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L.E.S. ACTIVIST
BOZO ALERT!!

We hate to stoop to the level of

taction-fighting. The SHADOW generally ié -

tries to stay above the petty internecine
splits in the Lower East Side activist
scene, But the latest edition of the
so-called "Lower East Side Class War
Organizer® is simply too dangerous for
us to overiook. The seif-appointed "van-
guard® behind this rag have no follow-
ing In the neighborhood or the squatter
scene, and they should be nothing
more than insignificant and harmless
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bozos. However, people who are new to |

the scene and reading their paper for
the first time are in danger of being

taken in by their increasingly poisonous

propaganda. Therefore, they need to be
generally repudiated by all legitimate
Lower East Side activists.

The latest "Class War Organizer®
contains nothing but liberal-baiting and
cop-baiting attacks on other neighbor-
hood activists. This is especially arro-
gant considering that the CWO circle
consists of about five people at the
most. Lately they have been calling
themselves Lower East Side Shining
Path, after the totalitarian Stalinist
organiziation which is using the
impoverished Indians of Peru as their
cannon fodder. The CWO/*Shining Path"
is apparently intent on spreading
paranoia and de-legitimizing any
activists who will not accept their
leadership. Everyone from The
SHADOW to the Lower East Side Squat-
ter Activist Council to the squatter
silk-screen tee-shirt outfit that set up at

the Tompkins Square Mayday concert is
attacked with unrelenting more-radical-
than-thou sanctimony.

*CLASS WAR ORGANIZER" JOEL 7
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*VANGUARD CADRE" LEADER
*JOHN THE COMMUNIST"

Ironically, the CWO accuses virtually
every activist element in the neighbor-
hood other than themselves of being
real or de facto police agents—precisely
the same "COINTELPRO" tactics that
the real police agents and provacateurs
have historically used to divide and
destroy grassroots people s move-
ments. However, we do not wish to
stoop to the level of the CWO by
accusing them of being undercover
cops. We don t believe that they are.
TheyYe just white boy wannabee revo-
lutionaries obsessed with playing out
their neurotic fantasies of being the
*vanguard cadre" of the squatter-anar-
chist scene. :

These guys should know that we are
a movement with principles of grass-
roots democracy and participatory
decision-making. We want NO vanguard
leadership, thank you very much!
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WELCOME TO THE DOG EAT DOG WORLD- &= ACTIVISM CN NEW YORK'S LAWER EAST S1PE . .~

THE NEW YORK CITY MALAISE
By A. Kronstadt

Lets face it, folks--the situation in New York is grim and getting grimmer. Humanism
died in New York some time in the 1980s, and there is very little left to believe in. All
notion of a social contract in which everyone will have a place in society has been
obliterated from the political mind, No politician dares advocate anything beyond "not-
in-my-backyard" ("NIMBY") and more police. Anything else is unsafe and undeliverable.
The Democratic Party in New York got so experienced at implementing cutbacks during
the last decade that it is now incapable of implementing anything else. Remember the
days when societies used to pride themselves on declining tuberculosis rates and
increasing literacy rates? They’re over!

I was prompted to write this piece by a story on the front page of the New York
Times of June 4 which talked about the unemployment rate among teenagers in NYC.
It's 40%, and that’s for all teenagers. It's so much worse among Black and Latino kids
that the Times didn’t even bother with those statistics. The so-called "summer jobs
programs" that the Democrats are pushing offer tens of thousands of jobs to the
millions of unemployed. These $4.25 make-work bullshit jobs which lead nowhere are
all the "Rebuild America" agenda has to offer kids as supposed alternatives to selling
drugs and mugging yuppies! That’s rebuilding America?

The 1980s did little good for New York. During Ed Koch’s three terms in office,
rents went up by a factor of six and the number of manufacturing jobs was cut by two-
thirds. The people who used to live and work here before the big real-estate boom and
bull market, the "unskilled" workers, ended up on the street. Without a place to live or
work, tens of thousands were simply thrown out of society. Their workplaces and homes
were taken over by people who came with dreams of a yuppie lifestyle. They came here
and ate in overpriced restaurants made just for them and went home to security
buildings where they didn't have to worry about the fucked-over people outside. These
people didn’t understand New York. As far as they were concerned, New York was just
Wall Street and expensive stores with phony French names--they might as well have
been in Paris where the yuppie stores have phony New Yorkish names. When the
depression came, the yuppies who lost their jobs simply split for points west, back to
Mom and Dad and Saturday at the mall. The ones who kept their jobs just kept on
living the same lives--you can still see them sitting under their little Cinzano umbrellas
eating their Le Soup and drinking their Le Beer or whatever--there are just fewer of
them.

Of course, the folks that they elbowed out ten years ago haven't gotten their
apartments back. The rents have hardly gone down at all, in spite of the yuppie exodus.
The landlords just keep the empty apartments empty--they figure that supply and
demand would drive down the rents generally if they put the empty apartments on the
market, and they'd end up losing money in the long run. So much for free-market
mechanisms. In 1993, we have the worst of all possible worlds, with Koch rents and
Dinkins wages.

Speaking of Dinkins--he’s a pretty sad case. All he can boast about is having put
more cops on the street to patch up the holes that a decade of Democratic Party policy
have torn in New York’s social fabric. When communities, jobs, and ideas have
evaporated, there’s nothing left but naked force. It has come down to a contest between
Dinkins and Giuliani over who can provide more police power to contain the problems
caused by the cutbacks which both candidates agree are necessary. We are faced with a
vapid and meaningless mayoral race in which neither candidate offers even a semblance
of humanistic vision. Old man Dinkins doesn’t understand Black youth any more than
flinty-eyed fascist Giuliani. The two of them believe that rising rents are a sign of
prosperity. The two of them dream of a day when big ugly buildings will once again
sprout all over Manhattan and Trump and Macklowe and Helmsley will pat one of
them on the back and say, "Good job, Mr. Mayor!"

The rest of the politicians are just as pathetic, if not worse. A guy named Charles
Millard, who represents the Upper East Side of Manhattan in the City Council, wrote
an article in Owr Town talking about his vision of that neighborhood in the year 2000.
His issue--get the peddlers off of East 86th Street! He’s worried that, by the year 2000,
the main drag up in his neighborhood will become--get this--a "Third World bazaar'\
Those are the words of a City Councilman elected by citizens of this liberal and
enlightened city. The pols find out who a neighborhood is prejudiced against and
promise more cops to drive that element out. Neighborhood problems don’t include
unemployment or lack of services or public health--politicians gave up trying to deal
with those things ten years ago--it's always the cheap hotel with people drinking beer
outside, or the homeless people rummaging through the garbage. Of course, generalized
NIMBYism is nothing short of civic suicide. If everybody just asks for cops to shuttle
problems out of their neighborhood into some other neighborhood, eventually you
aren’t going to have a city anymore.

In New York, and in America generally in 1993, any truly innovative idea is
considered too radical. Gutless Bill Clinton withdrew his support for Lani Guinier as
Assistant Attorney General for civil rights because she dared to advocate proportional
represerutation! Not communism, not even socialism--just proportional representation so
that Black people can have more of a voice in the existing system. Clinton is proving
that he does not have the will to deal fundamentally with the social disease which has
incubated in this country over the past decade. His response to right-wing pressure has
been to capitulate to it and then blame the right wing for the failure of his half-assed
schemes. Any meaningful change will have to come from outside the government.

The problem is that the left in New York has become as stupid and corrupt as the
mainstream politicians. Demonstrations have become dreary affairs organized by
professional demonstration organizers such as the leaders of Workers World Party.
Single-issuism has become the NIMBY of the left. Gay activists worry only about gays,
marijuana activists worry only about marijuana. Black rage is still coralled by media-
generated leaders such as Sharpton and Mason. Dissidents in 1993 fail to see the big
picture. The desire to understand the broad forces of our historical period is lacking.

Radicalism in the 1990’s will have to be as different from the radicalism of the 1960's
as the radicalism of the 1960’s was from that of the 1930’s. We have got to rebuild

everything from the ground up. The only thing that we know right now is that the
system is not delivering what the people want and need. The honeymoon is over!

Deep in the compost heap of decaying ideals called Amerika a new form of politics
is evolving. Forged during the '80s, when the government divested itself of its
Rooseveltian mask of benevolence and rationality, this politics harbors a deep distrust
of the State in general. Todays anarchy may be just a nasty attitude or a hair-trigger
temper on a hot summer night. Even in this chaotic form, the very thought of anarchy
makes the landlords and politicians cringe behind blue walls of police. It will take no
more and no less than organization to make those walls crumble. Only then will New
York become a civilization.
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LUXREAL ESTATE INDUSTRY SCORES
COUP IN ALBANY!

Will Low-Income Tenants be Next?

By Bill

After weeks of haggling and a bitter
Albany battle between downstate urban
legislators and their upstate, upscale
counterparts, the real estate industry finally
managed to weaken New York State’s rent
stabilization law. With Albany in gridlock,
several deadlines for passing a new rent law
before the state legislature breaks for
summer had to be extended--leaving low-
income New Yorkers panicked that no new
law would be passed in time, leaving
tenants with no protection from rent-hikes
or eviction. But at the 11th hour on July 7,
three weeks after the first deadline had
expired, the Democrat-controlled Assembly
capitulated to the high-pressure tactics of
the Republican-controlled Senate, and
passed a new rent stabilization law granting
the real estate industry nearly all it was
demanding.

SLEAZY DEALS
Under a deal worked out between
Senate majority leader Ralph Marino of
Long Island and Assembly speaker Saul
Weprin of Queens, the legislature voted to
approve--and Governor Mario Cuomo
signed into law--a bill granting the real
estate industry "luxury decontrol." The deal
amounted to blackmail, since Marino’s
Republicans pledged to shoot down any bill
which did not cave in to the real estate
industry--and they had the votes to do it.
Four New York City Republican
Senators betrayed their own constituents by
closing ranks with Marino and the majority.
They are:
i SEPhin Maltese of Queens
T Christopher Mega of Bay Ridge,
Brooklyn
John Marchi of Staten Island
Guy Velella of North Bronx

Only two city Republican Senators,
Frank Padovan of Queens and Roy
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Goodman of the Upper East Side, stuck by
their constituents and opposed the rent law
changes. Only 15 Democrats voted against
the bill in the Assembly, and they were
mostly from New York City.

The Metropolitan Council on Housing, a
city tenants rights advocacy group, sent
busloads of tenants up to Albany to oppose
the changes. But Met Council's Jenny
Laurie says that once the deal kicked in,
grassroots activists were frozen out. "We
had absolutely no involvement in the
negotiations. There was no invitation to
tenant advocates to get involved in the
decisions. It all went on behind closed
doors."

TENANTS SHAFTED

The real estate industry and its upstate
Republican allies in Albany argue that the
new law only affects the wealthy. But tenant
advocates say it is the industry’s foot in the
door towards total decontrol. It sets a
dangerous precedent, and the real estate
barons will be back next year to shake
Albany down for still more concessions.

The new law completely deregulates all
apartments renting for more than $2,000 a
month, and also subjects all tenants earning
over $250,000 a year to complete
deregulation. Deregulation means the
landlord can raise the rent to whatever he
wants when the current lease expires.

The law also contains provisions which
directly affect low-income tenants. It allows
for a 1/40th rent increase per month for
any improvements in any apartment, based
on the cost improvements. Jenny Laurie of
the Metropolitan Council on Housing
explains what this will mean for
neighborhoods like the Lower East Side.
"The landlord is likely to take an apartment
renting for $400, strip it of appliances, put
in new sinks, new sheetrock--make $40,000
worth of imProvements. The new rent is
$1,400. He doesn’t have to file with the

GLASS HOUSE SQUAT 15 UNDER TUAEAT of |

state or anything. The new tenant could
challenge it in housing court if he or she
suspects the improvements didn't really cost
$40,000. But most tenants don’t. So it will
have the effect of raising rents in the
neighborhood generally." The new law also
lowers the landlord penalty for illegally
raising rent. Under the old law, landlords
had to pay three times the overcharge in
"trouble damages" to the tenant. Under the
new law, "trouble damages” are eliminated.
Now the penalty is a mere pittance of 35
per apartment (paid to the state).

RENT HIKES SPARK RUCKUS
AT POLICE HQ

The new law is but the latest episode in
a long and sordid history of official
concessions to landlord greed. Rent control
was the law in New York City from 1947 1o
1971. Then "vacancy decontrol" was
instated, allowing landlords to raise rent as
old tenants moved out. Rent control tenants
who are still hanging on have no leases.
They face 7% increases each year if there
are no violations in their building. The
Emergency Tenant Protection Act of 1974
instated "rent stabilization." Rent-stabilized
tenants have leases, and face rent increases
with each new lease. The rate of increase is
set by the mayor-appointed NYC Rent
Guidelines Board.

On June 22, as the Rent Guidelines
Board met to determine next year's rent
increases, a public hearing at 1 Police Plaza
exploded into a shouting ruckus between
the Small Property Owners of New York
(SPONY), a real estate industry front
group, and angry tenants. The Rent Board
finally approved 3% increases on new 1-
year leases and 5% increases on new 2-year
leases. The Board also approved new
"vacancy allowances," granting landlords the
right to raise rents on newly vacated
apartments by 5% if the monthly rent is
less than $500, or 3% if the rent is between
$500 and $1,000. Metropolitan Council on
Housing calls this a "harassment bonus" that
rewards landlords for evicting tenants or
prompting them to move out by failing to
maintain buildlings.

"It’s a disaster facing New York City,"
says Edith Kamiat of Met Council. "The
number of homeless will increase
astronomically, people will be forced out by

—

SHORFLY AFTER TWE MEETING STARTED SOUATTERS |
PROTESTED NOT BEING ABLE TO SPEAK ., . :
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ELEVEM PEOPLE WERE ARAESTED Two OF THEM
WERE COMMUNITY BOARD MEMBERS
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high rents, businesses will be further
squeezed out by high rents, people who
earn $250,000 or more will leave and take
their taxes with them. They’ll have to have
a geslapo to spy on people and determine
who earns that much--a vast bureaucracy
which is quite intolerable from a civil
libertarian point of view."

Kamiat also points out that not all
tenants in $2,000-per-month apartments are
living in "luxury” conditions. "Five tenants
sharing a small apartment--that’s not luxury,
that’s slum dwelling. With a 10% turnover
each year, it won't be long before we're all
faced with unaffordable rents."

REAL ESTATE PACS
FLEX ALBANY MUSCLE

Heavy real estate contributions to
Albany Republicans were instrumental in
pushing through the rent law changes. The
New York Times, a major city real estate
investor which editorialized heavily in favor
of "luxury decontrol" ("Time to Make Sense
on Rent Control," June 14; "The Courage
to Reform Rent Controls,” June 22),
reported on June 17 that "three political
actions committees representing landlords and
other real-estate interests have given
generously in recent years to Republicans in
the legislature. The Real-Estate Board PAC,
the Rent Stabilization Association PAC, and
the Neighborhood Preservation Political
Action Fund contributed a total of $401,605
to legislative incumbents and campaign
committees in 1992, according to a study by
New York State Common Cause and the
New York Public Interest Research Group. Of
that amount, $355,585 went to Republicans,
with $222 500 going to the Senate Republican
Campaign Committee, which is controlled by
Mr. Marino."

The editorial pages of other city dailies
also lined up behind "luxury decontrol,"
further highlighting the degree to which
Real Estate and Big Media have become an
indistinguishable power bloc in New York
City. The Daily News remains under real
estate magnate Mortimer Zuckerman, the
floundering New York Post was just recently
divested by real estate magnate Peter
Kalikow and Newsday is owned by Times-
Mirror, a top power broker in Southern
California’s real estate industry,

mep\,a: WhS A COMMUNITY BoaRD MEXTING

L. VAN ABBEMA
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3 CHAIR ATTEMPTS SUIKIPE
R EATE op

By Stuart Frankel

COPS BEAT AND ARREST
DEMONSTRATORS AT JUNE 22
CB3 MEETING

One curious feature of New York is that
local community boards are supposed to
provide public access into city government,
but people attending a public meeting of
our local community board may be beaten
by the cops or arrested at the request of
the board chair. (The Serbian parliament in
Belgrade works the same way, although for
some reason their government is a "dicta-
torship" and ours is a "democracy.")

The June 22nd meeting of Community
Board Three was closed down after cops
directed by CB3 chair Luis Soler beat
demonstrators, evicted the audience and
arrested a dozen people, including two CB3
members arrested at Soler’s request.

The issue was the "Glass House," a
squatted building at 139-41 Avenue D [See
"Glass House Squatters Threatened By
Pagénites" in this issue].

There was never any question of the
squatters getting a fair hearing by any of
the CB3 committees - most of the board
consists of property owners, non-profit
housing groups, and gentrifiers, who differ
among themselves, but all of whom hate the
squatters for various reasons. Still, the
board is supposed to provide citizen input,
but the squatters couldn’t even get them-
selves treated as human beings.

The agenda items that brought a large
number of Glass House supporters were
recommendations by two CB3 committees
controlled by Pagén appointees that had
met weeks earlier. Both the Housing
Committee (chaired by landlord and Pagén
appointee Krystyna Piorkowska) and the
Human Services Committee voted to
approve a proposed 40 unit AIDS hospice
to be built on the Glass House site.

Despite Glass House supporters’ speak-
ing out against using their homestead for
the project since it would involve evicting
more than 40 people from Glass House,
including many who are HIV paositive, both
committees passed the motion granting site
control to Pueblo'Nuevo, a so-called hous-
ing group run by Pagén crony and CB3er
Roberto Caballero.

Especially offensive was the Human Ser-
vices committee, where the chair Estelle
Rubin repeatedly told the squatters things
like, "You're not people, you're just bodies"
or "You're not neighbors." She tried to deny
the squatters the opportunity to speak: she
said that the squatters were not "residents"
citing "English common law," a stunning dis-
play of both prejudice and ignorance; she
refused to accept petitions of support from
the neighborhood that the squatters had
carefully gathered. When she finally did
allow some squatters to speak, she con-
stantly interrupted them with a patter of
belittling and provocative comments ("I

HOW MUCH
DOES A CB3
SEAT COST?

The following people contributed
$100 each to Antonio Pagén’s 1991
campaign: Roberto Caballero,

Krystyna Plorkowska, Steve Vincent
(his roommate Lisa Ramaci kicked
in another $75), Zuima Zayas. The
following people were appointed by
Antonlo Pagén to Community Board
3: Roberto Caballero, Krystyna
Plorkowska, Steve Vincent (without
his roommate), Zuima Zayas. Maybe
just coincidence?

+ Chris Flash

don’t want to hear from any lawyer,” when
one squatter started to read a letter from
activist attorneys Ron Kuby and William
Kunstler; "You’re not an expert" when an
EMS technician attempted to voice a medi-
cal opinion). The *LONGEST?* that any
squatter was allowed to speak uninter-
rupted at the meeting was 25 seconds.

Faced with contemptuous treatment by
the governmental body that is supposed to
welcome their input, the squatters decided
to disrupt the full board meeting on June
22.

Audience emotions ran high during the
"public session" as supporters of the Cooper
Square Committee and the Municipal
Housing Association (MHA) picked apart a
smear campaign being directed against
them by supporters of city councilman
Antonio Pagén. Pagénists, most wearing
lapels that read "LESUTA" (for "Lower
East Side United Tenants Association™),
were outnumbered by more than 50 to one
and kept their presence quiet except for a
few occasional outbursts. Other speakers
described the threat against Glass House.

There was a new sign-in procedure for
speaking during public session at the
meeting, which caused an extremely long
line to build up (new, unworkable proce-
dures are a hallmark of Soler’s leadership).
Fifty people were allowed to sign in, pa-
tiently observed by CB3 staff. Each had 2
minutes to speak. Total time allotted for all
the speakers: 60 minutes. So, a lot of
people stood in line a long time, were
allowed to sign up to speak, and then told
that they couldn’t speak after all. It was
when Soler announced that no more mem-
bers of the public could address the board
that about 100 squatters and their suppor-
ters stood up and began chanting, "We are
people!" (There’s something definitely
wrong when people have to disrupt a
meeting in order to assert this simple
biological fact.)

Disruptions are hardly new to CB3, and
the one on June 22 wasn’t even particularly
strenuous compared to some in the past. By
now, the board has a well worked-out set of
procedures for dealing with them; Soler
knows all about them, since he’s been a
board member for a long time and used to
be vice-chair. They go something like this:
The chair announces at the beginning of
the meeting that anyone disrupting the
meeting will be removed, blah, blah, blah.
When people disrupt the meeting, they are
removed or, if that isn’t feasible, the board
adjourns and waits while the police clear
the aisles or something - similar. The policy
of the police is basically to put themselves
under the orders of the chair, and not to
arrest anyone unless specifically requested
to do so by the chair.

None of this works unless the chair is
non-confrontational. However, as one long-
time acquaintance of Soler put it, "Luis
freaks when his control is threatened."

Soler freaked. He glanced at the scores
of cops, including 6 in plainclothes at the
back of the hall, and then whipped out...his
video camera! And he stood there for 10-15
minutes filming the demo. In previous
meetings he had "warned" (his word)
people that he would bring his video
camera - in other words, rather than trying
to calm things down, he was EXPLICITLY
trying to provoke people.

After filming, Soler finally told everyone
to leave or be arrested. He told cops
"remove them, do whatever is necessary,
arrest them..." Cops led by Captain Sino
moved in, beating and pushing demonstra-
tors and bystanders in their way. Several
people were arrested with the help of plain-
clothes cops who pulled hair, twisted arms,
used chokeholds and added kicks and
punches on people being handcuffed.

STRAIGHT ARROW (Left) MAKES HIS POINT AS
LUIS SOLER TRIES TO IGNORE HIM

As cops continued pushing and beating,
the auditorium was filled with screams from
women. Soler pointed out specific people
for the cops to arrest - of course, he had no
idea what he was doing, and the cops
busted people who hadn’t done anything at
all. They pushed one man’s face down on
the ground and started clubbing him on the
back of the head. CB3 member Marguerita
Lopez protested the violence being used on
demonstrators who were already prone on
the floor. Soler suddenly ran up and told
cops "Officer, officer, lock her up, lock her
up,” adding that he would press charges
against her. Board member Joyce Ravitz,
who had been talking to the borough presi-
dent’s rep told the cops, "She’s a board
member" - which was true but, as Ravitz
found out within seconds, didn’t count for
shit: Soler pointed HER out to the cops,
too, and told them to arrest her too.

It was clear to dozens of witnesses that
the board members were not being disrup-
tive or were engaged in any actions that
could have been interpreted as disruptive,
and speculation about Soler’s motive in
ordering their arrests was rife. Some board
members believe that Soler dislikes Lopez
and Ratviz personally and was being, as one
put it, "a vindictive bastard." Several other
board members noted what one called "sim-
ple arithmetic" and speculated that Soler
may have deliberately monkey-wrenched
the election for CB3 chair also scheduled
for that evening.

Pagén himself had actively campaigned
for Soler’s re-election, surely an act of
desperation. He had approached board
member Sandi Andersen - not one of his
political allies - and offered to use some of
his "discretionary funds" to purchase three
vacant lots for community gardens, projects
dear to Andersen’s heart. (The offer was
declined; Boro Prez Ruth Messinger pro-
vided the funds instead.)

Soler received a call from the Boro
Prez’s office the night before the board
meeting - this is according to Messinger’s
rep Raul Gueverrez - warning Soler what
was perfectly obvious to any intelligent
observer, that the board meeting was likely
to be disrupted. There were uniformed and
plainclothes cops in and around the room
when the meeting started. But instead of

CB3 MEMBER MARGUARITA LOPEZ ON FLOOR

trying to end the disruption, Soler just stood
there with his video camera, and instead of
protecting members of his board, he told
the cops to collar them.

Some copycats jumped on Soler’s band-
wagon. District Manager Martha Danziger
(the top civil servant on the board and a
longtime Pagén ally) tried to have the cops
arrest board member Robert Schoen-bohm
(it didn’t work). Board member and Pagén
appointee Albert Fabozzi pointed to com-
munity activist (and Gentle Soul) Michael
Farrin and said to the cops, "Arrest him!
Arrest him!" - Fabozzi may have been mad
at Farrin since Farrin had described him
with uncanny accuracy as "so dumb it’s
almost endearing." The cops ignored
Fabozzi.

Outside the 7th precinct where the
arrestees were taken, about 50 people
gathered. According to police, 11 people
had been arrested. The two board members
were charged with inciting to riot and some
throwaway offenses, and released about
four hours later. One squatter was released
at the same time after being charged with
misdemeanor riot, criminal mischief, disor-
derly conduct, and interfering with govern-
mental administration. Two homeless
people were released the next day without
any charges. Two squatters were charged
with felony riot charges and released the
next day on a total of $2000 bail. The other
people, charged with various misdemeanors,
were released the next day after going
through the system for 24 hours.

Soler’s supporters flooded the boro
prez’s office the next day with lying
messages blaming the arrested board mem-
bers for the trouble. Soler himself finally
realized that something had gone wrong,
and phoned several board members, saying
that he hadn’t ordered the arrests of the
board members (a flagrant lie, contradicted
by numerous witnesses, police policy, a tape
recording, and Soler himself immediately
after the meeting).

See CB3 SUICIDE On Page 19
(For more Pagan sleaze,
turn to pages 8 + 9)

IN HANDCUFFS AND UNDER ARREST

JOHN PENLEY

JOHN PENLEY
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PIGS JUMP AND BEAT SQUATTERS AT 6/22 CB3 MEETING

GLASS HOUSE SQUATTERS
THREATENED BY PAGANITES
By Chris Flash

A pair of formerly abandoned city-owned buildings housing more than 40 people has
been targetted for eviction and development by a housing group connected to City
Councilman Antonio Pagén.

The building site, located at 139-41 Avenue D, was a biscuit factory in the 1920s
before being acquired by General Glass Industries, which produced commercial glass
there. On May 25, 1978, the buildings were taken by the City of New York through an
"In-Rem" foreclosure action for "non-payment of assessments." Since then, it remained
sealed up until it was opened by squatters more than two years ago and dubbed the
"Glass House."

Since then, the Glass House squatters have undone almost twenty years of damage
from neglect by repairing the roof, replacing rotted joists and floors, and building
individual living spaces. They are now planning to build a community center where
building and neighborhood residents can learn and practice various skills, like wood and
metalworking, printing, music, and arts and crafts, among others.

PAGANITES EYE GLASS HOUSE SITE

Late last year, a proposal for the site was brought before Community Board Three
by Pueblo Nuevo, a so-called housing group controlled by Pagan henchman Roberto
Caballero, who has since been appointed to CB3 by Pagdn. Caballero claims that his
project, a hospice for AIDS patients with a 45 bed capacity, would require $3.7 million
from HPD (Dep’t. of Housing Preservation and Development) for renovations and an
annual $1.3 million from the Human Resources Administration to operate. The project
would only serve as a place for AIDS patients to go to die.

Caballero and other Pagén appointees have been actively campaigning against
another proposed AIDS housing project, sponsored by Housing Works (an off-shoot of
ACT-UP), an organization with a successful track record in providing AIDS housing and
out-patient services, which is to be built on a vacant lot on East 7th Street, between
Avenues B and C.

Pagén’s people claim that Caballero’s project, to be called "El Yunque" (the
rainforest), to be built on the site of the Glass House Squat, only 5 blocks away from
the Housing Works site, is preferable because it would require that patients are not
active drug users before they could be admitted.

Housing Works on the other hand, in addition to housing persons with AIDS, would
also provide clean needles and bleach kits as well as medication to active drug users in
an effort to stem the rising tide of AIDS on the street.

In their efforts to prevent the Housing Works project, Pagén’s people have mounted
a massive disinformation campaign, including muitiple phone calls and faxes to elected
officials and the media, and claiming in testimony before community boards and city
agencies that the Housing Works site is in a "drug-free zone", while not mentioning the
rampant heroin dealing on the same block. The three most vehement Pagénites behind
the effort are John Harrington, and CB3 members (and Pagén appointees) Elizabeth
Acevedo and Susan Vaughn, members of the "East Village Association."

Also actively fighting Housing Works is Pagén’s Tompkins Square Neighborhood
Coalition, run by yuppie real estate speculator Samuel Turvey, consisting of residents of
luxury housing surrounding Tompkins Square Park.

None of these people live on the block, yet they claim to speak for residents there.
SHADOW sources tell us that the Pagénites have been complaining to elected officials
and the media that it is "racist and classist” to have the Housing Works project buiit in
their neighborhood, yet these people, who are white and affluent, are supporting the
Pueblo Nuevo project in an even poorer neighborhood on Avenue D.

According to various SHADOW sources, councilman Pagén and his people are
pushing the Pueblo Nuevo project because of a large amount of money available for the
project, which they don't have to account for. The sources say that the Pagénites oppose
the Housing Works project because it will occupy prime real estate a half block from
Tompkins Square Park and, because it will be a legitimate AIDS facility, there will no
money in it for them.

Among Pagén supporters opposed to Housing Works are the East 7th Street drug
dealers, operating a brisk business there for the past 20 years with the full knowledge of

9th precinct cops. See GLASS HOUSE On Page 19
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XU TERS ENCIED!

By Paul DeRienzo

New York City’s Department of
Housing Preservation and Development
(HPD) evicted 32 families on July 8th
from two squatted buildings in the
South Bronx. The squatters had been
living In the bullding for more than two
years. The city plans to sell the
buildings, at 670 and 675 East 170th
Street near Boston Post Road and
Crotona Park to a consortium of private
developers.

The developers plan to renovate the
properties, which contain 88 units, for
$6.2 million. The purchase price of $2
million is coming from a loan by the
Community Preservation Corporation, a
development bank with close ties to the
city. The development cost of $4 million
is coming from HPD. After renovation,
nine units will be made available to
homeless people, and the balance of
the units will go to low and moderate
income tenants. According to HPD
spokesperson Valerie Bradley,
moderate income tenants are those
families earning $19,000
or more per year. The majority of the
squatters were unemployed and had
Incomes of a few thousand dollars a
year and less.

HPD circumvented state housing law
that prohibits evicting people who have
occupied a building for more than 30
days by claiming that the buildings
were unsafe and then getting a vacate
order to immediately remove the
occupants. HPD spokesperson refused
to acknowledge that the buildings had
been occupied, accusing the squatters
of simply "trespassing” in the bulldings.

At about 5:00 A.M., more than 150
police officers backed up by four large
moving vans and representatives of
various city agencies rolled in to
enforce the eviction. Police forced their
way into the buildings, banging on
doors and ordering the squatters out.
One squatter was so distraught at the
sight of the police that he threatened to
jump from the roof of one bullding.

Enrique Deoleo walked to the edge
of the roof where he prayed and made
the sign of the cross just as police
grabbed him from behind. He was taken
to Bellevue Hospital for observation,

* Deoleo asked police "Why are you
people doing this to me? This is my
home." Standing on the precipice of the
building Deoleo told police "You treat
drug dealers better than you treat us."

The next morning the buildings had
been sealed off from the street and
demolition crews were smashing out
windows and gutting walls that had
once separated the apartments of the
squatters. Police operated from a
massive Temporary Headquarters
Vehicle ("THV") similar to the one used
at Tompkins Square Park after
hundreds of police closed the park
against the wishes of neighborhood
residents. Charles Commodore, a
neighbor and witness to the eviction,
was cooling off at a fire hydrant on this
sweltering July day. He said the
eviction was "unfair, they just threw -
them out.”

Matthew Lee is a director of Inner-
City Press—-Community On the Move, an
organization of more than 10 squatted
buildings In the South Bronx. Lee says
the city’s development plan for the
Bronx is squeezing poor people out
because the construction costs have to
be recouped by rents that are higher
than most Bronx residents can afford to
pay. According to Lee, one of the
developers of the 170th Street bulldings
is Ralph Langston Associates, which
manages more than 100 buildings In the
South Bronx. Lee says HPD computers
list more than 8,000 housing code

violations in those buildings.

*There are a certain number of small
companies that are being given whole
blocks In the South Bronx," says Lee,
and he adds, "the perception of most
people here is that the same private
landlords that abandoned the South
Bronx 15 years ago, milked it and
walked away from it, are being given
city money to take it back over."

The squatters have been trying to
win legal control over their homes. In
February they asked a sub-committee
of the City Council to bar the sale of the
buildings. But, according to Lee, no
record of the sub-committee meeting
was presented to the full Council which
perfunctorily voted to approve the sale.
The squatters then appealed to the
State Supreme Court, which was about
to decide on the squatters’ argument
that the City Council had not given
proper consideration to their objections
over the sale of their bulldings. Lee
says that HPD should have responded
to “substantial allegations of fact" that
the developers have so many
maintenance code violations against
their other buildings.

A hearing was scheduled for August
2, but the city moved in and evicted the
tenants before that date, rendering the
issue moot. HPD maintains the court
hearing was on the Issue of the sale of
the buildings and didn't deal with the
"lllegal® occupation of the buildings. But
the Legal Aid Soclety believes that there
Is a question of due process because
the city did nothing about the alleged
‘trespassers” for two years — moving
the squatters out only weeks before a
crucial court hearing. On that basis
Legal Aid decided to represent the
squatters the day after the eviction.
Matthew Lee says the eviction was an
attempt by the city "not only to smash
the lawsuit but to smash the squatters’
right to speak and raise Issues with
HPD."

On Friday, July 16, Manhattan Civil
Court Judge Carl Arber signed an order
stopping the city from further
demolition at the bulldings until a
hearing later this month. That same day
the squatters had filed a lawsuit against
Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly
and HPD Commissioner Felice Michetti
seeking restoration of the buildings,
repairs to the apartments and monetary
damages.

The court papers say more than 150
police officers physically and verbally
abused the squatters as they forced
them out of the buildings. In the
ensuing panic, many of the residents
were forced to leave behind immigration
papers, furniture, pets and personal
savings as demolition crews began
smashing windows and breaking down
doors. The complaint was filed by the
Legal Aid Society.

Meanwhile, the evicted squatters
have been transported to a temporary
shelter on Fox Street where they will
stay until the city can find permanent
housing. HPD officlals say that may
take several months,

(For more info on the Bronx squats,
see SHADOWSs #15 + #16)
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VIOLENCE FLAIRS AT

20TH ANNUAL SMOKE-IN
By Barbara Lee + Chris Flash

What promised to be the greatest Smoke-In ever in New York, following a twenty
year tradition of free music, free pot and fun in Washington Square Park, ended in a
mini-riot leaving several people injured and many wondering what happened and why.

SMOKE-IN HISTORY

Smoke-Ins in New York City began in 1973, on the first Saturday in May, organized
by Yippie founders Abbie Hoffman, Jerry Rubin, High Times Magazine founder Tom
Forcade, and others.

By the late 1970s, Abbie and Rubin had left the Yippies and the Smoke-Ins were
effectively controlled by newcomer Dana Beal. According to past organizers, Beal’s
strategy for getting marijuana legalized was to fill the jails with demonstrators and clog
the courts with marijuana cases. At about this time, Jerry The Peddler also joined the
Smoke-In crew.

Smoke-Ins of the early 1980s took place in Washington Square Park, then climaxed
with marches to Central Park where Rock Against Racism (RAR) concerts were set up
by Beal, featuring various ethnic groups and musical styles.

Organizers say Beal was ready 1o give up RAR concerts by 1983 after sensing his
failure to rally the Black community around marijuana rights. His next effort was
attaching himself to the Greens Movement, using marijuana as an ecological issue. After
antagonizing and getting kicked out of the NY Greens Party, Beal searched for
something else to latch on to. He then discovered the Ibogaine legalization movement.
(Ibogaine is derived from Iboga, a tree bark in the African rainforest. Ibogaine has been
found to help heroin and cocaine addicts lose -their desire to use those drugs without
the pain and agony of withdrawal. Best of all, [bogaine is totally natural, with no side-
effects, other than an insightful experience similar to an LSD trip. Not surprisingly, the
U.S. government has made it illegal.)

Aware of the link between drug addiction and AIDS, Beal sought connections with
ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power), the Lower East Side Needle Exchange,
and other activist groups he could use to gain political clout and acceptance. By
promoting "medical marijuana” for AIDS patients and Ibogaine for drug addicts, Beal
tried to rally the Black community and ecological-minded and marijuana rights activists
together.

THE SMOKE-IN SPLIT

The Tompkins Square Police Riot of August 6-7, 1988, in which more than 400 cops
battled with neighborhood residents till dawn, resulted in a newly-organized coalition of
anarchists, activists, squatters, and punks, all around the issues of police violence,
gentrification, street organizing, and squatting. Jerry The Peddler was in the center of
this group, having known most everyone before the riot.

Unlike Beal, Jerry was not concerned with accumulating power and connections. He
was more interested in the recreational aspects of marijuana, including creating recipes
for "apple jack pot" and marijuana liquor. Jerry's jovial personality made working with
him more pleasant than with Beal, who seemed to want to control everyone around
him.

The publicity from the riot resulted in offers from various media and television
shows, such as Morton Downey, to hear from Tompkins Square activists who could
state their case publicly. Jerry and others used the media to explain what was going on
on the Lower East Side and have fun doing it, while Beal sought to use the media
attention to advance his own agenda. Beal’s feeling that Jerry and others were
competing with him over airtime led to arguments between them.

After Abbie Hoffman died in April 1989, Tompkins Square activists working with
Beal on planning the 1989 Smoke-In wanted it to end in Central Park since that had
been the traditional site of Be-Ins, Smoke-Ins, and Love-Ins sponsored by the Yippies in
the past. Beal instead insisted on a 118 block march from Washington Square Park to
Congressman Charles Rangel’s office on West 125th Street in Harlem. Organizers
questioned the wisdom of this since Rangel would not be there on a Saturday, and
because Rangel is very popular in Harlem.

By this time, arguments between Beal and Jerry escalated to open fighting. One

dispute concerned Beal’s desire to hand out fake marijuana joints made from Damiana,
a legal herb that doesn’t get anyone high, at the Smoke-Ins. Jerry insisted that real pot
be given out. Another major difference between them was that Jerry sought pot
legalization while Dana pushed for Ibogaine legalization.

After a fist fight between Jerry and Beal, which resulted in Jerry being arrested, the
split in the marijuana movement became official. Beal had press connections, organizing
space and a lot of money to spend, while Jerry had people with energy, enthusiasm, and
free labor.

Since Beal already had the permit for Washington Square Park, Jerry and the TSP
activists decided to hold a real Smoke-In in Central Park. Beal placed full page
newspaper ads for his Smoke-In and he paid wheatpasting crews to cover up Jerry’s
Smoke-In posters.

The 1989 Smoke-In in Washington Square Park was fully controlled by Beal, who
refused to allow the Tompkins Square activists to announce their Central Park Smoke-
In. He also hired guards to prevent them from getting on the stage. Undaunted, the
Tompkins Square crew gave out leaflets with Abbie holding a lit bomb and a map
directing them to the Central Park Smoke-In.

As Beal’s march made its way up Fifth Avenue after the rally in the park, the lead
was taken over by Jerry and friends at 23rd Street. From there, they directed the
marchers into Central Park. The remaining marchers followed Beal until they were
directed into Central Park at the 72nd Street entrance by Pope Mickey Cesar (of the
Church of Realized Fantasies.) Beal ended up with only a few dozen marchers willing to
follow him to Harlem. He later claimed that Jerry owed him money because he had
advertised in the Village Voice and had lost his marchers to Jerry’s Smoke-In.

After that, Jerry and Beal began organizing separate demonstrations and events. In
1990, two Smoke-Ins ran simultancously on the same day for the first time. Beal swore
he would stop Jerry from using Washington Square Park if he got the park permit
before Jerry. When Jerry got it first, Beal flipped out. Jerry offered Beal a speaking slot
in spite of Beal's exclusion plan, but Beal refused.

Beal began his event with rallies at several points in Manhattan, beginning at
Congressman Rangel’s office and working its way downtown to Washington Square
Park. The timing of Dana’s parade was strangely perfect--his parade crossed paths with
Jerry's parade at the corner of 42nd Street + 5th Avenue as Jerry’s headed up to
Central Park after a huge rally in Washington Square.

Beal’s march ended at the park, where the remaining crowd and normal park goers
were treated to a concert by the Chambers Brothers, for which Beal had to pay them
several thousand dollars. Beal later took credit for attracting the large numbers of
people in the park. Unlike the traditional Smoke-In, there was no pot smoked at Beal’s
event.

Since then, Dana tried to ally himself with ACT-UP, Dhoruba Bin Wahad, the
Libertarian Party and other groups, maintaining his close ties to NORML and High
Times Magazine. He tried to keep attention focused on himself as the marijuana rights
spokesman in NYC and circumvent Jerry The Peddler and the Tompkins Square
activists.

Beal has continually tried to snag the permit for Washington Square Park for the
first Saturday in May, the traditional Smoke-In day, before Jerry. He failed again for the
1991 and 1992 Smoke-Ins, which went well under the guidance of Jerry and activist Lori
Rizzo, leaving Beal to his futile demos uptown.

High Times Magazine tried to get all activists to work together in a coalition for the
1992 Smoke-In, offering their offices as meeting space and $500 as a clean up bond
required by the Parks Department, and other money for stickers, posters, etc. Beal
refused the offer to join the group. The Smoke-In had many speakers, on FIJA (the
Fully-Informed Jury Amendment), medical marijuana, pot busts, the LA riots, the
Democratic Convention, and many musical groups as well as lots of pot circulated.
According to Lori, the Smoke-In attracted about 3,000 people.

1993 SMOKE-IN BLOWS UP
In December, 1992, shortly after finishing a 40 day jail sentence for attempting to
smuggle two pounds of pot through an airport security checkpoint, Beal succeeded in
getting the 1993 park permit for Saturday, May 1st, before the TSP crew, though they
protested that they had had the first Saturday in May for the past 20 years. Beal paid

" his lawyer Jerry Greenburg to convince the Parks Dept lawyers to let him keep the

permit.

See SMOKE-IN On Page 20
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GRYS MARSH WWASHINGRoN& Ny

Hundreds of thousands of gays, lesbians, bi’s and their supporters gathered in
Washington, D.C. for the 1993 March on Washington. The theme of the parade was
Lesbian, Gay and Bi Equal Rights and Liberation. As early as Friday, April 23, people
from all over the nation came together to rally, party, and show much love.

Events gay-and-lesbian-related abounded all over the city, from workshops to leather
fetish parties. As a warm-up to Sunday’s march, the Lesbian Avengers sponsored the
DYKE March on Saturday night. Thousands of DYKES from all walks of life streamed
into the streets of D.C., shouting proclamations of DYKE power. The march went past
the White House, whereupon women demanded that Hillary Rodham Clinton come out
and join them.

Sunday started off with a march and kick-off prayer by Rev. Jesse Jackson; the
march took off from the Washington Monument. There was a strong emphasis on the
issue of the military ban on gays and lesbians. Gays and lesbians marched wearing
military attire, demanding their "rights" as Americans to kill for their country.

In a sharp contrast, a huge anarchist "black bloc" contingent ran down Pennsylvania
Avenue shouting, "Be all you can be; don’t join the Army" and "We’re Fuckin’
Anarchists; we'll fuck whomever we want!"

The march ended at the foot of the Capitol building where people hung out to hear
speakers and performers at the rally. For all his supposed support, President Billy-Boy
Clinton didn’t show.

Moral gowar

24TH ANNUAL GAY PRIDE MARCH IN NEW YORK CITY

The N.Y.C. Heritage of Pride, 24th Annual Gay and Lesbian March 93, started off
under threatening cloud cover and ended in bright sunshine. One would hope that’s an
accurate comparison to the Gay & Lesbian Rights movement it represents.

Publicity hounds Mayor David Dinkins and Borough President Ruth Messenger
showed up, shamelessly posing for photo opportunities. They showed their support by
walking only from 42nd Street to 23rd Street where the grandstands were. What kept
them from walking to the heart of the gay community in the West Village?

Even more pathetic was the small contingent of "openly" gay City Council member
Antonio Pagén (before his election, he announced he was gay only to "safe" groups),
who rode in a white convertible a couple of blocks behind the large Housing Works
contingent. Pagén is trying to kill a proposed Housing Works treatment center and
residence for HIV+ addicts on East 7th Street, in order to keep the neighborhood safe
for real estate. Housing Works carried a huge banner that said: WHAT DOES
ANTONIO PAGAN HAVE AGAINST PEOPLE WITH AIDS? Pagén started getting
booed and, rather than face the music, he chicken shitted out and left the parade at
23rd Street.

Thousands of spectators crowed the sidewalks of Fifth Avenue and the Village to see
Gay and Lesbian political groups. AIDS awareness activists and floats of beautiful men
and women were flaunting their sexuality. Arches of rainbow balloons led the way to a
festival on the piers.

PETER LEVASSEUR

presence by gay and lesbian police officers who flaunted their police shield emblem with
a LAMBDA in the center.

By their huge representation in the parade, lesbians are really becoming a welcome
majority; there were many lesbian groups, like the Lesbian Avengers. All in all, it was a
wonderful weekend that ended with a beautiful fireworks display and people dancing

A lot of the cops looked as if they’'d rather have been eating stale donuts than being
surrounded by out, loud and proud lesbians, bi’s and gays. There was also a strong

into the night. Next year, the march will be going to the UN.

Be there!

RANDALL TERRY CRADLES HIS "BABY" AT WASHINGTON DEMO

RANDALL TERRY

SENTENCED!!
By Paul DeRienzo

On June 11, Operation Rescue founder
Randall Terry was sentenced to 5 months in
federal prison by U.S. District Judge Robert
J. Ward for his role in violating a federal
injunction during last summer’s Democratic
National Convention. Operation Rescue
fanatics are infamous for violently trying to
enforce their anti-choice views on women
by blocking clinics that perform abortions.
After Operation Rescue announced they
would attempt to present then presidential
candidate Bill Clinton with an aborted
fetus, Judge Ward issued an injunction
banning the group from interfering with
abortion elinics or disrupting convention
business. But Terry and his associate, a
Catholic priest named Mahoney, tore up a

copy of the injunction on the steps of the
federal courthouse in lower Manhattan, say-
ing they "answered to a higher authority"
than the court.

The next day, Rev. Mahoney intercepted
Clinton at a campaign stop and presented
him with an aborted fetus. Although Terry
wasn't there, he was charged with criminal
contempt for his role in organizing the con-
frontation with Clinton. After a five day
non-jury trial, Terry was convicted and for
the first time sentenced to federal jail time.

At the sentencing, Terry was allowed to
address the court, where he claimed he was
a "political prisoner" who was being perse-
cuted for his ideas. Terry told the court that
he was engaged in "classic civil disobedi-
ence" and he likened Operation Rescue’s
blockading of abortion clinics to the under-
ground railroad, suffragettes, Martin Luther
King, ACT-UP and anti-apartheid move-
ments.

Terry went on to describe his family
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background to explain his calling to the
anti-choice crusade. He said he was "con-
ceived out of wedlock" in 1959 and that his
parents "did the honorable thing in those
days and got married." Terry told the court
that if abortion had been legal then, he
would have been a "prime candidate" for
the procedure. He said that in 1959 "abor-
tionists would have been tried in state
courts” and that "if my parents had under-
taken similar actions to mine they would
have become "cultural heroes."

Terry's views look back on a mythical
past that never existed but represent in his
mind a more perfect and stable society. The
changes that occurred in the 1960’s, libera-
ling women, lesbians and gays, and oppos-
ing the Vietnam War and stultifying pre-
civil rights atmosphere of the 1950’s have
struck terror in the hearts of certain social
groups that can’t handle the changes that
have occurred in America.

BABY “TIA* MEETS THE PRESS (Willlamsville, NY, 4/92)

Terry put it this way: "Men have forgot-
ten god and our nation is deteriorating, our
nation has changed for the worse." He
directly attacked Attorney General Janet
Reno, saying "our nation has deteriorated
so much that when the Attorney General
took office she said she'd come after me
and not homosexuals who sat in at Saint
Patrick’s Cathedral and desecrated the
Eucharist." Randall Terry's attorney Patrick
Monaghan said the court should "put oil on
the water" to "protect the system,” appar-
ently from anti-choicers who are losing faith
and respect for the government.

Prosecutor Sanford Cohen took the curi-
ous position that "without respect for judi-
cial decrees no rights under the constitution
would long endure." Cohen argued that the
"defendant’s speech rights are best pro-
tected because of this prosecution." Cohen
really didn’t elaborate except to bring up
the murder of abortion provider Dr. David

See RANDALL TERRY On Page 14

OPERATION RESCUE CLAIMED SHE WAS ABORTED, BUT A MEDICAL
EXAMINER DETERMINED THAT SHE WAS STILLBORN.

ANDREW LICHTENSTEIN
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