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TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK: 

WHAT IS THE REAL ISSUE? 
The political establishment in New York City is mobilizing every available resource to 

suppress those who dissent from its policies on Tompkins Square Park. A press campaign 
to turn Lower East residents who oppose the curfew into Willie Horton is complemented 
by an unprecedented policy of police repression in which activists are being selectively 
jailed for up to 40 hours on charges which the cops know will never stand up in court. 
Former Ninth Precinct Executive Officer Dick Hanley did his best to turn peaceful anti­
curfew gatherings into riots by personally choking and beating protestors. Since 1988, the 
dissidents of the Lower East Side have torn one hole after another in the fabric of the Real 
Estate Dealer's Government in New York. The battle of Tompkins Square Park continues, 
and the issue is now no longer the curfew or real estate values or the right of homeless 
people to live in public spaces. 

In 1992, the battle of Tompkins Square Park is about the sovereignty of government 
itself. The new right-wing political clique which controls the City Council is determined to 
subdue rebellious neighborhoods and wipe out community control. They won the 
incinerator in Harlem against the massive opposition. of the residents uptown. Downtown, 
they must prove that they can curfew Tompkins Square Park. If Andrew Stein, Peter 
Vallone, Steven Sanders, and Antonio pagan cannot bring the Lower East Side to its knees, 
they will lose the confidence of the real-estate plutocrats whom they work for. They will 
spare no expense or brutality in this battle. · 

Novel methods must be used to fight back ag!linst such enemies. This phase of the 
battle of Tompkins Square Park is being fought over the minds of the people on the Lower 
East Side. No longer do the mayor and other politicians even try to pretend that people 
have a say in what goes on their own community. Everything has been decided for them in 
advance of "public hearings" or protests. The brazen closing and destruction of the park, 
and subsequent multi-million dollar "renovation" shoved down our throats in spite of a 
declared "economic crisis" and massive protests by people in the streets and representatives 
of the local community board proved this well enough. 

People must now decide whether or not they will allow the city and its gentrification 
interests to draw yet another line in our neighborhood. The SHADOW encourages 
everyone to act accordingly with as many varied strategies as possible. 

BEWARE OF YET ANOTHER PIG 
CROWD CONTROL TECHNIQUE!! 
During the first weeks of curfew protests 
following the re-opening of Tompkins 
Square Park on August 25, protestors 
and bystanders were subjected to a new 
pig maneuver designed to divide the 
oumbers of people Into eight very small 
groups. The antidote to this and other 
pig control formations Is 
unpredictability!! When curfew 
protestors are pushed out of the park 
and then off the park sidewalk, they can 
arrange to re-group on a specific corner 
or place from where they can maintain 
thel~ numbers and plan their next move. 
Do not put yourself In a position to be 
corralled by the pig$!! 
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KOPS (Black dots) PUSH PEOPLE 
(White dots) OUT OF THE PARK (Uppe1 
left), CAUSING THEM TO SPILL ONTO 
SIDEWALK AND STREETS. 
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KOPS WITH REINFORCEMENTS 
QUICKLY SURROUND PEOPLE ON 
PARK SIDEWALK AND BLOCK OFF 
SURROUNDING CORNERS IN 
INTERSECTION AFTER PUSHING 
PEOPLE ONTO SIDEWALKS. 
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KOPS THEN PUSH REMAINING 
PEOPLE DOWN SIDEWALKS IN 
OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS (Usually half 

the length of the blocks), BLOCKING 
OFF STREET AND SIDEWALK FROM 
PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC. 
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TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK RE-OPENS: 

MIDNIGHT CURFEW PROTESTS!! 
By A. Kronstadt + Chris Flash 

As word·of the pending re-opening of Tompkins Square Park spread during the last 
week of August, just over four years after the infamous Tompkins Square Pig Riot of 
August 6-7, 1988 that began as the result of protests over the park's curfew, concerned 
residents met in the basement of St. Brigid's church on August 20 to discuss what to do 
about the latest curfew that was expected once the park was open again. 

Suggesti,ons ranged from calling mayor Dinkins' "hotline" (212-788-7588) and 
demanding no curfew, to making the city pay us $50 each per hour to keep us out of the 
park instead of paying cops to keep us out. The results of an informal street poll were read 
aloud--of 1,011 responses, 225 people said they wanted a curfew, while 637 people reject a 
curfew in the park. Meanwhile, the exact opening date was being kept secret by the Parks 
Department and mayor's office. 

Five days later, at 9:00 AM, the park was open. An unpublicized opening ceremony was 
set up, featuring politicians seeking credit for their destruction of the park. Throughout the 
park were teenagers raking the grass and sweeping walkways. One of them told the 
SHADOW that they had been sentenced to do "community service" in Tompkins Square 
Park to avoid getting jail sentences by different judges. 

An ugly portable stage on a trailer was set up 'where the original bandshell once stood, 
with a band and speakers blasting loud music. (The night before, a man playing his trumpet 
on the street was threatened by cops with arrest.) In front of the staie, many youngsters 
were led to waiting chairs where two clowns with a duck came up to entertain them. One of 
the children told the SHADOW that they had been brought in from "Camp Carmine," a day 
camp operating out of the Carmine Street Recreation Center on the other side of 
Manhattan run by the Parks Department!! He said that they had not been told where they 
were going until the last minute and that their parents did not know where they were. 

By 9:45, city councilman Antonio Pagan arrived at the park. Scores of cops stood by as 
Pagan was yelled at by demonstrators and angry residents, causing him to leave the area. 
Cops tried to move demonstrators away from the area of the opening ceremony, but were 
prevented when activist lawyers Bill Kunstler and Ron Kuby informed Chief Hoehl of their 
rights. 

Dinkins soon arrived with the other architects of the destruction of the original park 
and bandshell: Parks Commissioner ~etsy Gotbaum, Pagan, and Assemblyman Steven 
Sanders, all of whom planned to speak to the carefully-seJected audience of Pagan 
supporters and children. He was shouted down from the moment he took the stage as he 
told the youngsters: "Children, this isn't the way to behave." Dinkins then tried to get 
Pagan's people to drown out the protestors, but they failed, even tho.ugh he implored them 
to yell louder. After some photo opportunities in which Dinkins touched childrens' heads 
and pointed at the demonstrators, Dinkins retreated behind the stage, where he held a 
private press conference as cops in plainclothes and uniform stood guard. 

The hired band played muzak-type music, but no one was listening. Later, the kids were 
"treated" to a puppet show, the clowns twisting balloons, and free hot dogs and soda from a 
nearby wagon paid for by the city. 

DINKINS TELLS KIDS TO IGNORE DEMONSTRATORS 

Later that night, a large Speak-Out took place on the hill in the cente'r of the park. A 

few die-hard activists sat down on the grass and began discussing the curfew. More people 
joined them, and a meeting of about 150 people was soon in progress. Already they were 
violating the park regulation prohibiting more than 20 people from gathering in a city park 
without a permit. There were lots of different opinions in the group. While everyone who 
spoke was against the curfew, some expressed COllfern about homeless people living in the 
park once again. Others supported the right of anyone to sleep in the park, and pointed out 
that the uncomfortable situation which developed in Tompkins Square Park over time was 
the fault of the government, which curfewed all other parks in· New York City, ran 
homeless people out of public spaces, failed to clean Tompkins Square Park, closed the 
bathropms at night, and removed the trash barrels. The meeting was conducted in a 
tolerant and civilized fashion, with each speaker choosing the next person to speak. There 
were debates over civil disobedience vs. working within the system vs. direct action. It was 
clear that there would be a multi-pronged strategy for fighting the curfew in which different 
people would persue their own tactics. When the meeting finally broke up, most people 
remained in the middle of the park and a jam session broke out with several musicians 
providing entertainment. 

Continued On Next Page. .. 
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By 10:30, the park was again the center of a media circus, with cameras and lights set 
up by television cr!,!ws waiting for the big moment. The signs announcing the midnight 
curfew had appeared on the fence earlier in the evening. The city administration apparently 
wanted to keep people guessing until the last few hours to diffuse the outrage. They did not 
make a statement to the press about the curfew until the 6:00 news that night. 

Packs of undercover cops, in the park since the early afternoon, were paired off and 
roaming through the park. Incredibly, Gotbaum had the nerve to show up--she was 
promptly chased away to the pigs' headquarters vehicle at the corner of 10th Street + 
Avenue A. Members of the National Lawyers Guild acted as legal observers, giving out 
legal advice cards. They were later_evicted by Captain Hanley, who threatened them with 
arrest. 

As the midnight curfew neared, about 200 people were gathered near the center of the 
park, singing along with musicians as a few people discreetly chained themselves to trees 
and park benches. Meanwhile, hundreds of riot cops massed along 9th and 10th, Streets 
with various vehicles and equipment. Parks workers broadcast a warning to leave the park 
as clusters of cops made their way toward the center. People made hasty plans to resist the 
curfew, but most were not prepared to risk arrest that night. It was a Tuesday night and 
many had to go to work the next morning. The cops brought in the kleig lights at 12:00, 
shining them on the crowd. Chants of "No Curfew, No Police State" went up. On the 
walkway next to the grass was a collection of the biggest governmental scumbags in New 
York City - high police officials, right-wing members of Community Board 3, Parks 
Department bureaucrats. They smirked and smiled at each other, knowing that they had 
men with guns behind them and we didn't. Finally, the cops moved in under Captains 
Hanley and Frey. They cut through tile center of the crowd and swept people in two 
different directions. Some of us linked arms and were arrested. Five cops grabbed Arthur, a 
long-time Lower East Side resident known for his committment to non-violence, twisting his 
arms violently. The cops still didn't know that three activists had chained themselves in the 
trees in the center of the park. The cops were seen later, absurdly surveying the trees with 
their flashlights looking for arboreal dissidents. 

After sweeping people out the Avenue A exit to the park, the cops massed again and 
--pt everyone off the sidewalk on the cast side of Avenue A. A neighborhood resident 
who sat down and refused to get off the sidewalk was arrested and handcuffed. Captain 
Hanley ran over and grabbed him by the throat from the rear after he had been handcuffed 
and dragged to his feet. Hanley kept hitting him in the back as he hustled him into the 
paddy wagon. Hanley then pointed at Lori Rizzo, who was standing on the sidewalk on the 
side of Avenue A opposite to the park. He yelled, "She's going in for disorderly conduct 
and resisting arrest" - before she had even been arrested. Hanley rushed across the street 
and grabbed Lori, choking and punching her. Assisted by five pigs, Hanley dragged her into 
the street. The crowd never gave Hanley the riot which he was trying to provoke. While in 
jail, Hanley told Lori that he would arrest her and throw her in jail any time that he saw her 
at a demonstration. 

The same numbers of cops were deployed for the next several nights, in anticipation of 
large demonstrations over the weekend. On Friday night, August 28, a small group of 
people joined an accoustic music jam at 11:30 led by "Joe Folk" (a popular local musician 
known by another name), with Jim the Fiddler and others with tambourines, bells, maracas, 
and even a conch shell. Joe Folk sung his version of "This Park Is Your Park" as people 
sung and danced along. Within 15 minutes, the group grew to more than 50 people, all 
singing and dancing to the music. At midnight, the pigs circled the group, the parks pigs 
told people to leave the park, but the music went on. Increasing numbers of cops in 
formation approached the group step by step. By 12:10, Joe Folk led the group out of the 
park toward the Avenue B + 7th Street entrance singing "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" as 
cops followed. Suddenly, pigs guarding the entrance closed the gates, locking the group 
inside the park as plainclothes cops jumped and arrested 21 oeoole at random. (The 
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KOPS TELL NEIGHBORHOOD TO "EAT SHIT'!! 

By A. Kronstadt 
The evening of the opening of Tompkins Square Park was a strange night for 

this SHADOW reporter. Because my glrlfrlend had been busted with my keys, I 
was forced to spend the evening at the home of another curfew opponent who 
lived on Avenue.A directly opposite the park. There was no sleeping for either 
myself or my host on that sticky, tense evening. We were up until dawn, smoking 
cigarettes and discussing communism, anarchism, religion, and all sorts of other 
things that Tompkins Square activists discuss when they can't sleep, even when 
one Is an anarchist and the other a staunch but broad-minded Catholic. As the sun 
rose I heard something coming through lhe window which was peculiar even for 
Avenue A. A whiny, metallic voice was pronounclng-•Fuck you• "You're an 
asshole!" Moments later the same volce-"Fucklng Jerk!" I looked out the window 
and saw the source of this obscenity. A brand new Chevy Caprice cop car was 
stopped diagonally In the Intersection of Avenue A and 7th Street. There were two 
cops Inside It, and the taboo phrases were coming out of Its PA system. I surmised 
that one of the cops had one of those keychaln things that say "Fuck You etc. 
when you press a button, and that he was holding It up to the microphone. This 
was a fine how do you do, with all of the press up In arms about the •foul-mouthed 
demonstrators• who had heckled the mayor the previous morning. This went on for 
a good twenty minutes before the cop car split. 

One might think that this would be a hard Incident to beat, but the story gets 
more Interesting. My girlfriend and I had been contacted by a representative of 
Channel 5 to appear on the "Good Day New York" show at 7:00 that morning. The 
Job of appearing on this show had now fallen completely to me. I was told that 
Parks Commissioner Betsy Gotbaum was going to appear to debate me. I was 
skeptical of this, since I did not belleve that Betsy would appear In Tompkins 
Square Park except In some sort of ceremonial capacity as she had done the 
previous morning. At about 6:45, a Channel 5 truck did Indeed appear alongside 
the park at 9th and A. I asked the pudgy, cigar-smoking guy standing alongside 
the truck whether he was there for •Good Day New York, ■ and he said yes. I 
Introduced myself. He said that Gotbaum was going to be there shortly, and I said 
to-myself •yeah, sure.• At about 7:10, an ordinary green Parks Department vehicle 
pulled up, and out Jumped Betsy Gotbaum herself, dressed In Jeans and sneakers. 
This contrasted with the busy floral dress which she had worn at the dedication 
ceremony. She came over to shake my hand, perhaps thinking that I would be 
Impressed that the Commissioner herself would deign to shake the hand of a slob 
such as myself. I spurned her gesture, telling Betsy that I would not shake the 
hand that signed the order condemning my bandshell. "Oh, so It's going to be one 
of those• she snipped. Then came the Interview, me on one side, Betsy on the 
other, and the pudgy, cigar-smoking guy In the mlddle. Betsy gave her rap about 
children and famllies, the same cllches that Dinkins had mouthed at the dedication 
ceremony: the park was full of all those people who you normal people are 
prejudiced against, and now Its safe for the regular folk, .blah, blah. He shoved the 
mike under my nose and I denied that there was consensus for a curfew In the 
neighborhood as Betsy had said, and furthermore said that the people who used 
Tompkins Square Park were being made to pay for rotten city housing policy with 

See KOPS EAT SHIT On Page 17 

mysterious Joe Folk got away by jumping the fence.) See TOMPKINS SQUARE CURFEW On Page 17 --------------------------
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(Report from Berkeley, CA. 

by Bill Weinberg) 

In the summer of 1991, violent street battles exploded in Berkeley over the University 
of p!lifornia's plans to develop a volley ball court in People's Park. First created from an 
unused UC parking lot by anti-war activists in 1969, the park received a baptism of fire 
when then-Governor Ronald Reagan cailed out the California National Guard to halt this 
insidious attack on the sanctity of private property, resulting in one young student named 
James Rector being shot to death. Since then, both UC and the city of Berkeley. officially 
accepted the unusual concept of "user development" for the park -- a concept which local 
activists say was violated by UC's construction of the volley ball court. In March 1992, UC 

added a basketball court -- over the objections not only of local activisits, but also the city 
of Berkeley's own Landmarks Commission, who said that they wanted more time to study 
the proposal. And now, more than 20 years after the death of James Rector, the battle 
for Berkeley's most famous park has claimed the life of another young person. 

ROSEBUD DeNOVO: VICTIM OR EXECUTIONER? 
Rosebud Abigail DeNovo, a slight, homeless woman of 19 years and 100 pounds, was 

shot to death by an Oakland police officer in the home of Chang-Lin Tien, chancellor of 
Berkeley, where she was allegedly wielding a machete. Local activists admit that Rosebud 
had a lot of anger. "Tien was living in a state-funded mansion", says activist _and KPFA 
Radio personality Nancy Delaney. "Rosebud was living in People's Park and she was 

·kicked out every night by the UC Police. Her crime was that she had the guts to.go into 
the patriarch's house and question his authority." ,,. ' 

Rosebud apparently entered Tien's sprawling campus residence just before 6 A.M. on 
the morning of August 25, where she unknowingly tripped a ~ilent security system which 
alerted UC Police. When UC Police spotted her through a basement window, they 
alerted the Berkeley and Oakland Police, who brought a canine unit to sniff out the 
young intruder. Police called Tien and told him to l~k himself inside his room. At around 
7:00, Rosebud was found by Oakland Police Officer Craig Chew as he opened a door 
from a bathroom to a bedroom. According to Chew, Rosebud lunged at him, machete in 
hand, knocking him into the bathtub. Chew told the Oakland Tribune that he "didn't even 
have a chance to say anything" before he fired four shots in self-defense. Hit in the hand 
and the chest, Rosebud was dead on arrival at Highland Hospital. 

A note was found in Rosebud's duffel bag near Tien's residence, demanding removal 
of the basketball court from People's Park, and signed "People's Will Direct Action · 
Committee." ' 

The press was quick to portray Rosebud as an unstable anarchist, pointing out that she 
had been placed in a psychiatric institute as an adolescent in Kentucky. At the time of her 
death, Rosebud was facing charges of possession of explosive devices stemming from a 
police find of a cache of Molotov cocktails in the Be.rkeley hills a year earlier, at the 
height of the 1991 People's Park riots. · 

But Officer Chew's own history leads many to question ifbe hadn't been a little fast 
with his trigger finger. Chew, who was on the Berkeley police force before moving to the 
Oakland department in 1990, was on three occasions censured by the Berkeley Police 
Review Commission for false arrest and excessive force complaints stemming from drug 
raids and police actions on campus. Although the citizen complaints were upheld by the 
Commission's investigation, Chew faced no disciplinary action from the Berkeley Police 
Department. 

In 1991, Chew was himself shot in a confrontation with a teenage robbery suspect. 
While officers involved in shootings are usually suspended with pay afterward, Chew 
remained on active part-time duty. By the time of the Rosebud slaying, he had been 
restored . to full-time duty. 

Chew had also been among a team of Berkeley. police sent to raid the two residential 
meeting places of the Ordo Templi Orientis, a mystical order _which is recognized as a 
tax-exe'mpt religious institution by both state and federal authorities. Gaining access to 
one of the houses disguised as plumbers (with the cooperation of the landlord), a 
Berkeley police team saw an herbal substance (which proved to be Drum tobacco) and 
glass vials (filled with ceremonial oil), and got a warrant to raid both houses on this 
"narcotics evidence." In September 1989, Chew and 14 other heavily-armed officers burst 
into the houses, guns drawn, and proceeded to roughly search them, sacking their 
religious altars and videotaping everything. When small amounts of marijuana and LSD 
were produced, the police induced the residents to submit to urine tests on the spot. 

"They told me if I didn't take a piss test, I'd go to jail for 90 days," says OTO member 
Marlene Smith. "I said, 'what about my rights?' Chew spit in my face and said, 'you have 
no rights.'" Twelve OTO members were arrested. But when the piss tests came back 
clean, Chew maintained that the defendants had been under the influence of LSD, which 
can elude detection. "Chew lied his teeth off throughout the depositions," says OTO 
Lodge_ Master Jerry Edward Cornelius. Eventually, all charges were dropped and OTO 
filed 46 allegations of impropriety before the Police Review Commission and sued the 
Berkeley Police Department for $2.5 million, charging false arrest, harassment and 
religious persecution. The city of Berkeley recently settled for $40,000. 

Activists also question why police did not attempt to negotiate with Rosebud after 
surrounding the house, the usual police procedure to avoid injury or death in such 
situations. 

The Oakland, Berkeley, and UC police departments have all closed ranks behind 
Chew; maintaining that he acted appropriately in the Rosebud incident. Oakland Police 
Chief George Hart has attacked press probes into Chew's past as a "misdirected focus 
that in my judgment gives comfort and support to those screwballs who are attempting to 
rationalize their rioting in the streets of Berkeley." 

The night after her death, Berkeley activists held a memorial vigil for Rosebud, which 
ended in clashes with the police and bonfires in the middle of Telegraph Avenue. There 
were six arrests, including Rosebud's boyfriend, Andrew Barnum, who was charged with 
assault on an officer. Barnum had also been arrested along with Rosebud in the Molotov­
cocktail bust last year, and faces explosives possession charges. 

Rioting also broke out on August 30th. Several windows were smashed on campus, 
resulting in one arrest. Protesters attempted to march on Chancellor Tien's residence 
where Rosebud had bee_n shot. When they found it tightly surrounded by a cordon of UC 
police, the protesters left roses and other flowers at the officers' feet. 

David Beauvais, a Berkeley activist attorney who was representing Rosebud on the 
explosives charge, says "She was very politically aware .... I couldn't detect anything from 
her behavior to indicate that this was about to come down. She wasn't nervous or upset. 
These newspaper accounts that she was crazy are ridiculous." Rosebud had been a 
frequent volunteer worker at Beauvais' Community Defense law office, which does pro 

/ 

bono work for Berkeley's homeless. Beauvais says that Rosebud's parents in Kentucky, are 
demanding a full investigation into her death, and that litigation is under consideration. 
"At this point, I'm in an information-collecting mode," he says. "If we have enough 

information for a case, I'll go with it." 

ASIJKENAZ: ALTERNATIVE CULTURE UNDER ATTACK · 
MeaJJwhile, UC has launched what critics call a "SLAPP suit" (Strategic Lawsuit 

Against Public Participation) against four People's Park activists for their role as "key" 
leaders" who have incited riots and vandalism in the park. Carol Denney is facing 
monetary damages for throwing roses C'thorny weapons") into the volleyball courts. Bob · 
Sparks is charged with having actually taken a chain saw to the volleyball courts. Mike 
Lee is charged with having disrupted the UC Community Affairs office during a 
demonstration. And Dave Nadel is charged with printing leaflets and making speeches 
"inciting" riots. 

"This is the Free Speech Movement all over again," says Nadel. "They're going after 
the key speakers and communicators." 

The suit was brought in California state court in January, and a jury is yet to determine' 
the sum the four activists will have to pay. Nadel is the owner of Ashkenaz, a West · 
Berkeley dance club which has long been a focal point for alternative culture and politics '•,· 
in the city, and he fears that if he loses the case he could lose the club. "I don't have anyr-
dough," says Nadel. "I break even every month and pay the staff." · 

Launched by Nadel in 1973 for the Bay Area's then popular folk dance and ethnic ,· 
music scene, Ashkenaz-expanded its format- in 1980 to 'include"reggae, blues, ·salsa and ; • •. 1 

worldbeat. It still maintains its original architectural motif, designed along the lines of · 
. Eastern European synagoges which were destroyed by the Nazis. Ashkenaz was smoke- , · 

free and wheelchair-accessible before the law required it and, by Nadel's own reckoning, 
some 145 progressive polilical groups have held benefits at the club: from KPFA Radio, ·-' 
to the United Farm Workers to the Rainforest Action Network to the Bi'g Mountain and 
Pitt River Indian land rights struggles to Merry Prankster Wavy Gravy's campaign for 
Berkeley City Council. Ashkenaz also provides Berkeley's cheapest ~nd rehea~I space. •· 

ROSEBUD DeNOVO'S 
OWN STORY 

fir SCDl1 SOMMBOOM /ff CHIONICIE 

ROSEBUD ABIGAIL DENOVO 

(Written by Rosebud shortly before 
'her death for a news-letter 
published by the Humane Services 
for the Mentally-crlsesed. This was 
published In the latest SLINGSHOT, 
Berkeley's equl-valent of the 
SHADOW, which has more Info 
about Rosebud. Write to: 700 
Eshleman Hall, Berkeley, CA 94720) 

I was committed to Charter 
Ridge Hospital at the age of 14 by my 
parents, about four years ago. I spent 
nine months there. I was not In there 
because of any real Illness; I was there 
because (basically) I did not get along 
with my parents and other authority 
figures. Because of my age, I could not 
fight this commitment legally. 

I was on a unit which housed 
about 12 young teenagers at any given 
time. Everyone was between 11 and 15, 
and the average length of stay was three 
months. Out of everyone who was on 
the unit with me while I was there, only 

See PEOPLE'S PARK On Page 17, 

one person was diagnosed with an adult 
mental Illness. 

The rules were very strict. We 
had strict limits on what kind of 
personal property was allowed and who 
we could communicate with. No physical 
contact was allowed, not even a hug. · 
There was a long list of subjects we 
were not allowed to discuss. 

Isolation, which was supposed , 
to be used only when a person was an 
Immediate danger to self or others, was 
used regularly as a punishment for 
refusing to follow staff's orders. I was· 
placed In Isolation several times. 

_ Resttalnts and drugs were used simi­
larly, although I was never drugged 
myself. 

Almost everyone on the unit was 
required to take some kind of medi­
cation. I was able to refuse to take 
anything, but I was an exception. 

People who were new to the unit 
or who had attempted to run, or who 
were considered suicidal, were moni­
tored constantly by staff. I was required, 
when I first arrived, to sleep In the 
hallway and was observed even when 
taking a shower. 

Eventually, I managed to get out 
by going along with the program and 
convincing staff I would no longer make 
trouble. Two years later, _I had two other 
experiences with mental hospitals, 
which were worse. 

Both of these places were simi­
lar to Charter Ridge. Misuse of Isolation 
and restraint was even more common. I 
knew several people who were physical­
ly assaulted by staff. One friend of mine 
who attempted to run away was strap­
ped down for three days without food or 
water. 

Many people who were commit­
ted to these Institutions became almost 

like zombies, with their entire person­
alities changed. Others became suicidal. 
fhose who emerged relatively psycho­
logically normal were usually able to 
withstand the mental abuse by uniting 
with other teen-agers there. Fortunately, 
I was strong enough to remain myself, 

but these experiences had a lestlng, 
damaging effect on me. 

'ii' 
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By Stuart Frankel 

ACTING OUT A METAPHOR: COPS SHOW WHY fflEY'RE CALLED "PIGS" 
On September 16, thousands of New York aty cops threw a temper tantrum literally 

oO;tbe steps of City Hall--tbeir complaint: they don't get no respect! 
The aty Council's Public Safety Committee bad scheduled its first day of bearings for 

an Independent Citizens Complaint Review Board (CCRB) on September 17. The day · 
before, two demos were scheduled at aty Hall, one bylhe New York Civil Liberties Union · 
(NYCLU) in support of the new CCRB, and the other against the new CCRB by the 
Patrolmen's Benevolent Association (PBA), the cops' union. 

As was widely reported, the PBA demo turned into a drunken, violent, racist boorfest. 
Columnist Sydney Scbanberg, grasping for a silver lining, wrote with some relief that only a 
minority of cops attended the demo. Wrong. There are 29,144 cops in the Police 
Department. One-third are on duty at any given_ time, so that leaves only 20,000 who 
COULD attend the demo. &timates of the number of cops who showed range from 6,000 

to 16,000, so maybe around half of all cops who could show up, did. And the crowd was 
almost all white, but 26% of the Police Department is racial minorin,. So most of the white 
cops in the city available for the demo participated in their own degradation. 

The PBA chartered buses, complete with _beer service, from some precincts (now we 

know bow·to get cops·to use mass transit!) Numerous ·reports, including one from the 
mayor, say that the PBA picked up beer tabs for protesting cops drinking at bars such as 
PJ. Smytb's and Legends near aty Hall. As the cops gathered·around City Hall, the smell 
of beer was heavy and many of the cops were drinking openly. (During the past few weeks, 
several people have been summonaed, and one arrested, for drinking in Tompkins Square 
Park:) . · . 

At _around 10:30, the cops began to encircle City Hall. They had pla~ to circle it 
three tunes, but the unruly mob began to spill onto nearby streets. To no one's surprise, the 
off-duty cops acted just like they do in uniform. One said to a female Channel 7 re.porter, 
"Let me grab your ass"; they also punched two New York nmes reporters. 

The cops gathered down the block from City Hall to hear PBA President Phil Caruso 
baran~ them and set the "us against them" mood. Some of them held up racist signs (one, 
refemng to the mayor, said DVMJ> THE.WASHROOM ATI'ENDANT; another bad a 
racial caricature of Dinkins with thick lips, which said DINKINS SUCKS.) Some of them 
shouted things like, "We've got a nigger for a mayor." Cops jumped up and down on parked 
cars, trashing many of them. . " .• 

Unannounced mayoral candidate Rudolph Giuliani led the crowd in chants of "Bullshit, 
bul_lshit!" He later denied eyewitness accounts of his speech-and told the press that he was 
trying to calm the crowd. HPDdreds of cops mas.,ed in front of City Hall, and pushed down 
the barricades (the on-duty cops just stood by~e actually helped move the barricades 
aside). They rushed up the steps of City Hall (where no demos are allowed). The guards 
inside slammed and bolted the doors. The cops pounded on the doors· some climbed on 
windowsills and banged on the windows. ' . 

City councilmember Una aarke later ~id that she was trying to enter City Hall 
through a side door and that a drunken cop refused to recognize the lapel button that 
councilmembers wear to identify themselves. She fished out her wallet ID, but the cop told 
a companion, "This nigger says she's on the city council," and wouldn't let her pass. A 
Giuliani spokesman later said that she hadn't shown proper ID (which was a lie, but did 

Clarke really need ID to prevent cops from calling her a "nigger"?) 
Finally, the cops couldn't contain their drunken,rage any longer. At about noon, 

thousands of them swarmed onto the Brooklyn Bridge, closing the roadway. Some of the 
cops rocked cars with blacks in them and taunted the terrified passengers trapped inside. 
The beer began to take its toll, and some of the cops pissed on the bridge. , 

Police Chief David Scott shouted orders to disperse at the crowd in front of City Hall, 
but they just gave film the finger and shouted, "AMhole! AMhole!" Ar~und 12:30, the cops 

began to leave on their own. No uniformed police had attempted to disperse the mob or 
prevent illegal activities. No arrests were made. 

CML-RIGHTS GROUPS SHOW HOW TO HOLD A PEACEFUL DEMO 
In contrast, Toe Campaign for a Real-avilian Complaint Review Board, a coalition of 

dmens of groups, held a peaceful demo later that day. The cops tried to discourage people 

from coming; they blocked off all but one inconvenient entrance to City Hall Park and their 
horses left shit all over. (They had left one of their signs from that morning in a roped-Off 
area, and prevented this reporter from removing it.) · 

About a hundred people gathered to hear the details of the Independent CCRB 
proposals, and various speakers, including NYCLU bead Norman Siegel, who said that a 

fundamental principle of democracy is that the people should have ultimate oversight QVCr 
public employees. Howard Jordan of the Latino Rights Project said that the issue isn't 
blacks and latinos, but a police department which has gotten out of control. Michael Myers, 
executive director of the New York Coalition for Civil Rights, .said that the cops have many 
opportunities to correct racial epithets and brutality and they don't, which shows that they 
CANNOT police themselves. While Myers was speaking, a heckler in a PBA t-shirt tri.ed to 
disrupt the demo by shouting, "Norman, you suck shit!" but the crowd, chanting "Shame! 
Shame!" chased him. Myers pointed out that was an example of cops trying to disrup~ a ' 
peaceful assembly. _ · ·. 

Gay and AIDS activist Chris Hennelly said that, according to the Gay/Lesbian Anti- · 
Violence Project, ONE OUT OF SEVEN anti-gay bias crimes in the city are committed by 
the police. 

CI1Y COUNCIL CCRB HEARINGS 
In response to the outcry against increasing police abuse, the City Council's Public 

Safety Cominittee is considering Intro 549, which p~des for an Independent Civilian 
Complaint Review Board where citizens can file complaints against police for abuse of 
~uthority, exCCMive force, or discourtesy. Intro 549 is actually a sort of"IndependenJ CCRB 
hte," backed by Mayor Dinkins. The mayor wanted to engineer a "compromise" to make. the 
original Independent CCRB proposal more acceptable to its opponents, bQt the opponents 
refuse to recognize the compromise, leaving the mayor supporting the weakened ~rsion 
for no reason at all. 

Still, Intro ~49 is an improvement over the present CCRB which, in the ~ of · ·- '', 

Norman Siegel, "functions as a public relations arm of the Police Depart~nt." , · 
Half the current CCRB's members are appointed by the mayor, and half by the police 

commissioner. The current CCRB's lawyers are employees of the Police Department, and 
they regularly share information with the Department and with the District Attorney's 
office. Civilians who file complaints against cops are often subject to nuisance arrests (any 
combination of the "big four": Assault, Obstructing Governmental Administration 
Disorderly Conduct, or Resisting Arrest). Whatever material the civilians supply to the 
current CCRB, including sworn depositions, is automatically provided to the people trying 
to prosecute them. Worse, as former CCRB member William Kunst bas revealed the 
CCRB legal teams have mishandled files--they "lost" one file of"an open and shu~·case"-
completely derailing criminal prosecutions of cops. , 

And ALL of the current CCRB's investigators are employees of the Police Department. 
Everyone acknowledges that there is a "blue wall of silence." Even after the most egregious 
and public displays of police miscon~uct, cops won't fink against other cops, and they don't 
like investigating other cops, either. The Police Department's own Internal Affairs Unit 
(IAU) is shoddy and continually sabotoged by the Department itself. Ne~y reports that 
IAU "undercover" cars sent out to catch cops dealing drugs are easily identifiable, that IAU 
"undercover" cops stick out like a sore thumb, that IAU reports get regularly watered down 

or trashed. 
This s~mmer, five New York City cops were busted for running a coke ring on the job, 

but IAU didn't bust them, Suffolk County cops did. Another city cop was allegedly involved 
in a robbery and murder, and he also was busted on Long Island. The situation is so bad , 
that Mayor Dinkins was forced to appoint a panel to investigate police corruption. 

There is no reason to think that the current CCRB investigators are any better than the 
IAU investigators, and evidence is overwhelming that the public has no confidence in the 

Department's ability to police itself. Toe rate of "substantiation" is only 3%, much less than 

in cities where CCRBs are truly independent. As public confidence in the CCRB drops, the 
number of complaints registered has been slowly tapering off, but at the same time the 
number of lawsuits against the city for police misconduct is skyrocketing. Over the last 
three years, the amount tha t the city bas had to pay to settle such suits has nearly doubled. 

Intro 549 provides for subpoena power (currently, cops don't have to testify to the 
CCRB if they don't feel like it) and public reporting. Toe current CCRB is secretive and 
closed to public scrutiny. Toe NYCLU has studied civilian review boards around the 

country and says that New York City's board is the least coopera tive of any of the cities 
they contacted. "They treated our inquiries as Freedom of Information Act requests," 
Norman Siegel told the SHADOW, "and then they just denied the requests." 

MAYOR DINKINS NOT ANTI-COP, BUT SHOULD BE 
Mayor Dinkins was the lead-off witne~ at the City Council hearings the next day, 

though he rarely testifies before a Council committee. Toe problem of police racism and 
lawle~ne~ isn't new, but apparently it's gotten so bad that even Dinkins has noticed. 

Dinkins said he's not anti-cop, and he's right. He bas increased the number of cops in 
the city more than any other mayor in history. He has fully funded the Police Department 
at a time when decent citizens are starving in the streets. He made an a ll-0ut effort in 
Albany for the "Safe Streets, Safe City" p~ogram to put more cops on the street (although 
that doesn't make lHIS citizen feel any safer). And he is pushing Intro 549, the watered­
down Independent CCRB proposal, in an effort to "compromise" with the police. 

For all this, the cops despise him. 
If a mob of cops storming City Hall isn't enough to make the mayor anti-cop what is? 

Dinkins professed bis "undying faith" in the Police Deparment, which is a touching 
admi~ion that he has lost touch with reality. "Faith" doesn't have to be constrained by facts. 
It is said that the prospect of hanging concentrates a man's mind wonderfully, but faced 
with a lynch mob, Dinkins remains as befuddled as ever. 

Part of the present degraded state of the Police Department is the mayor's fault. He 
chose a commi~ ioner, Lee Brown (recently retired), knowing that be opposed any kind of 
Independent CCRB. And, as councilmember Tom Ognibene pointed out, the mayor took 
15 m6ntbs to fill two vacancies on the current CCRB. 

See PIG ROAST On Page 16 
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NEW YORK STATE TO DECIDE ON 
NEW YORK CI1Y INCINERATORS 

By Matthew Karwowski 

On October 2, Thomas _Jorling, head of the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC), made a public statement concerning the state's 
required approval of New York City mayor David Dinkins' administration's plans for 
building a $550 million incinerator in the Brooklyp Navy Yard in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. 
The city has been pressing the DEC for approval before Nov!!mber 15 since more stringent 
federal pollution regulations will take effect for projects initiated after that date. Jorling 
said only that some decision will be reached before the cutoff date. 

In late August 1992, the New York City Council passed the Solid Waste Management 
Plan (aka "SW AMP", which calls for the incineration of city garbage at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard and the building of additional incinerators) after an intensive personal lobbying 
campaign by Mayor Dinkins. 

Councilmembers from Brooklyn were the majority of the 15 opposing'votes, while 36 
others voted in favor of Dinkins' plan. Only a month earlier, 34 members had-signed a 
letter to the administration vowing to oppose the plan. But because the new incinerator is 
not in their boroughs, 19 members gave in to pressure from an administration that hasn't 
even reached its own low requirements for recycling, as promised in Local Law 19, which . 
dates back to 1989. 

Residents of the entire metropolitan area may suffer in the long run from the city 
council's shortsightedness if the DEC approves the "SWAMP" incinerator plan. There is no 
guarantee that the Navy Yard incinerator will be the only one required. Deputy Mayor 
Norman Steisel, the chief proponent of incineration over recycling, has already said that 
more incinerators will probably be needed in the future. As reported in SHADOW #23, 
Steisel was the Department of Sanitation Commissioner under former mayor Ed Koch; 
receiving $1000,000 for services rendered to the banking firm of Lazard Freres & 
Company, which is underwriting 5% of the $2.6 billion cost of the incineration plan. Senior 
Lazard Freres partner Felix Rohatyn, who also heads the Municipal Assistance 
Corporation (MAC), selected Steisel as the Deputy Mayor in charge of the Sanitation 
Department under mayor Dinkins. MAC, a coalition of the city's largest banks, investment 
firms, and other business and financial interests which obtained control of the city's budget 
and allocation of funds for schools, hospitals, social services and other city programs in 
exchange for bailing the City of New York out of its near bankrupt state in 1976. 

New York Newsday reports that Waste Management, Inc., the majority owner of the 
· corporation which would build and run the Navy Yard incinerator, has a history of 

environmental violations at toxic waste sites, criminal price-fixing, and falsified records for 
an incinerator which exploded in Chicago in 1991. The city claims that Wheelabrator 
Environmental Systems, the plant operator, was taken over by Waste Management only 
recently and has a clean track record. Other subsidiaries of Waste Management, however, 
have failed to avoid the criminal practices of their parent company, and have pleaded guilty 
in California and Ohio to criminal price-fixing, as well as being implicated in violations at 
89 toxic sites. 

The City Council has knuckled under to Dinkins administration pressure. A common 
misconception is that the administration made compromises towards more recycling, but in 
fact Dinkins is trying to weaken the existing requirements for recycling in court--with a goal 
of only 41 % recycling of non-commercial waste by the century's end. Yet a Brooklyn test 
zone is already recycling over 60% after only 18 months. Seattle recycled 60% of residential 
waste targeted for recycling in 1991 and is still expanding the range of recyclable items. 

Two incinerators would take care of only 12% of the city's waste. The city council 
granted Dinkins 82% of the near-term incineration capacity he requested. The plan cancels 
an ash dumping facility which was planned for Staten Island, enough to swing their three 
council votes, yet the City has found no other ash-fill site. Unless some other state decides 
to accept toxic ash from New York, the Staten Island ash dump may be their only option. 

New York City has never reached its previous recycling goals. In fact, according to the 
Village Voice, the new plan merely requires that sanitation pick up separated household 
garbage, but the city does not necessarily have to recycle it. They can just put the stacks of 
newspapers and jumbled-together containers from their absurd recycling barrels and use 
them to top off the Staten Island landfill until it reaches its legal limit of 437 feet high. Then 
the city will be able to claim the need for incinerators since no more landfill exists. 

The "SWAMP" plan has no provisions for food waste composting, which could create 
useful topsoil. Food waste makes bad fuel for incinerators. Plans to collect batteries (a 
major source of toxic leachates in landfills--use rechargeables!) and tires for recycling have 
been pushed back five years. "SW AMP" claims an incinerator in Bridgeport, Connecticut is · 
a "model" facility. But that plant was only t~st~d ~or le~d _i'! ! 9~,. a~~ :wa_s since used to 
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dispose of 7,000 pounds of lead in 1990 alone. Other incinerators in Connecticut have 
inevitably been improperly used to bum many tons of toxic industrial waste. 

New York currently operates three incinerators in Brooklyn and one in Queens. 
Proponents of "SWAMP" claim it will allow the dismantling of old existing incinerators, 
which have been operating since after World War II, with fewer "state of the art" facilities. 
But in fact it only guarantees that one incinerator, the Betts Avenue Incinerator in 
Maspeth, Queens, will close. Another in Greenpoint, Brooklyn will be kept in reserve for a 
possible overhaul. The incinerator in Coney Island, Brooklyn, which in recent tests emitted 
190 times the "safe" level of dioxin, will continue to spew dioxin, one of the most toxic 
substances known. Dioxin is rated safe at levels not even measurable in the usual parts per 
million or parts per billion. There is no such thing as a safe level, period. And with the 
burning of plastic and bleached paper in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, more dioxin will enter 
the environment. 

Even the Dinkins administration has admitted that incineration is hazardous to public 
health, opposing an incinerator proposal in Linden, New Jersey, because it "may have a 
significant adverse impact on the residents and natural resources of New York City ... [it 
poses} a cancer risk that is not clearly acceptable." According to the New York Public 
Interest Research Group (NYPIRG), the incineratt?rs proposed by the New York. City 
Department of Sanitation would bum far greater quantities of garbage and would emit 66 
times as much mercury and three times as much lead, nickel and cadmium. 

The proposed Brooklyn Navy Yard ·incinerator alone will emit as much nitrogen oxides 
(which cause acid rain) as as 441,000 small compact cars operating 25 miles a day, every 
day of the year. New York air quality is already a disgrace and violates Federal standards-­
which may cause the city to lose big in Federal monies in the future--largely due to the 
influx of about one million cars daily. And cars don't create nearly the variety of toxins that 
incinerators do. 

The Department of Sanitation itself admits that recycling, even in its current inefficient 
form is, at $141 a ton, about half the cost of incineration, not including getting rid of the 
toxic ash. So what is the problem? The real obstacle is the monied interests represented by 

Norman Steisel and Felix Rohatyn. 

There is a better way. Why not have small recycling centers on every block, where 
people deposit their own newspapers, bottles, plastic bottles and containers, steel cans, 
aluminum cans, batteries, tires, and even compostable organic food waste? 

Many small volunteer recycling projects around the city do just this. For example, 
Recycling Associates of Williamsburg (RAW) meets two Saturdays a month to collect the 
above materials, plus aluminum foil and containers and plastic bags. If some of the $550 

million slated for the incinerator were used to build enough little recycling centers so that 
no one has to go further than one block to reach one, and they were always open (like the 
former center on Avenue Band 6th St.) it would be a unifying force for neighborhoods and 
a source of pride for the city as a whole. 

New York could build mills to process its own waste into many useful materials. It could 
create hundreds of jobs and save money as well. The best thing you can do right now to 
stop the half-hearted recycling/incineration phalanx is to contact Governor Cuomo, who 
appointed Thomas Jorling of the DEC. Cuomo is accountable to voters and needs to know 
how infuriated New Yorkers really are about the poisons about to be sent our way. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION; CONTACT: 
NYPIRG (NY Publlc Interest Research Group)-
9 Murray St., New York, NY 10007 
(212)34~ FAX:(212)349-1366 
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The slow-moving bureaucracy of financially-strapped New York City has just received 
two grants totalling $140,000 from the American Foundation for AIDS Research (AmFAR) 
for city-run needle exchange programs. The programs are designated for those 
communities hit hardest by the AIDS crisis, including Harlem, the South Bronx and the 
Lower East Side. AmFAR also funds needle exchange programs in San Francisco, Chicago 
and Boulder. 

David Dinkins, New York's first African American mayor, has recently softened his 
stance against such programs. He had previously argued that they "condone" drug use. 
Activists counter that they are necessary to halt the spread of AIDS, especially in a city 
where treatment programs for addicts have been decimated by budget cuts. 

UNORTHODOX POLITICAL ALLIANCES ,. 
The needle-exchange issue has not broken down a\ong traditional lines of left and right. 

It was the administration of Mayor Ed Koch, wedded to the then-booming real estate 
industry and racked by numerous ccrruptiofi scandals, which had implemented a trial 
needle exchange program in January 1988. Koch was prompted into the move after the 
activist group ADAPT (Association for Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment) 
announced, in the midst of the NY Police Department's most stringent drug crackdown in 
several years, that they were willing to distribute clean needles to addicts in defiance of the 
law. Koch then sought--and received--a waiver from the state law against needle 
distribution from Albany. But the plan remained controversial, especially in the African 
American communities hit hardest by drug and AIDS crises. Harlem City Councilman 
Hilton Clark called the needle distribution "genocide" and said the program's architect, City 
Health Commissioner Stephen Joseph, "should be arrested for murder and drug 
distribution." Harlem US Representative Charles Rangel, a liberal on most issues but an 
extreme hard-liner where drugs are concerned, said needle-exchange programs "would 
keep addicts out of sight, out. of mind, and sweep them under the rug instead of restoring 
their dignity and giving them drug-free lives." The Police Department, which is frequently 
the target of harsh criticism by African American activists in New York over issues of 
brutality and abuse, was also critical of the. plan. So was the New York Times, asking in an 
editorial. "How can a city ravaged by heroin condone its use?" 

But Dr. Beny Primm, director of Harlems's Addiction Research & Tr~atment Center, 
countered that "you may call people racist now if they adopt this policy; but if they do not 
do it, in five years you will accuse them of racist genocide." And ADAPTs Yolanda Serrano 
said that witholding clean needles was "the real genocide. People can survive addiction, but 
they can't survive AIDS." 

. However, needle exchange advocates also had criticism of the program. They charged 
that the city Health department was exchanging notes with the police and this was 
discouraging addicts from coming forward to participate. Further. activists charged that the 
soaring rents and social service cutbacks of the Koch era had actually worsened the AIDS 
crisis, driving large segments of the city's low-income population i~to homelessness---on 
streets which are infested with drugs and where access to medical care is inadequate at 
best. This sentiment helped bring the comparatively liberal.administration of David Dinkins 
to power in 1990. 

Upon taking office, Dinkins immediately suspended the needle-exchange program. 
Activists were not slow to respond, initiating their own programs on the streets of the 
Lower East Side in defiance of the law. Jon Parker of the Natiopal AIDS Brigade was , 
arrested for possession of clean needles at a December 1990 ACT UP demo outside the 
New York State courthouse, calling for clean needles and support for the herbal Ibogaine 
detox program. Parker suffered crushed ligaments in his wrist when he was handcuffed, and 
currently has a brutality suit pending against the NYPD. In 1991, ten activists from ACT 
UP and the National AIDS Brigade were acquitted in New York City by Judge Laura 
Drager. who accepted their "defense of necessity" argument that they were morally 
obligated to break the law in order to prevent a greater evil from taking place--HIV 
infection. Also in 1991, charges were dismissed against Italian Radical party members of 
parliament Emma Bonino and Marco Taradash after they attempted to deliver clean 
needles to Mayor Dinkins on the steps of City Hall. 

THE TURNING POINT 
The real turning point for Dinkins came in the fall of 1991 when his Health 

Department, in a period of administrative flux since his Health Commissioner Woodrow 
Myers bad left office under a barrage of criticism from AIDS activists for his advocacy of a 
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forcible quarantine of HN-positive people, forwarded to the mayor a report on a Yale 
University study of the needle-exchange program in New Haven, Connecticut. The New 
Haven program had been initiated in 1990 by that city's first African American mayor, John 
C. Daniels. The program succeeded in cutting the rate of HN infection among New 
Haven's 4,000 addicts by over 30%. New York City had an estimated 200,000 addicts, and 
in both cities, AIDS is spreading faster among addicts thant any other "risk groups". 

In May 1992, Dinkins and his new acting Health Commissioner Margaret Hamburg, 
accepted the AmFAR grant, and endorsed the group's succei,sful bid to seek a waiver from 
the state needle control laws. The $140,000 grant is to be divided equally between two 
nonprofit groups, the Lower East Side Needle Exchange Program and the Minority Task 
Force on AIDS, which will run the Bronx-Harlem Needle Exchange Program. 

While many African American leaders have reconsidered their earlier positions and have 
come out in favor of needle exchange, the plan remains controversial. Father Lawerence 
Lucas. the activist-oriented priest of Harlem's Resurrection catholic Church, says he is 
"very leary" of neeclle exchange programs. "It's like saying, 'Hey. folks, shoot it up, do 
whatever you want, and we'll help.' When you give addicts clean needles, you aren't 
educating them about the evil of what they're doing." Father Lucas sees alternatives as 
treatment centers, education and "an admission on the part of government that a lot of this 
has been intentionally introduced into our community as experimentation." 

Reverend calvin Butts of Harlem's highly influential Abyssinian Baptist Church is cited 
as telling National Public Radio's Weekend Edition that he has come to favor needle 
exchange in an article entitled, "Society, Drug Injectors, and AIDS" to be published in the 
upcoming edition of Meharry medical school's Journal of Health care for the Poor and 
Underserved. However, Rev. Butts refused to comment on the new needle exchange 
program after repeated telephone calls by The SHADOW. 

Samuel Friedman of New York's Narcotic & Drug Research Inc., an author of the 
upcoming Meharry article, denies that needle exchange need be a means of skirting 
resposibility for providing treatment programs. "Treatment and needle exchange issues 
should be seen as complimentary rather than contradictory. Clearly it is critical to increase 
drug treatment slots. Unfortunately, the supporters of that necessary measure have not 
been able to get the power to implement it. Meanwhile, people keep getting infected, 
including some users who would not enter treatment even if it were available. Needle 
exchange is also effective as a method of recruiting people for treatment. For example, in 
Tacoma, Washington, the needle exchange program is the largest referral source to 
treatment in the county." 

THE LOWER EAST SIDE PROGRAM 
The Lower East Side Needle Exchange Program, at 39 Avenue C, has been open to 

exchange clean needles for used ones from 11 AM to 2 PM on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
since June, and hopes to add Friday hours in the near future. The Program is run by a 
committee of the Lower East Side AIDS Strategy Group, a grassroots coalition including 
the Lower East Side Family Union, Women's Health Education Project, the Women's 
Prison Association and the city Health Department"s Community Outreach & Education 
office. The storefront is staffed by two paid employees and some 40 volunteers. including 
local residents, former drug users, and ACT UP activists. _ 

Allan Clear. an ex-addict who started doing needle exchange on the Lower East Side 
before it was legal and now works with the Program. says the storefront sees 500 addicts a 
week, distributing up to 5,000 clean needles. The old needles go to Beth Israel Hospital, 
where they are incinerated. 

Says Clear: "Drug users aren't stupid. They know how HN spreads. But we do an 
educational rap for each person who comes through the door. We give each person five 
bottles of bleach. They don't take it to clean their clothes, they take it to clean their works. 
People are conscious of what this epidemic is doi~g, no matter what their personal drug 

use." He says the Program also does street outreach to steer addicts towards treament. 
Clear says there is virtually no opposition to the Program from the local community. 

"The community runs this project. Most people in this community realize that the current 
law is genocidal. If you don't allow people to protect themselves from a deadly disease, 
what are you going to call it other than genocide?" 

"This is a backwards country." says Clear. a native of the UK who has lived in New York 
for several years. "Englaqd has been doing needle exchange for seven years. Now things are 
going forward here. But if we have to go back on the street and break the law again. we'll 
do it. You don't need computers and an office to give out needles." 

Father Errol Harvey of the Lower East Side's predominantly African American St. 
Augustine Episcopal Church is strongly supportive of the Program. "I have gone out with 
the Lower East Side Needle Exchange to witness the program back when it was still illegal. 
I am very enthusiastically in favor of the program. It is the sensible and compassionate 
thing to do for addicts who are trying to protect themselves and their families from the 
plague of AIDS. I witnessed all kinds of people benefitting from the program--people who 
are trying to stay clean and trying to be good parents, but unfortunately, they've got a 
monkey on their backs. and unfortunately treatment is not available." 

Father Harvey also says the illegal program helped "homeless people in vacant lots 
behind Tompkins Square Park, who were trying to stay healthy in spite of dreadful 
conditions. living outdoors without access to clean water." 

Father Harvey says. he disagrees with critics of needle exchange. "It does not encourage 
drug use. They give people cards telling them where to get help. But in the meantime, we 
have to stop the spread of AIDS." · 

Jon Parker of the National AIDS Brigade says he is glad that activist efforts are finally 
paying off. "I got arrested six times for needle exchange in New York City. It's so logieally 
correct to prevent the spread of AIDS. 90% of AIDS worldwide is heterosexual, and that's 
what's going to happen in this country unless we recognize that N drug users are the 
gateway to the heterosexual population." 

Plans to have free condoms distributed on request in New York City high schools have 
been mired in controversy, with conservative elements in the city's Board of Education 
arguing that such a program would "condone" teenage sex. They are demanding that 
material advocating abstinence be distributed to students as a precondition for the condom 
distribution. 
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LIVE REPORT FROM INSIDE 
THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION 

By Sara Valentine 

The easiest way to the Astrodome in Houston (site of the 1992 Republican National 
Convention from August 17-20) is 1-45 to the route 610 loop (a 10-minute drive from South 
Houston). Delegates traveling to the Dome in shuttle buses, however, were not driven that 
way. Convention planners chose to send the buses down 1-45 to 1-59, bypassing the run­
down malls and road construction for a longer trip offering a heady view of Downtown 
Houston. 

The parking lot of the Astrodome was empty save for satellite dishes and official limos. 
Stepping off the bus, I had the feeling of being in a humid, space-age odyssey. The 
Astrodome is a huge structure resembling a giant breast ready for take off. Rather than 
providing nutriment, the inside of the breast resembled an Orwellian nightmare. Two large 
television screens stood on either side of the podium, enlarging the tiny speaker to 
mammoth proportions. Another screen at the rear of the stadium was used for closed 
caption service: prints of the script popped up on the screen seconds after the words were 
spoken, serving as a re-enforcement of Republican dogma for those inside the Dome. 

The entire stadium was decorated in red, white and blue, with lots of balloons hanging 
from the ceiling in long thin columns,-ready for the big moment on Thursday evening. One 
New York delegate, in response to a question about his party's position, referred to the 
balloons as giant phallic symbols. 

It seems that many members of the party disagree with the right-wing reactionary 
stance the Republican platform has taken, especially on the abortion issue, mostly due to 
the influence of Pat Buchanan and the Christian Coalition. One young Republican •• 
volunteer said that Massachusetts Governor Weld's pro-choice speech on Tuesday night 
placated those who were threatening to leave the party over abortion but, "it's not really an 
issue, anyway." · 

Vic.e-President Quay1e was a touchy subject. While most people I spoke with considered 
him to be an idiot, ("Who else are we going to get?"), nothing was done to scratch his name 
off the ballot. This attitude only allowed Dan to continue his role as poster boy for the 
conservative faction in the party, and his wife to criticize the very culture that made it 
possible for her to be a lawyer as well as a mother. 

The "Family Values" theme arising from the Murphy Brown controversy seems to have 
given Dan Quayle a poorly-founded sense of self-esteem. One whole day of the convention 
was devoted to "Family and Individual Values." Dan is now apparently "good" with the 
party, probably because he has found something to do. (What is amazing to me, however, is 
that this poor man's Pat Sajak look-alike, who condemns Hollywood's portrayal of single 
mothers, fails to realize that the man whose legacy he is trying to protect (Ronald Reagan) 
got his start in Hollywood as an actor.) 

Hypocrisy is present not just in the Quayle and Bush households, but in those of most 
people present at the convention, especially the young Republicans. For the first two days 
of the convention, I was chased around by a "former hippie with long hair," named Matt 
who claimed he was a founding member of the band Soundgarden. Now a member of the 
Christian Coalition, his behavior was nowhere near the family and moral values his party 
preaches. Many times I was complimented for my appearance and offered cigerettes, 
alcohol and action. He even offered me his convention pass, which he then repossessed 
after I asked him an innocent question about ACT-UP, who had apparently "ruined" the 
Christian Coalition rally the first day of the convention. 

In fact, the convention served as a major pick-up joint for all of the virile young 
Republicans in attendanc.e. One young man I spoke with who worked with the head of the 
Republican National Committee paid for my drinks without a second thought and then 
asked me out. When I mentioned the marijuana rights protestors outside the convention, 
he gave me a thumbs-up and said, "Well, that's alright with me." Obviously, this boy hasn't 
been reading his platform book very throughly. · 

A cluster of young Republicans, wearing passes that read "Rally!" was rushed on before 
convention speakers to cheer in front of the 1V cameras and were then rushed off. Mostly 
white, mostly male, those I spoke with did not seem too thrilled with their role. Their 
presence at the convention was one of necessity: entry-level jobs in government awaited 
them if their performance on the floor was above average. 

/ 
Although the party is made up mostly of gray-haired caucasion males, some minorities 

were present. A gala reception was held by the Arab-American Institute, an organization 
founded in 1985 that promotes Arab-American participation in political parties and 
electoral government. I saw only four Arab-Americans walking around the convention. 
They were subjected to snide comments by their fellow delegates from Kansas about their 
style of dress. The Kashmiri-American Council passed out pamphlets on how the 

. Republican party can lead toward peace in South Asia. Asian-American Assemblyman Jay 
Kim of California, as he introduced another speaker, had his own thoughts on the subject 
of government and the jaded American dream. "I believe," he said, "the most powerful 
words in the English language are 'We The People.' This November, we can reclaim the 
American dream. It's time to start running the government like a sound business. That's 
why I'm running for Congress.It 

The most prominent minority group at the Convention were the African-American 
delegates who totalled just over 100, more than double the number in 1988. Inside the 
Republican Platform book, numerous pictures and quotes of Abraham Lincoln abound, 
and they restated the anti-slavery position from the Republican Platform of 1860. I asked 
two African-American delegates why they were members of a party that has alienated their 
people. One New Jersey delegate became resentful, replying that the media 
"underestimates our intelligence in feeling that we are blindly led by George Bush." 
Another African-American delegate, from New York City, had no problem "reconciling" his 
difference with the GOP. A successful real-estate owner in Lower Manhattan and the 
Bronx, his presence at the convention was purely financial -- he was there to find backers 
for his next business venture. It is admirable that these two delegates are color-blind. It is a 
shame that most of their party, and the media, aren't. ,, 

The media has become the favored whipping post for the party, along with the 
Democratic Congress. "Stop the Liberal/Media Lynch Mob: Tell the Truth About the 
Reagan Legacy!" read one poster by the Washington D.C.-based group, Accuracy in 

See REPUBLICAN CONVENTION On Page 18 

LIVE FROM HOUSTON/ 
BERKELEY/SIMI VALLEY 

By Amelia Morales (travelling in Occupied Mexico) 

In Houston during the 
Republican Convention there were all 
sort of actions, from large ACT-UP 
demonstrations attacked by the pigs to 
small actions designed to annoy the 
right wing wackos and rich scum 
hanging out there. 

The day I arrived after a 3-day 
bus trip, I went to a Unity demonstration 
where police kept pushing people onto 
the side walk and threatening those who 
took the streets. We went through the 
rich section of town and some people 
put toilet paper on their trees and fancy 

· shrubs. 
On Monday night, August 17, , 

ACT ~UP had a large demonstration that 
passed the medical and financial 
districts. As we got closer to the 
convention site at the Astrodome, the 
police started to block us. That's when 

, people burned two Bush effigies, one 
was plnata style. Cops on horses 
started pushing us around, so people 
took polfce barricades for the fire and 
people added their Clinton/Gore signs 
to the burning flags other people 
brought. I 18ved ltll While the flames fed 
by the campaign signs and flags grew, 
people yelled "Ice-Tea was right!!" as the 
Houston porkers attacked them. People 
got In their face and told them In words 

.ao.d actions to step off. About 12 were 
arrested and beaten. Of course, the 
cops charged them with assault. We all 
got dispersed by the pigs In no time as 
helicopters flew low with their spotlights 
In our faces. At the same time, a grey Ku 
Klux Klan bus was seen clrcllng the 
Astrodome, taunting people with their 
homophobic crap. 

' Small groups of people went out 
with elephant shit and deposited the 
lovely elephant reminders complete with 
peanuts and hay on to rich cars with 
offensive pro-war and "pro-life" and pro­
white USA, right on to the window 
shields and air conqltlonlng ducts. (Can 
you Imagine coming out to your car In 
101 + humidity factor type of heat and 
your air conditioning Is filled 
with thls-YUCKll) The Galleria mall, 
which Includes overpriced Nieman 
Marcus, was hit with elephant reminders 
and notices that read: "GOP Shit 
(genuine elephant manure)" that 
accompanied these gifts to the rich 
shopping addicts. 

Operation Rescue failed 
miserably to stop the cllnlcs. These 
people are the typical upside down and 
backward amerlcan types who claim 
they want to save the •unborn•, yet they 
fully support US global aggression. 
These racist scum support the US 
murder of babies world over In their 
pursuit of white supremacy and 
capitalist class rule. (These assholes are 
part of the system whether they block a 
cllnlc or bomb one.) 

On Wednesday some people 
went out with a sign that said: "HONK IF 
YOU HATE YOUR JOBI GENERAL 
STRIKE!" They went to Intersections and 
handed out flyers to people who were In 
traffic and on the street. Most people 
honked and took flyers. 

Before I left Houston on 
Thursday night, August 20, the cops 
attacked a Latino man at a 
demonstration to support Guatemalan 
refugees. This was Just after a white 
republiKlan delegate walked by and said 
to the man "Don't you fucking fruits 

. have a Job?" The delegate hit the Latino, 
pushing him Into a trash can as the pigs 
rode their horses like cowboys Into the 
crowd and arrested the man sprawled 
out In the garbage. The pigs let the 
delegate go on In to the convention to 
hear the Scrub Man give his nomination 
speech. 

Groups of people were blatantly 
followed and pointed out by the Police 
and Secret Service as they both 
watched Individuals and talked over 
their car phones and walkie talkies. 
They followed people making phone 
a.lls, and. even followed people for 2 
hours on highways. 

BERKELEY UPRISING 
I got to Berkeley the day before 

Rosebud OeNovo was killed by the 
police. It was a combo pig murder 
Involving University of California and · 
Oakland police. That night there was a 

rally In People's Park. As the UC 
chancellor wandered by with his snooty 
attitude, people yelled and went out Into 
the street heading for Telegraph Ave, 
then up to the university police 
headquarters. A 9 pm meeting later 
became a demo where folks got wild 
with trash fires, hitting gentrlflers to beat 
the high prices. Some people got caught 
and were let out the next day. 

SIMI VALLEY FASCISTS 
The next day, I went to Simi 

valley (where the pigs were acquitted In 
the Rodney King beating case In late 
April) with my Long Beach, LA friends to 
an anti-fascist demonstration, where this 
slimy Barrett guy was specking his anti­
Immigrant shit. Five Simi Valley locals 
were arrested, Including a women bit by 

a police dog. The police attacked us 
right after half the crowd returned to the 
park (meeting place of the out-of­
towners) as requested by the 
organizers. This left the rest of us 
vulnerable to the pigs without benefit of 
more people around. Then a blond guy 
passing me read my sticker that said 
"Nazi skinheads fuck offll" J-te said In a 
low tone "Well, fuck off to you too.". We 
asked him If he was a white supremacist 
and he pointed to his akin and his hair 
and did thumbs up In response, so I 
yelled out to people and told them what 
he said. Some local kids got In his face 
and as this was going on, a legal 
observer with a desert-storm type floppy 
hat yelled at me for trying to get people 
killed by pointing out the nazl acuzball. I 
told him to step off with that bullshit 
accusation and lie. I said It was a public 
service announcement and as he was 
being his arrogant self, two Black men 
came up and asked why he wasn't 
trying to get their friends out of Jail 
Instead of bothering me. 



By Bob Feldman 

SENATOR AL D'AMATO'S RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT 
For many years the interests of people in New York were supposed to be represented 

in the U.S. Senate by Nassau County Republican Alphonse D'Amato. U.S. Senator 
D'Amato, however, has often seemed to be more interested in collecting large campaign 
contributions from Wall Street firms and Wall Street executives than in helping people in 
New York City escape from poverty and/or 9 to 5 enslavement. As The Best Congress 
Money Can Buy by Philip Stern revealed in 1988: 

" ... From 1981 to 1986, while the Republicans controlled the Senate, D'Amato 
occupied a strategic position as chairman of the Senate Banking Subcommittee on 
Securities. As such, he was the key player shaping legislation of vital concern to the 
stocks-and-bonds industry. During his first 5½ years in office, at his encouragement, 
Political Action Committees (PACs) and executives of 17 Wall Street firms contributed 
$500,000 to his re-election campaign. The Wall Street Journal reported that Senator 
D'Amato was not. 'bashful about asking for donations.' According to the Journal, the 
forcefulness of the D'Amato fundraising tactics in the securities industry produced 
grumbling on Wall Street. 'Nothing is enough,' said one top Wall Street lobbyist. 'It's a 
continuous pressure. If you don't contribute, they don't return your calls.'" 

The same book also revealed how New York Senator D'Amato protected the special 
interests of the Wall Street investment banking firm of Drexel Burnham Lambert -- which 
specialized in selling U.S. economy-wrecking "junk bonds" during the 1980's before it began 
losing money in the 1990's -- in exchange for receiving campaign contributions from Drexel 
Burnham for his 1986 re-election campaign: 

"In May 1985, at Chasen's restaurant in Beverly Hills, California , New York 
Senator Alfonse D' Amato was beneficiary of a $1 ,000-a-plate fundraising dinner for his 
re-election campaign. The dinner was arranged by the investment banking firm of 
Drexel Burnham Lambert, Inc. Drexel was the nation's leading (and pioneering) 
underwriter of so-called 'junk bonds' ... 

I 
"Senator D'Amato was chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on SecurJties, 

and during the week following the Chasen's dinner, the subcommittee was scheduled to 
hold a hearing on legislation to regulate the sale of junk bonds. D'Amato's 
subcommittee had two proposals before it: one, to curb the use of junk bonds in 

-corporate takeovers; and the other to limit the purchase of those bonds by federally­
insured savings banks. Either proposal would have put a major crimp in Drexel 
Burnham's business. 

"Of the $33,000 raised at the dinner, $23,000 came from the Drexel Burnham 
executives who each contributed $1,000 to Senator D'Amato's campaign" 

"According to a story by Brooks Jackson in the Wall Street Journal, when 
D'Amato finally introduced his bill regulating corporate takeovers later that year, 'the 
provision [regulating junk bonds] so dreaded by Drexel was missing.' 

"Five days after the D'Amato shoe dropped, Jackson reported, Drexel's 
chief executive and 35 other Drexel executives from New York donated $500 each 
to Senator D'Amato's campaign. D'Amato called the timing 'absolutely 
coincidental."' 

FORMER SENATOR JACOB JAVITS' REAL 

ESTATE INTEREST CONNECTIONS 

Prior to D'Amato's 1980 election to the U.S. Senate, New York was represented in the 
Senate by a liberal Republican lawyer named Jacob Javits -- who passed away in 1986. At 
the same time· Javits was supposed to be representing the interests of the people of New 
York, his law firm was also representing the special interests of U.S. real estate companies. 
As Jack Anderson and brew Pearson's book, The Case Against Congress, noted in 1968: 

"Few legislator-lawyers will admit that they draw more than token incomes 
from their law firms. One of the more candid is Senator Jacob Javits, R-NY, who ... has 
confessed that he lives on the income from his law practice ... He has been less open 
about his law clients, who are discreetly omitted from the Martindale-Hubble legal 
directory. Nevertheless, his blue-chip 'firm -- Javits, Trubin, Sillcocks, Edelman and . 
Purcell -- is known to represent some of the nation's greatest real estate trusts, 
including the First National Real Estate Trust of New York and the Crown Zellerbach 
Corporation. This does not seem to have inhibited Javots from voting on real-estate 

legislation." 

NEW YORK DEMOCRATIC SENATORIAL CANDIDATE ROBERT 

ABRAMS' TRUMP CONNECTION 
Like New York's former U.S. Senator Javits, New York State Attorney General Robert 

Abrams has associated closely with special real estate interests. To finance his 1982 re­
election campaign for New York State Attorney General, for instance, Abrams asked 
"about 100 friends and former Abrams contributors to donate $7,500 apiece, payable in 
$2,500 installments," according to the January 1, 1980 issue of The New York Times. By 
January 1, 1980, ten of these Abrams supporters had made out their initial $2,500 checks to 
his "People For Bob Abrams" fund-raising committee. Five of these pre-January 1, 1980 
Abrams campaign sponsors were real estate developers. The other real estate developers 
who had dished out $2,500 to sponsor Abrams' 1982 campaign by J~ -,·1ary 1, 1980 --in 
addition to Donald Trump -- were Bernard Rodin, Larry Silverstein, Sylvan Lawrence and 

Bernard Mendik. 
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NEW YORK DEMOCRATIC SENATOR ROBERT ABRAMS' COLLECTION OF 

PRO-NUCLEAR ISRAEL SUPPORT GROUP AWARDS 
Although Abrams is campaigning to represent the people of New York in the U.S. 

Senate, in the past he has accepted a number of awards from groups which specialize in 
lobbying for the special interests of the government of Nuclear Israel or specialize in 
shifting funds from the U.S. to the government of Nuclear Israel. By the late 1980's, for 
instance, Abrams had accepted the following awards: B'Nai B'rith's Brotherhood Award; 
Bronx Hadassah's Man of the Year Award; The nonist Organization of America's Louis 
D. Brandeis J\ward; the State of Israel Bonds Award; and the United Jewish Appeal's 
Scroll of Honor. Given his acceptance of such awards, it's not too likely that Abrams would 
ever vote to ban all shipme.nts of U.S. weapons to all governments in the Middle East, 
including the government of Nuclear Israel. 

NEW YORK DEMOCRATIC SENATORIAL CANDIDATE ELIZABETH 

IIOLTZMAN'S HADASSAH, HARVARD AND COP CONNECTIONS 

Like Abrams, former Brooklyn District Attorney, Elizabeth Holtzman, also isn't too 
likely to vote to ban U.S. weapaons shipments to all governments in the Middle East -­
including the government of Nuclear Israel -- since Holtzman is a lifetime member of 
Hadassah. Although Holtzman was supposed to be representing the interests of people in 
Brooklyn between 1976 and 1981 in the U.S. House of Representatives, during these same 
years she worked for the special interests of Harvard University by serving on its board of 
overseers in Massachusetts -- at the same time Harvard was competing for federal funds 
with New York universities like CUNY and SUNY. As the Brooklyn D.A. in the 1980's, 
Holtzman also has worked closely with the New York City cops to lock up many 
economically impoverished people in Brooklyn -- including a disproportionate number of 
African-American men. 

NEWYO.RK DEMOCRATIC SENATORIAL CANDIDATE GERALDINE 

FERRARO-ZACCARO'SRECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Like former Brooklyn D.A. Holtzman, former Queens County Assistant D.A. Ferraro­
Zaccaro has also specialied in working with New York City cops to lock up poor folks. As 
Ms. Ferraro-Zaccaro wrote in her 1985 biography, Ferraro: My Story: 

"As a prosecutor in the DA's office in 'Queens, I had put my share of criminals 

in jail." 

Although Ms. Ferraro-2.accaro has attempted to market herself as a representative of 
U.S. feminists since the 1980's, she got her job as Queens prosecutor in 1973 as a result of 
her family relationship to a prominent Democratic Party male politician. As My Name Is 
Geraldine Ferraro: An Unauthorized Bi02raphy by Lee Michael Katz noted in 1984: 
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" ... The perfect opportunity presented itself in November, 1973. Geraldine's 
cousin, Nicholas Ferraro, had just been elected Queens District Attorney on the 
Democratic ticket. This meant he had almost 100 vacancies to fill for assistant 
prosecutors ... Gerry 2.accaro wanted to have a part of that action ... Nick's election 
proved to be a fortunate stroke. Nicholas' father and her father had always been close, 
and Gerry was sure she could convince her cousin to appoint her to one of the 

positions. 

"There,were two major problems: Gerry had no criminal experience as an 
attorney and Nicholas was concerned that the appointment might be viewed as 

nepotism ... 

"She asked her cousin Nick for a job ... The search committee was headed by 
Mario Cuomo. Gerry passed the screening committee's scrutiny ... She got the job." 

See CANDIDA TES On Page 18 
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Well, here we are again! With the re-opening of Tompkins Square Park on August 25, the 
neighborhood has been once again flooded with huge numbers of kops, not seen since the 
park battles of years ago. Since the re-opening, kops have been racing around the park at 
break-neck speeds in their scooters and cars, often narrowly missing pedestrians--now we 
know why they had the walkways altered and widened! 

--------------------
In the aftermath of protests against the curfew, which has included the use of Krazy Glue 
and toothpicks in locks around the park, some kops have been trying a new ploy--the soft 
approach. Acting as "cool" kops and not ticketing people for opeh beers or harrassing 
them for petty bullshit, which kops enjoy so much, these kops have been hanging out with 
some groups of people in the park, sometimes in uniform and ~me times in civilian clothes, 
laughing and joking around, and trying to get them to talk. These kops have been observed 
pulling out -their memo books and jotti!)g down information they scammed from the people 
they just left. Remember this: DON'T TALK TO KOPS!! Don't think that you will get more 
information from them than they will get from you--they are trained especially for this 
purpose! If these "cool" kops approach you and your friends, you could remain silent or 
better yet, tell them to get the fuck a\\'.ay from you! You don't. have to talk to them, and you 
shouldn't anyway--why give comfort to the enemy? 

Kops have another method of dealing with Tompkins Square people--the hard approach. 
They make lots of petty arrests for "offenses" like "Disorderly conduct" or "Obstructing• 
governmental administration" (both for not moving fast enough when the kops push you), 
"Assault" (when the kops beat l'.Q!! up), and "Resisting arrest" (when you ask questions like 
"what's the charge?" or "are you a kop?" when.you suddenly find yourself getting grabbed 
for no apparent reason.) Since most of these are "violations," the least serious type of 
"crime," kops could simply give "Desk Appearance Tickets" or summonses, but instead they 
take people to the police precinct (usually the 7th precinct on Pitt Street since they fear 
demonstrations at the 9th precinct on East Fifth Street). Once there, they decide whetl;ler 
or not you will go through the system for 24 hours or more based on whetherl>rJtli>t. you 
were arrested in or around the park in the past year. If you were arrested previously, they 
call you a "recedivist" and make you go through the system. 
In reality, a recedivist is one who has been convit:ted of the same crime they are being 
arrested for again. In the case of violations and misdemeanors, this means nothing because 
one arrest has nothing to do with another, especially if the old case has been disposed of. 
Only in the case of felony convictions do they matter, and then only for determining your 
sentence, based on an accumulation of felony convictions, n.Q! arrests! But why should any 
of this matter to the kops? They don't have to obey the law--they are the law! 

During the initial curfew protests in and around the park, several kops have been spotted 
on surrounding roof tops monitoring the crowds below. Apparently, residents in more than 
one of these buildings have been locking the roof doors from the inside, trapping the kops! . 
After one such episode, roof-bound kops called down to a man watching a demonstration 
from his fire escape to let them out. When he opened the roof door, they drew their guns in 
a, combat stance and shook him down. The man, who previously had no sympathy for 
Tompkins Square demonstrators, now has a healthy dislike for the kops! 

Well, it looks like 9th precinct Executive Officer Captain Hanley has been replaced by 
Captain Rosiello. The SHADOW, acting on a tip, asked Hanley if he was being "rotated," 
before he was moved, but he denied it--maybe we knew something he didn't! ("XOs" are 
routinely rotated every two years or so to other precincts.) 

More KOP WATCH On Page 14 
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These kops were seen at the Washington Square Smoke-In in July: 
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These kops have been seen regularly around Tompkins 

~quare lately: 
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