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By now we've all heard about the events at Branch Davidian ranch in Waco,
Texas. What led to the massacre of approximately 90 people by the federal
government? 1

Apparently, the feds were tipped off in June of 1992 by a sheriff who was
tipped off by a UPS driver who said he suspected that he had just delivered weapons to
the Davidian group’s ranch (named, appropriately enough, "Ranch Apocalypse"), though
this same driver had been making similar deliveries to the ranch for several years.

On February 28, approximately 100 heavily armed agents from the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) raided the ranch, claiming that they were
executing a search warrant for weapons. Four ATF agents and an undetermined
number of church members were killed when the ranch residents defended themselves
against the armed invaders.

ATF members cried to the press, saying "we were out-gunned." They retreated
and surrounded the ranch, beginning a stand-off that would last 51 days. Later that day,
as an ATF spokesman repeatedly told assembled newsmedia that they never fire
without seeing a clear target, video footage being played back simultaneously on public
television’s MacNeil-Lehrer report showed four ATF agents climbing one of the ranch’s
lower roofs with a ladder. They were seen firing multiple shots into a window covered
by a dark shade, where there was obviously no clear target. The ATFers were then seen
climbing into the window, one after another. By the time the fourth one approached the E
window, bullets were seen flying through the walls and window, coming from inside the
house. The fourth agent, struck in the head, quickly slid down the ladder and escaped.
Most likely, the three inside got killed.

"IF IT WASN’T FOR US, YOU’D HAVE
NOTHING TO WRITE ABOUT"
--(Chief Hoehl to SHADOW editor)

WHERE THE FUCK HAS
THE SHADOW BEEN?

Shortly after our last issue in October, a number of things causeu us to halt
production for a while. One was that we ran out of money (you probably thought all
those warnings were bullshit!!) Another was that the activist scene here seemed to have
suddenly died. And about that time, we felt that we needed to take a break for a while.

As the new year began, things started heating up here just as we began receiving
donations from supporters and orders for our publications, which helped to improve our
money situation. (Special thanks to Carol of Florida!!) We started gearing up production
at the end of February for an early March printing, but then we got hit by the
"Michaelangelo Virus" which we got through a contaminated floppy disk!!

Having recovered from the virus damage, we now plan to publish at least every
1'2 to 2 months, but no later than three months if news is slow. As a result, we have now
changed our subscription and advertising rates--they are now lower than before.

Though we are financially able to publish regularly again, (we are always in the
red, but not so deeply at the moment), we still need our readers’ support in the form of
subscriptions, mail orders, and of course, donations!!

Remember what the underground press is all about. We seek to expose the

owned/controlled by corporate/government/political groups, and we don’t make any
money doing this. Unlike rags put out by phony front groups like the RCP, SWP + WWP

that require their dues paying members to buy and sell their party "news"papers (that
contain no real "news" at all) for them for a hefty $1.00 each, the SHADOW has been

supported only by our readers since we started publishing in 1989. That is what really
keeps us going!!

WHY HASN’T THE SHADOW
RESPONDED TO MY MAIL?

Since our last issue, we have been getting tons of mail every day, more than we

’ scum of the planet and inform our readers about it, until it hurts. That’s it!'! We are not

The ATF was replaced ("relieved," they said) by the FBI, which had water and ' could respond to as quickly as we would like to. Unfortunately, while we weren't

electricity to the ranch cut off. This did not do them much good, since church members
had stockpiles of food and a well for water. In the meantime, the feds, with help from
the media, began their terrorist tzcrics against the church group. The church was
labelled a "cult,” the group’s organizer David Koresh became a "cult leader” and its
members became "cultists," while the ranch became a "compound.”

As the weeks passed without the successful arrest and removal of the church
group, the feds claimed they were holding back out of concern for church members’
children, alleging that they had been sexually and physically abused by Koresh and other
church members. At one point, they said that some church members were being held
against their will. The feds then showed their concern for the children’s welfare by
blasting loud music at the ranch 24 hours a day (including Nancy Sinatra’s "These Boots
Are Made For Walking"). The media readily went along with the demonizing, planting
the idea in the public’s mind that the poor feds were dealing with some really crazy
armed cult that had to be stopped.

By April 19, the feds suddenly decided they had to make their move. At
5:30AM, they violated their own guidelines of waiting out suspects who are barricaded
in a building, with or without hostages. Further demonstrating their concern for the
children, they used a tank to punch holes into several walls and pumped CS tear gas
into the ranch houses. (The U.S. was a signatory to an international treaty banning the
use of CS tear gas).

News videos showed a plume of dark smoke rising immediately after a tank hit
one of the walls. Fires then broke out in several locations throughout the ranch
complex. Fed by 30-40 mph winds, the flames spread rapidly as the feds stood by and
watched. Nine church members were able to escape the fire, which consumed the
complex and Killed over 80 people inside, including the children. An hour later, fire
trucks arrived to hose the smoldering remains.

Immediately, the FBI tried to cover its tracks, claiming that church members
had started the fires themselves. FBI spokesman Bob Ricks tried to blame the fire on
the church members, claiming that no gas was used to start the fire, and that there were
fires in three separate locations. He then said "we put massive gas in there. They had to
make the decision to face the charges or commit suicide."

Coincidentally, as the Davidian ranch burned, president Clinton was touring
the newly-opened Holocaust Museum in Washington. His head of the Justice
Department, Janet Reno, justified the raid and tear gas by saying "we had reports they
were slapping the children around in there."

Continued on Next Page

publishing, we let the mail pile up. Just as we got everything up to date and entered in
our mail file, we got hit by the "Michaelangelo Virus" in early March.

As a result of the virus, we lost many articles that were saved on hard drives and
we temporarily lost our entire mailing list containing more than 800 names and addresses.
Luckily, our computer freak buddies were able to restore almost all of the list, which we
have sinced backed up three times and now store off-premises on virus-free disks and
they repaired most of the damage. (We now have all sorts of virus detectors, protectors,
and destructors so it can’t happen again.)

As we were restoring the entries on the new mail file format we created, we
) discovered that many had data missing after their names. We either don’t have their
complete addresses or why they wrote or what they sent us. (None of these people sent
us money, since that mail goes into a separate pile.) So, if you sent us anything between
February and the middie of March and never heard from us, or if you are among the
people listed below, please write again so we can get you back on our mailing list. (We
are purposely using initials instead of last names and the point of origin is in parenthesis):

Mark T. (24701) Richard W. (CA)
Tim A. (47957) Royal Brothers, Ltd., (CA)

Steve G. (OH)
Warren H. (PA)
Jack M. (VA)
Tom W. (VA)

Isolera Iran Kommittee (Sweden)
Dennis G. (CA)
Peace + Freedom Party (CA)

Naked Aggression (60106) Spock V. (FL)
7777 (BULGARIA) Jonah H. (MD)
Brian D. (Canada) J.A. (MI)
D.T., (Canada) FEH! Press (MN)
Earth First, (Canada) Steve B. (NM)
Kick It Over (Canada) Amer. Friends Svce. Comm. (NJ)
] The Other Israel {(ISRAEL) Burt G. (NY)
! Chris (Netherlands) Julia B. (NY)
! For Kannedom (Sweden) Trudy S. (NY)
H

If you have already ordered a one year subscription, by either bulk rate or first
class, you'll notice that instead of an expiration date on your mailing label we have put an
} issue number. This way you will get the number of issues that you paid for, by issue
) number rather than by the year.

We are working on responding to all of our mail on a daily basis, with paid mail
orders getting priority, so please bear with us if you haven’t heard from us yet. Once

we're caught up, we'll stay that way!!
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KENNY TOLIA IS FREE!!

Kenny Tolia, the only defendant in the May Day 29 case to receive any jail
time is now a free man, now living in the city with his wife. The case stemmed from yet
another riot started by pigs in Tompkins Square, on May 1, 1990, during a concert in
the park. Kenny, one of the organizers, was charged with inciting a riot when he had
only been dancing with everyone else at the moment the pigs rushed the stage. (See
SHADOWSs #11, 12, 13, 15, 17, 20, 21 + 23 for the full story).

Judge Richard C. Failla, New York City's first openly gay Supreme Court
Justice, who heard the case, isn't doing as well. Announcing before the May Day trial
was even concluded that he planned to give maximum sentences to any defendant found
guilty, he made good on his threat after all were found not guilty, except Kenny, after
the 3% month trial. Though Kenny had no previous convictions, had a steady job, and
had roots in the community, Judge Failla gave Kenny the most time he could: one year
in jail, starting April 6, 1992. Luckily, Kenny was able to get on a work release program,
which allowed him to keep his job and support his family during the day while returning
to jail at night.

Judge Failla’s karma came back to him just over one year later, on April 11,
when he died of AIDS in St. Luke’s Hospital at the age of 53.

THE POPE IS FREE!!

Pope Mickey Cesar, better known as the Pope Of Pot of the Church of
Realized Fantasies that used marijuana as its holy sacrament, was finally released after
spending more than two years in various jails. He had been busted on two occasions for
possession and sale of marijuana. (See SHADOW #15 for more details). After urine
appeared in his blood for months, his jailers refused him diagnosis and treatment by an
outside hospital. Eventually, he was diagnosed with cancer of the kidney, but by that
time it had spread to his lungs and bone marrow. Poor prison food and treatment made
the Pope become insulin dependent. Doctors gave him six months to live, but the six
months has already passed.

Since Pope Mickey’s release on parole in March, he has refused to submit to
piss tests to check for marijuana consumption. This has almost resulted in his being
returned to jail.

On April 13, a benefit concert was held for the Pope, featuring Dean and the
Weenies, David Peel and Moogy Klingman, among others. The Pope was greeted by his
many fans and supporters, all of whom missed his unique presence in the scene. Even
though the bar's management didn't want it, a lot of pot was smoked freely!!

If you would like to write to the Pope, you can send your letters in care of the
SHADOW. (We wish we could say that the Pope’s judge and prosecutors were dead
too!!)

GRADY ALEXIS’ MURDERERS GET OFF!!

One of two men responsible for the beating death of Lower East Side artist
Grady Alexis finally went on trial on March 15. On May 4, 1991, Terry Presley and his
friend, P.O. Richard Frazier, a professional boxer, beat Grady and his friends after they
loudly protested the dangerous way that Presley and Frazier were driving their vehicles
past them. Grady died on the spot as a result of the beating. (See SHADOWs #18 +
22, 24 + 25 for more Info).

Frazier was only charged with assaulting Grady’s friends, despite four witnesses
who told the District Attorney’s office that he joined Presley in hitting Grady several
times. There was also a report that Grady had been pushed into a moving taxi. Frazier
had indictments against him dismissed twice, while only Presley went on trial for assault
rather than murder. Presley chose a judge trial rather than a trial by jury which would
more than likely have convicted him.

The ADA trying the case emphasized that one punch knocked Grady to the
ground and that his death was a fluke. In fact, the city’s Medical Examiner’s office
confirmed witness reports that Grady had been hit more than once.

When it was over, Presley was convicted of misdemeanor assault, the least
serious version of the charge.

According to activist attorney Ron Kuby, who was requested by Grady’s
friends and family to try to insure a serious prosecution of Grady’s murderers, "the
overall problem with the case was that the D.A’s office never sought felony charges.
They treated the beating of a black man as less serious than selling a bag of pot or
running a gaming establishment."

Sentencing has been set for May 6 in Judge Bruce Allen’s court at 111 Centre
Street, Part 81, at 9:30 AM. All those concerned with yet another case of unpunished
police violence and murder should make it a point to be there.
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FEDS GO WACKO IN WACO!!

Before the remains of the ranch had even cooled off, the always co-operative media
quickly released the results of a poll conducted by CNN, USA Today and Gallup Polls,
which said that a majority of Americans blame the fire on David Koresh and feel that
the FBI acted responsibly. This comes from the same media that helped form the

opinions for those polled.

Directly contradicting the feds’ claims, survivors of the fire consistently told reporters
that the fires were started when lanterns that were hanging on walls for light (remember
that the electricity was cut off) were knocked to the floor when the tank rammed the
walls. The flaming kerosene also spread to bales of hay that were blocking windows and
spread rapidly from there. There was hardly enough time for the survivors to co-
ordinate a cover story before escaping the flames. Considering what the Davidians had
just been through on February 28, it is not surprising that more members did not run
into the arms of waiting feds as their complex burned. For the record, the three fires
did not start simultaneously in three locations as feds claimed. Each began afier the

tank hit a different part of the complex.

Whatever else David Koresh’s Branch Davidians were, whether they believed that
their god is in heaven, or in a piece of swiss cheese, they had every right to their
religious beliefs, as do Catholics, Jews and Mormons. The Davidians were religious
fundamentalists who believed in the coming apocalypse. Little did they know that the
federal government would fulfill their prophesy for them--or maybe they did know.

Why the raid? The ATF says it wanted to search the place for weapons that
infiltrators had alerted them to. After the massacre, Koresh's lawyer, Dick DeGuerin,
who had access to the ATF’s search warrant, said that the warrant authorized a search
for five pieces of machinery about the size of a half dollar. Were 100 heavily armed
agents required for this search? With over 100 people inside the complex, including
children and elderly women, the Davidians had every right to defend themselves against

the armed invaders.

Why did the Davidians have weapons? As DeGuerin explained, they had apocalyptic
visions similar to those of 7th Day Adventists. The isolated Davidian ranch was
approximately 100 miles from town, so they were justified in having weapons for self
defense, at the very least. Considering their distance from the town, they were not
posing a threal to anyone, excepl an assault force attacking them!!

What was really behind the raid? The ATF, which has been the subject of several
sexual harrassment lawsuits by female members, got caught with their pants down as the
World Trade Center blew up, just before their ill-fated Davidian raid. It has been
rumored that they are going to be phased out as obsolete. Who needs a fully-equipped
paramilitary government agency to oversee alcohol (Kentucky moonshiners?
Bootleggers?), tobacco (Indians who grow their own? Cigarette smugglers?), and
firearms (gun control?)? They've already failed in all three areas, which should not be
under the domain of the federal government anyway!!

No matter what the feds told the media, they had many other reasons for the raid,
some of which we will never know. (Koresh had said he wanted to surrender so that he
could tell the truth about the raid). Some factors behind the raid include:

1. Morale and reputation booster--trying to justify the ATF and FBI's existence.

2. Psychological operations/testing public limits--using semantics and labels to

demonize and dehumanize targetted group to gain public acceptance. Once
accepted by the public, they see how far they can go and can do the same to other

targetted groups.

3. Testing deployment of troops, weapons and tactics--there is nothing like practical
application to improve and refine methods of assault.

4. Gaining a precedent--demonstration that feds will go to any lengths to attack
perceived enemies, confiscate weapons, contraband, etc. Using this experience to
push demands for gun control, tougher laws and inflated budgets for ATF and

FBL

Make no mistake about it. The feds will use all weapons at their disposal (weapons
and media control) to destroy whatever or whoever they want. If anyone thinks this is
an isolated incident, just remember that they did the same to the MOVE commune in
Philadelphia. The only difference is that the pigs had no problem killing little black
children immediately, instead of waiting 51 days!!

GOVERNMENT CONTROL, NOT GUN CONTROL!!
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COPY AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

FIRST CLASS-$2.00/COPY, §15 FOR 10 ISSUES

BULK RATE-$1.00/COPY, $10 FOR 10 ISSUES
*PLEASE SPECIFY METHOD OF DELIVERY WHEN
ORDERING COPIES OR SUBSCRIPTIONS.

(FIRST CLASS IS MUCH FASTER)

THE SHADOW IS 50 CENTS LOCALLY, $1.00 OUTSIDE
NEW YORK CITY, AND $2.00 FOR PIGS.

A COMPLETE LIST OF SHADOW BACK ISSUES CAN BE
HAD FOR A SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE OR
A STAMP OR TWO. THE SHADOW AND ALL
PUBLICATIONS BY SHADOW PRESS ARE AVAILABLE IN
BULK FOR WHOLESALERS AND RETAILERS. PLEASE
INQUIRE FOR PRICES AND TERMS.

PRISONER SUBSCRIPTIONS: THE SHADOW IS FREE FOR
ALL PRISONERS, (INCLUDING THOSE IN THE
MILITARY). IF YOU ARE IMPRISONED, YOU CAN
RECEIVE THE SHADOW FREE UPON REQUEST. WE
ONLY REQUIRE THAT YOU GIVE US YOUR RELEASE
DATE AND CONTACT US EVERY 3 MONTHS AT THE
LATEST SO THAT WE KNOW YOU ARE GETTING YOUR
SHADOWS. IF YOU DO NOT KEEP IN TOUCH, WE MAY
REMOVE YOUR NAME FROM OUR MAILING LIST.
ALSO, PLEASE ADVISE US IF YOU ARE TRANSFERRED
SO WE CAN SEND YOUR SHADOWS--THE PRISON PIGS
DEFINITELY WONT FORWARD THEM TO YOU!! IF YOU
GET RELEASED, PLEASE DONT ASK US TO CONTINUE
YOUR FREE SUB UNLESS YOU SEND US SOME MONEY.

EVERYTHING IN THE SHADOW MAY BE FREELY
COPIED AND USED FOR ANY INFORMATIVE PURPOSE.
WE ONLY REQUEST CREDIT FOR ANYTHING
REPRINTED FROM THE SHADOW. WE WILL GLADLY
TRADE ISSUES AND SUBS WITH OTHER POLITICAL +
SUBVERSIVE PUBLICATIONS. PLEASE TURN US ON!!

SHADOW ADVERTISING RATES:
SUBYERTISEMENTS--20 CENTS PER WORD,
NO MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM

BUSINESS CARD SIZE--$15.00

LARGER ADS--(YOUR ARTWORK + LAYOUT OR OURS):
18 PAGE (2¥"x7%" or 5"x3.75"}—mmeeer $30.00

1/4 PAGE (2+4"x15" or §"x7.%" or 10"x3.75*)-$50.00

112 PAGE (5*x15" or 10°xT%" Jeeseeeeaea-5100.00

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR LONG TERM ADS--
PLEASE INQUIRE FOR MORE DETAILS

FREE AD SPACE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR
CERTAIN NON-PROFIT GROUPS AS SPACE ALLOWS,
DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CERTAIN PROFIT-
MAKING GROUPS.

WE PREFER CASH, BUT CAN ACCEPT CHECKS OR
MONEY ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO "SHADOW PRESS."
ANY AND ALL DONATIONS ARE NEEDED AND WILL BE
MUCH APPRECIATED!

PLEASE SEND ADS AND ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
SHADOW PRESS, P.O.BOX 20298, NEW YORK, NY 10009.
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By Chris Flash

In yet another attack against the homeless by the Dinkins Administration,
about 20 residents of the 9th Street lot were awakened on February 16 at daybreak by
scores of riot pigs who informed them that they had "12 minutes" to gather their
belongings and leave.

Since most had been living in the lot for months, many were unable to comply
with the pigs’ demands in such short time. They were then physically removed as their
makeshift shelters and possessions were quickly destroyed by a waiting bulldozer. Pigs
arrested an old man and a resident named Julius, who is well known for the many dogs
he keeps. He was committed to the psychiatric ward of Belleview Hospital after his
dogs were shot with tranquilizer guns and taken away. Apparently, one of the dogs was
so frightened by the raiding pigs that he bit one.

The lot, located on the block between 8th and 9th Streets and Avenues B and
C, has been used by homeless persons for many years, going through a series of
occasional sweeps, with the homeless always returning afterward out of necessity. They
were most recently evicted when homeless residents of "Dinkinsville," on a lot a block
away were also evicted, on October 15, 1992. (See SHADOW #20)

Almost immediately after the latest raid, the mayor’s office jumped into
damage control. Mayor Dinkins’ lackey Michael Kharfen (head of the misnamed
"Community Assistance Unit") told the media that the lot was being prepared for 56
units of low-income housing and a new police station. In fact, the SHADOW has
obtained a copy of the plans for the site, which reveal only a small police station with a
huge parking lot surrounding it. The building will be occupied by Housing Police, and it
is suspected that its presence may facilitate future evictions of people squatting nearby
city-owned buildings. (No one from the press bothered to ask why they were breaking
ground in the middle of a sleet storm with snow on the ground!!)

Kharfen further bullshitted the press, telling them that the lot residents were
given a day’s notice and that "outreach personnel" had visited the lot over the past
"several months" to prepare the homeless for their removal. In fact, after the eviction,
the only offer made to the homeless was the usual free ride to one of the city’s
dangerous shelters, which was quickly turned down, for obvious reasons.

DEMONSTRATORS HIT BACK

Four days later, on the night of February 20, more than 50 people gathered in
the lot to protest the pig raid. In spite of the very cold weather and the efforts of two
pigs who tried but failed to chase them away, they soon began a metal jam as a bonfire
raged nearby. After a while, the pigs returned with the fire department, which put the
fire out. The fire was quickly relit, using police line barriers as fuel while kops stood by
watching the demonstrators dancing, jumping through the flames and banging metal. As
the night wore on, more riot pigs arrived and stood by waiting for orders as undercover
pigs mingled with demonstrators.

Fire trucks returned (o douse the fire again, but this only resulted mh".everal
fires being built to replace it. People then took to the hills of dirt created after the
eviction, slamming metal and dancing around fires on each hill. The pigs claimed that
the fires would spread to adjacent buildings and threatened to make arrests, but no one
stopped.

At around midnight, the pigs made their move. Dozens of pigs appeared from
behind buildings on 9th Street where they had been hiding. They tried to run up the
hills to grab people, but some pigs slipped and rolled to the ground. In the end, 8
people were arrested, including a woman who pigs roughed up. All were put through
the system for 24 hours. Later that night, people returned to rekindle a fire.

Four days later, the bulldozer used to plow over the homeless squatter shacks
was vandalized, blown up and had to be hauled away on a flatbed truck. A week after
that, fence posts which were put up around the site disappeared, apparently hacked off
with a hacksaw. Surveyor’s markings were also altered, forcing HPD to have the lot re-
surveyed.

As of this writing, no additional work has been done at the lot other than a
fence built around it, and there is no word on where the homeless have gone.

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
NEWSPAPER--SUBSCRIBE TO THE
SHADOW!! TELL OUR ADVERTISERS
WHERE YOU SAW THEIR AD!!

Just when the pigs thought the
neighborhood was safe for gentrifica-
tion, on New Year's Eve the spirit of
Tompkins Square once again erupted
with a metal jam and curfew protest.

Beginning inside the park at
about 11:00PM with a small group of
people drumming on various items, the
metal jam grew to about 100 people at
the St. Marx entrance of the park, slam-
ming metal, sheets of corrugated steel,
bottles, cans and other objects. Activ-
ists, musicians, New Year’s celebrators,
and even yuppies joined together to
make a unique tribal beat. Soon, a bon
fire was lit, fed mostly by x-mas trees
left on sidewalks.

By the time the midnight curfew
arrived, there were too many people for
the small detail of cops to handle, so
the jam went on. Cops were caught with
their pants down since the jam was ad-
vertised by word of mouth instead of
posters that cops could see. Also, most
cops In the city were assigned to Times
Square for the night.

The metal Jam went on until
about 1:00AM, until riot pig reinforce-
ments arrived. They managed to arrest
only 12 people, most of whom were ac-
tivists always selectively arrested at
demos, charging most with "disorderly
conduct." Everyone else just blended
Into the crowd, leaving the cops looking
as fascistic and inept as always.

JOHN F'ENI..E-é

JOHN PENLEY

media, politics and education.
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Help educate your family and friends.
An informed citizen is an empowered citizen.
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(Add $2.00 Shipping and Handling)
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REAL ESTATE GIVEBWM

By A. Kronstadt

The right-wing clique which now
dominates Community Board 3 is currently
scheming to sell over one hundred thousand
square feet of open space in the Lower
East Side to private developers for "market-
rate" (a.k.a. luxury) housing. The Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment (HPD, better known as the Depart-
ment of Housing Prevention and Destruc-
tion), has asked CB3 to okay their plan to
sell 22 lots earmarked for market-rate
construction under the "Cross-Subsidy Plan."

As SHADOW readers may remem-
ber, the "Double-Cross Subsidy Plan" (or
"50/50 Plan") was a compromise foisted on
this under-housed community during the
1980's. The "plan" was supposed to involve
the rehabilitation of 1000 units of low-
income housing which would be financed
through the sale of city-owned land to
private developers. These developers would
then be able to build 1000 units of luxury
housing on that property. The deal was
finalized in 1987, just in time for the great
stock market crash, and subsequent real es-
tate slump, which severely dislocated the
New York City real estate market. Conse-
quently, only one lot was sold and little was
heard about the plan until this year. The
city now claims that 780 units of low-income
housing have been built and it is now time
for the Lower East Side to pay the piper.

The 22 lots which HPD wants to
sell are all over 5,000 square feet in area.
The city describes them as "vacant" lots,
while in fact many of them contain com-
munity gardens, art projects, and shacks
occupied by squatters. Though it is called
the 50/50 Plan because the number of units
of market-rate housing are supposed to
equal the number of units of low-income
housing, the land area being requisitioned
for the 1000 units of market-rate housing is
far greater than that on which the low-
income housing resides. The people who
will be buying or renting this property, no
doubt, require much more closet space than
the poor who occupy the low-income apart-
ments.

CB3 did not vote HPD a blank
check to sell the 22 parcels of land. The
original request by HPD that the communi-
ty board vote to approve all 22 lots as
housing sites went through a series of
rewritings and amendments in both the
Housing Committee and the full board and
ended with much more nebulous language.
The board agreed to approve the lots as
"potential” housing sites, and to "support
the community gardens until all other sites
have been used." Most members of CB3
interpret "community gardens" as meaning
only those five sites which have Operation
Green Thumb leases, even though there are
no less than fifteen gardens on the 22 lots.
Community Board 3 does not have any real
power to veto the sale of the land, having
only an advisory role. HPD wants approval
from the community board mostly to create
the impression that the "community” sup-
ports the "Double-Cross Subsidy Plan."

However, the gentrifier faction on
CB3, consisting, among others, of Luis
Soler, Steven Vincent, Susan Vaughn, and
local landlord Krystyna Piorkowska, appears
to be committed to the sale of the lots
immediately, if not sooner. These four
individuals are members of CB3’s Housing
Committee and also comprise the Negotia-
ting Team, whose job it is to negotiate with
HPD over the details of the sale of the
properties. With the exception of Piorkow-
ska, who was appointed to CB3 by City
Council President and mayoral hopeful
Andrew Stein (nee Finkelstein), they are all
appointees of Antonio Pagan, the right-wing

City Councilcreature elected in 1991 after
winning the Democratic Primary by a mar-
gin of less than 100 votes (and that only
after the district was rewritten and gerry- |
mandered to include part of the Gramercy
Park silk-stocking district). Pagan's cam-
paign was supported by local landlords like
Piorkowska (owner of 114-116 East 7th
Street, who is also a member of the anti-
rent regulation lobby, Small Property
Owners of New York), and by the New
York Post, then owned by mega-landlord-
scum Peter Kalikow, whose family members
owned properties surrounding Tompkins
Square Park. The Pagan-droids on CB3 will
have ample opportunity to develop intimate
relations with some of New York’s biggest
real-estate wheeler-dealers during the dis-
position of this property. As "represen-
tatives of the community" they will no doubt
be treated with kid gloves and given the
opportunity to wet their beaks in the lucra-
tive deals that will take shape.

While the real-estate market is
currently in even worse shape than it was in
1987, this land sell-off may give speculators
a chance to get their shit together for the
next building boom. HPD has announced
that it is getting out of the housing business
(of course, this raises the question of what
they are good for) and may be willing to
dispose of this land at bargain-basement
rates. Some of the property, including two
huge parking lots on Avenue A, as well as
the current site of the 6th & B Garden, are
zoned for large buildings. Builders may buy
up property at recession prices and assem-
ble sites for monstrous 21st century devel-
opments which will change the character of
the Lower East Side beyond recognition,
Paving the way for this, the Mayor's Com-
mittee for the Year 2000, a blue-ribbon
panel of city planning bureaucrats and real
estate moguls, published a report in 1987
which called on developers to "fill the
valley" between midtown and Wall Street
with tall buildings by the beginning of the
21st century.

It remains to be seen how the
people of the Lower East Side will respond
to this proposed sell-off of all their open
space. The protection offered by CB3’s
pledge to "support the community gardens"
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is minimal, but seems to have diffused
much of the opposition from the community
gardeners and from groups like the Green
Guerrillas. Only a fraction of La Plaza Cul-
tural, a heavily-used community park at
East 9th Street and Avenue C is protected
by the gardens pledge; the entire play-
ground area is fair game for developers.
Supporters of La Plaza have pulled to-
gether in the past to stop development on
that site, and it is in the interests of the
pro-real estate faction on CB3 to compro-
mise with the "reasonable” gardeners and
La Plaza supporters--graciously allowing
them to keep part of their little patch of
green in exchange for letting developers
build the Tower of Babel next door without
interference. It may be left to the diehard
opponents of development in the Lower
East Side--those of us who refuse to define
"progress” as an increase in the size of the
buildings around us--to stand up to the real
estate moguls and defend our urban envi-
ronment.

Only a handful of people have
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stood up so far. Squatter Mike Shenker was
busted at the February CB3 meeting for
tossing Pagan-droid CB3 chairman Soler’s
gavel to the floor and writing "Bullshit" on
the blackboard. At that same meeting,
activist Eric Rassi spoke at the public
session, pointing out that the presence of
"market-rate” housing in a neighborhood
drives the rents up all around, displacing
the poor and increasing the rate of home-
lessness. On the evening of February 20,
members of the Lower East Side’s counter-
culture built fires and banged metal on the
vast lot on 9th Street and Avenue C which
is slated as the future site of a Housing
Police station which will separate the
Avenue D projects from the rest of the
neighborhood and thus drive up the value
of any "market-rate" housing built in the
area. While this type of resistance is
encouraging, it will take massive community
opposition to block the sell-off of the neigh-
borhood’s open space by a morally bank-
rupt "housing" bureaucracy which creates
more homelessness than housing.
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THE REAL MURDERERS OF MALCOM X
Exclusive SHADOW Report

By William M. Kunstler
(Copyright 1993, All Rights Reserved)
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The Movie
The cast credits to Spike Lee’s "Malcolm X" list Ben Thomas, William X,
Wilbur Kinley, Leon Davis, and Thomas Hagen as the men who, on February 21, 1965,
shot Malcolm X to death on the stage of Manhattan’s Audubon Ballroom. Significantly,
they fail to include the names of Norman 3X Butler (Muhammad Abdul Aziz) and
Thomas 15X Johnson (Khalil Islam), who, along with Hagan, were convicted in 1966 of
the crime.

The Assassination

Shortly before 2:00 o’clock on the day of his death, Malcolm X, then known as
Alhaji Malik Shabazz, parked his 1963 Oldsmobile at a meter at 146th Street and
Brpadway in Manhattan and waited for a northbound bus. When a car, driven by Fred
Williams, a recent convert to Malcolm’s Organization of Afro-American Unity (OAAU)
who was to be initiated that very Sunday, stopped and he was offered a ride to the
Audubon Ballroom, the site of the organization’s weekly meetings, he readily accepted.
Williams let him off in front of the Audubon’s main entrance on 166th Street between
Broadway and St. Nicholas Avenue, and Malcolm proceeded to the dressing room
behind the stage of the main ballroom.

Because he had just been evicted by the Nation of Islam (NOI) from the
house it had provided for him in East Elmhurst, Queens, and which had been
firebombed a week earlier, Malcolm had stayed at the New York Hilton on Saturday
night, checking out at noon Sunday. The preceding Thursday, he had announced to an
interviewer that "I live like a man who's already dead. I'm a marked man. It doesn't
frighten me for myself as long as I felt they would not hurt my family." An application
by him for a gun permit, he said, was still pending at the 28th Precinct.

At about 2:30 p.m., Benjamin X Goodman, now Benjamin Karim, began to
warm up the four hundred or so people who filled the neat rows of camp chairs in front
of the stage. As he spoke, his eyes flicked over the audience, looking for fellow
members of Mosque Number 7’s Fruit of Istam (FOI), its strong-arm force, as it was
considered that they posed the greatest threat to Malcolm'’s life. Since the latter had
decreed that no one was to be searched for weapons at the door, it was thought that
any FOI members spotted by Goodman could then be kept under the watchful eyes of
OAAU'’s security people. When Brother Benjamin finished speaking, he had seen no
one in the ballroom whom he could identify as FOL

He then introduced Malcolm, who strode vigorously from the wings to the
plywood lectern at the front center of the stage. Just as he greeted his audience with

the traditional "Salaam Aleikum, brothers and sisters," a man in the rear rose from his
seat and shouted, "What are you doing with your hand in my pocket!" to someone
sitting beside him. Malcolm’s two bodyguards, who were in front of the stage, moved at
once toward the area of the disturbance while he pleaded with the audience to "Hold it,
take it easy."

With everyone’s attention diverted away from the stage, a man seated in the
first row stood up and emptied both barrels of a sawed-off shotgun at Malcolm from a
distance of some fifteen feet. The blasts of the weapon struck him full in the chest. As
he raised his arms to that portion of his body, he fell prostrate upon his back, behind
the lectern, which was now riddled with pellet holes. As the noise of the weapon'’s
discharge reverberated around the room, Betty Shabazz, Malcolm’s-pregnant wife,
screamed, as she threw her four children to the floor, "They’re killing my husband!"

Just as the man with the shotgun began firing, a crude smoke bomb went off
in the back of the room. While Ronald B. Wallace, an OAUU member, tried to
extinguish it, two other men, who had also been seated in the front rows, raced toward
the stage and began to fire their handguns, a .45 calibar automatic and a German
Luger, at their victim’s prone body. After getting off some ten shots, they dashed toward
the rear exit of the room, followed by enraged membes of the audience, one of whom,
Reuben Francis, shot the fleeing twenty-two-year old Thomas Hagan, also known as
Talmadge Hayer, in the thigh.

Hagan, limping badly because of his wound, managed to get to the stairway
leading to the street and then onto the pavement before his pursuers caught up with
him. As they started to beat him, breaking his left leg and bloodying his face, a 34th
Precinct marked radio car, driven by Sgt. Alvin Aronoff, drove up. Aronoff and his
partner, Louis Angelo, rescued Hagan fron the infuriated mob. "When we got there,"
Aronoff later said to a reporter, "the crowds were pushing out and screaming,
‘Malcolm’s been shot!” and ‘get 'im, get 'im, don't let 'im go!™

As the police vehicle pulled away, Ronald Timberlake, another OAAU
member, picked up the .45 on the stairway. He later turned it over, after it had been
disassembled, to John C. Sullivan, an FBI agent. During the trip to Jewish Memorial
Hospital, Aronoff removed a magazine containing four .45 cartridges from his prisoner’s
pocket. After Hayer’s wound had been treated, he was removed to Bellvue Hospital’s
prison ward.

Ballistic experts later determined that the bullets in that magazine had once
been placed in and extracted from the .45 automatic. In addition, shells removed from
Malcolm’s body were indisputably shown to have been fired from this weapon. Hagan’s
fingerprints were found on a strip of film which formed part of the contents of the
home-made gasoline-soaked smoke bomb which had been extinguished by Ronald
Wallace.

The sawed-off shotgun, which, wrapped in a man’s green jakcet, had been
found behind the stage, bore no identifiable fingerprints, and contained two spent 12-
gauge shells in its barrels. Metal pellets later removed from Malcolm’s body were found
to be of the identical type once contained in the spent shells. Various other metal
fragments were also recovered, indicating that Malcolm had also been shot with a
German Luger, a weapon that was never recovered.

As Malcolm lay dying on the Audubon stage, Gene Roberts, an undercover
police officer serving as one of his bodyguards and known to OAAU members as
"Brother Jean," gave him mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. It was soon obvious that no
person could possibly have survived the blasts from the shutgun, the .45, and the Luger,
and Roberts soon stopped his ministrations. Within minutes, Malcolm was placed on a
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LESSONS OF PAN AM 103 + THE

WORLD TRADE CENTER DISASTER
By Paul DeRienzo

The tragic bombing of the World Trade Center illustrates the power of the
media in shaping perceptions of Americans in a way detrimental to the human and civil
rights of minority and immigrant populations outside the political and social
mainstream. One doesn’t have to look very far to see the blame for similar acts placed
not on those responsible but on those the media have decided are the villains of the
month.

One of the most infamous examples of political blame placing occurred on the
night of December 21, 1988, when Pan Am flight 103 was downed by an explosive
device that claimed 270 lives. Evidence presented in Time Magazine pointed to rogue
intelligence assets linked to Lt. Col. Oliver North and heroin traffickers associated with
the Syrian government.

The investigators looking into the Pan Am bombing ignored evidence that a
suitcase allowed to pass through German customs at the Frankfurt airport by an
agreement with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration as part of a narcotics
investigation may have contained the bomb. According to Time, which based its report
largely on an investigation by self-styled former Israeli Mossad agent and security expert
Juval Aviv, the DEA was allowing the importation of Lebanese heroin as part of a sting
operation designed to arrest traffickers operating in the United States. The heroin was
reportedly supplied by a principal in the Iran Contra affair, Monzer al-Kassar, a Syrian
with connections to that country’s intelligence operations, the DEA and Iran Contra
actors Richard Secord and Oliver North.

Instead of pursuing the investigation into Syrian ties to the bombing, Scotland
Yard and U.S. authorities cast the blame on Libyan nationals based on circumstantial
evidence, tracing the shredded remains of clothing in a suitcase believed by the forensic
experts to have carried the bomb to a clothing store in Malta allegedly frequented by
one of the Libyan suspects.

The motive of the United States in shifting blame from Syria to Libya has
remained unclear. Speculation includes the possibility that the United States has been
working hard to wean Syria from its long standing alliance with the former Soviet Union
and was unwilling 1o cast the shadow of negative publicity on the country by publicly
linking it to the bombing of Pan Am 103. Libya, on the other hand, has remained a
political thorn in the side of U.S. foreign policy since Moammar al-Qaddafi, the Libyan
leader, survived a 1986 bombing attack by U.S. jets that killed his adopted daughter.
The thinking is that while Libya might have the motive, it really didn’t have the
capability of piercing stiff airport security at Frankfurt Airport to launch the
sophisticated attack without assistance.

The conflicting evidence in the case is compounded by the possible agenda of
Juval Aviv, who may himself be representing interests in Israel aligned against U.S.
overtures lo Syria. The message sent by the complexities inherent in any investigation
into a terrorist attack is that one must remain skeptical of any allegations. The Pan Am
103 bombing was investigated for more than two years before a perpetrator was named
and even then numerous unanswered questions remained. The bombing of the World
Trade Center is no different. The pressure on investigalors to name a culprit in the
attack is tremendous and the temptation to place the blame on an easily identified
enemy such as so-called "muslim fundamentalists" should be obvious.

In the case of the World Trade Center bombing, the media has played a
central role in casting the web of conspiracy on the basis of sparse facts. The dust had
barely settled when unsupported speculation was being reported as fact, naming Serbs,
Croatians, Bosnian muslims, and finally Muslim emigres as the perpetrators of the
World Trade Center bombing. Before the FBI had even reached the bottom of the
crater caused by the blast, the media was churning oul scenarios including multiple cars
and trucks, plastic explosives, then fertilizer bombs. Eventually the media postulated
that the stench emanating from the blast area was the decomposing corpse of a bomber
killed in his own explosion.

When the FBI announced the arrest of Mohammed Salameh as the person
who rented the van allegedly used in the blast, the establishment media went on a
feeding frenzy with smears aimed at Muslims, creating huge conspiracies out of thin air.
It seemed the more that FBI spokesperson James Fox used the \\Jrords "no comment,”
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the more stories appeared on Muslim fundamentalism’s alleged threat to world order.

The discovery of what the media claims are forged Nicaraguan passports in the
apartment of Ibrahim Elgabrowny, an activist who worked closely with attorneys for El
Sayyid Nosair, the man acquitted in the assassination of radical right wing Jewish leader
Meir Kahane, has now brought charges in the press that the Sandinistas had some role
in the blast. All these charges remain totally unsupported speculation reported as news
in major media outlets.

The mere fact that a suspect worshipped at the same mosque as cleric Sheik
Omar Abdel Rahman, the blind, 54 year old Egyptian suddenly became the center of a
"conspiracy" manufactured in the editorial rooms of major newspapers and television
news departments. Sheik Rahman had been tried in Egypt and acquitted in connection
with the 1981 assassination of Egyptian president Anwar Sadat. Last year, the Sheik was
granted a green card by the INS (Immigration and Naturalization Service). The Sheik’s
residency was revoked after 7 months and he now faces deportation. Sheik Rahman has
denounced the bombing and plans to fight the deportation. He has not been charged
with any crimes, but the Egyptian government has said it wants to retry him for the
Sadat assassination.

Totally unreported in the U.S. press are stories published in the British weekly,
the Manchester Guardian, that Josi Hadas, the landlady for the rooming house where
Salameh lived, is an Israeli citizen and a possible agent of the Israeli intelligence agency
Mossad. In recent weeks, the lack of evidence and the demeanor of the five suspects so
far arrested has prompted the Associated Press and the New York Times to begin
questioning the FBI's case. Even if this part of the story doesn’t pan out, reports in the
Village Voice by Robert Friedman have pointed to links between Sheik Rahman with
Afghan drug lord Hekmatyar who was set up and supported by the CIA.

During the Persian Gulf War, president Bush signed numerous executive "
orders which, unknown to most Americans, used the cover of potential terrorism to
increase surveillance on citizens and make it easier for the government to deport non-
citizens accused of supporting so-called terrorism. Recent legislation has proposed that
military bases closed by cutbacks be used as auxiliary prisons. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) has been assigned the key role of coordinating the
national response 10 a major domestic crisis. Most alarmingly, FEMA has been charged
with the task of rounding up "aliens" and political dissidents in the event of a national
war emergency.

FEMA's secretive 1984 "readiness exercise", REX-84 ALPHA, exposed during
the Iran-Contra investigation, was a practice run for detaining 40,000 Central American
refugees in ten designated military bases throughout the nation in the event of a U.S.
invasion of Nicaragua. An Executive Order signed by Bush grants FEMA a central role
in coordinating federal response to the "national security emergency" declared in
response to the war in the Persian Guif.

The possibility exists that the World Trade Center bombing may be a vehicle
to allow the national security state erected over the past quarter century to further
restrict democratic freedoms that allow the expression of dissent towards the militaristic
foreign policy that has characterized the United States in world affairs.

T

it e —
THE CIiTY :mcﬂ:n THE Honnfﬁs PEOPLE FROM
THE aw ST. LOT TO MAKE WAY FOR A
NEW POLICE s'r.\non

— A . . b .2

: THEY ARE DRWING
1S HERE TD PROTELT REAL ESTATE ALL THE HOMELESS PEOPLE TO
DEVELOPERS INVESTMENTS. .. -"IME SHELTERS,

SOUATTING
IS THE FINAL
BATTLE AGAINST
CENTRIFICATION























































	SHA025.1
	SHA025.2
	SHA025.3
	SHA025.4
	SHA025.5
	SHA025.6
	SHA025.7
	SHA025.8
	SHA025.9
	SHA025.10
	SHA025.11
	SHA025.12
	SHA025.13
	SHA025.14
	SHA025.15
	SHA025.16
	SHA025.17
	SHA025.18
	SHA025.19
	SHA025.20
	SHA025.21
	SHA025.22
	SHA025.23
	SHA025.24

