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DRUG WAR COMES HOME: 

BATILES TURN NEIGHBORHOOD 
INTO FREE-FIRE ZONE 

By Paul DeRienzo and Chris Flash 

The Lower East Side of Manhattan 

was recently jolted by two drug-related 

shootings, occurring within 48 hours of 
each other, leaving two people dead 

and a police officer possibly paralyzed. 
According to cops, tbe two dead men 

were both shot and killed by police 
when they allegedly pulled guns and 
fired at police who were trying to arrest 
them. But neighbors and family mem­
bers of Vincent Curto and Abe Rich­
ardson, the men killed in the shootings, 
say they can't accept the stories being 
told by the police as entirely true. 

In the first shooting, Police Officer 
Keith Prunty was one of several cops 
responding to an alleged robbery in pro­
gress on October 10 at the Lopez Deli, 
a known drug location at 272 East Third 
Street. This block has long been the 
center of a thriving dope trade, fueled 
o, the close proximity of a highway and 
numeroui; bridges and tunnels that fun­
nel heroin-chic suburbanites to the 
mean streets of lower Manhattan. 

272 East Third Street is the former 
site of the Living Theatre, the famous 
theatrical group that encourages audi­

ence participation in their performan­
ces. They were forced to leave two 
years ago when they were cited for 
various fire safety violations they could 
not afford to remove. The Lopez Deli 
took over the $3,000 per month space 
shortly afterward. Ty ically, the only 

businesses able to afford the astronomi­
cal commercial rents on the Lower East 
Side are those that sell heroin and co­
caine while posing as legitimate store­
fronts. 

According to SHADOW sources, 

Prunty and his partner Gerald Derby 
were driving in their patrol car when 
they were flagged down by a man who 
said the deli was being robbed. Prunty 
called for back-up and entered the 
store. The sources say that Prunty en­
tered the store first and encountered a 
suspect whom he began handcuffing, 
while Derby hung outside. When anoth­
er man emerged from the back .door, 
Derby and other cops arriving on the 
scene began wildly firing more than 30 
shots from their 9mm semi-automatic 
pistols. When the smoke cleared, Vin­

cent Curto, 33, was dead and Prunty 
had been hit twice, despite his wearing 
a bullet proof vest. 

In a surprise twist, the SHADOW 
has learned that Prunty was shot by his 
own partner, Officer Derby. All the 
other shots came from the officers' 
guns, including Prunty's. He managed to 
empty his gun of all 16 shots even after 
he had been shot. Police say another 
gun was recovered at the scene but had 
not been fired. 

P.O. DERBY (Rear, see arrow) + PRUNTY (Right, wHh club) 

ATTACKING ASTOR PLACE DEMONSTRATORS IN AUGUST 

SQUATTER VICTORY 
ON EAST 13TH STREET 

By Sarah Ferguson 

At a time when the Giuliani admin­
istration and the real estate lobby seem 
intent on stamping out the last vestiges 
of radical community on the Lower East 

Side, a State Supreme Court judge has 
ruled that squatters do in fact have 
standing before the law. In a closely 
worded 34-page decision, Justice Elliot 
Wilk ruled in October that the East 
13th Street Homesteader~, who took 
over a strip of four dilapidated tene­
ments 11 years ago, have the right to a 
trial to decide their claim to the buil­
dings. In doing so, Judge Wilk set a pre­
cedent by granting squatters the right to 
due process. Moreover, by ruling that 
the plaintiffs have a reasonable chance 

of prevailing in their claim of ownership 
to the buildings, Wilk went a long way 
toward delineating the conditions under 
which squatters may obtain property 
rights in New York State. 

"Never again will the city be able to 
simply say, 'Oh, squatters, throw them 
out, they have no rights,"' said radical 

defense attorney Stanley Cohen, who 
argued the case. "Those days are gone. 
The judiciary has been forced to take a 

position." 
Wilk's ruling opens the door for 

similar legal challenges by thousands of 
unauthorized tenants currently occupy­
ing city-held property. "It breaks the 
tide of recent conservative rulings by 
the higher courts that have basically 
denied squatters and other tenants due 
process rights all together," says 
Michael Deutsch, legal director of the 
Center for Constitutional Rights, which 
has filed a class action suit against the 
city to stop the use of police-powered 
evictions to circumvent housing court 

proceedings. 
Last May, the city mobilized over 

200 riot police and a vintage Korean 
War tank to vacate two of the East 13th 

Street squats, claiming they were in 
imminent danger of collapse (See SHA­

DOW # 36--Ed.). While Wilk's decision 
does not allow the squatters to reoccupy 
those buildings while· the case is under 

litigation, it does preclude the city 
from gutting the squats to make way for 
a low and moderate income housing 
project until the case is decided in 

court. 

"For me, personally, it means that 
the work that dozens of squatters and 

community supporters did has not been 
in vain," said Peter Spagnuolo, a poet 
turned part-time paralegal, who did 
much of the legal work for the case 
despite being ousted from his apartment 
at 541 East 13th. "Many of my friends in 
the squatter community who live in 
other buildings are watching this very 
carefully. It's their struggle, too." 

The city insists Wilk's decision will 
be overturned on appeal. But the Ap­
pellate Division won't even hear the 

case until January at the earliest, and it 
could be several months before they 
make a ruling. That means that the 
squatters, many of whom are living 
doubled up in the remaining two build­
ings, will still have homes on 13th Street 

for the winter. 
At a time when the Giuliani Admin­

istration is seeking to privatize thou­
sands of units of in rem property taken 
by the city for back taxes, the East 13th 
Street squatter case has become a ma­
jor thorn in its side. Wilk's ruling comes 
after more than a year of litigation and 

an unprecedented 12-week evidentiary 
hearing, in which dozens of squatters 
were called to testify on their ongoing 

presence in the buildings. 
Wilk also heard from city officials 

who testified that they not only knew 
about the squatters, but in some sense 
relied upon them to maintain the build­
ings. "With the knowledge and tacit 
approval of (the city)," Wilk wrote, the 
squatters "invested thousands of dollars 
and thousands of hours in sweat equity" 
and "improved the structural integrity of 
the 13th Street buildings and have rid a 
neighborhood of the scourge of drug 
dealers." 

By contrast, Wilk wrote that for 

more than 10 years prior to the squat­
ters moving in, the city "demonstrated 

no interest in preserving this housing 
stock" and had instead "knowingly per­
mitted it to deteriorate and to become a 
magnet for drug traffic, to the detriment 
of the surrounding neighborhood." He 
plainly rejected the claims of city ex­
perts who testified that the buildings 
were in danger of collapse, calling their 
testimony "tentative, inconsistent and 
unpersuasive," and going so far as to 

accuse one city engineer of lying. 
A clearly miffed Mayor Giuiiani 

dismissed Wilk's decision as "ideology 

run amok"--the opinions of a "renegade" 

who has "great sympathy for squatters." 
"The judge made the law up," Giuli­

ani said. "He's operating by some 
strange ideology that runs counter to 
1000 years of English and American 

property law." 
There's no doubt that Wilk--a former 

Legal Aid attorney who once defended 
the leader of the Attica prison uprising 
and who still keeps a portrait of Che 
Guevara hanging in his chambers--went 
out of his way to give the squatters a 
fair hearing. Last November, Wilk even 
accompanied city officials on a site 
inspection of the buildings. But he's 
also a well-respected judge who has pre­
sided over a number of high-profile 
cases, including Mia Farrow's custody 

battle with Woody Allen. 

See SQUATTER VICTORY On Page 4 
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WILLIAM MOSES KUNSTLER 
1919-1995 , 

Famed movement lawyer and activ­
ist William Kunstler died suddenly on 

September 4 of a heart attack, ·at the 

age of 76. 
Before the 1960s, Bill Kunstler was 

just another lawyer handling simple 

and uninteresting cases. With the 

emergence of the civil rights move­

ment in the 60s, Bill suddenly found 

his calling in life and plunged right in. 

Bill Kunstler could have easily fol­

lowed the paths of so many other law­
yers who choose their profession only 
to make millions at the expense of 
others. Unlike these legal parasites 

who don't give a damn about their 

clients unless they have money, Bill 
Kunstler took his cases personally, 

most of them on a pro-bono basis, 

meaning free. He believed in what he 

was .doing. He became part of the 
movements whose participants and 

organizers he defended. He got high 

with his clients, rejecting separating 

"professional" from "client." Their trials 
became his trials. Their defeats were 
his defeats. Their triumphs were his 

triumphs. 
Beside playing a major role in some 

of the most important trials and events 

of the past 30 years, from the civil 

rights movement to the Chicago Seven 

trial, to the Attica Uprising, to the 
World Trade Center bombing, Bill 

Kunstler was also a civil libertarian, 

loudly decrying the erosion of the Bill 
of Rights by the US government. He 
participated regularly at speaking 
events and public demonstrations 
where he would warn, educate and en­

tertain. Bill was also instrumental in 
setting up the Center for Constitutional 

Rights (CCR), which uses the law as a 

tool for social change, and he wrote 

several books on his experiences with 

the law. 

To the hatemongers; right wing 

conservatives and phony liberals who 

didn't like his choice of clients, Bill 
Kunstler was a "traitor'' or a "self-hating 
Jew.• But these assholes have always 

been the minority. Asked to describe 
Bill Kunstler, people attending his 
memorial on November 19. said: "he 

hated racism and acted against it"; "_he 

defended people who were defense­

less"; "he was a modern John Brown"; 
"a really good lawyer that loved his cli­

ents"; "always on the right side of the 
underdog"; "he was a movement"; "a 
rare combination of artist and techni­

cian in law"; "he had a poetic engage­

ment with life -- everything was sacred, 
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yet nothing was sacred at the same 

time•; "he saw the problem, tried to 

address it and never backed away 

from it." 
Bill Kunstler gave his all for his cli­

ents, whether they were society's most 
ordinary or most notorious accused 
criminals. Whatever else someone like 
John Gatti or the World Trade Center 

bombing defendants may or may not 

have been or done, they were entitled 

to a legal defense, if only for the ap­

pearance of living in a so-called de­

mocracy, even though the fix was in 

against them. The lawyer they chose 

was Bill Kunstler. 
But Bill Kunstler didn't just repre­

sent pariahs. One day, I found myself 

in the law office of Kunstler & Kuby. 

On the wall, in the middle of all the 
assorted awards, documents, photos 

and memorabilia, I noticed a small 

· plaque on which was attached a gold 
badge belonging to a police detective 
named Richard O'Prey. The inscription 

read: "William Moses Kunstler: Honor 

to a Good Man.• I asked Bill what-the 

·story was behind the badg~. 
He said that O'Prey was a cop who 

happened to like dancing. He liked 

dancing so much that he formed a 

troupe of dancing cops. The cops 
became popular and even toured the 

country. O'Prey's fellow officers con­
cluded that O'Prey must be a faggot 
and they treated him as such. Sudden­
ly, O'Prey found himself getting the 

worst assignments, being passed over 
for promotions, an_d on the receiving 
end of all sorts of anti-homosexual 

abuse from his department. 

Finally, O'Prey hired Bill Kunstler to 

sue the NYPD. After they won, O'Prey 

quit the police department that had 
treated him so shabbily and he gave 
Bill Kunstler his badge. Bill told me, "I 
wish I had his ·gun!" 

We at the SHADOW were honored 
to have had Bill Kunstler's participation 

and input in our paper. I was lucky to 

have known him to the small extent 

that I did. I never saw such a large di­
verse group of people coming togeth­

er to honor the memory of any one 

man as I did at the memorial for Bill, 

and I regret to think that I never will 
again. 

Bill Kunstler will live on in the hearts 

and minds of all those he affected, so 
he will never really be gone. Bill himself 
said, "Death is untrue if a life's work 
has been well-accomplished." 

-Chris Flash 
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THE BEST THOUSAND WORDS EVER 
WRITTEN ABOUT O.J. SIMPSON 

By A. Kronstadt 

If the OJ. Simpson spectacle has done nothing else, it has shown that Amerika is 

not a "society" in the traditional sense of the word. One can debate whether Amerika 

ever was a society, but it is hard to deny that as 1995 draws to a close it is less of a 

society than ever before. The OJ. trial has been a dipstick for this social degeneration; 

it doesn't say anything good about Amerika. 

If you agree with the OJ jury, you see the police as a klannish boys club with too 

much power. If the kops don't like you, they will jump over your wall without a warrant 

and sprinkle blood on your socks in an attempt to send you to prison for the rest of 

your life. After that, they will all tell the same lie in court to further their scam, because 

in order to remain a kop you must do what all the other kops do. The message from 

the OJ. jury is if you are a Black person, the kops will spare no expense to bring you to 

'your knees, even if you are an An;lerikan hero with the wealth of an aristocrat. In the 

minds of those twelve people, there is no reason to believe anything the kops say about 

a Black person, because the cops hate Black people and call them niggers about thirty 

times a day. The multiracial character of the OJ. jury also proves that it is not only 

Black people who view the situtation this way. Challenged to think long and hard about 

a specific case, white, Black and Asian jurors came to the same conclusions. 

On the other hand, if you do not agree with the OJ. jury, you will be lamenting that 

because juries refuse to believe the cops, certain individuals will now get away with 

heinous crimes. These will include crimes by men against women, perhaps extending to 

brutal murder of one's ex-wife with a sharp instrument. Racist bloodlust may be a 

reality, but what about patriarchal bloodlust? This is part of the reason for the so 
called "backlash" coming out of the OJ. case. Will women in Amerika come to agree 

with Brooklyn District Attorney Hynes' new tactic of asking potential jurors if they have 

been "stopped by the police," and excluding from jury duty those who answer in the 

affirmative? (New York Times, 10/11) Will they end up calling--along with California 

Governor and former Presidential hopeful Pete Wilson--for an end to the system that 

requires juries to rule unanimously: a system that would condemn people to the gas 
chamber by majority vote. 

It is difficult to say who is right in this situation, especially because there is no way of 

proving wlrether OJ. Simpson did o_r did not murder Nicole Simpson and Ronald 

Goldman. Nobody saw what happened except the murderer and two people who are 

now dead. Would you send a man to jail for the rest of his life on the testimony of a 

kop who tells a journalist, "the police are God"? Would you take anything for granted 

from a kop who admits to beating people up and planting evidence? Mark Fuhrman 
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THE SHADOW IS ON · 

THE WORLD WIDE WEB!! 
A fully Interactive electronic version 
of The SHADOW can be seen and 
cross-referenced with related sites 
and subjects on our own Internet 

site on the World Wide Web. 
We are constantly Improving, 

updating and adding more 
Information to our web site. Check ! 
us out and let us know what you , 

think. All feedback Is appreciated!! · 
Our World Wide Web address Is: 

http://Medlafilter.org/MFF /mfhome 
Our E-Mail address Is: 

SHADOW@MedlaFllter.org 

See OJ On Page 22 

COPY AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 
FIRST CLASS-$2.00/COPY, $15 FOR 10 ISSUES 

BULK RATE- $1 .00/COPY, $10 FOR 10 ISSUES 

CANAOA/MEXIC0-$2.00/COPY BY AIR 

FOREIGN-$2.00/COPY BY SEA 

*PLEASE SPECIFY METHOD OF DELIVERY WHEN ORDERING 
COPIES OR SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

(FIRST CLASS + AIR MAIL IS MUCH FASTER) 

THE SHADOW IS 50 CENTS LOCALLY, $1 .00 OUTSIDE NEW 

YORK CllY, AND $2.00 FOR PIGS EVERYWHERE. 

(*PLEASE DO NOT REQUEST At-!_ ISSUE WITHOUT SENDING 

US PAYMENT FIRST!!) 

BACK ISSUES AND BULK ORDERS: A COMPLETE 

LIST OF SHADOW BACK ISSUES CAN BE HAD FOR A SELF· 

ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE OR TWO STAMPS. THE 

SHADOW AND ALL PUBLICATIONS BY SHADOW PRESS ARE 

AVAILABLE IN BULK FOR WHOLESALERS AND RETAILERS. 

PLEASE INQUIRE FOR SPECIAL PRICES AND TERMS. 

PRISONER SUBSCRIPTIONS: THE SHADOW IS FREE 

FOR ALL PRISONERS. IF YOU ARE IMPRISONED, YOU CAN 

RECEIVE THE SHADOW FREE UPON REQUEST. WE ONLY 

REQUIRE THAT YOU GIVE US YOUR RELEASE DATE AND 

CONTACT US AT LEAST EVERY 2 MONTHS SO THAT WE 

KNOW YOU ARE GETTING YOUR SHADOWS. IF YOU DO NOT 

KEEP IN TOUCH, WE MAY REMOVE YOUR NAME FROM OUR 

MAILING LIST. RATHER THAN SEND SEVERAL SHADOWS TO 

THE SAME PLACE, WE HOPE YOU WILL PASS THEM ON TO 

FELLOW PRISONERS. PLEASE ADVISE US IF YOU ARE 

TRANSFERRED SO WE CAN SEND YOUR SHADOWS.•THE 

PRISON PIGS DEFINITELY WON"T FORWARD THEM TO YOU!! 

WE WILL NEED YOUR OLD ADDRESS AS WELL AS YOUR 

NEW ONE. IF YOU GET RELEASED, PLEASE DON"T ASK US 

TO CONTINUE YOUR FREE SUB UNLESS YOU SEND US 

S;QME MONEY. SUPPORT YOUR FELLOW PRISONERS!! 

EVERYTHING APPEARING IN THE SHADOW MAY BE USED 

FOR ANY INFORMATIVE PURPOSE. WE REQUEST CREDIT 

FOR ANYTHING REPRINTED FROM THE SHADOW. WE WILL 

GLADLY TRADE ISSUES AND SUBS WITH OTHER POLmCAL 

+ SUBVERSIVE PUBLICATIONS. PLEASE TURN US ON!I 

SHADOW ADVERTISING _RATES: 
SUBVERTISEMENTS-10 CENTS PER WORD, ($1 .00 MINIMUM) 

BUSINESS CARD SIZE--$15.00 

LARGER ADS--(YOUR ARTWORK + LAYOUT OR OURS): 

1/8 PAGE (2½"x7½" or 5"x3.75")-$30.00 

1/4 PAGE (2½'x15" or 5'x7.½" or 10'x3.75")-$50.00 

1/2 PAGE (5"x15" or 10'x7½")-$1 00.00 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR LONG TERM ADS·· 

PLEASE INQUIRE FOR MORE DETAILS. 

FREE AD SPACE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR CERTAIN 

NON:PROFIT GROUPS AS SPACE ALLOWS. 

("PLEASE DO NOT EXPECT US TO RUN YOUR AD WITHOUT 

PAYMENT UNLESS WE HAVE AGREED TO FIRST.) 

DISCOUNTS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR CERTAIN PROFIT· 

MAKING GROUPS. PLEASE INQUIRE. 

WE PREFER CASH, BUT CAN ACCEPT CHECKS OR MONEY 

ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO 'SHADOW PRESS.• ANY AND 

ALL DONATIONS ARE MUCH NEEDED AND WILL BE 

~ APPRECIATED!! 

PLEASE SEND ADS AND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

SHADOW PRESS, P.O.BOX 20298, NEW YORK, NY 10009. 

OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS IS: Shadow@MediaFilter.org 

OUR WORLD WIDE WEB SITE ADDRESS IS: 

http://MediaFilter.org/MFF/mfhome 

OUR 24 HOUR PHONE NUMBER IS: (212) 83H 181 



1 ··~-

THOUS ANDS GATHER AT 
BILL KUNSTLER MEMORIAL 

By Chris Flash 

• ... I saw the government using crlmlnal tactics In the name of justlce ... l witnessed 
the government systematically destroy Individuals who opposed or threatened 
lt ... l remain convinced that justice often falls In America ... ! feel privileged to have 
lived In critical periods In this country's history and to have played a small part In 
some of Its noteworthy events. I would like to be remembered as someone who 
did what I wanted to do with my life, who did It with some 9ther end In view than 
the mere acquisition of tangible material goods, who had soine effect on the lives 
of people that I touched, and who contributed In some way or another to the 
holding on of whatever rights and liberties that are st111 available to Americans.• -
WIiiiam Moses Kunstler 

More than three thousand mourners, 
friends, relatives, clients and admirers 
gathered at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine on November 19 for a me­
morial dedicated to the life of Bill 
Kunstler. 

The multi-racial audience consisted 
of people of all ages, from all walks of 
life, from all over the country. They 
included former clients whom Bill bad 
represented and sometimes saved from 
going to jail: former Black Panthers, 
Panther 21 defendants, a woman who 
sung for change in Grand Central Sta­
tion, a man who got a year for one 
marijuana joint and later received a 
governor's pardon, and even columnist 
Juan Gonzalez, who was arrested during 

a student take-over at Columbia Uni­

versity in 1969. Others included activists 
and lawyers who chose their path be­

cause of Bill's influence and others were 
just plain admirers. One of them said 
that Bill was not a lawyer, "be was a 
great human being who just happened 
to practice law." 

Inside, Bill's wife Margaret Ratner 
said "Bill didn't want a funeral ," so she 
announced that the evening would be "a 

jJACK DAWKINS 

selection of the things Bill liked." What 
followed were a combination of testimo­

nials, recollections and celebrations of 
Bill's life as a movement lawyer. 

The service began with an Indian 
drum circle followed by an appearance 
by Clyde Bellecourt, founder and Na­
tional Director of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM). Bellecourt told of 
Bill's efforts on behalf of AIM members 
who bad been framed after an FBI 
agent was shot during a 1973 confron­
tation between the feds and AIM mem­

bers at the Sioux reservation at 
Wounded Knee. Bellecourt said that 
Bill had been given the Indian name 

"Wombly Kibajwe" (Soaring Eagle, or 

eagle that watches over you) by the 
tribal chiefs. 

Besides his wife Margaret, other 
members of Bill's family appeared, 
including bis daughters Sarah and 
Emily, both of whom read poems, bis 

grandchildren and his daughters from a 

previous marriage. 
Bill's fellow activist attorneys Arthur 

Kinoy, Michael Ratner, Elizabeth Fink 
and Ron Kuby related their experiences 
with Bill. ·Kinoy, a co-founder of the 

SARAH J(UNSTLER, BETTY SHABAZZ, AND RON KUBY 
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Center for Constitutional Rights, told of 
the legal method be and Bill pioneered 
during the civil rights struggle in the 
1960s by which they were able to get 
cases against arrested civil rights 

workers removed from state kangaroo 
courts to the federal courts where they 

could gain acquittals; Ratner read an 
epitaph that Bill wrote for himself in 

1992; Fink described cases she and Bill 

worked on together; Ron Kuby said, 
"William Kunstler was my teacher, my 
law partner, my friend." Kuby is 
continuing the work be and Bill did 
together in their law fi rm. 

Special taped testimonials came from 
political prisoners Mumia Abu-Jamal 
and Leonard Peltier. Mumia, facing 

death after being framed for killing a 
Philadelphia police officer, said "A look 

at the extraordinary life of William 

Moses Kunstler is like a roll call of 

radical American history during the 20th 

century ... Cases that seemed impossible 
yielded to the counselor, a warrior 
whose weapons were words ... " The 
audience responded with shouts of 
"Free Mumia!!" Peltier, serving a life 
sentence after being framed in the 

death of an FBI agent during Wounded 

Allen Ginsberg, who read bis latest 
poem "Ballad of the Skeletons"; actor 

Danny Glover, who read "Dream of 
Freedom" by Langston Hughes; news­
paper columnist Jimmy Breslin, who 

said "Dying is no big deal. The least of 

us can manage that. It's bow you live. 

William Kunstler lived with a seering 
energy, a love of right and a dislike of 
wrong." 

Most inspirational was poet, writer 
and political activist Amiri Baraka. He 
said "Bill stood up against the great 
behemoth of ugly, namely the US 

government, its corrupt and racist 

judicial system, and its American as 
apple pie gestapo police, FBI, qA, 
DEA. .. Bill Kunstler was a law artist, but 

be was also a soldier ... The Kunstler, the 

law artist, the soldier, the law Kuns-
tler ... Everyone who understands the 
world and wants to change it, will miss 
Bill." 

The service ended as it began, with 
an Indian drum circle and ceremony in 

which everyone close to Bill was invited 
to join them onstage. The stage was 
quickly filled. 

(Special thanks to Karen Ranucci) 

RICHIE HAVENS SINGS AT KUNSTLER MEMORIAL 

Knee, said, "This is not a good-bye, but 

'I will see you later."' 
Veteran political activists David 

Dellinger and Angela Davis also ap­

peared. Dellinger, a anti-war activist 

defendant of Bill's in the Chicago Seven 

Trial of 1968, recalled that the last time 
be bad seen Bill was at a meeting to get 
Leonard Peltier freed. "Just before bis 
death, be discussed the need for a large­
scale civil disobedience campaign for 
March 19 and 20 in Washington, DC ... 
then continue in Chicago at the 1996 
Democratic Convention in August 
1996." Dellinger also recounted Bill's 

experience of being sentenced by Judge 
Julius Hoffman for contempt of court in 

the Chicago Seven Trial. Angela Davis, 
who met Bill while she was in jail in the 

early 70s on trumped-up charges related 
to a California courtroom shootout (on 
which she was later acquitted) is now a 
professor at Vassar College. She read 
an excerpt from Bill's autobiography 
about the Attica Uprising of 1971. 

Several artists performed the differ­
ent types of music that Bill liked. Ber­
nice Johnson Reagon sung a soulful 
ballad; Bill's neighbor Alice Playton 
sung a ·eo1e Porter song; The Boys 

Choir of Harlem sang "Amazing Grace"; 
Lenna Strompolos sung "I live for art, I 
live for love," Bill's favorite aria. The 
star performers of the evening were 
Richie Havens, who sang Quicksilver's 
"Wbatcba gonna do about me?'' and 
Patti Smith, who sang "Lost in the 
Stars." 

Other celebrity performers included 
Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee; beat poet 
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LIVE! 

In what was to be his last public 

performance, the unique and flamboyant 

civil rights lawyer made his debut as a 

professional humorist This extraordinary 

tape demonstrates that behind the legal 

pyrotechnics, the intense dedication to civil 

~berties, and the unswerving defense of the 

underdog was a powerful, poetic and 

d isanning sense of humor. 

56:00 minutes VHS 

To order send a check for $19.95 + $4.00 

shipping and handling (NYS residents add $1 .85 

sales tax) to: Kunstler Live, 124 Washington Place, 

NY, NY 10014 or call 212-243-4804 for more 

Information. 

A videotape of the celebration of Bill's Nie that was 

held at St John the Divine on November 19, 1995 

Is currently availeble. W you would like to receive a 

copy, send a check or money order for $19.95 

plus $4.50 to cover shipping and handling to: 

W.M.K. Fund for Racial Justice, Center for 

Constitutional Rights, 666 Broadway, New York, 

NY 10012. 



' t 
I 
~ 
~ 
f 
I 
t 
i 

! 

_,-. 

..,., 

♦ 

-----

.... 

--:.C 

SHADOW #37--(JANUARY 1995)--PAGE 4 

SQl:ATTER VICTORY --~ .. """""£"•-· -

Continued From Page 1 

His ruling was hardly the rhetoric­

!ade n op1mon the ci ty is making it out 

to be. The bulk of his decision rests on 

the body of case law surrounding ad­
verse possession, a ·legal doctrine that 

dates back to English common law. It 
holds that if a person maintains continu­

ous control over someone else 's proper­

ty for over 10 years with the knowledge 

and acquiescence of the owner, he or 

she has a legal right to that property. 

In New York, courts have tradition­
ally held that one cannot claim adverse 

possession against the state. But Wilk 

distinguished between cases where the 

state holds land for general uses such as 
parks and waterfront access, and this 
case, where the city intends to turn over 

the buildings to a non-profit corporation 
whose funders will have proprietary 
shares in the property. 

The proposed D. Collazo project is 

sponsored by the Lower East Side Co­

alition Housing Development (LES­

CHD)--a non-profit group formerly 

headed by avowed squatter-hater Anto­

nio Pagan, city councilman for the Low­

er East Side. Most of the money for the 

proposed $4 million rehab would come 

from corporate investors who receive 
substantial tax breaks plus a share on 

the profits if and when the E. 13th 
Street properties are sold. (See SHA­

DOWS #34 + #35 for more--Ed.) 

13TH STREET SQUATTER'S ROW, MAY 1995 

Wilk also distinguished the 13th 
Street squatters from recent cases like 

Paulino v. Wright. In that case, regard­

ing a group of squatters in Washington 

Heights, the Appellate Division issued a 

broadly worded ruling stating that squat­

ters have no standing before the law 
whatsoever. But in Paulino, the squat­

ters had occupied the buildings for less 
than two months, and though they had 
made extensive repairs to the buildings, 
they did not document their work 

through licensed experts. By contrast, 
the 13th Street squatters were able to 

demonstrate that the city actually coop­

erated with them by issuing permits for 

water and electrical services, and even 
granted them an award for the Green 

Thumb garden they planted in an empty 

lot on the block. 
Wilk seemed generally impressed by 

the ingenuity 11nd expertise of the squat­
ters in renovating the buildings. At one 

point, he even validated the art of 

dumpster diving, writing that "Because 
the residents often shopped in trash 
bins for discarded but serviceable sup­

plies, the dollar amount of their expen­

ditures does not accurately represent 
the more significant amount of their 

contributions." 

City lawyers characterized Wilk's 

argument as "weak" and said they would 
appeal based on their contention that 

he wrongly applied the standard of ad­
verse possession to people who had ori­

ginally entered properties illegally. "No 
case law in New York has done that," 

said Leonard Koerner, Chief Assistant 

Corporation Counsel for the city. But 

privately, both City Hall and the real 
estate community are worried about the 

fallout this case could have on develop­

ment plans citywide. "If this decision i9 

upheld, we would have to make sure we 
kick out every squatter before they've 
been there 10 years," Koerner acknow­

ledged. "Otherwise, it's saying they 

would have some (litigatable) right to 
the property." 

As Joel Marcus, a Manhattan real 

estate lawyer, told the Associated Press, 

"It sends shivers down the backs of 
people with property and it could chill 

lenders" from investing in renovations of 

empty buildings. The very notion of 

adverse possession; he said, "is a dan­
gerous doctrine in an urban environ­
ment." 

Even if the Appellate Division re­

jects Wilk's interpretation of adverse 
possession, Wilk's decision offers yet 
another feather in the squatters' cap: 

the use of self-help. Recent Appellate 

Division rulings have reaffirmed the 
city's right to evict squatters without 

legal process, using the common law 

principle of "peaceable self-help." But in 

those cases, the Appellate Division 

made its determinations after the squat­

ters had already been evicted. "This 
case is unusual," Wilk wrote, "beeause it 
requires the courts to predict whether 
the city's administration of self-help will 

be peaceful." And based on past experi­

ence--the tank-powered eviction of May 

30 or the violent clash of July 4, when 
riot cops stormed the block after the 
squatters reoccupied the buildings, re­
sulting in dozens of arrests of bystanders 
and more than 30 complaints of police 
violence--the notion of a peaceful evic­

tion on the Lower East Side seems 

highly unlikely. 

This case comes at a time of growing 
unrest in the community. Beyond the 

squats, many of the community gardens 

on the Lower East Side are under 

threat of eviction, along with cultural 
spaces like ABC No Rio and the Gas 
Station sculpture garden on Second 
Street and Avenue B. As a result, the 
squatters are gaining allies from unex­
pec_ted quarters. On October 27, the 

squatters were welcomed at a protest 

march led a neighborhood church and 

the family of a young black man who 
was gunned down by police during a 

buy and bust operation on East Sixth 
Street. 

While the more conservative Appel­
late Division may side with the city, 
with further appeals, Stanley Cohen 

predicts the squatters could hang up the 
case in the courts for another four or 
five years. "We don't want it to take 

that long. We dare Rudy Giuliani to 

drop the appeal and let this case go to 
trial." 

Sitting on his stoop at 537 East 13th 

Street, below a giant "Victory" banner, 

K.C., a 39-year-old electrician, watched 

as police once again began barricading 
the block against potential disturbances 

in the aftermath of Wilk's ruling. "If you 

get twelve people on a jury and you sit 

'em down and you show them how we 
fixed these buildings as best as we could 
and the city's spending millions of ddl• 

lars for this," he said, gesturing to the 

mobile command post and the police 

truck with the high-powered spotlight 

that has been aimed at his building 
since last May. "With all these cops and 

the city jerking around with people's tax 

dollars, I guarantee you that a jury 

would side with us." 

Ironically, the real threat to the city's 

redevelopment plans for 13th Street 
may not be social unrest or radical legal 
maneuvering but Rudy's Republican 

friends in Congress. The House of Rep­
resentatives just passed a bill to elimi­
nate the low-income tax credits-that are 
the primary source of funding for both 

the Collazo housing project on East 

13th Street and virtually all low and 

moderate income development currently 

in the city. 

Whatever the ultimate legal ramifica­

tions of Wilk's ruljng,the squatters know 
they have won a moral victory. As word 
spread of their legal coup, celebration 
parties broke out at Blackout Books on 

Avenue Band ABC No Rio on Riving­
ton Street, where squatters had just 

succeeded in getting yet another evic­
tion order thrown out of the courts. 

"We're freaks. We're people who live 
how we want to live, and we're always 

gonna be here. They're never gonna get 

us out," predicted Cheese, a dread­

locked metal forger/maintenance man, 
who gained national notoriety by goose­

stepping satirically on the roof of his 
former home at 545 East 13th Street 
during the May 30 police raid. Since 
then, Cheese has been living doubled up 
at 539 East 13th Street, one of the two 

still-occupied squats under litigation. 
But the night of Wilk's ruling found him 
around the corner, sipping on a celebra­

tory pint of Guinness at Mona's Bar on 

Avenue B as the 1V news recycled 

footage of the near-epic clashes of last 
summer. "We're like O.J.,11 he said. "The· 

glove's never gonna fit." 

GEORGE BUSH: TIIE SUPER-SPY 
DRUG-SMUGGLING PRESIDENT 
Featuring Everything You've Always Wanted To Know 
About George Bush, But Were Too Disgusted To Ask!! 

By BIii Weinberg 
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Avallable at your local hip bookseller, 
or-send ss~oo ·(plus $1.00 postage) to: 

SHADOW PRESS . 
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SQUATTERS WIN ROUND ONE 
IN COURT CASE 

By Pe1er Spagnuolo 
More than a full year since a coali­

tion of squatters from East 13th Street 

entered State Supreme Court, they 

have cleared the first hurdle towards a 

hoped-for victory. On October 26, 

Judge Elliott Wilk granted the prelimi­

nary injunction the squatters sought 
against the City of New York, the En­
terprise Foundation and the real-estate 
company Lower East Side Coalition 

Housing Development, effectively stop­

ping the $5 million Dora Collazo Plaza 

Project dead in its tracks. As Plaintiffs 
bringing suit against the City and its 

funder/developers, the 13th Street 

squatters undertook last spring and 

summer the challenge of a 14-week 
evidentiary hearing to tell their ten-year 

story of autonomous self-help housing. 

Having resoundingly won that hearing 

with Wilk 's 34-page ruling, the squat­
ters are now bracing for the inevitable 

round of appeals to follow. 
The evidentiary hearing before 

Judge Wilk produced a 4,500 page 
manuscript, heard sworn testimony 

from some fifty-plus witnesses, and 

saw dozens of exhibits entered into 

evidence. Under the skilled trial court 

representation of co-counsel Stanley 

Cohen, the squatters' case was never 

less than compelling, knocking the City 
for a standing eight count from the , 
earliest days of the proceedings. Their 
confidence -in their own case, not· to 

mention their good faith in the court 
proceedings and· the likelihood of their 
ultimately prevailing, were completely 
undermined by vacate orders issued in 

mid-proceedings by the Buildings 

Department against two of the four 
squatted buildings for alleged safety 
violations. Scorning the City's attempts 

to circumvent the hearings and empty 

the buildings by extra-judicial means, 
and characterizing the City's witnesses 
as "tentative, inconsistent, and unper­
suasive," Judge Wilk pointed out in his 
ultimate ruling that the vacate strategy 
hurt significantly "the credibility of re­

spondents in the underlying litigation." 
But on the lips of every squatter 

following the case is the question of 
what will happen next. First, the 13th 

Street squatters ejected by the tank­

powered eviction on May 30 will not be 

restored to their homes by the power 

of this ruling. The legality of the City's 

vacate order, which the City appealed 
to the higher court after Judge Wilk 
struck it down, will not be decided until 
the Appellate Division finishes deliber­
ating sometime in the coming weeks. 

What the preliminary injunction does 
achieve is perhaps more important in 

the _long run, both to the 13th Street 

squatters and to their comrades in 

buildings throughout the neighbor­

hood. For the first time in contempo­

rary New York City legal history, squat­

ters have been recogniz~d as having 
standing before the law. Their claims 
to title through adverse possession 
must be considered based on the 

facts. The City is not immune to such 

claims merely because it says it has 
held thousands of buildings in the 

poorest neighborhoods vacant for fif­

teen years "fo'r the public good." 

In civil litigation with as far-reaching 

a potential impact as this case has, the 

stakes are high and the game is long. 

While Wilk's decision resoundingly 

finds in favor of the squatters, affirming 
that their underlying claims of title have 
a likelihood of succeeding on their 

legal merits, the squatters must now 

take their fight to the Appellate Divi­
sion. The City has already appealed 

Wilk 's ruling, putting the case on the 

court calendar for the last week in 

March 1996. At the Appellate level, no 

witnesses or evidence are presented. 

Rather, the five-judge panel acts only 

on the record they receive from the 

trial court, with briefs and oral argu­
ments by both sides. 

In this respect, the squatters and 

their counsel have guarded optimism. 
"Where are we now? I like to think of it 

this way: we've got the full-court press 

on, and their guards have tired legs," 

says Cohen. "Whatever the City may 

say, they have to get past the reality 
that Wilk 's ruling is very narrow and 

factually-based -- he heard the wit­

nesses and the evidence, and he ruled 

strictly on the record before him. 
There's no rhetoric or fat in this ruling." 

Paul Crotty, Coporation Counsel for 
the City of New York, sees it another 
way. He says the facts presented were 
tl:)e wrong ones and that Wilk misinter­

preted the law. In the City's rush to 

condemn Judge Wilk on the day of the 

verdict, they pulled out all the stops, 

putting HPD Commissioner Deborah 

Wright, Crotty, Assistant Counsel Allan 

Krams and Mayor Rudy f'Tanks for the 

Memories") Giuliani before the local 

media 

Wright derided Wilk for getting all 

the facts wrong, though she never set 
foot in the courtroom herself during 
the three months of testimony. Crotty 
and Krams mouthed the party line 
about municipal government's immuni­
ty to claims of adverse possession (a 

legal point specifically countered by 

existing case law in Wilk's ruling). The 

mayor fumed about "a thousand years 
of-legal tradition going out the win­

dow," calling Wilk an "idealogue," and 
engaging in fortune-telling by an­
nouncing that "the higher court will 
overturn this bad decision," as if he 
intends to personally make sure this 

happens. 
Meanwhile, in a favorite squatter 

watering-hole on Avenue B, dozens of 

13th Street squatters and their sup­

porters from other houses in the Lower 

East Side self-help housing movement 
gathered to celebrate while several 

remote TV news trucks set up only a 

few yards away at the corner of 13th 

and Ave. B for their live 11 :00 news 

stand-ups. As each newscaster an­

nounced the verdict, cheers went up. 

When pre-taped interviews with the 
major players came on, the crowd 
hailed the heroes and howled at the 

villains. 
They shouted· a lusty chorus of 

,;Collaborator!!" at the face of John 

("The Communist") Potak, the self-de­

clared "Class War (dis)Organizer'' and 

noted media whore, who inexplicably 

withdrew his own 13th Street squat 

from the lawsuit against the City and 

. then spent the next year attacking the 

other squatters-in their case, yet now 
claimed "victory" on behalf of all squat­
ters. 

-As each toady reporteraid their 

cookie-cutter reports outside, different 
squatters would run from the bar and 

i,ijmP into the shot, mussing the report­
er's hair and seizing the mediated mo­

ment: The joyous atmosphere contin­

ued all night. There would be time later 
for the sober realizations that the 

squatters' case for title still has far to 

go, and that the need for new, practi­

cal strategies, both in the courts and in 
the streets, remains undiminished. But 
for the moment, this was their happy 
hour. 

[Author 's Note: A copy of Wilk's ruling 

on the case can be obtained at Black­

out Books and Info Shop at 50 Avenue 

B, near East 4th St.] 
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ABC COMMUNITY CEfflR 
FIGHTS FOR SURVIVAL!! 

By Steven Wishnia 
ABC No Rio--the Lower East Side's 

unique do-it-yourself space for punk 

rock, painting, and poetry--is facing _ 

eviction under a low-income housing 
scheme similar to the one slated for the 

East 13th Street squats. _ 

The city Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development (HPD), 
which rented the four-story building at 
156 Rivington Street to an artists' col­

lective in 1980, has terminated their 

lease and moved to turn the building 
over to Asian-Americans for Equality 

(AAFE), a local nonprofit organization, 

to be renovated for three low-income 

apartments. ABC supporters believe 
that HPD wants to evict them in retalia­

tion for their ties to local squatters 

and that the city pressured AAFE to 
take the building. 

HPD is trying to expedite the plan 
by having the City Council declare it an 

accelerated "Urban Development Ac­

tion Area Project" (UDAP). That desig­
nation--also used to take the 13th Street 

squats in 1994--would allow the city to 

bypass normal public hearings on the 

grounds that ABC No Rio is "blighted," 

impairing property values in the area 

and contributing "to the spread of 

crime, juvenile delinquency and dis­

ease." In November, a City Council 
land-use subcommittee delayed its deci­

sion on the measure until December 6 
after hearing testimony from ABC 

workers and supporters. 
"To kick out a world-renowned arts 

collective for three units of low-income 

housing is ridiculous," ABC volunteer 

Shawnee Alexandri told the committee. 
Negotiations between ABC and 

AAFE are still going on, mediated by 
Borough President Ruth Messinger's 
office, but have been stalled by the 
issue of rent. AAFE want& $1,400 a 
month for t_he space, more than four 

times what ABC is paying now. It also 
wants ABC to relocate for 12 to 18 
months while the building is being reno­

vated, to pay for the renovations on its 

space, and AAFE is demanding that the 

ABC-related homesteaders living in the 
building's three apartments leave. A 

1992 HPD survey found that standard 

rents for similar storefronts in the area 

were $600 to $650, according to ABC's 

lawyer, Jackie Bukowski; ABC offered 
to pay $500. 

An AAFE spokesperson said their 
group was "very interested in getting our 
side of the story out," but director 
Christopher Kui did not return phone 

calls from the SHADOW. 
ABC was born in 1980, after a group 

of artists occupied an abandoned build­
ing on Delancey Street for an exhibit 

called the "Real Estate Show," protest­

ing the impending tide of gentrification 

and homelessness. HPD leased them 
156 Rivington Street in exchange for 
their leaving the Delancey Street build­
ing. Through the '80s, ABC was an al­

ternative to the yuppie-gallery h~~qe for 
local artists such as Jenny Holzer. As a 

newer ·group took it over in the early 

'90s, ABC became one of the country's 

foremost do-it-yourself punk spaces-­

perhaps second only to Gilman Street in 

Berkeley--presenting touring punk bands 

like Bikini Kill and Jawbreaker and 

local favorites like Huasipungo, Black 
Rain, and Ricanstruction. ABC refuses 

to book racist, sexist or homophobic 
bands and is the only regular, nonprofit, 

genuinely all-ages punk venue in the 
city. 

The space also hosts weekly poetry 

readings, children's art classes, and the 

New York branch of Food Not Bombs, 
which ABC secretary Amanda Trevins 

says provides food to 50-70 people 

ev~IY, Satu_~~ay_ and, Sunday. In .the last 

six months, it has put on two big art 
exhibits ("The Art of Eviction," featuring 

squatters' works, and "Under Siege"), a 

performance by jazz bassist Eddie Go­

mez, and a reading by Allen Ginsberg. 
The group's relationship with HPD 

has been "stormy," says former director 

Steve Englander. It was on rent strike 

for nearly five years, he says, with a 

tentative out-of-court settlement 

reached in late 1993. Under those stipu­

lations, which neither party ever signed, 

ABC members agreed to move out of 

the apartments and p~y $2,000 in back 

rent; HPD agreed to make repairs and 

forgive about $10,000 in back rent. ABC 

members say HPD never made the re­
pairs and stopped depositing their rent 
checks in October 1994--just when it 

was starting arrangements to sell AAFE 

the building. HPD spokesperson Cas­
sandra Vernon told the SHADOW she 

couldn't comment on the case. 

ABC says the city never notified 

them of its plans. Vernon says it didn't 

have to, because ABC was a commer­

cial tenant with a month-to-month lease 

that could be terminated any time. HPD 

offered several alternative sites in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn, which ABC re­

jected on the grounds that they were 
too isolated. ABC also says it wrote to 

HPD at least three times about buying 
the building and never got any response 

ABC members moved back into the 
.apartments last fall, believing that it 

would be harder for the city to evict an • 

occupied building. In initial negotiations 

with AAFE, they agreed to move out if 
ABC could keep the performance 

space. This strategy angered some 

homesteaders, who after the 13th Street 

invasion believe that no squatter should 
give up their home except at gunpoint. 
Jackie Bukowski--who also co-represents 
the 13th Street squatters--says they 

accepted leaving because ABC has "no 
case" for adverse possession. If the 

negotiations fail, they plan to stay. 

Questions remain about whether 

HPD pressured AAFE to take the 
building. AAFE has a reputation for not 

wanting to get involved in projects that 

require evicting people. Amanda Tre­

vins says an AAFE negotiator told her 
in May that HPD wouldn't give AAFE 

161 Allen Street, the building they want­

ed, unless they took 156 Rivington 
Street as well. Both HPD and a source 
close to the negotiations discount this 
argument, saying that ABC's building 

was included because AAFE's project 

needed at least 15 to 20 apartments to 
qualify for Enterprise Foundation fund­

ing. The Allen Street building only has 

13. 

Steve Englander says AAFE "acted 

as if they didn't know ABC was here" 

when he first called them about ihe 

plan in April 1995, four months after 

HPD told th.em they were getting the 
building. 

"I find it hard to believe that AAFE 
wouldn't walk over and look, at the 

buildings for four or five months," he 
adds. "If AAFE had been honest and 

J\BC had gotten a good deal, I would 

have been comfortable relating that 

case to the people who lived there. Now 

that we know they've been lying to us, I 

can't in good conscience ask people to 

give up their places." 
· - HPD has attempted to serve eviction 

papers and plans to vacate the building. 
Vernon calls the allegation that HPD is 
ousting ABC for its support of squatters 

"unfair," saying that they've been "unco­
operative" tenants. Bukowski says she 

has "no doubt" politics are involved. If 

. HPD presses for an eviction, she adds, 

"the city using its power to shut down 
·critical speech" would be one ground for 

a lawsuit to block it. 
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DRUG WAR COMES HOME . . 

Continued From Page 1 

At first, police said that no drugs 

were involved in the robbery, but they 
later reported that 50 bags of Knockout 

brand heroin were found and that Curto 
may have been a robber looking for 
drugs as well as money. However, 
friends and family members insist he 
had no involvement with drugs. 

Only two months before getting shot 
by his partner, Prunty, along with Der­
by, joined dozens of 9th precinct cops in 
Astor Place· on August 12 to attack de­

monstrators who we.r_e demanding free­

dom for political prfsoner Mumia Abu­
Jamal. Prunty was especially vicious, 

singling out and clubbing photographers 
trying to record the excessive police 
force used on the non-violent demon­
strators . 

The second shoot-out occurred just 
two days later, on Sixth Street, near 
FDR Drive, as police were carrying out 
a "buy and bust" operation to arrest 

drug dealers. 
Police say 22-year -old Abraham 

Richardson was one of several dealers 

being arrested, but witnesses told the 
SHADOW that Richardson was watch­
ing from across the street. According to 
the police account, Richardson fled on 
foot, and during the chase he turned 
and fi red a round in the direction of the 
cops, not hitting anyone. The chase 
ended in a hail of gunfi re just a few fee t 
from Richardson's home in the Lillian 
Wald housing projects. 

Other witnesses confirm that Rich­
ardson shot at the cops, but they also 
say he was on a bicycle and fired just to 
frighten the police. In the past, a shot 
fired in the air by a fleeing suspect has 
prompted inexperienced rookie cops to 
stop chasing them and call for reinforce­
ments, allowing the suspect time to get 
away. But this time, witnesses told the 
SHADOW, back-up officers were al­
ready on the scene. 

Police fired at least 50 shots and 
kept fi ring even after Richardson had 
fallen wounded from his bicycle. Ob­

servers say the adrenaline rush of the 

shoot-out combined with the semi-auto­

matic weapons used by police contribut­
ed to the rain of bullets aimed in the 
direction of nearby apartment house 
windows. 

After the shooting, riot cops sudden­
ly flooded the neighborhood, with police 
helicopters buzzing the tenements of the 
Lower East Side as they had during last 
spring's attempt by police to evict over 
100 squatters from the same communi­

ty. Several people were arrested as the 
police advanced behind riot shields. The 

disturbance began as police tried to 
restrain the victim's sister, Terri Rich­

'ardson, who was prevented from seeing 
her brother's body as it lay on the street . 
just a few feet from his home. After­
ward, crime scene experts swiftly 
scoured the area, removing every bullet 
and fragment they could find from the 
ground and nearby trees. 

Are you a 

Later, after everything had calmed 

down, riot cops returned, randomly 

chasing and clubbing people. Angry 

residents responded with a mini-riot, 
trashing cop cars and injuring a few riot 
cops. 

The next day, evidence of the shoot­
ing, including Richardson's blood, could 
be seen everywhere. Witnesses told the 

SHADOW that the Richardson shooting 
was "payback" for the Lopez Deli shoot­
out days before. 

At a protest march organized by 
community members and friends of 

Richardson on October 27. civil rights 

activist Al Sharpton expressed the feel­
ing of many in the neighborhood, saying 

"when cops run through a neighborhood 
and let loose 50 shots, it's not good 
police work, it's urban terrorism." 

In the aftermath of the two shoot­
ings, local right-wing fanatics tied to city 
councilman Antonio Pag~n have tried to 

. use the killings as an excuse to close 
down the Lower East Side Needle Ex­

change, which allows local addicts to 
trade used syringes for clean ones to cut 

the spread of AIDS. However, activists 
point to outrageous rents, overcrowding, 

and a lack of opportunity for young 

people--as well as trigger-happy drug 
warriors armed with too much fire­
power--as the real cause of these latest 
skirmishes in the war on drugs. 

.\ 

BULLET HOLES SCAR TREE 
AFTER SHOOTOUT 

Revolutionarv Toker? 
O Read the GREEN PANTHERS! newsletter to 

find out! For a free copy, send a stamped, self­
addressed (#10) business envelope. 

o Get the book that started real resistance to 
the the War on Drugs, the GREEN PANTHERS! 

Action Manual. Only $1 O cash, postage paid! 

GRIIN PRNTHIRSI 
PO Box 31231, Cincinnati OH 45231 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA BUST 
ON LOWER EAST SIDE 

MAY SPUR LEGAL CHALLENGE 
By Paul DeRienzo 

Medical marijuana activist Johann 
Moore fell afoul of some New York City 
police officers in August while distribut­
ting pot to members of a Manhattan 
marijuana buyers' club on the Lower 
East Side. Moore, a longtime environ­
mental and AIDS activist, said he was 

distributing about an ounce of grass 
on East 5th Street to a group of AIDS 

patients who receive marijuana at 

wholesale cost when a van load of 

cops closed in and arrested him for 
seUing it. Moore spent the niglJt in jail 
and was released the next day without 
bail. 

The bust occurred at a place infa­
mous as a heroin and cocaine loca­
tion, where addicts often shoot up in 
doorways and police think nothing of 

.frisking suspicious-looking individuals. 
According to Moore, the cops were 
"relatively cool," although at first they 

didn't believe his story that the pot 

was being provided for medicinal pur­
poses. Although the arrival of reporters 
at the precinct and phone calls from 
supporters later convinced police that 
Moore was telling the truth, he was 
taken to Central Booking and "put 
through the system." 

Moore says that he is asking the 

judge to dismiss the charges "in the 
interest of justice," but he has to wait 
and see if the District Attorney objects 
before the judge acts on his request. 

Moore hopes he can use the court 
case to get an agreement from the 

police similar to a "memorandum of 
understanding" in San Francisco that 
allows medical marijuana distribution to 
people with AIDS. 

The next court date is in December, 
and Moore has been trying desperate­
ly to prevent the city from finding an 
excuse to dismiss the charges. At an 
earlier hearing, prosecutors asked 

Moore to accept an Adjournment in 

Contemplation of Dismissal C'ACD")-­
basically six months probation after 

which the charges are dropped. But 

Moore refused to accept the plea bar­
gain because he felt he'd just be ar­

rested ag_c!iJl §Lng_e_ b_e has no lnt.eoHoo 

1. YOU DON'T HAVE TO TALK TO FBI AGENTS, POLICE 
OR INVESTIGATORS. You do not have to talk to them 
on the street, if you've been arrested, or even if you're 
in jail. Only a judge has legal authority to order you to 
answer questions. 

2. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO LET THE FBI OR POLICE 
INTO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE UNLESS THEY HAVE 
A SEARCH OR ARREST WARRANT. Demand to see 
the warrant. It must specifically describe the place to be 
searched and things to be seized. 

3. IF THEY DO PRESENT A WARRANT, YOU DO NOT 
HAVE TO TELL THEM -ANYTHING OTHER THAN 
YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. You have a right to 
observe what they do. You should take written notes of 

of stopping his buyers club program. 
Moore is demanding that the city ne­
gotiate a deal that will allow the distri­
bution of pot to sick people just like 
the needle exchange on the Lower 
East Side distributes clean syringes to 
addicts who are trying to avoid con­

tracting AIQS. The needle exchange 
provides the syringes as part of an 
unofficial understanding with the city in 
conjuction with the AIDS activist group 
Housing Works, which promotes the 

harm reduction model of humane drug 

treatment. 
In November, supporters of Johann 

Moore held a fund raiser at the Nation 
Bar on Avenue A, which attrracted 
many luminaries from the pot legaliza­
tion movement. The benefit raised 
more than $1,000 at the door and from 

donations for Moore's legal ex­
penses. The bar owners were so im­

pressed that they asked Moore to hold 
regular medical marijuana benefits 

there to get the word out and to pay 
legal fees. The next benefit is Decem~ 

ber 14. 
On December 5, Moore appeared 

before Judge Robert Stolz. His lawyer, 
Ruth Uebesmah, has filed two motions 
in the case. The first is to dismiss all 
the charges in the interest of justice, a 
so-called Clayton motion based on 
several legal tests that apply favorably 

to Moore's case. The second motion is 
based on an early 1800's Supreme 
Court decision that says something 
that was legal in a state before it rati­

fied the Constitution, as medical mari­

juana was in the 13 original colonies, is 
a right pursuant to the Constitution's 
guarantee of life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

Moore has already submitted a 
massive library of documentation sup­
porting his position and Judge Stolz 
said he won't need to hold a hearing 

on the constitutional issues or the 
Clayton motion before making a dec­
ison at the Moore's next court appear­
ance on January 1 o at 100 Center 

Street in Manhattan. 

......... ~ -- .,,,.----~---------·------
what they do, their names, badge numbers, and what 
agency they're from. Have friends who are present act 
as witnesses. 

4. IF THE POLICE OR FBI TRY TO QUESTION YOU OR 
TRY TO ENTER YOUR HOME WITHOUT A 
WARRANT, JUST SAY NO. The police are very skilled 
at getting information from people, so attempting to 
outwit them is very risky. You can never tell how a 
seemingly harmless bit of information can hurt you or 
someone else. 

5. ANYTHING YOU SAY TO A FBI AGENT OR COP MAY 
BE USED AGAINST YOU AND OTHER PEOPLE. Once 
you 've been arrested, you can't talk your way out of it. 
Don't try to engage cops in a dialogue or respond to 
accusations. 

6. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO REVEAL YOUR HIV STATUS 
TO THE POLICE, JAIL PERSONNEL, OR FBI. If you've 
been arrested, you should refuse to 111.ke a blood test 
until you've been brought before a judge and have a 
lawyer. 

1: YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO MAKE THREE TELEPHONE 
CALLS if you've been arrested on state charges and 
booked into jail. Within three hours of your arrest, you 
have a right to free local calls to a lawyer, a bail 
bondsman, and a friend or relative. Demand this right . 

8. LYING TO A FEDERAL INVESTIGATOR (FBI OR 
OTHER,) IS A CRIME. 

9. THE FBI MAY THREATEN YOU WITH A GRAND JURY 
SUBPOENA IF YOU DON'T TALK TO THEM. They 
may give you a subpoena anyway, so anything you tell 
them may permit them to ask yo·u more detailed 
questions later. If you're given a subpoena, you should 
call a lawyer immediately or contact the National 
Lawyers Guild. Tell movement groups and your friends 
about the subpoena. Don' try to deal with it alone. 

10. IF YOU ARE NERVOUS ABOUT SIMPLY REFUSING 
TO TALK, YOU MAY FIND IT EASIER TO TELL THEM 
TO CONTACT YOUR LAWYER. Once a lawyer is 
involved, the FBI and police usually back off because 
!'ler.VEI kist their power to intimidate. 



NEW JFK ASSASSINATION 
DOCUMENTS REVEALED!! 

By Paul DeRienzo + Chris Flash 

The SHADOW has obtained newly 

dedasslfled FBI documents that 
reveal startling new Information 
concerning the assassatlon of Presi­
dent John F. Kennedy In Dallas, 
Texas on November 22, 1963. The 
documents were released under P.L 
102-526, the so-called "JFK 

Act,• last October and November. 
The Act came Into being following 
the 1992 Oliver Stone film "JFK," 
after which public demand for the 
release of government documents 
pertaining to the assassinations of 
President John F. Kennedy, civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King and 
presidential candidate Robert F. 
Kennedy increased dramatically. 

Three sets of documents ob­
tained by the SHADOW detail state­

ments made by Carlos Marcello in 
federal prison that were overheard 
by corrections officers and by fellow 
Inmates in 1986 and 1989. Marcello, 
the crime boss of Louisiana and 
Texas at the time of the JFK assas­
sination, was one of the main tar­
gets in the Kennedy Administration's 
war against organized crime, headed 
by then Attorney General Robert F. 
Kennedy. Robert Kennedy was as­

sassinated less than five years after 
JFK as he campaigned in Los An­
geles, California for -the presidency. 
Marcello, long suspected by assas­

sination researchers of having been 
involved In the planning and execu­
tion of the assassination of John 
Kennedy, has made no secret of his 
hatred of both John and Robert 
Kennedy, ~efore and after their as­
sassinations. 

One of the FBI documents In the 
SHADOW's possession Is an FBI 
document dated 3/7/86 which says 

that on 3/4/86, •a confidential 
source who has provided reliable 
Information in the past" told the FBI 
that on 12/15/85, he was "In the 
company of Carlos Marcello and 
[BLACKED OUT] engaged in conver­
sation. Carlos Marcello discussed 
his intense dislike of JFK as he of­
ten did .... " 
On this occasion Marcello said, re­
ferring to President Kennedy, "Yeah, 

I had the son of a bitch killed. I'm 
glad I did. I'm sorry I couldn't have 
done it myself.• 

Another document received by 
the SHADOW is a transcript of an 
interview of Correction Officer 
James Robert Cates of the Federal 

Correctional Institution In Texar­

kana, Texas, regarding comments 
made by Marcello on 2/28/89 as 
Cates guarded Marcello In the Wad­
ley Regional Medical Center In Tex­
arkana, Texas. Cates said that just 
after midnight, Marcello dlmbed out 
of his hospital bed and shook hands 
with one of the correction officers, 
greeting him as though the officer 
was one of Marcello's bodyguards 
or associates. Marcello •was Inco­
herent• and put back Into his bed 
with arm restraints since he was 
attached to a heart monitor and IV. 
Cates said that Marcello began 
•mumbling off and on,• so Cates and 

another guard decided to keep a log 
ot Marcello's actions and comments. 
At about 2:30am, Cates heard Mar­
cello say, "that Kennedy, that smil­
ing mother-fucker, we'll fix him In 
Dallas.•· About three or four minutes 
later, Marcello said •1 want to see 
Provenzano In New York." 

A third document reveals that 
Marcello was Interviewed by FBI 
agents on 9/6/89 at the Federal Med­

ical Center in Minnesota regarding 
his statements on 2/27/89 that he 
was •going 10 get Kennedy when he 

came to Dallas." Marcello denied 
making these statements or others 
like them In 1962 and denied in­
volvement In the assassation of JFK 

In another discovery, assassina­

tions Investigator A.J. Weberman 
tells the SHADOW that an 8mm mov­
ie film containing scenes of lesbian 
sex was confiscated from the prop­
erty of Ruth Hyde Paine, . landlady of 
accused Kennedy hitman Lee Har­
vey Oswald, when her house was 
searched after the. JFK assassina­
tion. Weberman says he has re 
quested several times a screening of 
the film, still In the possession of the 
National Archives, but to no avail. 

Weberman adds, 'If this was Indeed 
a pornographic film, Ruth Paine, a 
religious Quaker, had to go along 
with the FBI. She accounted for a lot 
of Oswald's unexplained appearanc­
es and the Warren Commission took · 
her word over that of Impartial ob 
servers.• Considering the homopho­
bic and sexually conservative di­
mate of the early 1960's, If such a 
film was Indeed confiscated from 
Paine, It appears likely that Paine 

, could have been blackmailed Into 
telling the Warren Commission what 
she was told to say by those seek­
Ing to frame Lee Harvey Oswald. 
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. ATTENTION ALL . 

REVOLUTION-MINDED INDIVIDUALS 
... THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT.US!!! 

New FBI Charter Introduced to Investigate Political Groups 

Washington D.C.--
On February 10, 1995 the Omnibus 

Counterterrorism Bill was introduced 

as S. 390 into the Senate and H.R. 8% 
in the House. It was initiated by the 
FBI, and passed on by the Justice De­
partment and the White House. Sena­
tors Biden (D-DE) and Specter (R-PA) 
initiated it in the Senate, Rep. Schumer 
(D-NY) and Dicks (D-WA) in the 
House. It pas bipartisan support and 

could get expedited action. THIS IS A 
GENERAL CHARTER FOR THE 

FBI AND OTHER AGENCIES, IN­

CLUDING THE MILITARY, TO IN­

VESTIGATE POLITICAL GROUPS 

AND CAUSES AT WILL. The bill is a 
wide-ranging federalization of different 
kinds of actions applying to both citi­
zens and non-citizens. The range in­
cludes acts of violence (attempts, 
threats and conspiracies) as well as 
giving funds for humanitarian, legal 

activity. 
It would allow up to 10-year senten­

ces for citizens and deportation for per­

manent resident non-citizens for the 
"crime" of supporting the lawful activi­
ties of an organization the President 
declares to be "terrorist," as the Afri­
can National Congress, FMLN in El · 
Salvador, IRA in Northern Ireland, and 
PLO have been labelled. It broadens 
the definition of terrorism. The Presi­
dent's determination of who is a terror­
ist is unappealable, and specifically can 
include groups regardless of any legiti­
mate activity they might pursue. It au­
thorizes secret trials for immigrants who 
are not charged with a crime but rather 
who are accused of supporting lawful 
activity by organizations which have also 
been accused of committing illegal acts. 
Immigrants could be deported: 1) using 
evidence they or their lawyers never see, 
2) in secret proceedings, 3) with one 
sided appeals, and 4) w,ing illegally 
obtamect ev1ctence. 

It suspends posse comitatus, allowing 
the use of the military to aid the ·police 

regardless of other laws. It reverses the 
presumption-of innocrnce--the accused 

is presumed melig1ble for bail and can 
be detained until trial. It loosens the 

rules for wiretaps. It would prohibit 
probation as a punishment under the 

act--even for minor non-violent offenses. 
Those who remember the McCarran­
Walter Act will recognize this bill--only 

· in some ways this is broader a'nd poten­
tially more dangerous. Thi~<btll is highly 
political: The PreLsille-nt ca n determine 
who is a terrorist and change his/her 
mind at will , even for economic reasons. 

While it would be impossible for the 
government to prosecute all of the of­

fenses covered under the sweeping bill, 
victims would be chosen from organiza­

tions the government found currently 
offensive. People to be deported would 

be chosen specifically because of their 
political associations and beliefs. As the 
Center for National Security Studies 
notes: "Since the new offenses do not 
cover anything that is not already a 
crime, the main purp0se of the proposal 
seems to be to avoid certain constitu­
tional and statutory protections that 

would otherwise apply." 
While many provisions of this bill 

could well be found unconstitutional 
after years of litigation, in the meantime 
the damage could be enormous to the 

First Amendment and other constitu­
tional rights, including the presumption 
bf innocence and right to bail. THE 
BILL HAS BEEN REFERRED TO 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEES IN 
EACH HOUSE. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kit 
Gage, Washington Liaison, National 

Lawyers Guild, 3321 12th Stre~t NE, 

Washington, D.C. 2001Z Telephone : 202-

529-4225, Fax: 202-526-4611, e-mail: 

kgage@igc.apc.org 

(A message of great importance brought 

to you by the Federation of Black Com­

munity Partisans (F.B.C.P.). Contact: G. 

Jackson, 323 Broadway Avenue E, Box 

·#914, Seattle, Washington 98102) 
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PIRATE RADIO FREES THE AIRWAVES!! 
By Peter Spagnuolo 

"You're listening to Cycologic-Loco 

on 104.1 FM, Free Radio Berkeley, so 
check this shit out,• says a goateed 
disc jockey into the microphone as he 
cues up another 0.1. Y. garage band 
from the local hardcore scene. His 
own band-mates sit nearby in the 
studio, picking records for him to play, 

while a noted East Bay Food Not 
Bombs activist checks the station's 
latest schedule of programming. At the 

live studio for Berkeley's pirate, unli­
censed miGrOpower radio station, an 
Informal, drbpqn,and~hat atmosphere 

definitely prevails. 

Not content simply to broadcast live 
24-7 to the East Bay community, Free 
Radio Berkeley (FRB) also acts as a 
kind of electronic Johnny Appleseed 
for the micropower, autonomous radio 
movement, seeding stations with con­
structed kits and technical supl)ort 
available by mail order. Spreading like 
a rebellion, the Bay Area now features 
num~rous pirate outfits broadcasting 

on the FM band to their own neighbor­
hoods -- S.F. Liberation Radio in the 

South of Market area, Radio Libre in 

the Mission District, Free Radio Santa 
Cruz down the coast and a new sta­
tion in the East Oakland community 
that gave birth to the Black Panthers, 
which is going on the air presently. 
Following the pioneering efforts of 
Mbanna Kantako and Black Liberation 

Radio in Springfield, Ohio, a new resis­
tance to the juggernaut of corporate­

owned and controlled media has 
caught fire, led by Stephen Dunifer of 
FRB and members of the People's 

FCC (Free Communications Coalition). 
Kantako and Dunifer have borne 

the brunt of the government's attack 
on the movement, each receiving FCC 
fines for their broadcasts. While Kan­
tako defaulted on his court hearing 
and has come under increasing sur­
veillance and police harassment for 
exercising his First Amendment rights, 
Dunifer met the beast face-to-face in 
the Federal District Court for the Ninth 
Circuit, represented by counsel from 
the National Lawyers' Guild Committee 

on Democratic Communications, who 
argued that he was not subject to the 
$20,000 fine because the FCC has no 
regulatory scheme barring broadcast 
under 100 watts. To everyone's sur­
prise, Federal Judge Wilken stayed the 
fine on Jan. 20th and refused to grant 

the government an injunction against 
FRB's continued broadcasting on con-

. stitutional grounds. 

Many observers familiar with the 

case warn that the FCC is now drafting 

new regulatory schemes _to clamp 

down on all unlicensed broadcasting, 
as part of an overall appeals posture 

to combat last year's ruling. Their legal 
justification is not clear: they have 
statutory authority from congress only 
to regulate· in the public interest, for 

example to prevent stations from inter­

fering with one another. _No other "de, . 
veloped" country attempts to ban low­
power stations the way the FCC would 

like. 
The FCC's haste. to draft new regu­

lations puts an added urgency to the 
project of micropower broadcasting, 

offering a legal window of opportunity 
for those who would jump in now, be­
fore the new regulations make a retro­
active legal defense more problematic. 
But increasingly, the best defense for 
pirate broadcasters is a moral one, 
grounded in the philosophy of micro­
power, neighborhood radio. 
· Micropower broadcasting is defined 

as transmission under 100 watts -- a 
large-market commercial station like 
New York's odious K-Rock typically 

pumps out 50,000 watts blanketing a 

multi-state listening area The FCC 

considers the licensing of frequeri_cies 
and the collection of huge fees for that 
purpose to be its exclusive proprietary 
domain. Even though it gave away 

. licenses in the early days of broad­
casting, it now maintains tight control 
over them, creating an artificial scarcity 

so that giant media conglomerates can 
make millions of dollars by trading in 
licenses which are supposed to be 
issued in the public interest. The FCC 

enforces its turf with heavy fi nes 
against those who brave the FM band­
width without first coughing up the 
dough. It is a legallyJenforced monop­
oly, run in the name of "regulatory 
efficiency," yet in the interests of capi­
tal, which treats media "markets" --
us -- as a commodity to be bought 
and sold. 

The project of micro-power broad­
casting seeks to counter the increas­

ingly gargantuan, anti-human tenden­
cies of mass media. The past six 

months have witnessed a flurry of 
mergers in media properties. The con­
trol of information and the manufacture 
of consent is now concentrated in very 
few hands. 

Some critics of micropower broad­
casting on the left see futility in think­
ing small, inevitably asking, why not a 
big station, covering the whole town? 

But the philosophy of small-scale pi­
rate radio is not to broadcast to mass 
audiences at all; instead, the demo-

FREE RADIO BERKELEY STUDIO IN ACTION 
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"Our reporters do· not cover stories from 
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cratic success of this strategy is 
achieved in direct proportion to the 
amount of real community participation 
present. For this reason, small is bet­
ter. By broadcasting at 30 Vfatts or so, 
an urban station can reach tens of 
thousands of listeners in its own neigh­
borhood, and shape programming to 
meet their needs. If nearby neighbor­
hoods can't hear your micropower 
signal, then they should start their 

own. Jn this way, information power 
devolves downward to communities 

· themselves, and thus a thousand sta­
tions bloom. 

. FRB features dozens of shows by 
and for its broadcast community. Each 
day features a Radical News Hour, 
Food Not Bombs hosts a show, the 
Copwatch Report informs the commu­
nity on bad guys in blue, MC Eternal 
Bliss hosts a weekly show on squat­
ting and land occupations, and the 
Hemp Power Hour brings the latest 

buds of information on legalization and 
medical marijuana With programming 
made fluid and responsive to commu­
nity needs, the station seems to be 
succeeding. In two days of visiting 
activists and friends in aerkeley and 

5 ~ 
I- ~ 
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Oakland last summer, this reporter 
noted literally dozens of car and home 
radios tuned in to the station at all 
hours of the day -- a total repudiation 
of the classic schlock and consumer 
rock of the commercial broadcasting 
band. On October 5, during his recent 

"Rent is Theft" Tour of the U.S.A. , Bay 
Area Food Not Bombs activist Keith 

McHenry stopped in at besieged squat 
ABC No Rio to host a video and info 
night. On the table before him were all 
you needed for a micropower station, 
up and running as a demonstration: 
transmitter, ac. power supply, mixer, 
microphone and tape deck. Leaving 
the microphone open for those who 
felt the urge; LES. squatters sent their 
voices out into the night -- tentatively, 
but for a first step inside the belly of 
the corporate media beast, it was a 
start. 

[Author 's Note: You can reach Free 
Radio Berkeley and get their newslet­

ter and parts catalogue to start your 
own station by calling (510)464-3041, 

or writing FRB at 1442A Walnut St. 
#406, Berkeley, CA 94710] 
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JUDY BARI SUIT AGAINST FBI REVEALS: 

COINTELPRO AGAINST EARTH FIRST! 
By Bill Weinberg 

A lawsuit against the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation by a Northern Califor­

nia Earth First! activist is revealing 

that, 20 years after the FBl's Counter­

Intelligence Program (or COINTEL­

PRO) was unleashed against the Black 

Panthers and American Indian Move­
ment, some of the same men are now 

using the same dirty tricks in the Pacific 

Coast timber wars. 

On May 24, 1990, a bomb exploded 
in the car in which Earth First! activists 

and folksingers Judi Bari and Darryl 

Cherney were driving in Oakland CA. 

Bari and Cherney were in Oakland to 
promote Redwood Summer, a national 

civil disobedience campaign to halt the 

logging of the last remaining old-growth 

redwood forest. The actions were to 

take place in Humboldt and Mendocino 

counties, where timber companies like 

Pacific Lumber, Louisiana Pacific, and 

Georgia Pacific dominate the local eco­
nomy. 

Bari, a mother of two, woke up in 

the hospital to find that she might never 

walk again--and that both she and Cher­

ney (who was only slightly injured) were 

being charged by the FBI with blowing 
themselves up. 

The bomb charge was eventually 
dropped for lack of evidence, but five 

years later the perpetrators are still at 

large--and Bari charges that the FBI has 

failed to investigate the numerous death 

threats and attempts on her life by 

right-wing paramilitary groups tied to 

the timber industry. Now, evidence 

reveals that the very FBI men assigned 
to the case are linked to both COIN­

TELPRO and the Big Timber political 
machine which runs California's north 
coast. 

In May 1991, one year after the 

bombing, Bari filed suit in San Francis­

co's Ninth Circuit Federal Court against 

the FBI and the ·oakland, Mendocino 

County and Humboldt County police. 

The judge dismissed the case against the 

police forces, but the case against the 

FBI is still pending. Bari is suing the 

FBI for false arrest and civil rights vio­

lations, including conspiracy to violate 

her First Amendment rights, and using 

COINTELPRO tactics after they had 

been banned by Congress. 

The case is called Bari vs. Held. Ri­

chard W. Held, the FBI San Francisco 

director who headed up the investiga­

tion into the bombing, is son of bureau 

warhorse Richard G. Held. Both men 

were involved in COINTELPRO 
activities against AIM, the Black Pan­

thers and other radical groups. 
Richard G. Held, who would eventu­

ally become Associate Director of the 

FBI, was a mastermind of the GOONs, 

a private paramilitary group organized 

by the FBI which instrumented a reign 

of te!:_ror against AIM activists on South 

Dakota's Pine Ridge and Rosebud 

Sioux reservations in the 1970s. Richard 

G. also orchestrated the cover-up of 

FBI involvement in the 1969 killings of 

Black Panther leaders Fred Hampton 

and Mark Clark by Chicago police. 
That same year, Richard W. Held 

orchestrated the frame-up of Panther 

leader Geronimo Pratt on murder char­

ges. Despite numerous appeals, Pratt 

remains in California's San Quentin 

prison today. The younger Held was 

also involved in the COINTELPRO 

"black propaganda" campaign--complete 

with forged letters and documents--to 

foment a split between Panther leaders 

Pratt, Huey Newton and Eldridge Clea­

ver. Working out of the FBl's Los An­
geles office at the time, he also oversaw 

the creation of the Secret Army Organi­

zation, a paramilitary group whieh ter­

rorized student anti-war protestors, and 

was responsible for the 1972 assassina­

tion of San Diego State University eco­

nomics professor Peter Bohmer. Ri­
chard W. would in the 1980s be as­

signed to San Juan, Puerto Rico--where 

he organized warrantless raids and ille­

gal wiretapping of independence activ­

ists. 

COINTELPRO was ostensibly dis­

banded in the 1970s. But the discovery 

process in Bari vs. Held has revealed a 

web of interlocking connections that 

smell suspiciously familiar to those fa­

miliar with the FBI dirty tricks of yester-

, decade. 

Bari vs. Held has revealed that the 

FBI ran a "bomb school" at Eureka 

College of the Redwoods in April 1990 

for both FBI agents and local police, 

just one month before Bari's car was 

blown up. Classes at the school included 

blowing up cars with pipe· bombs, osten­

sibly to demonstrate tactics used by 

terrorists. FBI Special Agent Frank 

Doyle was the teacher at the bomb 

school. One month later, he was the 

FBI· "expert" who showed up at the 

bomb scene in Oakland and supervised 

the collecting of evidence. Students at 

the bomb school included at least four 

of the FBI agents and Oakland police 

officers who worked under Doyle at the 

scene. 

A warrant (or Bari and Cherney was 

issued within three hours of the blast. 

This warrant has now been released. It 
quotes Doyle saying the nails in the 

bomb are "identical" to nails found in 

Bari's car. But Bari says they aren't. 

The bomb nails were finishing nails--the 

car nails were roofing nails. 

Land near Eureka was loaned to the 

bomb school to demonstrate car bombs 

by the local timber baron Louisiana 

Pacific. This makes the bomb school a 

link between the FBI, local law enforce­

ment, big timber--and possibly paramili­

tary groups linked to the timber compa­

nies and the anti-environmental "Wise 

Use" movement. These paramilitary 

groups are generally made up of reac­

tionary loggers opposed to Judi Bari's 

redwood crusading and her efforts to 

organize an Industrial Workers of the 

World local at the timber mills. Before 

the bombing, Bari had received death 

threats from one such group called the 

Sahara Club, which she believes operat­

ed with the connivance or encourage­

ment of timber company management. 

On one occasion, Bari--with her kids in 
the car--was run off the road by a log­
ging truck. 

"We still haven't found out who 

bombed me," says Bari, who, contrary to 

doctors' predictions, is walking again. 

"And the FBI makes sure that doesn't 

happen." 

The multi-million dollar public rela­

tions industry also seems to have 

learned a few tricks from the FBI. In 

the prelude to Redwood Summer, 

This photo, taken by the Oakland Police Department, clearly shows that the bomb was under the left front seat and not on or below the 
rear seat, which Is virtually undamaged. 

forged Earth First! press releases full of 

extremist rhetoric were distributed to 

the media. The discovery process in 

Pacific Lumber's SLAPP (strategic law­

suit against public participation) against 

Earth First! tree-sitters had already 

determined that Pacific Lumber knew 

that these were forgeries when they 

were distributed to the press in 1990, 

one month before the bombing. A 

memo to that effect had been carbon­

copied to the Hill & Knowlton rep 

handling the Pacific Lumber account. 

Hill & Knowlton, the high-powered PR 

firm hired by the Kuwait regime to 

press Congress for Operation_pesert 

Storm, was contracted that sa~~ iyear by 
Pacific Lumber for spiJlLcontrol during 

Redwood Summer. The discovery pro­
cess in Bari vs. Held has now revealed 

that the FBI had determined one author 

of the forged press releases. 

The FBI was apparently informed of 

the forgery by one Paula Langager, who 

had worked with the Sahara Club in a 

"dirty tricks" workshop (and was · 

thanked in the Sahara Club newsletter) 

in August 1990, during Redwood Sum­

mer--the same month that a phony 

bomb was planted in the EF! office in 

Arcata. Langager told the FBI that 

month that Dave Cruzan, the editor of 

the now-defunct Wise Use Advocate in 

Fortuna, was an author of the phony 

press releases. 

Meanwhile, the campaign to save the 

fast-disappearing redwoods continues. 

On September 15, over 200 Earth 

First!ers were arrested in a civil disobe­

dience over the Headwaters Grove, the 

last remaining stand of 1,000-year-old 

virgin growth on the land of Pacific 

Lumber in Humboldt. Bought out in a 

junk bond-funded hostile take-over by 

the sprawling Maxxam Group in 1985, 
Pacific Lumber's breakneck liquidation 

of old growth timber helped galvanize 
the movement. The September action 
was aimed at halting logging at Head­
waters, a spotted owl habitat, until an 

injunction could be brought under the 

Endangered Species Act. At press time, 

an injunction remains in place. 

"The Headwaters Action was a victo­

ry over COINTELPRO," says Judi Bari. 

"Hundreds of protesters followed me 

over the PL property line. They didn't 

destroy Earth First! We had 2,000 peo­

ple at the Headwaters action. The coun­
terprotestors had 50." 

IF IT'S IN HERE, 
IT'S OUT THERE. 
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"COMMUNI1Y BOARD" HEAD 
EATS CAKE!! 

By Chris Flash 

The November 21 meeting of Com­
munity Board Three was once again the 
scene of angry confrontations between 
politically-appointed board members 
and the community they pretend to rep­
resent. First, the board restricted the 
number of people able to speak at the 

so-called "public session" by "running . 
out" of sign up forms. CB3 District 
Manager Martha Danziger was heard to 

say that even if people sign the forms, 

"it doesn't guarantee they speak." 
Among the most passionate issues 

concerning the community are ABC-No­
Rio (the only free cou_nter-cultural per­
formance space based in a city-owned 
building), the Lower East Side Needle 
Exchange, the Community Gardens, and 
Off-Track Betting in Chinatown. Off­
Track Betting is the city's way of legally 
booking bets on horse races while pros­
ecuting independent bookie operations, 
just as the city's "Lottery," "Lucky Num­
bers" and "Lotto" games are just fancy 

forms of legalized gambling as cops go 
after numbers takers who run their own 
games. The city claims that the gam­
bling monies they collect are targetted 
for schools, bridges, roads and mass 
transit, yet, despite record gambling 
highs, the city's infrastructure is falling 
apart as tolls and train fares increase. 
Under intense pressure by the large 
numbers of loud and angry Chinese de­
monstrators demanding that no new Off 

Track Betting office be opened in Chi­
natown, CB3 caved in and voted against 
it. Other items on the agenda have not 
been as lucky, however. 

CB3 has voted to approve an "Urban 
Development Action Area Project 
(UDAAP)" application for 156 Riving­
ton Street, the site of ABC No Rio, 
thereby paving the way for title transfer 
to "Asian Americans For Equality 
(AAFE)," a formerly progressive neigh­
borhood homesteading/housing group, 
until they were bitten by the real estate 

bug. AAFE wants to renovate ABC No 
Rio's building with outside funds, but to 

do so, they must first evict ABC No 

Rio. (See article in this issue--Ed.) A 

UDAAP application is used to facilitate 
the taking of real estate by having it 
declared as "vacant," "blighted" and 
"deteriorating" with a "negative impact 
on the surrounding neighborhood." This 
ploy was recently used by the city in 

seeking the removal of the 13th Street 
Squatters, whose pending case against 
the city has stopped them for the time 
being. (See SHADOWs #34, #35 and 

#36 for more--Ed.) The city council has 
already approved a "UDAAP" applica­
tion for ABC No Rio's building. 

The community board also voted to 

request the defunding and closing of the 

LES Needle Exchange on East Second 
Street "because of the unique hardship 

placed on the surrounding community." 
A group calling itself "Coalition for a 
Better Community," led by former CB3 
member Nancy Sosman, has mounted a 
petition drive and letter writing cam­
paign to the local media and has been 
pressurin'g CB3 and elected officials· to 
close the Needle Exchange, which has 
been seen by many progressives, as one 
of the only sure ways to stem the grow­
ing AIDS epidemic by supplying clean · 
needles to addicts who bring in their 
used needles. Sosman recently told a 
New York Post reporter that the Needle 
Exchange was somehow to blame for 
the October 10 robbery of a heroin spot 
that led to a cop shooting his own part­
ner. Sosman was appointed to CB3 for 
just this fanatic type of behavior by city­
councilman Antonio Pagan, who has his­

torically been against housing for AIDS 
patients and the Needle Exchange. Re­
cently, Pagan has softened his oppo­
sition to the Needle Exchange in order 
to facilitate his run for Manhattan Bor­

ough -President, saying that CB3 had 
"gone too far" in their vote. This has led 
to open hostilities between Pagan and 
Sosman, whose letter to the Villager 

newspaper editohn its December 6 
issue said: " ... this brazen expression of 
contempt by a public official toward his 
constituency makes him unsuited to rep­

resent us." 
Appearing at the public session on 

November 21 were members of neigh­

borhood gardens who demanded that 

CB3 overturn its September 19 vote to 

approve the sale of their gardens to real 
estate developers for "market rate" 

housing, under what is known as the 
•:cross-Subsidy Plan." This would severe­
ly affect the delicate economic balance 
of low-income housing and the cost of 
living in those neighborhoods. The gar­
deners protested that they were never 

notified that their gardens were on the 
board's agenda, and that 35 people 
speaking with petitions at a later board 
meeting were ignored. Felicia Young of 
Earth Celebrations, the group organizing 
to save the gardens, discovered that at 
least two board members believed they 
had been voting to approve the sale of 
city-owned parking lots and vacant lots, 
not the gardens. Both board members 
believe that the lots were lumped to­

gether with the gardens and then mis­
represented in order to get the Septem­

ber 19 vote to pass. (Can you say "Pay­
off?") Young expressed the sentiments 

of many when she said, "Community 
Board Three does not represent the 
community." Not surprisingly, Pagan's 
representative, George Rodriguez told 
the board that Pagan supports the Sep­
tember 19 vote. 

At the end of the raucus and frus­

trating public session, local activist Jerry 
Trudell unveiled a large blue and white 

layered birthday cake and firmly planted 
it in the face of CB3 chair Albert Fa­

bozzi as a response to the contempt for 
the public displayed by the community 

board. Trude!! received a Desk Appear­
ance Ticket and returned to the meeting 
shortly after, met by thunderous ap­
plause. 

In the aftermath of the caking, Fa­
bozzi, appointed to CB3 by Pagan, told 
reporters there would be no more pub­
lic .meetings unless his security could be 
guaranteed by police. To this end, Fa­
bozzi had a private meeting with NYPD 
Manhattan South Task Force head 

Chief Allan Hoehl, Ninth precinct com- -

manding officer Captain Michael Oveis 
and a representative of Manhattan Bor­

ough President Ruth Messinger's office. 
· To abide by the community board's ob­
ligation to hold public meetings, Fabozzi 
said they would be held in smaller ven­
ues from now on. He then declared that 
the next CB3 meeting for December 11 

would be held in the CB3 office at 59 

East Fourth Street, where no public 

session would be held, due to a lack of 

space. ,. 
On December 11, using, this excuse, 

CB3 refused entry to the _board meeting 

by members of the public board unless 
they were· pre-approved by the board, 
despite a warning to Fabozzi from Mes­
singer that he would be violating the 
City Charter. (Section 2800(h) of the 
City's Charter says in part: "At each 

FROSTED FABOZZI FLIPS 

AFTER BEING HIT WITH CAKE 

public meeting, the board shall se t aside 
time to hear from the public.") Arriving 
city council member Kathryn Freed told 

the SHADOW, "They might not even let 

~in!" 
There was plenty of room inside for 

several plainclothes and uniformed cops, 

who guarded the iocked front door. 
Those allowed in had their bags 
searched by cops, just in case one of 
them might be carrying a concealed 
cake or pie. Patrol Borough Manhattan 
South Inspector Gilmartin told the 

SHADOW, "We're not screening who 
gets in, members of the board are." 

Seen passing by the CB3 'office was 
Antonio Pagan, who, when asked if he 
would attend the meeting, said "No 

~!" 
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WHAT BILL KUNSTLER MEANT 
TO AMERICAN JUSTICE 

By Ronald L Kuby 
(Office of Kunstler & Kuby, Attorneys at Law) 

Thirty-four years ago, William M. Kunstler, a lawyer witb a traditional practice, 
received a phone call from an American Civil Liberties Union representative. Lawyers 

were needed in Mississippi, the caller explained, to help defend the young people being 

arrested for riding interstate buses in defiance of segregation laws. 
Bill Kunstler gave the answer he would repeat to all such callers for the rest of his 

life--"yes." He took the next airplane south, into the movements for racial and social 
justice. He was personally transformed and, in turn, transformed lawyering and the law 
in America. 

Bill Kunstler was one of the first and most daring of the "movement lawyers," a 
lawyer for the young causes of desegregation and civil rights. When the Freedom Riders 

faced trials in racist Southern state courts, he found a -century-old law and removed 
those cases to the more liberal federal benches. He filed flurries of federal writs, 
neutralizing segregationist state judges. His lawyering in the South helped insure the 
civil rights movement's survival. 

As the movement to end the Vietnam war came under mounting governmental 
attack, Bill Kunstler pioneered new defense methods, bringing the streets into the 
courtroom and the courtroom into the streets. While defending the Chicago 7, he put 
the war on trial--asking Judy Collins to sing "Where Have All the Flowers Gone" from 
the witness stand, placing a Viet Cong flag on the defense table, wearing a black 
armband to commemorate the war dead. 

Critics sniffed that such tactics were theatre. But that criticism came from elitists 
who have always argued that history is made from the top down, by judges and crowned 
Kings rather than by the damned and the Dr. Kings. · 

Bill Kunsller shattered the then-prevailing model of lawyerly detachment. He showed 
us that neutrality in the face of evil was not a virtue. He taught the legal profession that 

it really did matter which side it was on. 
He brought extraordinary courage to the practice of law. He stood up to the guns of 

racist Southern sheriffs. At the Attica prison rebellion in 1971, he risked his life trying 
to help prevent a massacre. He received a staggering four-year federal sentence for 
contempt of court, later reversed on appeal, in Chicago. The critics harrumphed that 

this was all posturing--the same critics who would have us believe that cowardice is 

really some exalted form of decorum. 
As for Bill Kunstler's contribution to American law, he desegregated the Washington 

schools in a landmark case. He won the flag-burning cases in the Supreme Court, 
expanding freedom of speech protections. He successfully struck down this state's death 
penalty law in 1984, giving New Yorker's a decade free from state-sponsored murder. 
His recent controversial jury verdicts--the El Sayed A. Nosair and Larry Davis 
acquittals--were won through meticulous cross-examination and dry, technical lawyering. 
And Bill Kunstler was always there for the dispossessed who found a way to his door. 

He inspired generations of lawyers, many of whom still labor for the poor and 
oppressed. They are a reminder that there was a time when William M. Kunstler would 

be on 1V and young people would say: "That is what I want to do! That is who I want 
to be!" Few of his critics in the legal world have inspired anything but cynicism or stood 

for anything grander than getting a big fee. 
As a member of the generation that Bill Kunstler inspired, becoming his law partner 

was the greatest gift I have ever received. Even in the grimmest of times and most 
hopeless of fights, he radiated love, passion and joy. His compassion for the 
downtrodden was as boundless as his loathing of oppression. From the time he first 
shoved a cup of coffee in my hand when I was an eager law intern in 1982, until I said 
my final goodbye to him last week, he lit up my life as he did those of so many. The 

nation lost a hero; I have lost my best friend. 
We are all a little freer, and a little safer, for Bill Kunstler's life as a radical lawyer. 

Ron Kuby continues to represent the owcasts in the law office of Kunstler & Kuby. 

The Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), was co-founded by Bill Kunstler and other movement 

lawyers in 1966 as a public interest and educational organization committed to the creative use 

of law as a tool for social change. In his memory, the CCR has established the William Moses 

Kunstler Fund For Racial Justice to help continue his light. The organizers of the November 19 

memorial for Bill Kunstler are requesting donations to continue CCR's ongoing racial justice 

litigation. Checks should be made payable to the William Moses Kunstler Fund For Racial 

Justice/CCR and mailed to: William Moses Kunstler Fund, Center for Constitutional Rights, 666 
Broadway, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10012. 
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Attorney's Book Tells Whole Story 
By A. Kronstadt 

Leonard Weinglass' book Race for 
Justice, subtitled "Mumia Abu.Jamal's 

Fight Against the Death Penalty" 

(Common Courage Press, $15), is an 

unusual paperback in that it consists 

primarily of court papers--documenta­

tion submitted to Pennsylvania's Court 

of Common Pleas in support of a new 

trial for Black journalist and revolution­

ary Mumia Abu.Jamal. Mumia has 

been on Pennsylvania's death row 

since 1982,- having been convicted in 

the December 9, 1981 shooting death 

of Philadelphia police officer Daniel 

Faulkner. The pleadings of Chief 

Counsel for the Defense Weinglass­

who also participated in the defense of 

the Chicago 7 in 1969--tell a tale of 

suppressed evidence, intimidated wit­

nesses, biased jury selection, denial of 

the right to self-representation, and a 

judge who acted as a •prosecutor in 

robes.• The bad news is that these 

arguments have already fallen on the 

deaf ears of that same robed prosecu­

tor-.Judge Albert Sabo--who has de­

nied the request for a new trial al­

though he was forced to stay the exe­

cution. The good news is that Mumia's 

case is presently out of Saba's juris­

diction, and that Weinglass' convincing 

arguments may now be heard by ju­

rists other than the one who sen­

tenced Mumia to die by lethal injection. 

The following is a summary of the evi­

dence that Weinglass and other mem­

bers of Mumia's defense team pre­

sented to Saba's Court of Common 

Pleas and will present to the Pennsyl­

vania Supreme Court and possibly to 

Federal appeals panels as the appeal 
progresses. ,r 

At approximately 4 AM. on Decem­
ber 9, 1981, both Mumia Abu.Jamal 
and Officer Faulkner were found lying 

on the pavement at the corner of 13th 

and Locust Streets, a busy intersection 

near the center of Philadelphia Both 

men were suffering from severe gun­

shot wounds; Faulkner expired soon 

after being taken to the hospital, but 

Mumia recovered after extensive sur­

gery. As Mumia lay in the hospital 

facing first-degree murder charges, the 

death of Faulkner became a favorite 

topic for Philadelphia's radio talk 

shows. Callers damored fOf tlte lynch­

ing of the ex-Black Panther and award­

winning radio journalist. The Philadel­

phia Daily News screamed about Mu­

mia's radical history, quoting him as 

saying On 1970 when he was seven­

teen years old) that "political power 

grows out of the barrel of a gun.• 

THE WITNESSES 
While there were numerous eyewit­

nesses to the shooting incident, which 

occured just around the time that the 

numerous bars and nightdubs in the 

area were dosing, descriptions of what 

happened vary wildly. Wrtnesses for 

both defense and prosecution agree 

on part of what happened the night of 

December 9, 1981. Faulkner had 

pulled over a Volkswagen belonging to 

Mumia's brother, William Cook, which ,,-r 

also contained an unidentified passen-

ger who was not Murnia Abu.Jamal. 

Murnia, according to all those who saw 
him at all, began walking toward Cook 

and Faulkner from a parking lot on the 

north side of Locust Street. At that 

point witnesses' stories begin to di-

verge. 

The prosecution produced two wit­

nesses who identified Mumia Abu­

Jamal as the gunman. Both of these 

witnesses were persons who were 
highly susceptible to pressure from law 

enforcement. Cynthia White, a prosti­
tute with several cases and outstand­

ing warrants pending against her at 

the time of the trial, testified that she 

See MUMIA Page 19 
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Well, here we are again!! The big kop 
news locally is the shoot-out (or should 

we say "shoot-i!l?") at the Lopez Deli on 
October 10. The deli has been a known 
heroin selling location since it opened 

more than three years ago, yet 9th pre­
cinct kops have done nothing about it in 
all that time, leading neighborhood 
SHADOW sources to believe that the 
Lopez Deli was protected, much like 
the 7th Street (between Avenues B + 
C) street dealers are, by certain 9th 
precinct kops. Strange that kops Prunty 
and 300 pounder Derby should attempt 
to deal with a reported armed robbery 
in progress by themselves, and stranger 
yet that Prunty should get shot by his 

own partner, Gerald Derby, despite his 
wearing a thick bullet proof vest, in the 
ensuing shooting by kops, though no 
shots were fired by the deli robbers. So 
far, Prunty's not talking, but the neigh­
borhood is and those in the. know are . 
There's more coming on this story!! 

••••• 
Princeton, NJ., November 29: Students 
and parents out in force at a Princeton 
Regional School Board meeting de­
manded that police be removed from 
the high school. Princeton High School 
senior Josh Kramer expressed outrage 
after he heard that "police planned on 

being at the school regularly." Another 
student stated that the cop presence 
creates an "atmosphere of fear." Cops 
have been meeting with teachers to 
urge them to recognize drug users as 
part of an effort to catch the users. 
Seven students have been arrested re­
cently on drug charges at the school. 
Two board members called for a clear 

policy on police presence in the schools. 

Princeton Resident Wanda McEwen 
said: "As a person born and raised in this 

town, I can tell you why we don 't want 

police in the schools. It is disgraceful that 

we need police there. My son was ques­

tioned for something he did not even do. 

Get the police out." Two minority stu­
dents caught with marijuana in the 
school were recently suspended. Ovie 
Lattimore, Princeton director of civil 
rights and social services called the 
punishments too harsh and questioned 

whether there is a racial motivation 
behind the suspensions . 

••••• 
At about 11:45 P.M. on October 3, 
1995, 18-year-old Grandell Pollard was 
walking in -Far Rockaway Queens with a 
-friend when two cops from the 101st 

Precinct pulled up and told them to lift 
up their shirts. Grandell exposed a gun 
in his waistband, whereupon one cop 
told him to keep walking and the sec-
ond cop told him to come back. Con­

fused and frightened, Grandell started 
to run. Chased into an alley by the cops, 

he emptied the gun into a door in the 
alley, then threw away his gun and put 
up his hands. Both cops then opened 
fire on him at close range. Four of the 
bullets entered Grandell's body with one 
hitting him in the kidney. With a large 
crowd watching, the cops left him lying 

on the ground for 30 minutes. One of 
the cops was overheard telling the 

wounded Grandell, "Don't worry nigger, 
you're not going to die." Neither of the 

two cops was injured, but the first am­
bulance that arrived took not Grandell 

but one of the cops to the hospital, to 
be treated for "trauma." 

••••• 
Officer Peter Martinez (of the Central 
Records division, a desk job that he was 
assigned to fo!:_ disciplinary reasons) 

and his brother John Martinez (assigned 
to the Brooklyn Court Division for simi­

lar reasons) were both suspended from 
the NYPD in mid-October for refusing 

to answer questions from Internal Af­

fairs Department investigators. The 
questions concerned their arrest on July 
15 for an off-duty beating of Mohamaed 

Elouannas, a man whose . motor scooter 
their car had struck. The Martinez bro­
thers were charged with third-degree 
assault in that incident. Both of the cops 
were on "restricted assignment" at the 
time of the assault on Mr. Elouannas. 
John Martinez was arrested for assault 
on March 19, 1993 after six cops re­
sponded to a domestic disp1:.1te at his 
Staten Island home but was acquitted by 
a Staten Island jury...,Martinez was in­
jured in the incident and has claimed 

that the police entered his home illegal­
ly and beat him; this complaint was 
substantiated by the Civilian Complaint 
Review Board. Two months before John 
Martinez' earlier arrest, his identical 
twin. brother Joseph Martinez took his 
own life by shooting himself in a room 
in the Staten Island Ferry Terminal. 

••••• 
On October 25, 1995, Officer Frank 

Speringo was indicted for murder in the 
shooting death of Maria Rivas, a by­

stander who was killed when the off­

duty and intoxicated Speringo fired a 
shot at a group of people with whom he 
was having a drunken altercation in a 
Washington Heights restaurant. The 
shot came from Speringo's service re­
volver (NYC cops are not only permit­
ted but required to carry their weapons 
while off-duty, even when they are out 

drinking). The court showed courtesy to 
Speringo by releasing him for 24 hours 

to allow him to raise $100,000 bond . 
••••• 

The October 26 Daily Challenge report­
ed that Kenneth George, a Black para­
legal, was at wor~ on November 11, 
1994, when two police officers came in 
and arrested him. The management of 
the building where he worked had ac­
cused him of writing graffiti in an eleva­
tor and causing $73,000 worth of dam­

age. George was handcuffed and 
marched out_ of the building in front of 

his co-workers. The evidence against 

him was a videotape of the vandalism, 
which, when closely examined by a de­
tective, showed a person who did not 
appear to be of African-American ori­
gin corrin:iitting the alleged act of van­
dalism. The arrest was voided, but Ken­

neth George was fired from his job. 
••••• 

On October 31, Hector Soto resigned as 
director of the New York City Civilian 
Complaint Review Board (CCRB). This 

came after a panel of the board of the 

CCRB, without soliciting the recommen­
dation of Soto's staff, voted to exoner­

ate the police in the 1992 shooting 
death of Ernest Sayon on Staten Island. 
Soto stated that he felt the CCRB has 
been steadily losing its ability to func­
tion independently of Mayor Rudoloph 

Giuliani. 
• •••• 

In Los Angeles on November 27, sup­
porters of former Officer Laurence , 

Powell, whose prison term for the,--beat­
ing of Rodney King ends on :pe~ember 

13, announced their intention to sue city 
officials for $155 millirny~er cancella-

tion of a welcome-home dinner that 
police had planned for their convicted 

I comrade. The dinner was planned as a 
benefit for Powell's legal expens~s and 

. was to take place at the Los Angeles 
Police Revolver and Athletic Club on 

December 14. City officials said the 
dinner at the police banquet hall locat­
ed inside the city-owned Police Acade­

my would "send the wrong message." 
••••• 

The October 31 Carib News reported a 

protest by a group of 20 van drivers and 

their supporters at Aatbush Avenue 
and Empire Boulevard in Brooklyn. The 
drivers charged that Officer Stephen 
Gallagher of the 71st Precinct has been 
on a rampage, bullying and harassing 
van drivers. The large and intimidating 
Gallagher, they say, uses racial slurs and 
gave one driver 1 7 tickets in the same 
day for passing red lights. Police brass 
at the Brooklyn South Precinct said that 

they considered Gallagher a "specialist 
in illegally operated vans." 

••••• 
Also according to the October 31 Carib 

News, Michael Duke, a 38-year-old Guy­
anese immigrant who lives in New Jer­
sey, had gotten off the #4 train at Utica 
Avenue in Brooklyn when a police 
squad car began following him. Cops 
got out of. the car, cuffed him, beat him, 
then took him to the 77th Precinct and 
continued to beat him. At the precinct 
house, a cop jumped on his back, aggra­

vating an already existing back problem. 
X-rays taken at Woodhull hospital docu­
mented Duke's injuries; he was not 
charged with any offense and has no 
prior police record . 

••••• 
In Pittsburgh, Pa. on November 5, a 
coroner's jury recommended that five 
white cops who beat a Black man, Jon­
ny Gammage, to death with their flash­
lights on October 12 be charged with 

homicide. The officers pulled him over 
while he was driving through the Pitts­

burgh suburb of Brentwood in a Jaguar 
belonging to his cousin Ray Seals, a 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani's most signifi­
cant act with respect to the police 

department was to shake up the police 

press office and fire former NBC inves­
tigative reporter John Miller as top 
police spokesman in early 1994. The 
first thing that Rudy needed to do for 
his much touted "reduction• in crime 

. citywide was to seize control of the 
information flowing out of the police 
department--the only agency in the city 
that collects statistics on crime. Rudy 
thereby exercised his skills as a per­
ception mechanic--the skills that made 
him mayor of New York. His whole 

quality of life campaign has been an 
exercise in perception mechanics-­

when confronted in the first year of his 
administration with a question about 
whether the •aggressive panhandlers• 
being arrested everywhere were really 
a threat, his answer was that it was the 
"perception" that counted. By creating 
a cosmetic atmosphere of respectabili­
ty in selected public spaces {selected 
because of their real estate signifi- · 

cance, that is), clearing those areas of 
panhandlers, peddlers, and young 
people, he has raised the economic 

defensive end for the Pittsburgh Steel­
ers. The police maintain that Gammage 
was driving erratically and that it was 
necessary to sit on him and beat him 
with flashlights to stop him from "flail­
ing." As of this writing (November 30), 
Brentwood Lt. Milton Mulholland and 
Officer John Vojitas have been charged 
with 3rd degree murder and involuntary 

manslaughter and Officer Michael Bald­

win has been charged with involuntary 
manslaughter. All three accused cops 

were released on their own recogni­
zance. 

• •••• 
At York College in Jamaica Queens on 

November 6, cops in riot gear blocked 
students from entering the campus after 
a Black Solidarity Day talk by Nation of 
Islam leader Khalil Muhammed was 

cancelled by college officials. Several 
students who failed to produce I.D. 

cards fast enough were arrested by the 
police. 

• •••• 
The November 24 New York Times 

reported that Detective Miguel Benco­
sme of the Manhattan North Narcotics 
command had his badge and shield 
confiscated after he was arrested for 

tearing a woman's clothes off near his 
upstate home. 

• •••• 
Federal prosecutors have begun to look 
into allegations that corrections officers 
who work in a special control unit at 
Rikers Island have used excessive force. 
The investigation arises .fr.om an ACLU 
lawsuit filed in 1993, which outiined a 
pattern of physical and verbal abuse, 
intimidation, and neglect on the part of 

the officers. In bne specific incident, a 

prisoner who insulted an officer was 
stripped and beaten by six officers. 

••••• 
Newsday reports that P.O. Nicholas 
Salvatore, assigned to the 62nd precinct 
in Brooklyn, has been suspended with­
out pay after refusing to take a new 
sophisticated drug test that determines 
from a person's hair not only whether 
or not he has used drugs, but how often 
and for how long. Salvatore was later 

arrested when Internal Affairs investiga­
tors found cocaine residue in his pre­
cinct locker. 

• •••• 
On November 6, NYPD Chief Bratton 
fired Sergeant Hector Collazzo and 

➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔➔ 

MORE KOP-WATCH 
ON NEXT PAGE 
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value of these areas, brought in tour­

ists, and made himself popular in the 
business sectors that he will need to 
milk for cash when running for reelec­
tion. He has also created the precondi­
tions for molding a public perception 
that •crime is on the run,• by cleaning 
up the most public and economically 
valuable parts of the city. As long as 

Times Square and the West Village 
look like they are getting spruced up, it 
doesn't matter how bad it gets in the 

ghetto where the cameras and tourists 

don't go--unti/, of course, somebody 
blows a poor working stiff up in his 
token booth out in Bed-Stuy and re­
minds us that Rudy hasn't done shit to 
make ordinary people safer. With loyal 
kops as the only spokespeople for the 
police and the police collecting the 
stats, smoke and mirrors is all that is 
necessary to create a "double-digit" 
reduction in crime. Would your boss 
take your word for it if you said that 
you were 20% more productive, ac­
cording to the statistics in your own 

filing cabinet? Do YQY feel safer? 
-A. Kronstadt 
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THESE KOPS WERE SEEN AT A RECENT COMMUNITY BOARD MEETING. THE 1st KOP FROM LEFT 
HOLDS HIS PHALLIC FLASHLIGHT WHILE THE 2nd KOP PUCKERS UP FOR A BIG SMOOCH II 

THIS KO 
STOLE 

DOES THI 

THI MUTT + JEFF TEAMFROM SS 
OFFICE WERE SEEN AT THE MAY 30 EVICTIONS OF THE 

13th ST. SQUATTERS TELLING REPORTERS TO SPLIT 
BECAUSE "WE CAN'T GUARANTEE YOUR SAFETY.• THEN 

THEY PROVED IT BY CONFISCATING PRESS PASSES, 
DETAINING AND PHYSICALLY THREATENING THOSE 

REPORTERS CHOOSING TO STAY. 

Officer Gil llefonso for the killing of 
Fred, a stray beagle adopted as the 
mascot of the 1st precinct in Lower 
Manhattan. After discovering that Fred 
had shitted on the floor of the station­

house gym, Collazzo and llefonso alleg­
edly beat Fred senseless, stuffed him 
into the trunk of their squad car, and 
then delivering him to the Harlem 
ASPCA, where Fred was given a lethal 

injection. At first, the "Blue Wall" of 
silence protected the two cops, but out­
raged fellow officers finally ratted them 
out to Bratton's investigators. Said Joe 
Toal, president of the Sergeants Benev­
olent Association, "This is an overreac­
tion, and the punishment does not fit 

the crime." 
••••• 

-The New Jersey Senate Law & Public 
Safety Committee has approved an om­

nibus pro-cop bill, the so-called "Law 

Enforcement Officers Protection Act," 
that would protect cops from damage 
lawsuits resulting from weapons dis­
charge, motor vehicle chases, emergency 
medical care or "other" action if the cop 
acted in "good faith." It also allows 
retired officers to carry concealed weap­
ons, allows cops to engage in political 
activity, and provides reimbursement of 
legal costs in defending against lawsuits 
and immediate expungement of depart­
ment or criminal charges once they are 

found not guilty of acting improperly. 
Also, HIV testing will be mandated 
whenever bodily fluids might have been 
transmitted from a suspect--for example 
when an officer beats a suspect causing 
massive bleeding. The Senate Bill (S-21-
09) and its Assembly version (A-2883) 
have been pushed by the Fraternal 

Order of Police. The bill has also been 
passed by the New Jersey Assembly 
Judiciary, Law and Public Safety Com­

mittee. 
••••• 

The November 13 Daily News reports 
the formation of the police depart­
ment's "computer investigation and 
technology unit." ·operating from a 
small office in NYPD headquarters at 1 
Police Plaza, the cybercops claim they 
can recover secret files from the hard­

ware or software of any computer 
seized during drug raids and other in­
vestigations, even those erased years 

before. To catch suspects, the unit uses 

new state felony charges such as com­
puter trespassing, computer tampering, 
and unauthorized use of a computer. 

••••• 
Thanks to our Kap Watchers and kop­
news clippers for their contributions to 
Kap-Watch. If you have anything 
(stories, eyewitness reports, photos, 
badge + vehicle plate numbers, etc.), 
that we can include in the SHADOW 
and add to our expanding files, please 
send it to: The SHADOW/Kap-Watch, 
P.O. Box 20298, New York, NY 10009 

••••• 
Ob yeah, you can now visit and partici­

pate in our Global Kap Watch site on 
the World Wide Web. You can enter 
your own stories (and depending on 
your software, you can add your own 
kop photos) that will be seen and 
shared all over the world!! Our World 
Wide Web address is: 

http:/ /MediaFil ter .org/MFF /mfbome 
(We especially welcome kops who want 
to tell the truth about their partners in 
crime -- anonymously, of course!!) 

THESE KOPS WERE ALSO SEEN AT THE MAY 30 SQUAT EVICTIONS. 
WHY IS FORMER COMMUNITY BOARD THREE MEMBER AND KOP 

INFORMANT PHILLIP LALUMIA (Arrow) WEARI_NG A SHIRT AND -JACKET 
WITH NYPD LOGOS EVEN THOUGH HE HAS NEVER BEEN A KOP? 

(CAN YOU SAY "IMPERSONATING AN OFFICER?") 
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