed trees. Had we 

not sued in federal court in 1995, they 
would have been able to cut standing 

trees in all the groves." 
A 1988 EPIC case stopped Maxxam 

from clear-cutting in the virgin old 
growth groves, but the corporation is 
still doing •residual" logging of old 
growth--cutting the remaining trees in 
areas which had already been selec­
tively cut by PL 'They are doing this 
illegally in our opinion,• charges Lan­
man. "And they are doing it as close 

as they can to the old growth groves 
to try to destroy their integrity.• There 

were over 40,000 acres of residual old 

growth when Maxxam came in. Most 

of it is now gone. Maxxam is also still 
clearcutting in second-growth. 

Maxxam has a friend in Republican 
Rep. Frank Riggs, who even intro­
duced a rider to the last Interior appro­
priations bill that would have over­
turned 30,000 of 40,000 acres of de­

signated critical habitat for the marbled 
murrelet--mostly in Headwaters. The 

rider was defeated in June. PL is a top 

Riggs campaign contributor and the 
largest employer in Humboldt County, 
a significant chunk of Rigg's district. 
Riggs' Maxxam-friendly plan to save 
headwaters called for granting PL log­
ging rights in the Smith River Recrea­

tion Area of the Six Rivers National 

Forest, north of Humboldt in Def Norte 
County. The plan went nowhere due to 
complete lack of environmentalist sup­
port. "It involved trading old growth for 

old growth. It would have shifted the 
problem, not solved it,• says EPIC's 

Paul Mason. "It was a political solution 
to a biological problem.• 

On September 28, a new deal for 
Headwaters was brokered by Sen. 
Feinstein. A10-month moratorium on 
logging in two of the ancient groves 

was declared--Headwaters and Elk­

head Springs. Together with a buffer 
zone, these groves constitute 7,500 
acres which would be turned over to 

joint federal-stata protection. The deal 

also affects some of the adjacent hold­
ings of Elk River Timber, owned by 

Sierra Pacific, some of which would go 
into protection, and some be trans- · 

ferred to PL But it isn't a done deal 
yet. The government must come up 
with $380 million worth of land or other 
assets to pay Hurwitz for Headwaters, 
and closed army bases are apparently 

being considered. The deal is also 
contingent on approval of a Habitat 

Conservation Plan by the federal Fish 

& Wildlife Service for 205,000 acres 
remaining in Maxxam's hands, includ­
ing the four ancient groves. 

Lanman calls the Feinstein deal a 

"license to kill endangered species.• 
She notes that either party--Maxxam or 
the government--can walk away from 
the deal on two weeks notice at any 
point. "If Hurwitz doesn't like what they 
offer, he can walk away and threaten 
to log in Headwaters." 

Meanwhile, "salvage" logging con­
tinues in the four ancient groves not 

covered by the deal. EPIC is calling for 
the California Board of Forestry to bar 

the "salvage exemption" in virgin old­

growth on the basis of an emergency 
threat to species and public safety due 
to the protests. 

Lanman says the struggle isn't over 
yet, and that local activists will hold out 
for a debt swap as the only way to get 
real protection for Headwaters. "FDIC 
should collect on Hurwitz's debt and 
apply it to purchase of an adequate 
biologically sound Headwaters forest. 
That means 60,000 acres and all six 
ancient groves. Nobody is swallowing 
that they saved Headwaters. They 
know it isn't true. • 
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came together with 6,000 protesters at 
the Carlotta site just outside PL's land . 

as planned. After the rally, several 
hundred crossed one-by-one over the 
property line and were promptly arrest­
ed by state and local police. 

Meanwhile, in the logging capital of 
Eureka, timber workers held their own 

counter-rally, with a convoy of logging 
trucks festooned with banners insulting 
Darryl Cherney and Earth First! in 
crude terms and decrying the closing 
of California's logging · mills--as if 
environmentalists rather than NAFTA 
and corporate down-sizing were to 
blame. 
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For the next several weeks, over 
150 more environmentalists were 
arrested in ongoing nonviolent guerilla­

style actions aimed at halting the 
logging. Some activists found on PL 
land were arrested on felony trespass 
charges. Tensions escalated as log­
gers and local rednecks threatened 
and harassed the protesters. 

As the two-week period ended, PL 
started salvage logging in Headwaters. 
EPIC's legal efforts failed to halt them, 
but did win a one-day stoppage when 
loggers illegally knocked down a 
30-foot healthy hemlock tree. 

In one action at the Eureka 
Democratic Party HQ, protesters 
spread manure in protest of the 

face-saving compromise plan negotia­
ted by Feinstein. 
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By Angela Mehira Bocage 

This issue's Down By Law will intro­
duce the subject of lawyer/client com­

munications for arrested activists, make 
a couple of announcements, and intro­
duce this writer. I'm Angela Mehira Bo­
cage, and I am (besides a cartoonist for 
the SHADOW):""not a lawyer, just a 
law student." Currently, I'm the law 
student vice president of the New York 
chapter of the National Lawyers Guild. 
A couple of years ago, I lived in San 
Francisco, where I was really pissed that 

fascist goons were attacking women's 
health clinics, and that people with 
AIDS like my brother Michael were get­
ting abused not just by bashers, but by 

the cops. 
So, I started to work with a direct 

action group that literally kicked ass. To 
paraphrase Class War, if you thought 
that holding hands singing "We Shall 
Overcome" in front of the clinic while 
KKK-type thugs attacked the clients and 
staff was gonna change anything, then 
you didn't want to join this group. My 
role wasn't so direct because I had small 

kids; I taught self-defense, worked a lot 

on communications, and learned legal 
observing and legal advocacy from the 
San Francisco National Lawyers Guild. I 
discovered th~t I could actually get the 
police to leave my friends alone at ac­
tions using these simple skills! It was 
great! Unlike many things I had done in 
the past (e.g., tap dancing, freeway 
driving, and temping at banks), I was 
good at it! I decided to go to law school 
to do it all the time, because from 
Mumia to the girl busted for defending 

herself, a lot of people were obviously 
getting screwed in a specifically legal 
way -- people whom I considered my 

community: people who were in the 
streets fighting back. 

I didn't have, and don't recommend, 
any illusions that legal work or the 
electoral process can make social 
change, but I wanted to help the people 
who were making it stay free to do so. 
One of the biggest surprises I got in law 

school was finding out I wasn't alone. 
There is a modest-sized but astonishing­

ly tenacious minority of lawyers who 
agree with me. Most are members or 

friends of the National Lawyers Guild, 
which began in the 1930s as the first 
race/gender-integrated bar association, 
to help the early labor movement. The 
Guild supports local projects like New 
York's Streetlaw and the Mass Defense 
Committee. 

Streetlaw teaches the know-your­
rights basics of housing law, immigration 
law, employment law, and the law 
around confrontations with police, and 
will be offering AIDS law in 1997, for 
free. The next training is February 8, 

and after that, training will take place 
every other Saturday, from about 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p:m. Once you learn an 
area of law from Streetlaw workshops, 
you're then encouraged to be on the 
teaching team for at least one future 
workshop, with someone who's done it 

before. The Mass Defense Committee 

provides, also free, legal observers and 
defense lawyers wherever activists are 
marching, demonstrating, or making 
their presence felt in the streets. (And 
in parks, but more on that later.) They 
also train new legal observers. To at­
tend a Streetlaw training or to request 
Mass Defense assistance at an action, 

call the New York Guild chapter at 212-

255-4181. 
Despite all this, law school's also 

taught me that some lawyers apparently 

possess the conscience and human sym­

pathies of death camp doctors. The rea­
sons for this have to do with the elitist 
and ideological screening process for 
the profession, and with what society as 
it is currently constituted, rewards. It's 
not that I'm cynical about human na­
ture; as an anarchist, I think people are 
a lot better than current society gives 

them room to be, but law school, like 
many other things, can sometimes re­

ward the biggest jerks. Therefore, some 

lawyers are better than you might ex­
pect, many aren't, and the latter deserve 
every lawyer joke ever told. 

The reason radical lawyers are more . 
likely to treat you right is partly that 
they they are simply more vulnerable. 
Just as more Civil Rights claims have 
historically been challenged under Rule 

11 of the Federal Rules of Civil Proce­
dure for being "unwarranted" based on 
existing law, so more radical lawyers 
have been challenged regarding their 

work by conservative colleagues or 
judges. Thus, it's sensible and shows 

healthy self-preservation to remain 
strictly ethical. 

One foundational requirement of 
legal ethics is that your lawyer must rep­
resent you diligently and "zealously," 
meaning whatever is legal to help you 
succeed in getting your case dismissed, 
keep from being evicted, or whatever 
your goal is. And, the attorney must 
defer to your decision regarding the ob­
jective of the representation. (Although 

they're also bound by ethics to counsel 
you'honestly about how realistic your 
objective is.) That's your decision; how 
the lawyer thinks they might get you 

there i& his or hers. Whether your law­
yer is one of the more personally decent 

ones or not, all attorneys are bound by 

minimum standards of the ethics 
code(s) of the state(s) where they prac­
tice. New York has its rnyn version of 

the American Bar Association's (ABA's) 
Model Code of Professional Responsi­
bility, which provides ideal "aspirational" 
guidelines called Ethical Canons, fol­
lowed by Disciplinary Rµles (the latter 
are the bottom line), which don't differ 
much from the ABA's. If they blow 
these, attorneys are subject to sanctions. 
Also, if you are found guilty due to their 
incompetence, that fact could lead to 
the overturning of your conviction. One 
part of a lawyer's ethical minimum daily 

requirement is listening to his or her 
clients, explaining things to them fully, 
and pursuing the clients' objectives. 

That means that if you tell them you 

SHADOW #~ (DEC.1996-MARCH 1997)'-PAOE 11 

want to plead guilty or not guilty, they 
have to honor that. They have to do 

whatever they lawfully can to try to 
achieve it. These rules apply equally to 
public defenders and "188" lawyers (pri-

. vate lawyers appointed by the court to 
take cases where Legal Aid would have 
a conflict, like multi-defendant cases). 

Further, ethics require. strict confiden­

tiality. No lawyer may reveal informa­
tion they learn while they're repre­
senting you ever about anything you've 
done in the past (unless a judge should 
order them to, which is very rare). How­
ever, lawyers aren't supposed to keep 
intent of future crime secret). 

There's undoubtedly potential for 
manipulation and pressure in the law­
yer/client relationship. When people are 
accused of crimes, they're reasonably 
anxious, while the lawyer may appear to 

have at his or her COJ]lmand the intrica­

cies of the system. Therefore, be sure to 
communicate clearly and forcefully, and 
don't hesitate to talk about anything in 
the past that your lawyer might need to 
know. Tell him or her what your objec­
tive is, whether to take a plea to a 
misdemeanor, or, not to plead out but 

to maintain innocence and make them 
give you a trial. They aren't bound to 
follow your strategy ideas about the 

exact way to go about achieving your 

objectives, but they should make sure 

you understand all your options. 

In most cases, demonstration/political 

arrestees shouldn't worry if they can't 
get a private attorney or a volunteer 
Mass Defense attorney, and are as­
signed representation by a Legal Aid or 
188 defense lawyer. Contrary to what 

one might expect, public defender jobs 
at Legal Aid, despite their relatively low 
pay, are very competitive, enabling them 

to hire qualified, committed people. 

Also, as one former Legal Aid attorney 
told me, she considers political arrestees 
one of the highlights of her work, be­
cause of the constitutional and social 
issues they address, because she is sym­
pathetic to those issues, and simply be­
cause in the multitude of drug and pro­
perty crimes, they present something 
different. · 

A final point in favor of Legal Aid is 
that it's independent, not city-a_dminis­
tered. Legal Aid's union struggles 
against the City to maintain and raise 
the standards for indigent criminal de­
fense. They are currently skirmishing 

bitterly with mayor Rudolph Giuliani, 
who's vowed to bust their union, like he 

did the PA TCO air traffic controllers. 
Legal Aid's union has raised credible 
concerns that the Giuliani-sponsored de­
fense organizations could be more coop­
erative with the mayor and less zealous 
on behalf of its clients. So, if you are 
assigned counsel from Leyil Aid or 
18B, communicate clearly as candidly as 
possible and remember that you're the 
one who decides the objective. 

A recent decision by the New York 

Court of Appeals has promise for those 
mistreated by the police or wrongly sub­
jected to arrest or conviction. In an 
opinion consolidating the similar claims 
of three petitioners against the New 
York City Police Department, the court 
ruled that new evidence could be avail­

able to show that officers lied or abused 
their discretion. No longer do the cops 
get to claim automatic immunity when 
defendants and defense lawyers request 

to see their memo books ("police activi­
ty logs") or the complaint follow-up re­

ports commonly referred to as DD5s. 
The case, In the Matter of Khalib Gould, 

Harold Scott, and Joseph F. DeFelice, 

ends the previously exempt status en­
joyed by these police documents. Nor­
mally, pursuant to state and federal 

. laws, prosecutors are required to allow 

the defense team access to any relevant 
documents in their possession. It's called 
"Brady material" or in New York, "Ro­

sario material," and withholding it from 

the defense is strictly forbidden. This 

case, however, challenged the exemp­

tion for memo books and DD5's under 

New York's Freedom of Information 
Law (FOIL), whose "policy is to pro­
mote openness in government." Still, 
this decision leaves more room for po­

lice secrecy, as in many cases, police can 

still withhold DD5's and memo books, 

claiming that the safety of witnesses 
could be compromised, and more po­

tentially dangerous, when "confidential 

. information of non-routine police proce­
dures" could be exposed. Nevertheless, 
substantial factual information that 
could help defend the accused will now 
be easier to obtain, including a checklist 
that establishes the degree to which a 
crime scene was investigated and who 
all the witnesses are and their contact 
and descriptive information. 

Until next time .... we all need to sup­

port community center ABC No Rio's 

survival; besides financial donations and 

energy, it's extremely important to have 
people in court when their case is heard 

-- be there if you can. (Please call them 
at: 212-254-3697). 

And remember the unconstitutional 
arrest of squatter supporters in Tomp­
kins Square Park last August 13, when 

ninth precinct "executive officer" Cap­
tain Kelleher decided to invoke the ob­
scure and constitutionally dubious rule 

that requires a group of more than 20 
people in a city park to obtain an offi­

cial permit. These persons, whose ac­
tions were peaceful, were arrested with­
out hearing any warning from cops and 
held for up to two days waiting for ar­
raignment. Some were denied medical 
care even after informing their captors 
about health problems. 

At this time, Adjournment in Con­
templation of Dismissal (ACD) pleas 
have been accepted from most of the 
arrestees, which illustrates how weak 
the police and city know their case to 

be. But others have chosen to fight the 
charges and their detention by taking 

their cases to trial. They hope to chal­
lenge the cops' actions and the strange 
"20 gets you 48" park regulation which, 
as several have pointed out, would do 
away with most team sports, family re­
union picnics, and kids' birthday parties. 

ACDs are fairly favorable disposi­
tions and common for protest arrestees. 
With an ACD, a defendant's charges 
are dismissed provisionally, and will 
disappear permanently, unless the per­
son is rearrested within six months, in 

which case the old charges may be 

added to whatever new charges arise 

from the subsequent arrest. Even so, 
the SHADOW's attorneys say it is very 
rare for the old charges to be brought 
up again. However, an ACD is a form 
of plea bargain, and as such, can in­
clude a requirement for the perfor­
mance of "community service." While it 
doesn't deny guilt or challenge the law, 
accepting an ACD does preclude cer­
tain suits against the police or the city. 

Two of those arrested on August 13 

have refused ACDs and are asserting 

their right to a trial, where, we can only 
hope, some truth may emerge. They are 
local history poet/performer Carla Bed­
rosian, and Hooverville bass player and 
SHADOW reporter Steven Wishnia. 
Our support for their stand will help 
everyone who wants their park and their 
right to dissent, so please come to court 
for them on February 6 at 100 Centre 

. St., Part AP 5, fourth floor, at 9:30 a.m. 

THE SHADOW 
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Well, here we are again!! 
As always, cops and crime are in the 
news in a big way. Funny how those two 

seem to go hand in hand!! 

••• 
The Seventh and Ninth Precincts in the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan were re­
ported to have undergone a 100% in­
crease in murders in the period from 
January 1 to August 18, 1996, as com­

pared with the same months of 1995, 

bucking both a nationwide and citywide 

trend. 
• •• 

On October 9, NYPD Sergeant Thomas 
Kennedy of the 24th Precinct in the 

Upper West Side of Manhattan was ar­
raigned on charges of first-degree as­
sault for Ii.fling a burglary suspect up 
while handcuffed and dropping him face 
down on the pavement. Kennedy is 
charged with brutalizing Ricardo Cruz, 
one of three men who allegedly fled a 
parking garage when police responded 
to a report of suspicious activity. 
According to six witnesses, after Cruz 
was handcuffed behind his back, 

Kennedy picked him up off the ground 
and threw him into the pavement; un­
able to break his fall, Cruz suffered a 

cracked rib and a laceration to the fore­
head and lost three teeth. The cops 
then charged Cruz with assault, resisting 
arrest, and a variety of burglary-related 
charges. 

• •• 
On November 13, Thomas Zichetello 
and Frank Richardone, vice-president 
and treasurer respectively of the now­

defunct Transit Police Benevolent Asso­

ciation and current board members of 
the New York City PBA, were indicted 

in Federal Court on charges that they 

embezzled $265,000 from the cop union 
and used the money to buy new cars for 
themselves and family members . 

••• 
Inspector Charles Luisi of the NYPD 
took the Fifth Amendment in Novem­
ber as prosecutors grilled him 

about accepting free trips to Montreal 
and Puerto Rico from a Manhattan gun 
dealer whose shop supplies the police. 

The gun dealer's ex-wife is alleging in a 

lawsuit that her former husband used 

his connections in the Police Depart­
ment to have detectives hold her prison­
er in a hotel room for three days. 

••• 
On November 3, Newark, New Jersey's 
former Police Director William R. Cel­
ester was sentenced to two and a half 
years in jail for embezzling over $50,000 
in police department funds and using it 
to pay for vacations and gifts for his 
wife and mistresses . 

••• 
On October 3, a black man named 
Charles Campbell parked his car in 
front of a delicatessen in Dobbs Ferry 
in upstate New York. The owner of the 
deli, Richard DiGuglielmo, came out 
and screamed at Campbell that he 

could not park there, and Campbell told 

him that he was just going to buy a slice 

of pizza and would be right back. When 
he came back, he found that the deli 
owner and his son, off-duty NYPD Offi­

cer Richard DiGuglielmo Jr., had van­
dalized his windshield with a sticker. A 
fight ensued, and the younger DiGug­

lielmo shot Campbell to death with a 
handgun. 

• •• 
Officer Desmond Robinson has plea­
bargained out of charges of assault, so­
domy, and attempted rape stemming 
from a drunken sexual attack on an off­
duty female officer with whom he was 
out bar-crawling in downtown Manhat­

tan. Robinson pied guilty to a misde­

meanor assault charge. SHADOW read­
ers will remember that Robinson was 

shot in the back by fellow officer 

Robert Del Debbio in 1994. Del Deb­
bio, who is white, mistook Robinson in 
plainclothes for a black suspect. 

••• 
On October 13, off-duty police officer 
Brian Jones was accidentally shot in the 
back of the head and killed by another 
off-duty officer during a personal gun­
fight between the two off-duty officers 

and a man against whom them were 
seeking revenge for a mugging . 

••• 
Investigators from the NYPD Internal 
Affairs Bureau have begun an inquiry 
into allegations that male officers at the 
Traffic Control Division had been se­
cretly observing female officers through 
a hole in the wall between the men's 
and women's locker rooms . 

••• 
While directing traffic around the scene 
of a collision on December 9, Officer 
Neil Forster of the 50th Precinct in the 

Bronx was str:uck and critically injured 
by a station wagon driven by off-duty 
Officer James Kalendarian. Kalendar­
ian, a highly decorated veteran of ten 
years on the force was intoxicated. For­
ster was hospitalized with severe head 
injuries and has had a leg amputated. 

••• 
On November 13, an all-white jury in 
Pittsburgh acquitted white police officer 
John Vojtas of beating and killing black 
motorist Johnny Gammage during a 

traffic stop after Gammage had 
emerged from his car holding a cellular 

phone that cops claim they mistook for 
a gun. A white tow truck driver who 
was the only witness who was not a par­
ticipant in the beating testified that the 
police had started the confrontation, 
which took place on October 12, 1995. 

••• 
Officers of the New York State Depart­
ment of Environmental Conservation, 
who function as State Park police, were 
issued new Glock .40-caliber automatic 
handguns in 1993 to replace their 9-mm 
automatics. The cops were given the op­

tion of buying the "old" guns (which had 

been issued to them in 1990 to replace 

their .357 Magnum revol­
vers) at a bargain price of 
$256 with a waiver of sales 
tax. According to the State 
Inspector General's office, 
hundreds of the 9mm's 

were resold by the cops to 
civilians who did not pos­
sess licen~s to carry them. 

6~ 
••• 

When you're surfing the 
internet, check out our 
Global Kop Watch site on 
the World Wide Web. You 
can share your experiences 
with cops and photos with 
the rest of the world. The 

address is: http: 

//mediafilter.org/globocop 
••• 
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If you have any Kop Watch 
reports, info, photos, badge 

or undercover cop car 
plate numbers, please send 

it to: The SHADOW, P.O. 
Box 20298, New York, NY 
10009, Attn: Kop Watch 

u.. • t believe the doughnuts were planted in my 

squad car in an effort to discredit me.• 

THE LIVOTI DECISION: 
A HAND AROUND ALL OUR THROATS 

By A. Kronstadt 
On October 7, 1996, Police Officer killed Anthony Baez In a fit of mur-

Francls X. Livoti was acquitted of derous rage over a petty Incident 
charges stemming from the death of that concerned only the cops them-
Anthony Baez, a man whom he had selves, Livoti had not committed a 
strangled to death after a confronts- crime. The act committed by Francis 
tlon over a game of touch football. X. Livoti, according to Schelndlin, 
On December 22, 1994, Baez and his did not amount to the narrow charge 
brothers were playing the game In of criminally negligent homlclde-1.e., 
the side street In front of the Bronx Uvotl's act was not a •gross devla-
house where their mother and father tlon from the care that a reasonable 
lived. A cop car containing Livoti person• would have exercised under 
and his partner was Idling nearby similar circumstances. As criminally 
for reasons unrelated to the game, negligent homicide was the only 
and at one point the football hit the charge that Bronx District Attorney 
patrol car. The men apologized, but Robert Johnson was pressing 
at a certain point the ball glanced off against Livoti, Schelndlin therefore 
the cop car again. Officer Uvotl re- felt obligated to acquit him. 
sponded by attempting to break up It does not look as If D.A. John-
the game In an aggressive fashion, son's office was serious about pro-
creating a confrontation with the secutlng Livoti. In 1995, shortly after 
Baez brothers during which Livoti Livoti had been charged with the kil-
turned on Anthony Baez and com- ling, the D.A. 's office dropped the 
pressed his neck with a bllly club In case on the grounds that some of 
a manner Intended to cut off his the paperwork had not been filed 
breathing. The 29-year-old Mr. Baez properly. The charge of criminally 
failed to recover from the assault. negligent homicide was Imposed on 
He died of asphyxiation In the back Livoti only after a sit-In at Johnson's 
of the patrol car on the way to the office by Baez family members and 
precinct. Dr. Charles Hlrch, the NYC Puerto Rican community activists. 
Chief Medical Examiner, testified at Criminally negligent homicide Is one 
the trial that the •asphyxiation was of the lowest-level felonies, punish-
consistent with having been placed able by llttle over a year In jail. 
In a choke-hold, ■ a police maneuver Schelnlin's verdict used the 
that Is now against police regula- words •error In judgement' to de-
tlons. In typical fashion, several scribe Uvotl's vicious escalation of a 
cops, Including Uvotl's partner, tes- minor affront-not even an Infraction 
titled that Baez was struggling wildly of any particular law-In~ blood-
as they tried to handcuff him and shed. The judge's legal argument 
that they had not seen Livoti apply was that It was "Illegal to resist 
the chokehold. Officer Daisy Borla, arrest" even when the arrest Is not 
who arrived on the scene later In a authorized, and there was enough 
different patrol car, said that Baez testimony from the police to leave a 
was lying motionless on the ground reasonable doubt In his mind that 
when she arrived. There was testl- Anthony Baez was resisting arrest. 
mony from the only other witnesses- Although the chokehold was Illegal, 
-members of the Baez family, lnclud- ruled Schelndlln, asthma absolved 
Ing Anthony's father. All said they Livoti of legal responsibility for the 
saw Anthony Baez go limp after a taking of life. 
chokehold had been applied. Antho- Schelndlin's junk justice encour-
ny Baez, who had never been arres- ages the police to exercise murder-
ted and who was thinking about be- ous passions. Francis Livoti had 
coming a police officer himself, suf- been the subject of 11 complaints 
fered from asthma; the elder Baez before the Civilian Complaint Review 
testified that he had run out Into the Board, one for each of his 11 years 
freezing cold night In his underwear with the NYPD, and was In a dlscl-
to warn the police that his son was pllnary program monitoring his con-
asthmatic. duct at the time that he killed Ba.ez. 

The case was tried, at the option In addition to this, he was facing de-
of Uvotl's lawyer, without a jury In partmental charges for choking and 
the court of Acting Justice Geral~ slapping a teenager In 1993, whom 
Shelndlln. Uvotl's defense was paid he had detained for riding a go-cart. 
for In full by the Patrolman"s Bene- Judge Scheldlin let police know that 
volent Association. Justice Shelndlln even a cop who Is sick In the head 
ruled that, although all the evidence has the force behind him. 
pointed to the fact that Livoti had 



t:Hlt:AIO FIVE FACE FELOIIIEI 
By Chris Flash 

In a strange repeat of history, five 
activists· have been arrested on charges 
of assaulting Chicago cops and inciting 
others to do the saqie at the 1996 Chi­
cago Democratic Convention. 

Twenty eight years earlier, in 1968, 
the Democratic Convention in Chicago 
was disrupted by rioting cops who indis­
criminately beat peaceful demonstrators 
and_ bystanders inside and outside of the 
convention at the behest of mayor Rich­
ard Daley. In the end, eight political or­

ganizers were arrested on charges of 
conspiracy to riot and put on trial. They 
became known as the Chicago Seven af­

ter one of them, Black Panther Bobby 
Seale, was cut from the case and tried 
separately. 

Twenty_ eight years later, the Demo­
crats again chose Chicago as the site of 
their convention. This time, with Rich­
ard Daley's son Richard Junior as the 
mayor, veteran protestors of the 1968 

convent" n vowed to return to Chicago, 
along with current activists. 

In preparation for the convention, 
Andrew Hoffman, son of 1968 conven­

tion veteran Abbie Hoffman, went to 

Chicago to confirm the necessary per­
mits for street marches and demonstra­
ting at Grant and Lincoln parks. When 
he was unable to get the permits, Festi­
val of Life organizer Robert MacDonald 
went to Chicago to see what he could 
do. Originally from New York's Lower 
East Side, MacDonald had worked with 
the Yippies on the Pot Parade, with 
City University students against mayor 
Giuliani's education cuts and against po­
lice brutality ensuing from Giuliani's 

"quality of life" crackdown. 
Though he was told by the mayor's 

office and the park district office that 
there was a moratorium on permits, 
MacDonald knew that they were bluf­
fing, since it violated first amendment 
free speech. Aware of the many paral­

lels between 1968 and 1996, Robert stu­
died what the Yippies did in 1968 to get 
their permits in the face of open hostili­
ty by city officials. He wrote to the cur­
rent officials, requesting his permits with 

added ironic references to 1968: "Sxpect • 

a cast of millions," and "The whole 
world will be watching." 

In response, the city refused to either 
deny the permits or give him the paper­
work he needed. When Robert sought 
help from the local ACLU chapter, they 
told him we was not a "proper" client 

and refered him to a "First Amend­

ment" lawyer who demanded that Mac­
Donald sign over his authority to ac­

quire the march and rally permits to 
him. MacDonald refused. 

Rob discovered that the ACLU had 
consulted with the city of Chicago and 
worked with the city's park district law­

yers on how to set up "protest pits" to 
handle first amendment activities, even 
though at that time, the ACLU was rep­

resenting no one involved with demon­
strating during the convention. Protest 

pits are similar to the "pig pens" erected 

by New York City cops to contain pro­
testors in small manageable areas, usu­
ally far away from the site being demon­
strated against. Like sheep, many con­
vention protestors signed up for a lot­
tery in order to get their spot in one of 
several protest pits set up throughout 
the city. 

While hanging out and sleeping in 

Grant Park, MacDonald and other or­

ganizers and demonstrators experienced 
a great deal of harassment from cops 
trying to make things as unpleasant as 

-possible for them. Beside the cops, gov­

ernment agents scoured the area, osten­
sibly looking for explosives, and revenue 
police carrying guns sought to intimidate 
peddlers. 

On August 22, two days before his 
first action (a "Stop The Drug War" 
rally and march), Rob got permits to 
use Grant and Lincoln Parks and to 
march on the sidewalks. The Drug War 
march included concerned citizens, pot 
heads, drug war reformers and people 
in the justice system. The issues ad­

dressed at the rally were the drug war, 

medical marijuana, treatment on de­
mand, ibogaine for treatment of heroin 
addiction, industrial hemp, prison re­
form, and more. During the march, Rob 
tried and succeeded in getting marchers 
into the streets. He felt that this would 
determine the ability of other marchers 

to take the streets in other demos. 
The march was filmed by veteran un­

derground filmmaker Haskel Wexler, 

hired by ABC-1V news show Night 

Line. (Wexler is best known for his 1968 

movie Medium Cool, which explored the 
hypocracy and parasitic nature of the 
news media. He cleverly incorporated 
the Democratic Convention's anti-war 
demonstrators and Chicago Police Riot 
in Grant Park into his movie, at one 
point having his actors play their roles 
in the middle of the chaos, as Chicago 
pigs beat and chased peaceful demon­
strators behind the actors.) Unfortun­
ately, Wexler chose to film the marchers 

from the rear, completely ignoring the 
current issues being dealt with. Wexler 
replaced speakers' words with music, fo­
cusing on a few individuals to make the 
march look thin, even though more than 
1,000 people participated. The mar­
chers' signs were not shown, nor were 
speakers heard in Wexler's coverage. 
According to MacDonald, this served to 
portray the current demonstrators as a 
group of complacent protestors, defined 
as co-operating with the police. 

On Monday, August 26, a small 
demonstration around education issues 
took place · from Grant Park across from 

the Hilton Hotel to one of the same sta­

tues climbed by protestors in 1968. This 
time, the horse had been greased to 
prevent a repeat of such an action, so 
demonstrators scrubbed the horse with 
giant toothbrushes, creating a guerilla 
theatre action. They then marched to 
the convention site, with a topless fe­
male marcher wearing a mask of Hillary 

Clinton. She was later arrested. Though 
less than 100 people marched, the 
media coverage was extensive. 

The next day, a much larger demon­

stration of roughly 2,000 people began 

in Wicker Park, focusing on the death 
penalty, police brutality, freedom for 
amerikan indian activist Leonard Peltier 
and the Drug War. Led by Chicago 
Seven veteran Dave Dellinger, the "Not 
on the Guest List" march included a co­
alition of leftists, amerikan indians led 
by Vernon Bellecourte of AIM, and 

anarchists. 
Festival of Life organizers wanted to 

march to Wicker Park to meet the lar­

ger rally with an all-black band from 

Dunbar High School marching in front 
of them, but the band was forced to re­
board their buses and leave after their 
music instructor was threatened and 
scared off by cops as two vans with 45 
riot clad pigs arrived. Even so, accor­
ding to MacDonald, this was the most 
sµccessful and biggest march of week, 

with loads of visuals and props. Other 
than the cops intimidating the high 

school band, MacDonald told the 

SHADOW that there were no other in­

cidents. 
On Wednesday, August 28, Festival 

of Life participants and supporters 
joined a march led by controversial 

NYC black activist Al Sharpton in his 
""Campaign to Cash a Check," getting its 
name from Martin Luther King's quote 
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that blacks need to withdraw freedom 
from the "bank of democracy." The only 
incident noted by MacDonald was when 

cops pigs attempted to steal media ma­
terials from the anarchists' Counter 
Media vehicle that filmed the march. 

The next day, as MacDonaid was set­
ting up for a demonstration at the Hil­
ton Hotel, he was arrested on six counts 
of felony mob action stemming from 
Tuesday's march and tossed into jail. 
Later that day, police picked up four 

other organizers one at a time, outside 
of any media attention. Before his ar­
rest, MacDonald had told the Depart­

ment of Transportation of his plans fof 
a coalition march up Michigan Avenue 

"from the Hilton. They told him that he 

hadn't responded quickly enough to 

their response to his request for a 
march permit. But when he insisted that 
he was within his response time since he 
had just received their response in his 
mail, they said nothing more. Twelve 
hours later, MacDonald was arrested. 

Two hours after his arrest, Rob saw 
his girlfriend Bonnie Tocwish brought 
into the same jail. While in custody, she 
was denied access to her medica­
tion. Four hours later, the Re, crend 

Ron Shupp was arrested after being 
tricked by cops into leaving a demon­

stration at the site of his earlier arrest 
with Dave Dellinger the day before. 
Ben Masel, already in custody for "tres­
passing" as he handed out leaflets in 
front of the Hilton, was arrested again 
just before he was due to be released 

on the trespassing charge. Later that 
day, animal rights activist Michael 
Durshmid was arrested as he took part 
in a demonstration outside the jail, pro­
testing the arrests of the others. Dursh­

mid was well known to Chicago cops for 

his creative animal rights protests, in­
cluding confrontations at the rodeo and 
at several MacDonald's restaurants. 
Twenty six hours later, the Chicago 
Five, as they were now known, were re­
leased on a total bail of $5,000. 

The Five were charged with two 

counts each of "felony mob action," 
"aggravated assault," anC, "aggravated 
battery," all of which are felonies. All of 

the charges stem from the previous 
Tuesday's "Not on the Guest List" 

demo. At first, all five were charged 
with throwing a single bottle at cops. 

Later, they were charged as leaders who 

encouraged the crowd to throw a bottle 
at cops and riot in general. However, 
contradicting his own department's 

charges, Chicago police press officer 
Paul Jenkins told the Chicago Tribune 

that there had been no incidents at 
Tuesday's demonstration. 

The Chicago Five expect their trial 
to begin sometime in February. They 
have made a motion to quash and have 
collected more than 50 willing witnesses 

to testify on their behalf. In addition, 
they are subpoenaing news reporters to 
counter the five cops whose false state­

ments are the basis of the charges 
against them. If convicted, the Chicago 
Five face two or more years per count. 

Since their release, and while await­
ing trial, MacDonald organized and ne­
gotiated a permit for another police 
brutality demo on October 22. After 
that march, he was assaulted by grocery 
store security guards when he refused to 

allow them to search him. MacDonald 
was put in a hospital for his injuries, but 
somehow the guards were able to have 
him arrested for assaulting them. 

MacDonald also participated in poli­
tical protests against former States At­
torney Jack O'Malley, who brought the 
case against the Chicago Five. He feels 
this contributed to O'Malley's loss in his 
re-election bid in the November 4 elec­
tions. MacDonald has made newly-elec­
ted States Attorney Dick Devine aware 

of the case and has requested that in 
light of the abs!-lrdity of the charges, 
Devine drop the charges against the 
Five. Devine declined to comment on 

the charges since MacDonald is a 
defendant in the case. 

Currently, MacDonald is organizing 

for a Drug Reform Policy conference on 
the February 14, the anniversary of Chi­
cago's Saint Valentine's Day Massacre. 
The conference will compare alcohol 
prohibition, which led to the rise of or­
ganized crime and the complete corrup­
tion of Chicago cops and politicians to 
the current Drug War, which has led to 
open bloody warfare among rival coke 

and crack gangs and corrupt cops shak­
ing down drug dealers. Invited speakers 

include the ACLU, former States Attor­

ney assistants and Chicago cops who 

agree that prohibition gives power to 
the criminal element. For more info, 
call Robert MacDonald at: 773-486-
8085. 
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-EIDOS nominated for the 1996 
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