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LANDLORD GREED:

ITS NOT WHAT WE NEED!
By A. Kronstadt

On December 5, New York State
Senator Joseph Bruno, leader of the
State Senate's Republican majority,
announced his threat to single-hand-
edly block renewal of New York State’s
rent regulations--i.e., the laws that have
kept rents affordable for millions of
state residents, particularly in New
York City, when they come up for re-
newal this June. Bruno told the Rent
Stabilization Association (the Orwellian
name of a landlord interest group) that
he would use his influence in the state
Senate to prevent a vote extending the
fifty-year-old laws for another two
years.

Because only 60,000 of the approxi-
mately one million New York State resi-
dents who benefit from legal limits on
their rent live outside New York City,
Bruno, who comes from far upstate
Rensselaer County, has no right to talk
about this life-and-death issue. Joe
Bruno is a dead-moose-on-the-wall up-
state Republican; his constituents are
white people who fled New York City,
or jail guards paid to lock up the sons
of NYC, Joseph Bruno and his legisla-
tive cohorts represent an alien force
that hates us and would like to see us
all rot in hell. Kill all the people and sell
all the property!--that is their motto.
Getting 'rid of rent regulations, like get-
ting rid of welfare, is a good way to
take out the trash. Furthermore, the
pols are getting paid to take out the
trash: three major landlord groups
have made $700,000 in campaign con-
tributions to New York State legisla-
tors; the politicians have received
countless more from individual land-
lords.

Rent regulations, often taking the
form of rent freezes, have existed on
and off in New York City since World
War | and continuously since 1947,
From that year until the late 1960s, vir-
tually all buildings in which six or more
apartments were rented to the public
were covered by rent control. The old
version of the law amounted to a near
moratorium on rent increases. The
1950s are often pointed to (particularly
by conservatives) as golden years for
New York City, with high employment
and a low crime rate. However, under-
lying this era of stability and traditional
values was a strict system that pre-
served communities by preventing
sudden hikes in rent. Rent regulation
was greatly weakened in 1969 when
Rockefeller Republicans in the legisia-
ture decreed a two-tiered system in

‘which tenants already occupying their

apartments would continue under rent
control--whereas those moving into
their apartments after 1969 would be
subject to a system called "rent stabili-
zation," which would give landlords
regular but still limited increases.
Under rent stabilization, the average
rent on a New York City apartment has
approximately tripled over the past
twenty years, whereas the average
rent on a decontrolled apartment has
approximately sextupled,

Also over the past twenty years,
millions of apartments have fallen
through the cracks in the rent regula-
tions and have become "decontrolled."
Buildings have been converted into co-
operatives, in which the owner of an
apartment is entitled to rent it out for
as much as the market will bear.
Apartments and whole buildings have
been renovated by landlords, who

have then been permitted to raise the
rents to the market level under a
something called "Major Capital
Improvements." Old residency hotels
have been converted to cooperatives
or replaced by fancy apartment build-
ings exempt from rent regulations—-in
other words, a substantial number of
apartments are now bringing in mega-
profits for property owners. Middle
class residents of Manhattan pay
$1,000 a month or more for a tiny stu-
dio and $3,000 or more for anything
big enough to house a family. The
cheapest apartments on the fringes of
Queens seldom rent for less than half
this much. When you consider that a
minimum wage job in New York City
pays $5.25 per hour, or $210 per 40-
hour week, it is easy to see how a lot
of people would not be able to live
where they live, or anywhere else in
the city, without rent regulations.

Landlord advocates speak of
rent regulation as if it were some hor-
rendous violation of their rights under
the free enterprise system, but in fact
they are no more so than regulations
on interest. Limits on rent, like limits on
interest, are measures intended to
contain the human costs of monopoly.
When a small number of people con-
trol a commeodity that is in limited sup-
ply and which a great many people
need, this minority can do great da-
mage to society, Banks are in such a
position because they control vast
sums of money that people must bor-
row from them to keep their busi-
nesses going. Landlords are also in
such a position because they control
space that people need to live and
produce.

Human beings in a civilized society
need money to live and produce, but
perhaps more fundamentally they
need a place in which to do it. In a city
like New York, space is a particularly
scarce commeodity and vast stretches
of land and multitudes of buildings are
owned by limited numbers of people.
In the absence of rent regulations,
these few people will take advantage
of their monopolies to drive the price
of space up. Because there are many
people competing for space in New
York City but few people who own it,
there is little competition among the
owners to force them to keep their
prices down. Therefore, in a place like
New York, rent regulation is the only
way to maintain stable communities--
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just as regulation of interest rates has . |

been the only way to maintain a stable
economy.

There is a largely unchallenged
myth in NYC, believed by many ten-
ants who pay high rents, that they are
paying $1000 a month for their little
apartments because their next-door
neighbor pays only $400. Where is the
proof for this? The landlords don't
want to get rid of rent regulations be-
cause they want to make things fair,
but because they want to make them-
selves rich. If rent regulations are
abolished, everyone will be paying a
thousand dollars a month! A common
myth that we hear over and over again
is that building owners "have to
charge" newcomers to New York exor-
bitant rents because the old tenants
are getting a cheap ride under the rent
laws. This is probably the most widely
accepted unproven assumption in New
York, and rent-poor citizens looking for
a scapegoat are too often ready to
accept it. But think for a moment: with
the worldwide demand for space in
Manhattan, how can anyone say that
landlords will not raise everybody's
rent through the skylight if the rent
regulations are not retained? Is there
any tenant who believes that it is unfair
for me to pay $400 per month for the
same apartment that he or she is pay-
ing $1200 per month for, but that it will
somehow be fair when we are both
paying $1200 per month?

The tenants of New York, the major-
ity, are now in the same situation that
Lower East Side squatters faced alone
just weeks ago. The big daddies of
government are lined up against the
majority now. Having tested their law-
yers and tanks against the squatters,
they are now training them on the rest
of us.

We cannot let these Albany bas-
tards get away with what they want to

do to us. We cannot depend on the
Democrats. We cannot depend on
Sheldon Silver, lily-livered Speaker of
the State Assembly and Assemblyman
from part of the Lower East Side. Sil-
ver was already waffling just hours af-
ter Bruno's declaration of war on rent
regulations. He told the New York
Times on December 6: "l think that in
the course of the next six months,
there's a lot of give and take." Silver is
already giving, and Bruno is already
taking--giving and taking our homes
away from us, that is. State Senator
Martin Connor, the Senate Democratic
leader and State Senator from a big
gerry-mandered swath of the Lower
East Side, sent his "What Lies Ahead
for New York" letter to his constituents
this xmas without a word about pre-
serving the rent regulations. These
politicians must be swept into the gar-
bage can of history by a popular insur-
gency. An intransigent people must
ride Sheldon Silver, Martin Connor,

and city councilman/landlord puppet
Antonio Pagan out to the East River on
a rall. We must tar and feather them,
roll them into a tight sticky ball with the
landlord scum who make our lives
miserable, and hang them by their
heels like Mussolini! Let's fight to keep
rent regulations because they keep
New York what it has always been--our
home!
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SNDIMYQ MOvr

By Jack Dawkins

Loudly expressing their anger over the Disney Corporation’s use of underpaid
sweat shops and child labor in other countries, about 150 people, many of them
children, braved cold wind and rain to demonstrate in front of Disney's crowded store
at Fifth Avenue and 55th Street.

The demo capped "Disney Week," a week of demonstrations, teach-ins and school
activities focusing on the low wages and miserable working conditions forced upon
those who manufacture Disney products.

Cops quickly set up barricades to pen in demonstrators on 55th Street, where they
would not be seen by most of the holiday shoppers. But several wily protestors and
seasoned SHADOW readers joined this reporter in ignoring the cops and directly con-
fronted Disney shoppers as they entered the store. This greatly irritated the beefy
Disney security guards who glared at us, clenching their ham-like fists. '

Despite the occasional selfish response like, "I can shop where | want to shop,"
most people were genuinely shocked when told of the horrific conditions under which
Disney laborers make the cute dolls, stuffed animals and children's clothing decorated
with Disney cartoon characters.

Workers Get 28 Cents An Hour

"The most fundamental human and workers' rights are being violated on a daily
basis," said Charles Kernighan of the National Labor Committee, who organized the
demonstration, and who has visited many Disney factories in Haiti. "No one can survive
on 28 cents an hour -- even in Haiti, which is not a cheap place to live. Supervisors put
enormous, constant pressure on workers to go faster, denying them the use of a bath-
room. They yell, scream, threaten and curse the workers. Sexual harassment is com-
mon. If the company even suspected that a worker was interested in organizing, they

would be thrown out of the factory immediately. Workers are living in incredible poverty |

and misery."

In Haiti, workers who sew children's clothing that carry the images of the Lion King,
the Hunchback of Notre Dame, Pocahontas and Mickey Mouse are paid as little as 28
cents an hour. They often work in hot, poorly-ventilated, rat-infested factories. Accord-
ing to WBAI radio reporter David Sears, 28 cents an hour is less than half of what it
takes to provide a subsistence income in Haiti. In Burma, where the military dictator-
ship is the major owner of the factories, wages are even lower.

Disney CEO Gets $97,000 An Hour

Meanwhile, Disney Chief Executive Officer Michael Eisner is paid about $97,000 an
hour to oversee the Disney Corporation's operations. This month, when talent agent
Michael Ovitz left his executive position at Disney, he received $90 million in severance
pay.

"It's really sick," said Ivan Robertson of Manhattan, who was holding a sign which
read: "DISNEY HAVE A CONSCIENCE." "When you consider the vast profits they're
making, you'd think they would pay people a living wage."

Some demonstrators wore costumes of smiling Disney characters and handed out
what appeared to be gift-wrapped advertising, but were actually leaflets detailing the
truth about Disney's greed. There was a short march up Fifth Avenue, some speeches,
and children waved their signs at shoppers and passing cars.

"I used to love my Pocahontas and Lion King dolls, but | can't play with them any-
more until Disney treats their workers better and pays them more money," said Leah
Sapin, a nine year old from Brooklyn who attended the demo with several of her
friends.

Six thousand letters from people objecting to Disney's sweat shop practices have
been received by Disney. According to WBAI, a fourth grade class in Brooklyn wrote to
several corporations, including Disney, asking what they intend to do about sweat
shops and child labor in other countries. All of the companies responded, except
Disney.

The SHADOW urges readers to boycott and encourage others to boycott Disney
products and to write Disney to demand that they clean up their act. Letters should be
addressed to:

Michael Eisner, CEO

Walt Disney Company

500 South Buena Vista Street
Burbank, CA 91522
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NEW YEAR DAWNS

FOR MUMIA ABU-JAMAL
By A. Kronstadt

Dominating the news in Mumia
abu-Jamal’s legal battle against the
death penalty this year is the fantas-
tic story of Veronica Jones, a wit-
ness who had testified for the prose-
cution at Mumia's original trial.
Mumia, a Black journalist and revo-
lutionary, has been on death row
since being convicted in the Decem-
ber 9, 1981 shooting death of a Phil-
adelphia police officer.

Jones, who worked as a prosti-
tute in Philadelphia’s Center City
area, was near the intersection
where Officer Danlel Faulkner was
gunned down. On that night, she
told police invastigators that she
had seen two men run from the
scene of the shooting, an observa-
tion that was confirmed by several
other persons who made statements
to the police that night. Mumia was
not able to run anywhere--he had
been found lying critically wounded
at the scene, less than ten feet away
from the police officer whom he was
later accused of shooting to death.
At Mumia'’s trial, however, Jones
denied seeing anyone run from
where Faulkner was shot. (See
SHADOWSs #37 and #38 for more—
Ed.)

Fourteen years after Mumia’s
conviction, defense investigators
working to get Mumia a new trial
located Veronica Jones, now living
in New Jersey. Jones told them that
she had lied at Mumia’s trial, that
her first statement to the cops on

“the night of the murder had been

HUNDREDS RALLIED FOR MUMIA ON WALL STREET ON D

accurate. Between the shooting and
the trial, Jones explained, she was
arrested for armed robbery--charged
with having two loaded pistols in her
waistband. Sitting in jail and facing a
potential ten years and loss of her
three infant daughters, she was ap-
proached by two plainclothes detec-
tives who offered her a deal in ex-
change for not helping Mumia’'s
case. After she gave the testimony
the cops wanted, Jones was given
probation on the felony charges.
Judge Albert Sabo, who had tolera-
ted numerous irregularities during
Mumia's trial and who sentenced
Mumia to death, refused to hold a
hearing on Jones’ new testimony--
until the Pennsyivania Supreme
Court forced him to do so on Octo-
ber 10, 1996. On the stand, Jones
sald: "They told me I'd have to do 10
years away from my children if | sald
what | saw...| couldn’t leave my ba-
bies.”

After Jones’ retraction, the police
were quick to retract the favor that
they had done for her in 1982. Citing
an almost two-year old bench war-
rant against Jones stemming from a
$250 bad check case, cops took the
thirty-five year old woman off the
stand in handcuffs. Hours later, Phil-
adelphia police announced that they
were arresting Jones on a prostitu-
tion charge dating back to 1982. As
she was being led out of the court-
room by the cops, Jones told a by-
stander—"You think that's going to
make me change my story? It's not!"

%.
!.o
s

&

.
ECEMBER ¢

CLASS ACTION SUIT AGAINST IRS
VIA THE INTERNET

(From Neo-Tech Worldwide)

Have you, a family member, a
frlend or loved one ever been de-
frauded, looted, hurt, injured, brutal-
Ized, or destroyed by the Internal re-
venue Service (IRS)? Did no one
help you, sympathize with you, or
even listen to you, even though you
and your family were criminally vio-
lated? Do you want legal justice? Do
you want to alleviate the sufferings
and fears caused by the IRS? You
can now safely participate In an in-
spiring class-action-type lawsuit
against the IRS, its armed agents of
force, Its paid informants, and those
politicians responsible for illegal tax
laws, fraudulent assessments, regu-
lations, penalties, liens, levies, sei-
zures, and garnishments, These
class-action lawsuits will be based

on cruel-and-unusual punishment in
violation of the 8th Amendment of
the Bill of Rights In the United
States Constitution. Ending those
IRS crueities is the route to every-
one's prosperity and happiness.

For information, review the IRS-
class-action home page at its cyber-
space address: http://www.neo-tech,
com/irs-class-action.com. In addi-
tion, join the discussions on the
Eliminate-the IRS Newsgroup at:
alt.irs.class-action.

You can add to the expanding
legal arsenal of legal evidence simp-
ly by revealing how the {RS has
harmed you or others, by E-malling:
sue@irs.class-action.com. Also, read
the latest IRS abuse reports at: hitp:
//www.neo-tech.com/irs-class-action.
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REPUBLICANS PREPARE ASSAULT

ON RENT LAWS!!
By Steven Wishnia

With New York State’s rent laws due
to expire in six months, Republicans in
Albany are preparing to unleash an ar-
senal of proposals to weaken tenant
protections.

"The people are not being benefited
under the current law. We have to
change it," says Bob Farley, counsel to
the State Senate Housing Committee.
He argues that eliminating rent regula-
tions would actually bring lower rents
and says "it would be irresponsible” for
the state not to consider letting them
expire.

Rent regulations--both rent control
and rent stabilization—affecting over 2
million New Yorkers, expire June 15. If
they are not renewed, rent-controlled
tenants--about 100,000 households,
mainly elderly--could either be arbitrari-
ly evicted or face monster rent increases
at the end of that month. Tenants in the
city’s million rent-stabilized apartments
would face the same fate at the end of
their leases.

But renewal must be passed by both
houses of the state Legislature, includ-
ing the Republican-dominated State
Senate, and signed by Governor George
Pataki. The Rent Stabilization Associa-
tion, city landlords’ main lobbying
group, has given thousands of dollars to
key politicians. On Dec. 5, State Senate
Majority Leader Joseph Bruno (R-Ren-
sselaer), a prime recipient of RSA
largesse, promised landlords assembled
for the group’s annual meeting that he
would "liberate the city" and abolish
rent controls.

Tenant activists are focusing on the
Legislature, where Assembly Housing
Committee chair Vito Lopez (D-Brook-
lyn) says the battle will be "the financial
strength of landlord interests versus the
political mobilization of tenants.” "The
more tenants are organized, the better
it is," says Ben Powell, housing issues
staffer for State Sen. Catherine Abate
(D-Manhattan).

Despite Pataki's past opposition to
rent regulations, some observers say the
political consequences of completely
eliminating them would be too much for
him. "It’s not politically possible," says
Powell. "It would be too cruel, impracti-
cal." The specter of 82-year-old widows
being tossed out in the snow when their
rent gets jacked up from $250 to $1,100
might spook the governor’s chances of
getting re-elected in 1998.

But even if the Republicans in Al-
bany accede to renewing the rent laws,
there are a host of changes they could
push through to eviscerate them. These
includ ncy d trol, in which

apartments become deregulated when
the tenant moves out; decontrolling
buildings with 20 or fewer apartments;
lowering the threshold for high-rent
decontrol from $2,000 a month to
$1,000; eliminating rent controls on
apartments occupied by tenants above a
certain income; eliminating rent controls
for all except the elderly; and requiring
rent-striking tenants to deposit their
rent with the courts.

Farley, counsel to the Senate com-
mittee chaired by Putnam County Re-
publican Vincent Leibell, says repealing
the laws completely wouldn’t be a bad
idea. Deregulation lowered prices in the
airline industry, he says. If rent controls
were eliminated, he contends, it would
spark a building boom and the in-
creased housing supply would bring
lower rents.

How this would work in the real
world is hard to understand. Land
prices, mortgage rates, and construction
costs--the biggest expenses in building
new housing--wouldn’t go down if rent
regulations were eliminated. "How do
you know they wouldn't?" Farley re-
sponds. And new housing in New York
City is already exempt from rent con-

trols unless the owner takes a tax break.

He answers that developers are scared
off by the possibility that their buildings
might come under regulation someday.
Farley adds that he would "absolute-
ly" endorse a means test for upper-
middle-class and rich tenants. "We
shouldn’t have subsidized housing for
millionaires,” he says, adding that there

Continued On Next Page

MAC McGILL

RENT
STABILIZATION
ASSOCIATION:
WHO PAYS AND

WHO BENEFITS?
By Steven Wishnia

The Rent Stabilization Associa-
tion, city landliords’ main lobbying
group, has spent millions of dollars
buying support for its battle to
eliminate rent regulations.

It was one of the earlies® big
contributors to New York City Mayor
Rudy Giuliani’s re-election cam-
paign; the Mayor has said he sup-
ports preserving rent controls, but
signed a law weakening them In
1994, when the City Council deregu-

lated high-rent apartments. State
Senate Majority Leader Joseph
Bruno is the biggest roadblock to
renewing the laws; the RSA gave his
Senate Republican Campaign Com-
mittee $174,000 in 1996, Newly-
elected Washington Heights Assem-
blymember Adriano Espaillat got
over $20,000 in RSA money for the
Democratic primary last September,
when he unseated an incumbent
with a strong pro-tenant record. And
the landliord group was the biggest
single contributor to Lower East
Side Councilmember Antonio
Pagén’s 1993 campaign.

The RSA was originally founded
to oversee the city's rent-stabiliza-
tion system, established in 1969.
That control was shifted over to the
state in 1984, when the conflict of
interest between administering the
system and pressuring the Legisla-
ture to abolish it became too blatant-
ly obvious.

These days, its main base is the
group of about 3,000 landlords who
own 70 percent of the city’s rent-sta-
bilized apartments. (The other land-
lord groups, Community Housing
Improvement Program and Small
Property Owners of New York, are
geared more to the smaller fish
among the city's 25,000-odd owners
of rental property.) However, the
RSA finds spotlighting small land-
lords’ complaints a good political
strategy. Smaller owners are much
more likely to have genuine financial
problems, and an immigrant widow
struggling to cover the mortgage
and oll bills on a six-unit building in
Woodside is a much more sympa-
thetic figure than a multimillionaire
Manhattan speculator with a 40-edi-
fice empire.

RSA vice-chairman Richard Kali-
kow was once one of the Lower East
Side’s most notorious slumlords.

From 1985 to 1990, he owned a clus-
ter of buildings at East 10th Street
and Avenue B. He may have had
fantasies of tearing them down to
build a high-rise overiooking the
northeast corner of Tompkins
Square Park, a complement to the
nearby luxurious Christodora House.

The buildings were a target of
anti-warehousing protests in the late
'80s. Kalikow was trying to empty
them out, driving out the rent-con-
trolled and rent-stabilized tenants.
Tenants had to endure stretches of
up to two weeks without heat and
hot water in the winter, and the
city’'s Emergency Repair Program
had to be called in after he failed to
fix a massive water leak in the hall-
way at 162 Avenue B. He refused to
fix the building's front door lock for
months, even after tenants com-
plained that their children were
finding used needles in the hall.

Kalikow also rented the storefront
at 166 Avenue B to a cocaine-whole
saling phony bodega. He spent
months in court trying to get rent-
striking tenants evicted, while
leaving a crackhouse occupying a
warehoused apartment at 1 ve-
nue B unmolested for over a year.
After giving the strikers thousands
of dollars off their back rent in an
out-of-court settlement, he lost the
buildings to foreclosure in 1990.

*If you're looking for ethics,” a
Kalikow underling once told this re-
porter, "you’'ll find it in the dictionary




COURT + CREDIT CHECKS
USED AGAINST TENANTS

By A. Kronstadt + Chris Flash

The SHADOW has acquired a docu-
ment that has been circulating among
New York City landlords offering "confi-
dential information concerning potential
tenants." "Court and Credit" is a service
provided by the Rent Stabilization Asso-
ciation (RSA), a landlord interest group
representing building owners in New
York Cag. Despite its benign label, the
RSA is the major force now lobbying
for the abolition of New York City’s
rent stabilization laws.

Describing themselves as the "most
advanced tenant screening service avail-
able,” Court and Credit checks are free
for RSA members, who include thou-
sands of landlords in the New York
metropolitan area.

According to the document, Court
and Credit will "run one or more credit
checks and a N.Y. State Housing Court
check to determine applicant’s payment
ability and history and if applicant has
been involved in any prior Housing
Court proceeding."

Court and Credit subscribers can
find out within minutes whether or not
you have ever taken your previous land-
lord to Housing Court. If you are one of
those "problem" tenants who have sued
his or her landiord over repairs or lack
of heat, you can now be readily pin-
pointed and denied apartments in the
future.

Court and Credit can also run credit
bureau searches as well as verify em-
ployment and income on potential and
existing tenants, and check with your

former landlords to find out whether
you have been naughty or nice. All of
this information is available through a
telephoned request by RSA members to
Court and Credit at: 1-800-651-RENT.
Faxed requests are sent to: 1-800-638-
8901.

As if offering this free snooping
service is not enough, Court and Credit
also advises landlords: "Take a photo-
graph of each person who will reside in
the apartment and have each person
sign and date the back of the photo.
Keep these in the tenant’s file to guard
against possible unauthorized tenants
[from] moving in." They also suggest
that "some owners visit the applicant’s
present home or engage a service to
perform a home visit to evaluate gener-
al housekeeping and tenant damage to
property, etc."

As the real estate market has tight-
ened in New York and pro-tenant legis-
lation has been weakened by right-wing
politicians in the State Legislature, land-
lords have become bolder in violating
tenants’ rights. The Court and Credit
service offered by the RSA shows the
degree to which the landlords have be-
come organized in New York. It also
shows how much we will have to organ-
ize to save our homes in 1997.

If you have any questions about
landlords fishing around in your per-
sonal business, call the Rent Stabiliza-
tion Association at 212-214-9255, or fax
them at 732-0618.

CHRIS FLASH

RENT LAWS UNDER ASSAULT....

are thousands of rich tenants paying ar-
tificially low rents. He disputes the most
recent federal figures, a 1993 survey
that found that of the more than
200,000 under-$400 rent-stabilized
apartments in the city, only about 200--
less than one-tenth of 1 percent--were
rented by people making over $100,000
a year. "I don’t want to get into a statis-
tical war with you," he says.

He also rejects as "pejorative” the
idea that vacancy decontrol and the like
constitute "weakening" tenant protec-
tions: "The purpose of our committee is
to ensure affordable quality housing
stock."

Assemblymember Vito Lopez says
the loss of rent regulations would be "a
catastrophe”--and that pressuring the
New York City Council to renew the
local rent laws intact before they expire
March 31 is a critical first step for ten-
ants.

"If the City Council waters down rent
protections, it will be very hard for us in
Albany," says the Hoi.tsing Committee
chair. "If we go to Albany with rent
regulation as it is, it's a powerful
mandate. The Governor has no cover if
the City Council renews rent controls."

In the political jockeying over the
issue, the five Republican State Sena-
tors from New York City could tip the
balance. One, Roy Goodman of Man-

WEEKLY NEWs UPDATE
on the AMERICAS

hattan, considers preserving rent regula-
tions intact "a priority," says staffer
Rebecca Russell. The other four, Guy
Velella of the Bronx, John Marchi of
Staten Island, and Frank Padavan and
Serphin Maltese of Queens, all come
from conservative neighborhoods with
fewer renters than the rest of the city
and were all re-elected without Demo-
cratic opposition.

Another possibility, says Ben Powell,
is that the Assembly will pass a "one-
house bill" making major-capital- im-
provement rent increases temporary and
strengthening anti-harassment laws, then
use it as a negotiating tool. Rent regula-
tions might also be part of the horse-
trading likely when the Republicans try
to cut welfare and fund building more
prisons upstate, he says.

Unfortunately for tenants, the fate of
rent regulations may come down to last-
minute, closed-door negotiations among
Governor Pataki, Majority Leader
Bruno, and Assembly Speaker Sheldon
Silver. Silver told the New York Times in
November that he was willing to be
flexible on the issue--a word many ten-
ants could interpret as code for "sell-
out." "I'm not knee-jerk on anything,"
the Speaker said.

Neither Bruno nor Silver returned
phone calls from this reporter.
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HPD EFFORT TO EVICT
ABC NO RIO GRINDS ON

Despite a reprieve of several
months, the arts center, gallery and
performance space known as ABC No
Rio must still defend itself from New
York City's Department of Housing
Preservation and Development (HPD).
HPD has been relentlessly seeking No
Rio's eviction from its home at 156
Rivingtan Street since June 1995. (See
SHADOWSs # 36, 37 + 39 for more--
Ed.)

Most recently, at an October 17
court hearing, HPD submitted a Motion
for Summary Judgement, an attempt
to deny ABC No Rio a hearing on the
matter of the eviction. In response,
ABC No Rio's legal counsel cross-
moved to stay the eviction, asking
Judge Leona Freedman to apply a sta-
tute that stays dispossess proceedings
when utilities are disconnected. In
1991, HPD had discontinued electrical
service to the common areas of the
building.

On December 12, Judge Freedman
granted No Rio's cross-motion and
stayed the proceedings pending re-
storation of the utilities. HPD may
move to have the stay lifted, where-
upon the proceedings would then con-
tinue, probably quite quickly, and pos-
sibly result in an order to evict by late
January.

ABC's attorney also appeared on
October 22 before State Supreme
Court Justice Charles E. Ramos for
oral arguments on No Rig's Article 78
Petition. Now ABC No Rio is awaiting a
decision from Ramos as to whether or
not a hearing will be scheduled. No
Rio's Article 78 seeks to nullify the City
Council resolution used by HPD to jus-
tify the eviction. On December 7, 1995,
the New York City Council declared
that 156 Rivington Street was a "blight"
on the community and impedes the
economic development of the munici-
pality. The City Council then approved
the "Harmony House" project spon-
sored by Asian Americans for Equality
(AAFE) and promoted by HPD, in
which AAFE would take over ABC No
Rio’'s building. If the Article 78 Petition
is not dismissed, it may be possible to
stay the eviction proceedings once
again.

By Steven Englander and Chris Flash

AAFE, with origins in the
ist Workers Party (CWP), began as a
militant community organization that
took over city-owned buildings in the
1970s. Now that they have tasted the
free money and properties acquired
through numerous grants and public
funding, AAFE has become yet ano-
ther group of poverty pimps who seek
money and power while posing as eth-
nic minorities concerned about hous-
ing their fellow poor, like so many
other housing groups bitten by the real
estate bug. AAFE, in cutting a deal to
get another free building along with all
the free money they can spend 1o re-
habilitate it, now wants to take ABC's
building as well, at the behest of HPD.
HPD has maintained a hostile relation-
ship with the ABC No Rio collective
since ABC took 156 Rivington Street in
1980 after a long struggle with HPD
over another building.

When they first announced their
plans to take No Rio's building, AAFE
offered to rent ABC's space back to
them at a "market rate" rent of more
than $1,000 per month. This is a long
way from the $200 that ABC was pay-
ing HPD, and pure gravy for AAFE,
which would be getting the building
and all renovations and improvements
for free.

The impending eviction of ABC No
Rio takes place in the face of escalat-
ing hostilities in the neighborhood.
Over the years, the example of No
Rio's seizure of land (arising from the
1980 Real Estate Show, an activist art
project dealing with gentrification) has
inspired a whole generation of squat-
ters. Today, many of those squatters
are facing eviction. In this latest real
estate boom, the city and state are
moving toward privatizing public hous-
ing and eliminating rent stabilization.
Other cultural and community centers
are also facing eviction.

ABC No Rio and its supporters are
now getting ready for an impending
eviction. On January 3, a group of No
Rio sympathizers staged a hit and run
demo at the offices of AAFE at 111
Division Street. People chanted, rang
bells, pasted stickers on the walls de-
scribing AAFE's treachery, and occu-
pied the offices for about half an hour.
The demonstration endetl before po-
lice could arrive. Three days later,
ABC No Rio supporters did it again.

Further actions against HPD and
AAFE are contemplated. ABC No Rio
will be defended. The eviction will be
resisted. For more information, or to
join ABC No Rio's Eviction Watch list,
please call 212-254-3697.
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- HOW THE CONTRAS INVADED THE UNITED STATES

transfers of drugs for covert policy ob-
jectives, and Baranquilla is but one of
many transshipment points in the hemi-
sphere whose operations would be mir-
rored by the unloading of drugs from
secret flights into private and military
airfields for delivery into the streets and
suburbs of America.

George Bush:

*The Man Who Knew Too Little*

Celerino Castillo III is a 15-year
veteran of the Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy who observed first-hand such an
operation at Ilopango airport, where
drugs were smuggled in a military facil-
ity under the direct control of the CIA
and Lt. Col. Oliver North during his
heady days at the National Security
Council.

Castillo saw the light ten years ago,
on January 14, 1986, the day he met
then-Vice President George Bush at a
Guatemalan embassy reception. The
lead DEA agent in Central America
tried to tell Bush that "something funny"
was going on at Ilopango. "But he just
shook my hand, smiled and walked away
from me," Castillo recently recalled.
Later that same day, he says, Bush met
with Oliver North and contra leader
Adolfo Calero.

Castillo went on to gather evidence
that was documented in a Feb. 14, 1989
memo to his Guatemala-based DEA
supervisor. He detailed how known
traffickers with multiple DEA files used
Hangars Four and Five for drug smug-
gling and obtained U.S. visas, despite
their backgrounds. According to Cas-
tillo, "the CIA owned one hangar and
the National Security Council ran the
other."

"There is no doubt that they were
running large quantities of cocaine into
the U.S. to support the contras," Castillo
said in a 1994 interview with the au-
thors. "We saw the cocaine and we saw
boxes full of money. We're talking
about very large quantities of cocaine
and millions of dollars." According to
Castillo, "my reports contain not only
the names of traffickers, but their desti-
nations, flight paths, tail numbers, and
the date and time of each flight."

Further evidence of the contra-co-
caine connection supporting Castillo’s
accounts was obtained by the authors
nearly ten years ago, in the form of an
internal document of the since-dis-
banded House Select Committee on
Narcotics Abuse and Control. In a syn-
dicated Newsday article on March 31,
1987, we revealed the contents of the
eight-page June 26, 1987 memorandum
which stated clearly that "a number of
individuals who supported the contras
and who participated in contra activity
in Texas, Louisiana, California, and
Florida, as well as in Honduras, Nicara-
gua, and Costa Rica, have suggested
that cocaine is being smuggled in the
U.S. through the same infrastructure
which is procuring, storing, and trans-
porting weapons, explosives, ammuni-
tion, and military equipment for the
contras from the United States."

Send Money, Guns and Cocaine

Drugs, weapons and money launder-
ing have always been tools of the trade
for U.S. clandestine operations abroad.
But never in United States history has
the importation of cocaine risen so dra-
matically as it did during the Reagan
Administration’s clandestine war against
the government of Nicaragua, spear-
headed by the "contras," a group of
right-wing expatriate rebels pieced
together by the CIA.

The window of opportunity for the
CIA-brokered contra-drug alliance came
in 1984, when Congress passed the Bo-

land Amendment of the War Powers
Act. This watershed legislation cut off
direct intelligence and financial aid to
the Contras. But the Reagan Admini-
stration continued the clandestine war
(which began with a 1981 Executive Or-
der) through the auspices of the Nation-
al Security Council, which, by a legal
technicality, was not considered an "in-
telligence” agency. Enter the Colonel,
Oliver North, who directed NSC opera-
tions from the basement of the Execu-
tive Office Building.

Under North’s stewardship, the $30
million in aid cut off by legal means was
made up through covert means, namely,
the sale of weapons to Iran and the ex-
change of CIA allies’ drug profits for
clandestine sanctions which allowed co-
caine to be imported and sold up north,
often using the very same planes which
flew weapons south to the contras.

The combination of contras and drug
dealers was a marriage made in heaven,
former Narcotics Committee counsel
Jack Blum recalled recently during Con-
gressional hearings. "There were facili-
ties that were needed for running the
war, clandestine air strips, cowboy pilots
who would fly junker airplanes, people
who would make arrangements for the

‘clandestine movement of money."

"Every one of those facilities was a
perfect facility for someone in the drug
business. So there were people who
were connected very directly to the CIA
who had those facilities, and allowed
them to be used, and indeed, personally
profited from their use."

Blum’s dramatic charges are support-
ed by a former high-level supervisory
CIA officer. Alan Fiers, the former
chief of the CIA Central American Task
Force, stated in a sworn deposition to
the Congressional Iran-Contra commit-
tees that "we knew everybody around
[Southern Front contra leader Eden]
Pastora was involved in cocaine...His
staff and friends...were drug smugglers
or involved in drug smuggling."

According to Miami-based John
Mattes, a former federal public de-
fender and Iran-Contra investigator for
Senator Kerry, "what we investigated,
which is on the record as part of the
Kerry Committee Report, is evidence
that narcotics traffickers associated with
the contra leaders were allowed to
smuggle over a ton of cocaine into the
United States. Those same contra lead-
ers admitted under oath their associa-
tion and affiliation with the CIA."

The North Connection

During his recent testimony, Blum
also raised the issue of Oliver North’s
notebooks, kept contemporaneously
with his contra resupply effort. Even
after North's lawyers were allowed to
expurgate the notebooks, many of the
pages made available to investigators
still contain numerous references to
contra drug trafficking. For instance, on
July 9, 1984, North wrote that he "went
and talked to [contra leader Frederico]
Vaughn, [who] wanted to go to Bolivia
to pick up paste, wanted aircraft to pick
up 1500 kilos." In another notebook en-
try on July 12, 1985, North writes, "$14
million to finance [arms] came from
drugs."

In a December 1986 interview with
the authors, Jesus Garcia, a Miami-
based North network operative said "it
is common knowledge here in Miami
that this whole contra operation was
paid for by cocaine...I actually saw the
cocaine and the weapons together un-
der one roof, weapons that I [later]
helped ship to Costa Rica."

A September 26, 1984 Miami police
intelligence report stated that money
supporting the illegal Contra training

effort in Florida "comes from narcotics
transactions." This memorandum, writ-
ten at a time when Attorney General
Janet Reno was the chief state prosecu-
tor in Florida, has every page stamped
"record furnished to George Kosinsky,
FBL"

On March 16, 1987, U.S. Customs
seized a plane from a narcotics traffick-
er who was involved with the contras.
On that plane they discovered the ad-
dress book of Robert Owen, Oliver
North’s eyes and ears in Central Ameri-
ca. Owen, a former aide to Dan Quayle,
met with Costa Rican-based CIA asset
John Hull and Oliver North on many
occasions.

In March of 1989, Costa Rican Presi-
dent and Nobel Peace Prize winner
Oscar Arias barred Oliver North, John
Poindexter, Major Gen. Richard Secord,
former U.S. Ambassador Louis Tambs,
and former CIA Costa Rican Station
Chief Jose Hernandez from entry into
Costa Rica.

Arias was acting on recommenda-
tions by a Costa Rican congressional
commission investigating drug traffick-
ing. The Costa Rican investigation was
triggered by "the quantity and frequency
of the shipment of drugs that passed
through” land and secret airstrips con-
trolled by "southern front" CIA point
man John Hull. Hull worked extensively
with North in setting up the "Contra &"
front in Costa Rica.

In his notebooks, North talked about
"the necessity of giving Mr. Hull protec-
tion." According to the Costa Rican in-
vestigation, and bolstered by other
North entries and Blum'’s testimony,
more than a half dozen drug pilots were
provided by General Manuel Noriega,
based on requests from North. Accord-
ing to the Costa Rican congressional
commission, "these requests for contra
help were initiated by Col. North to
Gen. Noriega. They opened a gate so
their henchmen could utilize Costa Rica
for trafficking in arms and drugs." Hull
would be later indicted by the Costa
Rican Attorney General on drug traf-
ficking charges and ultimately smuggled
out of the country by a U.S. DEA
agent.

According to North’s notebooks, he
met with Noriega twice during a time
when the U.S. government had docu-
mented evidence that Gen. Noriega was
involved in the Columbian drug trade.

Echoes of an Error
Testifying in the same room where

Wanda Palacio testified before the
Kerry committee nearly a decade ago,
Blum echoed her observation about the
way law enforcement and other officials
looked the other way when the CIA-

* backed contras were involved in drug

operations.

"What is true is the policy makers
absolutely closed their eyes to the crimi-
nal behavior of our allies and support-
ers in that war. The policy makers ig-
nored their drug dealing, their stealing,
and their human rights violations," said
Blum. "The policy makers, and I stress
policy makers, allowed them to compen-
sate themselves for helping us in that
war, by remaining silent in the face of
their impropriety, and by quietly under-
cutting law enforcement and human
rights agencies that might have caused
them difficulty."

During the heyday of the ClA-con-
tra-cocaine connection, between the
passage and repeal of the Boland
Amendment, in 1986, every market indi-
cator of the cocaine glut in America
went off-scale. As Wanda Palacio as-
tutely observed in 1987, "Three years
ago (before Boland), the price of co-
caine was $50,000 per kilo. Today it is
$20,000 and sometimes you can get it
for $15,000 to $18,000. The market.for
the cocaine isn't smaller -- so the lower
price is a result of having supply in-
crease even more than demand has."

U.S. Invaded By Contras

Something happened during the
"contra" period in the Americas, speci-
fically during the Boland period from
1984-86, and the evidence of a clandes-
tine program which imported drugs to
further political agendas is overwhelm-
ing, officially, medically and statistically.
Today the CIA is being called on to an-
swer the questions raised by the recent
"Dark Alliance" investigative series in
the San José Mercury News. But the true
CIA-contra-crack connection did not
really begin in the neighborhoods of Los
Angeles or New York, nor does it end
with the CIA.

The Central Intelligence Agency was
only the tactical arm of an even larger
global "contra" operation that was di-
rected through the National Security
Council, coordinated by Oliver North,
conceived by the Reagan administration,
executed by intelligence privateers and
drug dealers, sanctioned by the CIA,
and supported in principle by some

Continued On Page 22
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Rebellion Against Narco-Militarization
Rocks Colombia, Mexico
By Bill Weinberg

Peasant and Indian resistance to the Washington-mandated anti-drug militarization
of Colombia and Mexico--the top producer and transporter of cocaine, respectively--is
growing fast. In both cases, Washington is pressuring regimes completely enmeshed
in the drug trade to crack down on campesinos and guerillas--proving once again that

the Drug War has replaced the Cold War in the permanent Pentagon/White House
effort to maintain Yankee powser over Latin America.

COLOMBIA: Peasants Revolt
Agginst Spraying Crops,
Army Declares War Zones

Colombia is now iced from US aid
for its supposed Drug War failures. In
June, Colombia’s Congress had voted
not to impeach President Ernesto Sam-
per on charges of having accepted huge
cash donations from the Cali cartel. But
in July hearings on Capitol Hill, a
masked woman identified only as
"Maria" testified before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee that she
had witnessed money change hands
between President Samper and repre-
sentatives of the Cali cocaine cartel.

Top figures in the Samper admini-
stration--including the attorney general
and the president himself--have had
their US visas cancelled. The besieged
Samper is desperate to get back in
Uncle Sam'’s good graces.Samper hoped
to recoup his losses with the much-
hyped collapse of the Cali cartel. In
August, the last Cali kingpin still at
large, Helmer Herrera, was about to
surrender to authorities after months of
negotiations. Ironically, Herrera was go-
ing to prison mere weeks after his an-
cient rival, Medellin cartel kingpin Jorge
Ochoa, was released after five years to
retire to his sprawling ranches and haci-
endas. But this was not to be the hour
of glory Samper had anticipated.

In July, army anti-riot squads broke
up a cross-country march in the Ama-
zonian state of Guaviare, where 15,000
peasants were protesting aerial spraying
of glyphosate herbicide to wipe out coca
and opium crops--the only ones that will
fetch any return on the market for the
struggling campesinos. The government
had declared a "special zone of public
order" in Guaviare suspending civil
liberties during the spraying. The
marchers demanded a new drug policy
"independent of the pressures of the
US." As they reached the state capital,
Mitu, army roadblocks barred their way
and troops used tear gas to disperse
them. But the movement only spread.

By August the protests were joined
by over 100,000 in neighboring Putu-
mayo and Caqueta states. Army com-
mander Gen. Harold Bedoya Pizarro
claimed the campesinos were forced by
the guerillas of the Colombian Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces {FARC) to join
the march. Campesino leaders denied
the charge. Many campesinos see them-
selves as caught between the FARC and
the army. On August 8, soldiers used
tear gas to stop campesinos from occu-
pying facilities of the state oil company
Ecopetrol in Orito. But when the FARC
dynamited Ecopetrol pipelines in Putu-
mayo in the midst of the protests, the
campesinos sent representatives to the
oil facilities to say they had nothing to
do with the attacks and didn’t support
terrorist actions.

Peasant protestors successfully
occupied the Putumayo capital of
Mocoa, but were stopped by the army’s
barbed-wire barricades 20 kilometers
outside Caqueta’s capital, Florencia.
Clashes ensued in which four were
killed and several wounded. But protes-
tors battled police and attacked banks
and public buildings in Florencia any-

way. The army was called in and a cur-
few imposed to restore order. Tanks pa-
trolled the streets. A scandal ensued as
Colombian TV cameras caught govern-
ment troops unioading tear gas cannis-
ters from a truck disguised as a Red
Cross vehicle.

On August 31, the FARC took ad-
vantage of the chaos to launch an un-
precedented national offensive against
military targets across Colombia, leaving
nearly 100 dead. The army base at Las
Delicias in Putumayo was overrun and
destroyed, with 27 troops killed and 60
seized as "prisoners of war." The rebels
"have shown a capacity for destruction
that's unprecedented in the life of our
nation," said Attorney General Alfonso
Valdiveso. FARC strength is growing as
peasants are angered by the coca eradi-
cation program. Gen. Bedoya said the
army would have to increase its troop
strength threefold to counter the new
FARC threat.

Things finally seemed to de-escalate
in early September when accords were
reached calling for the campesinos to
eradicate the coca crop themselves in
exchange for government economic aid
and barring the military from spraying
while the campesinos do so. Samper ac-
tually visited Florencia to guarantee the
government would respect the accords.
But simultaneously, Samper’s Vice
President Humberto de la Calle stepped
down and called upon Samper 1o resign
as well, citing the drug scandal and
Colombia’s state of ungovernability.
Then it got worse.

When Samper flew to New York to
address a UN meeting on global anti-
drug strategy, the Colombian Air
Force’s drug-sniffing dogs found 3.7
kilos of heroin stashed on his official jet.
The president was reduced to taking a
commercial Avianca flight. He was also
travelling on a special diplomatic visa,
the US having revoked his tourist visa.
The next week, fighting intensified. A
Samper aide was forced to admit that,
for the first time in nearly 40 years of
guerilla activity, "the country is at war."
The Army and Air Force pounded Indi-
an land in the highland state of Antio-
quia to dislodge FARC roadblocks on
the highway to Medellin. The death toll
was put at a minimum of 20. Local Em-
bera Indians requested a three-day
truce to allow their people to leave the
war zone. The National Indigenous Or-
ganization of Colombia (ONIC) pro-
tested that Embera villages were being
bombed. At an Indian march in Cauca
state against a recent wave of violence,
the banner read: "Paramilitary and
guerrilla groups out of indigenous terri-
tories."

The government claims that the
FARC is a "narco-terrorist" group
funded by drug sales. But Colombia’s
security forces are at least equally
enmeshed in the drug trade. Cali traf-
fickers recently racked up a $200,000
phone bill on a number assigned to
Brig. Gen. Ismael Trujillo, head of the
federal Judicial Police, to coordinate
drug shipments. Meanwhile, Colombian
agents in Mexico succeeded in shutting
down the FARC World Wide Web site
(http://www.farc-ep.org), where the
mainframe was based. FARC leaders

protested that the web site was legal
and vowed to get it back on the
Internet.

Despite the apparent power vac-
cuum left by the demise of the Cali
cartel, coca remains the only profitable
crop for Colombia’s peasants, and undi-
minished quantities of cocaine flow
from the country. With the cocaine
economy temporarily dispersed back
into the invisible network of local
bosses--protected by corrupt elements
of the army, police, right-wing paramili-
tary groups or the FARC--it is a matter
of time before a new cartel begins to
re-establish hegemony.

The Washington Drug War is pitting
the army against Colombia’s civilian
government. During the anti-eradication
protests, local Caqueta Judge Alejandro
Molina actually had the temerity to sen-
tence Gen. Bedoya and regional army
commander Gen. Nestor Ramirez to 30
days in prison and a 323 fine for viola-
ting local residents’ freedom of transit
at the barricades. The decision was
overturned on appeal, and Defense
Minister Juan Carlos Esuerra subse-
quently asked the High Judiciary Coun-
cil to investigate Judge Molina. Many
speculate the army may now be ready
to apply pressure to Samper himself--or
even overthrow him. US ambassador to
Colombia Myles Frechette told a
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JDRUG: WAR-UP

SCOTT CUNNINGHAM

Colombian reporter in August that she
met in 1995 with "a group of civilians,
speaking on behalf of military officers,
who requested my support for a little
coup against Samper." An outraged
Samper immediately protested that Fre-
chette had not gone to him with the
information.

MEXICO: Zapatistas
Support Legalization,
Pentagon Ponders Intervention

The guerillas of Mexico’s Zapatista
National Liberation Army (EZLN), who
have banned drugs and alcohol from
their territory, finally embraced legali-
zation as a means of halting Mexico’s
spiralling Drug War militarization. The
Maya Indian rebels in the southern state
of Chiapas are holed up in a remote
jungle and attempting to organize a
civilian movement while sporadic peace
talks with the government sputter on
and off. A recent international confer-
ence they hosted in their térritory issued
a proclamation against the Drug War,
calling for "legalization of soft drugs
throughout the planet." The move
comes as federal army troops pour into
campesino communities searching for
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