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13TH STREET SQUATS EVICTED 
IN SURPRISE DAWN RAIDII 

By Paul DeRienzo + Chris Flash 
Five people were arrested after an but it did allow the city of New York to 

August 13 raid and eviction of three of evict the squatters at will, pending 
the remaining 13th Street squats by further legal action by the squatters. 
hundreds of riot cops. Three occupied [See SHADOWS #34, 36, 37 + 38 for 
buildings at 535, 537 and 539 East 13th more--Ed.) 
Street were evicted at dawn during a 
heavy rainstorm, despite resistance by 
determined squatters and their neigh­
borhood supporters. 1)le dawn raid had 
been expected by squatters in the after­
math of a negative decision by the New 
York State Appellate Division handed 
down on August 8. 

Though the city was aware of the 
court's decision, no one saw fit to notify 
the squatters' attorneys Jackie Bukowski 
and Stanley Cohen. Squatters on 13th 
Street found out about the decision 
when news crews from NBC-1V and 

· the New York Times appeared, asking 
how it felt to lose the case. 

The Appellate Division reversed an 
injunction issued by New York State 
Supreme Court Judge Elliot Wilk that 
prevented the city from evicting the 
squats, pending the outcome of a civil 
lawsuit against the city by the squatters. 
The decision does not preclude the 
squatters from getting a trial by jury on 
the merits of their case agaillst the city, 

Without officially notifying the squat­
ters or their attorneys, the city moved 
on the 13th Street squats only five days 
after the decision. The early morning 
evictions came without warning as hun­
dreds of riot cops mobilized near the 
Con Edison plant on 14th Street near 
the FDR Drive. Cars were quickly 
towed from 13th Street by NYPD tow 
trucks as riot cops set up a staging area 
at 13th Street and Avenue B at 3:00am. 

Squat defenders quickly arrived on 
the scene. Some confronted the• cops as 
others helped move squatters' _belong­
ings to safety. An attempt to topple 
scaffolding erected by the city in front 
of two previously-evicted buildings suc­
ceeded in only getting one beam pulled 
down as phalanxes of 75-80 cops 
stormed the block and pushed a few 
dozen squatter supporters west onto 

See SQUAT RAID On Page 3 

~ 

COPS WATCH AS SQUAT DEMOLITIONS BEGIN 

COPS JUMP AND BEAT 
PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATORS; 

GLASS HOUSE SQUAT RETAKEN!! 
By Chris Flash 

The day after the August 13 evic­

tions of the 13th Street squats, twenty 
seven people were arrested and beat­
en by cops during a peaceful march 

through Tompkins Square Park. At 
6:00 pm, scores of people gathered at 

the corner of 7th Street and Avenue A 
at the park for a Speak Out and to 
hear the latest developments in the 
aftermath of the evictions. When cops 
moved in behind the crowd in an effort 
to corral them, people decided to 

· move out rather than be trapped off. 

As they walked through the park, 

some played musical instruments and 
sang songs. When they reached the 

9th Street and Avenue B entrance to 

the park, the marchers were met by a 

wall of cops who blocked their way out 
as another row of cops closed in from 
behind. At that point, people tried to 
disperse, but cops refused to let any­
one leave. The SHADOW overheard 
ninth precinct Captain Kenneth Kelle­
her tell Chief Alan Hoehl: "I'm gonna 

arrest them all." Hoehl replied, "Good." 
Quickly, a line of cops made their 

way into the crowd, randomly sur­
rounding more than 30 people by link­

ing arms. Those caught in the cop cir­

cle were jumped and arrested. Those 
who broke out of the trap and took off 
avoided arrest. Cops justified their 

mass arrest of marchers and bystand­
ers by citing a parks regulation that 
they claim allows no more than 20 
people to gather in a city park without 

a permit. Among those arrested were 

Rabbi Fried, whose synagogue pro­
vides AIDS patients with pot, arid 

SHADOW artist Eric Drooker, who was 
violently choked as other cops held his 

hands behind his back. Several of 

those arrested were roughed up and 

beaten by cops, who refused to tell 
anyone what they were being charged 

with. 

OPERATION "SHATTER" 
After their surprise attack, cops 

hung around as the crowd thinned 

out, believing that the arrests had 
dashed all desire for further demon­

strations. However, once the smoke 
cleared, it was announced that the 

Glass House Squat had been retaken 
as part of 'Operation Shatter," which 

had been planned earlier. 
The Glass House Squat, at 139-141 

Avenue D, had been home to 40 peo­

ple, including victims of AIDS and el­

derly persons, for three years until all 
were evicted on February 1, 1994 at 
the behest of Pueblo Nuevo, a neigh­
borhood housing group headed at the 
time by local poverty pimp Roberto 
Caballero, who claimed that he wanted 

the Glass House to convert it into a 
hospice for AIDS patients. But two and 

a half years later, this housing has yet 
to be created. Caballero was later 

forced to resign his leadership of 

Pueblo Nuevo due to various charges 

of conflict of interest, including getting 
cheap apartments for his friends. See 

SHADOW #29 + 32 for more. 
By 7:30pm, hundreds of people ga­

thered outside Glass House at the cor­
ner of 10th Street and Avenue D, in­
cluding residents of a housing project 

across the street. Inside Glass House, 
several squatter aotivists hung an effi­
gy of pro-landlord and anti-low-income 

housing City Councilman Antonio 
PagAn and spoke to the crowd below. 

Half an hour later, five cops arrived at 
the scene, led by Captain "Killer'' Kelle­
her. Kelleher promptly showed his stuff 

by busting a young man with a bottle 

of beer. 
Soon after, emergency police trucks 

and a van full of plainclothes cops 
pulled up to the squat. Six cops 
donned their nazi-like SS helmets and 
flak jackets, and then used a special 

circular saw to cut through the front 
door. The flying sparks created such a 
spectacle that cops moved in paddy 
wagons to block the view of bystand­

ers and demonstrators. 
Hours later, cops were finally able 

to locate two demonstrators inside 
Glass House. Cops spent several 
hours combing the building for the 
other demonstrators as a helicopter 
circled above with a glaring spotlight, 

but everyone had gotten out earlier, 
right under ,the cops' noses. 

All those arrested earlier were taken 
to the old Central Booking at 1 Police 
Plaza, which had been closed down 
but had to be reopened due to the 

large number of arrests. When con­
cerned family members and neighbors 

called the ninth precinct to inquire 
about those arrested, they were told 
that no information was available be­
cause they "might be enemies" of the 
arrestees. A cop at Central Booking 
told a caller "those anarchists should 
be beaten up.• After about 48 hours, 

everyone was released, with charges 

including "disorderly conduct,' "ob­
structing governmental administration,• 
and •unlawful assembly." Not surpris­

ingly, all those assaulted by cops got 

an additional charge of "resisting 

arrest. " !'?~ 
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SQUATS SQUASHED: YOU'RE NEXT! 
By A. Kronstadt 

New York is undergoing big 
changes. Property is changing hands 

like there is no tommorrow, and 
speculation is back. Disney is on 
Eighth Avenue and no piece of Man­
hattan property is considered too 

desolate or sleazy to produce mega­

bucks. The 1980s weren't nothing 

compared to what today's real estate 
dealers have in mind. These folx will 
no longer tolerate sleaze districts or 
old neighborhoods on prime real es­

tate--Manhattan is too valuable to be a 
place for cheap entertainment or 
cheap rent. Giuliani and the real estate 
junta that he represents have grown 

so confident with their police state that 
they are now ready to break up the 
indigenous culture of New York and 

send the people someplace else, so 

that they can be free to make profits 
without worrying about our needs. This 
is what the 13th Street squatter evic­
tions are about, and this is only the 
beginning. The landlords have big_ 
plans for this city, and the people who 
live here already are only standing in 

the way of their dream of a high-rise, 
high-rent mecca on Manhattan. First 
they have run out the homeless and 

now they have come for the squatters. 
After they finish with the squatters, 

they will get rid of the rent regulations 
and throw out all the parasitic old ten­
ants who are not paying enough rent. 
When they are finished with them, they 
will come after all the young people 
who are just barely able to pay the 
outrageous market rents, and raise 

their rent. When everybody is paying 
their fair rent--ln other words living in 
some desolate New Jersey slum if they 
don't have enough money--then the 

landlords will have their ideal world. 

Then they will be able to simply tear all 
the tenements down and build forty­

story luxury rental towers each with its 

own garage and strip mall all up and 
down St. Mark's Place. 

The "low-income• building that the 
Lower East Side Coalition Housing Or­
ganization plans for the site of the 

currently evicted 13th Street squats 
may or may not be built. It may go the 
way of the AIDS residence that had 

been planned with great fanfare for the 
site of Glass House when that squat 
was evicted in 1994. Glass House re­

mains abandoned, empty save for the 

brief reoccupation of August 14. The 
funding for the AIDS residence dried 
up and the project was forgotten. If the 
13th Street project, called Collazo 
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Plaza, is built, it will define a "low­
income• family as one making over 

$30,000 per year and a low-income 

rent as a few percent below market 
level. These buildings will not make a 
dent in the housing problem in the 
Lower East Side. At the same time that 
local poverticians crow over the "vic­
tory for low-income housing• against 
the 13th Street squatters, the city is 

leaving more and more apartments in 

the Avenue D housing projects empty, 
part of a national trend toward aban­
donment of large housing projects. 
Collazo Plaza is a token gesture to­

ward the community. The broader 

trend represented by the evictions is 
the breaking up of the Lower East 
Side community to develop the real 
estate. Beware, Lower East Side ten­

ants, because once the squatters are 
gone, the eyes of the real estate devel­

opers will be fixed on you--you will be 

the only ones separating the landlords 
from having it all. 

As far as the real estate community 
is concerned, right means that we 

should not be living here, •we• mean­

ing anyone who is not paying the 
maximum amount of money to the 
landlords for living here--squatters, 

homeless people, or tenants. We New 
Yorkers should make the landlords 
pay us rent and the government pay 
us taxes, because we are what make 
the city valuable. People do not visit 

New York City because of its climate, 
its beaches, or its air quality--they 
come for its creativity. They come to 
visit us. We are the source of their 
legends and their art. When a tourist 
pays $70 to see a sappy musical 
about the Lower East Side called 
"Rent,• we should all get royalties. 

Every young person who hangs out in 
the street, every old lady on First 
Avenue, every squatter painting the 

front of a building should get paid for 
creating this neighborhood that people 
from all over the world scramble to live 
in. Yuppies pay $8.50 to see a movie 

about Basquiat, an artist who could 
have only flourished on the Lower East 

Side. These people must be made to 
realize that they are being manipulated 

into destroying the Lower East Side 

and creating a world where another 
Basquiat will never live. When the real 
estate speculators destroy us, they will 
trash their own precious commodity 
and turn this neighborhood into a bor­

ing strip mall like any other. It will serve 
them right, but it won't serve us right. 
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ACTIVIST TARGETED BY COPS: 
Jerry the Peddler's 

Constitutional Rig~ts Violated 
By A. Kronstadt 

In the weeks following the August 13 

eviction of the 13th Street squats, the 

full weight of the Giuliani administra­

tion's policy of expanded police powers 

have been brought to bear on long-time 

Lower East Side gadfly Jerry the 

Peddler. The squatter activist was 

busted on August 14 as police conduc­

ted a mass arrest of participants in a 
nonviolent speak-out as they passed 

through Tompkins Square Park. About 

30 people were seized and handcuffed 

with plastic "punishment cuffs" (See 

story on Page 1 ]. Jerry was held in the 

city jail system for 41 hours and charged 

with "violation of park rules," an ob­

scure, ominous 1989 law prohibiting the 

gathering of more than 20 people in a 

public park. Jerry was released without 

bail by the judge. 

No more than a few hours out of jail, 
Jerry attended an Irish wake for Sixth 

Street and Avenue A streetcorner sage 

Merlin (Paul Hogan), who had passed 

away at 3:30 that afternoon. Jerry and 

Merlin had known each other for years. 

The party on the corner continued for 

hours without police interference, and 

close to 100 candles were lit in Merlin's 

memory and placed along the brick 

front of tlie Con Edison electrical sub­

station where Merlin had been a fami­

liar sight. At around 3:00am, a couple 
of people who were not employees of 

the City began taking some of the can­
dles away .from the front of the Con Ed 

building. Jerry and others questioned 

them, and they said that the police had 
told them to do it and that the fire 

department was coming to extinguish 
the candles. Unconvinced that the fire 
department ·would consider a row of 

small funeral candles a threat to the 

windowless brick substation, which was 

built to house oil-filled electrical 

transformers, Jerry turned to Captain 

Kelleher, executive officer of the 9th 

precinct, who promptly ordered cops to 
arrest him. 

In the car on the way to the precinct 
house on East Fifth Street, Jerry re­

buked the arresting officers to the effect 

that they were behaving disgustingly by 
disrupting a neighborhood peoples' 

wake. Upon their arrival at the precinct 

house, before taking Jerry out of the 

car, a sergeant bashed his head three 

times into the glass window, causing him 
a black eye and cuts that required three 
stitches to close. He was high-cuffed 

(chained with one arm over his head) to 

a cell inside the station house. 

Eventually, workers from the Emer­

gency Medical Service (EMS) arrived 

and Jerry's injuries received attention. 

Jerry was brought to the "Tombs" (un­

der the courthouse at 100 Center 

Street), where police did everything pos­

sible to delay his release. They failed to 

bring him before a judge for over sixty 
hours; inquiries at the arraignment 

court reported his arrest number as cor­

responding to "John Doe." A clerk who 

answered the phone at the arraignment 

court explained that this usually meant a 

person was "lost in the system," some­

thing that happens from time to time. 

Two cops from the 9th Precinct 

passing through the jailhouse accosted 

Jerry and told him: "Say hello to Merlin; 

you'll be joining him in a couple of 

days." At his arraignment, the judge im­
posed more bail on Jerry than the 

Assistant District Attorney asked for. It 

cost Jerry's friends $500 to get him out, 

after he had already spent five days in 

jail. The charges were "Disorderly 

Conduct," "Obstructing Governmental 

Administration," and "Interfering with a 

Fireman." The last charge was strange 

in light of the fact that no fireman was 

on the scene--only Captain Kelleher and 
a few cops. 

A lifelong hippie freak and contro­

versialist, Jerry is well-known to the 

police as one of the most vociferous ex­

ponents of the squatter cause. Jerry has 
inhabited neighborhood squats for a de­
cade and has been arrested dozens of 

times during the turmoil preceding and 

following the 1988 Tompkins Square 
Park Riot. He. has been the organizer of -
traditional "pig roasts" that take place in : 

the neighborhood each Mayday, and 

was arrested during the retaking of the 

13th Street Squats by squatters on July 

4, 1995. Fearing a resurgence of the 

activism that once guaranteed squatters 

a place in this neighborhood, the city 
has resorted to constitutional violations 
and naked intimidation. When asked by 
the SHADOW if he was intimidated, 

Jerry quoted his 1970s guru John Sin-
clair (author of Guitar Army; founder of 
the White Panther Party; got twenty year 

jail sentence for two joints, but sentence 

later overturned] to the effect that "the 

penitentiary ain't nothing." 

MORE REPORTS OF ABUSE BY 

KOPS IN COP WATCH ON PAGE. 12 

KILLER KELLEHER PONDERS PORKY PEACE OFFERING FROM 
JERRY THE PEDDLER AT MAY 1 PIG ROAST 



SQUAT RAID 
Continued From Page 1 

Avenue A. An armored personnel car­
rier stood by on 13th Street while over­
head, a police helicopter flew perilously 

close to rooftops. 
Unlike the first eviction of two 

squats on 13th Street (541 + 545) in 
May 1995, when a stand-off between 

squatters and cops lasted for more than 

six hours, this time cops moved swiftly. 
Many of them were cadets recruited 
from the police academy on 21st Street. 
During the raid, police commanders 
seemed to have a difficult time control­

ling their inexperienced charges. They 
could be heard barking orders repeated­

ly to get the cadets to maintain a 
straight line and prevent them from run- . 

ning after retreating protestors. 
After being pushed to Avenue A, 

people marched to Avenue B and a 
rock smashed the front door window of 

the Christodora House (the hated sym­
bol of the yuppie invasion on the Lower 
East Side). When cops chased them, 
people ran in all directions, including 
through Tompkins Square Park, which 
was still closed. Cops arrested two peo­

ple caught in the park and one for the 

Christodora window. The three arrested 
were charged with "Criminal Mischief," 
"Resisting Arrest," and "Trespassing." 

Two men evicted from 539 East 13th 

Street were accused of pouring gasoline 

on cops and possessing M80 fi recrack­
ers. They were charged wi th "Attempted 

Assault," "Reckless Endangerment," 
"Criminal Possession of a Weapon," and 
"Obstructing Governmental Administra­
tion." 

One squatter was barricaded in his 
room so well that cops had to break in 
from underneath his floor. After check­
ing the identification of everyone in the 
evicted buildings, cops released all but 
those without ID. 

SQUATS GUTIED 

Immediately upon entering the 13th 
Stree t buildings, contractors hired by 
HPD (Department of Housing, Preser­
vation and Development) threw away 
squatters' belongings and personal ef­

fects that weren't carted away by HPD 
earlier, and then began interior demoli­
tions, gutting the buildings in order to 
prevent any reoccupancy by the squat­
ters, whether or not they later win in 

court. 
A squatter named Kirk told the 

SHADOW that be took some of his 

stuff out of his building at 4:30am, but 
then cops refused to allow him to return 
to get the rest, which he was told was 

taken away somewhere by HPD crews. 

As the day wore on, cops continued 
their blockade of 13th Street at Ave­

nues A + B as HPD crews swarmed 

over the squat buildings like inaggots on 
dead meat, destroying the twelve years 
of rehabilitation accomplished through 
squatter blood, sweat and money. HPD 

slimeball and Inspector Clouseau look­
alike Peter Cantillo was observed over­
seeing the HPD crews, as he bas done 

at countless other evictions and building 
thefts. (See SHADOW # 16 on the 

Bronx Squat Evictions--Ed.] 

See SQUAT RAID On Page 4 

SQUATTER 
TRAITORS WIN: 

SQUATTERS LOSE!! 
By Gabby Sloan 

Throughout the legal battle 

waged In the courts by the East 

Thirteenth Street Homesteaders 

Coalition (comprising 535, 537, 539, 
541 and 545 East 13th Street) 

against the city, two occupants of 
535 East 13th Street did everything 

they could to undermine the squat­

ters' legal efforts. The saboteurs, 

John Potak (aka "John The Com­
munist") and Butch Lee Johnson, 
went so far as to spread disinforma­
tion among other squatters, engage 
In character assassination, and 
create false propaganda. They also 
filed false statements contradicting 
documentation that proved a more 
than ten year occupancy of the 13th 
Street squats by the Homesteaders 
Coalition. This was used by city law­
yers to counter the squatters' claim 
of "Adverse Possession,• which pro­
vides that if a landlord (in this case, 
the City of New York) is aware of ten 
years of continuous and open occu­
pancy of his property and does no­
thing to stop it, then the occupiers 
are entitled to keep the property. 

Apparently, Johnson and Potak's 
efforts served the city well , since the 
squatters' claim of Adverse Posses- · 
slon was struck down by the Appel­
late Division In Its August 8 ruling, 
based on insufficient proof of con­
tinuous possession (though not 
denying that Adverse Possession is 
a legitimate legal argument for ob­
taining permanent possession of 
city-owned properties.) 

Beside attacking the squatters' 
legal efforts and their attorneys, 
Johnson went further, physically 
attacking other 13th Street squat­
ters, threatening others, and violent­
ly evicting squatters from 535 who 
did not agree with what he and Po­
tak were doing, especially women 
squatters who were badly beaten by 
Johnson. 

Johnson was seen and heard tes­
tifying In couf! with Potak, admitting 
that they had made a deal with HPD 
(Department of Housing, Preserva­
tion and Development) that pro­
mised him a city apartment If the 
squats were evicted. During his 
campaign of terror and sabotage 
against his fellow squatters before 
and during their legal effort against 
the city, Johnson was seen several 
times coming and going from the 
offices of LESCHD (Lower East Side 
Coalition Housing development), the 
group seeking to take over the 13th 
Street squat buildings. 

Since the August 13 evictions, 
Potak has moved In with another 
squatter while Johnson Is rumored 
to have·been moved to the top of a 

waiting list and Into a city-owned 
apartment at 513 East 13th Street, 
just a few doors up the block from 
the squats he helped to have evic­
ted, as part of the deal he cut with 
HPD and LESCHD. (See SHADOWs 
#34, 35, 36, 37 + 38 for more-Ed.) 
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POLICE BRASS STEAL PRESS PASS 
FROM ACTIVIST JOURNALIST!! 

. By Chris Flash 

Another aspect of the unrest on the 
Lower East Side is the manner in 
which police have tried to manage the 
massive media attention. In documents 
acquired by squatters during their 
court battle against the city last year, 

city officials were shown to be greatly 

concerned with the squatters' ability to 
get news coverage. 

During the May 29, 1995 evictions 
of two of the 13th Street squats, 
several reporters were forced by cops 
to lie face down on a tarred rooftop at 
gunpoint merely because they were 

covering the events unfolding on the 
streets below. Other reporters were 
forced to cover the evictions from 
behind police barri ers a block away 

from the action. Those reporters who 

braved threats from police press offi­

cers had their press passes ripped 
from their necks when they attempted 
to cover the evictions outside of the 
police barriers. These incidents led to 
complaints against the NYPD by sever­
al news organizations. 

On the morning of August 13, as 

SHADOW and WBAI-FM radio reporter 

Paul DeRienzo attempted to cover the 
latest squafter evictions on East 13th 
Street, he found himself being forced 

into a so-called "media pen" by DCPI 

(Deputy Commissioner of Public Infor­
mation) officer Noreen Murray, even 
though the pen was blocked off by po­

lice barriers. 
After following Murray to the press 

pen, DeRienzo saw a pay phone 
across the street which he had used 
for a live radio report during the 1995 
evictions. From the location of the 
phone, he had had a good view of the 

action on 13th Street. 
When he attempted to call WBAI for 

a live radio report, Murray stopped 
DeRienzo and demanded that he re­

turn to the media pen where other re­
porters and camera cr-ews were al­
ready corralled, from where none of 
them could see any activity on 13th 
Street. 

DeRienzo tape recorded Murray as 
she refused to allow him to make the 
telephone call, which was part of his 

job. Suddenly, PBMS (Patrol Borough 

Manhattan South) Captain Michael Fox 
approached DeRienzo, grabbed his 

arm and pushed him against the 
media pen. Fox opened the pen and 
shoved DeRienzo inside. When De­
Rienzo continued to insist on his right 
to call WBAI, Murray told him to leave 
the area completely and Fox told her 

to take his press pass, which she did. 

"What's important about this," says 
a veteran Lower East Side journalist 
who covered the May 1995 evictions 
and July 4, 1995 reoccupation of the 
13th Street squats, "is that it's essen­
tially a no-witnesses policy for cops in 
political situations. It's not like it's a 

hostage situation and they don't want 
· Channel 7 sticking a camera in the 

gunman's face. This is 100 riot cops 
turning out for a free concert in the 

park! 
"When 541 East 13th Street was re­

occupied last year, the cops charged 
several people with attempted murder. 
It was obvious they were baseless, be­
cause they didn't give any specifics. 
The only possible basis was some­
body throwing a brick off the roof of 
541 that landed 50 feet from the near -

est cop. But because they kept the 

mainst ream press off the block, no­
body could see that. So the headlines 
the next day were all 'SQUATTERS 

CHARGED WITH ATTEMPTED MUR­

DER. "' 

Due to the DCPI refusal to return 
DeRienzo's press credentials, activist 
attorney Stanley Cohen has been help­
ing him. The New York Civil Liberties 
Union has offered to represent him as 
well. In response to Cohen's inquiries, 
the DCPI said that DeRienzo has a his­
tory of being "abusive, arrogant and in­

sulting" to police. Since he has never 

had any previous run-ins with cops or 

had his press credentials taken by 
cops in the ten years he has been re­

porting, DeRienzo feels that police 
must be monitoring his reportage in 
the SHADOW and on WBAI, and have 
decided that he is not cop-friendly. 

DeRienzo is now contemplating a 
lawsuit against the city in order to re­

gain his press credentials and possibly 
seek damages, since his ability to 
perform his job has been severely 

hindered. 
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SQUAT. RAID Continued From Page3 

As HPD's destruction crews went to 
work, they t~d tons of debris from 
open windows without required chutes, 
causing lead dust, asbestos and dirt to 
fill the air surrounding the squat build­
ings. Several neighbors called city agen­
cies, including the Environmental Pro­
tection Agency (EPA), but no one 
would respond to their complaints. 

Within the week, the demolitions 
were finished, the buildings were sealed 
and a brand new sign on the scaffolding 
in front.of 541 East 13th Street was 
posted reading: "Affordable Housing 
For New Yorkers" with Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani's name at the bottom. The city 
wants to hand the five buildings to 
Lower East Side Coalition Housing De­
velopment (LESCHD), a real estate de- 1 

velopment group controlled by City 
Councilman Antonio Pagan, known for , 
his support of landlords and real estate 
interests and his hatred of rent-con­
trolled and stabilized tenants, the home­
less, and squatters. LESCHD is seeking 
to convert the buildings into 41 units of , 
"low-income" housing at a cost of $4 
million. After approximately ten years 
of "managing" the properties, ownership 
would revert to Pagan's group, who 
could then charge market rate rents to 
tenants, who would no longer be "low­
income." [See SHADOWs #34, 35, 36, 
37 + 38 for more--Ed.] 

By contrast, the 13th Street squatters 
were able to house more than twice the 
number of people LESCHD claims it 

will house, ranging from ~ to low­
income, and rehab the buildings, all at 
!ill cost to the city or any federal 
agency. Squatters and neighborhood 
housing activists wonder if the money 
for LESCHD to renovate the buildings 
for their privatization scam will actually 
be available. The prevailing suspicion is 
that the buildings will sit for years with­
out any activity, until they deteriorate to 
the point where demolition may be ne­

cessary. 
Meanwhile, the buildings remain 

sealed and uninhabitable while the 13th 
Street squatters who weren't fortunate 

enough to find space with friends, family 
or in other squats are now homeless. 

In what was seen as an intimidation 
tactic, just hours after the 13th Street 
evictions, several fire trucks and HPD 
officials arrived at a long time squat on 
East 7th Street to announce a surprise 
fire inspection. Following standard pro­
cedure, the squatters refused entry to 
the HPD and welcomed the Fire De­
partment. After a satisfactory walk­
through, during which the FD confis­
cated a propane tank, they all left with­

out incident. 
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APPELLATE DMSION DECISION 
AND THE AFTERMATH 

Voting 4-1 against the squatters' 
claim of Adverse P~ssion, the Appel­
late Division decided that the squatters' 
possession of the 13th Street buildings 
was not continuous since the buildings 
had been sealed on several occasions by 
the city and that at times, some of the 
apartments in the buildings had been 
vacant, even if only temporarily. 

Squatter attorney Stanley Cohen says 
that, in a way, the Appellate Division 
decision is a victory, not a defeat. He 
told the SHADOW: "The Appellate Di­
vision held by virtue of their ruling that 
Adverse P~ssion is an appropriate 
remedy, an appropriate right for squat­
ters in these types of situations. They 
merely held that they believed they 
didn't have at this point enough evi­
dence to justify a preliminary injunction 
stopping the city from evicting squatters 
from the buildings." 

Despite the setback caused by the 
evictions, the squatters say they are not 
done fighting the city for the return of 
their buildings. Cohen told the 
SHADOW that he expects to go to trial 
in the spring and prove the squatters' 
case. He said: "The trial will continue, 
we have additional opportunity to devel­
op further evidence which will support 

our claim that the squatters own the 
buildings ... A year from now, a jury of 
New York citizens, having heard all the 
evidence, may very well decide that the 
squatters own these buildings, which 
may very well require the city -to turn 
over fully-renovated projects to the 
squatters, who are in fact the landlords." 

Beside the ongoing case in Judge 
Wilk's court, Cohen and Bukowski say 
they will continue their lawsuit against 
the city of New York, despite the 
August 13 eviction. Cohen told the 
SHADOW that he plans to sue the city 
for $20 million in damages as compen­
sation for the work done on the build­
ings by the squatters over the past 
decade. Cohen says, "we are going to 
amend our complaint and allege a viola­
tion of the squatters' civil rights, charg­
ing the city with perjury, conspiracy to 
deny squatters their rights, and seeking 
additional damages as well...that the 
squatters need to be repaid for the 
effort put into their buildings for years 
with the city's knowledge, approvable 
and at their behest. We're prepared to 
proceed to trial this spring." 

Meanwhile, squatters and their sup­
porters are planning to continue street 
demonstrations and protests in and 
around Tompkins Square Park. Updates 
on times and places are being broadcast 
regularly on Steal This Radio, the 
Lower East Side's pirate radio station, 
at 88.7 FM. 
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SEVENTEEN QUESTIONS WITH 
CAPT. KENNETH "KILLER" KELLEHER 

By Chris Flash 

(On August 17, as dozens of people gathered at the corner of 6th Street and 
Avenue A In a vigil for Merlin, a well-known homeless squatter who had died the 
day before, ninth precinct Captain Kelleher stopped by. Earlier that morning, cops 
had beaten and arrested activist squatter Jerry The Peddler on Merlin's corner for 
objecting to cops' demands that candles lit for the vigil be removed. [See stories 
elsewhere In this Issue]) 

SHADOW: Why was Jerry The Peddler arrested? 
KKK: He was disorderly. 

SHADOW: How so? 
KKK: That's my answer. 

SHADOW: What's the name of the sergeant who banged Jerry's head three times 
Into the side of a cop car, causing him to get three stitches? 
KKK: He fell Into the front door of the statlonhouse-he was highly Intoxicated. 

SHADOW: Is that how he got a black eye too? 
KKK: He was treated like a prisoner. We follow the rules. 

SHADOW: Why did a cop choke Eric Crooker while two other cops held his hands 
behind his back during the August 14 march through Tompkins Square Park? 
[See front cover of this Issue and story on Page 1-Ed.J 
KKK: Nobody choked him. 

SHADOW: I have a photograph right here. 
KKK: [Before we could take the photo out) I think what happened was that the 

officer's hand slipped up his (Drooker's) shirt. 

SHADOW: And ended up on his (Orooker's) neck, choking him and making him 
gag for air, like this? [Demonstr11t1on acted out] 
KKK: The use of force was appropriate. 

SHADOW: Why were the August 14 marchers through Tompkins Square Park 
surrounded and Jumped at random by cops? 
KKK: They were parading without a permit. 

SHADOW: How did you determine they were parading? 
KKK: Someone had a banner .... 

SHADOW: Were they all carrying banners, or could It be that many of them were 
simply walking through the park at the same time, Including bystanders and 
people who had nothing to do with a demonstration? 
KKK: It was a violation of park regulations. 

SHADOW: If they were violating park regulations, then why did you put everyone 
through the system for 48 hours instead of slmply issuing tickets as would 
normally be done? 
KKK: Because they committed unclassified misdemeanors. 

SHADOW: Why were many of those arrested roughed up by the cops? 
KKK: We used an equal amount of force against the demonstrators that was used 

against us. 

SHADOW: Are you saying that Eric Oro 
was choked by the cop? 
KKK: [No answer) 

· SHADOW: Do you have any comment 
on the pending lawsuit by the New York '' 
Civil Liberties Union over what 
happened on August 14? 
KKK: Let them. 

SHADOW: Why did the cops enforce a 
park regulation against more than 20 
people being assembled In the park 
Instead of the park police? 

KKK: People approached me and asked : 
me to do something about the demon- , 
strators. I thought It was escalating. I fl<f 

wanted to stop It. 

SHADOW: There are more than 20 
people her~ right now. Why aren't you 
making arrests? 
KKK: If I answer your question, wlll you 
leave me alone? 

SHADOW: At least for tonight. 

KKK: Because this Is not a par~~---· . 

KILLER KELLEHER FINDS SOLACE 
IN THE BOTTLE 
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TOMPKINS SQUARE RIOT 
REUNION CONCERT 

By Chris Flash 

Hundreds gathered at the site of the former bandshell In Tompkins Square 
Park to enjoy a concert celebrating the eighth anniversary of the Tompkins 
Square Riot of August 6-7, 1988. 

The 1988 riot, resulting from community resistance to Increasing police 
violence in attempting to enforce an arbitrary midnight curfew in the park, ~me a 
week after a smaller skirmish with riot cops In the same park. The cops were 
forced to retreat when they were outnumbered by parkgoers and neighborhood 
activists who refused to adhere to the curfew. 

In the days that followed, the community witnessed an unprecedented build-up 
of police manpower, equipment and show of force In and around the park. This 
Included cops practicing formations and deployments on foot and horseback 
along with the placement of a command post trailer Inside the park. It was 
expected that riot cops would return that weekend to get even, so no one was 
surprised when hundreds of them converged on Tompkins Square, beating nearly 
everyone and everything that moved, whether or not they were demonstrating 
against the cops. In their bloodlust, cops Injured scores of people, many of whom 
lat.er sued the city. More Importantly, It was the first time In decades that the 
community united to fight a common enemy. In the end, the riot cops were again 
forced to retreat after a stand off along Avenue A. 

Every year since 1988, the Tompkins Square Riot anniversary has been 
observed by riot veterans with a gala celebration In the park. Several of the 
anniversary celebrations over the years resulted In new smaller riots, caused by 
riot cops looking for another fight. In all cases, cops got more than they 
bargained for. In recent years, the anniversary concerts In the park have been 
without Incident. 

This year, the Parks Department denied a permit for August 6, claiming that 
another event had already been scheduled for that date. The only other date 
offered was August 9. When the SHADOW Investigated, we found that there was 
no other event In or around Tompkins Square Park on August 611 

Due to lntermltent rainfall, the sound equipment set-up was delayed, 
shortening the length of the sound permit. The turnout was lower than usual, but 
about 200 people gathered to enjoy the show, share memories and discuss 
current events In the neighborhood. Heal, the new band headed by Stefan, 
formerly of the False Prophets, was followed by the hard-core salsa of 
Rlcanstructlon, then ICU and Bay of Pigs. 

In keeping with tradition, cops were seen on surrounding rooftops and a few 
plainclothes cops were scattered around the park, but nothing happened. 

Perhaps the cops have finally learned the equation that the SHADOW has been 
repeating since the 1988 riot: NO PIGS= NO RIOT!! 
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COPS BEAT WRITER 
FOR SPEAKING UP!! 

By Chris Flash 

Writer and Red Tape magazine pub­
lisher Michael Carter was beaten by two 
pigs stationed in Tompkins Square Park 
and jailed after saying "I remember 
when the park was open 24 hours a day 
and the police didn't hassle you," as he 
exited the park on June 13. Carter 
made the comment aloud when he wit­
nes.sed the two cops harassing a man in 
the park. 

According to a SHADOW witness, 
when Carter left the park, one of the 
cops was heard to say "Let's get that 
motherfucker." After stalking Carter for 
several blocks, the two cops, P.O. Van 
Aker and P.O. Guy Collabro, both of 
the ninth precinct, threw him up against 
the wall of the Boy's Club on Avenue 

A. Collabro hit Carter with a black jack 
once in the head after Van Aker got 
two blows in with a billy club on Car­
ter's chest and arm. 1he cops called for 
reinforcements, claiming that they were 
in danger and Carter was taken away. 

Approximately 36 hours later, Carter 
was released, charged with "Disorderly 
Conduct" and "Resisting Arrest," and 
given a date to appear in court. Carter 
checked into a hospital where he re­
ceived a CAT scan to check for internal 
injuries. 

A few days Jater, neighborhood pap­
parazzo John Penley was walking 
through the park with activist attorney 

, Stanley Cohen on the way back from fil­
ing a CCRB complaint against Van 
Aker and Collabro in the beating of 
Michael Carter. When Penley loudly re­
peated Carter's words within earshot of 
cops in the park, he was quickly sur­
rounded by the cops, one of whom in­
cluded "Blackjack" Collabro. When 
Cohen objected to the cops' behavior 
over Penley's protected free speech, 
Collabro threatened to arrest both 
Cohen and Penley. In the end, all the 
cops backed off. 

On June 22, a Speak-Out and de­
monstration was held at the Seventh 
Street and Avenue A corner entrance to 
the park. Several speakers related inci­
dents of harassment, abuse of power 
and violence by cops against people in 
and around Tompkins Square Park. 
These included a woman stripped and 
beaten by cops after she objected to a 
cop bothering a homeless man in the 
park; a man who said he was arrested 
in the park merely for saying that he 

wished he could smoke pot whenever he 
wanted to; and cops taking their scoot­
ers on wild joy rides throughout, the 

park. Carter himself spoke, comparing 

himself to poet Ezra Pound, "who was 
also arrested for speaking his mind." 
Dark ugly bruises on Carter's chest and 
arm were clearly visible. 

To top off the Speak-Out's tradition 
of free speech, everyone began chanting 
"I remember when the park was free," 
daring nearby cops to arrest them for 
saying so. The cops looked on with 
blank expressions on their faces, but 
wisely did not attempt to make arrests. 

Ptrter's attorney Stanley Cohen says 
that Carter may sue the city over the 
beating and false imprisonment. A 

Huntley conference has now been 
scheduled in which Van Aker and Col­
labro must answer questions about their 
conduct and procedure in this case. So 
far, both cops haved failed to show up 
in court, where Carter has pleaded not 
guilty. 

In the aftermath of the assault 
against him, Carter to1<1 the SHADOW 
that he is now "a lot more leary of walk­
ing past Tompkins Square Park," fearful 
that he might run into Van Aker and 
Collabro again. Carter said that while 
he has strong views, "this was the fi rst 
time I was ever physically assaulted and 
jailed for expressing them." · 
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NYC RENT CONTROLS 
IN FIGHT FOR LIFE!! 

By Steven Wishnia 

New York's 50-year-old system of 

rent controls and tenant protections is 
in danger of extinction. 

The state's rent-regulation laws, a 

patchwork system that includes rent 

control and rent stabilization, covering 
over a million apartments in the city, 

expire on June 15, 1997. To survive, 

they must be renewed by both the 
Assembly and the Republican-con­
trolled State Senate and be signed by 

Governor George Pataki. 

In the past, Pataki and key GOP 
leaders have opposed rent regulations, 
or endorsed the "alternative" of gutting 

the system by allowing "vacancy de­
control"--eliminating regulations on 

apartments once the current tenant 
moves out. In June 1995, a top state 

housing official said Pataki would "wipe 

out" rent regulations, which he com­
pared to "Communist policies from a 
failed society.• He was fired, but a 

spokesperson for the governor backed 

his position. 
If rent regulations die, tenants will 

not only lose protection from massive 

rent increases. They also bar your 
landlord from evicting you without tak­
ing you to court for not paying rent, 
letting death-metal bands rehearse in 

your living room after midnight, and 
the like. Without these protections, you 

could be thrown out for reasons as 
arbitrary as the landlord getting sick of 

your face. 
The law affects both of the city's 

systems of rent regulations. Rent con­
trol, dating back to World War II, 
covers 185,000 apartments, virtually all 
tenants who have been living in the 
same apartment since before July 
1971 . Rent stabilization, established in 
1969 to control rent-gouging in build­
ings built after the war, covers 

1,050,000 apartments, most of the 
city's renters. 

These systems have held down 

rents on many of the city's apartments, 

even during the '80s real-estate boom. 

But they have three major loopholes 
that have opened the way for the mon­
ster rent-inflation of the last 15 to 20 
years. 

The first is vacancy decontrol of 

rent-controlled apartments. Imposed in 

1971 by Governor Nelson Rockefeller, 

it caused an eruption of harassment of 
tenants, as landlords could get double 
or triple the rent if they could drive 
them out. In 1974, the Emergency Ten­

ant Protection Act put the decontrolled 
apartments under rent stabilization. For 
other rent-controlled apartments, it 
allowed the landlord to raise the rent 

to market rate once tha tenant moved 

out, putting them under rent stabiliza­
tion at the new rent. This is the history 

of most Lower East Side apartments. 
The second is the Individual Apart­

ment Improvement Program, also 
known as the "1/40th rule.• It allows 
landlords who renovate apartments to 

raise the rent by 1/40 the cost of the 
job; a $20,000 renovation can bring a 
$500-a-month increase. This rule has 

been the key to gentrification on the 
Lower East Side, where virtually every 

vacated apartment gets renovated. 
The third is that it 's easy for land­

lords to get away with illegal increases. 

If they raise the rent on an apartment 
from $500 to $1,000, how is the new 
tenant going to know it? How many 
tenants know that they can sue to 
challenge the overcharge? Even if they 
do, the State Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal (DHCR) takes 
around five years to process over­

charge complaints. Under Pataki, it 

has changed its procedures to make it 
easier to dismiss them. 

The result, as is blatantly obvious to 

anyone who's looked for an apartment 

in the last decade, is a colossal afford­
able-housing crisis in New York City. It 

is virtually impossible to find even a 
small studio for under $500; two-bed­
rooms go for well over $1 ,000 in Man­
hattan and $800 in the outer bor­

oughs. 
But landlords aren't satisfied. The 

well -financed self-intere,,t of the real­
estate industry and the free-market fa­

naticism of right-wing ideologues have 

fueled a propaganda campaign pro­

moting several myths about rent regu­
lations. Some of these myths are 

attempts to convince tenants that they 
might be better off without rent con­
trols. Others are half-truths intended to 
hide that the city's biggest landlords 

would get a monster windfall if there 

were no limits on what they could 
charge. 

Myth #1. Rent regulations cause 

abandonment. In real life, most aban­

doned buildings are in the city's poor­
est neighborhoods, where landlords 

would have trouble collecting signifi­
cant rent increases even if they could 

charge them. Detroit and St. Louis, 

which never had rent controls, have 
suffered massive abandonment; Ber­
keley and Santa Monica, California, 
which limit rents, haven't. 

The one area where this complaint 

is legitimate is that DHCR, the state 
agency that processes landl.ords' hard­
ship complaints--applications to in­
crease rents on the grounds that 
they're not making a minimum profit--is 
notoriously inefficient (almost as bad 

as it is at processing tenants' rent 

overcharge complaints). 
Myth #2. Rent regulations "skew 

rents• and give the rich bargain 

apartments. Real-estate shills portray 
the typical rent-regulated tenant as a 
rich widow paying $386 a month for an 
eight-room apartment on the Upper 
East Side, while a single mother in 

East Harlem is paying $750 to share a 
small one-bedroom with two kids. 
"These bargain rents are not available 

to New Yorkers looking to move," 
writes Joseph Strasburg of the Rent 

Stabilization Association, city landlords' 
leading lobbyist. 

In real life, according to figures from 
the 1993 federal Housing and Vacancy 
Survey, the median income for rent­
stabilized tenants in the city is $19,000 
a year. Of the 212,000 rent-stabilized 

apartments that still rent for less than 
$400, only about 200 are occupied by 
households that make over $100,000 a 

year. In contrast, half the tenants 

paying less than $400 have incomes 

below $10,000 a year, and 80 percent 
make under $25,000. One-third of 

these people--about 70,000 house­
holds--pay more than half their income 
in rent. 

Deregulation wouldn't deliver bar­
gain rents to the "deserving poor." It 

would simply allow landlords to raise 
the rents on apartments that haven't 
slipped through the loopholes. 

Myth #3. If rents were deregula­

ted, free-market competition would 

lower them. This is what Paul Atana­
sio, a Giuliani appointee to the city 

Rent Guidelines Board, claimed in 

1995. He hung up when I asked him 
how this would actually happen. 

Deregulation wouldn't reduce con­
struction costs, and it would probably 

increase the cost of land by encourag­
ing speculation. And if eliminating rent 

controls might reduce rents, why 

would landlords be pushing so hard 
for it? 

Myth #4. Deregulation would help 

small landlords most. Small landlords 

show up at every Rent Guidelines 
Board hearing bearing •we Need $500 

a Month MINIMUM" picket signs. 
(Lower East Side right-winger Krystyna 
Piorkowska is a regular.) Yet 12 per­

cent of the city's landlords own 70 
percent of the rent-regulated apart­
ments--a group of less than 3,000 

owners, with an average of 238 apart­

ments each. Deregulation wouldn't dis­
tinguish between Donald Trump and 

an immigrant widow with one six-unit 

building in the Bronx. Many small land­

lords say that getting breaks on their 
taxes and water bills would hel_p them 
more than being allowed to charge 

higher rents. 

Myth #5. Measure.s like vacancy 
decontrol wouldn't hurt tenants, be­

cause they wouldn't affect people 

who stay in their apartments. And a 
law manclating the slaughter of all 
children born after July 1, 1997 
wouldn't affect kids already conceived. 

Aside from, being a titanic incentive 

for landlords to harass tenants, mas­
sive vacancy increases would bar all 
but the richest tenants from moving. 
What about couples who break up or 

couples who get together? What about 
people who have kids or whose kids 

move out? 
This propaganda campaign has 

been abetted by the city's newspa­
pers, which have all backed deregula­
tion in various forms. (The News is 

owned by developer Mort Zuckerman, 

the Times has strong ties to the 
real-estate industry, and the Post is 
ideologically right-wing.) It is also 
helped by the real-estate industry's 
contributions to key politicians. Much 
of,the $4.6 million th~t Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani had raised for his re-election 

campaign as of February came from 
real-estate bigwigs. Donald Trump 
gave $7,000. Leaders of the Rent Sta­

bilization Association chipped in 

$7,700, the maximum city campaign­
finance law allows single donors to 
give,. as did real-estate magnate Jack 

Rudin and (3rand Central Partnership 

chair P~ter Malkin. The RSA was also 
the biggest single contributor to Lower 
East Side City Councilman Antonio 

Pagan's campaigns in 1991 and 1993. 

The Mayor, however, is taking a . 
cagier course. In May 1995, the Rent 
Guidelines Board set off a storm of 
protest by proposing massive vacancy 

increases. Rudy took the hint, declared 
his support for rent controls, and 

reined the board in at the last minute. 
But in general, he seems to be trying 
to push through the largest increases 
he can give landlords without sustain­
ing political damage. He's packed the 

RGB with landlord supporters, and the 

increases it approved June 24--the 
biggest ones allowed for stabilized 
apartments since 1989, letting land­
lords raise rents up to 16 percent on 
vacant apartments--came directly from 
City Hall. (Over 200 angry tenants 

surged into the aisles after the board's 
vote, chanting "Rudy Must Go!" and 
disrupting the meeting for half an 
hour.) 

With the State Senate dominated by 

upstate and suburban Republicans 

and Pataki unfriendly to rent controls, 
tenants may be facing a grim future. 
(Giuliani, who has to face city voters 
five months after the laws expire, is 
much more vulnerable to pressure.) In 
the past, Senate Republicans have 
held the rent laws hostage to extract 

concessions on weakening them (like 
the 1993 deregulation of high-rent 
apartments) and other issues. 

But there are some encouraging 
signs. In April, landlords in the Nassau 

County city of Long Beach--who had 
been warehousing apartments in an · 

attempt to void the city's rent controls 
by increasing the percentage of vacan­

cies--tried to push vacancy decontrol 
through the City Council. Hundreds of 
angry tenants protested, and the 

Council tabled the measure "for eter­

nity." In May, more than 2,000 tenants 
traveled to Albany to warn legislators 
not to weaken the rent laws. 

(Two tenant organizations worth 
checking out are Metropolitan Council 

on Housing: 102 Fulton Street, New 

York, NY 10038, and New York State 

Tenants & Neighbors Coalition: 505 
Eighth Ave., 18th Floor, New York, NY 
10018-6505. Both charge $20 a year 

($10 for /ow-income people) to join. 

Met Council runs a tenant-advice 
hotline from 1:30pm to 5pm on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays: 
Call (212) 693-0550.) 

EIDOS 
EVERYONE IS DOING 

OUTRAGEOUS SEX! 
• America's foremost • sexual freedom-erotic 
entertainment militant alternative grassroots 
sex news'zine for freethinking consenting• sex 
anarchist• adults of all eroto-sexual 
orientations, preferences, lifestyles. Pro­
Human, Constitutional, Civil-Rights! 
Advocates "evolutionary I revolutionary• 
political I cultural sex refcnn. "Same of th£ 
best ads of any magazine.· Current issue: 

$15.00 U.S.; 4 lssues: $55.00 U.S. 

EIDOS 
P.O. Box 96 

Boston, MA 02137-0096 

(617)262-0096 
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SAN FRANCISCO CANNABIS 
BUYERS CLUB BUSTED!!! 

By Bill Weinberg 

San Francisco's ground-breaking Cannabis Buyers Club (CBC), which for nearly two 
years has been supplying medicinal marijuana to AIDS patients, was busted by 100 agents 
of the California Bureau of Narcotics Enforcement on August 4. The agents burst in at 
8:00am dressed in full body armor, menaced club personnel with laser-scope sub-machine 
guns, and sledge-hammered down doors, despite the pleas of the CBC workers who 
offered to unlock them. 

In simultaneous raids, five houses in San Francisco, Oakland and San Mateo were also 
hit by state agents. CBC director Beth Moore was handcuffed, held at gunpoint and 
interrogated for over two hours as ten agents ransacked her home in San Francisco's 
West Portal district. The Castro district home of CBC founder Dennis Peron was also hit. 
Peron was vacationing in Vancouver at the time, but the state agents also searched the 
home of his downstairs neighbors, who have no connection to the CBC. 

In all, ten computers were confiscated from people involved with the CBC. Personal 
medical records, marijuana, scales and $60,000 in cash was also seized from CBC 

premises. 
The raids were masterminded by California Attorney General Dan Lungren, who 

obtained a temporary restraining order against the CBC from State Superior Court Judge 
William Cahill. CBC attorney Tony Serra is filing a motion with Judge Cahill to get the 
restraining order overturned. 

San Francisco's voters overwhelmingly approved 1991's Proposition P, which 
established a policy of tolerance for medical marijuana use. As a result, Lungren ·and 
Governor Pete Wilson were unable to secure cooperation from either municipal or ­
federal law enforcement in the. raid. 

Newly-elected flaming liberal Mayor Willie Brown called the raid "Gestapo tactics" and 
accused Lungren of "political grandstanding at the expense of the health and welfare of 
the people of San Francisco." 

During his long tenure in the California state legislature, Brown voted for three 
medical marijuana bills written by CBC founder Dennis Peron and his allies which would 
have replicated San Francisco's tolerance policy statewide--all of which were vetoed by 
Republican Governor Wilson. 

. Peron is now taking the issue directly to California's voters with Proposition 215, which 
will appear on the ballot statewide in November. With financing from zillionaire 
libertarian investor-philanthropist George Soros and Laurance D. Rockefeller, the 215 
campaign has garnered significant support across the state. The effort is being fought by 

Citiz~ns for a Drug-Free California-No on 215, recently founded by Orange County 
Sheriff Brad Gates, former governor George Deukmejian--and Lungren and Wilson. 

Ci~ize~s for a Dr~g-Free California-No on 215 has already been censured by the courts 
f?r usmg maccurate mformation by claiming the American Cancer Society opposes 215 
(m fact, they have no position). 

Lung~en claims undercover agents at the CBC had been able to buy marijuana without 
the required medical documentation that they need it to combat ailments associated with 
AIDS, cancer, glaucoma or arthritis. CBC personnel counter that the narcs had pleaded 
and even resorted to tears to sway them. In any case, Lungren claims that the club is 
illegal even if it did only supply marijuana to medically needy. Critics call the 
Lungren/Wilson raid on the CBC a politically-motivated move to undercut the Proposition 
215 campaign, whose state headquarters is also housed at the club. 

"-~ 'f~W DP.U66f pour 
HlPPl~f rHINk 'IOU CAN 
0E:i AWAY W 1TH .A1t!R.P€.R._t 
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San Francisco ~upervisor Tom Ammiano has called for the City Department of Health 
to declare a state of emergency to protect medical marijuana users, similar to the one 
already in place to protect needle exchange in the city. The resolution is currently 
pending before the Board of Supervisors Government Efficiency & Labor Committee. A 
hearing is scheduled as The SHADOW goes to press. If the Board of Supervisors 
approves the . resolu~io~, the state of -emergency--superseding state law within the county 
of San Franc1sco--w11l likely be declared by Health Department chief Dr. Sandra 
Hernandez, an out-of-the-closet lesbian. 

If San Francisco declares a state of emergency to protect medical marijuana, an 
unprecedented showdown between the city and state government could be in the offing. 
The Cannabis Buyers Club had recently moved from a building in the Castro district-­
heart of the city's large and militant gay community--to an elegant five-story building on 
Market Street in downtown San Francisco, a ~tone's throw from City Hall. Up to 1,000 
have taken to the streets of San Francisco to support the CBC since the raid. 

Lungren's office say~ arrests are pending an investigation. But Dennis Peron tells The 
SHADOW that he does· not believe any Jury in the Bay Area will convict him. 
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INSIDE THE CANNABIS BUYERS CLUB 
By A. Kronstadt 

In the first week of July, 1996, Shadow 
reporters visited the Cannabis Buyer's 
Club In San Francisco and wrote the 
following report which was originally 
accompanied with a glowing report of 
. the changes In San Francisco life with 
the ousting of Giuliani-like fascist Mayor 
· Frank Jordan and his replacement with 
the flamboyant WI/lie Brown, SF's first 
black mayor. The August 4 bust and 

. padlocking of the CBC showed the 
limitations of the revolution In SF 
politics; though not the one who 
ordered the bust, Brown was powerless 
to stop It. The new mayor Is enormously 
popular among the enlightened citizens 
of SF and was received with massive 
cheers at the Gay Pride Parade, where 
he rode up Market Street (past the 

1 Cann_abls Buyers' Club) atop his own 
personal trolley car, resplendant In a 
Hawaiian shirt and Panama hat. One 
lesbian activist from the Mission District 
who Is no sucker for liberal pols 
explained It this way-•Brown Is a 
sleaze, but at least he leaves us alone.• 
The fact remains that we In New York 
have a mayor who Is ordering cops to 
bust citizens walking out of their local 
pot shops; In SF they have a 
referendum on the ballot to legalize the 
weed. Maybe It's about time that we, 
too, reclaimed our progressive tradition. 

July 9, 1996 
In 1991, the Cannabis Buyer's Club 
opened as a massive semi-legal, semi­
underground pharmacy selllng 
marijuana by prescription and providing 
a social atmosphere where the pot 

could be smoked safely and pleasantly. 
The Cannabis Buyer's club Is 
composed of a ground floor with a 
cafeteria and meeting hall with two 
upstairs lofts. Each of these lofts Is 
provided with comfortable couches, 
table, ash trays, a pot bar, and a health 
food bar-one floor Is for tobacco 
smokers; cigarettes are prohibited on 
the other. At the pot bars, a variety of 
weed Is sold at near-wholesale prices. 
Quallty ranges from the acclaimed "Cal 
Green• to more modest California and 
Mexican herbs. For those whose 
physicians do not recommend smoking, 
brownies, tinctures, and capsules of 
THC-laced olive oll are available. The 
bags of cannabis are marked with a 
prescription label, (one hopes) obllglng 
the police to refrain from confiscating It. 
This Is not government pot, It comes 
from the same underground where 
everyone else's pot comes from In 
California, but It Is reliable, free of 
chemicals, and can be bought and 
smoked with little fear of arrest. Most of 

the pot prescriptions are given for the 
side-effects of cancer and AIDS 
chemotherapy; sufferers claim relief 
from loss of appetite and nausea. 
Others have prescriptions for arthritis 
(where It Is applied In the form of 
compresses), glaucoma, and migraine 
headaches. Literature Is provided to 
buyers detailing the possible side 
effects of the medicinal marijuana, In 
which the top two listed are 
•uneasiness and hunger.• Alcohol ls not 
permitted on the premises. 
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SHADOW PLAY IN 
SOUTHERN MEXICO 

Federal "Anti-Marijuana" Operations 
Target Zapatista Territory 

Eyewitness Report By Bill Weinberg 

Ever since the Maya Indian rebels of 
the Zapatista National Liberation Army 
(EZLN) launched their uprising on Jan­

uary 1, 1994, the day that NAFfA 

(North American Free Trade Agree­
ment) took effect, the Mexican govern­

ment has been pursuing a good-cop/ 

bad-cop strategy--conciliatory gestures 
followed by military repression. 

In this game of brinkmanship, 
hardliners within the government seek 
to provoke a return to the total warfare 

which ensued for ten days after the 
revolt was launched--and cru11h the 
Zapatistas once and for all. The Zapa­
tistas, in turn, are attempting to gain 
time to spread their movement beyond 
the poor southern state of Chiapas to 

the rest of Mexico, and build a unified 
national resistance to the corrupt, en­

trenched rule of the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI). 

In May of this year, Chiapas was 

once more at the brink of war, as the 
on-again/off-again peace talks between 
the government and the Zapatistas 

broke down and federal army troops 
and tanks poured into rebel territory. 
This time, with government military 
aggression against the Zapatistas 
officially barred by the federal law 

which set conditions for the peace 
dialogue, the army had to come up with 
a subterfuge. This was readily provided 

by the proximity of marijuana planta­
tions to the Zapatista strongholds in the 
Maya Highlands of Chiapas. 

Simu\taneous\y, the US Defense Sec­
retary, Attorney General, Drug Czar 
and DEA chief were in Mexico City 
making unprecedented arrangement for 
US-Mexico military cooperation in the 
name of the War on Drugs. 

With both revolutionary movements 

and narco-mafias fast gaining ground in 
Mexico's impoverished south, the sha­

dow play is an obvious one. But the 
booming drug trade is almost entirely 
under the control of functionaries of the 
PRI's one-party state--now riven with 
violent intrigues and narco-vendettas at 

the very top levels of power. The re­

laxed regulatory atmosphere of NAFTA 

has meant a boom trade in coke and 
smack, with Mexico becoming the top 
artery for Colombia's Cali cartel. 

Hence the special irony of the anti­
marijuana militarization of the Chiapas 
Highlands. First of all, mota--as mari­

juana is known in Mexico--isn't even a 

close third to coke and smack as an illi­
cit export, either in terms of quantity or 
revenue. Secondly, the mota grown in 
southern Mexico is almost entirely for 
internal consumption, not export to the 
gringos. Finally, the mota cultivation is 
under the control of the local PRlista 

bosses known as caciques who run the 

villages of southern Mexico as petty 
authoritarian fiefdoms--and are the 
Zapatistas"i' o1tter enemies. 

, The southern mota belt follows the 

Sierra Madre del Sur from Chiapas 

tprough Oaxaca and Guerrero to 
¥ichoacan. This southern mota is con­
~umed locally, or smuggled by the truck­
load to Mexico City and other urban 
markets within Mexico. At $150 a 
pound, this mota is cheap and ubiqui­

tous in Mexico. 
A northern mota belt follows the 

Sierra Madre Occidental through Jalis­
co, Zacatecas, Durango, Chihuahua and 
Sonora to the Arizona border. It is this 

northern mota-which is more firmly 

under the control of the big-business 

drug mafias. This mota is grown for ex­

port to the more lucrative market of the 
United States--and is increasingly being 
squeezed out by opium crops for the 
heroin trade. 

But it is in the southern mountains 
of Chiapas, Oaxaca and Guerrero that 

federal army troops and tanks are being 
sent in to hunt down marijuana fields. 

Not coincidentally, it is in these 

southern strongholds of the Maya, Mix­

tee and Zapotec lndians--left behind by 

the new NAFTA-fueled prosperity--that 

revolutionary movements are organizing 
and arming . . 

RUMORS OF WAR 
Chiapas really has two governments-­

the official PRiista government and the 

underground parallel government made . 
up of the Zapatistas, Indian and campe­

sino (peasant) organizations loyal to 

them, and supporters of the left-opposi­
tion Democratic Revolutionary ~arty 

(PRO). Disputed elections both for 
state governor and local municipal 
governments have left Chiapas divided 
between the ruling PRlista political class 
and the revolutionary opposition wliich 
claims the PRlistas only won through 

fraud. 
Chiapas was at the brink of war 

following the state elections at the end 
of 1994. The EZLN broke off the dia­
logue with the government in protest of 

the fraud, and infiltrated troops out of 
their remote jungle stronghold near the 
Guatemalan border; the Lacandon Sel­
va, into the Maya Highlands, the Indian 

heartland of Chiapas. The revolution­
aries announced their presence in the 
Highlands with roaclblocks--and then 
disappeared into the civilian population 
as the government sent troops to con­
front them. 

The situation de-escalated when the 

government agreed to the EZLN's de­
mand to return to the dialogue table-­

the recognition of the National Interme­
diation Commission (CONAI), con­
vened by the local Bishop Samuel Ruiz -

of the Diocese of San Cristobal de Las 
Casas, a longtime champion of the Indi­
ans, as the broker of the dialogue. 

Since then, throughout the High­
lands, Zapatista troops have been hid­
den in the outlying ejidos--communal 
Indian agricultural lands. Many ejidos 

have declared independence from the 
central villages which remain under PRI 
control. These communities "in rebel­
lion" have proclaimed their own "auto­
nomous zones," loyal to the Zapatista 

parallel government. The EZLN's Gen­

eral Command, the Indigenous Revolu­
tionary Clandestine Committee (CCRI), 

has formed a special arm to coordinate 
Zapatista troops in the Highlands. 

Chiapas returned to the brink of war 
in February of 1995, when the federal 
army sent thousands of troops into the 

Lacandon Selva to arrest the Zapatistas' 

leaders, including the mysterious and 
charismatic Subcommander Marcos. 

Rather than confront the superior force, 
the Zapatistas fled deeper into the 

jungle, where the federal columns with 
their heavy equipment could not follow. 
The inhabitants of the Zapatista villages 
fled with them, fearing reprisals. 

The situation de-escalated again 
when the government agreed to call off 

the manhunt and drop the arrest war­

rants if the EZLN would return to the 
negotiating table. The federal law was 

passed barring government attacks on 

the Zapatistas or arrests of their leaders 

as long as the peace process was in 
effect. The Highland village of San 
Andres Larrainzer, an hour north of 
San Cristobal and a stronghold of Zapa­
tista sympathizers, was established as 
the place for the peace talks. 

The Zapatistas had lost much terri­

tory in the February offensive. Worse 
still, the villagers who had fled before 
the advancing troops were unable to 
plant their meagre mi/pas, or cornfields. 
As a result, there is little maize (Indian 

corn) or frijoles (beans) this year. Hun­
ger and malnutrition are at crisis pro­

portions in the Lacandon Selva. 

The Zapatistas have been able to re­
establish a presence in some of their 
Selva villages--but now there are no 
lopger clear lines between rebel terri­
tory and government-held territory in 
either the Selva or the Highlands. In­
stead, government troops and Zapatista 
troops have camps often in neighboring 
villages--but are barred from attacking 

each other by the Law of the Dialogue. 
In military-occupied campesino com­

munities, CONPAZ, a network of non­

governmental organizations working for 

peace _in Chiapas, reports growing pros­
titution, alcoholism, military vehicles 
invading ejidal lands, troops trading in 

wild animals (mostly birds and mon­
keys) and interrogating the local popu­
lation about presence of foreigners and 

Zapatistas. 

Exploiting the political elbow room 
created by the peace process, the rebels' 
new civilian arm, the Zapatista National 

µberation F.ront (FZLN), is openly or­

ganizing in San Cristobal and other 
Highland towns. 

Despite· the Law of Dialogue, vio­
lence continues to escalate in Chiapas. 

In March 1996, eight people were killed 
in evictions of pro-Zapatista campesinos 

who were squatting the lands of local 
wealthy ranchers. Near the village of 
Nicolas Ruiz, state police marched onto 

a disputed site, fired tear gas on the 
occupying campesinos, and then set the 
grass on fire to drive · them off. Three 

farmers and two police officers were 

killed during the seven-hour gun battle 
which ensued. 
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With federal •troops restrained oy'·tlie'" • fl 

Law of Dialogue, the "White Guard" 
goon squads of the cattle ranchers and 
PRiista paramilitary groups have been 
taking the law into their own hands. 
The jefe of one such paramilitary outfit 
known as the Chinchulines was killed on 
May 5 in retaliation for a violent attack 

on local PRD supporters in the village 
of Bachajon the previous day. Chinchu­

lines, in counter-retaliation, then burnt 
some ten houses and a Jesuit convent, 

resulting in at least ten more deaths on 
both sides. 

Just then, the situation was once 
again deteriorating towards open war. 
On May 2, two local Zapatista suppor­
ters who had been arrested during the 
February 1995 offensive and held ever 
since at the harsh Cerro Hueco prison 
in Tuxtla, the state capital, were found 

guilty of "terrorism" by a federal court. 
Javier Elorriaga, a local video-journalist 
who had served as a go-between in the 
government-EZLN talks, was sentenced 

to 13 years. Sebastian Entzin, a Tzotzil 
Maya man, was sentenced to six. 

May 7, a group of FZLN supporters, 
headed by Amado Avendano, the "rebel 
governor" of Chiapas, seized a San Cris­
tobal radio station for 30 minutes to 
broadcast a statement demanding the 
release of Elorriaga and Entzin. "The 
real terrorists are in the government," 

they said. 

The Zapatistas' CCRI issued a 

communique announcing that they con­

sidered the sentences to be a violation 
of the Law of Dialogue. The talks were 
broken off yet again. 

Simultaneously, the government 
announced that it was sending federal 
troops into both the Highlands and the 
Selva to hunt down mota plantations. 

With the army closing in on their posi­
tions, the EZLN declared a "red alert" 

See SHADOW PLAY On Page 20 
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TERROR BILL SHUTS DOOR ON DEATH ROW APPEALS; 
TURNS AMERICA'S BACK ON ASYLUM SEEKERS; 

OPENS DOOR FOR .FASCISM 
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As the trial of the two defendants 
charged with the bombing of the Federal 

Building in Oklahoma City draws near, the 

response by the Justice Department, 

Congress, and recently the Supreme Court 
is being seen by immigration lawyers, death­

row prisoner advocates and civil liberties 

proponents as a disastrous blow to the 

United States Constitution. At the center of 
the controversy is the Anti-Terrorism and 

Effective Death Penalty Act signed into law 

by President Bill Clinton on April 24th, 

1996, a date chosen to mark the first 
anniversary of the Oklahoma bombing. The 

actual bombing date was April, 19th; 

Clinton had to postpone the signing to 

attend an anti-terrorism conference in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, where he met with 

Middle East leaders to plan a response to 

growing popular unrest in the region. 

The Act will allow the use of secret 
evidence in deportation hearings; non­

citizens who are accused of terrorism won't 

be allowed to face their accusers. Judges 

will be allowed to make decisions based on 
evidence that the person facing deportation 

will not be able to see, except in summary. 

The Act also sets up special "Alien 

Terrorist Removal Courts" run by five 
federal judges hand-picked by the Chief 

Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Although Clinton had introduced the 

first draft of the Act with the intent of 
focusing on supporters of liberation 

movements fighting governments friendly to 
the United States, the Act soon outgrew 

those boundaries to take on a slew of issues 

with no tie at all to terrorism. The history 

of the Act is tortured and full of political 

intrigue and the final results reflect both a 

unity of purpose among blocs in Congress 

normally at odds as well as some fault lines 

among ruling groups in the United States. 

But whatever the history of the Act, its 

effects are l!lready being felt in dozens of 

cases--from requests for political asylum to 

appeals by death-row prisoners fighting to 

prove their innocence. 

A past president of the American Arab 

Anti-Discrimination Committee is Abdeen 

Jabara, whose list of clients includes Omar 

Abdel-Rahman, the blind Egyptian cleric 
convicted in New York Federal Court of 

supporting terrorism. Abdeen Jabara says 

the Act is "politically motivated and will be 

selectively enforced," against whatever 
political movement the Executive Branch 

decides is the enemy at any time. According 

to Jabara, the Act has "particularly onerous 

impact on immigrants. and non-immigrants 
of foreign nationality alike who ·are living 

in--or are seeking entry into the United 

By Paul DeRienzo 

States." Immigration law allowed legal 

residents with criminal convictions to 
remain in the United States if they had 

been living here for seven years before the 

Act. Now says Jabara, "the legislation 

makes whole categories of people ineligible 
for this waiver and all of a sudden they can 

be torn away from a country where they 

may have spent almost their entire lives." 

The Act also allows low-level immigration 

officials at more than 300 ports of entry 

into the United States to decide asylum 
claims from immigrants fleeing political 
persecution--hearings that were previously 

held before judges. But now the decision of 

an INS officer cannot be appealed to the 

courts. 

The Act would dramatically affect 
victims of terrorism by their own 

governments who flee to the United States. 

For example, the 19 year old woman from 

· Togo, Fauziya Kasinga, who fled her 

country rather than undergo the practice of 

female genital mutilation may not have won 

the right .to asylum in the United States. 

Columnist Anthony Lewis writes that since 

under the Act anyone who flees their 

. country without proper papers will not be 

considered a legitimate refugee--under this 

:1egal test "Fidel Castro's daughter was not a 
true refugee because she fled Cuba with a 

false passport." Lewis adds that under that 

.definition "the Jews who fled the Nazis 

I. without papers" wouldn't be "true refugees" 

1 either. . 

The Act is already leading immigration 

authorities to arrest hundreds of legal 

residents who have committed minor 

crimes, such as marijuana possession, under 

parts of the Act that eliminate waivers for 

non-citizens who may have committed 

crimes bur who have lived for years in this 
country and have family members here. 

Yet another provision of the Act that 

has little if anything to do with terrorism is 

the portion limiting prisoner access to 

Habeas Corpus appeals. Habeas Corpus is 

an age-old right in Western law meaning 
"produce the body," codified in United 

States law shortly after the civil war to 

prevent former slave owners form unjustly 

imprisoning freed slaves. The Anti­

Terrorism Act contains provisions that will 

open the flood-gates to executions by 
setting up procedural hurdles to limit 

appeals to Federal District Courts by the 
more than 3,000 people on America's death 

rows. Since 1970, almost half of the death 

sentences reviewed by federal courts have 

been reversed and 54 people have been 
released from death row, but it took, on 

average, ten years for death row prisoners 

to obtain justice. Today under the Act very 

few of these appeals would even make into 

a federal court. 

Death penalty proponents in Congress 

and on the Supreme Court have been 

attacking Habeas Corpus petitions and 
crying for limitations to the "Great Writ" as 

a way to speed up executions by breaking 

up what they believe is a logjam of appeals 

from death row prisoners. But an 
unintended side effect may be to actually 

increase appeals, as lawyers bring the Anti­
Terrorism Act itself to court by challenging 
its constitutionality. The United States 
constitution guarantees some form of 

Habeas Corpus by providing that it "shall 

not be suspended, unless when in Cases of 

Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may 

require it." The first case has already come 

before the Supreme Court and arguments 

were heard on May 3rd, prompting four of 

the nine Justices to complain unsuccessfully 

that the court was moving with "unseemly 

haste." 
The legislative counsel for the American 

Civil Liberties Union, Gregory Nojeim, says 

the Act establishes an unreasonably short_ 

time for filing Habeas petitions, limiting 

prisoners to only one federal appeal and 

"virtually strips federal courts of their 

authority to review state court decisions for 

constitutional violations." In June, the 
Supreme Court, in a 6-3 decision, upheld 

one new requirement of the Act that 
requires permission from a Federal appeals 

court before a prisoner can file a Habeas 

Corpus petition with the Federal District 

Court. If that permission isn't granted, the 
prisoner cannot appeal the decision to the 

Supreme Court. 

Chief Justice William Rehnquist gave 

some indication of the Court's decision 

when he wrote in support of a provision of 

the Act requiring the prisoner to show by 

"clear and convincing evidence" that if not 
for a constitutional error in the trial the 

prisoner would have been found not guilty. 

If that standard is eventually upheld by the 

court, many death row prisoners whose 

defense was hampered by biased courts and 
unfair prosecutions, such as death row 

jqurnalist Mumia Abu Jamal, would have 

their legal remedies truncated and could 

face execution. The ACLU's Nojeim says 

that Habeas Corpus reform has no business 

in an Act concerned with terrorism because 

Habeas Corpus is about the "procedures for 
appeal once a person is incarcerated and 

therefore, incapable of engaging in terrorist 
activity." 

How is it that a law dealing with 
terrorism has as its top provision a measure 

dealing with the rights of United States 

citizens facing execution? The Anti­

Terrorism act began as a measure proposed 

by Clinton and members of Congress, 

aimed at supporters and members of 

groups that the Secretary of State would be 

allowed to name as terrorist organizations. 

From the beginning, the law contained 

provisions that allowed the government to 

exclude people from the United States if 

they held membership in one of the 

organizations designated as "terrorist" by 

the government. According to the ACLU, 

this measure would "exclude those who are 

not dangerous, but who have ideas the 

government regards as dangerous." The 

Anti-Terrorism Act resurrects the . 

McCarren-Walter Act, a law dating back to 

Senator Joseph McCarthy's reign when anti­

Communist hysteria gripped the land. It 

allowed the government to bar people from 

the United States based on their political 

associations. It was used throughout the 
1980's to prevent Sandinista officials from 

Nicaragua and Salvadorans fleeing 

repression from entering this country to 

speak directly with the American people. 
McCarren-Walter was repealed only six 

years ago with the fall of the Soviet Union, 

but the law continues in the guise of the 

Anti-Terrorism Act with a new focus: 

international terrorism. 

Another provision prohibits funding of 

organizations designated as terrorist, 

turning banks into enforcers of the Act 
while giving the green light to the FBI to 

investigate United States citizens without 

evidence of a crime being committed. 

Banks that suspect an account has been 

used to transfer funds to a so-called 

"terrorist" organization or an "agent" of such 

an organization would be severely penalized 

unless the bank froze that account. The 

bank is required to act even if it only 

. "believes" the group or individual is an 

· "agent" of a foreign organization deemed 
"terrorist" or else the bank can be fined 
$50,000 or twice the amount in question. 
According to the ACLU, even "funding the 

legal, non-violent, often charitable activity 
of groups designated as "terrorist 

organizations" would be prohibited. 

A Tortured History 

Lawyer Abdeen Jabara says that in its 

early stages, the Counter-Terrorism and 

Effective Death Penalty Act attracted the 

attention of "certain forces in Congress who 
saw this legislation as an opportunity to 
prevent persons convicted in state court 

criminal proceedings, particularly those who 

· had received capital punishment sentences, 

i from over-turning the conviction." After 

, the Oklahoma City bombing occurred, 

Clinton and his supporters in Congress 

introduced other amendments,giving the 

federal government broad new powers to 

investigate, prosecute and punish acts of 

domestic terrorism. One of the areas that 

Clinton addressed in his amendments was 

to allow police to use "roving wiretaps" that, 

instead of tapping one phone, allow the 

tapping of any phone the subject uses. The 

wiretap issue and an amendment allowing 
the introduction of illegally seized evidence 

"set off alarm bells among a number of 

conservative members of congress," says 

Jabara, and gave rise to an unlikely 

coalition of civil libertarians and 

conservative organizations that were 

opposed to the legislation. 

On March 13, 1996 the House of 

Representatives passed an amendment that 

eliminated portions of the Act that 

expanded the wiretap powers of the federal 

government and prohibited fund-raising in 
the US on behalf of "terrorist" 

organizations. After the vote, the point man 

1 for the administration, New York 

Representative Charles Schumer said "I've 
talked to the White House and now they're 

very pessimistic" about the future of the 

Act. The amendment eliminated parts of 

the Act considered most harmful by civil 

libertarians and was supported by 178 

See TERROR BIU On Page 21 
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On May 31, Timothy Leary died at the age of 75. In August 1995, about a week after Leary publicly 

announced that he had ino{Jf!_rable prostate cancer, Paul Krassner taped this conversation with Leary in 
which Leary spoke of having'his head frozen after his death. Later, he decided on cremation. In their 

last conversation, when Leary told Krassner that seven grams of his ashes would be sent into outer 

space, Krassner requested his remaining ashes to mix with high grade pot so that Leary's family and 
friends could pass him around and smoke him. Leary smiled and said, "Okay, just don't bog'art me. • 

_/ -i~'. . .. , 

." f ~ - you could say. Of course, I'd never 

. .,, \ .' ' · . met a pagan in Springfield, Massa-

\
,~ · · chusetts, going to a Catholic 
., . ·-, school. 'Where do these pagans 

-~,. . ~91i14llitili' hang out? I wanna be one.'• 
-!;, • t.u::~~ ~~~'l 'Was there any specific thing 

.. ' that made you turn from Catholi­

"So, Tim, here's a toast to 30 years 

of friendship." 
"And still counting. We've been 

playing mind tennis for 30 years. Isn't 

that great?" 
"The one thing in countless conver­

sations we've had that sticks out in my 
mind is something you once said, that 

no matter what scientists do, they can 
decodify the DNA code, layer by layer, 
but underneath it all, there's still that 
mystery. And I've enjoyed playing with 

the mystery. Are you any closer to 

understanding the mystery, or further 

from it?" 
"Well, Paul, I watch words now. It's 

an obsession. I learned it from Mar -
shall McLuhan, of course. A terrible 
vice. Had it for years, but not actually 
telling people about it. I watch the 
words that people use. The medium is 
the message, you recall. The brain 
creates the reality she wants. When we 
see the prisms of the words that come 
through, we can understand. Do I un­

derstand the mystery?" 
"I guess the ultimate mystery is 

unconceivable by definition. But have 

you come any closer to understanding 
it?" 

"Understand? Stand under! I'm 
overstood. I'm understood." 

"The older I get, the deeper the 
mystery is." 

"The faster. " 

"Let's get to a specific mystery. The 
mystery of you. Because everybody 

sees you through their own percep­
tions. How do you think you have 

been most understood?" 

"Well, Paul, everyone gets the 

Timothy Leary they deserve. Everyone 
has their point of view. And everyone's 
point of view is absolutely valid for 
them. To track me, you have to keep 

moving the camera, or you'll have just 
one tunnel point of view. Sermonizing 

there. Don't impale yourself on one 

point of view." 

'Some people know you only 
through that 60s slogan, 'Turn on, tune 
in, drop out.' I think a lot of people 
don't really understand what you 

meant by dropping out. " 
''Everybody understood. Just look 

at the source." 
''All right, here's words. Fifteen 

years ago at a futurist conference you 
called yourself a Nao-Technological 

Pagan. What did you mean by that? " 
'Nao has all the connotations of the 

futurist stuff that's coming along. Tech­
nological denotes using machines, 
using electricity or light to create 

reality. There are two kinds of techno­
logy. The machine--diesel, oil, metal, 
industrial technology. And then the 

Neo-Technology, which uses light. 
Electricity. Photons. Electrons. Pagan 
is great. I love the word. Pagan is basi­
cally humanist. I grew up in a Catholic 

zone, and pagan was the worst thing 

cism?• 

"Yeah, Paul, there was a period, I 

know exactly what it was, I was 15 or 
16, I was being sexually molested in 
my high school and actually totally 

sedu~ed by a wonderful sexy girl, 

much more experienced than I. And, 

whew! She opened it up! The great 
mystery of sex. Wow! At that time I 
was going routinely to confession on 

Saturday afternoon. But I had a date 
with Rosemary that night. Sitting there 
in the dark church. Then you go in 
and say, 'Bless me, father, for I have 
sinned.' Absolutely, totally hypocritical! 

They want you to confess and repent 
while I have every intention in the 

world of being seduced by this girl 

tonight." 

"The glands overshadowed the -phil­

osophy." 
"The glands? Shit, Paul, that state­

ment is very mechanical. " 
'1'm a Recovering Romantic." 
''Because you used the word 

gland? Glands are-very interesting. 
People don't talk about glands very 

much." 
"Talk about machines then. What's 

the relationship you see between acid 
and technology? " 

Well, LSD is one of the many drugs 
which are based on neuroactive 
plants. Peyote and grain on rye. Those 

crazed experiences which happened in 
the Middle Ages, what did they call 
them? The madness of crowds, simply 

because of some plant they had 
chewed. The point is that the human 

brain is equipped with these receptor 
sites for various kinds of vegetables 

that alter consciousness. So our brains 
evolving over 50 million years have 
these receptor sites. The reason why 
certain people like to take these drugs 
is because these receptor sites acti­
vate pleasure centers. Now this was 
not a mistake. The DNA didn't fuck up. 
The devil didn't do it. There was obvi­

ously some reason for those receptor 
sites that would get you off on peyote, 

psilocybin. And there are dozens of 
compelling receptor sites and drugs 
we don't even know about. " 

'1n the changing counterculture, 
then, do you see a continuity from 
psychoactive drugs to cyberspace? " 

'Of course. It's a fact. Every 
generation developed a new counter­

culture. In the Roaring 20s, jazz, liquor. 
In the 60s, the hippies with psyche­

delics." 
"The counterculture now, it's not 

either/or, it's not necessarily drugs or 
computers. I'm sure some do them si­

multaneously. But how do you think 

that .the drug experience has changed 

the computer experience?" 
'1 did not imply that you can't do 

both. The brain is equipped to be al­
tered by these receptor sites. So we 

can see these receptor sites over -
whelm the mind. The word-processing 

system. Then suddenly you can take 

psychedelic plants that put you in 
different places. I'm being too techni­
cal. But there's an analogy between 

receptor sites for marijuana and. for 

LSD or opium, which activate the brain 

and the way we can boot up different 
areas of our computers. Back in the 

1960s we didn't know much about the 

brain. I was saying back in 1968, 'You 
have to go out of your mind to use 
your head.' But head simply is an old­
fashioned way of saying brain. We 
didn't know about brain receptor sites. 
But now, we can use bio-chemicals to 
boot up the kind of altered realities 

you want in your brain. So you smoke 

marijuana because it gets you in a 
mellow mood. Grass is good for the 

appetite. That's operating your brain. 
But now it's specific: 'Use your head 
by operating vour brain.' That's the 
new concept. Use your head! That 's 
hot. Operate your brain because the 
brain designs realities." 

"Do you see a connection between 
the war on drugs and the attempt to 

censor the Internet?" 
"Oh, absolutely, yes, Paul. The cen­

sors want to control. We have to have 
people to impose to keep any society 

going. I don't knock rules, rituals. We 
have to have them. The controllers 
censor anything that gives the power 
to change real ity to the individual. You 

can't have that happen." 
"My theory is that the UFO sightings 

and all the people who claim to h_ave 
been abducted by aliens, that this is 
really just a coverup for secret govern­
ment experiments in mind control. " 

"That's a very popular theory, Paul. 
I get like ten mimeograph letters a day 

about UFOs and the government. Boy, 

the governments are really fucking 

busy, trying to program our minds." 
"And of course those UN soldiers in 

Bosnia can hardly wait to get back in 
their black helicopters so they can 
attack Michigan and Arizona." 

"I'm happy about UFO rumors. I'm 

glad because at least people are do­
ing something on their own. The 60-
year-old farm wife in Dakota thinks 
she's been taken up and serially raped 
by UFO people. Wow! They came all 

the way from another planet a 

thousand light years away to get this 
lovely grandmother and pull her socks 

off and have an orgy with her. Wow!" 
"Or at least an anal probe. To your 

knowledge, is the government still 
doing experiments in mind control? 
We know they used to, with the MK­
Ultra programs and all. Do you know if 

they're still at it? 1. can't imagine they 
would 've stopped?" 

"G. Gordon Liddy would give you 

th~ current CIA line. Liddy says: 'Yes, 

it is true. When we learned that the 
Chinese Communists were using LSD, 

the CIA naturally cornered the whole 
world market from Sandoz LSD. They 
didn't realize that LSD comes in a 

millionth of a gram. The CIA found 
LSD to be unpredictable.' Well, no shit, 

Gordon! Can you name one accurate 
CIA prediction? The fall of the Shah? 
The rise of the Ayatollah?" 

"What did you think of Liddy getting 
that free speech award from the Na­
tional Association of Talk Show Hosts 

after he said that if the ATF comes af­

ter you, they're wearing bulletproof 

vests so you should aim for the head 
or groin?" 

"That's pure Liddy. He's basically a 
romantic comedian.• 

"When you were debating him, if 
you had listened to his advice retro­
actively when he led the raid on Mill­
brook, then later you would 've been 
on stage debating yourself, because 
he would have been shot in the head 
and groin by somebody, if his advice 
had been followed.• 

"He was a government agent enter­
ing our bedroom at midnight. We had 

every right to shoot him. But I've never 

owned a weapon in my life. And I have 

no intention of owning a weapon, al­
though I was a master sharpshooter at 

West Point on both the Garand, the 
Springfield rifle and the machine-gun. I 
was a Howitzer expert. I know how to 
operate these lethal gadgets, but I 
have never had and never will have a 
gun around." 

"But when you escaped from pri­
son, you said, 'Arm yourselves and 
shoot to live. To shoot a genocidal 
robot policeman in the defense of life 

is a sacred act. "' 
"Yeah! I also said 'I'm armed and 

dangerous.' I got that directly from 
Angela Davis. f thought it was just 
funny to say that. " 

"I thought it was the party line from 
the Weather Underground." 

"Well , yeah, I had a lot of 

arguments with Bernardine Doerhn." 
"They had their own rhetoric. She 

even praised Charlie Manson.• 

"The Weather Underground was 
amusing. They were brill iant, brill iant, 
Jewish, Chicago kids. They had class 

and dash and flash and smash. Ber­

nardine was praising Manson for stick­

ing a fork in a victim's stomach. She 
was just being naughty." 

"She was obviously violating a 
taboo. What are the taboos that are 
waiting to be violated today?" 

"There is one taboo, the oldest 
• taboo and the most powerful--l 've 

Continued On Following Page 

Everyone here for essence 
flaw. True, everyone in 
outside world nurses him 
karmic mistake. Everyman life 
center around genetic wound. 
But here shame is public. 
Lust. Anger. Heroin. Gluttony. 
Thievery. Pride. Rape. Greed. 
Murder. Covetousness. Child 
molesting. What's your beef? 
What's him beef? 

"Hey Doc. Why are you here?" 
'Pride, I think. 
,Old grey haired Black 
interrupts, laughing. "He here 

cause he shoot his big mouth 
off too much." 
--Timothy Leary/Jail Notes 



been writing about it and thinking 
about it for 30 years. The concept of 

death is something that people do not 

want to face. The doctors and the 

priests and the politicians have made it 
into something terrible, terrible, terrible. 
You're a victim! If you accept the no­
tion of death, you've signed up to be 
the ultimate victim." 

"Is that why you've announced pub­
licly that you have inoperable· prostate 
ca..,cer? Friends knew it but--• . 

"I actually have been planning my 
terminal graduation party for like W 
years. Of course, I'm a follower of Soc­

rates, who was one of the greatest 

counterculture comic philosophers in 
history. He took hemlock." 

'The Hemlock Society was named 
after that.• 

'I've been a member of the Hem­
lock Society for many years. They talk 

about self-deliverance. That's the big­

gest decision you can make. You 

couldn't choose how and when and 
with whom you were born.• 

'Alfhough there are people who say 

you can." 
"All right, well, go for it. But for 

those of us who don't have that 

option--· 
"Ram Dass even once said that a 

fetus that gets aborted knew it didn't 
want to be born so it chose parents 
who wouldn't carry it to term.• 

"Richard's so politically correct. Isn't 
that fabulous?" 

"Are you planning to do what Al­

dous Huxley did, which was to make 
the journey on acid?" 

"That's an option, yeah." 
"Do you believe in any kind of after­

life?" 
"Well, I have left an enormous ar­

chive covering 60 years of writing, 
around 300 audio-videos. It's being 
stored away. And I belong to two cry­
onics groups, so I have the option of 
freezing my brain." 

"By afterlife, I didn't mean the pro­

ducts of your consciousness so much 
as your consciousness itself." 

"My consciousness is a product of 
my brain. How can I know about my 

mind unless I express thought?" 

"Obviously, there are people who 
believe in the standard Heaven and 
Hell and Purgatory. I'm assuming that 
you don't believe in that kind of 
afterlife.• 

"They're useful metaphors. I must 
be in purgatory now, huh? Occasion­
ally, I have a pop of Heaven. That's 

not a bad metaphor. Of course, we 
realize that Hell is totally self-induced." 

"On Earth, you mean." 

"Well, wherever you are. What do 

~ think about that? Do you believe_ 
in life after death and all that? What's 
your theory?" 

"That you are eaten by worms and 

just disappear, or yqu're cremated and 
your ashes--" 

"Wait, now, Paul, you have your 
choice of being eaten by worms or 
barbecued. Or you can be frozen. You 
don't have to be eaten by worms. You 
don't have to be microwaved. I'm go­

ing to leave some drops of my blood, 

which has my DNA, in a lot of places. 
I'll leave my brain with them. Why not 
try all these things? Not that I care, 
Paul, believe me. I have no desperate 
desire to come back to planet Earth. I 
think that I have lived one of the most 

incredibly funny, interesting lives. I'm 

fascinated to see what's gonna hap­
pen in the next steps. But I have no 
desire to come back. Most non-scien­
tists don't realize that in scientific 

experiments you learn more from your 
mistakes., So I hope that I will leave a 
track record of making blunders about 

the most important thing in life. How to 
preserve your DNA. I hope someone 
will learn from my mistakes." 

'Are there regrets that you have? 

Things that you would've done differ­

ently, knowing what you know now?" 

"I'd pl3y the whole game differently, 
sure. About a third of the things I've 

done have been absolutely stupid, vul­

gar, gross. About a third have been 
just banal. But a third have been bril­
liant. Like baseball, one out of three, 

you lead the league. M.V.P. Most Valu­

able Philosopher." 
"When I first met you in 1965 you 

were talking about baseball--and 
games in general--as a ll)etaphor. How 
would you describe your game in life? 

It's been a conscious game. You didn't 
just fall into a pinball machine afld get , 

knocked around. Although that ·hap­

pened too." 
"Well, I identified with Socrates at a 

very young age. The aim in human life 

is to find out about yourself and know 

who you are. The purpose in life is to 

discover yourself." ' 
"With these big media mergers 

going on now, giants, Time-Warner­
Turner here, Disney-ABC there, ·how 

do you 'think the individual can fight 

that best?" 
"Why fight it? Like Southern Pacific 

merges with Pennsylvania Railroad, so 

what?" 
"But you said before they're trying 

to control, so aren't they trying to con­
trol the information?" 

"You can't control information if it's 
packaged in light. In photons and elec­
trons. You simply can't control digital 
messages. Zoom, I can go to my web 

site and put some stuff up there. Im­
mediately my messages are accessed 

by people around the world. Ndt just 
now but later. The nice thing about 

cyber-communication is that counter­

culture philosophers who learn about 

technology can work together, can be 
faster than committees, politicians and 

the like. So I have great confidence. 
You have to learn to play their game. 
That's why I went to West Point and 
that's why I went to the Jesuit school, 
and learned enough so I could play 

that mind-fuck game. I understood. 
And I moved on." 

"Do you mean you knew before you 

went to West Point, before you went to 
Jesuit school, that you wanted to learn 

their tools?" 
"I didn't want to go either. My 

parents insisted on that." 
"So you went with that attitude." 
"Yeah. They took me around to 

about ten Catholic universities and 

colleges in New England. None of 
them would accept me because of my 

high school track record. I was the 
editor of the newspaper in high school 

and I made it a scandal sheet expos­
ing the principal. I had a great uncle 
who was a big shot in the Catholic 
Church. He had pull in the Vatican, 
and he pulled some strings so I got 

into a Jesuit school. I just watched, 
repelled, but fascinated." 

"I don't believe in reincarnation, but 
if I did, I would think I knew you in a 

previous life. But that's only a meta­
phor, I don't believe in it. Do you be­
lieve in that concept?" 

"In the time of Emerson, the 1830s, 
there was a counterculture very similar 
to ours. Self-reliance. Individuality. 
Emerson took drugs with David 

Thoreau. Margwet Fuller went to Italy 

and got the drugs. Later, William· 

James started another counterculture 
at Harvard. Same thing. Nitrous oxide. 
Hashish. The Varieties of Religious 
Experience." 

"Well, have the medical people 
given you a prognosis on this life, of 
how many years you have left?" 

"I'm 75, and I've smoked and lived 
an active life but not the most healthy 
life. So my progn·osis would be li"ke 

two to five years. Jeez, I'll be 80 then." 
"Are there specific things you :want 

to accomplish during this period?" 
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TIM LEARY AND G.GORDON LIDDY SQUARE OFF DURING 
A PRESS CONFE~ENCE IN LOS ANGELES, 1982 

' "Our World Wide Web site is a big 

thing. We are putting books up there 

on the screen. You can actually play or 
perform my books. You read the Jirst 
page and my notes. And you can re­
vise my tsxt. We call them living -
books. As many versions as there are 
people that want to perform 'book' 
with me. True freedom of the press! 
The average person can't publish a 

book. This way they can." 
"Do you think it's destiny or chance 

that one becomes in a leadership posi­

tion--a change agent, as you call it?" 
"Well, destiny implies that you were 

created that way. No, I think that the 

individual person has a lot to do with 

it. Thousands of decisions you make 
growing up in high school and college 
to get to a point where you have con­
structed your reality. You can be a 

judge or--" 
"A defendant." 
"I think one of the good side-effects 

of the Simpson trial is that people un­

derstand how totally evil lawyers are." 
"You mean defense lawyers and 

prosecutors?" 
"Yes." 
"A friend of mine was scheduled to 

be on jury duty and they asked him 
. what he thought of prosecutors, and 
he said 'Cops in suits.' Are you opti­
mistic about the future, even though 
there's creeping fascism?" 

"The future is measured in terms of 
individual liberation. You have politi­

cians. And the military people want to 
hurt other people. That's all about con­
trol. They have to devise excuses for 

victimizing people. I do think that the 

new generations growing up now use 

electronic media A 12-year-old kid 
now, in Tokyo or in Paris, or here, can 

move more stuff around on screen. 
She is exposed to more R.P.M., Reali­
ties Per Minute! A thousand times 
more than her great grandfather. 
There's gonna be a big change. The 
greatest thing that 's happening now is 

the World Wide Web. Signups zoom 
up like this. The telephone is the con­
nection. The modem is the message! 
You can explore around. If you're a 

left-handed, dyslexic, Lithuanian les­
bian, you can get in touch with people 

in Yugoslavia or China who are left­

handed, dyslexic lesbians. It's great! 
It's gonna break down barriers, create 
new language. More and more graphic 

language. And neon grammatics. Any­
thing that's in print will be in neon." 

"Well, that really brings us full cycle. 
We started talking about words, and 

now they've become neonized." 

"Consider, Paul, death with dignity, 
dying with elegance. It's wonderful to 

see it happening. I talk about orches­
trating, managing and directing my 
death as a celebration of a wonderful 
life! That touched a lot of people. They 
say: 'My father went through this 
whole thing. He wanted to die. I Amaz­

ing." 
"So the response has been that 

people are glad to know that they 

aren't the only ones who are thinking 

about death." 
"Yeah. People are thinking about 

dying with class, but were afraid to talk 

about it." 
"What do you want your epitaph to 

be?" 
"What do ~ think? You write it." 
"Here lies Timothy Leary. A pioneer 

of inner space. And an Irish lepre­
chaun to the end." 

"Irish leprechaun! You're being 
racist! Can't I be a Jewish Lepre­

chaun? What is this Irish Leprechaun 
shit?" 

"OK Here lies Timothy Leary, a 

pioneer of inner space, and a Jewish 
leprechaun." ' 

A collection of Paul Krassner's 

satire, The Winner of the Slow 

Bicycle Race, has Just been 

published by Seven Stories Press. 

His comedy album, We Have Ways 

of Making You Laugh, wlll be 

released In August by Mercury 
Records. 

Krassner has published The 

Realist since 1958. But when People 

magazine called him "the father of 

the underground press,• he 

Immediately demanded a blood test. 

Only 13 more Issues of The Realist 

will be published. They will not be 
sold In bookstores or on 
newsstands, so if you wish to 

receive the final 13 issues, send $25 

to: The Realist, Dept. SH, Box 1230, 
Venice, CA 90294. Also available: 

The (Almost} Unpublished Lenny 
Bruce, an anthology of the 
controversial comedian's articles, 
columns, stories, bits and pieces, 

for $10. 

Timothy Leary, tripping on 

acid, calmly explains the 

benefits of LSD and the 

persecution against him as 

cops stand outside his door. 

On audio cassette tape, 
approx. 60 minutes, only 
$5.00 + $1.00 postage. 
Order from SHADOW Press 

P.O. Box 20298 
New York, NY 10009 
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Well, here we are again!! 
In our last kop-Watch, we reported an 
unmarked kop van that sits outside pot 
stores and then busts the buyers a few 
blocks away. The kops leave the pot spots 
alone so they can make more arrests and 

make themselves look good. 
On May 18, a SHADOW Kap-Watcher saw 
the same van full of undercover kops doing 
their thing to an Asian man in his car at the 

corner of Avenue B and 9th Street. The 
van, a black GMC (Plate number E60-6FP) 

containing 2 hispanic kops, 2 black kops 
and 1 white kop, cut off the man's car and 

pulled him out. After telling the man that 
they would "go easy" on him if he just gave 
it up, he handed over a bag of something 
he had just bought a few blocks away. The 
kops went "easy" on him by taking him into 
the van in cuffs as one of them got in his 
car and drove off. Nice haul, boys: let's see, 
that's one arrestee, a bag of dope and a 

brand new car to confiscate--not a bad day, 

\was it? 
••• 

In the past few months there has been a 
calculated war of intimidation on the Lower 
East Side. Several busts and beatings by 
kops have been meted out to persons who 
have done nothing more than verbalize 
their dislike of the kops. (So much for 
"protected" free speech!!) 
One example is the case of writer Michael 

Carter who was stalked and then clubbed 
by two kops after he said words to the 
effect of "I remember when the park was 

free." P.O.s Van Aker arid "Blackjack" 

Collabro don't take that shit from anyone!! 

Then there was the vicious cuffings (with 
plastic "torture" cuffs) and beatings by kops 
who couldn't handle the songs and musical 
instruments sung and played by a peaceful 
procession through the park. Funny, they 
don't do that when the jesus freaks play in 
the park!! 

Artist Eric Drooker, singing "Dem Bones," 
was choked as kops held his 'hands behind 
his back. Were they really afraid that his 
voice would hurt them? 
And on August 16, a young man in 

Tompkins Square Park who objected to 
being told by a kop to "move" was grabbed 

and taken to the 9th precinct, where he was 

systematically beaten by 5 pigs. that'll teach 
him to respect their authority. 

••• 
On July 23, local squatter and marijuana 
rights activist Jerry the Peddler was busted 
by undercover narcotics officers for passing 
a Phillies Blunt cigar to another person on 

Avenue C--before the miserable tobacco 

inside had been replaced with marijuana. 
Jerry (who admits proudly that he does not 
smoke tobacco for its own sake) had gone 

inside a bodega and purchased the fifty cent 
stogy legally; outside he gave it to an 
acquaintance and requested that he remove 
the processed tobacco filler and save the 
wrapper to roll what is usually called a 
"blunt" on the streets of Loisaida. All of a 
sudden, four kops surrounded the two, 
putting a gun to the head of the person to 

whom J.T.P. gave the cigar and shaking him 
down for drugs. 

According to Jerry, the cops found several 

small bags of what appeared to be cocaine 
in the other man's pockets, whereupon they 

hauled both him and Jerry to the precinct. 
At the precinct, the cops found a dime bag 

of weed on Jerry, but charged Jerry with 
sale of the other guy's cocaine and charged 
the other man, who did not live in the 
neighborhood, only with resisting arrest. 
Jerry is well known to local cops as 

organizer of the notorious "pig roasts," [See 

photo on Page 2--Ed.) as well as a mover 
and shaker in the Tompkins Square 
protests of recent years, has been the object 
of a steady stream of false arrests, abuses 
and beatings by kops, so it is not surprising 

that they would 'Yant to pin a false charge 
of something more serious than possession 
of a blunt's worth of marijuana . 

••• 
The July 17 New York Times reported that 
least 11 NYC police officer have been 
charged with failing to pay witholding tax or 
to file federal income taxes for several 
years. The officers are accused of being 
part of a scam that started within the now 
defunct housing police force, in which some 
of the cops claimed as many as 98 
dependents on their W-4 forms in an illegal 

effort to reduce their tax witholding to nil. 

Packages of instructions, some costing as 

much as $2000, had been circulating within 
the department explaining how not to pay 
taxes, and some of the accused officers 
renounced their American citizenship and 
denied having to pay income tax on the 
groun~ of their self-proclaimed 

sovereignty. All of the cops have been 

assigned tp desk duty and have turned in 
their guns. 

• •• 
On August 1, two retired NYC police 

officers, Dennis Debernardis and Be·nny 

Smith, were charged with extortion and 
loan sharking. The ex-cops are charged with 
having telephoned threats to a Westchester 
businessman threatening to have him and 
his wife raped if the man did not accept a 
settlement in a lawsuit, as well as with 

having extorted $68,600 from a Brooklyn 

businesswoman in interest for a $25,000 
loan. 

• •• 
Bronx Borough President Fernando Ferrer 
has questioned Civilian Complaint Review 
Board statistics that allegedly suggest a 

drop in complaints of police misconduct in 
the Bronx during the first quarter of 1996. 
Ferrer maintains that the new, mostly 
Giuliani-appointed CCRB inflated last years 

statistics by adding on the number of 
administratively closed ( or 

"unsubstantiated") cases, which were not 
actually investigated by the CCRB, usually 

because the complainants could not be 

found. Without this departure in the way 
the statistics are calculated, the figures 

would show a 34% increase in complaints 

against the cops. 
• •• 

The Guardians, a New York City African­
American fraternal police organization, has 
called on its members to arrest fellow 

officers who commit acts of brutality. 

Guardians president 
Cnarles Billups, said "It's 
come down to the point 

that we are tired of seeing 

of people getting beat up 
on the street by rogue 
cops." 

••• 
Black activist and former 

Black Panther Dhoruba 
Bin Wahad has filed a $15 

million lawsuit against the 
New York City Police De­
partment and other city 
agencies for framing him in 
the 1971 shooting of two 

police officers. The two 

cops, neither of whom 
were killed, were guarding 
the home of Manhattan 

D.A. Frank Hogan, who 

was prosecuting several 
cases against Black activ­

ists. Bin Wabad was tried three times in the 
case; the first trial ended in a hung jury, the 
second in a mis-trial, and the third in a con­
viction. In 1990, the New York State Court 

of Appe,\ls ruled that prosecutor's had held 
back potentially exhonerating evidence, and 
Bin Wahad was released. 

••• 
Thanks to our Kap-Watchers, including Bob 

Witanek, The Committee Against Anti­
Asian Violence, and A. Kronstadt. You can 

subscribe to Bob Witanek's Internet "list­
serv'' on issues relating to police brutality, 
capital punishment and civil liberties at: 
bwitanek@igc.apc.org (warning: you will get 
lots of e-mail). 

Continued On Following Page 
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THESE KOPS WERE OBSERVED 

MAKING BUSTS IN TOMPKINS 
SQUARE PARK AND THEN 

WATCHING DEMONSTRATORS 
DURING THE RE-TAKING OF THE 

GLASS HOUSE SQUAT ON 

AUGUST 14 (Story on Page 1) 

UARE-­
? 

THESE •TNT" DRUG KOPS BUSTED AN ALLEGED POT SHOP ON EAST 
.THIRD STREET LAST MAY, BUT NO ONE WAS THERE TO BUSTI! A 
BYSTANDER TOLD US THAT •TNT" STANDS FOR •TUESDAYS AND 

THURSDAYS• SINCE THOSE ARE THE DAYS THAT TNT STRIKES 



AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT 
HITS NYC POLICE ABUSE 

By A. Kronstadt 

On July 1, 1996, the London­
based human rights watchdog 
group Amnesty International re­

leased the findings of Its investiga­
tion Into "allegations of ill-treatment, 
deaths in custody, and unjustified 
shootings by police officers in the 
New York City Police Department.• 
This low-keyed report is careful to 

. genuflect toward the NYPD, saying 
Amnesty International recognizes 
that the police In New York City 
have a difficult and often dangerous 
job and that most encounters be­
tween officers and members of the 
public do not result In allegations of 
misconduct.• It then continues with 

over 70 pages of facts that often 
overlap with information reported In 
The SHADOW's KOP WATCH pages 
over the years. Amnesty Interna­
tional 's report Is_ the culmination of 
an 18-month Investigation In which 
Al delegates met with lawyers for 
people alleging police brutality, 
members of clvll rights groups, offi­
cials from the NYPD Internal Affairs 
Bureau and the Civilian Complaint 
Review Board, the office of the US 
Attorney for the Southern District of 
New York, and the Bronx District 

Attorney's Office. More than 90 
Individual cases were of ill-treatment 
were reviewed by Amnesty's dele­
gates. Al states, "the information 
gathered suggests that police bruta­
lity and unjustifiable force ... is a 
widespread problem, with a pattern 
of similar a!)uses occurring over 
many years.• 

Much of Amnesty's information is 
reported in the form of numbers. 
The amount paid out by the city, for 
Instance, in settlements or judge­
ments awarded to plaintiffs in police 
misconduct cases rose from 13.5 
million dollars In 1992 to more than 
25 million dollars in 1994. Another 
telling set of numbers relates to the 
racial composition of the NYPD. In 
1995, the department was 72.2% 
white, 15.2% Latino, 11.5% African­
American, and 7.7% "other Including 
Asian." Meanwhile, we live In a city 
that is 43.2% white, 28.7% African­
American, 24.4% Latino, and 7. 7% 
"other, Including Asian." 

Other Information comes In the 
form of names and incidents, many 
of which are familiar to SHADOW 
readers. Noted in the report are the 
cases of Grady Alexis, a young 
Haitian artist beaten to death on the 
street by an off-duty cop; Carlton 
Brown, an unlicensed minivan driver 

who was thrown through a plate 
glass window by Brooklvn cops: and 

Christopher Henelly, who suffered 
permanent brain damage from being 
bludgeoned by police who charged 

Into a demonstration sponsored by 
ACT-UP In 1991. In addition to these ! 
beatings, a number of deaths In cus- , 
tody are documented, Including that 

of Anthony Baez, killed by a police 
chokehold after a football that he 
was kicking around hit a cop car . 
The Amnesty report also reported on 
a string of police shootings-for in­
stance, the one that killed 16-year 
old Brooklyn honor student Yong 
Xin Huang, who was shot at close 
range with an NYPD-lssue 9-mm 
Glock semiautomatic whlle playing 
with an air rifle In the driveway of a 
friend's home. 

Amnesty also details the sad 
saga of the Civilian Complaint Re­
view Board (CCRB), which reviewed 
and disposed of 3961 complaints 
from January to June 1995, less 
than one third of which proceeded 
to full Investigation. Of the ones that 
were fully Investigated, 9.3% were 

ruled •substantiated," 7.7% •un­
founded," and 75.8% •unsubstanti­
ated" because of Insufficient evi­

dence (not surprising In view of the 
cutbacks In Investigative resources 
for the CCRB under the Giuliani Ad­
ministration). Among those cases 
that were substantiated and referred 
to the Police Commissioner for 
action In 1994, only 40% went to ad­
ministrative trial and of these, 69% 
were dismissed by the police brass. 
Only three cops were actually 
convicted of anything at administra­
tive trial In 1994. 

Amnesty International 's recom­
mendations Include the appointment 
of an Independent inquiry Into police 
brutality and excessive force by the 
New York City authorities, stern 

words from the police brass that ex­

cessive force will not be tolerated, 
the strengthening of the CCRB as 
an Investigative body, more public 
scrutiny of Internal police Investi­
gations, and changes In the ethnic 
composition of the NYPD. Amnesty 
does not make any recommenda­
tions regarding the Giuliani admini­
stration 's law enforcement poli(?ies­
the so-called •quality-of-life Initi­
ative,• which has made harsh con­

tact between the police department 
and the general population much 
more common in New York City. The 
Importance of this International re­
cognition of the problem of police 
brutality in NYC, however, cannot be 
discounted. 

[BQ[)(B[nO)(TI(l [BO)O)[n~ 
Anarchist politics and culture. 

ROCK PATAKl'S BUDGET, FUCK THE VOTE. 

THIS T-SHIRT MAKING THE ROUNDS ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE TRIES 
TO EXPLAIN WHAT CAUSES KOPS TO ACT THE WAY THEY DO 

DIOP-WATCH .... 
Continued From Previous Page 

When you're net surfing, check out our 
Global Kap ·Watch site on the World Wide 

Web. You can share your own stories and 

photos with the rest of the world. The 

addres.s is: http://mediafilter.org/globocop 
••• 

If you have any Kap Watch reports and/or 

stories, info, photos, badge or vehicle plate 
numbers, please send it to: The SHADOW, 
P.0.Box 20298, New York, NY 10009, 
Attention: Kap Watch 

••• 
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