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S EDITORIAL

SQUATS SQUASHED: YOU’RE NEXT!

By A. Kronstadt

bt e s B bl o

New York is undergoing big
changes. Property is changing hands
like there is no tommorrow, and
speculation is back. Disney is on
Eighth Avenue and no piece of Man-
hattan property is considered too
desolate or sleazy to produce mega-
bucks. The 1980s weren't nothing
compared to what today's real estate
dealers have in mind. These folx will
no longer tolerate sleaze districts or
old neighborhoods on prime real es-
tate--Manhattan is too valuable to be a
place for cheap entertainment or
cheap rent. Giuliani and the real estate
junta that he represents have grown
so confident with their police state that
they are now ready to break up the
indigenous culture of New York and
send the people someplace else, so
that they can be free to make profits
without worrying about our needs. This
is what the 13th Street squatter evic-
tions are about, and this is only the
beginning. The landlords have big
plans for this city, and the people who
live here already are only standing in
the way of their dream of a high-rise,
high-rent mecca on Manhattan. First
they have run out the homeless and
now they have come for the squatters.

After they finish with the squatters,
they will get rid of the rent regulations
and throw out all the parasitic old ten-
ants who are not paying enough rent.
When they are finished with them, they
will come after all the young people
who are just barely able to pay the
outrageous market rents, and raise
their rent. When everybody is paying
their fair rent--in other words living in
some desolate New Jersey slum if they
don't have enough money--then the
landlords will have their ideal world.
Then they will be able to simply tear all
the tenements down and build forty-
story luxury rental towers each with its
own garage and strip mall all up and
down St. Mark's Place.

The "low-income” building that the
Lower East Side Coalition Housing Or-
ganization plans for the site of the
currently evicted 13th Street squats
may or may not be built. It may go the
way of the AIDS residence that had
been planned with great fanfare for the
site of Glass House when that squat
was evicted in 1994. Glass House re-
mains abandoned, empty save for the
brief reoccupation of August 14. The
funding for the AIDS residence dried
up and the project was forgotten. If the
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Plaza, is built, it will define a "low-
income" family as one making over
$30,000 per year and a low-income
rent as a few percent below market
level. These buildings will not make a
dent in the housing problem in the
Lower East Side. At the same time that
local poverticians crow over the "vic-
tory for low-income housing" against
the 13th Street squatters, the city is
leaving more and more apartments in
the Avenue D housing projects empty,
part of a national trend toward aban-
donment of large housing projects.
Collazo Plaza is a token gesture to-
ward the community, The broader
trend represented by the evictions is
the breaking up of the Lower East
Side community to develop the real
estate. Beware, Lower East Side ten-
ants, because once the squatters are
gone, the eyes of the real estate devel-
opers will be fixed on you--you will be
the only ones separating the landlords
from having it all.

As far as the real estate community
is concerned, right means that we
should not be living here, "we" mean-
ing anyone who is not paying the
maximum amount of money to the
landlords for living here--squatters,
homeless people, or tenants. We New
Yorkers should make the landlords
pay us rent and the government pay
us taxes, because we are what make
the city valuable. People do not visit
New York City because of its climate,
its beaches, or its air quality--they
come for its creativity. They come to
visit us. We are the source of their
legends and their art. When a tourist
pays $70 to see a sappy musical
about the Lower East Side called
"Rent," we should all get royalties.
Every young person who hangs out in
the street, every old lady on First
Avenue, every squatter painting the
front of a building should get paid for
creating this neighborhood that people
from all over the world scramble to live
in. Yuppies pay $8.50 to see a movie
about Basquiat, an artist who could
have only flourished on the Lower East
Side. These people must be made to
realize that they are being manipulated
into destroying the Lower East Side
and creating a world where another
Basquiat will never live. When the real
estate speculators destroy us, they will
trash their own precious commodity
and turn this neighborhood into a bor-
ing strip mall like any other. It will serve

13th Street project called Collazo them right, but it won't serve us right.
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ACTIVIST TARGETED BY COPS:
Jerry the Peddler’s
Constitutional Rights Violated
By A. Kronstadt

In the weeks following the August 13
eviction of the 13th Street squats, the
full weight of the Giuliani administra-
tion’s policy of expanded police powers
have been brought to bear on long-time
Lower East Side gadfly Jerry the
Peddler. The squatter activist was
busted on August 14 as police conduc-
ted a mass arrest of participants in a
nonviolent speak-out as they passed
through Tompkins Square Park. About
30 people were seized and handcuffed
with plastic "punishment cuffs" [See
story on Page 1]. Jerry was held in the
city jail system for 41 hours and charged
with "violation of park rules," an ob-
scure, ominous 1989 law prohibiting the
gathering of more than 20 people in a
public park. Jerry was released without
bail by the judge.

No more than a few hours out of jail,
Jerry attended an Irish wake for Sixth
Street and Avenue A streetcorner sage
Merlin (Paul Hogan), who had passed
away at 3:30 that afternoon. Jerry and
Merlin had known each other for years.
The party on the corner continued for
hours without police interference, and
close to 100 candles were lit in Merlin’s
memory and placed along the brick
front of the Con Edison electrical sub-
station where Merlin had been a fami-
liar sight. At around 3:00am, a couple
of people who were not employees of
the City began taking some of the can-
dles away from the front of the Con Ed
building. Jerry and others questioned
them, and they said that the police had
told them to do it and that the fire
department was coming 10 extinguish
the candles. Unconvinced that the fire
department would consider a row of
small funeral candles a threat to the
windowless brick substation, which was
built to house oil-filled electrical
transformers, Jerry turned to Captain
Kelleher, executive officer of the 9th
precinct, who promptly ordered cops to
arrest him.

In the car on the way to the precinct
house on East Fifth Street, Jerry re-
buked the arresting officers to the effect
that they were behaving disgustingly by
disrupting a neighborhood peoples’
wake. Upon their arrival at the precinct
house, before taking Jerry out of the
car, a sergeant bashed his head three
times into the glass window, causing him
a black eye and cuts that required three
stitches to close. He was high-cuffed
(chained with one arm over his head) to
a cell inside the station house.

Eventually, workers from the Emer-
gency Medical Service (EMS) arrived
and Jerry’s injuries received attention.
Jerry was brought to the "Tombs" (un-
der the courthouse at 100 Center
Street), where police did everything pos-
sible to delay his release. They failed to
bring him before a judge for over sixty
hours; inquiries at the arraignment
court reported his arrest number as cor-
responding to "John Doe." A clerk who
answered the phone at the arraignment
court explained that this usually meant a
person was "lost in the system,” some-
thing that happens from time to time.

Two cops from the 9th Precinct
passing through the jailhouse accosted
Jerry and told him: "Say hello to Merlin;
you'll be joining him in a couple of
days." At his arraignment, the judge im-
posed more bail on Jerry than the
Assistant District Attorney asked for. It
cost Jerry’s friends $500 to get him out,
after he had already spent five days in
jail. The charges were "Disorderly
Conduct," "Obstructing Governmental
Administration," and "Interfering with a
Fireman." The last charge was strange
in light of the fact that no fireman was
on the scene--only Captain Kelleher and
a few cops.

A lifelong hippie freak and contro-
versialist, Jerry is well-known to the
police as one of the most vociferous ex-
ponents of the squatter cause. Jerry has
inhabited neighborhood squats for a de-
cade and has been arrested dozens of
times during the turmoil preceding and
following the 1988 Tompkins Square
Park Riot. He has been the organizer of
traditional "pig roasts" that take place in
the neighborhood each Mayday, and
was arrested during the retaking of the
13th Street Squats by squatters on July
4, 1995. Fearing a resurgence of the
activism that once guaranteed squatters
a place in this neighborhood, the city
has resorted to constitutional violations
and naked intimidation. When asked by
the SHADOW if he was intimidated,
Jerry quoted his 1970s guru John Sin-
clair [author of Guitar Army; founder of
the White Panther Party; got twenty year

Jjail sentence for two joints, but sentence
later overturned] to the effect that "the
penitentiary ain’t nothing."

MORE REPORTS OF ABUSE BY
KOPS IN COP WATCH ON PAGE 12

KILLER KELLEHER PONDERS PORKY PEACE OFFERING FROM

JERRY THE PEDDLER AT MAY 1 PIG ROAST
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SQUAT RAID

Continued From Page 1

Avenue A. An armored personnel car-

rier stood by on 13th Street while over-
head, a police helicopter flew perilously
close to rooftops.

Unlike the first eviction of two
squats on 13th Street (541 + 545) in
May 1995, when a stand-off between
squatters and cops lasted for more than
six hours, this time cops moved swiftly.
Many of them were cadets recruited
from the police academy on 21st Street.
During the raid, police commanders
seemed to have a difficult time control-
ling their inexperienced charges. They
could be heard barking orders repeated-
ly to get the cadets to maintain a
straight line and prevent them from run-
ning after retreating protestors.

After being pushed 10 Avenue A,
people marched to Avenue B and a
rock smashed the front door window of
the Christodora House (the hated sym-
bol of the yuppie invasion on the Lower
East Side). When cops chased them,
people ran in all directions, including
through Tompkins Square Park, which
was still closed. Cops arrested two peo-
ple caught in the park and one for the
Christodora window. The three arrested
were charged with "Criminal Mischief,"
"Resisting Arrest," and "Trespassing.”

Two men evicted from 539 East 13th
Street were accused of pouring gasoline
on cops and possessing M80 firecrack-
ers. They were charged with "Attempted
Assault," "Reckless Endangerment,”
"Criminal Possession of a Weapon," and
"Obstructing Governmental Administra-
tion."

One squatter was barricaded in his
room so well that cops had to break in
from underneath his floor. After check-
ing the identification of everyone in the
evicted buildings, cops released all but
those without ID.

SQUATS GUTTED

Immediately upon entering the 13th
Street buildings, contractors hired by
HPD (Department of Housing, Preser-
vation and Development) threw away
squatters’ belongings and personal ef-
fects that weren’t carted away by HPD
earlier, and then began interior demoli-
tions, gutting the buildings in order to
prevent any reoccupancy by the squat-
ters, whether or not they later win in
court.

A squatter named Kirk told the
SHADOW that he took some of his
stuff out of his building at 4:30am, but
then cops refused to allow him to return
to get the rest, which he was told was
taken away somewhere by HPD crews.

As the day wore on, cops continued
their blockade of 13th Street at Ave-
nues A + B as HPD crews swarmed
over the squat buildings like maggots on
dead meat, destroying the twelve years
of rehabilitation accomplished through
squatter blood, sweat and money. HPD
slimeball and Inspector Clouseau look-
alike Peter Cantillo was observed over-
seeing the HPD crews, as he has done
at countless other evictions and building
thefts. [See SHADOW #16 on the
Bronx Squat Evictions--Ed.]

See SQUAT RAID On Page 4

SQUATTER
TRAITORS WIN:

SQUATTERS LOSE!!
By Gabby Sloan

Throughout the legal battle
waged in the courts by the East
Thirteenth Street Homesteaders
Coalition (comprising 535, 537, 539,
541 and 545 East 13th Street)
against the city, two occupants of
535 East 13th Street did everything
they could to undermine the squat-
ters’ legal efforts. The saboteurs,
John Potak (aka "John The Com-
munist') and Butch Lee Johnson,
went so far as to spread disinforma-
tion among other squatters, engage
in character assassination, and
create false propaganda. They also
filed false statements contradicting
documentation that proved a more
than ten year occupancy of the 13th
Street squats by the Homesteaders
Coalition. This was used by city law-
yers to counter the squatters’ claim
of "Adverse Possession," which pro-
vides that if a landlord (in this case,
the City of New York) is aware of ten
years of continuous and open occu-
pancy of his property and does no-
thing to stop it, then the occupiers
are entitled to keep the property.

Apparently, Johnson and Potak’s
efforts served the city well, since the
squatters’ claim of Adverse Posses-
sion was struck down by the Appel-
late Division in its August 8 ruling,
based on insufficient proof of con-
tinuous possession (though not
denying that Adverse Possession is
a legitimate legal argument for ob-
taining permanent possession of
city-owned properties.)

Beside attacking the squatters’
legal efforts and their attorneys,
Johnson went further, physically
attacking other 13th Street squat-
ters, threatening others, and violent-
ly evicting squatters from 535 who
did not agree with what he and Po-
tak were doing, especially women
squatters who were badly beaten by
Johnson.

Johnson was seen and heard tes-
tifying in court with Potak, admitting
that they had made a deal with HPD
(Department of Housing, Preserva-
tion and Development) that pro-
mised him a city apartment if the
squats were evicted. During his
campaign of terror and sabotage
against his fellow squatters before
and during their legal effort against
the city, Johnson was seen several
times coming and going from the
offices of LESCHD (Lower East Side
Coalition Housing development), the
group seeking to take over the 13th
Street squat buildings.

Since the August 13 evictions,
Potak has moved in with another
squatter while Johnson is rumored
to have been moved to the top of a
waiting list and into a city-owned
apartment at 513 East 13th Street,
just a few doors up the block from
the squats he helped to have evic-
ted, as part of the deal he cut with
HPD and LESCHD. [See SHADOWSs
#34, 35, 38, 37 + 38 for more--Ed.]
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POLICE BRASS STEAL PRESS PASS

FROM ACTIVIST JOURNALIST!!
By Chris Flash

Another aspect of the unrest on the
Lower East Side is the manner in
which police have tried to manage the
massive media attention. In documents
acquired by squatters during their
court battie against the city last year,
city officials were shown to be greatly
concerned with the squatters' ability to
get news coverage.

During the May 29, 1995 evictions
of two of the 13th Street squats,
several reporters were forced by cops
to lie face down on a tarred rooftop at
gunpoint merely because they were
covering the events unfolding on the
streets below. Other reporters were
forced to cover the evictions from
behind police barriers a block away
from the action. Those reporters who
braved threats from police press offi-
cers had their press passes ripped
from their necks when they attempted
to cover the evictions outside of the
police barriers. These incidents led to
complaints against the NYPD by sever-
al news organizations.

On the morning of August 13, as
SHADOW and WBAI-FM radio reporter
Paul DeRienzo attempted to cover the
latest squatter evictions on East 13th
Street, he found himself being forced
into a so-called "media pen" by DCPI
(Deputy Commissioner of Public Infor-
mation) officer Noreen Murray, even
though the pen was blocked off by po-
lice barriers.

After following Murray to the press
pen, DeRienzo saw a pay phone
across the street which he had used
for a live radio report during the 1995
evictions. From the location of the
phone, he had had a good view of the
action on 13th Street.

When he attempted to call WBAI for
a live radio report, Murray stopped
DeRienzo and demanded that he re-
turn to the media pen where other re-
porters and camera crews were al-
ready corralled, from where none of
them could see any activity on 13th
Street,

DeRienzo tape recorded Murray as
she refused to allow him to make the
telephone call, which was part of his
job. Suddenly, PBMS (Patrol Borough
Manhattan South) Captain Michael Fox
approached DeRienzo, grabbed his

arm and pushed him against the
media pen. Fox opened the pen and
shoved DeRienzo inside. When De-
Rienzo continued to insist on his right
to call WBAI, Murray told him to leave
the area completely and Fox told her
to take his press pass, which she did.

"What's important about this," says
a veteran Lower East Side journalist
who covered the May 1995 evictions
and July 4, 1995 reoccupation of the
13th Street squats, "is that it's essen-
tially a no-witnesses policy for cops in
political situations. It's not like it's a
hostage situation and they don't want
Channel 7 sticking a camera in the
gunman's face. This is 100 riot cops
turning out for a free concert in the
park!

“When 541 East 13th Street was re-
occupied last year, the cops charged
several people with attempted murder.
It was obvious they were baseless, be-
cause they didn't give any specifics.
The only possible basis was some-
body throwing a brick off the roof of
541 that landed 50 feet from the near-
est cop. But because they kept the
mainstream press off the block, no-
body could see that. So the headlines
the next day were all 'SQUATTERS
CHARGED WITH ATTEMPTED MUR-
DER.™

Due to the DCPI refusal to return
DeRienzo's press credentials, activist
attorney Stanley Cohen has been help-
ing him. The New York Civil Liberties
Union has offered to represent him as
well. In response to Cohen's inquiries,
the DCPI said that DeRienzo has a his-

tory of being "abusive, arrogant and in-

sulting" to police. Since he has never
had any previous run-ins with cops or
had his press credentials taken by
cops in the ten years he has been re-
porting, DeRienzo feels that police
must be monitoring his reportage in
the SHADOW and on WBAI, and have
decided that he is not cop-friendly.
DeRienzo is now contemplating a
lawsuit against the city in order to re-

gain his press credentials and possibly

seek damages, since his ability to
perform his job has been severely
hindered.
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As HPD’s destruction crews went Lo
work, they tossed tons of debris from
open windows without required chutes,
causing lead dust, asbestos and dirt to
fill the air surrounding the squat build-
ings. Several neighbors called city agen-
cies, including the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), but no one
would respond to their complaints.

Within the week, the demolitions
were finished, the buildings were sealed
and a brand new sign on the scaffolding
in front of 541 East 13th Street was
posted reading: "Affordable Housing
For New Yorkers" with Mayor Rudy
Giuliani’s pame at the bottom. The city
wants to hand the five buildings to
Lower East Side Coalition Housing De-
velopment (LESCHD), a real estate de-
velopment group controlled by City
Councilman Antonio Pagén, known for
his support of landlords and real estate
interests and his hatred of rent-con-
trolled and stabilized tenants, the home-
less, and squatters. LESCHD is seeking
to convert the buildings into 41 units of
"low-income" housing at a cost of $4
million. After approximately ten years
of "managing" the properties, ownership
would revert to Pagan’s group, who
could then charge market rate rents (o
tenants, who would no longer be "low-
income." [See SHADOWs #34, 35, 36,
37 + 38 for more--Ed.]

By contrast, the 13th Street squatters
were able to house more than twice the
number of people LESCHD claims it
will house, ranging from zero to low-
income, and rehab the buildings, all at
no cost to the city or any federal
agency. Squatters and neighborhood
housing activists wonder if the money
for LESCHD to renovate the buildings
for their privatization scam will actually
be available. The prevailing suspicion is
that the buildings will sit for years with-
out any activity, until they deteriorate to
the point where demolition may be ne-
cessary.

Meanwhile, the buildings remain
sealed and uninhabitable while the 13th
Street squatters who weren'’t fortunate
enough to find space with friends, family
or in other squats are now homeless.

In what was seen as an intimidation
tactic, just hours after the 13th Street
evictions, several fire trucks and HPD
officials arrived at a long time squat on
East 7th Street to announce a surprise
fire inspection. Following standard pro-
cedure, the squatters refused entry to
the HPD and welcomed the Fire De-
partment. After a satisfactory walk-
through, during which the FD confis-
cated a propane tank, they all left with-
out incident.

APPELLATE DIVISION DECISION
AND THE AFTERMATH

Voting 4-1 against the squatters’
claim of Adverse Possession, the Appel-
late Division decided that the squatters’
possession of the 13th Street buildings
was not continuous since the buildings
had been sealed on several occasions by
the city and that at times, some of the
apartments in the buildings had been
vacant, even if only temporarily.

Squatter attorney Stanley Cohen says
that, in a way, the Appellate Division
decision is a victory, not a defeat. He
told the SHADOW: "The Appellate Di-
vision held by virtue of their ruling that
Adverse Possession is an appropriate
remedy, an appropriate right for squat-
ters in these types of situations. They
merely held that they believed they
didn’t have at this point enough evi-
dence to justify a preliminary injunction
stopping the city from evicting squatters
from the buildings."

Despite the setback caused by the
evictions, the squatters say they are not
done fighting the city for the return of
their buildings. Cohen told the
SHADOW that he expects to go to trial
in the spring and prove the squatters’
case. He said: "The trial will continue,
we have additional opportunity to devel-
op further evidence which will support
our claim that the squatters own the
buildings...A year from now, a jury of
New York citizens, having heard all the
evidence, may very well decide that the
squatters own these buildings, which
may very well require the city to turn
over fully-renovated projects to the
squatters, who are in fact the landlords."

Beside the ongoing case in Judge
Wilk’s court, Cohen and Bukowski say
they will continue their lawsuit against
the city of New York, despite the
August 13 eviction. Cohen told the
SHADOW that he plans to sue the city
for $20 million in damages as compen-
sation for the work done on the build-
ings by the squatters over the past
decade. Cohen says, "we are going o
amend our complaint and allege a viola-
tion of the squatters’ civil rights, charg-
ing the city with perjury, conspiracy to
deny squatters their rights, and seeking
additional damages as well...that the
squatters need to be repaid for the
effort put into their buildings for years
with the city’s knowledge, approvable
and at their behest. We're prepared to
proceed to trial this spring."

Meanwhile, squatters and their sup-
porters are planning to continue street
demonstrations and protests in and
around Tompkins Square Park. Updates
on times and places are being broadcast
regularly on Steal This Radio, the
Lower East Side’s pirate radio station,
at 88.7 FM.
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SEVENTEEN QUESTIONS WITH

CAPT. KENNETH "KILLER" KELLEHER
By Chris Flash

(On August 17, as dozens of people gathered at the corner of 6th Street and
Avenue A in a vigil for Merlin, a well-known homeless squatter who had died the
day before, ninth precinct Captain Kelleher stopped by. Earlier that morning, cops
had beaten and arrested activist squatter Jerry The Peddler on Merlin’s corner for
objecting to cops’ demands that candles lit for the vigil be removed. [See stories
elsewhere in this issuej)

SHADOW: Why was Jerry The Peddler arrested?
KKK: He was disorderly.

SHADOW: How s0?
KKK: That's my answer,

SHADOW: What's the name of the sergeant who banged Jerry's head three times
into the side of a cop car, causing him to get three stitches?
KKK: He fell into the front door of the stationhouse--he was highly intoxicated.

SHADOW: Is that how he got a black eye too?
KKK: He was treated like a prisoner. We follow the rules.

SHADOW: Why did a cop choke Eric Drooker while two other cops held his hands
behind his back during the August 14 march through Tompkins Square Park?
[See front cover of this issue and story on Page 1—-Ed.]

KKK: Nobody choked him.

SHADOW: | have a photograph right here.
KKK: [Before we could take the photo out] | think what happened was that the
officer’s hand slipped up his (Drooker’s) shirt.

SHADOW: And ended up on his (Drooker’s) neck, choking him and making him
gag for air, like this? [Demonstration acted out]
KKK: The use of force was appropriate.

SHADOW: Why were the August 14 marchers through Tompkins Square Park
surrounded and jumped at random by cops?
KKK: They were parading without a permit.

SHADOW: How did you determine they were parading?
KKK: Someone had a banner....

SHADOW: Were they all carrying banners, or could it be that many of them were
simply walking through the park at the same time, including bystanders and
people who had nothing to do with a demonstration?

KKK: It was a violation of park regulations.

SHADOW: If they were violating park regulations, then why did you put everyone
through the system for 48 hours instead of simply issuing tickets as would
normally be done?

KKK: Because they committed unclassified misdemeanors.

SHADOW: Why were many of those arrested roughed up by the cops?
KKK: We used an equal amount of force against the demonstrators that was used
against us,

SHADOW: Are you saying that Eric Drooker was choking a

p and that's why he
was choked by the cop? - :

Hnpy
KKK: [No answer] nnone e I
CITY ey .
SHADOW: Do you have any comment v 4
on the pending lawsuit by the New York T

Civil Liberties Union over what
happened on August 147
KKK: Let them.

SHADOW: Why did the cops enforce a |
park regulation against more than 20
people being assembled in the park r
instead of the park police?

KKK: People approached me and asked .
me to do something about the demon-
strators. | thought it was escalating. |
wanted to stop It.

SHADOW: There are more than 20
people here right now. Why aren’t you
making arrests?

KKK: If | answer your question, will you
leave me alone?

KILLER KELLEHER FINDS SOLACE

SHADOW: At least for tonight.
- INTHE BOTTLE
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ANGELA BOCAGE

TOMPKINS SQUARE RIOT
REUNION CONCERT
By Chris Flash

Hundreds gathered at the site of the former bandshell in Tompkins Square
Park to enjoy a concert celebrating the eighth anniversary of the Tompkins
Square Riot of August 6-7, 1988.

The 1988 riot, resulting from community resistance to increasing police
violence in attempting to enforce an arbitrary midnight curfew in the park, came a
week after a smaller skirmish with riot cops in the same park. The cops were
forced to retreat when they were outnumbered by parkgoers and neighborhood
activists who refused to adhere to the curfew.

In the days that followed, the community witnessed an unprecedented build-up
of police manpower, equipment and show of force in and around the park. This
included cops practicing formations and deployments on foot and horseback
along with the placement of a command post trailer inside the park. it was
expected that riot cops would return that weekend to get even, so no one was
surprised when hundreds of them converged on Tompkins Square, beating nearly
everyone and everything that moved, whether or not they were demonstrating
against the cops. In their bloodlust, cops Injured scores of people, many of whom
later sued the city. More importantly, It was the first time in decades that the
community united to fight a common enemy. In the end, the riot cops were again
forced to retreat after a stand off along Avenue A.

Every year since 1988, the Tompkins Square Riot anniversary has been
observed by riot veterans with a gala celebration in the park. Several of the
anniversary celebrations over the years resulted in new smaller riots, caused by
riot cops looking for another fight. In all cases, cops got more than they
bargained for. In recent years, the anniversary concerts in the park have been
without incident.

This year, the Parks Department denied a permit for August 6, claiming that
another event had already been scheduled for that date. The only other date
offered was August 9. When the SHADOW investigated, we found that there was
no other event in or around Tompkins Square Park on August 6!!

Due to intermitent rainfall, the sound equipment set-up was delayed,
shortening the length of the sound permit. The turnout was lower than usual, but
about 200 people gathered to enjoy the show, share memories and discuss
current events in the neighborhood. Heal, the new band headed by Stefan,
formerly of the False Prophets, was followed by the hard-core salsa of
Ricanstruction, then ICU and Bay of Pigs.

In keeping with tradition, cops were seen on surrounding rooftops and a few
plainciothes cops were scattered around the park, but nothing happened.
Perhaps the cops have finally learned the equation that the SHADOW has been
repeating since the 1988 riot: NO PIGS = NO RIOT!I
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COPS BEAT WRITER

FOR SPEAKING UP!!
By Chris Flash

Writer and Red Tape magazine pub-
lisher Michael Carter was beaten by two
pigs stationed in Tompkins Square Park
and jailed after saying "I remember
when the park was open 24 hours a day
and the police didn't hassle you," as he
exited the park on June 13. Carter
made the comment aloud when he wit-
nessed the two cops harassing a man in
the park.

According to a SHADOW witness,
when Carter left the park, one of the
cops was heard to say "Let’s get that
motherfucker." After stalking Carter for
several blocks, the two cops, P.O. Van
Aker and P.O. Guy Collabro, both of
the ninth precinct, threw him up against
the wall of the Boy's Club on Avenue
A. Collabro hit Carter with a black jack
once in the head after Van Aker got
two blows in with a billy club on Car-
ter's chest and arm. The cops called for
reinforcements, claiming that they were
in danger and Carter was taken away.

Approximately 36 hours later, Carter
was released, charged with "Disorderly
Conduct" and "Resisting Arrest," and
given a date to appear in court. Carter
checked into a hospital where he re-
ceived a CAT scan to check for internal
injuries.

A few days later, neighborhood pap-
parazzo John Penley was walking
through the park with activist attorney
Stanley Cohen on the way back from fil-
ing a CCRB complaint against Van
Aker and Collabro in the beating of
Michael Carter. When Penley loudly re-
peated Carter’s words within earshot of
cops in the park, he was quickly sur-
rounded by the cops, one of whom in-
cluded "Blackjack" Collabro. When
Cohen objected to the cops’ behavior
over Penley’s protected free speech,
Collabro threatened to arrest both
Cohen and Penley. In the end, all the
cops backed off.

On June 22, a Speak-Out and de-
monstration was held at the Seventh
Street and Avenue A corner entrance to
the park. Several speakers related inci-
dents of harassment, abuse of power
and violence by cops against people in
and around Tompkins Square Park.
These included a woman stripped and
beaten by cops after she objected to a
cop bothering a homeless man in the
park; a man who said he was arrested
in the park merely for saying that he
wished he could smoke pot whenever he
wanted to; and cops taking their scoot-
ers on wild joy rides throughout the

park. Carter himself spoke, comparing
himself to poet Ezra Pound, "who was
also arrested for speaking his mind."
Dark ugly bruises on Carter’s chest and
arm were clearly visible.

To top off the Speak-Out’s tradition
of free speech, everyone began chanting
"l remember when the park was free,"
daring nearby cops to arrest them for
saying so. The cops looked on with
blank expressions on their faces, but
wisely did not attempt to make arrests.

Carter’s attorney Stanley Cohen says
that Carter may sue the city over the
beating and false imprisonment. A
Huntley conference has now been
scheduled in which Van Aker and Col-
labro must answer questions about their
conduct and procedure in this case. So
far, both cops haved failed to show up
in court, where Carter has pleaded not
guilty.

In the aftermath of the assault
against him, Carter tol the SHADOW
that he is now "a lot more leary of walk-
ing past Tompkins Square Park," fearful
that he might run into Van Aker and
Collabro again. Carter said that while
he has strong views, "this was the first
time I was ever physically assaulted and

jailed for expressing them."
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NYC RENT CONTROLS
IN FIGHT FOR LIFE!!

By Steven Wishnia

New York's 50-year-old system of
rent controls and tenant protections is
in danger of extinction.

The state's rent-regulation laws, a
patchwork system that includes rent
control and rent stabilization, covering
over a million apartments in the city,
expire on June 15, 1997. To survive,
they must be renewed by both the
Assembly and the Republican-con-
trolled State Senate and be signed by
Governor George Pataki.

In the past, Pataki and key GOP
leaders have opposed rent regulations,
or endorsed the "alternative" of gutting
the system by allowing "vacancy de-
control'--eliminating regulations on
apartments once the current tenant
moves out. In June 1995, a top state
housing official said Pataki would "wipe
out" rent regulations, which he com-
pared to "Communist policies from a
failed society." He was fired, but a
spokesperson for the governor backed
his position.

If rent regulations die, tenants will
not only lose protection from massive
rent increases. They also bar your
landlord from evicting you without tak-
ing you to court for not paying rent,
letting death-metal bands rehearse in
your living room after midnight, and
the like. Without these protections, you
could be thrown out for reasons as
arbitrary as the landlord getting sick of
your face.

The law affects both of the city's
systems of rent regulations. Rent con-
trol, dating back to World War II,
covers 185,000 apartments, virtually all
tenants who have been living in the
same apartment since before July
1971. Rent stabilization, established in
1969 to control rent-gouging in build-
ings built after the war, covers
1,050,000 apartments, most of the
city's renters.

These systems have held down
rents on many of the city's apartments,
even during the '80s real-estate boom.
But they have three major loopholes
that have opened the way for the mon-
ster rent-inflation of the last 15 to 20
years.

The first is vacancy decontrol of
rent-controlled apartments. Imposed in
1971 by Governor Nelson Rockefeller,

it caused an eruption of harassment of
tenants, as landlords could get double
or triple the rent if they could drive
them out. In 1974, the Emergency Ten-
ant Protection Act put the decontrolled
apartments under rent stabilization. For
other rent-controlled apartments, it
allowed the landlord to raise the rent
to market rate once the tenant moved
out, putting them under rent stabiliza-
tion at the new rent. This is the history
of most Lower East Side apartments.
The second is the Individual Apart-
ment Improvement Program, also
known as the *1/40th rule.” it allows
landlords who renovate apartments to
raise the rent by 1/40 the cost of the
job; a $20,000 renovation can bring a
$500-a-month increase. This rule has
been the key to gentrification on the
Lower East Side, where virtually every
vacated apartment gets renovated,
The third is that it's easy for land-
lords to get away with illegal increases.
If they raise the rent on an apartment
from $500 to $1,000, how is the new
tenant going to know it? How many
tenants know that they can sue to
challenge the overcharge? Even if they
do, the State Division of Housing and
Community Renewal (DHCR) takes
around five years to process over-
charge complaints, Under Pataki, it

has changed its procedures to make it
easier to dismiss them.

The result, as is blatantly obvious to
anyone who's looked for an apartment
in the last decade, is a colossal afford-
able-housing crisis in New York City. It
is virtually impossible to find even a
small studio for under $500; two-bed-
rooms go for well over $1,000 in Man-
hattan and $800 in the outer bor-
oughs.

But landlords aren't satisfied. The
well-financed self-interest of the real-
estate industry and the free-market fa-
naticism of right-wing ideologues have
fueled a propaganda campaign pro-
moting several myths about rent regu-
lations. Some of these myths are
attempts to convince tenants that they
might be better off without rent con-
trols. Others are half-truths intended to
hide that the city's biggest landlords
would get a monster windfall if there
were no limits on what they could
charge.

Myth #1. Rent regulations cause
abandonment. In real life, most aban-
doned buildings are in the city's poor-
est neighborhoods, where landiords
would have trouble collecting signifi-
cant rent increases even if they could
charge them. Detroit and St. Louis,
which never had rent controls, have
suffered massive abandonment; Ber-
keley and Santa Monica, California,
which limit rents, haven't.

The one area where this complaint
is legitimate is that DHCR, the state
agency that processes landlords’ hard-
ship complaints--applications to in-
crease rents on the grounds that
they're not making a minimum profit--is
notoriously inefficient (almost as bad
as it is at processing tenants' rent
overcharge complaints).

Myth #2. Rent regulations "skew
rents" and give the rich bargain
apartments. Real-estate shills portray
the typical rent-regulated tenant as a
rich widow paying $386 a month for an
eight-room apartment on the Upper
East Side, while a single mother in
East Harlem is paying $750 to share a
small one-bedroom with two kids.
"These bargain rents are not available
to New Yorkers looking to move,”
writes Joseph Strasburg of the Rent
Stabilization Association, city landlords’
leading lobbyist.

In real life, according to figures from
the 1993 federal Housing and Vacancy
Survey, the median income for rent-
stabilized tenants in the city is $19,000
a year. Of the 212,000 rent-stabilized
apartments that still rent for less than
$400, only about 200 are occupied by
households that make over $100,000 a
year. In contrast, half the tenants
paying less than $400 have incomes
below $10,000 a year, and 80 percent
make under $25,000. One-third of
these people--about 70,000 house-
holds--pay more than half their income
in rent.

Deregulation wouldn't deliver bar-
gain rents to the "deserving poor." It
would simply allow landlords to raise
the rents on apartments that haven't
slipped through the loopholes.

Myth #3. If rents were deregula-
ted, free-market competition would
lower them. This is what Paul Atana-
sio, a Giuliani appointee to the city
Rent Guidelines Board, claimed in
1995. He hung up when | asked him
how this would actually happen.

Deregulation wouldn't reduce con-
struction costs, and it would probably
increase the cost of land by encourag-
ing speculation. And if eliminating rent

controls might reduce rents, why
would landlords be pushing so hard
for it?

Myth #4. Deregulation would help
small landlords most. Small landlords
show up at every Rent Guidelines
Board hearing bearing "We Need $500
a Month MINIMUM" picket signs.
(Lower East Side right-winger Krystyna
Piorkowska is a regular.) Yet 12 per-
cent of the city's landlords own 70
percent of the rent-regulated apart-
ments--a group of less than 3,000
owners, with an average of 238 apart-
ments each. Deregulation wouldn't dis-
tinguish between Donald Trump and
an immigrant widow with one six-unit
building in the Bronx. Many small land-
lords say that getting breaks on their
taxes and water bills would help them
more than being allowed to charge
higher rents.

Myth #5. Measures like vacancy
decontrol wouldn’t hurt tenants, be-
cause they wouldn't affect people
who stay in their apartments. And a
law mandating the slaughter of all
children born after July 1, 1997
wouldn't affect kids already conceived,

Aside from being a titanic incentive
for landlords to harass tenants, mas-
sive vacancy increases would bar all
but the richest tenants from moving.
What about couples who break up or
couples who get together? What about
people who have kids or whose kids
move out?

This propaganda campaign has
been abetted by the city's newspa-
pers, which have all backed deregula-
tion in various forms. (The News is
owned by developer Mort Zuckerman,
the Times has strong ties to the
real-estate industry, and the Post is
ideologically right-wing.) It is also
helped by the real-estate industry’s
contributions to key politicians. Much
of the $4.6 million that Mayor Rudy
Giuliani had raised for his re-election
campaign as of February came from
real-estate bigwigs. Donald Trump
gave $7,000. Leaders of the Rent Sta-
bilization Association chipped in
$7,700, the maximum city campaign-
finance law allows single donors to
give, as did real-estate magnate Jack
Rudin and Grand Central Partnership
chair Peter Malkin. The RSA was also
the biggest single contributor to Lower
East Side City Councilman Antonio
Pagan's campaigns in 1991 and 1993.

The Mayor, however, is taking a
cagier course. In May 1995, the Rent
Guidelines Board set off a storm of
protest by proposing massive vacancy
increases. Rudy took the hint, declared
his support for rent controls, and
reined the board in at the last minute.
But in general, he seems to be trying
to push through the largest increases
he can give landlords without sustain-
ing political damage. He's packed the
RGB with landlord supporters, and the
increases it approved June 24--the
biggest ones allowed for stabilized
apartments since 1989, letting land-
lords raise rents up to 16 percent on
vacant apartments--came directly from
City Hall. (Over 200 angry tenants
surged into the aisles after the board’s
vote, chanting "Rudy Must Go!" and
disrupting the meeting for half an
hour.)

With the State Senate dominated by
upstate and suburban Republicans
and Pataki unfriendly to rent controls,
tenants may be facing a grim future.
(Giuliani, who has to face city voters
five months after the laws expire, is
much more vuinerable to pressure.) In
the past, Senate Republicans have
held the rent laws hostage to extract
concessions on weakening them (like
the 1993 deregulation of high-rent
apartments) and other issues.

But there are some encouraging
signs. In April, landlords in the Nassau

County city of Long Beach--who had
been warehousing apartments in an
attempt to void the city’s rent controls
by increasing the percentage of vacan-
cies--tried to push vacancy decontrol
through the City Council. Hundreds of
angry tenants protested, and the
Council tabled the measure "for eter-
nity." In May, more than 2,000 tenants
traveled to Albany to warn legislators
not to weaken the rent laws.

(Two tenant organizations worth
checking out are Metropolitan Council
on Housing: 102 Fulton Street, New
York, NY 10038, and New York State
Tenants & Neighbors Coalition: 505
Eighth Ave., 18th Floor, New York, NY
10018-6505. Both charge $20 a year
(810 for low-income people) to join.
Met Gouncil runs a tenant-advice
hotline from 1:30pm to 5pm on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays:
Call (212) 693-0550.)
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SAN FRANCISCO CANNABIS
BUYERS CLUB BUSTED!!!

By Bill Weinberg

San Francisco’s ground-breaking Cannabis Buyers Club (CBC), which for nearly two
years has been supplying medicinal marijuana to AIDS patients, was busted by 100 agents
of the California Bureau of Narcotics Enforcement on August 4. The agents burst in at
8:00am dressed in full body armor, menaced club personnel with laser-scope sub-machine
guns, and sledge-hammered down doors, despite the pleas of the CBC workers who
offered to unlock them.

In simultaneous raids, five houses in San Francisco, Oakland and San Mateo were also
hit by state agents. CBC director Beth Moore was handcuffed, held at gunpoint and
interrogated for over two hours as ten agents ransacked her home in San Francisco’s
West Portal district. The Castro district home of CBC founder Dennis Peron was also hit.
Peron was vacationing in Vancouver at the time, but the state agents also searched the
home of his downstairs neighbors, who have no connection to the CBC.

In all, ten computers were confiscated from people involved with the CBC. Personal
medical records, marijuana, scales and $60,000 in cash was also seized from CBC
premises.

The raids were masterminded by California Attorney General Dan Lungren, who
obtained a temporary restraining order against the CBC from State Superior Court Judge
William Cahill. CBC attorney Tony Serra is filing a motion with Judge Cahill to get the
restraining order overturned.

San Francisco’s voters overwhelmingly approved 1991’s Proposition P, which
established a policy of tolerance for medical marijuana use. As a result, Lungren and
Governor Pete Wilson were unable to secure cooperation from either municipal or
federal law enforcement in the raid.

Newly-elected flaming liberal Mayor Willie Brown called the raid "Gestapo tactics" and
accused Lungren of "political grandstanding at the expense of the health and welfare of
the people of San Francisco."

During his long tenure in the California state legislature, Brown voted for three
medical marijuana bills written by CBC founder Dennis Peron and his allies which would
have replicated San Francisco’s tolerance policy statewide--all of which were vetoed by
Republican Governor Wilson.

Peron is now taking the issue directly to California’s voters with Proposition 215, which
will appear on the ballot statewide in November. With financing from zillionaire
libertarian investor-philanthropist George Soros and Laurance D. Rockefeller, the 215
campaign has garnered significant support across the state. The effort is being fought by
Citizens for a Drug-Free California-No on 215, recently founded by Orange County
Sheriff Brad Gates, former governor George Deukmejian--and Lungren and Wilson.

Citizens for a Drug-Free California-No on 215 has already been censured by the courts
for using inaccurate information by claiming the American Cancer Society opposes 215
(in fact, they have no position).

Lungren claims undercover agents at the CBC had been able to buy marijuana without
the required medical documentation that they need it to combat ailments associated with
AIDS, cancer, glaucoma or arthritis. CBC personnel counter that the narcs had pleaded
and even resorted o tears to sway them. In any case, Lungren claims that the club is
illegal even if it did only supply marijuana to medically needy. Critics call the
Lungren/Wilson raid on the CBC a politically-motivated move to undercut the Proposition
215 campaign, whose state headquarters is also housed at the club.
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San Francisco Supervisor Tom Ammiano has called for the City Department of Health
to declare a state of emergency to protect medical marijuana users, similar to the one
already in place to protect needle exchange in the city. The resolution is currently
pending before the Board of Supervisors Government Efficiency & Labor Committee. A
hearing is scheduled as The SHADOW goes to press. If the Board of Supervisors
approves the resolution, the state of emergency--superseding state law within the county
of San Francisco-—will likely be declared by Health Department chief Dr. Sandra
Hernandez, an out-of-the-closet lesbian.

If San Francisco declares a state of emergency to protect medical marijuana, an
unprecedented showdown between the city and state government could be in the offing.
The Cannabis Buyers Club had recently moved from a building in the Castro district--
heart of the city’s large and militant gay community--to an elegant five-story building on
Market Street in downtown San Francisco, a stone’s throw from City Hall. Up to 1,000
have taken to the streets of San Francisco to support the CBC since the raid,

Lungren's office says arrests are pending an investigation. But Dennis Peron tells The
SHADOW that he does not believe any jury in the Bay Area will convict him.

HIPPIES THINK Yoo CAN

INSIDE THE CANABIS BUYERS CLUB

By A. Kronstadt

In the first week of July, 1996, Shadow
reporters visited the Cannabis Buyer’s
Club in San Francisco and wrote the
following report which was originally
accompanied with a glowing report of
the changes in San Francisco life with
the ousting of Giullani-like fascist Mayor
Frank Jordan and his replacement with
the flamboyant Willie Brown, SF's first
black mayor. The August 4 bust and
padiocking of the CBC showed the
limitations of the revolution in SF
politics; though not the one who
ordered the bust, Brown was powerless
to stop it. The new mayor is enormously
popular among the enlightened citizens
of SF and was recelved with massive
cheers at the Gay Pride Parade, where
he rode up Market Street (past the

Cannabis Buyers’ Club) atop his own

personal trolley car, resplendant in a
Hawallan shirt and Panama hat. One
lesbian activist from the Mission District
who Is no sucker for liberal pols
explained It this way-"Brown is a
sleaze, but at least he leaves us alone.”
The fact remains that we in New York
have a mayor who Is ordering cops to
bust citizens walking out of their local

pot shops; in SF they have a

referendum on the ballot to legalize the
weed. Maybe it's about time that we,
too, reclaimed our progressive tradition.

July 8, 1996

In 1991, the Cannabis Buyer's Club
opened as a massive semi-legal, semi-
underground pharmacy selling

| marijuana by prescription and providing

a social atmosphere where the pot

could be smoked safely and pleasantly.
The Cannabis Buyer's club is
composed of a ground floor with a
cafeteria and meeting hall with two
upstairs lofts. Each of these lofts is
provided with comfortable couches,
table, ash trays, a pot bar, and a health
food bar--one floor is for tobacco
smokers; cigarettes are prohibited on
the other. At the pot bars, a variety of
weed Is sold at near-wholesale prices.
Quality ranges frorn the acclaimed "Cal
Green" to more modest California and
Mexican herbs. For those whose
physicians do not recommend smoking,
brownies, tinctures, and capsules of
THC-laced olive oil are available. The
bags of cannablis are marked with a
prescription label, (one hopes) obliging
the police to refrain from confiscating it.
This Is not government pot, it comes
from the same underground where
everyone else’s pot comes from in
California, but it is reliable, free of
chemicals, and can be bought and
smoked with little fear of arrest. Most of
the pot prescriptions are given for the
side-effects of cancer and AIDS
chemotherapy; sufferers claim relief
from loss of appetite and nausea.
Others have prescriptions for arthritis
(where it is applied Iin the form of
compresses), glaucoma, and migraine
headaches. Literature Is provided to
buyers detalling the possible side
effects of the medicinal marijuana, In
which the top two listed are
*uneasiness and hunger." Alcohol is not
permitted on the premises.
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