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NEDITOR/AL

NEW YORK VOMITS CHIEF BRATTON:
ARE WE ANY SAFIR?

By A. Kronstadt

Ex-Police Commissioner William Bratton, who as his cloying Boston accent proclaims,
is not from around here, has followed the almighty dollar out of public
servantship.Bratton, a homely man with Napoleonic tendencies, had grandiose ideas about
how to beat New York into shape. Armed with an imperial police budget and a legion of
38,000 kops placed in his hands not by Rudolph Giuliani but by David Dinkins and Mario
Cuomo, he has waged a 2 1/2 year blitzkrieg against selected segments of New York’s
population. Equipped with a compliant NYPD public information office he has touted his
own horn about the reduction in erime in New York City. By forcibly clearing New York
City streets of what "quality of life" advocates call the "visible signs of decay," namely
peddlers, panhandlers, hangout scenes, and other signs of poor peoples’ culture, Bratton
created the stage backdrop for his grand illusion of order restored.

Nobody will deny that it is possible to reduce crime by means of great repression. By
all accounts the crime rate of the old Soviet Union was very low. As long as you are not a
political dissident, you can walk the streets of Beijing at any hour of the night without fear
of getting mugged. So it is hard to say, straight out, that Bratton is lying when he claims
that his crackdown on New York street life has reduced crime. On the other hand, the
statistics "proving" this reduction are collected by politically interested parties. "Crime"
means "reported crime," and who is crime reported to but the police? Nobody, least of all
the kops, will tell you that reported crime anywhere approaches the actual incidence of
crime. Furthermore, the people who are most likely to be arrested for crime are also the
people most likely to be victims of it. Chances are, that kid who gets mugged in
Brownsville for his sheepskin and gold chains himself has a warrant for jumping a
turnstyle. Will he be more or less likely Lo approach the kops about his experience, given
Bratton’s much touted improvements in the checking of outstanding warrants?

Nationally, crime has been dropping from the levels to which it soared during the
Reagan revolution. In 1981, when Ronnie took command, there were .0059 violent crimes
(robberies, murders, forcible rapes, and aggravated assaults) per person in the U.S,, in
1989, when the Gipper left office, there were .0066 crimes such crimes per person.
(figures are from the 1996 World Almanac and are based on the FBI Uniform Crime
Reports). After climbing nationally to a high of .0075 violent crimes per person in 1992
under the Bush Administration, it has declined ever since -- by 2% between 1992 and
1993 and 4% between 1993 and 1994. So we see that the election of Democrats makes
crime go down, or maybe it's the switchover from crack to marijuana, or maybe they’re
just lying. After all, it’s all coming from the same people, and they have an interest in
making us think they’re protecting us.

In spite of the proclaimed 39% drop in murders during 1994-1995, the news media
have experienced no shortage of grisly homicides to report. Second Avenue Deli owner
Abe Lebewohl was gunned down around the corner from the Ninth Precinct and his body
dumped a parking lot's distance from the kop shop. The killer remains at large and the
story has disappeared from the news. The case of Maria Isabel Monteiro Alves, who was
raped and beaten to death while jogging in Central Park last year, has also gone unsolved
and been forgotien. The Bratton theory about these crimes is that someday, they will
arrest a kid somewhere for drinking a beer, jumping a turnstyle, or smoking a spliff, and
he will spill the beans about who killed these people. It hasn’t worked yet. You may say
that these cases are just anecdotes, while the statistics, which come straight from City
Hall, for god’s sake, are the cold hard facts. You are entitled to your cpinion.

William Bratton is a bully, and so is Rudolph Giuliani. Bullies will unite briefly on the
playground to kick a weaker classmate, but they are ultimately bound to quarrel with one
another because, as bullies, they are unable to share power. With Bratton gone and the
timid bureaucrat Howard Safir in charge of the NYPD, Giuliani now has total control
over the one aspect of civic life in which he is perceived to be accomplishing something.
Nobody is going to vote for Giuliani because of what he has done for education or the
subways. The white people who vote for Giuliani voted for him out of fear, prejudice, and
backlash. They voted for him because he was going to beat up people of color,
particularly young people of color, and force them off the streets where the good white
folks would not have to look at them. With Bratton out of the way, Giuliani can claim the
credit for this ethnic cleansing.

It remains to be seen what effect the de-Brattonization of the NYPD will have. The
"quality of life" program for this spring is vicious and ambitious. Mayor Rudolf Giuliani
and the ex-Police Corruptioner, without consulting the people of New York City or the
legislative branch of their own Pig Government, have decided to recriminalize marijuana.
By adopting the policy of jailing, rather than merely ticketing persons allegedly caught
smoking pot in public, Giuliani and Bratton have set their own penalty for marijuana
possession, 10 be summarily meted out by the police without ghecks or balances. Of
course, now there is no more Bratton. Without him, what will happen with the
apocalyptic "Operation Juggernaut," crowning glory of Bratton’s blitzkrieg strategy, where
thousands of drug kops are to be turned out to ride roughshod over Black and Latino
communities in Brooklyn and Queens. It remains to see whether the lukewarm Howard
Safir can continue inspiring the kops to the appropriate levels of fascism. All we know is
that Giuliani will now be free to play 1l Duce without fear of being upstaged by his
Commissioner. It is up to us, the people, to make sure that he hangs by his heels.

Happy Spring!

NYPD BRINGS
THE WAR HOME

rewarded recently reached us from the
Bronx. In January 1994, NYC police officers
Patrick Brosnan and James Crowe pumped
22 bullets into the backs of Anthony Rosario

The transition from outgoing chief Bill Bratton and Hilton Vega. The Civilian Complaint

to the incoming Howard Safir—the ex-fire
commish who presided over devastating
service slashes to low-income arson-
plagued neighborhoods—comes with a
further escalation of municipal militarization
in the name of cracking down on drugs. The

Review Board substantiated the young
;men's families' charges that they had been
‘'shot while lying face down on the floor.
Brosnan, head of the NY Shields, a fraternal

‘order of detectives, is a personal friend of

Rudolph Giuliani, who chose him to head his

New York Police Department is putting 3,000 security team during the mayoral race

new overtime officers and fancy new
weaponry—including sophisticated
computer software and hydraulic battering
rams—into a new "anti-drug” assault in Bed-
Stuy, Brownsville and other neighborhoods
of Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx. The
paramilitary offensive mixes undercover
"buy and bust" sweeps with new computer-
assisted tactics, including extensive

monitoring of pirate cellular communications.

Nuisance laws will be enforced to close
scores of bodegas, smoke shops and
nightclubs, and police plan to pick up 1,200
parole violators and 15,000 others with

despite his involvement in previous violent
incidents. Bill Bratton refused to accept the
CCRB report. Brosnan was just awarded a
tax-free disability pension, claiming that the
killing of Rosario and Vega was a "shoot-out”
that caused him "significant hearing loss."
The CCRB investigation found that the only
bullets fired in the incident were fired by the
police themselves. The National Congress

for Puerto Rican Rights is protesting the

granting of Brosnan's pension.

Such abuses are set to escalate with the
new paramilitary program.

This is not the first time the boys in blue

outstanding warrants on the assumption that have unveiled a "final offensive” in NYC's

many of them will just happen to turn out to
be drug dealers. Special "ram teams" with
stesl-plated bulletproof vests and hydraulic

door-openers will burst into suspect houses.

Roadblocks will check drivers for expired

Drug War. Remember the much-ballyhooed
1980s programs like Operation Pressure
Point and the Tactical Narcotics Teams?
Dealers just moved out of the targeted
neighborhoods, fueling violent turf wars with

licenses and insurance policies to "scare off competing established dealers in adjacent

potential buyers."

Deputy Chief Joseph P. Dunne told The
New York Times: "We are going to surgically
attack and take out those people, those
locations, those stores that are causing the
problems."

This is the rhetoric of the Gulf War—and,
once again, the "collateral damage" from
these "surgical strikes” will be conveniently
invisible.

Yet another case of a killer cop being

areas.

The new program will cost the city $20
million over the next three years. Meanwhile,
at Safir's old department, budget cutbacks
are squeezing out such basic lifelines as
fireboxes, the citizen's first defense against
arson.

Emperor Nero merely fiddled as Rome
burned. Giuliani and Safir are consciously
fanning the flames.
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(Continued From Page 1)

the open market. Even the New York
Times recently ran an expose of political
influence-peddling on CB3 and soon
after this, almost the entire board was
fired by Pagén and Freed. It was the
second time in a year that the chair of
the contentious board was removed for
blatantly courting the influence of local
politicians. At least one resident of the
block -- Lyn Pentecost -- is on the
Board of Directors of Lower East Side
Coalition Development, the group that
was once headed by now
Councilmember Antonio Pagén (which
is currently trying to evict squatters
from a row of buildings on East 13th
Street to make way for an ambitious
project). Pentecost is also a long-time
crusader against homeless people in the
area (see sidebar). Pagan himself is a
nearby resident with a city-owned
apartment on East Third Street for
which he pays less than eighty dollars a
month rent. It was the East Third Street
block association that called for closing
the Third Street men’s shelter and
formed the nucleus for a local NIMBY
group called BASTA or Before Another
Sheiter Tears Us Apart. BASTA was
disbanded after the Third St. Shelter
was closed and replaced with a small
alcohol rehab center, but the group is
back to fight a drop-in center for
ex-convicts planned by the Salvation
Army for the Bowery. The guiding light
behind BASTA is Hemsley, who has
been fighting his own personal war
against the homeless, squatters and
AIDS advocates [or years. Another First
Street resident and Block Association
activist is Nancy Sossman who is has
made a national name for herself as an
opponent of the Lower East Side
Needle Exchange, which provides clean
syringes to addicts in return for used
spikes curbing the spread of AIDS. The
Lower East Side has more AIDS than
any other neighborhood in the city and
leads the nation in tuberculosis cases
that are often related to AIDS.
According to residents who want to
keep their identity a secret for fear of
reprisals from power brokers on the
block, the First Street Block Association
began altruistically enough with the goal
of caring for the playground that
neighborhood children used behind the
subway station along First Street. Some
parents began accompanying the park
workers who count used needles each
morning and noted with surprise that as
the Needle Exchange grew, they saw a
dramatic decrease in discarded syringes
in areas where users had often injected
drugs at night. This observation brought
some of the Block Association members
into conflict with the NIMBY element
on the block. When an election was
held for head of the Block Association,
although the woman who documented
the decline in dirty needles was a
shoe-in, residents say that CB3 District
Manager Martha Danzinger, who lives
on the block in a former homestead,
forced a co-presidency with Eric
Anderson, a developer building the
controversial Hope Community
low-income housing project in Harlem.
According to Freed’s spokesperson
Maria Botino, the renovation of the
First Street park will include new
playground equipment, benches, a
handball court and basketball hoops.
She says the plan involves landscaping,
a drainage system and a fence to allow
the Parks Department to lock up the
park at night. Botino says if the site is
left open it "tends to collect garbage"
although she says it will be "available to
the community." Botino adds the
community along First Street "is really
growing" and although he price tag of
§717,000 seems high she says "its a

worthwhile investment because there
are a lot of children there and its a very
active community." Botino was even
more vague when asked if the fence
planned for the park would limit access
across the tip of the piece of land near
First Avenue where residents use one of
the few subway lines that service the
Lower East Side. After hesitating, and
claiming she did not know, Botino then
said that the fence won’t block access to
the subway station.

In the past few weeks a fence was
put up around most of the site in
preparation for construction that’s
supposed to begin in a few months after
approval of the expenditure by City
Comptroller Alan Hevesi. Botino says
homeless people and their fire barrels
have been removed and won't be
allowed to return. According to the
Parks Department the Comptroller has
45 days after the contract is awarded to
give it his OK -- construction could
begin as early as June.

But while most residents of the block
are happy the city is doing something
for them, some have a sinking feeling
that the community is being taken for a
ride by politicians. One resident says the
Block Association has been denied a
chance to make their own
recommendations on types of
playground equipment and how the
park will be run after the renovations.
Pointing to Tompkins Square Park as an
example, one active resident says the
city is facing multiple lawsuits by
parents whose children have been hurt
on poorly planned and installed
playground equipment, but the city
remains stubbornly committed to its
own way of doing things.

The coffee bar idea that sparked the
city’s interest in the First Street park
has been delayed until after the
October, 1997 construction date, when
the Parks Department will probably
accept bids for an operator. The
"mysterious eight” who came out of the
woodwork to challenge the local
restaurant owner’s own proposal for the
coffee bar are still unnamed, although
many residents believe they have some
connection to the First Street politicos.
That answer may never be known. Also
unanswered is the fate of a part of the
First Street park being used by a local
antiques dealer, and whether or not a
quid-pro-quo may be involved with the
city in return for allowing commercial
use of the land. In this time of tight
budgets and privatization,
neo-conservative politicians campaigning
on a so-called Quality of Life platform
maybe just hoodwinking the public to
benefit themselves.
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HOWARD HEMSLEY (Left) WITH COUNCILMAN ANTONIO PAGAN

SWEAT EQUITY,
SWEET PROFITS
ON FIRST STREET

First Street Block Association honchos
Lyn Pentecost, Martha Danziger, and a
group of other homesteaders acquired
their building at 52 East 1st Street in
1983 for $2000 under Section 576,
article X| of the Private Housing Finance
Law (a sum that amounted to about
$250 per apartment). This law was part
of a "sweat equity" program originally
intended to help low-income tenants of
neglected city buildings to become
property owners. However, clauses in
the deeds held by Pentecost, Danziger,
and their fellow tenants restricting sale
of their apartments to "families of low
income" will expire in four years, turning
these apartments into valuable real
estate. In fact, Pentecost and Danziger,
who have been instrumental in the
machine that elected Antonio Pagén as
City Council member, have fought for
years against city regulations
preventing them from selling their
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240 West 73rd Street, NYC 212-769-3400
1518 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 215-731-9600

spaces in 52 East 1st Street at a profit.
Pagan himself has been doing the same
thing with his nearby city-owned
apartment at 7 East 3rd Street, for
which he continues to pay $75 per
month. Pentecost has made a career of
privatizing low-income housing; she is
an official of Lower East Side Coalition
Housing, a group noted for sponsoring
housing renovations that receive money
from the government to build “low-
income® apartments which are slated to
be sold at market rates by developers
in a given number of years. Danziger,
the District Manager of Community
Board 3, has been instrumental in
rallying the right wing in local politics
that consolidated around Pagéan & Co,
to clear homeless people out of the
neighborhood. Howard Hemsley, who
resides at 41 East 1st Street under
similarly comfortable circumstances, is
the guiding force in BASTA (Before
Another Shelter Tears Us Apart), a local
NIMBY group which sued the city in an
attempt to close down the 3rd Street
Sheilter. Hemsley was the manager of
Pagan’s last campaign for City Council.
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By Peter Spagnuolo

Lower East Side squatters, activists
and radio enthusiasts, inspired by the
success of the growing, nation-wide
micro-power radio movement, have
added their community to the growing list
of radical centers with "pirate" (non-
licensed), low-power stations on the air.
Following the examples already set by
established stations such as Black Libera-
tion Radio, broadcasting in a Springfield
Ohio housing project, and the Bay Area’s
Free Radio Berkeley, the Lower East
Side’s Steal This Radio collective formed
in September of 1995 to begin acquiring
equipment and technical expertise with
an eye towards launching a micro-power
station that would serve their community.

By early November of last year, STR
had purchased components to assemble a
five-watt transmitter, some of which came
via Free Radio Berkeley’s Stephen Duni-
fer, whose activism in spreading the gos-
pel of grass-roots communication from
Central America to Alaska has made him
a kind of Johnny Appleseed figure to the
micro-power movement. Showing that old
squatter know-how, the collective built a
radio-frequency antenna entirely out of
plumbing supplies, tested its equipment
from rooftops, and by Thanksgiving was
on the air at 88.7 FM, using borrowed
turntables, donated tape decks and mix-
ers, and various equipment of dubious
origin. The first few months of the station
saw only Friday broadcasts, from dusk un-
til the early morning hours, with hopeful
plans to expand.

Moving to a different location every
week, the collective quickly became
known for the best floating party in town,
presenting live music, poetry, fiction and
drama every week, in addition to record-
ed music by an ever-expanding crew of
d.j.’s. The station's mobility allowed it to
present live events too, such as the ABC
No Rio Zapatista Art Show benefit -
though produting a broadcast of live
bands presented challenges. Indeed, while
most so-called "pirate" stations can be
started for $200 with a working low-
power transmitter, a cassette player, and
a microphone, from the very beginning
Steal This Radio had its sights on some-
thing more ambitious. Fast Forward, the
station’s technical chief, describes STR's

mission: "To do the kind of programming
that we do -- live drama, covering live
events, talk radio with open discussions,
dialogue, and the kind of free-form,
sound collage our in-house Audio
Damage Laboratories features several
nights a week -- really requires more than
a walkman and a mixer -- say $500 as a
good starting point, and it goes up from
there. Still, STR members point out, this
is a far cry from the minimum $60,000 in
startup costs the broadcast industry esti-

mates is required for the smallest FCC- {

licenced station.

Upgrading first to twelve watts in
January and again in April to twenty
walts, the station has expanded its pro-
gramming as well. While the radio parties
are now a thing of the past, the station
has grown rapidly, gaining more diversity
in the process. Now broadcasting five
days per week, STR presents anarchist
news and events, a nightly community cal-
endar, a weekly interview, and talk shows,
as well as several hours of Spanish-lang-
uage programming. "It was always our in-
lention to make our programming as
wide-ranging as possible -- not to have
people just playing their favorite music,
but to have things that spoke to the
whole gamut of Loisaida residents --
squatters, low-income tenants, activists
and non-activists,” says Queequeg, a col-
lective member. "I don’t think you can
justify micro-power philosophy on any
other basis than community need."

It is the realization among activists in
general that the concentration of media
sources in a few corporate hands -- such
as Time-Warner, Turner, Capital Cities
and other conglomerates -- each owning
vast holdings in radio, broadcast and
cable television, movie production, and
publishing -- has created the a need for
communities to take back the airwaves
for their own constructive uses. The
means for this are within reach. "The air-
waves are public, yet the government in-
sists on its strict and exclusive right to
regulate this public property, and then
deeds away their use to the corporate
sector, which is interested only in profits,”
says Queequeg. This reality, and micro-
power broadcasting's answer to it is at the
heart of the on-going Federal prosecution
of Stephen Dunifer and Free Radio Ber-

keley. Dunifer’s efforts to fight the

$20,000.00 fine levied against him, with
the help of the Natioual Lawyer’s Guild’s
Committee on Democratic Communica-
tion, has been nothing short of heroic.
(See Shadow #37).

Says collective member D.J. Chrome,
"Giving a voice to the people in this
neighborhood is our mission -- to make a
vehicle for organizing and forging com-
munity among the people of the Lower
East Side." To this end, Chrome presents
a weekly show, Neighborhood News and
Views, with interviews and talk on issues
that are community centered. A recent
show broadcast an original interview with
Democratic District Leader Margarita
Lopez, a long-time Loisaida activist and
outspoken opponent of Councilman An-
tonio Pagdn. D.J. Chrome adds, "In a
predominantly working class neigh-
borhood like ours, many people don’t
have the time or energy to be fully in-
formed on the things going on here that
affect them -- real estate development,
city policies -- or, the information they do
get comes entirely from one side. With
this show, they can get takes on issues
from the people who live in their own
neighborhood, and they can also bring
their issues to the show, create dialogue."

Ideally, Steal this Radio’s organizers
envision the micro-power station as a sort
of giant community drum that people can
tune in to. For this to work, says collec-
tive member Grace O’Malley, "the station
must develop the greatest degree of ac-
cess for community members Lo program-
ming -- anyone with an idea about a show
they think the community needs, or an-
nouncements, or events for the calendar,
should feel free to bring their ideas to us
-- we're committed to finding a way to fit
it all in." The only rules in place about
programming, she adds, are "no hate
speech,” and a willingness to accept the
station’s legitimate security concerns.

Fast Forward points out the station’s
enormous potential when he contrasts its
listening area with that of other micro-
power stations. "We gel approximate
coverage from the western edge of
Williamsburg to about the Bowery, and
from Delancey Street to Stuyvesant
Town. A station like Radio Free Berkeley
may be better situated in a flat, low-rise
area for sending a signal very far, while

our signal has to contend with a dense
grid of large concrete and steel obstruc-
tions -- but the up side of this is that with
all the density of multiple-dwelling units,
lenements and such, we have some
75,000 people living in a tight area -- we
don’t need to send a signal very far to
have a large potential listenership." But
how many people are listening? "We get
complaints from people trying to tune us
in," says Fast Forward. "Some of them are
on the fringes of our range, so they need
1o put a better antenna on their stereo
receivers, or try moving the boom box to
a different location in their rooms. As we
upgrade our signal, we hope people keep
trying."
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Steal This Radio--88.7 FM

Wednesday

Friday

Sunday

Monday

6 PM

Sin Fronteras with DJ*s Macha and
Scooter. Espanol-Ingles politicas,
musica, entrevistas, y discusiones.

Out of the shadows.Radical feminist
radio with Pirate Jenny--explore
women's lives and struggles.

3:30--Cap 'n Kurt plays jazz Taves: an
A.D.L. production.

6:30--In My NYC, with Argo the
Cabbie's crash-course of gutter
philosophy from the cock-pit.

OJ PA: brings you rock en
espanol, salsa and afro-cuban
rthythms, plus guest spots.

Nelghborhood News and Views,
with DJ's Chrome, Argo, Pirate
Jenny, Towno, and Fastforward,

Voices of the Bread Is Rising, with
Carlos and Angel--poetry, humor,
jazz and fiction, in Spanish-Ingles

The Surprise Hour with Fastlorward.
Music, drama, news announcements and
more.

8 PM

fhe  Punk  How  with DJs
Homebrew, Chrome, and the D.T.
Shaker. Hardcore, old school,
crust. and oi from ‘77 to present.

9 PM

Mr. Teabody s Dlues Hour. O
roots, blues, and southern folk--sit
back with some moonshine or your
favorite ‘tater brandy and enjoy!

Tnierviews, discussion, and calendar
on the politics and culture of the
LESower East Side.

The Crow Show wilh Aliheya,
Variety programming, presenting
myth, magic, ritual and religion"
with music and readings.

Theater of Thin Air--host Queequeg
brings you vintage and original drama
and comedy, with STR Players and
local talent,

(Torsaida USA. (Universal Soul
Awareness) with Cenen. Exploring
our universe with poetry, theory,
conversation, and music.

Rools of Resisiance with Lisa and
Donny. Reggae, third world beats,
and consciousness.

Sod-busters and Turj-cullers—Grace
O'Malley serves up homemade music
by regular folk, with guest pickers live

10 PM

Happy Hour. An easy lislening
experience of metal, punk, and
noize to kill yourself by.

Friday Nite Surf Party with DJ
Maxx. Live music and in-studio
performers, spoken word, rants,
band interviews, and special guests.

Get hip with The Bogus Poseur]
Show. Featuring local talent and
LES bands; Karen Black, Pep
Girls, Halfbreeds, G.G. Allen, etc.

D.J.  Fernando  presenis  native
American music, poetry, songs and
discussion.

11 PM

Analog Dream Lullabies brings you
electronic fluid transmissions from
the outer planetary reaches and

Free Form with Tolo. A variety
show of music, readings, and
politics.

Concreie Street Beat, with D.J.'s Jesse
and Chrome: hip-hop, rap & reggae,
with live mixing and guest rappers--call

12 AM

beyond.

Open your sub-conscious wide with
Accelerated Dance Loop. Hard
electronic  groove maneuver
freakout zones to take you far and

deep into the night. Another Audio
Damage Laboratories production.

us at the vox-mail to get in on the
action!

--And don’t miss The Children's Show, with Mary Read, every Sat. mormning, 9-11-better than cartoons!!!
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Community radio for the Lower East Side--vox: (212)539-3884

LES
NEEDILE

EXCHANGE

HOURS

MONDAY: 4-7 PM
TUESDAY: 5-8 PM

WEDNESDAY: 11 AM-2 PM
THURSDAY: 1-5 PM (women only)
THURSDAY: 6-9 PM (everyone)

FRIDAY: 7-10 PM

SATURDAY: 11 AM-2 PM

39 AVEC
(at 4th 8t)

S212-22S-TT34
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days after President Clinton signed the
| Telecommunications bill, that the term
"indecency" used in the CDA is "vague"
and possibly unconstitutional. Still, most

1 of the CDA’s prohibitions remain
‘| unchallenged, including provisions

criminalizing transmissions using the
word abortion or imparting crucial
health related information. Although the
Justice Department says it will not
prosecute anyone under the CDA until

after the Supreme Court rules on the
issue, officials also warn that after the
court rules they may still prosecute

Internet users who violate the CDA
while the court is considering the case.

Plaintiffs in the burgeoning lawsuits

On February 8th US President
Clinton signed the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 -- a bill designed to open
up competition among the nation’s
telephone carriers, computer on-line
services and cable TV. Tacked onto the
bill is a measure initially introduced as
an amendment by Nebraska Republican
Senator James Exon, an amendment
that’s come to be known as the
Communications Decency Act. The
CDA makes it illegal to post so-called
"indecent” language on a computer
network that could be accessed by
anyone under eighieen. The Act also
criminalizes "annoying” computer or
telephone transmissions under so-called
anti-harassment provisions and opens
the door for the Federal
Communications Commission to begin
regulating the Internet as a broadcast
medium similar to TV and radio.
"Indecent” is a legal term that generally
means any language referring to sex and
excretory functions that may otherwise
be protected by the Constitution and
legally published in newspapers and
magazines.

The signing of the CDA sparked a
flurry of protest in cyberspace.
Thousands of Internet sites turned their
screens (o black in mourning for free
speech and many thousands of Internet
sites are sporting a blue ribbon as part
of a campaign against Internet
censorship. But despite these campaigns
the CDA’s sponsors are pushing their
measure through the courts hoping to
win the mosl restrictive legislation
possible. How did the wide-open
Internet come to crossroads?

Senator Exon said he was struck with
the need for controlling smut on the
Internet when he saw how easily his
grandchildren were able to access
pornography using their family
computer. Exon, who admits he’s never
been on the Internet himself, embarked
on a crusade to force what he considers
indecency off the net, a campaign that
was picked up by a majority in
Congress and signed into law by the
president. Recently Exon defended his
support of the CDA by making the
issue part of the so-called "cultural war"
that’s been inflaming congress since
Clinton was elected. According to
Senator Exon, "There is enough of the
self-serving philosophy of the *hands-off
elite’. They seem to rationalize that the
framers of the Constitution planned and
plotted at great length to make certain
that above all else, the profiteering
pornographer, the pervert, and the
pedophile must be free to practice their
pursuits in the presence of children on a
taxpayer created and subsidized
computer network. This is nonsense."

But despite the powerful image of
children’s need for protection in a
dangerous world, a Federal judge rufed,

against the CDA say they have been
advocating alternatives to censorship on
the net from the beginning. A class-
action lawsuit coordinated by the Center
for Democracy and Technology
(including 37 organizations ranging from
America Online to the American
Library Association and People for the
American Way) was combined with
another lawsuit sponsored by the ACLU
and Planned Parenthood and filed the
day Clinton signed the measure.
Supporters of the suil are encouraging
anyone with a valid e-mail address to
sign on as a plaintiff and nearly 30,000
individuals have taken up the call. A
three-judge federal court panel has
been hearing witnesses in often boring
and sometimes contentious proceedings
as part of an expedited court schedule
written into the Act that includes a
direct appeal of the panel’s decision,
due in late April, to the Supreme Court.

Particularly disturbing to free speech
advocates is the CDA’s use of the term
"indecent” to define material that should
be banned from the Internet. "Indecent”
is a legal term that applies to material
that is sexually explicit and maybe
offensive to some in the community,
although still protected by the First
Amendment. Indecency is not the same
as obscenity -- material that has been
deemed not deserving of Constitutional
protection.

To be obscene the material would
have to meet a three part legal test set
up by the Supreme Court in a 1973
decision:

"1. Would the average person, applying
contemporary standards of the state or
local community find that the work,
taken as a whole, appeals to the
prurient interest?

2. Does the work depict or describe in a
patently offensive way sexual conduct
specifically defined by the applizable
state law? .

3. Does the work lack serious literary,
artistic, political, or scientific value?"

Fundamentally the CDA means that
language deemed "indecent" that might
be legally published in a magazine or
newspaper, included in a film or book is
now prohibited from the Internet. An
example of "indecent" speech are the
so-called "Seven Dirty Words," a
monologue by comedian George Carlin
that was at the heart of a five year
court-battle between the Pacifica
Foundation and Federal
Communications Commission -- more
on that later.

To insure that people under 18 can't
receive "indecent" material, anyone who
puts information on the net that may
violate the law would be required to set
up a means to prevent teenagers from
logging in. In order to achieve that goal,
informatien providers would have to

Communications Bill Threatens

First Amendment
By Paul DeRienzo

*shit, piss, fuck, cunt, cocksucker, motherfucker and tits"--
From *Seven Dirty Words You Can't Say Or; TV* by George Cariin

identify everyone who tries to access on-
line information -- to screen out those
under 18 years. One way to achieve
that is to require credit card numbers as
proof of age before a netsurfer could
access a particular site.

Anti-choice stalwarts included a
sneak attack against abortion with the
CDA in the guise of the 1873 anti-
obscenity Comstock Act making it a
crime to send information on birth-
control or abortion through the mail.
The Comstock Act was used to jail birth
control pioncer Margaret Sanger but
was revised in 1971 to remove the parts
criminalizing the distribution of
contraceptive information -- although
the parts restricting abortion
information remain on the books.
Attorney General Janet Reno has
officially said the Department of Justice
won't prosecute for abortion-related
speech on the Internet - in a letter
dated February 9th, Reno formally
pointed out the passage of the CDA she
wouldn’t be enforcing.

Despite Reno’s promise not to
prosecute, pro-choice groups had
already filed a lawsuit challenging the
anti-abortion parts of the law. That
challenge was part of a broad suit
against the entire CDA brought by
dozens of advocates, including the
American Civil Liberties Union,
Electronic Frontier Foundation, Planned
Parenthood, major on-line service
providers like CompuServe and
America On-line and smaller Internet
content providers active in AIDS and
safe-sex education like Critical Path
based in Philadelphia.

Calling the CDA "Medical
McCarthyism in the electronic age,"
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Eleanor Smeal of the Feminist Majority
Foundation said, "The
Telecommunications Act is transforming
the Internet from an information
superhighway to an information
roadblock invoked by high-tech
censorship. Ironically, just as more
women'’s organizations are going on-line,
Congress is moving to criminalize
women’s constitutional right to send and
receive medical information. The
women of this nation will not tolerate
an on-line abortion ban, any more than
we will allow a ban on abortion
services."

The Comstock Act provisions of the
CDA amount to an Internet gag rule
that would effect pro-choice
organizations using the net. Information
about abortion services and availability
would be prohibited as would support
networks for pro-choice doctors and
information about drugs like RU-486.
The ban would effect bulletin boards
and World Wide Web sites and the
trade in abortion-related medical
technology. The overall impact would
affect millions of women. The Feminist
Majority on-line alone receives 14,000
calls a typical day and as many as
92,000 calls in one day. These contacts
would all end under the CDA.

President Clinton signed the
Telecommunications bill, stating that
he "objected” to the abortion speech gag
rule while claiming the law wouldn’t be
prosecuted by his Justice Department. It
was the second time in a week the
President had signed a bill he says he
doesn't intend to enforce -- the other
bill bans people with HIV from the
military.

Former California governor turned
radio talk-show host Jerry Brown says
the crackdown on the Internet is an
attempt by "men with money and
power”" to "snuff-out any creativity or
ingenuity that threatens their
hegemony." According to Brown, CDA
is ultimately a reaction against demands

See INTERNET On Page 20
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CITY HALL MOVES
g - TO GUT LEAD LAW

By Steven Wishnia

4,
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Held in contempt by the courts for
failing to enforce its current law
requiring landlords to eliminate all lead
paint in apartments with small children,
the city government is now trying to
weaken the law.

"It’s unenforceable. It’s undoable,"
says Harold Shultz, Deputy
Commissioner for Housing Preservation
of the city Department of Housing
Preservation and Development, of Local
Law 1, on the books since 1982. The
law requires landlords to remove or seal
up all lead-based paint in apartments
with children under 7--generally
estimated at 200,000 to 250,000 homes
in the city. Landlords, complaining
about the costs of lead abatement, have
lobbied for its repeal for years.

Last month, State Supreme Court
Justice Louis York held the city and
HPD Commissioner Deborah Wright in
criminal contempt for willfully failing to
obey a series of court orders to enforce
the law.

"The city, HPD, and landlords are
being very poor losers," says Lucy
Billings of Bronx Legal Services, which
filed the original suit in 1985. "They
have never tried to comply with the law.
They’re totally confident they’ll never
have to comply with the law."

The City Council is now considering
two revised lead-paint measures. Intro
385-A, sponsored by Councilmember
Stanley Michels, backs off from the
total-abatement mandate of Local Law
1 to concentrate on the
worst-contaminated apartments, says
Michels staffer Steve Simon. The bill
requires that landlords remove lead
paint from the areas most dangerous to
children: window frames and sills, doors
and door frames, painted floors,
radiators and baseboards, and moldings,
as well as any areas with peeling or
flaking paint or deteriorated
subsurfaces.

It also extends the requirement to
schools, day-care centers, playgrounds,
and pregnant women'’s apartments. It
mandates that HPD send an inspector
out upon receiving a lead-paint
complaint, and either fix it through the
Emergency Repair Program (ERP) or
sue the landlord if the owner doesn’t
correct the problem. Simon said specific
timetables are still being worked out.
{The New York Post reported Jan. 5 that
they would likely be 15 to 30 days.)

A rival measure, Intro 388-A, has
been introduced by Housing Committee
chair Archie Spigner (D-Queens), who
also calls Local Law 1 "not enforceable."
Spigner says his first priority is "to
protect the children," but declined to
give any specifics of his bill on the
grounds that they are still under
discussion. Last month, the Council’s
housing committee blocked his original
proposal, which would have eliminated
landlords’ liability for lead poisoning--
unless the tenant had sent a certified
letter informing the landlord of the
presence of peeling paint. That proposal
was strongly backed by the real-estate
lobby.

Megan Charlop, co-chair of the New
York Coalition to End Lead Poisoning
and head of the Lead Poisoning
Prevention Project at Montefiore
Hospital in the Bronx, says she expects
the Council to pass a bill abandoning
the "lead-free" mandate of Local Law 1
in favor of a "lead-safe" policy. If such a
policy is to work, she says, it would have
to have "good work and the most
stringent enforcement and safety
regulations possible," and HPD’s
response (o lead complaints would have
to be much quicker and more efficient
than it's been in the past.

"You can’t have kids living in [lead]
situations for months on end and have
them stay healthy," she adds.

Harold Shultz’s argument against the
current law is simple: It costs too much.
He estimates that at $15,000 an
apartment, it would cost landlords and
the city over $3 billion to abate all lead
paint. Even scraping and painting a
five-foot square patch, he says, can cost
$1,300, because of the need to seal the
area off with plastic, wash it twice with
trisodium phosphate, and test it for
lead-containing dust after the work is
done. As most of the affected
apartments are in low-income
neighborhoods like Harlem and Crown
Heights, where landlords tend to be
marginal, he argues that these costs
would seriously endanger the remaining
supply of affordable private housing in
the city.

"It’s not possible to do every
apartment,” he says. In the meantime,
he says, the city has to prioritize. HPD
treats every lead-paint violation as a
potential emergency repair, he adds, but
rejects requiring the city to do so as an
"unfunded mandate."

Why is lead paint different from any
other major code violation, he asks.
"What will be cut to fund $3 billion?"

For Lucy Billings, upstairs in her
South Bronx office, the answer is also
clear. "The children of New York City
are just asking that the city enforce the
law instead of expending resources on
fighting the law,” she says. At least
15,000 city children have been found to
have at least 10 micrograms of lead per
deciliter of their blood, the federal
standard for potential danger. Of those,
2,000 have been tested at the toxic level
of 20 micrograms, and she says that as
less than half the city’s children have
been tested for lead, the true numbers
are likely more than twice as high.

Billings contends that HPD’s $15,000
figure is 100 high, as it is based on total
gut-rehab costs; she says most
lead-abatement jobs cost under $1,500.
Whatever it costs, she adds, should be
weighed against the $40,000 cost of
treating a lead-poisoned child, aside
from the human damages. Given HPD’s
decimated code-enforcement staff (over
500 inspectors in 1989, barely 200 in
1994) and the normal chaos of
childhood ("every time a chair is backed
into a wall, every time a toy is thrown
against a wall"), she says it is impossible
to expect landlords to maintain lead
paint intact, or to protect children
simply by issuing violations for peeling
or flaking paint; anything short of
completely eliminating the source of
lead is inadequate. In any case, she
adds, landlords save money in the long
run by correcting violations, and the city
would be able to recoup the cost of
ERP repairs from them. "We've never
seen lead-paint abatement cause
abandonment,"she says.

Michels aide Simon justifies the
proposed modification of Local Law 1
on the grounds that it wasn’t intended
to force removal of "lead paint 30
layers down," and that the law should
concentrate on "maximum danger to
children" in order to be enforceable.
"Instead of going through 200,000
apartments, go where kids are most at
risk," he says. He also believes that
treating lead the same way as any other
C violation, requiring that is be dealt
with within 24 hours, is the wrong
approach, as lead abatement is a

_complicated specialty and the 24-hour

mandate would encourage shoddy
rush-jobs.

Simon estimates the number of
lead-affected children at 25,000 to

SETH TOBOCMAN

30,000, and contends that the city can
eliminate lead paint in their homes
using current resources. The $15,000
per apartment cost cited by Shultz and
the real-estate industry, he says, is "out
of whack," and HPD has "millions
unspent” and a $10 million annual
lead-abatement budget that could be
used for inspectors, ERP, and in
city-owned buildings.

"We have the capability to do a
decent lead-abatement program, and
frankly, it makes more sense to spend it
up front than on liability payments,” he
says.

Of the nine members of the
Council’s Housing Committee, which
will determine what bill emerges,
Billings counts three--Spigner, Antonio
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Start A

FOOD

BOMBS

Group in your community

You can begin feeding the hungry and
working for peace by starting a Food Not
Bombs group in your community. Food
Not Bombs is a nonviolent all-volunteer
network that provides free, hot vegetarian
meals and political support to low income
people in over 75 communities in North

America and Europe. Food Not Bombsis -

empowering, rewarding and FUN! Send
$10 for our helpful 128 - page book that
includes the steps for starting and main-
taining a food recovery program, 30 vegan
recipes for feeding 100 people and logos,
flyers and letters you can reprint. An
inspiring 110 minute video is also avail-
able for $15.

FOOD NOT BOMBS

3145 Geary Bivd. #12
San Francisco, CA 94118
or call

1-800-884-1136

for free information
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Pagan (D-Manhattan), and Thomas
Ognibene (R-Queens)--as a solid
pro-real-estate bloc, usually joined by
Enoch Williams (D-Brooklyn). Two,
Michels and Guillermo Linares
(D-Manhattan) are pro-tenant, and
Martin Malave-Dilan (D-Brookiyn),
Helen Marshall (D-Queens), and David
Rosado (D-Bronx) are the swing votes.

HPD opposes the Michels bill on the
grounds that it "triggers expensive
repairs at too-low levels," says Shultz,
Billings accuses the department of
"bowing down to the real-estate lobby.
"What tenants need to do,” she says, "is
tell the City Council nothing needs to
be done--except enforce the current
law."

IF IT"S IN HERE,
IT"S OUT THERE.

RATE SAMPLES | SUBS (6)
REGULAR BULK RATE | -no- $20.00
F5 FRIEND (IST CLASS) [$6.00  |540.00
C(ANADA AIR $6.00 US |535.00 US
EUROPE AIR $8.00US |545.00 US

CASH, CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER, (US-FUNDS) TO:
FACTSHEET FIVE, P.0. BOX 170099
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94117




UNABUMMER

Media Spin on the Bogus "Earth First!
Connection" to the Unabomber Reveals

Corporate "COINTELPRO" Against Greens
By Bill Weinberg

The coverage of the alleged Earth First! connection to the Unabomber is beginning to
take on the distinct whiff of a high-level corporate hatchet job. The New York Times on April
8 expended several column inches blaming the Unabomber’s slaying of Burson-Marsteller
exec Thomas Mosser on Earth First!, pointing out that the Unabomber’s writing "seems to
paralle!" anti-corporate screeds in the Earth First! Journal. When Burson-Marsteller is first
mentioned, the Times writes that the public relations titan was "mistakenly” named by the
Unabomber as having been hired by Exxon for spin control after the Valdez accident. Only
much later in the article does the Times inform us that "Although Exxon was a client,
Burson-Marsteller has said it did no work for the firm on the Valdez." We are asked to
believe that it is merely coincidental that Exxon’s image needed a little doctoring after their
tanker had dumped 300,000 barrels of crude into Prince William Sound. Two days later,
Newsday played an identical trick on its readers, reporting that "Burson-Marsteller...has said
it did not work on the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska." Are Burson-Marsteller, the master
spin-doctors, being allowed to doctor their own spin?

The Earth First! connection is not even the work of the FBI, but of a private spook
named Barry Clausen, who told Newsday, "Based on all the information we have, it does
appear he [Unabomber suspect Theodore Kaczynski] was a follower of Earth First!" Clausen,
whom Newsday cites as a "former Seattle private investigator, who now serves as a consultant
to businesses," is a hot item on the radical right and "Wise Use" lecture circuit out west. The
self-proclaimed former drug runner has built a career on his exploits as an Earth First!
infiltrator in the employ of timber, mining and ranching interests. His book Walking On the
Edge, portraying Earth First! as an "eco-terrorist organization", is published by the
Washington Contract Loggers Association of Olympia, WA, and distributed by Merril Press
of Wise Use mastermind Alan Gottlieb.

For all the hullabaloo, the closest thing to a concrete link between EF! and the
Unabomber suspect that Clausen has been able to come up with is a list of attendees of the
November 1994 Native Forest Network Conference held at the University of Montana in
Missoula. The list, which Clausen apparently procured through an anonymous "friend in law
enforcement", includes both local EF! activists and one "T. Casinski" -- phonetically identical
to the Unabomber suspects name.

The good guys and bad guys are pretty neatly reversed in this coverage. Clausen and his
anonymous friend are engaged in unaccountable private surveillance of people engaged in
above-ground First Amendment protected political organizing. The danger to democracy is
less from lone renegades like the Unabomber than from the ongoing privatization of tactics
pioneered by the FBI's COINTELPRO twenty years ago.

Further more, the Native Forest Network denies that any "T. Casinkski" registered for the
1994 conference. Says NFN co-ordinator Anne Peterman: "This list that Clausen has is a
myth. We have the complete list from the conference and Kaczynski’s name, in any of its
spellings, is not present. This is obviously a Wise Use slander of the Native Frest Network."

The anti-environmentalist Wise Use movement’s nerve cenier is Alan Gottlieb’s
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Washington State based Center for the Defense of Free Enterprise, whose founding funders
include the Northwest timber giants like Pacific Lumber and Boise-Cascade as well as Exxon.
Joyce Nelson, author of Sultans of Sleaze: Public Relations and the Media, writes that 36 of
the corporations that have funded the Wise Use movement in the '90s were Burson-
Marsteller clients in the 1980s. The Center for the Defense of Free Enterprise’s "Wise Use
Agenda" calls for immediate opening of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil
exploitation. The ANWR is adjacent to Exxon’s Prudhoe Bay oilfields (source of the crude
spilled at Valdez), and the company has long sought to expand their operations into this
pristine area. The Agenda also calls for turning operation of the National Parks over to Walt
Disney. Burson-Marsteller, hired by the Mexican government to plug NAFTA and currently
micro-managing every move of the Mexican regime’s public figures, is also a veteran of
image-doctoring for Babcock & Wilcox, builders of the failed Three Mile Island nuclear
reactor; AH Robbins, producers of the deadly Dalkon Shield IUD; Union Carbide in the
wake of the Bhopal disaster; and Hydro-Quebec, builders of the mammoth James Bay power
complex on northern Canada’s Cree Indian land.

The growing convergence of corporate power and radical-right cowboys in an
anti-environmental alliance can be seen in the overlapping connections of men such as
Gottlieb and Clausen. Gottlieb is a founder of such militia clearinghouse organizations as the
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep & Bear Arms and the Second Amendment
Foundation. He is also a member of the secretive Council for National Policy right-wing
think-tank, along with Ollie North, Pat Robinson, Richard Viguerie and Phyllis Schiafly.

Clausen’s radical-right connections are even spookier. He co-publishes Eco-Terrorism
Watch newsletter with one Rogelio A. Maduro, a veteran of editorial work for the Lyndon
LaRouche crypto-fascist empire. At an April 1994 speaking gig on countering the
eco-terrorist threat in Potlatch, Idaho, Clausen was scheduled to appear with Thomas Carter,
a veteran of security at the US embassy in San Salvador, and Dave Chatellier, a veteran of
the Pentagon’s elite anti-terrorist Delta Force who was recently featured in Soldier of Fortune
magazine. Following an outcry after a story in the Spokane Spokesman-Review, Clausen
dropped the two military vets from the speakers’ list, and appeared with his usual sidekick
Bob Taylor, who runs a security firm contracted by Northwest timber interests.
Environmentalists in the Northwest report an escalation of threats and harassment after the
Barry Clausen roadshow comes (o town.

RECEIVED FROM THE SHADOW’S E-MAIL SITE:

There Is growing evidence Dr. Theodore Kaczynski, the Unabomber, was
recruited by the CIA while a mathematics major at Harvard University. The
Unabomber did not mail any bombs in the U.S. between 1987-1¢
therefore, before his identification by the FBI, that agency speculated to
the press that he was in prison during those years. However, the New
York Times reported that according to the Harvard Alumni Bulletin, Dr.
Kaczynski’s official address In 1990 was in Afghanistan. The U.S.
government admitted during opening arguments in the trial of Shiek Omar
Abdel Rachman and his assoclates that the CIA recruited these men and
sent them to Afghanistan, where they were schooled in the art and
science of making bombs. Did the CIA send Dr. Kaczynski, (not knowing
he was the Unabomber) to Afghanistan to build bombs to be used

against the Invading Soviets, as in the cae of the blind Shiek?

--From George Smith
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