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RUDY TO BLACK PEOPLE:
DIE OR I’LL SHOOT YOU!!

We are in trouble deep, folx. We have a Mayor who responds to a 40%
unemployment rate among young Black men by evicting a thousand peddiers from the
streets of Harlem. First Giuliani pledges to rid the streets of crime. Next, he pledges to
purge the welfare rolls of the cheating scum, who as far as Rudy is concerned, is
everybody on welfare. Then he wields the axe on the city payroll, tossing tens of
thousands of people on to the job market to compete with the rest of the unemployed.
Then he tells a thousand people on 125th Street who up to now had been making a
living: go on welfare, commit crimes, but don't dare, dare go out and sell something.
Don't try to survive the Amerikan way or we’ll beat you up and throw you in jail.

Indeed, who were the peddlers of 125th Street bothering? Whose quality of life were
they affecting adversely by selling people the things that they need at reduced prices?
The attack on the Harlem street vendors was not done for the people of Harlem, it was
done to the people of Harlem. The stated idea of the peddler evictions was to get rid of
the non-tax paying peddiers and force the people of Harlem to buy from the tax paying
merchants. This must be done, say the overpaid parasites called the "authorities,"
otherwise government will cease to function. So the government must collect taxes to
pay police to evict peddlers, otherwise the people will buy from peddiers who do not
pay taxes and the government will have no money to pay the police to evict the
peddlers. What a strange way this is to go about things! Why don’t they just let the
peddiers go on peddling, save the overtime that they are paying the police to evict
them, and forget about the taxes? How can Giuliani and his City Hall creeps fail to
realize that anyone who is deprived of the means of making a living ends up costing
somebody else money?

Giuliani, however, is immune to logic and common sense because he is a bigot. He is
an ignorant, uptight, bridge-and-tunnel-moosehead-on-the-wall white Catholic bigot who
wants to hurt Black people. Every time he hurts Black people, his constituents out there
go "ooh ooh ooh, we love Rudy," because that is what they hired him to do. Giuliani, of
course, never says anything about hating Black people. His race bigotry is disguised by a
veil of class bigotry, which is a good enough disguise in 1990s New York, where class
bigotry is well-accepted among the middle class and the professionals. In the sidewalk
cafés where the new information elite gather, they talk the tasteful kind of racist talk:
"Oh, no, we don’t hate Black people! Why, I have a wonderful Black investment banker
living in our building, but those teenagers on the subway and those smelly homeless
people! Maybe we need a man like Giuliani." Racism in New York is like chopped liver
- it is something ground up to look and smell like something that it is not -- but in fact
is what it is. And Giuliani is adept at dishing out this chopped liver.

Giuliani is running a regime of force, not consent. He took away the Harlem
peddlers’ living by lining 125th Street with kops in groups of three stationed every ten
meters -- the same way the government took Tompkins Square Park away from the
people of the Lower East Side. By maintaining massive reserves of police, he has taken
away the ability of communities to resist the force of the centralized State. Behind
democracy must always stand the threat of resistance and Giuliani stands prepared (o
deal with this resistance. Surrounded by an army which can be mobilized at a moment’s
notice, Giuliani and the ruling class of New York feel able to view the Black community
with a purely white gaze and to slap the Black community with a purely white hand.
This situation will not go on forever. Rudy is pissing off so many people that one day,
everybody will rebel at the same time and the kops will be spread too thin to deal with
it.

We now have a Mayor who responds to unemployment by throwing people out of
work, and to homelessness by evicting squatters from their homes. In spite of a few
anti-gun increase-the-peace posters on the subway, we have a Mayor for whom men
with guns are the solution to everything and the substitute for a social contract. Giuliani
was hired by big real estate as the executioner of enlightenment and the hangman of

humanism. Will we let him do his job?
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NOTHING*--Deputy Inspector
Richard Seta to the SHADOW,
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SQUATTERS RIGHTS
ON EAST 13TH STREET

Under its federally-funded "Vacant
Buildings Rehabilitation Program," the
Guliani administration is preparing to
violently evict 200 men, women and
children from five fully-occupied squat-
ter homesteads on East 13th Street,
homes that were created out of the
ruins of buildings abandoned by the
City of New York 10 years ago. These
buildings sat empty and rotting, not
even a tarp placed over the roof to
keep out the rains. They sat for
years...until squatters arrived.

Forsaking their own legal require-
ments, the city council "waived" the so-
called "Uniform Land Use Review Pro-
cedure" (ULURP), which is supposed
to review all land contracts (specula-
tion) in New York City with public
hearings. Not that it would have mat-
tered anyway. It was a done deal.

The East 13th Street squatters are
fighting a legal battle against the
planned evictions and will not easily
become another by-product of the
capitalist's land grab. Squatters are
struggling in the courts for rights (their
next hearing with Judge Wilk is on No-
vember 16), even though getting jus-
tice there is like searching for fish in
the desert. The most that can be
hoped for is to gain the right not to be
evicted. Never, under capitalism's my-
riad forms of greed, will squatters be
granted the right to violate the sanctity
of private property.

Meanwhile, on the ground in Lois-
aida, City Councilman Tony Pagan
scurries to his next meeting with
another sleazy real estate financier. His
Lower East Side Coalition for Housing
Development Inc., is one of a number
of corporate fronts set up to make
money while pretending to provide low
income housing in the name of the
poor.

Everyone has the right not to be
violated. People have a human right
not to treated cruelly, a right not to be
tortured with fear over losing their
homes. The squats on East 13th Street
were taken out of necessity for afforda-
ble housing and a desire to build an
alternative community, a community of
neighbors that care for each other,
that will defend one another by any
and all means at our disposal.

EVERYTHING APPEARING IN THE SHADOW MAY BE USED
FOR ANY INFORMATIVE PURPOSE. WE REQUEST CREDIT
FOR ANYTHING REPRINTED FROM THE SHADOW. WE WILL
GLADLY TRADE ISSUES AND SUBS WITH OTHER POLITICAL

+ SUBVERSIVE P\.IB'WTPNSQ.EA:?@ TEJ.I;N l‘._IIS 9&“} f '__,",d 3
. g

SHADOW STAFF:
EDITOR:Chris Flash, A. Kronstadt
REPORTERS:Lamont Cranston, Scott
Cunningham, Paul DeRienzo, Chris
Flash, Stuart Frankel, Pamela Franklin,
Free-1, Kurt Hill, Jane, Robert Knight,
Drew Kramer, A. Kronstadt, Barbara
Lee, Bob McGlynn, Amelia Morales,
Frank Morales (A. Bertoli), Nashua,
Marina Ortiz, William Pleasant, Gabby
Sloan, Sara Valentine, Bill Weinberg,
Eric Williams, C.W.

PHOTOS:Ashley, Jack Dawkins, Chris
Flash, Simon Kahn, Lannes Kenfield,
Peter LeVasseur, Andrew Lichtenstein,
Q. Sakimaki

ART:Cosmo, Scott Cunningham, Eric
Drooker, Tuli Kupferberg, Mac McGill,
Mike Schafer, Seth Tobocman, L. Van
Abbema, Andrew Wendel
PRODUCTION + LAYOUT:Mac
McGill, L. Van Abbema
PROOFREADERS:Stuart Frankel,
Ruth

ATTORNEYS AT LARGE:Stanley L.

Cohen, Ronald Kuby, William Kungstler. .,

The yuppies and those who have
secured their own apartments through
connections with Community Board
Three accuse squatters with: "What
gives you the right to seize property?"
What gives them the right to speculate
on real estate and take housing meant
for low-income residents? Every time
they "flip" their units for tremendous
profits, the cost of living here is driven
higher, making life even harder for the
poor. They don't have the same needs
as the poor; in fact, they can afford to
live elsewhere.

Isn't it common knowledge that the
rich seize land and property all over
the world every day? From whence do
the wealthy derive their right to acquire
city-owned land and housing and
throw people out? What gives them
the right to exploit? And why should
their rights be more sacred than those
of the poor, particularly those who are
struggling to survive? We feel no obli-
gation to pay any respect to the rights
of any person who denies us our
rights.

Whenever poor, hard working peo-
ple take what they need to survive,
when they occupy vacant lots and
abandoned buildings as they have on
East 13th Street over the last 10 years,
they are exercising their human right to
a home, to safety and life. Squatters
and their supporters are building a
new world based on caring for our
neighbors rather than exploiting and
evicting them, a world where there will
be no poor because there will certainly
be no rich.

Squatters rights don't exist in some
heavenly realm. Like other human
rights, they can only be said to truly
exist when they are put into practice.
Squatters rights don't exist on paper
but in the concrete action of opening
up empty buildings, working on them
and creating homes. Rights are not
real unless they are enacted. This is
precisely what the East 13th Street
homesteaders have done.

Currently, the squatters on East
13th Street and throughout the entire
Lower East Side are getting ready for
winter. A frigid wind is blowing from
Wall Street, up through City Hall, by
way of One Police Plaza. Squatters
need the warmth and heat of com-
munity support during this period
when the state is threatening violence
against us, which we will resist. With
the active support of wise and com-
passionate people, we will win, and the
entire neighborhood will win.




SHADOW WORLD EXCLUSIVE!!

WHO BOMBED THE
WORLD TRADE CENTER?
FBI BOMB BUILDERS EXPOSED!!

Combined report by Paul DeRienzo,
Frank Morales and Chris Flash

Two cassette tape recordings, obtained by SHADOW reporter Paul DiRienzo of
telephone conversations between FBI informant Emad Salem and his Bureau
contacts reveal secret U.S. Government complicity in the February 26, 1993 bombing
of the World Trade Center in New York City in which six people were killed and more
than a thousand were injured.

After careful deliberation, the SHADOW believes the question regarding the
bombing boils down to the following: Did the FBI do the bombing, utilizing informant
Salem as an "agent provocateur" or did it allow or fail to prevent an independent
Salem and his associates from doing it? The taped conversations obtained by the
SHADOW seem to indicate the former:

FBI informant Edam Salem: "...we was start already building the
bomb which is went off in the World Trade Center. It was built by
supervising supervision from the Bureau and the DA and we was
all informed about it and we know that the bomb start to be built.
By who? By your confidential informant. What a wonderful great
casel"

Who is Emad Salem? FBI bomber, Arab double-agent or just greedy? Possibly a
combination of all three. Salem is a former Egyptian Army officer who is currently the
U.S. government's star witness against Egyptian cleric Dr. Omar Abdel Rahman,
whom the FBI says was the ringleader in several bombing plots, including the World
Trade Center. Shortly after the bombing at the Twin Towers the U.S. government
moved to take Salem into the Witness Protection program.

According to the FBI, Salem was aware of the plot ostensibly because he had
infiltrated Sheik Rahman and his associates. He was recruited as a government
informant shortly after the 1991 assassination of right-wing militant Rabbi Meir
Kahane. As an associate of Rahman, Salem traveled in the cleric's inner circle,
surreptitiously recording conversations, and selling his information to the Bureau. But
unknown to his FBI handlers, Salem was also secretly recording his telephone
conversations with them, most likely to protect himself.

According to attorney Ron Kuby, after Salem was taken into the Witness
Protection Program on June 24, 1993, he told the feds about the more than 1,000
conversations he had recorded sometime between December, 1991 and June, 1993.
Kuby says that while some of these tapes are not significant, others contain
substantive dealings between Salem and his FBI handlers. Salem was actually
bugging the FBI.

The World Trade Center bombing, along with subsequent alleged plots to bomb
prominent targets in New York City, spawned a number of federal indictments and
trials resulting in the conviction of more than a dozen men, all of Arabic descent.
Salem’s exposure as a government informant who had a year earlier infiltrated the
group of men later charged in the bombing conspiracy caused many to wonder why
he and the FBI failed to provide any warning of the pending World Trade Center
bombing.

The answer now appears self-evident. According to William Kunstler, attorney for
Ibrahim El-Gabrowny, one of those accused in the larger bombing case, the entire
conspiracy was the product of Salem, the government informant. Kunstler's law
partner Ronald Kuby told the SHADOW that within hours of the World Trade Center
blast, Salem checked into @ midtown hospital, complaining of a loud ringing in his
ears. There is a growing belief that some of the four men charged and since
convicted and jailed for the World Trade Center bombing, Mohammad Aboulihma,
Mohammad Salameh, Nidal Ayyad and Ahmad Ajaj, may be innocent victims of a
government frame-up.

Attorneys for those convicted have maintained that the government's case is
circumstantial at best, with no evidence or motive linking the accused with the
bombing. The FBI and federal prosecutors have not as of yet responded to
questions over the lack of warning of the attack on the Twin Towers, despite the
strategic placement of their informant.

Two possible scenarios emerge. One: Salem is a rogue FBI informant who
created the conspiracy to bomb the World Trade Center for the money his
information about the plot (minus his role) would bring. An attorney for one of the
convicted men told the SHADOW that Salem was an FBI informant from November
of 1991 to the summer of 1992. The attorney says that the FBI became aware of the
World Trade Center bombing plot through informant Salem during this period, but
they refused to believe his information or to pay Salem's exhorbitant fees. In fact, the
feds claimed that they dropped Salem as an informant during the summer of 1992
after he refused or failed a lie detector test. This left Salem with a bombing plot but
no one to sell it to.

According to the attorney, Salem let the plot that he hatched go forward and the
World Trade Center was bombed so that he could get money and publicity. The
attorney says that within 48 hours of the bombing, the FBI requested Salem to help
them solve the case. Salem quickly pointed his finger at the defendants, all followers
of Sheik Rahman,

So, who did it? From the above point of view, Salem constructed the bomb plot
with those whom he subsequently set up. The U.S. government and its FBI were
innocent bystanders who failed to prevent the carnage due to their unwillingness to
take Salem'’s claims seriously, despite his close collaboration with Bureau agents for
the better part of a year.

The other scenario looks like this: Informant Salem organized the bomb plot with
the "supervision" of the FBI and the District Attorney as part of a classic entrapment
setup. He befriended certain individuals, possibly some of the defendants, convinced
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them that his intentions to bomb the World Trade Center were sincere, and
convinced them to get involved. The bomb goes off. Greedy Salem, with his ears still
ringing, sells out his accomplices while attempting to sell more information to the
Bureau. In order to protect him and their relationship, the FBI sequesters Salem and
utilizes him against the real target of the FBI, Sheik Rahman.

In one of the taped conversations between Salem and "Special Agent" John
Anticev, Salem refers to his and the Bureau's involvement in making the bomb that
blew up the World Tradé Center. As Salem is pressing for money while emphasizing
his value as a Bureau asset, the conversation moves in and out of references to the
bombing and the FBI's knowledge of the bomb making:

FBI: But ah, basically nothing has changed. I'm just telling you for
my own sake that nothing, that this isn't a salary, but you got paid
regularly for good information. | mean the expenses were a little bit
out of the ordinary and it was really questioned. Don't tell Nancy |
told you this. (Nancy Floyd is another FBI agent who worked
with Salem in his informant capacity. The second tape obtained
by the SHADOW is of a telephone conversation between Salem
and Floyd-Ed.)

SALEM: Well, | have to tell her of course.
FBI: Well then, if you have to, you have to.

SALEM: Yeah, | mean because the lady was being honest and |
was being honest and everything was submitted with receipts and
now it's questionable.

FBI: It's not questionable, it's like a little out of the ordinary.

SALEM: Okay. | don't think it was. If that what you think guys, fine,
but | don't think that because we was start aiready building the
bomb which is went off in the World Trade Center. It was built
by supervising supervision from the Bureau and the DA and we
was all informed about it and we know that the bomb start to
be built. By who? By your confidential informant. What a
wonderful great case! And then he put his head in the sand | said
"Oh, no, no, that's not true, he is son of a bitch." (Deep breath)
Okay. It's built with a different way in another place and that’s it.

FBI: No, don't make any rash decisions. I'm just trying to be as
honest with you as | can.

SALEM: Of course, | appreciate that.
(Later in the conversation..)

SALEM: Did | ever falsify information to the Bureau?
FBI: Falsify? No.

SALEM: So everything in the information | supplied it, it's very
excellent and correct. | was talking to Sayyid Nossair's (El Sayyid
Nossair, acquitted in the killing of Rabbi Kahane, was
convicted on related gun charges and Is presently in Attica
Prison--Ed.) wife yesterday and she’s going to visit him today and
| would be going to visit him next week as per the arrangement.
What am | supposed to do this trip? | don't have money to do this
trip and then to go over there and the guy will ask me to build a
bomb again or to kidnap Ajaj again, or to get in touch of so and so
to help me do so and so. Who will do that? Who else will do that?
FBI: Nobody. You're the only one who could do that.

(See FBI BOMBERS Continued On Page 23)
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SQUATTERS TAKE ON
REAL ESTATE MAGGOTS!!

By Chris Flash

On September 22nd, Community
Board Three’s (CB3) Land Use Com-
mittee meeting was surprised by the
arrival of dozens of squatters and their
supporters who greeted the board mem-
bers with chants, whistles, yells and stink
bombs. The squatiers were expressing
their displeasure and concern over a
motion seeking their removal from their
homesteaded buildings on East 13th
Street. On the agenda that night was a
proposal that CB3 "reaffirm the June
1990 resolution to place 535, 537, 539,
541, 543 and 545 East 13th Street on
the HPD LISC/Enterprise Low Income
Tax Credit Program and that the Lower
East Side Coalition Housing Develop-
ment Inc. be supported as the non-
profit sponsor of this project...”"

Lower East Side Coalition Housing
Development (LESCHD), a real estate
development group reportedly con-
trolled by city councilman Antonio
Pagdn, has been trying to take over the
13th Street buildings since 1990. As part
of their "D. Collazo Plaza" project,
LESCHD wants to gut-renovate the
buildings that now house more than 150
people from all walks of life to create
41 units of so-called "low-income" hous-
ing at a cost of $3.9 million. According
to LESCHDE's project summary, "rents
and/or income ranges may increase if
area median income rises." (So much
for "low-income" housing!!) In ten years,
the buildings would remain in LESCHD
and Pagén’s hands and revert to market
rate housing.

To accomplish this, they want to use
a low-interest loan from the Depart-
ment of Housing, Preservation and De-
velopment (HPD) and funding from
LISC (Local Initiatives Support Corpor-
ation) and the Enterprise Foundation.
According to the Low Income Tax
Credit Program, LISC corporate donors
and Enterprise investors provide funds
for "low-income" housing projects in
exchange for federal tax credits. The
LISC money is used for renovations
while the money from Enterprise is
used to manage the renovated buildings.

In September 1990, squatters first
learned of Pagén’s plans on 13th Street
when the Housing Committee of CB3
suddenly recommended that several
housing development groups obtain
"site-control" of certain city-owned
buildings for participation in the

,LISCz'Enlerpnse Tax Credit Program.
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LISC subsequently backed out of fi-
nancing the 13th Street buildings when
squatters informed them that the build-
ings had been occupied since 1984,

Now, four years later, Pagén and
LESCHD are trying to take the build-
ings again. This time, they are in a
stronger position. Pagéan is now a mem-
ber of the city council, representing the
newly redrawn District 2. He also chairs
the Vacant Buildings Committee on the
city council, which oversees the disposi-
tion of city-owned buildings to com-
munity "housing" groups like LESCHD.

The political makeup of Community
Board 3 has changed greatly four years
later. Once a mostly liberal and progres-
sive group, the board is now dominated
by Pagan appointees (as city council-
man, he can appoint half of the board)
or Pagén choices appointed by Manhat-
tan Borough President Ruth Messinger.
The executive members and officers on
the board are all either Pagén ap-
pointees and/or his political allies.
Several members of CB3 also live in
Pagan-controlled and managed apart-
ments and some work for LESCHD.

The board plays a major role in
approving or disapproving housing pro-
jects and assigning "site control" of
buildings to particular groups like
LESCHD so that they can seek financ-
ing for building housing projects years
before anything actually takes place.

To further expedite the D. Collazo
project, the city council passed Resolu-
tion No. 510 on June 21st that waived
public hearings required under ULURP
(Uniform Land Use Review Procedure)
and granted the buildings to LESCHD.
The council found that "the present
status of the property tends to impair
the sound growth and development of
the City of New York..."

The city council was responding to a
request by HPD Commissioner Debor-
ah Wright, who said in a May 25th let-
ter to city council speaker Peter Val-
lone, "...(13th Street) contains vacant
buildings whose deterioration negatively
impacts on the surrounding neighbor-
hood... This blighting influ-
ence...constitutes a serious and growing
menace...Incentives are needed to in-
duce the correction of these substan-
dard, insanitary, and blighting condi-
tions." HPD’s attached Land Use Re-
view Application repeatedly lied about
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that they are all vacant.

With all of the advantages Pagin
now has, squatters have quickly organ-
ized and diversified their response L0
this latest threat to their homes. On
August 22nd, a group of activists went
to the offices of LISC at 733 Third
Avenue and the Enterprise Foundation
at 888 Seventh Avenue demanding to
meet with those in charge. They ex-
plained that by funding LESCHD’s pro-
ject, LISC and Enterprise were partici-
pating in evicting people from their
homes. At LISC, New York president
Marc Jahr agreed to meet with squatter
representatives on September 7th.
Enterprise’s New York director Bill
Frey agreed to meet, but later declined.

Next, a mass mailing was sent to all
of LISC and Enterprise’s donors inform-
ing them that the 13th Street residents
have been there since 1984, that evic-
tions would be without due process, and
that Pagén has direct ties to LESCHDE
and the Collazo project in what appears
to be a serious conflict of interest.

Al the September 22nd CB3 meet-
ing, squatters explained to the audience
why they were there, what the board
members were trying to do and the con-
nections between board members,
LESCHD and the D. Collazo Plaza pro-
ject to councilman Pagan. With the ‘help
of 7th precinct cops, board members
resumed their meeting. Long time
Pagan flunky Roberto Caballero read a
pre-written motion to approve giving
the squats to Pagédn's LESCHD and the
other CB3 members voted along.

A week later, on September 29th,
about 50 squatters and supporters
marched from 13th Street to the full
board meeting of CB3 at a public
school on Essex Street, holding banners,
playing drums and instruments and
chanting "No Housing, No Peace!!" The
auditorium was flooded with cops cover-
ing every exit and filling the balcony.
Also seated throughout were plain-
clothes cops.

Squatters appealed to board mem-
bers to spare their homes, but their
pleas fell on deaf ears. One read from a
letter written by Congresswoman
Carolyn Maloney to HPD Commission-
er Wright, which read in part, "we
cannot tolerate the prospect of govern-
ment officials deploying the police force
to deprive these homesteaders of their
homes and possessions, without provid-
ing them warning requested that squat-
ters at least be able to have their case
heard in housing court rather than just
be summararily evicted."”

Squatter activist Michael Shenker
attempted to address the audience as he
did at the previous meeting, but was
quickly arrested. From that point, de-
monstrators refused to remain silent.
They approached the stage area, and
the CB3ers retreated to the stage itself
where they could hold their meeting out
of earshot of the public. Cops lined the
front of the stage to block them off. In

order to get rid of the them, CB3 chair

and Pagén ally Luis Soler had the item
dealing with the 13th Street squats
moved to the top of the agenda. As ex-
pected, the board voted to approve the
Land Use Committee’s vote of the week
before. Only one board member voted
against the motion while two abstained
from voling.

Failing to be heard or receive due
process on the taking of their buildings,
squatters then obtained a Temporary
Restraining Order (TRO) from NY
State Supreme Court Judge Elliot
Wilke, pending a hearing on a perman-
ent injunction they are seeking against
the D. Collazo project. Grounds for the
injunction include: adverse possession
(the city has known of the homestead-
ers' residency for more than ten years
and has done nothing to remove them
until now); the UDAP (Urban Develop-
ment Action Program) characterization
of the buildings as "vacant" and
"blighted" are illegal and incorrect; the
homesteaders’ rights to due process
have been ignored by the city; prevent-
ing the city’s use of "self-help" evictions
(using police force to remove tenants);
failure by the city to honor squatters’
FOIL (Freedom Of Information Law)
requests seeking documents pertaining
to the Collazo project. The TRO pre-
vented eviction of the buildings until the
squatters could argue their case in
court.

Judge Wilke was well-known as a
Housing Court judge in the 1970s-80s.
In the 1980s, a group of landlords
unsuccessfully lobbied the State Su-
preme Court to remove Wilke from the
bench due to his mostly pro-tenant
decisions.

On October 12th, squatters, repre-
sented by attorney Jackie Bukowski,
met attorneys for HPD, LESCHD, and
the city in Judge Wilke's court, Wilke
questioned LESCHD’s justification for
evicting the homesteaders when their
mandate claims to create housing. Wilke
wondered aloud why the 13th Street
residents couldn’t remain in the build-
ings since they are already eligible for
low income housing. Wilke added that it
didn’t make sense to create more home-
lessness in order to create housing for
the homeless!!

The TRO was then extended to
November 2nd. Later, at the city’s
request, it was extended further to
November 16th. On that date, litigation
will begin.

In the meantime, supporters of the
13th Street Homesteaders should call
LISC at 212-455-9800 and Enterprise at
212-262-9575 and urge them to with-
draw their funding from LESCHD and
the D. Collazo Plaza project. The 13th
Street Homesteaders vow to keep their
homes from the clutches of LESCHD
and Pagan, who reportedly plan to turn
the buildings into co-op apartments in
ten years!!

i
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GIULIANI + PIGS
ATTACK HARLEM PEDDLERS!!

By Barbara Lee + Chris Flash

Like countless immigrants before
them, African-Americans and others try
to make a living by selling their wares
on the street. Suddenly, this form of
free enterprise is under attack in New
York City.

On the morning of October 17, ven-
dors arrived at 125th Street to find the
sidewalks from St. Nicholas Avenue to
Fifth Avenue blocked off by riot cops
and metal barricades. Several days earli-
er, Mayor Adolph Giuliani had an-
nounced his intention (o use cops 1o
stop sidewalk vendors from selling
there, claiming he was acting on com-
plaints by store owners and area resi-
dents. Chief Wilbur Chapman was
quoted as saying, "the merchants re-
quested that we restore tranquility."

Most of the businesses on 125th
Street are owned by whites and Asians.
Store owners feel that the vendors are
making a dishonest living by not paying
taxes, are keeping prospective custom-
ers from their stores and are leaving
sidewalks and streets full of trash.

Clothing vendor Greg Jackson told
the SHADOW that vendors are as im-
portant to the area as the stores are.
He said, "We bring as much business to
them as they bring to us." Jackson said
that vendors attract people from differ-
ent cities and states who are looking for
bargains and that stores benefit from
the overflow. Using nearby McDonald'’s,
Ben & Jerry's and Blimpie’s as exam-
ples of new businesses in the area, Jack-
son, who has been selling on 125th
Street for four years, pointed out that
the businesses have come to Harlem be-
cause people are attracted to the area

by sidewalk vendors. "People could go
to those places in their own neighbor-
hoods," he said.

Addressing claims that vendors leave
garbage behind, Jackson said "We clean
these streets every night when we’re
done." As for taxes, Jackson explained
that vendors pay tax when they buy the
goods they resell and again when they
spend the money they've earned from
vending. Therefore, he said, "tax money
is being earned by the city; money is
being circulated."

Some in the community also have
problems with the vendors, but this is
not to say that all merchants and people
in Harlem want the vendors to go. One
black Muslim-owned business had a sign
in their store window which said that
people have a right to make a living
and feed their families. Most people in
fact. support the vendors.

The night before October 17, ven-
dors and their supporters were told that
cops were coming the next morning to
stop them from setting up. Some decid-
ed to stay out all night to beat the cops
to the punch. An already heavy police
presence, begun after Giuliani's first
anti-peddler announcements, was get-
ting larger.

Expecting trouble, many stores along
125th Street were closed the next morn-
ing. Some couldn’t open due to locks
filled with krazy glue and plaster. As a
number of demonstrators grew in size
and volume, the few Asian and White
stores open pulled down their metal
gates for fear of being attacked.

At the State Building (125th &
Adam Clayton Powell Blvd.), a crowd
consisting mostly of black vendors
gathered to protest the police crack
down. The group was led by Morris
Powell of the 125th Street Vendors
Association, who urged demonstrators
to "keep it peaceful."

After more people gathered, the
group of about 200 began a march west
on 125th Street. At the corner of Adam
Clayton Powell Boulevard, several
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people were arrested and beaten by riot
cops.

The demonstrators regrouped and
another large rally was held. Hordes of
riot cops and mounted police surround-
ed them. First, the cops said the rally
had to stop, but then said people could
speak, but without a bullhorn. Then
they said that people could use the bull-
horn. At the end of the rally, police said
that people could march on the side-
walk as long as they didn’t disturb store
owners.

Powell and others effectively kept
the demonstrators from losing their
cool, but this was for nothing, since the
cops had set them up. As soon as they
reached the south west corner of 125th
and 7th Avenue, demonstrators heard
cops say "Get them!" The first person
cops grabbed was Powell.

The cops were vicious, grabbing
people and throwing them around like
dogs. A gang of white cops beating up
and arresting black people for trying to
make a living made a disgusting specta-
cle. In the end, 22 people were arrested,
mostly for "Disorderly Conduct" and
"Resisting Arrest," the standard harass-
ment charges brought by cops against
those they dislike.

The city has since been trying to
push vendors to move to two vacant
city-owned lots on Lenox Avenue, be-
tween 116th and 117th Streets, an area
much less travelled than 125th Street.
Many vendors have refused to move
there. Jackson told the SHADOW that
vendors have fought and struggled to es-
tablish their presence on 125th Street
for years, and that "there'’s nothing to
attract people to a vacant lot on 116th
Street.” A battery and film vendor asked
the SHADOW: "Who's going to come to
a lot to buy batteries?"

The lots are managed by the nearby
Masjid Malcolm Shabazz Mosque along
with the Harlem Business Improvement
District (BID), which charges vendors
$56 a week rent. The Mosque shares a
percentage of the rental income with
the city.

Already, the absence of vendors is
affecting business on 125th Street.
Stores are getting less business and
tourists and out-of-towners are express-
ing disappointment that the vendors are
gone. One visitor from Minnesota told
New York Newsday, "t’s [the vendors
market] part of this area, isn’t it? I
don’t know if it's a benefit to remove
it." A boycott movement is also afoot to
make store owners feel the same finan-
cial difficulties they have now caused
the vendors. The boycott is expected to
last until the vendors can return to
125th Street.

Meanwhile, cops plan to be on 125th
Street every day to enforce the anti-
peddling laws. But, Jackson told the
SHADOW, "It will cost the city more (o
move us than let us stay. We're like
roaches: when the lights go out, we'll
come back."
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KIDS BUILD DREAM BIKES AT THE

SQUATTER COMMUNITY BIKE SHOP
By Peter Spagnuolo

While most mainstream exposure of the squatting phenomenon on the Lower
East Side typically focuses on violent clashes with police or tumultuous
community board meetings, one squatter living in the embattled East 13th Street
homesteads has quietly provided the kids of his community with a vital, if
unheralded service. Bill Stark, who has has squatted at 539 East 13th Street for
more than eight years, operates a fully functional, free bicycle clinic out of his
homestead’s storefront.

Packed with thousands of individual bike frames and wheels, stray parts,
tools and equipment, the storefront virtually overflows with potential bicycles
and the means to make them whole, *Kids hear about it from their friends and
come by," says Stark. "They tell me what kind of bike they want, then they do
the work — with a little help.* Whatever two-wheeling dreams the bicycle clinic’s
clients have in mind, Stark makes them a reality — ten speeds, BMX-style,
mountain bikes, and even custom creations.

In supervising the assembly process of each bike, Stark teaches the kids the
basics of using hand tools and general bicycle maintenance. "All across the
country in urban school districts, shop classes have been cut back or
eliminated entirely due to limited funds, sometimes in favor of putting more
money into computer laves, sometimes with nothing to replace them," says
Stark. "The kids enjoy getting their hands on tools here - they have respect for
the tools and machinery. This week we built a new tool cabinet to keep things
in, and they're good about putting the tools away.” And for those bicycle
hobbyists in the neighborhood in need of a little road maintenance at any hour,
Stark leaves a basic complement of hand tools outside the clinic’s door,
chained to the wall for all to use. "They get used twenty-four hours a day,” Stark
grins.

For those kids who want a challenge, Stark's custom creations are exercises
in applied engineering. A three-wheeled, two-person tandem bike utilizes a
custom-made, Ackermann-frame style strut system to stabilize the steering, as
found on expensive German sports cars. "The kids helped develop it through
trial and error," he explains, *and some of them took it out in the ‘Save the
Gardens’ parade this spring, showing it off to their friends. They were very
proud of it." Stark points out the important role played by tandem and solo
bicyclists in the nineteenth century "Good Roads Movement," helping to plot
routes where only trails existed. In fact, the Grand Concourse in the Bronx
started out as a sort of bicycle speedway.

Some of the other strange forms that have issued from the homestead bike
clinic include a sort of plastic bathtub with handles mounted on two wheels -- a
utility work bike — and a nine-foot tall inverted peddling machine whose
handlebar structure never fails to win strange looks on the street. "The kids get
real excited about the custom bikes," Stark says. The latest use for bicycle
technology Stark envisions will weld together discarded tube frames from
broken bikes into a geodesic ball-form composting machine, which will urn
garden compost over with a chain and crank system.

Stark-gets the abandoned bicycles from regular trips to the suburbs in Long
Island, where he says an average trip through one or two middle class housing
areas will net more than a dozen unwanted bicycles. "The sanitation companies
out there don't like to pick them up because the tubing is often too strong to
crush easily, and they're awkward to deal with," he says. *We're trying to
interest somebody in the city’s Sanitation Department to work with us, maybe
develop a system for strapping the bike frames to the sides of the trash
compactor truck, then_ dropping them off here or at some central collection point
where we can get to them." ;

While he is always looking for more frames and parts, on this Friday
afternoon in October, the clinic is all but bursting with raw materials, and two
teams of local grade-schoolers are out front on the sidewalk working at their
dream bikes. Our conversation breaks off when one of the boys shouts out that
his chain s too short. "You have to put some more links in," Stark calls back
softly, then threads his way back through the storefront’s tangle of riches.

(The bike shop is open after 2:00 pm on weekdays)
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SIXTH
ANNIVERSARY OF
THE TOMPKINS
SQUARE PIG
RIOT!!

By Chris Flash

Six years after the Tompkins :
Square Pig Riot of 1988, about 100 |
people gathered at 7th Street and
Avenue A for their annual reunion.

This year, unlike at past reun-
ions, cops did not try to stop a
speak-out and metal jam that went
on for hours. Chief Baumert, who
was at the 1988 riot, opted to keep
cops under control.

By 11:25, the Chief wanted the.
jam to stop, but jammers had al-
ready decided to move to another
location. There were no arrests and
no trouble, mostly because the
cops were cool. Hard to believe,
but truel!
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ANTONIO PAGAN SUED FOR
SIX MILLION DOLLARS!!

4

PAGa

By Chris Flash

N CELEBRATES PRIMARY ELECTION VICTOR

(Congressman Jerold Nadler sits on right)

Once again, city council member
and wealthy real estate developer An-
tonio ("Tony") Pagén is the subject of a
lawsuit. This time, it could cost him as
much as $6,000,000.00!!

In the summer of 1993, Pagan was
one of seven defendants in two separ-
ate lawsuits brought by six members
of Community Board Three (Frances
Goldin, Margarita Lopez, Lisa Kaplan,
Robert Schoenbohm, Joyce Ravitz and
Armando Perez) as a result of slander-
ous and defamatory statements that
Pagan made about all of them in a let-
ter to Manhattan Borough President
Ruth Messinger and flyers and leaflets
reportedly circulated by Pagén and his
co-defendants (Nicholas Caturano,
James Burke, Carlos Perez, Carmen
Barreto, Robert Barreto and Frank
Consorte.)

Pagén's letter to Messinger came
two days after a Community Board
Three meeting on June 22, 1993,
which erupted in violence when CB3
chair and Pagén flunky Luis Soler re-
fused to allow any more speakers dur-
ing the public session, aithough he
had requested more than fifty people
to sign up to speak. When a group of
squatters loudly protested, Soler called
in riot cops to beat and arrest them.
Soler also ordered cops to arrest two
board members, Margarita Lopez and
Joyce Ravitz. (The charges against the
women were later dropped and both
have an additional pending suit
against Soler and the NYPD.) (See
SHADOW #29 for more--Ed.)

In his letter to Messinger, Pagan
acclsed the six board members of
helping to incite a riot at the June 22
board meeting, alleging that they were
part of a "coordinated, vicious and
dangerous attack." Beside saying that
Lopez and Ravitz "decided to incite riot
and melee," and that Lopez "has a
past record of violent behavior," Pagan
also claimed that the events at the
CB3 meeting were "coordinated" by
the squatters and the six board mem-
bers. As soon as he sent the letter to
Messinger, it was faxed all over town
by Pagén as a press release before

Messinger could read it, let alone re-
spond to it.

A defamation suit brought by
Frances Goldin against Pagan and his
co-defendants was considered settled
when Pagan issued a statement
signed by him and his co-defendants
on October 5, 1993, admitting that his
accusations in the Messinger letter and
press release were not true and that
he and his co-defendants were de-
nouncing the flyers attacking Goldin as
*scurrilous, vicious, cowardly, untrue
and anti-democratic.’

The defamation suit brought by the
other plaintiffs was settled on August
3, 1994, when Pagén issued a state-
ment that retracted his accusations
against them, as well as his allegation
of Lopez’ "violent behavior," admitting
that they too were "not true."

After the plaintiffs announced the
settlement in September, local news-
papers interviewed Pagan for his reac-
tion. He told The Villager in its Septem-
ber 9 issue, *| apologized for nothing.
It [his signed statements] says if | said
anything not true or factual, | withdraw
that. But | said nothing that was not
factual or untrue..." Then, in the Sep-
tember 14 issue of Manhattan Spirit,
Pagén said "It will be a cold day in hell
before | apologize to them." He went
on to say "Margarita Lopez does have
a past record of violent behavior and
the mouth of a trucker." He ended
with: "There's nothing to apologize
for -- these people were disruptive,
facts are facts."

Since Pagén negated the settlement
of the two lawsuits by repeating his
allegations in public, the six original
plaintiffs have now begun a new law-
suit against him in the amount of six
million dollars. The new suit is being
handled by attorney James Meyerson,
who previously represented the family
of graffiti artist Michael Stewart, who
was murdered by transit cops in 1983,
Meyerson told the SHADOW that the
plaintiffs are each seeking $500,000 for
punitive damages and $500,000 for
compensatory damages.

Once again, it looks like Tony
Pagén is his own worst enemy!!

ANDREW LICHTENSTEIN

ANTONIO PAGAN: MILLIONAIRE?
By Chris Flash

City councilman Antonio Pagén is destined to become a very wealthy man (as if
he weren't already!) Controlling "Lower East Side Coalition Housing Development"
(LESCHD), a real estate development group, since 1988, Pagén has already
amassed thirteen properties on the Lower East Side:

250 East 4th Street 33 Avenue D
252 East 4th Street 35 Avenue D
254 East 4th Street 37 Avenue D
181 East 2nd Street 39 Avenue D
183 East 2nd Street 67 Avenue D
187 Avenue B : 69 Avenue D

189 Avenue B .

Not only does the city give him the buildings, but he also gets money (usually
several hundred thousand dollars for each) for gut-renovating them into brand new
apartments. Then the city gives him tenants for those buildings, which he can accept
or reject. (He can also get units for friends and political allies). The rents from those
tenants, most of whom are homeless or on welfare, is covered by city, state and
federal agencies. After ten years of providing apartments to "low-income" tenants as
defined by the city, Pagan and his group get to keep the properties!!

In a nutshell, the city is giving Pagan as a middle man the means to create
temporary city/state/federally subsidized low-income housing of which ownership
reverts to Pagan after only ten years. Pagén then has the option of renting or selling
the units and/or buildings at the then prevailing market ratel!

PAGAN SHUFFLES AN ALREADY STACKED DECK

This is already a great setup for Pagén, but he's got an even sweeter deal.
According to Certificates of Incorporation and Certificates of Limited Partnership for
Pagén's LESCHD, Coalition Plaza, Inc., and Coalition Plaza Limited Partnership filed
by Pagan’s attorneys and obtained by the SHADOW, Pagén has created a few sub-
groups under the umbrella of LESCHD. Pagan, as president of Coalition Plaza, Inc.,
created the Coalition Plaza Limited Partnership in'February of 1990. According to the
papers, the Limited Partnership's business is "to acquire and hold title to certain real
property...situated at 67-69 Avenue D...and 181-183 East 2nd Street, New York, New
York..."

In the Limited Partnership, Pagan created two positions for himself: as the
president of the General Partner (Coalition Plaza, Inc.), and as the Limited Partner of
the Limited Partnership. As the Limited Partner, Pagan "contributed" $99 to the
Partnership. According to the papers, in exchange for his "contribution,” Pagéan was
allocated 99% of the profits and losses and 50% of the net capital profits after
expenses!! The Certificate ‘of Limited Partnership was signed twice by Pagén, as the
president of the General Partner and as the Limited Partner. Thus, Pagéan in effect
was able to set himself up as the owner of these properties for a mere "contribution”
of $991!

Four months later, in June of 1990, Pagan withdrew as the Limited Partner of the
Limited Partnership, but retained his position as president of the General Partner
(Coalition Plaza, Inc.) He was replaced by National Equity Fund, Inc. (NEF) of llinois.
NEF's "contribution® to the Limited Partnership was $1,222,464.00!! The allocation of
profits remained the same.

National Equity Fund is a spin-off organization of the Local Initiatives Support
Corporation (LISC). NEF provides mortgage money for real estate development.
LISC uses corporate donor money to fund development of "low-income" housing in
exchange for federal tax credits that can be used by the donors. (LISC, along with
the Enterprise Foundation, are Pagén's primary sources of funding for taking
over the 13th Street squats—Ed.) It appears that an off-shoot of LISC has actually
become partners with Pagén in the ownership of at least four buildings on the Lower
East Side, buying their way in with $1,222,464.00!!

If this is hard to follow, it's probably meant to be that way. All the better for Pagén,
who would most likely prefer that no one pay too close attention to all of his
corporate maneuvers, With these sub-groups and paper shuffling, Pagéan can claim
that he no longer controls LESCHD now that he is on the city council. He may not be
the executive director of LESCHD, (at least not on paper anyway), but through his
sub-groups, Pagéan retains control of his properties.

Meanwhile, squatters have been creating housing with their bare hands where
none existed before at no cost to taxpayers. Not only do they stabilize their
neighborhoods while empowering themselves and learning skills in the process,
squatters are also helping to keep down the cost of living by maintaining inexpensive
non-profit housing. (When a building is renovated and rented at market rate rents,
other apartments and storefronts on the block and in the area are affected with rent
increases. As this goes on, only higher income tenants can afford to live and shop in
the formerly inexpensive neighborhood.)

Unlike Pagén, who has been trying to be able to sell his city-owned apartment at
7 East 3rd Street for a profit (he pays only $75 a month), the squatters do not even
consider the possibility of private ownership or profit making from their apartments. If
a squatter wants to move, his or her unit gets passed on to another low or zero
income person or family.

In the next few years, if Pagan and his handlers have their way, the Lower East
Side will become completely gentrified, landlords will get maximum rents as tenants
and small business owners struggle to pay them and survive, close knit communities
will be gone, the poor and homeless will be shipped away somewhere, and Pagéan
will have a huge portfolio of valuable real estate, all provided with taxpayer money.

Pagan can now have the best of both worlds - he speculates and makes millions
in the name of the poor and comes out smelling like a rose. Could any other
speculator get away with this? '

THE SHADOW NEVER SLEEPS!!




WHO IS THIS VIDEO CREEP?
.  ==OR--
HOW CONNECTED REAL ESTATE
SPECULATORS KEEP THEIR STATUS QUO

This slimy character was seen
videotaping the Community Board 3
meeting on September 29, making a
special effort to film demonstrators.
When asked to identify himself and
who he was filming for, he refused.
We decided to investigate and found
out a whole lot morel!

SHADOW sources reveal that his
name is David Pentecost. He lives
with his wife, Lyn (nee Tiefenbacher)
at 52 East 1st Street. (Their tele-
phone number is: 673-1666.)

Mrs. Pentecost, a long time ally of
city councilman Antonio Pagén, is a
member of his anti-homeless "Tomp-
kins Square Neighborhood Coall-
tion" and is on the board of direc-
tors of Pagén's Lower East Side Co-
alition Housing Development
(LESCHD), a real estate develop-
ment group seeking the removal of
residents from the 13th Street
squats. According to Pentecost her-
self, the purpose of her husband's
filming at CB3 was to show

By Gabby Sloan

LESCHD's corporate donors that
people demonstrating at the meeting
were involved in the 1988 Tompkins
Square Pig Riotl!

52 EAST 1ST STREET:
DEN OF THIEVES?

The Pentecosts seem to have no
problem doing their share toward
helping the eviction of low and zero
income residents of bulldings re-
paired by those residents at no cost
to the city, but just how did they get
their nice apartment?

52 East 1st Street is a formerly
city-owned apartment building that
became a low-income co-op (regula-
ted under Section 576, Article XI of
the Private Housing Finance Law)
acquired by Lyn Pentecost and
others through their "East 1st Street
Homesteaders Housing Develop-
ment Fund® for only $2,000 in 1983,
That comes out to $250 per apart-
ment--not a bad deall!

FLASH FOTO
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When you consider that Lyn has

made money from her independent
filmmaking, that David has a nice

job with CBS-TV (according to Lyn),

it seems that they have improved

their lives by not having to pay mar-

ket rate rent as so many other New
Yorkers must.

The Pentecost’s fellow building
residents include Lisa Kaplan and
Martha Danziger. Kaplan, a long
time housing activist on the Lower

East Side, has been associated with

the Joint Planning Council and
Pueblo Nuevo, and is a member of
CB3. Danziger, a long-time ally of
Pagan who recommended him as
the new head of LESCHD in 1988,
has been the District Manager of

CB3 since 1982, grossing more than

$800 a week for this political ap-
pointment. (See SHADOW- #11 for
more on Danziger--Ed.) Both of

gonism toward squatters who are
trying to eke out a cheap living
space, just like they did.

A SHADOW source reveals that
while 52 East 1st Street was part of
a "sweat equity" program, many of

the building's residents simply used

their money to hire other people to

do the sweating for them. They now
live in beautiful apartments, such as

the lovely duplex apartment occu-
pied by the Pentecosts.

The deed for 52 East 1st Street
contains a restrictive covenant that
prohibits the selling of the units for
a profit. According to another

SHADOW source, a dispute between

building residents resulted when
Danziger and Mrs. Pentecost, want-
ing to sell their units, attempted to
get HPD (Department of Housing,
Preservation and Development) to

set aside the restriction, which reads

in part: “[the building’s co-

op board] promises
to operate the
premises solely as
a housing project
for families of low
income...for 15
years from the date
of deed.”

I

CB3 VOTED TO GIVE PAGAN'S GROUP
THE 13TH ST. SQUATS. THE SQUATTERS
TOOK THE CASE TO COURT.
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THE 13TH ST. SQUATS
HAVE BEEN OCCUPIED FOR
MORE THAN TEN YEARS
AND FIXED BY SQUATTERS.

WE REM

NO

JUNKIES FROM THE BUILDINGS-

IOVED CRACKHEADS AND

W THAT THE BLOCK

these persons have a longtime anta-

0O

PAGAN

WANTS TO
PROFIT

FROM OUR
LABORS

Only two blocks away, Danziger
and Pentecost’s buddy Antonio
Pagan has been trying to do the
same thing with his city-owned
apartment at 7 East 3rd Street, Apt.
#10, where he pays about $75 a
month in rent!!

Four years from now, Danziger
and Pentecost will be free to reap
their profits anyway. (To her credit,
Kaplan Is the only person on CB3 to
oppose Pagan’s heading of LESCHD
in 1988, and she joined other resi-
dents of 52 East 1st Street in trying
to prevent Danziger and Pentecost
from selling their units for a profit.)

According to other SHADOW
sources, members of Community
Board 3 are regularly offered inex-
pensive apartment units and build-
ings as “insider” deals. The source
adds: "Them who has, gets.*

Incredibly, Mrs. Pentecost was
quoted by the New York Observer
and Manhattan Spirit as saying that
*it is a matter of reclaiming stolen
property...the buildings belong to
the city."

Considering the incomes of the
Pentecosts, Danziger and Pagén,
where do they get off living in cheap
housing meant for low-income resi-
dents while at the same time claim-
ing that squatters are stealing
housing?

COHIHG $OON

TO THROW THEM
UT INTO THE STREET
TO REPLACE THEM

WITH PEOPLE
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