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NEWT COVENANT

How does Amerika’s ruling class get rid
of pesky "liberalism"? First, they put a
spineless jellyfish in a suit and make him
the first "baby-boomer" president--the voice
of yuppie progress and rationality. He
comes forth with a plan for national health
insurance but does not stand behind it, so
that in the end everything is back at square
one. The health care plan is now a skeleton
in the closet, like an attack of impotence
that Bill Clinton does not care to talk
about. He makes a couple of progressive
statements but does not argue in their favor
to convince the populace. He takes a feeble
swipe at homophobia in the military, which
only gives the military homophobes a
chance to humiliate their "commander-in-
chief." "Don’t ask, don’t tell"--this is the
story of Bill Clinton’s life. He also appoints
a couple of really talented women and peo-
ple of color to the government. Their
careers meet, however, with the same fate
as the health care plan and gay rights in the
military. Joycelyn Elders is thus fired for
talking about jerking off, just as the right
wingers are shining their shoes for the first
day of the brave Newt world. Yet another
attack of impotence on Clinton’s part, as
untalked about as Zoe Baird and Lani
Guinier.

Now, this sort of behavior on the part of
a "leader” doesn’t do much for the morale
of the followers. A large portion of the
"left" was immobilized by Bill Clinton. All of
the union people and social worker types
had great illusions in him. So did the femin-
ists. Many of them figured back in 1992
that Clinton’s election would give them
breathing space. The Reagan/Bush era was
finally over. They would not have to organ-
ize demonstrations anymore. They could
join society, develop careers, surf the Inter-
net. Clinton did not deliver on their illu-
sions, and the result was disillusionment.
Many of the aging baby boomers will never
return to left wing activism, because they
already have a stake in the system. Further-
more, Clinton has made a joke out of many
of the things that the left considers holy.
National health care seems further away
than ever, and it is more evident than ever
that a progressive person does not stand a
chance inside the system. The Republican
right is back, and now it has an armed
fringe acting as its shock troops on abor-
tion. What is likely to happen to the ideals
of a generation that identified with Bill
Clinton?
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Of course, the problem is that the
liberals’ juice has been turned off by the
ruling class. At their best, they were able to
bribe the discontented segments of society,
not create a coherent social contract. This
bribery, in the form of the New Deal and
Great Society, became too expensive for
Amerikan capitalists. They had to compete
with capitalists from less liberal countries,
where money is spent on Nintendo factories
instead of Medicaid. Ronald Reagan was
brought in to remedy this situation by giving
the poor a kick in the pants. Reagan served
his purpose, but eventually, the Reaganite
order collapsed in chaos. Like Democratic
politicians of the past, Clinton was brought
in as a sponge to soak up the chaos. His
promises helped neutralize the leaders of
the Black community, some of whom might
otherwise have come to independent con-
clusions about things like the Los Angeles
riots. Clinton is less troublesome than some
liberals of the past. The ruling class will
probably not have to shoot him. He accepts
the realities created by Reaganism. In 1996,
he will take the fall for fifteen years of
Reaganite policies, the last four of which he
himself implemented, and thereby restore
the normal Republican state of affairs.
Meanwhile, Clinton will continue to capi-
tulate to Newt and the rest of the pond life.
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MICHAEL CESAR
"THE POPE OF POT"
1942-1994

On January 31, Mickey Cesar,
better known as the self-ordained
*Pope* of the Church of Realized
Fantasies, died after a long battle
with cancer.

Mickey the Pope was a gay man
who enjoyed flaunting his sexuality
and getting Into the media spotlight
as often as possible, even If it meant
his getting deep into trouble for it.
Coming to New York from Amster-
dam, Holland, where marijuana,
hashish and other soft drugs are
tolerated, the Pope set up his
church on the Lower East Side of
Manhattan. He made no effort to
conceal the church's use of mari-
juana as its holy communion as he
freely dealt in pot.

The Pope was well known in the
underground for his church-run
marijuana delivery service "We
Deliver,” which could be accessed
by calling 777-CASH. He became
known to cops when *We Deliver
was busted in 1981, resulting in an
eight month jail sentence. He was
set up by undercover cops in 1983,
selling a pound of pot to one of
them in Washington Square Park.
This was shortly after he publicly
dared the police department to try to
stop his delivery service, which he
sald was protected by its religious
status. This resulted in his getting
three years in jail.

As soon as he was released, the
Pope went right back into business
with the church and delivery service.
In 1990, the Pope and "We Deliver*
was the subject of a PBS television
series "The Nineties," he advertised
his toli-free telephone number (1-
800-WANT-POT) on the Howard
Stern radio show, and he even
marched in New York’s Halloween
Parade sporting full papal regalia
with a giant marijuana leaf on front,
passing out free joints and handbills
advertising his service. Unfortunate-
ly, some of these were also given to
undercover cops at the parade.

In November of 1990, the store-
front office of "We Deliver* was
raided by the Manhattan South Nar-
cotics Squad. Cops lined up every-
one outside, including the Pope, just
in time for the 6:00 news. The Pope
told the assembled camera . crews:
"The law against marijuana is totally
insane--no sane jury will find me

MICKEY THE POPE BUSTED FOR POT IN WASHINGTON SQ. PARK

yuilty®. The Pope later told the
SHADOW that the narcs stole more
than 2 pounds of pot, a new watch,
hashish, and cash, including $3,000
from the Pope's pocket. The Pope
ended up doing two years In various
jails. (See SHADOW #15 for more.)

Blood appeared In his urine for
months as his jailers refused him
diagnosis and treatment by an out-
side hospital. Eventually, he was
diagnosed with cancer of the kidney,
but by that time it had spread to his
lungs and other organs, Poor prison
food and medical treatment made
the Pope become Insulin dependent.
After a few botched jail operations,
he was released in March of 1993 on
parole after doctors gave him six
months to live. The state of New
Jersey tried to have him extradited
for an old warrant for marijuana
possession, but a New York judge
refused, citing his medical condition.

Always refusing to bow to author-
ity, the Pope refused to submit to
piss tests to check for marijuana
consumption. He lived for the next
two years with his cancer in and out
of remission. (See SHADOW #28 for
more.)

He was busted again in 1993 by a
huge force of pigs and feds looking
for a lot of pot, but the case was
dismissed by a sympathetic judge
who saw how sick he was. Again,
cops stole most of the pot in his
apartment, which contained only a
few ounces.

The Pope’s last public appear-
ance was at the 1994 Smoke-In in
Washington Square Park. He had al-
ways been active in efforts to legal-
ize pot, including working on previ-
ous Smoke-Ins. However, the 1994
Smoke-in had been taken over by
Dana Beal, who had the ailing Pope
physically thrown off the stage by a
goon squad when he attempted to
address the crowd.

Mickey wanted to resurrect the
Church and delivery service, but he
was too weak. The last times | saw
him at home, he couldn’t move
around very much. He had a bottle
of maple syrup and a can of yams
nearby to be consumed quickly
whenever he felt himself about to go
into a diabetic coma. Unable to get
experimental cancer treatments that
seemed to help him, the Pope had
to move to a hospital in Westchester
to get them. Late last year, he
checked into Calvary Hospital in the
Bronx, where he finally died -- still a
free man.

-By Chris Flash

JOHN PENLEY



FEDS SET UP DAUGHTER OF MALCOLM X

IN FARRAKHAN ASSASSINATION PLOT
By Paul DeRienzo

Informants are the stock in trade of the FBI when the bureau sets out to destroy
popular movements. During the height of the civil rights movement in the 1960s, the
FBI; under director J. Edgar Hoover, launched their so-called COINTELPRO
operation against black radicals. The stated purpose was to prevent the rise of what
the bureau termed a "black messiah" who Hoover feared could unite African-
American people against the United States government.

After COINTELPRO was exposed in the 1970’s, the FBI claimed the operation had
been discontinued and that reforms in the Bureau would prevent any similar assault
on American citizens' right to peaceful protest. But the recent federal indictment in
Minneapolis of Qubilah Shabazz, a daughter of Malcolm X, for allegedly plotting the
assassination of Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan seems to indicate the spirit
of J. Edgar Hoover is alive and well at the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

At the heart of the government's case against Shabazz is a long time informant for
‘he FBI, Michael Fitzpatrick, 34, who is currently facing charges for possession of
socaine in Minneapolis. Prosecutors say Fitzpatrick tipped off the FBI after Shabazz
allegedly let him in on her desire to kill Farrakhan, a man suspected of having been
nvolved in her father's assassination in a fusillade of bullets on February 21, 1965 in
Harlem's Audubon Ballroom. Qubilah, her mother Betty Shabazz, and three of her
sisters witnessed the slaying.

Among those who suspect Farrakhan's involvement is Betty Shabazz, who told
reporters last year of her suspicion and added that it was "common knowledge." Her
comments led to an article in the New York Post accusing Farrakhan of planning the
assassination, prompting a muiti-billion dollar libel lawsuit by the Nation of Islam
against the Post. However, Farrakhan does admit to helping create a climate of
hatred and hostility towards Malcolm X due to a bitter feud between Malcolm and
Nation of Islam founder Elijah Muhammad, though he denies having had any role in
planning the murder of Malcolm X.

The government's evidence against Shabazz, who has pleaded not guilty, is a
stack of 20 audiotapes of conversation between her and Fitzpatrick and a 50 minute
videotape that Fitzpatrick secretly made in a Minneapolis area motel room. According
to reports in the Minneapolis Star Tribune that quote a federal official, on the
videotape, Fitzpatrick does most of the talking, encouraging Shabazz to go along
with the plot against Farrakhan, while she objects that innocent people might be
killed.

Who Is Michael Fitzpatrick?

Michael Fitzpatrick began his political career as an informant while a teenager
attending the United Nations International School in Manhattan, where Shabazz was
also a student. Fitzpatrick, the son of an Irish union organizer and a Jewish
businesswoman, joined the Jewish Defense League and was the chief government
informant in a 1978 case in which two militant Jews were convicted of plotting to
blow up Egyptian government offices in Manhattan, According to activist attorney
William Kunstler, Fitzpatrick actually provided the dynamite that was supposed to be

used in the attack.
Fitzpatrick had become an informant when he was convicted in the 1977 bombing

of the pro-Soviet Four Continents bookstore in Manhattan. According to court
documents, he was paid about $10,000 to inform on the two JDL members involved
in the Egyptian bombing plot, Bruce Berger and Victor Vancier. Berger currently
~vorks for an organization that aids Jewish immigrants in the United States. Vancier
resumed his militant Jewish activism since his 1991 release from prison after a 5 year
jail term for several unrelated bombing charges.

Vancier is the host of "Positively Jewish" and "The Jewish Task Force," public
access cable television shows in New York City. He has used the shows to
denounce blacks, Israeli leaders and to praise Baruch Goldstein, the militant Israeli
settler and former Broolynite who slaughtered 29 Muslims as they worshipped at a
Hebron mosque last year.

According to another former JOL member, Stephen Rambam, Fitzpatrick was also
a part of SOIL, or Save Our Israeli Land, a protest organization that included Vancier
and Dov Hikind, now a Democratic State Assergbly member from Brooklyn.

Another JDL member and associate of Fitzpatrick in the late 1970's was Mordecai
Levy. Levy says despite his hatred of Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan, he
firmly believes Qubilah Shabazz was set up by the FBI. Levy claims Fitzpatrick has a
long history of infiltrating various political groups in order to set them up for arrest.
One of the groups says Levy, was the Revolutionary Youth Movement, an arm of the
former Communist Workers Party, whose members Fitzpatrick reportedly trained in
the use of firearms.

According to Levy, the question to ask Fitzpatrick is why he continued as an
informant even after he was already off the hook on the earlier bombing charges.
Levy told the SHADOW: "a lot of times informants become addicted to the money,
the glory, or the task. | think he had all three. He was a mercenary, a pirate, a
freebooter, he enjoyed the work, he enjoyed putting people away."

Levy doesn't hesitate to express his hatred of Louis Farrakhan, a man he refers to
as a "black Hitler," but Levy told the SHADOW that despite the enmity he holds for
the Nation of Islam leader, he's concerned that “this innocent girl, Malcolm X's
daughter, not be framed." Levy added that if the FBI can use someone like
Fitzpatrick to "set-up" Shabazz, "today its her, tomorrow it could be a Jewish group, it
could be a legitimate African-American group, it could be a gun club... If they can get
away with framing Malcolm X's daughter who has no track record of any anti-semitic
or anti-white or anything activity -- [then] that's despicable."

After informing in the Egyptian offices bombing case, Fitzpatrick disappeared into
the federal witness-protection program, which moved him into a Minneapolis suburb
under the name of Michael Summers. In the 1980's, he drifted back and forth
between New York and Minneapolis before settling there again four years ago. Chris
Gunderson was a member of a local anarchist collective when Fitzpatrick became a
regular at Backroom Anarchist Books, the group's organizing center.

Gunderson told the SHADOW that it was at an October 16, 1986 demonstration
called "Minneapolis is Revolting* targeting corporations involved with the military-
industrial complex in Minneapolis that he first saw Fitzpatrick. A scuffle broke out with
police as protestors attempted to take to the streets and Fitzpatrick was in the
middie of the action.

Gunderson says that Fitzpatrick “represented himself.. as having been a member
of the Communist Workers Party who had been assigned to do youth work in the
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INFORMANT. Michael Fitzpatrick in
a yearbook photo from 1978.

punk scene and that in the course of that he had been won over to anarchism."

Gunderson adds that Fitzpatrick suggested that one of the reasons he left the
Communist Workers Party was because he felt the group had "chickened-out and
not proven themselves committed to...militancy. And he thereby set a standard for
militancy that he wanted everyone else to live up to. That was one of his main ways
of advancing the idea that people needed to escalate their tactics in ways that were
quite clearly foolish and inappropriate. But at the time he cut an impressive figure
and was able to influence people for a certain amount of time."

The web of deceit began to unravel after Fitzpatrick started bringing weapons into
the bookstore, sparking suspicion among some of the anarchists. According to

. Gunderson, Fitzpatrick brought a can of "police-issue" mace into the bookstore. The

mace was then discovered by the police when they came into the bookstore shortly
after he had left. [The police said] they were looking for a runaway at the time."
Gunderson adds that the anarchists noticed "a pattern of actions and
encouragement from him that seemed to us over time to constitute an effort to set us
up.”

William Kunstler is co-counsel representing Qubilah Shabazz along with Inner-City
Broadcasting founder Percy Sutton. Both attorneys represented Malcolm X during
the 1960's and are still active in progressive politics. Interviewed by the SHADOW,
Kunstler said that "the real purpose" behind Fitzpatrick's attempt to "stimulate Qubilah
Shabazz into a conspiracy to assassinate Louis Farrakhan" was to get Farrakhan
killed, "not by her, but to stimulate that enmity again between those who loved
Malcolm and those who followed Elijah Muhammad into an internecine civil war that
resulted in so many deaths in the 60's...it's a dirty business engineered by the
FBI...to prevent the rise of what Hoover used to call a black Messiah."

Although Louis Farrakhan's racial rhetoric has aroused animosity among many
whites, he is still a popular figure in the African-American community, in part because
he's perceived as standing up for young black men. According to Kunstler,
"Farrakhan for better or for worse is the only national black leader with that charisma.
He can fill Yankee Stadium and they want to cut him down.”

At a packed assembly of Nation of Islam members in Chicago last month,
Farrakhan accused the FBI of trying to create conflict and division between the
Nation and the family of Malcolm X. Farrakhan also accused the FBI of lying to
Nation of Islam leaders about the plot. According to Farrakhan's lawyer Ava
Muhammad, the FBI had said that a Muslim extremist group -- not a Malcolm X family
member -- had been involved in the plot to kill Farrakhan,

William Kunstler says he's interested in the role of the Clinton Administration's
Justice Department in the Qubilah case. Kunstler told the SHADOW that *first the
Attorney General's office said we knew nothing about this -- four days later, they said
we knew all about it. It's my suspicion they of course knew all about it, but first they
denied it which is very interesting."

Kunstler also addressed charges by Minneapolis prosecutors that Qubilah had
neglected her son, Malcolm X's grandson, also named Malcolm. Kunstler said with a
hint of contempt that "prosecutors announced someone said Qubilah had ‘liquor on
her breath’' -- that's a great sin | guess." Kunstier says the abuse charge was
"dispelled totally because the authorities found it was totally unfounded.”

If convicted, Qubilah Shabazz faces up to 90 years in prison and more than two
million dollars in fines. The trial has been postponed until May 1st and Kunstler says
while "the only fair trial would be no trial at all, | have a suspicion there maybe no trial
at all." According to Kunstler, new information may further undercut the government's
case against Shabazz.

Former FBI agent Dan Scott held a press confercnce in Minneapolis to say he
had been the case agent for Michael Fitzpatrick back in the late 1970's. Scott told
reporters that Fitzpatrick was an idealistic and credible witness, but according to
Kunstler, former agent Dan Scott was himself kicked out of the FBI for drunkenness
and killing someone in a car accident.

Kunstler adds "there's a puppeteer pulling the strings and there are lots of
puppets out there:" And the strings attached to Michael Fitzpatrick run straight back
to the FBI
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Michael Fitzpatrick, in a 1993 policephoto:
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IS NEW YORK HEADING FOR
ANOTHER WAVE OF BURNOGUTS?

By Keith Ericsson

It was an almus. comical display of
political viewpoints in the City Council
on January 10 as members of the
council’s Public Safety Committee
questioned Fire Commissioner Howard
Safir about Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s
administration’s intentions regarding the
deactivation of all 16,300 fire alarm
boxes in New York City. Commissioner
Safir talked tough to the lawmakers
about the administration’s position,
calling the current call box system "93
per cent ineffective”. When Public
Safety Chairman Sheldon Leffler
questioned Safir about removing the
boxes within days of that hearing, Safir
shot back that recent articles in New
York Newsday were "totally inaccurate”
in their reporting of the story.

Interrupting Leffler, Safir added that
"obviously the Long Island newspaper
does not understand Brooklyn
firefighting". In published reports
throughout most of early January, it had
been rumored that the Mayor and Fire
Commissioner had intended to jump the
gun on the council. Mayor Giuliani has
stated flatly that the fire alarm boxes
are costly and that false alarms were
running out of control. Citing numbers
ranging well over 200,000 false calls, the
Mayor says that the City would save two
million dollars the first year and well
over five million dollars annually once
the call boxes are removed. In spite of
figures offered by community groups,
the mayor’s office and, the council’s
own studies, the debate that day ended
in a stalemate. Neither the council or
the mayor’s office were set to budge.
However the committee voted 9 to 0 for
keeping the boxes operable for three
months pending adequate review.

The current battle over the city
budget has been fought on many fronts
over the last few months, as both the
City Council and the Giuliani
administration attempt to advance their
respective views over the future of New
York for the rest of the decade. While
the city’s growing budget deficit
threatens to rival the mid-1970’s brush
with bankruptcy, the re-play of yet
another crisis may be on the horizon:
urban burnout. That was the fear of
about a dozen community activists who
had held a news conference on the
steps of City Hall moments before the

Fire Commissioner was set to argue his
case. The Fire and Sanitation Coalition
of Greater New York, a self-described
"regional organization committed to
preventing a recurrance of urban
burnout in NYC", rendezvoused in front
of newscameras with President Dave
Rosenszweig and members of the Fire
Dispathchers Benevolent Association
and electricians from Local 3 on the
steps of City Hall. Dr. Roderick Wallace
of the Coalition cited double-disaster
statistics on housing overcrowding--
"70,000 more than in 1970" and a
"mayor who has not done his job for a
year". The Fire and Sanitation Coalition
was alone the following week in calling
for Safir’s resignation. Eric Rassi cited a
Fire Commissioner who "has misled the
Mayor and most of the press'.

Borough Presidents all (except
Bronx’s Ferrer) voiced disapproval, as
well as 90% of the city council.
President Tom Von Essen of the
Uniformed Firefighters Association
balked at an order using firefighters
(who were otherwise busy with building
inspections) to flyer neighborhoods with
Anti-Call Box propaganda. "A misuse of
city funds to further the commissioner’s
personel agenda," said Robert Ungar,
counsel to the fire dispatchers union.
Comptroller Alan Hevesi refused to
rubber-stamp a concocted "emergency".
The NYC Fire Chief’s Association, 700
strong with active and retired chiefs,
went on record to differ with Safir’s
claiming their full support. More
recently, the Vulcan Society, an
organization of African-American
firefighters, came out against the plan.
"My personal argument is that time is of
the essence," said Delbert Coward.

The battle over the city’s fire alarm
box system is more than a fight between
lawmakers and community activists.
Some say the dispute is only the latest
skirmish over a long running and
controversial city policy known as
"Planned Shrinkage". The policy was
sketched out before New York City's
mid-70’s financial crisis by former City
Housing Commissioner Roger Starr,
now on the editorial board of the New
York Times. "Planned Shrinkage" was a
sort of urban "triage", aimed at
withdrawing essential city services--
police patrols, garbage removal, street

repairs, and fire services--from
neighborhoods suffering from deep
population losses, decay and deemed to
be "unsalvageable".

In short, like a Latin American
country squeezed by its bankers, the
City tried to cope with the fiscal
squeeze and keep-up its debt ratings by
writing off so-called marginal
neighborhoods.

It was a plan to concentrate services
on "salvageable" neighborhoods that
might otherwise sink into the spiral
decay that was already engulfing
Brownsville, Brooklyn and the South
Bronx. By no coincidence, those
neighborhoods chosen for "shrinkage"
(abandonment) were overwhelmingly
black, poor or Hispanic.

Among the activists who held the
news conference before Safir's City
Council appearance was Dr. Roderick
Wallace. Wallace is the technical
director of the Public Interest Scientific
Consulting Service and a fellow of the
New York Academy of Medicine. Little
known outside of scientific and medical
circles, Doctors Roderick and Deborah
Wallace have wrilten numerous papers
on the long running policy of "Planned
Shrinkage". They point to the 1978
findings of the New York State
Assembly Minority Task Force on
Urban Fire Protection. The Task Force,
led by then Republican gubernatorial
candidate Perry Duryea, found that the
City’s Fire Department had falsified
records of fire statistics in the 1970s. It
also said that "during the City’s fiscal
crisis, the Fire Department failed to
publish its annual report," resulting in
"the suppression of information vital to
public understanding.”

Wallace and Wallace believe that the
falsification of records by the Fire
Department was intended to dispel the
then and still common belief that most
of the fire damage to New York City’s
housing stock was a result of arson, and
to promote the belief that any individual
apartment fire may be as random as a
heart attack: Roderick Wallace says the
fire patterns over densely packed
neighborhoods is as predictable as an
insurance company’s actuarial tables.

Way back in 1969, the City
commissioned the New York City Rand
Institute (an offshoot of the Rand
Corporation, a think tank that provides
military models for the Pentagon) to
develop computer models of the city,
much like those used in defense
planning, to improve the efficiency of
fire services. The Rand Institute’s
models were later criticized by both the

Duryea panel and the Wallace's
subsequent studies as being overly
simplistic and generally inadequate.
According to those close to City policy
making, the Giuliani administration has
been accused of using the same Rand
Institute models in determining fire
safety and policy for the 1990's. While
the administration continues to have
close ties with both the Police and Fire
Departments, ironically, the mayor has
suggested the closing of an
undetermined number of Tire houses in
the coming year.

This is what the results were
following the release of the Rand
Institute’s models in the early 1970's.
According to city records, more than 50
Fire houses were closed throughout the
mayoral administrations of John
Lindsey, Abraham Beame and Ed Koch.
One year following the Rand findings, in
1970, then Deputy Fire Chief Charles
Kirby warned City officials of a coming
fire epidemic in the Bronx.

Deputy Chief Kirby said that nearly
all of the Bronx firechouses should
remain open in order to hold the line
against the coming firestorm. His
warnings were ignored and fire house
closings began in the South Bronx,
Harlem, Crown Heights, East New
York, and the Lower East Side.
Incidents of fire increased dramatically
in these neighborhoods. The results of
the "Planned Shrinkage" policy was
devastating and changed the fabric of
life in New York. The city experienced
an out-migration of roughly 1.1 million
middle class non-hispanic whites to the
less-populated and lower-taxed regions
of the sunbelt. Yet, within the city,
residents from these burnt out
neighborhoods were moving to similar
communities not yet hit with the
firestorm. From the South Bronx to
Brownsville, East New York to Harlem,
the consequences from the burnout
were as devaslating as they were
inevitable--a slow motion urban
firestorm that reduced once vibrant
areas as surely as B-17's burned
Dresden or Hamburg, Germany during

World War Two.

While these neighborhoods burned,
the misinterpretation of choice, at the
time for most commentators, was arson.
Memories of the inner city uprisings of
the '60’s were still fresh in the minds of
politicians, journalists, and the public at
large. In truth, New York city never
experienced the large scale devastating

See BURNOUT On Page 23
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SUSPICIOUS FIRE BREAKS OUT
AT THE NINTH STREET SQUAT!!

About a dozen people lost every-
thing they had when their squatted
bullding was destroyed by fire on
January 19. The building, located at
643 East 9th Street, was better known
as the Ninth Street Squat. Among the
residents was well known community
activist and Pot Parade/Smoke-in or-
ganizer Jerry The Peddler.

People on the roof of a nearby
squat saw and heard explosions of
flames come from the third floor of the
Ninth Street Squat as the fire began
around dusk. Jerry told the SHADOW
that he was across the street with
friends in La Plaza Cultural (a Lower
East Side version of Berkeley's
People Park) when they suddenly saw
the building in flames from the third
floor up. Jerry ran Inside hoping to
get his cat, but he was forced out by
the smoke and heat. (Luckily, his cat
had already gotten out his window
and was waiting for him on the
second floor fire escape.) All of the
residents got out safely, with only one
taken to a hospital, suffering from
smoke inhalation.

Strangely, soon after the fire
began, uniformed and plainclothes
cops converged on the scene, includ-
ing high ranking cops who were seen
laughing and joking. As cops ques-
tioned Jerry about being inside the
squat during the fire, Jerry ran after
his cat who was running into a neigh-
bor's backyard. The assbackward
pigs thought he was running away
from them, and they chased and cor-
nered him. Finally, they realized that
he was a victim and not an arsonist,
and they slunk away.

Arriving firemen practiced standard
procedure in dealing with squat fires.
They stood by as the top floors and
roof were sufficiently consumed by
flames before they attempted to extin-
guish the fire. Witnesses told the
SHADOW that several female pigs
who usually patrol Tompkins Square
Park threatened them with arrest
when they loudly demanded that the
firemen use their hoses instead of let-
ting the building burn. Other cops
nearby were seen laughing among
themselves as the fire raged. By 7:00
p.m., the fire was out.

A fire marshall approached the
squat residents as they sat wrapped
in blankets across the street watching
their home disappear in smoke and
flames. The marshall said that the fire
began in the rear third floor hallway,
outside Jerry's apartment. He said
that he saw what appeared to be
grease and tar smeared on the walls,
stairs and rallings Inside, probably to
spread the fire. He added that empty
gas cans were also found Inside.

ByChri Flash

set up In temporary hotel rooms by
the Red Cross while others were put
up In neighboring squats.

The next morning, another myster-
ious fire erupted in Serenity House, a
block away. This time, however, the
fire was confined to only one apart-
ment, mostly due to renovations and
the installation of fire-proof sheetrock-
ing many months before, as well as
the presence of several fire extin-
guishers. Residents had the fire put
out as firemen arrived.

That same morning, Fire Depart-
ment crews returned to the Ninth
Street Squat and neatly cut several
large square sections out of the roof.
People looking on from La Plaza
noted that the firemen knew where it
was safe to walk on the roof, having
let the fire consume certain parts the
night before. Cutting the roof is also
standard procedure after a squat fire,
The purpose is to expose the build-
ing’s joists and interior to the ele-
ments, Insuring that no one can live
there again once everything Is suffi-
ciently rotted.

According to Jerry, the Ninth Street
Squat was buiit in the 1870s, refur-
bished around 1906 and again in
1936. The property changed hands
several times and was last owned in
the 1970s by an absentee landlord
from Boston who would show up
drunk atthe building every few
months, looking for rent money. Even-
tually, the building was taken by the
city for non-payment of taxes. The city
expected the tenants to leave, but as
they moved out over time, others
moved In. Jerry says he began living
there on January 12, 1984,

Two days after the fire, building
residents were allowed inside to get
their belongings. Over the next few
days, firemen returned several times
to the building for reasons unknown.
Finally, on February 7, the building’s
windows were boarded up by crews
hired by the city. No one knows for
sure who Is behind the Ninth Street
Squat fire, which now seems more
suspicious since a smaller fire took
place in one of the building's store-
fronts on Thanksgiving Day. The con-
struction of a new housing police sta-
tion only a block away has some peo-
ple wondering If all of these events
are connected.

THE SHADOW

NEVER SLEEPS!!

Some of the squat's residents were
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13TH STREET SQUATTER VICTORY!!
By Chris Flash

Squatters of the Lower East Side have won their latest legal battle against the com-
bined forces of the City of New York, a phony housing group controlled by right wing
pro-landlord City Councilman Antonio Pagén, and persons trying to sabotage their legal
efforts.

As reported in SHADOW #234, on October 12, 1994, the East 13th Homesteaders
Coalition, which comprises five buildings on East 13th Street, obtained a Temporary
Restraining Order (TRO) through State Supreme Court Judge Elliott Wilk. Repre-
sented by attorney Jackie Bukowski, the coalition is seeking a permanent injunction
against Lower East Side Coalition Housing Development (LESCHD), a housing group
controlled by councilman Pagin. LESCHD has been trying to take the five buildings
with help from the city, claiming they are vacant and are a "blighting influence” on the
neighborhood. LESCHD plans te convert the buildings into "low-income" housing that
would revert to market rate housing in fifteen years. The TRO prevents the city from
taking any action toward evicting the buildings without "due process."

Taking a calculated risk, the coalition allowed various city agencies to inspect the
public areas of their buildings. To ensure against a double-cross, the homesteaders
requested that Judge Wilk attend the inspections.

On November 22, officials from the Fire and Buildings Departments, Housing Pre-
servation and Development (HPD) engineers, Pagén’s reps from LESCHD, LESCHD’s
contractors, members of the Corporation Counsel (the city’s in-house lawyers) and De-
puty Inspector Richard Seta of the ninth precinct, were escorted through the buildings.
After Wilk left, the city's lawyers attempted to obtain a vacate order, alleging "unsafe"
conditions found at one of the buildings (one joist in a basement was sagging -- this was
immediately replaced after the inspections). The cops present told HPD they would not
attempt an eviction since it was not in the scope of Wilk's order to inspect the buildings.

Despite concerns of some squatters that the inspections were a ruse to force mass
evictions, the cops were cool, though they had back-ups of riot cops and "emergency
service" vehicles only a few blocks away. (The SHADOW learned that the city tried to
induce Deputy Inspector Seta to sign an affadavit alleging that the homesteaders posed
a threat to the safety of police and that he supported their removal. Seta refused.)

Shortly before xmas, city lawyers made a motion for Judge Wilk to decide the case
expeditiously on the grounds that the coalition’s case had no merits. The city claimed
that the homesteaders came to court with "dirty hands" as trespassers and that they had
no case. Judge Wilk said he would give them an answer sometime in January.

Also present in court that day were two members of one of the buildings (535 East
13th St.). The men, known as "Butch" Johnson and John ("The Communist") Potak,
have been trying since last October to sabotage the coalition’s case against the city. Be-
side spreading disinformation to convince squatters that the suit will cause the evictions
of the squats, Johnson and Potak have also mounted a smear campaign against those
involved in the suit, claiming they are police agents and working for the city.

Interestingly, Johnson was seen sitting with LESCHD members in the courtroom, ex-
changing telephone numbers as they whispered in his ear. Persons attending the hearing
told the SHADOW that they saw Johnson earlier giving the court clerk a package which
he said contained "a cassette tape.” Strangely, a cassette tape recording of a squatter

Eviction Watch meeting was stolen by Potak, who then issued posters and leaflets publi-
cly exposing squatter defense strategies discussed at the meeting.

At an earlier court date, Johnson and Potak attempted to have their building re-
moved from the collective suit. According to SHADOW sources, when representatives
from HPD told Judge Wilk that they were offering Johnson and Potak city apartments
in exchange for removing their building from the suit, Johnson said, "Yes, that’s what we
wanl." When questioned by the SHADOW, Johnson-claimed "everyone was offered free
apartments." Other residents of the 13th Street buildings told the SHADOW that this is
a lie.

Later, when the homesteaders received the city’s response papers Lo their suit, they
discovered a letter written by Johnson, alleging that the parties to the suit against the
city do not live in the buildings. The city, with no strong argument against the home-
steaders, has used Johnson’s letter to bolster its case against them.

On February 6, the city requested another inspection of one of the buildings, located
at 545 East 13th Street. City lawyers claimed that they were concerned about a bow in
the brickwork on the side of the building. The residents had already installed an archi-
tectural bracing structure to stabilize it. They allowed one rep from HPD and one en-
gineer to inspect the brickwork, and the inspectors agreed that the bracing was good.
The city then had a wooden canopy installed for further safety. This was accepted by
the homesteaders, who planned to have one erected anyway for future work on the
building.

On February 10, Judge Wilk denied the city’s motion and again extended the TRO.
He then requested an evidenciary hearing, setting March 13 as the date on which daily
hearings will begin. Judge Wilk also questioned the city’s allowing abandonment for so
many years, and he asked why tke city has been holding housing stock. HPD reps ad-
mitted that HPD administers 2,000 buildings with a total of 20,000 units. (SHADOW
sources believe the numbers are much higher.) They told Judge Wilk that their true fear
is that if the homesteaders succeed, a "land rush" will be created.

Beside thwarting the city’s attempts to evict them, the homesteaders can now use the
evidenciary hearing to question high ranking city officials responsible for housing poli-
cies for the past 15 years. The case can be used to present a factual record of how and
why people have became homesteaders.

City lawyers left the courtroom agreeing to the date of the new hearing and not chal-
lenging the extension of the TRO. Six hours later, Carol Sellers of the Corporation
Counsel called Ms. Bukowski to say that the city will invoke an automatic stay. Sellers
refused to say when they would do this, telling Ms. Bukowski that they are only legally
required to mail notice to the parties of the suit. Sellers also said that the case is now
out of her hands and is being handled by other city attorneys. As the SHADOW goes to
press, there is no indication that the city has stayed the TRO. Ms. Bukowski, who
checks daily to see if it has been stayed, sees no difficulty in vacating it.

Ms. Bukowski told the SHADOW that the city's right of automatic stay "is only to be
used as a shield, not a sword. It is meant to preserve the status quo, which in this case
is people living in their homes; not to be used by a loser to do with impunity what he
would have done if he had won the lawsuit," she explained. :

If the TRO is stayed by the city, the plaintiffs will then go to the Appellate Court to
overturn it. Even so, the evidenciary hearing will take place as scheduled in front of
Judge Wilk on March 13 at 60 Centre Street.
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SHADOW EXCLUSIVE:
EYEWITNESS REPORT FROM THE
- ZAPATISTA REVOLUTION
By Bill Weinberg

[NEWS FLASH!! As the SHADOW goes to press (2/10), we have just
received word that Mexican government troops are moving on the
Zapatistas with orders to arrest Subcomandante Marcos and other
Zapatista leaders. Apparently, A Zapatista safe house in Mexico City
was busted, and a woman arrested Is said to have revealed Marcos’
identity under interrogation. A safehouse was also busted in Veracruz,
and explosives were said to be found, providing President Ernesto
Zedillo with the “justification” for breaking the ceasefire. Powerful Wall
Street figures had also been pressuring Zedillo to crack down on the
Zapatistas to "restore confidence" in the peso. Meetings to organize
solidarity with the Zapatistas are being held on Tuesday nights at 7:00
by the National Committee for Democracy in Mexico at the Washington
Square Church at 135 West 4th Street.]

A year has come and gone since the
Indian rebel movement called the Zapa-
dista Army of National Liberation
(EZLN) launched its New Years Day
1994 uprising in the southern Mexican
state of Chiapas. As 1994 came 1o a
close, this poorest and most Indian of
Mexican states was back at the brink of
war. A ceasefire was brokered at the
last minute, but the new President
Ernesto Zedillo and his long-ruling In-
stitutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
face both financial crisis in the wake of
December’s dramatic peso collapse, and
a fast-growing revolutionary movement
throughout the Mexican south.

"l consider myself only an instrument
of the people, who want a legitimate
government," says Amado Avendano,
the self-proclaimed "rebel governor” of
Chiapas, from his improvised office in
an occupied building of the National
Indian Institute (INI) in the Highland
city of San Cristobal de Las Casas.

Pine needles cover the floor, and the
rcbel governor’s Indian supporters have
set up a small altar in the reception
area, with candles and copal incense.
"So I am here,” says Avendadfo, who still
wears a paich over one eye from his
pre-election auto crash which he calls
an assassination attempt. "At the mo-
ment 1 no longer have that support, 1
am ready to go back home and continue
to publish my newspaper.

Avendano published El Tiempo, San
Cristobal’s small but feisty daily, before
announcing his gubernatorial candidacy
with the Party of the Democratic Revo-
lution (PRD), which has emerged as the
first serious left opposition to the PRI's
entrenched 65-year hegemonic rule.

The August elections brought the
PRI's Eiduardo Robledo to power, but a
"Popular Electoral Tribunal” made up
of representatives from Indian and cam-
pesino groups declared the results frau-
dulent after their independent
investigation. Upon Robledo’s
assumption of power on December 8,
the EZLN declared the ceasefire, which
had held since January, broken. 40,000
federal army troops poured in to Chia-
pas, forlifying the roadblocks surround-
ing the Zapatistas’ stronghold in the
remote jungle known as the Lacandon
Selva.

Seemingly trapped, on December 19,
the Zapatistas surprised the nation by
filtering out of the Selva--and through
the army’s net--along remote mountain
trails, and announcing their presence in
38 of Chiapas’ 111 municipalities, most-
ly in the Highlands. Blockading roads,
and occupying the municipal palace in
the village of Simojovel, the Zapatistas
declared the 38 municipalities "in rebel-
lion" and loyal to the "rebel transition
government' of Amado Avendafo.

As the army moved in on the rebel
positions, the Zapatistas abandoned
their roadblocks and disappeared into
the local population. Tanks and troops
occupied the Highland villages, often at
the ostensible invitation of the munici-
pal authorities. But the PRIista munici-

pal governments often have administra-
tive control only over the village centers.
In the surrounding outlying peasant
communities, real territorial control lies
with the Indian and campesino indepen-
dent (i.e. not government-controlled) or-
ganizations, which generally support
Avendafio and the EZLN.

Since last January's Zapatista upris-
ing, these groups have united in the
State Council of Indian & Campesino
Organizations (CEOIC), and launched a
statewide campaign of land occupations.
The federal government, in an effort to
buy peace, has agreed to reimburse the
big ranchers who make up the tradi-
tional economic elite of Chiapas, for
their squatted lands. But the ranchers’
organizations are demanding a govern-
ment crackdown on the occupations and
have openly announced that they are
putting the money into arms. Violent
conflict between CEOIC militants and
the Guardias Blancas, the private goon
squads of the cattle aristocracy, con-
tinues to shake the state. CEOIC
charges that the landowners are organ-
izing "death squads."

Since December 8, CEOIC has de-
clared five "pluri-ethnic autonomous re-
gions" in Chiapas. In a state long torn
by violent divisions between Indians and
mestizos, the CEOIC is demanding a lo-
cal self-government which includes and
respects all ethnic groups. Many outly-
ing hamlets have declared themselves
self-governing "New Municipalities,”
breaking from the PRI-controlled muni-
cipal governments of the village centers.
Avendafno and the EZLN have recog-
nized these Autonomous Regions and
New Municipalities.

Avendafio, who has appointed an
Autonomy Council made up of Indian
leaders, says, "The Tojolobales in Trini-
taria, Las Margaritas and Ocosingo
want their own laws, in their own lan-
guage and tradition. The Choles, in the
northern zone of the state, want their
own system of justice in their own terri-
tory." All of the seven councils the rebel
governor has appointed include Indians-
-this in a state where the impoverished
Indian majority has always been exclud-
ed from political power.

Robledo, attempting to defuse the
situation, has officially left the PRI. The
federal government has declared the
official agrarian reform, terminated else-
where in the country in preparation for
the anticipated privatization of com-
munal ejido lands under NAFTA, back
on the agenda in Chiapas, where it was
never effectively applied in the first
place due to the power of the local aris-
tocracy.

But it may not be enough to buy
peace. "Nothing has changed in Chia-
pas,” says Avendafo. "So the Zapatistas
have reason 1o be in the same slate of
war."

On December 19, San Cristobal’s
Bishop Samuel Ruiz began a hunger
strike--which he called a religious fast--
for peace. Ruiz, long a champion of

ZAPATISTA STANDS GUARD IN LACANDON SELVA

ZAPATISTA DEMONSTRATORS TRASH

CHASE MANHATTAN BANK!!
By Chris Flash

In response to Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo’s orders on February 9 for
the detention of the top leadership of the Zapatista National Liberation Army
(EZLN), approximately 150 people met in front of the Mexican Consulate
General's building at 8 Easat 41st Street on February 13.

The rally, called by the New York Committee for Democracy in Mexico/USA,
included speeches, chanting, and a letter from EZLN leader sub-comandante
Marcos read aloud. After an hour or so, the demonstrators made their way up
Fifth Avenue to the Chase Manhattan Bank at 44th Street. The Rockefeller
family-controlled Chase Bank, with billions of dollars at risk in Mexican
Iinvestments, has called on the Mexican government to crush the Zapatista
uprising in order to restore foreign investor confidence, whose security in
Mexico is the main purpose of the NAFTA agreement.

After demonstrating outside the bank for a while, some 50-100 people
spontaneously went inside to bring the point home to Chase lackeys and their
customers. Some people chanted, held posters and howled, while others
engaged in creative trashing, including graffiti, tossing garbage and stuffing the
suggestion box with demands that Chase Manhattan keep out of Mexico. After
about 20 minutes, the demonstrators left the bank, just as pigs descended on
the corner in force. They immediately grabbed one vociferous demonstrator,
who was probably identified by the Chase-oids.

As the crowd made their way down Fifth Avenue, they were escorted by pigs
who threatened arrest if they stopped walking. A woman was arrested at the
library for not moving fast enough. She was charged with *Disorderly Conduct”
and "Resisting Arrest." Moments later, pigs chased and caught a young man
who wanted to walk in another direction. As P.O.s Hennessy and Amendola of
the Midtown South precinct beat the man, a woman asked why they were hitting
him. Without missing a beat, Amendola jumped the woman and beat her to the
ground before cuffing her. Predictably, both were charged with assaulting the

pigs.

Another demo has been called for February 17 in front of another Chase
Manhattan Bank at One Chase Plaza, between William and Liberty Streets, at
4:30 p.m. The Committee for Democracy in Mexico meets every Tuesday at 135
West 4th Street, at 7:30 p.m. For more info, call (212) 614-6662.

Z1HYMHOS YNHSOr

Chiapas’ Indians, brokered the abortive
dialogue between the Zapatistas and the
federal government at his cathedral last
March. Now, the EZLN has rejected
the Multi-Party Peace Commission con-
vened by President Zedillo as bogus,
and demanded government recognition
of the National Intermediation Commis-
sion (CONAI) convened by Ruiz as a
condition for declaring a ceasefire and
returning to the table. On December 24,
the government blinked and agreed to
recognize CONAL

Ruiz, fasting in the cathedral, was
visited by both high-level government
delegations and groups of supportive
Indians from Highland villages who
drum and dance in his honor. The
government troops which had penetra-
ted into Zapatista territory on the edge
of the Selva were withdrawn, and the
EZLN responded by declaring a six-day
truce beginning January 1. After ten
days of tension and paranoia, Chiapas
appeared, for the moment at least, to
be back from the brink.

After nearly three weeks, Bishop
Ruiz ended his fast. On January 15, the
EZLN announced an indefinite cease-
fire, and Interior Secretary Esteban
Moctezuma was helicoptered into a se-
cret location in the Lacandon Selva for
the first talks on the possibility of a new
dialogue with the Zapatistas.

But the crisis is far from over. "It's a

grave situation," says Marina Patricia of
the San Cristobal Diocese’s Fray Barto-
lemé de Las Casas Human Rights Cen-
ter. She says the center has documented
130 human rights violations in Chiapas
in 1994 after the January ceasefire.
They include killings, rapes, torture and
arbitrary detention, mostly committed
by the army or Guardias Blancas against
local Indians. "There have been no seri-
ous investigations," says Patricia. Fur-
thermore, in many cases, such as that of
two Tzeltal women raped at a military
roadblock in Altamirano, viclims are
willing to report violations to the Las
Casas Center, but too intimidated to
pursue the cases in the legal system.
Meanwhile, the left opposition is
challenging the installation of PRI
governors in the neighboring states of
Oaxaca, Veracruz and Tabasco. From
December 2 through 8, the central
square in Oaxaca City was occupied by
thousands of pro-democracy dissidents
from the PRI-controlied teachers’ union
Jemanding the resignation of the PRI's
Governor Diodoro Carrasco. This fol-
lowed a November strike in which
teachers occupied the city’s airport, and
wo were mysteriously killed. Oaxaca's
dissident Section 22 of the National
Education Workers Union (SNTE) has
forged strong links to independent Indi-

See ZAPATISTAS On Page 23
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DEA’S FINEST DETAILS CORRUPTION
By John Veit

(Celerino Castillo Ill, one of the Drug Enforcement Agency’s most prolific
agents, who netted record busts in New York, Peru, Guatemala, El Salvador and
San Francisco, was ordered not to investigate US-sponsored drug trafficking
operations supervised by Oliver North. After twelve years of service, Castillo has
retired from the agency, "amazed that the US government could get away with
drug trafficking for so long.” In his book Powderburns: Cocaine, Conitras, and
the Drug War [Mosaic Press, 1994], Castillo details the US role in drug and
weapons smuggling, money laundering, torture, and murder, and includes
Oliver North's drug use and dealing, and the training of death squads in El
Salvador and Guatemala by the DEA.)

NEW YORK CITY: NO RULES

After spending six years as a cop in
Edinburgh, Texas, Vietnam veteran
Celerino Castillo joined the DEA. His
first assignment was New York City in
1980. Cocaine was making a healthy re-
turn to streetcorners and the city’s
suiiving discos. Crack pipes were mak-
ing their first gasps in the city as Ronald
Reagan ushered in a new era of bor-
sowed prosperity and conspicuous deca-
lence.

Placed in the New York office’s wili-
est squad, the "Raiders,” Castillo
watched as dealers’ doors were kicked
in without warrants, illegal wiretaps
were performed, and Miranda rights
were forgotten. During a stint at Kenne-
dy Airport, he saw agents rip off traf-
fickers, regularly pocketing cash, jewelry
and drugs. Not being one to snitch, the
young agent held his tongue. "I had al-
ways done things by the book. Here they
ripped out the pages and stomped on
them," Castillo told the SHADOW. "Inter-
nal Affairs was always watching, but we
were protected by the cluster of New
Yorkers in DEA’s Washington office
known as the New York Mafia." These
administrative agents insured that the
New York office, the country’s largest,
was immune from "messy internal inves-
tigations." Contacted by the SHADOW,
DEA spokesman John Hughes denied
that such an organization existed, stating
that such a thing would, "stick out like a
sore thumb."

PERU: DRUG WAR FUTILITY

By 1984, the US appetite for cocaine
was peaking as fields in South America
were converted to accommodate the
coca leaf. Castillo, the only Spanish-
speaking field agent in Peru, continued
his efficient work, making numerous
busts in his two years there.

Working the jungles, although frus-
trating for Castillo, was a welcome
change from Manhattan’s steel maze
and reminiscent of Vietnam. Stymied by
the DEA’s advisory status in foreign
countries, however, Castillo was unable
to probe too deeply into Peru’s narco
underworld. The Peruvian military
thought their American advisor would
be satisfied torching small labs and
shooting down traffickers’ planes. Cas-
tillo demanded to bust the big labs, the
factories run by the cartels. Peru’s mili-
tary however, conveniently kept the lar-
ger fields and refineries off-limits to
American investigation. The military
claimed that the Shining Path (Sendero
Luminoso, the Maoist guerrillas whose
reign of terror included cocaine smug-
gling and numerous murders of govern-
ment officials and civilians) controlled
the areas of major cocaine production.

The last thing Peru’s government
wanted was to have an American agent
killed by Sendero, which would jeopar-
dize future military aid. Castillo later
learned their caution was merely a
smokescreen used to protect Columbian
cartel-controlled airstrips and refineries
from American intervention. The mili-
tary, like most Peruvian governmental
agencies, was largely dominated by
Colombia’s cartels who were adept at
greasing palms and instilling fear in the
hearts of potential drug enforcement
heroes.

The US took a more prominent role
in the Peruvian military during Castillo’s
four years there, with programs like
Operation Condor, which used the col-
lective services of the DEA, CIA and
the armies of Colombia and Peru to
fight drug trafficking. With their help,
Castillo was able to coordinate more
and larger busts, including South Ameri-
ca’s biggest ever: four tons of raw coca
paste, three airplanes, and a gargantuan
cocaine refinery able to perform every
phase of the leafl’s metamorphosis into
nose candy. As a result, US military aid
to Peru was increased.

Despite his successes, Castillo re-
mained mired in the DEA’s bigoted bu-
reaucracy. Castillo’s station chief, Peter
Rieff, a non-Spanish speaker, felt
threatened by Castillo and transferred
him to Guatemala without the promo-
tion originally promised after one year’s
service. Rieff’'s reasoning was, "you just
haven’t paid your dues, Cele."

ASSASSINATION PLOT
IN GUATEMALA
During a later assignment, an infor-
mant provided Castillo with wiretapped
conversations of a drug dealing Guate-
malan colonel outlining an intricate plan
to assassinate him. "Instead of talking
about the bust the informant was setting
up, Colonel Maran kept going on about
how he was going to blame the rebels
for my assassination. A hit squad was
going to wait in the bushes and ambush
me when I drove past on Highway 8 in
El Salvador," Castillo told the
SHADOW from his home state of
Texas, where he is currently president
of his local Parent Teachers Associa-

tion.
* Castillo had reported to his superiors

that Moran was heavily involved in nar-
cotics trafficking, frequently orchestra-
ting cash drops to the Panama City
branch of the scandal-ridden Bank of
Credit and Commerce International
(BCCI). After hearing the tapes outlin-
ing the assassination, DEA superiors
ordered Castillo to drive down Highway
8 to El Salvador to investigate a mission
of dubious importance. "I felt as if
someone had painted a bullseye on the
back of my head," Castillo recalled.
"Tree branches were sniper rifles, I
drove about ninety miles an hour most
of the way."

DEA files outlining Colonel Moran’s
sporadic career as a DEA and CIA in-
formant were provided to Castillo by
agents sympathetic to his plight as an
agency pariah. During later DEA at-
tempts to silence Castillo, the Colonel
was summoned to testify before the
DEA’s Office of Professional Responsi-
bility. Moran detailed allegations to
enthralled inspectors that Castillo had
shot several drug dealers in the back of
the head during a bust in Puerto Bar-
rios, Guatemala in 1986. The charges
were false and Moran’s plot to assassin-
ate Castillo was never mentioned during
the proceedings.

DEA informants include some of the
world’s most disreputable rouges who
often use their informant status as carte
blanche to deal dope on the side. Al-
though DEA spokesman Hughes denied
to the SHADOW that such "double dip-
ping" is tolerated, he added: "You don't
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use the Pope to catch drug dealers.”
Hughes also denied that the agency
is reckless with their overseas agents,
saying they "always have a recourse for
back-up, usually with local police." Local
police certainly didn’t help Camerena,
and Castillo laughed when the
SHADOW told him Hughes’ remarks.

CENTRAL AMERICA: CHAOS,
COCAINE, DEATH SQUADS
The Guatemala City DEA office in

the US Embassy compound covers four
countries: El Salvador, Guatemala, Be-
lize, and Honduras. In 1985, Castillo’s
beat, El Salvador and Guatemala, was
one of the most volatile on the globe,
racked by years of internal warfare,
death squad violence, and narcotraffick-
ing.

Like Peru, both governments were
subservient to three related entities: the
US Government, the cartels, and their
militaries. The militaries operated on
their own, violently rooting out sus-
pected communists from their borders
while trafficking drugs and weapons to
support themselves. Both nations” mili-
taries harbored death squads who rou-
tinely kidnapped and tortured suspected
subversives. It was with these elements
that Castillo was forced to cooperate in
forming anti-narcoterrorism units.

In training his elite drug squads,
Castillo utilized the services of re-
nowned death squad leaders. Dr. Hec-
tor Antonio Regalado was hired as a
firearms trainer for Castillo’s El Salva-
dor unit at the recommendation of
Colonel James Steele, commander of
the United States Military Group which
oversaw American armed forces in Cen-
tral America.

Trained at the US’ School of the
Americas in Ft. Benning, Georgia,
Regalado often bragged of his trigger-
man role in the assassination of Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero, a globally be-
loved human rights activist, in March
1980. Regalado was also a torture ex-
pert, frequently using his skills as a
dentist to extract information from nota-
ble "subversives." Much to Castillo’s dis-
gust, the death squads’ most notorious
human butchers and drug dealers be-
came his students and colleagues. While
Castillo’s classes dealt primarily with
surveillance, raid tactics and firearms
training, others detailed explicit torture
methods. Deemed "interview tech-
niques," students were instructed how to
use cattle prods and hoses and to sub-
merge suspects’ faces in buckets of
water until nearly causing drowning.

Death squad drug busts made the
Mexican federales seem tame by com-
parison. Standard procedure involved
Castillo doing the intelligence gathering
for a bust, after which the military
would swarm in, interrogating and tor-
turing the traffickers to death before

'CELERINO CASTILLO POSES WITH

P

600 KLOS OF COCAINE SEIZED

absconding with a portion of the drugs.

One such bust happened on Septem-
ber 25, 1987, when Castillo’s unit busted
a cocaine ring run by Guatemalan Con-
gressman Carlos Ramiro de Paz. 3000
kilos of cocaine, the largest bust in
Central American history, were found.
By the time the coke got to headquar-
ters, however, six hundred kilos were
missing. A soldier laughingly admitted
to Castillo that the G2 (Guatemala’s
elite military unit) had pilfered it.

While the G2 let de Paz live, (G2
wiretappers later relished listening to
him pleading with Medillin cartel leader
Pablo Escobar to have mercy on him),
everycne else was hacked to death with
machetes. A Mexican drug courier’s
daughters were gang-raped before their
execution.

Castillo reported these and other de-
tails of Guatemalan and Salvadoran
military corruption to his station chief,
Bob Stia, who reluctantly signed the re-
ports. All of Castillo’s reports were for-
warded to the US Embassy, where they
went on to Washington. DEA Washing-
ton refuses to open the Puerto Barrios
file, in addition to most of Castillo’s
reports, citing privacy restrictions. Cas-
tillo has, however, made his reports
available to journalists and the public.

IRAN-CONTRA-COCAINE

The Iran-Contra scandal blared
across American television and newspa-
pers, but drug activity was rarely men-
tioned. The American public accepted
the Reagan Administration’s version of
Iran-Contra, which maintained that wea-
pons were covertly sold to Iran in order
to generate funds for Contra mercenary
soldiers seeking to overthrow the Nica-
raguan Sandanista government. The
money used by US Marine Corps Lieu-
tenant Colonel Oliver North and his
entourage from weapons sales to Iran to
fund the Contras was a "drop in the
bucket," according to Castillo. He told
the SHADOW, "To the best of my
knowledge, most of the money to fund
the contras came through narcotics traf-
ficking."

During Castillo’s first day briefing,
DEA Station Chief Stia casually men-
tioned an operation being conducted by
North and the National Security Council
in El Salvador's Ilopango airport. This
operation was to dominate the rest of
Castillo’s life, ruining his career as an
agent. Stia said North picked up where
the CIA left off, in supplying the con-
tras with the necessary trappings of in-
surrection. US support of the contras
was highly illegal, prohibited by the US
congress' Boland Amendments.

While Castillo empathized with con-
tra soldiers in the field, who were de-
pendent upon the erratic stream of sup-
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