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MAYDAY 29 DEFENDANT GETS ONE YEAR IN JAIL!! 
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KENNY (2nd from left) PUSHED BY COPS AS THEY RUSH STAGE TO BEGIN MAY 1, 1990 RIOT 
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ACTIVIST JAILED 

AFTER PIG FRAME-UP!! 
By A. Kronstadt 

On the morning of April 6th, 
anarchist and squatter activist Kenny Tolia 
was sentenced to one year on Rikers Island 
for "incitement to riot." Kenny was the only 
Lower East Side activist to be convicted of 
any of the charges in the 3½ month trial of 
the Mayday 5 ( originally the Mayday 29). He 
was acquitted of felony riot charges in that 
trial, along with activists Lori Rizzo and 
John the Communist, but was convicted of 
incitement, a Cla~ A misdemeanor. He 
received the one year maximum sentence for 
that offense, although he had no prior 
convictions. Judge Richard C. Failla 
imposed this vindictive sentence in spite of 
receiving several letters from members of 
the jury recommending leniency. Failla 
denied Kenny bail pending appeal, and he 
was taken directly from the courtroom to 
jail. 

Kenny was arrested on the stage of 
the May 1, 1990 Resist to Exist/Squatter 
Mayday concert in Tompkins Square Park 
after police charged the bandshell to shut off 
the power one minute after the sound 
permit expired. This happened on the fourth 
night of the Squatter Mayday festival, which 
had ended peacefully and in accord wJth the 
permits for the previous three nights. A 
band was still playing when the cops rushed 
the stage, and Kenny was on the bandshell 
dancing, along with thirty other people. 
Kenny was beaten bloody by the cops, who 
were led by Deputy Inspector Michael 
Julian, then commander of the Ninth 
Precinct. He was held in jail twenty-four 
hours longer than the other defendants 
because the cops claimed to have "lost his 
paperwork." Upon leaving jail, he found 
himself charged with felony riot, a~ult on 
an officer, and incitement to riot. The 
a~ult charge was eventually dropped, and 
he went to trial on the riot and incitement 
charges. 
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STATEMENT OF UNl1Y 
Admit It - you're not going to vote! And why should you? The Democrats are no 

different then the Republicans and electing one rich parasite over another won't 
change anything. Hope for the future lies with the people and not the current 
polltlcal system! From homeless people seizing abandoned buildings to women 
developing contingency plans to·provlde safe abortions if Roe v Wade is overturned, 
community empowerment Is the only solution. Come to New York City, July 11th 
through 17th to sow the seeds of a better society where resources are shared, the 
Ecosystem Is not plundered, all cultures are respected and discrimination is 
eliminated. 

The Democrats have acted 88 collaborators with the twelve year Reagan/Bush 
clampdown on human rights worldwide. Both parties endorse the continuing 
massacre of lraql people through the current economic sanctions. Military invasions 
of Grenada and Panama, air attacks against Libya, covert operations to facilitate 
U.S. Interests abroad, the Democrats have supported them all. Our rights are 
revoked under the guise of the phony "War On Drugs.• The United States imprisons 
more of Its own people than any other country, and both parties want to lock up 
more. Many are In )all for no other crime than opposing the government. The AIDS 
crisis Is growing with 1 In 250 Americans currently testing positive, and yet the 
response from Washington Is Infected with fear and ignorance. Disease infested 
shelters are the politicians' answer to homelessness. 

America Is sinking Into a new depression; the gap between rich and poor is 
wider than It has been since 1928. Candidates eulogize the middle class and 
promise vengeance by •get tough on poverty" programs such as "boot camps• and 
•work fare•. Those who sit In the seats of government see no further than their short­
term profits. They Invest In weapons systems rather than health care or education. 
The economy Is addicted to cheap labor and natural resources, and there Is nothing 
these so-called leaders won't do to make sure It gets Its fix. They wlll klll for oil, 
clear-cut a forest, dump toxic wastes Into rivers and move factories to where there 
aren't any unions. In the "New World Order,• the U.S. and Its allles are the "global 
bullles" who manipulate world polltlcs and markets to suit their own agendas. 

The longer this system continues, the longer It wlll klll people - only It's not so 
far off anymore, Its right around your corner or down the street. We are llterally 
starving _for change. The Democrats are coming to New York City to pretend they 
represent the change we need. We plan to gather In Central Park the week of the 
convention to show America_ what real change could look llke. We w/11 come together 
from all over the country to promote real alternatives based on empowering people 
and not government bureaucrats. Those from the local area wlll do as much of the 
ground work for our •unconventlon• 88 Is possible and practical, but everyone who 
Is coming Is encouraged to bring whatever they can contribute. Non-hierarchical 
councils wlll be held where visions and strategies can be shared, debated and 
developed: demonstrations, street theater and other direct actions wlll be 
democratically planned to represent the Ideas of us all. 

Together, we can deliver this wake-up call to complacent America. We wlll not 
vote. We wlll work for real change. 

Unconventional Action invites you to participate in a week of actions in New York City 'f 

during the pemocratic National Convention, from July 13-17 at Madison Square Garden. 
We have applied for permits for a week-long encampment in Central Park and we have 
been reaching out to activists ail around the continent. Within the next few weeks, we will 
be publishing a newsletter with up ~o date information about the convention, the latest 
dirt on the candidates, practical info for people coming from out of town and exciting 
updates on ail the fun that's being planned. Send art, ideas, fantasies and/or opinions to: 
Unconventional Action, 228 E. 10 Street #24, NYC, NY 10003, or call (212) 677-0655. 

FRAME-UP!! (Continued From Page l) 

At the trial, Kenny was accused by thirteen cops of having made four separate 
speeches on the microphone, the first of which was alleged to have occurred before 
Kenny arrived in the park and the last in the middle of a song when the lead singer had 
the microphone in his hand. The jury acquitted him of the riot charge, but convicted him 
of the incitement charge. Several jurors later volunteered that they had doubts about that 
verdict, but could not ignore the sheer number of cops who testified. It may be no 
coincidence that Kenny is the only one of the Mayday defendants who is suing the police, 
including now Inspector Michael Julian, one of the highest ranking brass in the NYPD. 

In his remarks to the judge before sentencing, Assistant District Attorney Dan Conolly 
said point blank that he wanted to make Kenny the scapegoat for the entire Mayday 1990 
riot. Having obtained no other _convictions among the people whom he regarded as 
activists in the Tompkins Square insurgency, he needed to ·make an example of Kenny in 
spite of the fact that Kenny was only found guilty of a misdemeanor. He told the Judge 
that "but for Kenny there would have been no riot" and that Kenny was responsible for 
the injury to P.O. Kevin Flynn, who was hit in the head with a bottle thrown by someone 
else while trying to handcuff Kenny. He also blamed Kenny, completely without 
substantiation, for the 1988 police riot in Tompkins Square and all of the other 
confrontations in the park over the past four years. Conolly emphasized that Kenny 
refused to crawl before the court, that he "showed no remorse" and continued to deny 
having made any speeches which caused a riot. He said that Tompkins Square Park was 
scheduled to reopen this summer and that it was necessary to "send a message" to the 
Lower East Side before the park reopened. 

Justice Failla, the first openly gay judge on the New York State Supreme Court, 
proved himself to be a gay public official in the fine tradition of Roy Cohn, J. Edgar 
Hoover, and Julius Streicher. Or maybe he had this warm feeling for prosecutors and 
cops since he's a former prosecutor himself. He began his sentencing speech by prattling 
over the First Amendment. He said that "it is the amendment closest to my own 
philosophy," that the cops and Parks Department had done everything that they could to 
uphold free speech at the Mayday concert -- and that the concert "could not have been 
accomplished without the city." Failla repeated Inspector Julian's lies regarding the 
permit, saying that the cops had granted three extensions before nine o'clock, when in 
fact they only granted one extension. He stated that "this defendant, at I.east (apparently 
he was assuming Lori and John's guilt in spite of the jury's verdict) acted like a child at 
bedtime, who is spoiled by being allowed to stay up until finally the child is not put to bed 
without a spanking". He lectured about Kenny's anarchism, implying that it was not 
sincere because he accepted student loans from the government. "I don't think our 
criminal justice system is designed to rehabilitate anyone," said Failla, adding that the 
purpose of sentencing is to deter the defendant and others like him. He also said there 
was "great care" taken with the jury selection, that the jury's vedict was "honest and fair." 
But he didn't feel the need to be either honest or fair himself: he ·then did an about face , 
disregarded the expressed wishes of the jury members, and imposed the maximum 
sentence he could. "The defendent was convicted of only a misdemeanor," Failla said, 
"but what he did was far more serious." Failla WISHED that Kenny had been convicted 
of the felony charge, it seems. Julian and other cops smirked from the audience as Kenny 
was sentenced. 

Kenny Talia is sitting in a bullpen on Rikers Island as of this writing. A vegetarian, he 
is forced to live on soggy spinach and white bread because only "members of organized 
religious groups" are entitled to special meals. He reports that he is getting along well 
with the other victims of the criminal justice system who are penned up with him, and 
that many of them have heard of Tompkins Square Park and the Mayday riot. Any of us 
who were in that park on that night could have ended up in the same situation that 
Kenny is in. We must show Failla, Connolly, Julian, and the other pigs that we are not 

dete~d. Tompkins Square Park must be made free again, like it was before these scum 
defiled it. Right now, Kenny needs correspondence from the outside to maintain his 
sanity. Please write to Kenny directly at Riker's Island at the address below, and inquire 
about visiting c/o the SHADOW. 

Se.nd letters to KENNY at Rikers 
Kenny Tolia #792-2401 
C76-IU 1010 Hazen St. 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370 
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WOMEN'S RIGHTS MARCHERS 
HIT WASHINGTON, DC!! 

By Pamela Franklin + Suzie Miles 

On Sunday, April 5th, close to a million people (NOW, the National O~ganization for 
Women, estimated 750,000, the parks service estimated 500,000) assembled in • 
Washington, DC to rally in support of abortion rights. "Why are we here?" asked actor 
Ron Silver from the steps of the Capitol to the cheering crowd. The answer was 
unanimous -- they were there to show ~at a woman's choice is a moral right, not a 
privilege. 

They came from all over the US ~- in buses, trains, cars, planes and by foot. They 
represented all walks of life, from white professionals, to emigrant laborers who could 
barely speak English. Some say feminism is dead, yet the march and rally proved that one 
doesn't have to claim to be a feminist in order to fight for reproductive rights. Toe crowd 
was predominately white and female, but men and children marched along side of 
women, proving that this is everybody's issue. 

At 10:00AM on the most beautiful day of Spring, people began to assemble in the 
centrally located Mall, which is a large grassy park near the Washington Monument. As 
the crowds poured in, they were immediately met by seemingly endless rows of crosses 
which were placed in the "Cemetary of the Innocents" by anti-choice protestors. The 
"cemetary" honored the female lives abortion foes say were lost to abortion. There were 
106 headstones for women who died during legal abortions since 1970; and 2,200 crosses 
for the female half of the 4,400 fetuses aborted daily in the US. Many people were lying 
face down_ among the crosses, while others walked through the memorial, quietly praying 
and fingermg rosary beads. Several motorcycle police guarded the memorial which was 
for many a graphic and emotional tug at the heart. 

Although there were small isolated confrontations, the two sides mostly avoided each 
~ther. Peop~e ~aused to reflect upon the message from the antis, but no one changed 
sides -- cont1?umg on to the rallying place with high, but determined, spirits. A platform 
was set up with speakers and entertainers such as repetitive ranter Karen Finley, and 
Sweet Honey in the Rock, which unified and built up the crowd's enthusiasm. At times, 
the rally had the atmosphere of a high school pep rally with cries and shouts which began 
on the stage, and carried back to all corners of the park. Other times, the raw emotion of 
the day brought tears to the eyes of many who had experienced what was described -- the 
horror of back alley abortions. Some embraced each other in quiet support, while others 
were aroused to militant outrage. 

The signs and chants expressed anger over the Pennsylvania abortion law which will be 
argued on April 22nd before the Supreme Court. The law includes provisions requiring 
parental consent, spousal notification and a 24-hour waiting period. The strictest law to 
challenge Roe vs. Wade (the Supreme Court decision which legalized abortion in 1972), 
the Pennsylvania law is designed to chip away at this landmark decision. Kathryn Kolbert, 
the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) lawyer who will argue before the court 
against the law, acknowledged that the odds will be against her in an interview with USA 
Today: "I'm going to the Supreme Court and I'm going to lose," she said. "The Supreme 
Court will use the case to overrule Roe directly or eviscerate." 

Lynn P. from New York City agrees. She attended the march because she realized that 
the government is trying to take away the freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution. "I 1 • 

saw how more and more restrictive laws are sneaking up on us to overturn Roe vs. Wade. 
I d~n't think that there has been any time as scary as now. It's not just this issue, it's all 
the 1ssu_es. A lot of people are angry about the fringe groups who are here -- everybody 
has thetr own agenda. I'll admit I find them distracting, but I'm glad they're here in a way, 
because we all have to stick together, or else we'll end up with nothing." 

Chris C. who attended the march and rally with her 61 year old mom, had wanted to 
attend the past few rallies. This year, she finally made the journey. "After all the 
demoralizing steps taken against women this year, the Anita Hill-Clarence Thomas 
hearings, the Kennedy rape trial, and the Tyson trial, I felt compelled, I had to go. And 
I'm glad I got off my butt. Even in this sea of people, I make a difference." She had to 
cajole her mom into driving down to Washington with her. Hesitant at first, the mother 

got into the spirit of things, and collected NARAL (National ·Abortion Rights Action 
League) signs, Planned Parenthood buttons, and stickers. Chris is sure that her mom's 
souvenirs will remind her of the day for a long time. Mom, who had never attended 
anything politcal before in her life, was surprised by the diversity of people. "I thought 
that there would be just fringe radicals, but here are blacks, whites, asians, old, babies, 
disabled people, men, women, gays and dogs. I have a wonderful feeling today. 
Everybody is polite and well behaved." 

~ther groups such as WHAM! (Women's Health Action and Mobilization), Queer 
Nation, and ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power) pointed out that all health 
care is political. Carrying signs with graphic color photographs of a self-help exam (a 
speculum inserted in a vagina), some activists pointed out that it is "not for gynecologists' 
eyes only." Tables were set up to demonstrate and explain menstrual extraction, a self­
help method of early abortion or removal of menses, which can be performed at home 
with a trusted friend up to six weeks into a pregnancy. 

Overall, the march and rally was peaceful. Police presence was minimal, except on 
Pennsylvan_ia Avenue in front ~f the White House. Although President Bush was away at 
Camp David, Refuse and Resist, an off-shoot group of the RCP (Revolutionary 
Communist Party), organized people to throw tennis balls at the White House. Written 
on them were statements such as: "Are you ready to be a mother?" Police barricades, cars 
and paddy wagons were lined up to keep people away from the fence, but the police, 
guards and SWAT teams were not able to keep people from throwing hundreds of tennis 
balls onto the _White House lawn. People were pressed tightly against the police cars and 
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took advantage of the situation to plaster political stickers reading: "Abortion on demand 
without apology," "Just veto Bush," "I am the face of a pro-choice America," "Support 
reproductive rights" and "Support vaginal pride." A stash of consfiscated tennis balls filled 
a squad car. Several police officers played toss and catch while the crowd yelled, "Throw 
it, throw it." 

The only targeted police action was taken against the Black Block, a group of young 
militant anarchists from eight different states who marched into the morning gathering at 
the Elipse. The approximately 100 black-clad young men and women with red bandanas 
covering their faces linked arms, pounded drums, played horns and carried banners in a 
dramatic show of solidarity for choice. They were escorted by more than 15 motorcycle 
cops and several officers on horse~ck. After a minor confrontation with anti-abortion 
people from "Operation Rescue" who were guarded by cops, the Black Block rejoined the 
pro-choice march. 

The march from the Elipse proceeded to the White House, then to the Capitol steps. 
People lined both sides of the street along the way. Many hung out of windows along the 
route, waving signs, and yelling in solidarity. Chants would start at the front of the march, 
which was led by Planned Parenthood President Faye Wattleton, Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, Jane Fonda and others, and would surge back for tens of blocks. Chants of "2, 4, 
6, 8, you can't make me procreate," "Not the church, not the state, women must decide 
their fate." "Free Barbara's Bush," "Choice--Now!!" filled the streets of Washington, DC. 

At the steps of the capitol, Ron Silver said that he was touched by the show of 
strength, but he wanted to address the reasons why the pro-choice Movement was losing. 
He addre~d those who were against it. "Why are we here? Why are we losing? Why are 
men making all the decisions? Why are men allowed to make laws that affect a woman's 
body? .. .If men can't recognize that a woman's body is her choice, then they should get off 
the hill!" 

Women's rights activist and Ms Magazine creator Gloria Steinem continued: "Are we 
going to vote for Bush to continue his anti-abortion laws?" "NO!!" was the response from 
the crowd." Are we going td'support a judical system without equal representation?" 
"NO!!" "Are we going to continue to fight?" "YES!!" And the crowd went wild. 

Although Presidential candidates Paul Tsongas, Bill Clinton and Jerry Brown were 
present at the rally and march, none of them was allowed to speak. The election was on 
everybody's minds however, and on quite a''few shirts as each candidate had supporters 
handing out literature, buttons and carrying signs as the candidates trfed to outdo each 
other in their "earnest" support of women's rights. 

This election year, freedom of choice has made a major difference. The overwhelming 
message of the rally was that politicians had better address this issue, or get out. NOW 
president Patricia Ireland bluntly summed up the crowd's sentiments, saying: "We're 
going to turn out of office people who don't support us. The reality is that we're tired of 
begging men in power for our rights. If the courts won't protect them, then Congress has 
got to enact laws to protest a woman's rights. And if Congress doesn't, then we're going 
to elect pro-choice women to Congress." 

Pro-choice women running for office include Carol Mosely Braun of Illinois, who is the 
first African-American woman running for Senate; Geraldine Ferraro, the 1984 
Democratic vice-presidential candidate ·now running for her party's nomination for the 
Senate in New York; and Barbara Boxer of California, running for Senate. USA Today 
has reported that GOP socialites Barbara Mosbacher and Barbara Gimbel have quit 
sending money to the Republican National Committee to protest GOP opposition to 
abortion rights, and that they are threatening to demonstrate at the ballot box by putting 
their votes behind candidates who favor abortion rights. Their movement, the National 
Republican Coalition for Choice, has grown from 2 chapters in 1989, to 30 chapters 
today. 
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COMMUNI1Y BOARD THREE WATCH: 

PAGAN'S SOLUTION TO AIDS: DEATH 
By Stuart Frankel 

City Council member Antonio Pagan distinguished himself at the ·March Community 
Board 3 meeting by staying away. He hadn't shown for the February meeting, either, but 
at least he sent a representative. This time, he didn't even do that. Pagan's predecessor, 
Miriam Friedlander, who was on the city council for 18 years, said she couldn't recall any 
other Community Board meeting that had been treated this contemputuously by the 
Council representative. 

Beginning April Fool's Day, Pagan will have six members of his own choosing on the 
board, but meanwhile, he has good reason to stay away. He is attempting to kill, behind 
closed doors, a proposed treatment center for chemically dependent people with AIDS 
that had been approved overwhelmingly by the Community Board. The director of 
Housing Works, an ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power) affliated group which 
proposes to build and run the center, went to the board meeting to protest, and the 
members of the board were hopping mad at Pagan. 

Killing the treatment center is important to Pagan: it's his first real test to see whether 
he can deliver to his constituents. That is, those people who are interested in "property 
values," and who want people they find unattractive to the neighborhood removed. 
Pagan, along with State Assembly members Sheldon Silver and Steve Sanders, and State 
Senator Martin Connor, held a secret meeting with Gregory Kalajian, the .acting 
commi~ioner of the New York· State Department of Social Services, and told him that 
they were unhappy with the project. 

Kalajian then called Charles King, director of Housing Works, and told him that this 
Gang Of Four had threatened to withhold the project's funding (Silver is the chairman of 
the Assembly's Way and Means Committee and can, in fact, withhold the funding if he 
wants) -- unle~ several conditions were met. 

These conditions were that the center treat only people from the neighborhood, that 
the center be drug free, and that the day-treatment program be scaled back. 

King responded that he expects the vast majority of clients at the center to come from 
the Lower East Side, but that it is illegal --unconstitutional, in fact -- to exclude people 
from other neighborhoods. Also, it makes no sense to insist that people be drug free 
before they enter a drug-treatment program. · 

But, as CB3 member Anne Johnson said, the Gang Of Four's conditions were phony. 
She expressed the view of the' majority of the board when she said, "This is just an 
underhanded attempt to kill the project.. .. I'm outraged at the sneakine~ of this, after 
Housing Works has gone through all the public procedures." 

Of the Gang Of Four, only Sheldon Silver sent a representative to the CB3 meeting. 
This was Judy Rapfogel, a patronizing yuppie whose blouse had insultingly padded 
shoulders. She said she had found King "intractable," and denied that Silver had 
threatened Housing Works's funding. She also said that the Housing Works project had 
been voted down on the West Side -- this is a lie, since Housing Works never made their 
proposal on the West Side! 

Later, Rapfogel told King in private that she didn't see what the problem was. "You 
can fill your program with PWA's (Persons with AIDS) who aren't chemically 
dependent," she said. King said, "Where do the people who are chemically dependent 
go?" Rapfogel responded, "That's another i~ue.: 

This exchange shows with startling clarity that politicians think in terms of empire 
building. Rapfogel a~umes that Housing Works is in busine~ to pimp for grant money 
and doesn't care what kind of project they build. After all, if she and her ~ are slimy, 
then everybody must be slimy. The idea that Housing Works may be in busine~ to treat 
the sick doesn't seem to have occurred 1.0 her. 

The facts are that there are 10,000 N drug users on the Lower East Side; Housing 
Works estimates that 80% may be HN positive. The number of treatment sites in the city 
for these people is zero. Pagan's Gang Of Four view these people as problems and just 
want them to die. (Gosh, wonder what they would say if WE advocated killing people that 
we think are problems .... ) 

On another topic, the Community Board voted to approve a proposal by the Busine~s 
in the East Village Association (BEV A, pronounced like "beaver" with a Brooklyn 
accent) to wrap Tompkins Square Park like a mummy and paint the shroud. They want to 
hang a canvas around the outer fence on May 9 (rain date: May 10; gue~ they haven't 
noticed that it often rains two days in a row) and have local artists and children's groups 
paint it. Painting would be by invitation only, and BEV A would i~ue the invitations. The 

NEEDLE EXCHANGE QUIETL. 

BACKED BY BUSH ADMINISTRATION 
By Nashua 

Members of the New York chapter of ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash 
Power) traveled to Washington DC on February 13th for a meeting with 
repreeentatlves of the Bush administration. The meeting had been arranged with 
Ingrid Kolb, the acting director of the Office of Demand Reduction of the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy. Kolb had criticized the failure of the White House to 
support relaxing laws that drastically limit the number of people wno can be 
prescribed marijuana for medical purposes. She had said the government's 
failure was tantamount to •medical terr~lsm• against people who benefit from 
marijuana. 

Pot has been shown to overcome the nausea associated with chemotherapy, 
to help people suffering from glaucoma and to stimulate the appetites of people 
with AIDS. Yet, despite the medical findings In favor of easing pot laws to allow 
doctors to prescribe It, only 13 people In the United States have official 
permission to smoke marijuana as a medical therapy. Recently, the Drug 
Enforcement Agency, despite a finding by one of their own judges that marijuana 
should be decrlmlnallzed, ruled that they will no longer allow marijuana to be 
prescribed because they say "alternatives• are avallable. 

While Kolb reiterated her support for medical marijuana, she was more reticent 
about needle exchange and funds for drug treatment. Kolb said that the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has banned any use of federal 
funds to pay for needle exchange programs, although she admltt~d that needle 
exchange programs are highly successful In stopping the spread of the AIDS 
virus. According to AIDS activists, failure to Implement needle exchange wlll 
force California alone to spend tens of bllllons of dollars to treat new AIDS 
Infections. 

Earlier that morning, at another meeting on Capitol HIii, Christopher Putala, a 
staff member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, dismissed the White House as 
"those nazls on the hlll" before Informing ACT-UP that HHS was quietly allowing 
federal funds to finance needle exchange programs throughout the country. 
According to Putala, HHS had Informed the Judiciary Committee that they would 
allow funding to be released for needle exchange programs If the Democrats 
wouldn't •go public" about the needle exchanges and •embarrass• the 
Republicans. 

New York City hasn't allowed a legal needle exchange since a small 
demonstration project started under former Mayor Koch was kllled by the 
Dinkins administration. Since then a number of protesters from ACT-UP and the 
National AIDS Brigade have been acquitted In trials In Manhattan after publicly 
distributing needles during civil disobedience actions. 

ANTI-WAR ACTIVIST ACQUl'rfED!! 
By A. Kronstadt 

Anti-war activist Sean Hellier was a~uitte'! .on MarchJ Oth of assaulting a court officer 
during a courtroom melee last year. The jury of nine women and three men returned 
their not guilty verdict after three hours of deliberations. 

Hellier was one of the War Parade 18, who were arrested while protesting the 
"Operation Welcome Home" parade on June 10, 1991, celebrating the United States and 
their allies' "victory" in the Persian Gulf War. At the first pretrial hearing at 100 Centre 
Street, the judge ordered the courtroom cleared after one of the defendants goose­
stepped up the aisle when his name was called and gave the judge a "Heil Hitler" salute. 
Court officers immediately started gr~bbing people who looked like protestors, roughing 
them up and throwing them through the swinging doors of the courtroom. Hellier, who 
was reaching for his briefcase preparing to leave the court, was grabbed around the neck 
by Court Officer Sullivan who was then joined by several other court cops who dragged 
Hellier out into the hall. Hellier then found himself charged with second degree assault 
on C.O. Sullivan, who accused Hellier of breaking his nose. (Hellier's charges stemming 
from the war parade itself were dismi~d at a later hearing. Nine activists still face 
misdemeanor charges stemming from that parade.) 

canvas would come down either that night or the next day. . . 
BEV A has a bad history. The aim of BEV A is supposed to be to improve the business ~ ~ assault tnal, which began on March 2nd, pitted the legal mind of Leonard 

climate in what they call the "East Village." They got certified as a non-profit organization Wemgla~, one of the attorneys for the Chicago 7, against that of ~istant District 
because of pro bono (free) work done for them by Liz Shollenberger, a rabid right-winger Attorney Bosco. The bland and balding Bosco, who spoke as rapidly as a tobacco 
who not only worked hard to close Tompkins Square Park along with Pagan, but also said auctioneer, was no match for Weingla~. The case against Hellier was pitifully weak. The 
that abortion rights shouldn't concern lesbians because they don't have children. only witne~s who claimed to see Hellier flail his arms and punch Sullivan were Sullivan 

Because of their non-profit status, BEV A gets a lot of money from the Department of himself a~d two other court cops. A lawyer and former employee of the DA's office, who 
General Services (over $20,000 last year). They've planned a lot of projects (a map of the had been m court for a case unrelated to the war parade, was called by the prosecutor. 
neighborhood, an ad campaign they had lined up a volunteer ad agency for, "East Village He stated that he had not seen Hellier swing at or strike the court officer. Neither had 
Days": a huge street fair) -- but they've dropped every one. They do publish a little the c~urt clerk, who was also called by the prosecution. None of the forty people who 
newsletter (and BEVA head Kathy Kirkpatrick, the owner/manager of Life Caft, is said were m the busy cou~room as defendants in non-political cases were called to the witness 
to pay her boyfriend out of BEVA funds to put it out), but that's all they do. stand_by the prosecut10~. DAB~ also failed to subpoena the doctor at Beekman 

BEV A is probably not, as many people think, a front organization for Antonio Pagan. Hospital who had examined Sullivan on the day of the incident, instead calling to the 
They're much too stumble-bumble for that. Instead, as one local merchant (and former stand an eye, ear, n~, and_throat spec_ialist who had examined the court cop two weeks 
BEVA member) told the Shadow, "They're people who are not originally from this after the melee. He did te~ttfy that Sullivan had a broken nose, but Sullivan admitted on 
neighborhood. They have a vision for this neighborhood, and they want it to look like the st~nd that he had prevmusly suffered from a deviated septum which was incurred by 
somewhere else ... like Columbus Avenue." sneezmg long before Hellier had allegedly hit him. Weingla~ pointed out in his 

Which makes them natural Pagan allies. Last summer, Pagan campaign worker Chris summation that Sullivan's crooked nose deviated to the left while 
Windgren started showing up at BEV A meetings. (Windgren doesn't run-a busine~ in the he was claiming that Hellier had struck him with his right fist. This made it highly unlikely 
"East Village"; in fact she was unemployed at the time.) Windgren kept quoting Pagan's that the defect in the officer's proboscis had anything to do with the courtroom 
campaign manager Howard Hemsley, and got chummy with Kathy Kirkpatrick. Many ~n~ontation. ~e ~leaguered_ ~ fi~ally ended up S<:raping the bottom of the barrel 
merchants were offended by the politicization of the organization, but Kirkpatrick said, m h~s cr~:exa~mnatmn of Helller, 1mplymg that the fact •hat Hellier was wearing a suit 
"I'm just trying to get help from anyone I can. I learn a tot from these people." to his tnal implied that he was guilty and trying to hide something. 

In spite of her bad intentions, though; Kirkpatrick seems, as a former collegue put it, None of this washed with the jury, which was a group of well-dre~d citizens whose 
"programmed for failure." At the CB meeting, Pagan ally Krystyna Piorkowska had never average age m~t ~ve been over fifty. Judge Lowe had_ refused to allow defense counsel 
heard of the Tompkins Square Mummification proposal. Board member Tony Pupello to ask ptospect1ve Jurors about their opinions on the Gulf War, causing the defense some 
(who often supports Pagan) had never even heard of the organization. So much for trying worry over the _composition of the jury. The foreman pf the jury, an older gentleman who 
to generate favorable publicity! was an opera smger, told the defense counsel that he didn't trust the court officers' 

It's not -clear BEV A can pull off their Tompkins Square Mummification on May 9th. testim~ny be~use they could ~ot even describe the person whom they were accusing of 
The city wants to rip up the sidewalk around the park. They're supposed to have a new assaulting Sullivan. He also said that the court cops' depiction of an incident shortly 
sidewalk in place by July 7th, but they don't have a start date for the demolition. Even if before the melee in which Hellier put a woman's hat on his head in court indicated that 
the city doesn't pull the ground out from under them, BEV A's effort may fall apart just there ~as "S?mething homophobic going on". 
because Kirkpatrick is so scattered. Tots verdict, along with the recent acquittals in the Mayday trial, proves that the 

Maybe the community should help them. We could show up with our own materials on people of New York City are not going along with attempts by the government to 
May 9. Even though BEVA is a little suspect, the idea is not completely stupid, and suppre~ political di~nt through random arrests backed up by cop perjury. We are 
,there's no reason it should fail j ~t bec~u~ tile BEVA people are 100% losers. . • beginning t_o_~ ; .t~~t Ne~ r ?rk_j uries can be made to understand resistance to 

,. $ ,,, • .,.,. ,, _ _ .. , .. ....... . ,. ... __ ·,_ , .... .. .,.,, ...... __ -.. .. ~ . - ... - . - . ·.· •• ~.:.,, ... _ • • • c. ;.. • .. -. . ... ~..,.,,.-..;.....,.,..-,,..,..,.1,, .. -..l,1 ~:, outrag~'?~.~~l~c~ . .he.~~~ .. t'.1 :, -,,.:. ; _;,. ·-· -~, , •• ,. ..... _, . .. c:r •,•ic.,',. .. " ' •" 1 4 ~ , .. .. • _. -•- .: .•• ,,.,1 • "'-''•"•• .· I \-••#\ 
. , • • l -, ,_ re•·-• 

► . .. ...... 



Breathing in New York City is becoming almost impossible. If the car and truck 
exhausts, along with fumes coming from toxic wasteland in New Jersey aren't enough to 
keep you hacking, the city has some new plans in store for us. Rather than give recycling 
the chance it deserves, the city government has chosen to use incineration to deal with its 
increasing solid waste disposal problem. 

The City of New York is planning to upgrade three existing incineration plants in 
Brooklyn, which together burn 1,000 tons of garbage a day, according to a report "Burn, 
Baby, Burn: How to Dispose of Garbage by Polluting Land, Sea and Air at Enormous 
Cost," issued by NYC Comptroller Elizabeth Holtzman's office. The report adds that 
these plants, located in Southwest Brooklyn, Betts Avenue, and Greenpoint (whi"ch is just 
across the East River from the Lower East Side), will burn a total of 3,000 tons of 
garbage per day. 

The city also plans to build new incinerators with a total capacity to burn 7,000 tons of 
garbage per day, and the city has already entered into a contract with a developer to 
build a 3,000 ton a day incinerator at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, which is also across the 
river from the Lower East Side, at the foot of the Williamsburg Bridge. (The Navy Yard 
incinerator is still waiting for New York State permits before it can proceed.) 

The city's incinerator plan, issued by Mayor David Dinkins, goes by the name of the 
"Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan." According to a news release issued by 
the New York Public Interest Research Group, the state's largest environmental . 
advocacy and lobbying organization (inspired by consumer advocate Ralph Nader), the 
mayor's plan includes a regional medical waste incinerator, construction of an ash landfill 
on Staten Island to handle the toxic residue left over after incineration, and additional 
incinerators in the Bronx, Staten Island and Brooklyn. 

Holtzman's report estimates that total construction costs will exceed $1.5 billion and 
that total operating expenses will be $763 million. The city is required under the proposed 
Brooklyn Navy Yard contract to supply 2,550 tons of garbage per day to the incinerator's 
contractor, and the city must pay fees regardless of whether or not it delivers garbage to 
be burned. The city will also be locked into using the incinerators for a full 20 years, 
regardless of health risks and new technology that makes incineration obsolete. 

Health risks which already exist, but which will increase to more dangerous levels 
under the increased incinerator plan, include escaping gases linked to cancer: mercury, 
benzene, hydrochloric acid, formaldehyde, and carbon monoxide. "Bottom ash", the left 
over residue to be removed after incineration, and "fly ash", the airborne particles 
released during incineration include known carcinogens: cadmium, chromium, nickel, 
benzene, dioxin, and known neurolgical and brain damage causing elements that include 
lead and mercury. In addition, metals contained in the toxic ash disposed at landfill sites 
leach into the ground, contaminating the surrounding groundwater. Children are most 
vulnerable to these pollutants. Exposure to these chemicals will contribute to mental 
retardation, asthma, bronchitis and cancer. The incinerators will also generate dioxin, the 
most toxic substance known to man. 

A 3,000 ton per day incinerator will burn about 1,000 tons of nitrogen oxide annually, 
contributing to the ever increasing ozone level (Ozone at high altitudes ~cts to filter out . 
ultraviolet rays; ozone at lower altitudes restricts breathing and irnpair., 'tieard~ricrlons'.,' '. '· '. 

, . . 
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NEIGHBORS ORGANIZE OPPOSITION 
One of many neighborhood groups organizing opposition to the city's incinerator plans 

is the newly-formed Lower East Side Coalition for a Healthy Environment (LESCHE), 
which held another of several meetings in the basement of St. Brigid's Church on March 
30th, featuring members of the New York Public Interest Research Group {NYPIRG), 
anti-incinerator activists and representatives of local elected officials. The large audience 
included concerned neighbors, local activists, and many mothers with their babies. 

Anti-incinerator activist Gerard Schriffin told the audience that the manufacturers of 
the incinerators, Wheelabrator/Waste Management of New Hampshire, say they will 
generate 14½ tons of lead, 5.3 tons of mercury, 2,972 tons of Sulphur Dioxide, many tons 
of sulphuric acid, nitrogen, hydrogen chloride, and more. 

THE SLEAZE FACTOR 
Why then has the city chosen incineration over recycling? As Arthur Kell of NYPIRG 

and Schriffin told the audience, it's GREED. Schriffin explained that though this 
technology is deadly, the city is hell-bent on putting them in because a few people are 
greedy. They explained that Mayor Dinkins' Deputy Mayor Norman Steisel has been the 
chief proponent of building incinerators. Steisel was the Department of Sanitation 
Commisioner under former Mayor Ed Koch. He received $100,000 for "work" done for 
the banking firm of Lazard Freres & Company, whose senior partner Felix Rohatyn is 
also the head of the Municipal Asistance Corporation (MAC), which bailed the city out 
of its financial mess m the 1970s. MAC, a coalition of the city's largest banks, investment 
firms and other financial and busmess interests, obtained control of the city's budget and 
allocation of funds for schools, hospitals, social services and other city services. According 
to Schriffin and LESCHE, Lazard Freres is underwriting 5% of the $2.6 billion cost for 
the incinerators, which is a conflict of interest. 

When Dinkins took office in 1990, Rohatyn chose Steisel for him as Deputy Mayor. 
Immediately, Steisel began pushing for incineration over recycling. Under Steisel's 
direction, the Sanitation Department said that recycling doesn't work, in spite of evidence 
to the contrary. In the area of Community Board 6 alone, where the recycling goal was 
25,000 pounds per year, the result was 125,000 pounds recycled! In spite of similar results 
throughout the city, Steisel had the recycling program cut back before it had a chance to 
get off the groun_d. 

PAGAN SNUBS NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 
Of the local elected officials invited, three sent their representatives to the meeting, 

one ignored the meeting, and only one showed up in person. Raul Guevarez, representing 
Manhattan Borough President Ruth Messinger, said that she was against incineration and 
for recycling, but added that funds for the Brooklyn Navy Yard incinerator are still 
included in the budget. Judith Rapfogel, representing corrupt State Assemblyman 
Sheldon Silver, said that he's "battling this proposal" and trying to get the Navy Yard 
incinerator out of the budget. NYC Controller Elizabeth Holtzman's representative only 
mentioned a recent forum on the environment sponsored by Holtzman. Not surprisingly, 
the City Councilman "elected" to "represent" District #2, (which includes the Lower East 
Side, across the river from the Navy Yard), Antonio Pagan, never bothered to show up or 
even send a representative to the meeting. 

The only elected official to attend was City Councilwoman Kathryn Freed, who 
represents District #1, which encompasses the area just below District #2. She said that 
she opposes incineration, that the city loses money on its recycling program due to_iJs . 
failure of commitment to recycling. She warned that near the state reservoir in Croton, 

New York, there are plans to incinerate toxic waste pools containing cadmium and lead 
(according to Department of Environmental Protection plans!!), that would pollute the 
drinking water for the rest of the state. She also told the audience that $4 million has 
been spent so far on consultants for Dinkins' "Solid Waste Management Plan." She said 
that she will vote against incineration, but added "we need a new mindset", suggesting 
clo.th bags instead of paper and plastic bags, re-chargeable batteries instead of 
disposeables, among other ideas. 

Anti-incinerator activists Schriffin and Sam Bishop emphasized that the situation is not 
hopeless. Together, they said they have successfully stopped 17 out of 17 incinerators they 
have tried to stop from being built, including one at Beth Israel Hospital on East 16th 
Street and one at Rockefeller University at 66th Street and York Avenue. Bishop 
warned: "whoever is quiet gets the incinerator." Their method of success has been getting 
the community and environmentalists involved and speaking with elected officials and 
making it clear that they will be voted out if they allow incinerators to be built. 

Beside this, activists must join with their neighbors and go beyond the electoral process 
for some direct action to bring the message to those who hold the safety and health of 
ourselves and our children in their grubby little fists that we will not tolerate their 
incineration madness for their greed and profit!! 

FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT: 
NYPlRG-9 Murray St., New York, N.Y. 10007 (212)349-6460 FAX:(212)349-1366 

LESCHE-P.O.Box 20488, New York, N.Y. 10009 (212)420-06~~ tf;~,-
SHADOW ADVERTISING RATES: _.., _ ---.. , - :1f 
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(SHADOW Dlsclalmer: "The Information that follows has been obtained 
through various publlshed books and Is Intended as a review of that 
Information. We do not suggest that anyone break any laws, nor do we 
expect the Information contained herein to help anyone who Isn't 
planning to break the law anyway.•--Chrls Flash, Editor) 

(Author's Disclaimer: •This lnformatldn Is for revolutionary purposes only. i 

If you use this Info to rip-off your brothers and sisters, I hope they catch 
you and break your fingers so you can never use this In a counter­
revolutionary manner agaln"--J.T.P.) 

"There is No unpickable lock, unclimbable fence, or unbreakable safe. Planning, patience 
and persistence have it."--Scott French in The Big Brother Game 

Learning to pick locks requires a set of picks, a working knowledge of the lock itself 
and lots of practice. But by the end of this article, you will be able to make your own set 
of picks, learn about pin tumbler locks and how they are made, and learn some good 

picking exercises. 
To get started, you will need the following materials and supplies: 

1. A small tray to hold pins, drivers and springs 
2. A pin cylinder lock (fig.1 ). Most hardware stores and all locksmiths carry this type of 

lock and it usually costs between $5-$10. Make sure the plug (fig.2) is retained by a round 

plate and 2 screws. 
3. A plug follower (fig.3). You can buy this at your local locksmith or use a ½" wooden 

dowel. 
4. A pair of tweezers for removing and inserting pins, drivers and springs. 
5. A set of picks and a tension wrench. Fig.4 shows a full size set of picks. These are 

usually made from clock spring steel (the strips, not the sheets, although any source of 
steel approximately .025" thick may be used. The best sources for this type of steel are 
hack saw blades and steak knives. 

Photocopy fig.4, cut out a copy of the pick you wish to make and glue it onto your 
hacksaw blade (fig.5). Using a file or electric grinder you can shape your pick. A tension 
wrench can be made from .025" x .125" flat stock steel 5" long. Simply bend the bottom 

½" into an "L" shape. 
6. A well lit area to work in. 
7. A vice to hold your cylinder while you practice. 
(Fig.2 shows a cut away view of a pin cylinder lock (also called a pin tumbler lock) with 

the names of the various parts. These names should be memorized.) 

Okay, ready? Let's do it. Remove the two retaining screws and the retaining plate. 
Inserting the key into the keyway will allow you to raise the pins to the shear and thus 
turn the plug. (You will notice that plug can be turned in either direction. With the 
retaining plate in place, most locks will only turn in a clockwise direction.) 

Now, carefully pull the key from the front to remove plug. This is where the plug 
follower is used. As you remove the plug from the front, insert plug follower from the 
rear and slowly push forward. Care has ~o be used here or you are going to have top pins 
(drivers) and springs flying everywhere! 

The bottom pins should remain in the plug, while the drivers (top pins) and spring 

remain in the shell. Now, slowly remove the plug follower so that you can remove the top 
pins (drivers) and springs one at a time and place them in your tray in order of removed. 

If you do not have a key for your lock, you can shim it open (fig.6). Most locksmiths 
will sell these directly to the public or you can use an automotive feeler gauge. Starting 
from the rear, insert the shim between the plug and the shell. Now, use a feeler pick 
(fig.4) to raise each pin until you can feel the shim go between the bottom pins and the 
drivers (top pins). Continue forward until the shim is between the shear line of all the 
pins. The plug can now be removed as though you had a key. 

To reassemble the cylinder, reverse the procedure. The springs and drivers (top pins) 

pins are loaded into the plug and inserted from the front while the plug follower is forced 
out the rear. 

By now, you should have a set of picks and a working knowledge of the most 
commonly used door locks in the United States! And you are ready to do some simple 
picking excercises. Start by removing all the pins and springs from your cylinder except 
one top pin (driver) and one spring. 

Now, reassemble your cylinder and insert the tension wrench in tfle bottom of the 
keyway with the handle in the 4:~ position (fig.7). Start with a feeler pick (also called a 
curved pick) and while using a slight clockwise force on your tension wrench gently lift the 
bottom pin with the feeler pick. When the she.ar line is reached, the lock should open. If 
you should lift the pins past the shear line, relax the force on the tension wrench and start 
over. 

Leaving your cylinder set up with one pin, try using your rake pick. This pick can be 
used like a feeler or by inserting it past the pins and quickly raking it toward you. The 
most common mistake when using a rake is too much pressure on the tension wrench. 

Another picking technique is to move the rake pick in and out real fast rather than just 
raking it out. 

When you feel ready, add one or two more sets of drivers and springs to your cylinder 
and again practice all of the picking techniques previously practiced with one set of pins. 

While using your feeler pick this time, you will notice an important short coming of all 

pin tumbler locks that aid in their being picked: ONE OF TIIE PINS WILL CATCH ON 
TIIE SHEAR LINE BEFORE THE OTHERS! 

You will feel the plug turn ever so slightly. If using two sets of pins, when the last pin is 
raised to the shear line, the lock will open. 

This "short coming" of locks is due to the intolerance inherent in their manufacture. It 
would be both difficult and expensive to manufacture with all the holes drilled the same 
diameter and in perfect line. They may look so to the naked eye, but with a little practice, 
you will discover that such is not the case. 

Therefore, when picking a cylinder having, say five, tumblers (most pin cylinder locks 
have 5-6 sets of pins), one of the five will catch first, allowing the plug to turn a small 
amount. This will be true with each of the remaining pins until the last one reaches the 
shear line. Then the lock will open. 

Usually, the cheaper the lock, the easier it is to pick. The key-in-knob locks in most 
homes are very easy to pick, due to their cheap construction. 

Continue practicing with two sets of pins until you feel proficient, then add another set 
of pins and practice, then another set, and so on, until you've mastered the lock. By now, 
you should have the confidence to buy more locks and practice on your own. So, good 
luck, and remember: there is more pride in stealing than starving. · 

For further research, the following books are available: 

The Big Brother Game, by Scott French. While most of the electronic equipment listed 
is out of date, the chapters on "Private Espionage","Locks and the Opening Tbereor•. and 

"Premise and Safe Attack" are well worth reading. 
Lock Picking Simplified, from Desert Publications. An excellent guide that is easy to 

read and understand. 
Advanced Lock Picking, by Steven M. Hampton. As the title suggests, this book covers 

more advanced locks like electronic locks, puzzle locks, and tubular locks, like the ones 

found, on cigarette and soda machines and washing machines. 

The following mail order companies are a great' source for picks, books and some of 

the most exotic equipment available, and they don't ask questions. (We recommend using 
a fake name and mail drop for receiving these items): 

Phoenix Systems, P.O.Box 3339, Evergreen, CO, 80439. (303)277-8101. Lock pick sets, 
"sli~ jims" for opening most car doors, and other curious devices. 

Delta Press, P.O.Box 1625, Dept.91W, 215 S. Washington St., El Dorado, AZ, 71731. 
Books and equipment. (Be aware of their strong fascist slant.) 

Paladin Press, P.O.Box 1307, Boulder, CO, 80306. (303)443-7250. Books and videos. 
Subject matter ranges from safecracking and burglar alarm bypassing to homemade 
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"The most violated human right in the world today is 
the right to freedom of expression" 
-Cees Hamellnk, International Institute for Mass 
Communication Research 

"We're living in an age of telecommunications where 
instantaneous messages are flashed around the wor:ld 
and black people are still encouraged to use the 
carrier pigeoJL It's insanity." 
-Mbana Kontako, Black Uberatlon Radio 

"You were put here to protect us, 

But who protects us from you?" 
-Boogie Down Productions, 1989 

A low-output commercial-free radio station has been 
broadcasting (or "narrowcasting", as they prefer to call it) 
since November, 1991, from a squat on the Lower East 
Side. (Tune in to Radio Free Loisaida on Thursday and 
Sunday nights from 7 to 10 PM on 88.1 FM.) 

The project grew out of the production of a 
television show for Paper Tiger Television by May Ying 
Welsh, Xav Leplae, Arike, and Mike Alba. The show 
features Tetsuo Kagawa, who sparked a "mini-FM boom" 
in Tokyo by designing a low-cost, low-power FM 
transmitter and sharing his knowledge with others. There 
are now about a thousand such stations in Tokyo, each with 
a broadcast area about a half mile in radius. The show will 
be aired soon on Manhattan Cable Television and it shows 
Kagawa building and testing a transmitter on the spot. 

Current Radio Free Loisaida participant 
Hammerbrain says he prefers the term "free radio" to 
"pirate radio" because of the historical connection of piracy 
with slave running. "Besides, we're not stealing anything-­
the airwaves belong to the people." 

The Sunday broadcast consists mainly of reports 
about the community and of music which would not 
normally be aired through the mainstream media, except 
for overtly misogynist, racist, homophobic or drug-oriented 
material. "The idea is that anyone can come over and get 
on the air, as long as they're basically progres.sive--anti­
imperialist, anti-establishment," says Hammerbrain. 

The Thursday broadcast is more politically oriented. 
It is done live, although some taped speakers such as 
Malcolm X and Noam Chomsky have appeared. "We try to 
get native, eyewitness discussion of events from Latin 
America and beyond. So far we've had people from Puerto 
Rico, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Ecuador, Colombia, and 
Haiti," says Hammerbrain. 

One goal of Radio Free Loisaida is to be an 
alternative not only to the network and commercial media 
but also to the traditional alternative media services like 
National Public Radio, student radio stations, or Pacifica 

ALGUNOS CONTENIDOS 
Y VALORES DE LA RADIO COMERCIAL 

SOME COMPONENTS AND VALUES OF 
COMMERCIAL RADIO 

... Y OTROS TANTOS ANTIVALORES QUE FORMAN 
AL NOMl!~E VIEJO CAPITALIST A. 

. ,.AND OTHER SUCH ANTI-VALUES THAT CREATE 
THE TRADITIONAL CAPITALIST. 

I WANT TO LIVE IN AMERICA 
(IN NORTH AME RICA ... ) 

5ANGRE5ANGRE5ANGRE 
5ANGRE5ANGRE5ANGRE 
6LOOD6LOOD6LOOD6LOOD 
6LOOD6LOOD6LOODBLOOD 

RADIO FREE LOISAIDA IS ON THE AIR!! 
By Cub Reporter 

News Service/WBAI-FM. "It's an alternative to the 
alternative. It's more grass roots. We're trying to demystify 
the electronic media. We want the seams to show." 

News read on the air comes mainly from local 
sources and events. They also present the Nicaragua 
Solidarity Network "Weekly Update." Another source of 
material is the New Liberation News Service from 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, an alternative wire service. 

One of the greatest inspirations for Radio Free 
Loisaida has been Black Liberation Radio, a free radio 
project in Springfield, Illinois. It is run by Mbana Kontako, 
a legally blind man, from his housing project. He has been 
harassed by the FCC (Federal Communications 
Commission) and the local police. Once, during a broadcast 
on white supremacy, a vigilante fired a .357 caliber bullet 
through his window, yet he continues to broadcast 24 hours 
a day on subjects of interest to the black community. His 
program is available to_ 70% of the African-American 
population of Springfield because they are concentrated in 
the same segregated housing projects. 

In 1978, the FCC began requiring that new FM radio 
stations operate at a minimum of 100 watts. Before then, 
stations with outputs as low as 10 watts could operate 
legally. The FCC is authorized to seize illegal transmitters 
and impose fines of $750 to $25,000 and those arrested 
could face up to five years in prison. Radio Free Loisaida 
operates at less than one watt, and has so fa r been ignored 
by the FCC, along with other low-output transmitters in the 
city, of which the FCC claims there are "a good half-dozen" 
operating in New York on a given night. 

In the summer of 1987 and the fall of 1988, a so­
called "pirate" AM radio station of 5,000 watts twice 

operated from a specially outfitted fishing vessel off the 
coast of Long Island for a few days. The ship, named 
"Sarah", was just outside U.S. territorial waters and was 
registered in Honduras. In a groundbreaking case , the 
FCC decided that the; broadcasts fell within their 
jurisdiction and they shut down the station after a highly 
publicized armed raid on the ship. The FCC did not 
prosecute those arrested, but their raiders (the real pirates) 
vandalized $150,000 worth of broadcasting equipment on 
the ship. 

Radio Free Loisaida has succeeded in transmitting 
its signal from the Tompkins Square area to as far away as 
the Brooklyn Bridge. The antenna used is a simple car 
antenna which is adjusted to the appropriate length for the 
frequency used. 88.1 FM was chosen because at the low 
end of the FM band the signal carries farther at a given 
power. The antenna is best placed at least six stories high. 
The transmitter and antenna are portable, and Radio Free 
Loisaida is interested in finding other locations from which 
to "narrowcast". (If your residence is near the roof of a tall 
building, they would like to hear from you at the address 
below.) 

NUEVOS CONTENIDOS Y 
VALORES DE LA RADIO PARTICIPATIVA 

NEW COMPONENTS AND VALUES OF 
PARTICIPATORY RADIO 

ECHEMOSLA TODA ... TODOS 

WE"LL GIVE OUR !!EST 
TOGETHER 

MAS FELIZ ES QUIEN DA 
QUE QUIEN REC1 6E 

YOU'RE !!ETTER OFF GIVING 
THAN RECEIVING H 

VALES POR LO QUE s6s Y 50 6~E 
TODO POR LO QUE HACES 

YOU VALUE WHAT YOO ARE AND a 
MOST OF ALL. WHAT YOU DO 

UNITE . ORGANIZATE , MOVILIZATE -­

UNITE, ORGANIZE, M061LIZE 1111W 
t DI057 COMO NO ... 

DIOS ES NEGRA 

GOD7 WHY NOT...GOD 15 A 
6LAC~ WOMAN 

AY NICARAGUA, 
NICARAGUITA 

MANANA, HIJO MIO TODO 
SERA DIS TINTO 

TOMORROW. MY SON, ALL 
WILL l!!E DIFFERENT 

t rATRJA 7 LA DE e<JLIVAR Y 
SANDINO 

• 
• 

COLECTIVIDAD 

COLLECTIVITY 

SOLIDAR,DA~ 

50!. IDA'-'!'V 

LUCHA 

STRUGGLE 

IGUALDAD 

EQUALITY 

RESCATE CULTURAc 

CULTURAL REGEN ERA <ION 

PAZ 

l'EACE 

INTERNACIONALISMC 

INTERNATIONALISM 

... Y T ANTOS 0~05 VALORES 
QUE VAN CONSTRUYENDO AL 
HOMl!!RE NUEVO . 

••. AND OTHER SUCH VALUES 
TH};f'aUAft 1'Ht ~Ew'.til'Mlt)1:c 
(l"E~)-

Radio Free Loisaida is part of a larger movement in 
New York, the Low Output Radio Access Project 
(LORAP), whose goal is to aid others in setting up their 
own free radio transmitters. It takes about half an hour to 
build one if you have all the parts, 90% of which can be had 
at Radio Shack. The other 10% are a bit harder to find but 
can be purchased from LORAP for about $2, at a savings 
of about $8 due to bulk purchasing. They will be holding a 
seminar near the end o( April (for more informat10n, write 
to Radio Free Loisaida at the address given below.) 

Hammerbrain hopes more local people will get 
involved by tuning in, mailing in comments, or by coming to 
the Life Cafe at 5:00 PM on Sunday to meet before the 
"narrowcast". The programming has evolved as a collective 
decision. Generally, whoever is interested can be on the air 
for part of the evening. "We want to emphasize the basic 
simplicity of the media. If you can tie your shoelace, you 
can put on a radio show. Your voice is just as worthy as 
any overpaid white male," Hammerbrain says. 

In time, the LORAP project may enable Radio Free 
Loisaida to trade tapes with a national network of stations. 
Another exciting possibility would be a periodic, citywide 
linkup of small transmitters, putting out the same program 

simultaneously. The local stations could take turns or agree 
by consensus on the material for the linked broadcast. 
Such a use of small "repeaters" in broadcasting could bring 
the performance of grassroots radio close to that of a large, 
commercial radio station. 

"With Radio Free Loisaida, the range is small. You 
can walk over and get right on the air. You can't do that 
with any other radio station. You probably don't even 
know where they're located. They're like an invisible, 
unreachable force ," says Hammerbrain. The potential uses 
for community radio are virtually unlimited. For example , 
alerting supporters of squatters threatened with eviction by 
radio could speed and supplement the Eviction Watch 
phone tree. Books could be read on the air for listening 
and for the blind. So stay tuned to Radio Free Loisaida, 
another voice for the voiceless in New York. 

For more information, please tune in and write to: 

Radio Free Loisaida 

P.O. Box 1656 

Peter Stuyvesant Station 

New York, N.Y. 10009 

Paper Tiger Television 

339 Lafayette Street 

New York, N.Y. 10012 

(Tune in Mondays at 7:30PM on Ch.16 + 
Thursdays at 4:30PM on Ch.17 

on Manhattan Cable Television) 

For more underground news, write to: 
New Liberation News Service 
P.O.Box41 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

• I 
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Of course, these plainclothes kops, not seen 
since the past few skirmishes with kops in 
Tompkins Square, happily posed for their 
SHADOW photos, with one asking what was 
planned for tl:le Democratic convention in 
July. (Hey--did Macy's tell Gimbel's?) 

av 
Well, here we are again!! The local kop 
scene here seems quiet enough, with the 
koppers still rousting street peddlers on First 
and Second Avenue, homeless people along 
Avenue A, and watching the fence around 
the park, which is barely standing after Parks 
Department workers removed the cement 
foundation--(It could collapse with just 

;f ~~!~!rople pushing it in just the right 

Anyhow, it looks like the kops have been 
preoccupied this month with the presidential 
election, guarding candidates Bill (Sleazy 
CIA-Bush co-conspirator) Clinton (See 
SHADOW #22--Ed) and Jerry Brown, both 
in town for the New York Primary election. 
Head kops, fresh from years of 
confrontations with activists in and around 
Tompkins Square, and seemingly unaware of 
any real threats to the candidates, have 
targetted them for surveillance and 
harrassment when attending Brown and 
Clinton's rallies. This was most blatantly 
apparent at Jerry Brown's rally at 
Washington Square Park on April 2nd, when 
Chief Hoehl (pronounced ass-"hole?") and 
Captain Frey assigned a squad of kops to 
surround a familiar Tompkins Square 
activist holding a banner, and more to follow 
and brush against two others in the park, 
including SHADOW editor Chris Hash. 

As always, thanks to all of our Kap­
Watchers who have been sending us info on 
the kops. Anyone can be and should be a 
Kap-Watcher too!! If you have any 
information, reports, stories, videos, photos, 
plate numbers, addresses, telephone 
numbers, and any personal details you'd like 
to see published and added to our files, 
please send it all to the SHADOW, P.O.Box 
20298, New York, N.Y. 10009, or call us 

_. oOII SAV CAN _at:(212)971-9611. 
;; Yov .Se:eor ~ 
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(THE SHADOW'S MAN IN THE SHELTER SYSTEM) 

"GOODFELLAS ON TIIE BOWERY!!" 
On a street that during its long career has reflected a large section of artistic America 

from Stephen Crane to Steve McQueen (a "ticketman" at the old "Muni" in the early 
fifties), it is indeed disheartening to find that the Bowery, the former "Boulevard of 
Broken Dreams" bas become an area of exploitation for organized crime! 

FBI documents examined under the Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) indicate 
that in 1985, the property of Frank Bara, pizza oven czar ($4 million sales in 1991) was 
used as the site of an organized crime family commission (ruling body) summit, or "sit­
down." (Outsiders are never permitted to even know of, much less attend, such events). 
This may have happened at his main office on the Bowery or around the corner at 24 
Prince Street. Bara's ties to the recently-indicted Genovese clan underboss Saverio 
("Benny Eggs") Mangano, who had operated out of the now-closed clubhouse at 101 
Thompson Street in Soho, have been well-documented. 

Pizza ovens, however, are not the sole interest of Mr. Bara as he is a large property 
owner down there, owning the profitable corner lot on the north side of Bowery and 
Prince Street. What distinguishes him, however, is his role as slumlord, the "jewel" in his 
portfolio being the flea bag/fire trap/druggie haven Sunshine Hotel which (again since 
1985) has been the beneficiary of an HRA (''Human Resources Administration", which is 
in charge of the city's shelter system--Ed) contract worth about $300,000 annually to him. 
It would seem that this is the centerpiece of a parcel assemblage on the south corner of 
Bowery and Stanton Street. . 

Given the above recently acquired information, it is becoming somewhat more clear to 
local residents as to the reasons for the wall of silence and evasion raised by local 
community "leaders" and city agencies when requested to inspect this particular location. 
On this, it might suffice just to relate that: 

1 ). New York's very ~ "Inspector General," the Department of Investigation, found: 
"Inspectors/code enforcement to be the group most corruption prone ... agressive corrupt 
inspectors are believed to make in excess of $20,000 to $30,000 a year from graft" (From 
NYC Department of Investigation's" A preliminary report on corruption in the 
Department of Buildings"--1974) 

2). That in 1988, five supervisors of HPD's (''Department of Housing, Preservation and 
Development," in charge of managing the city's housing stock--Ed) "In-Rem" program 
were convicted of taking "kickbacks" in exchange for funneling work to contractors and 
evading contract bidding regulations (People vs.Donfrio, Index #3293/88, NY County). 

3). The $2 million contract awarded by HPD (Again!) to a firm owned by a "made" 
(full-fledged) member of the Genovese crime family, l.azzarino Construction (NY Daily 
News, 6/26/89). The capstone comment on this might be in the 1990 report of New York 
State's "Organized Crime Task Force": "New York City inspectors do not appear to have 
a sense of the importance of their work in protecting the city's infrastructure and the 
public'~ health, safety and welfare" (Page 116)!! 

. The law enforcement community has show,n that the Genovese organized crime family 
1s the largest and, up to now, the most low-profile of the area's families, traditionally with 
a strong base in the village/Soho area and as we have recently found, on the Bowery. The 
recent heavily publicized federal trial and conviction of Gambino crime family head John 
Gatti with its resulting "power vacuum" now gives them the opportunity to become the 
sole dominating factor. Concomitantly, it also gives r-ise to the potential for conflict, with 
the "fault lines" running right through our community! 

The government, fresh from it's recent triumph against the "Teflon Don", can now 
concentrate on the enterprise of the "Eccentric Don" (Vicente Gigante, who is given to 
walkirig the streets in bathrobe and slippers) and on their myrmidons and "associates", 
such as Mr. Bara. Rest assured that a very large part of their investigation will be headed 
"Municipal Corruption." 
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ANOTHER SHADOW EXPOSE BY BOB FELDMAN: 

CATHOLIC CHURCH INCORPORATED: 

ORGANIZED RELIGION AND 

THE POLITICS OF ILLEGAL 

POLITICAL LOBBYING 
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"It would be a reasonable assumption that the value of Catholic real estate in 

New York City could reach $4 billion. ... Another index of New York 

archdiocesan wealth--its stock and bond investments--gained $56 million in 2 
years .... In fact, New York assets as a whole increased in value by about $800 
million since the 1982 report. Total revenues for New York were over $276 
million in 1984 .... " 
-Politics, Power and the Church: The Catholic Crisis And Its Challenge to 
American Pluralism b)· Lawrence Lader In 1987. · 

"Cathedral walls will glitter with their gold 

And the sermons speak through silver robes 
Build the castles amid the poverty 

Say the cannons of Christianity." 
-Phil Ochs In 1965 

As the court decisions in support of the St. Patrick's Day Parade Committee policy of 
excluding Irish Lesbian and Gay Organization (ILGO) members from Manhattan's 1992 
St. Patrick's Day Parade indicate, the Catholic Church Incorporated remains a powerful 
special interest group in the United States today. Because the Catholic Church Inc., along 
with Orthodox Judaism and Protestant Fundamentalism, lobbies in support of 
homophobia, forced motherhood, sexual repre~ion and socially conservative politics, the 
U.S. court system is more wining to sanction the denial of democratic rights for lesbians 
and gay men. 

THE ECONOMIC POWER OF CATHOLIC CHURCH, INC. 
Although organized religious institutions like the Catholic Church Inc. often claim to 

be working to help the poor and to not be concerned about material goods, they still like 
to accumulate material wealth and power throughout the U.S.--by exploiting the poor and 
investing in the material world the funds they collect from their appeals from the pulpit. 
As Politics, Power and The Church: The Catholic Crisis and Its Challenge to American 

Pluralism by Lawrence Lader noted in 1987: 

"The Reverend James A. Nash, executive director of the Massachusetts 
Council of Churches, set Catholic wealth at $100 billion in 1979. A few years before, · 
Martin A. Larson and C. Stanley Lowell made a detailed study of the religious tax 
records in 14 cities. Extrapolating from them, they estimated nationwide Catholic 
assets at over $168 billion, Protestant assets at $71 billion, and Jewish at $9 billion. 
Allowing for inflation, Catholic figures may well have reached $200 billion by 1986, 
certainly a cut above the $63 billion held by Exxon, the country's largest industrial 
corporation." 

THE ECONOMIC POWER OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
The Catholic Church Inc.'s material wealth in the U.S. is mainly controlled by Catholic 

bishops. According to Politics, Power and The Church: 
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"Most Catholic bishops in the United States take control of all real estate, 
stocks and assets in their dioceses, and no internal or external check can limit their 
power. The individual bishop and his aides reign as a one-man corporation." 

TAX EXEMPTION AND CATHOLIC CHURCH, INC. 
Although the U.S., state, and city governments often take nearly 50% from a working 

person's paycheck in the form of taxes, organized religious institutions like the Catholic 
Church, Inc. often are exempt from having to pay any taxes. As Politics, Power and The 
Church noted: 

"Tax exemption is obviously a munificent privilege, allowing religious groups 
to save hundreds of millions of dollars a year. It is the base from which Catholic wealth 
and power--and that of all religion--has stemmed." 

In exchange for being treated as a tax-exempt, religious organization, it is illegal for the 
Catholic Church, Inc. to engage in political lobbying. As Politics, Power and The Church 
observed: 

"The funneling of money collected in church into a political campaign, or 
supporting or attacking political candidates through church newspapers or any facility, 
is strictly forbidden by the United States Tax Code. Since contributions to all religious 
organizations are tax-exempt, the law prohibits direct political intervention in return 
for this exemption which may be worth hundreds of millions of dollars annually to the 
major faiths." 

CATHOLIC CHURCH, IN<;;.'S POLITICAL LOBBYING 
Although it is illegal for the Catholic Chu:-ch, Inc. to lobby in support of homophobia, 

-

forced motherhood, sexual repre~ion and its socially conservative political agenda, it has -
acted as a special interest lobbying group for many years in New York State. After 1921, 
according to Politics, Power and The Church, "the 'Powerhouse' on Fiftieth Street [St. 
Patrick's Cathedral], as the archdiocese office came to be dubbed, was the ultimate 
ruler" and "for decades tliereafter, it would be an accepted axiom that no piece of state or 
city legislation was even worth bringing to a vote until it had been cleared by the 
Powerhouse." 

After abortion rights demands were won by women's liberation groups and their 
political allies in the early 1970s, the Catholic Church, Inc. reorganized its political 
lobbying machine. In 1975, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops developed a 
nationwide "Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Activities" which "made every diocese and parish a 
political machine, harne~ing every priest, Catholic school, and church-sponsored 
organization to the passage of legislation outlawing abortion," according to Politics, 

Power and The Church. The following year, "In a letter on Diocese of Buffalo stationery 
on September 6 [1976], Bishop Edward D. Head ordered all priests to collect money at 
masses on November 6 and 7 [1976] that would be turned over to the [New York] State 
Right to Life Committee (NYSRTL)" and "For James Buckley's re-election race for the 
United States Senate, NYSRTL raised $200,000, part of it coming from such church fund­
raising held in cooperation with the New York State Bishops' Conference," according to 
Politics, Power and the Church. Another $44,000 was given to conservative Republican 
U.S. Senator Buckley's re-election campaign chest by the New York City Diocese. 
Around this time, the Village Voice concluded that "Secret minutes of more than a half­
~ozen NYSRTL board meetings, and a three inch stack of internal private documents 
indicate that NYSRTL, with fundraising assistance from the church, has directly 
intervened in scores of New York political races; both local and state-wide." 

WHO IS CARDINAL "SHADOW" O'CONNOR? 
Although Cardinal O'Connor has been quick to use his Catholic Church, Inc. 

leadership position to define the Irish emigrant members of ILGO as insufficiently Irish 
to march in the St. Patrick's Day Parade, O'Connor's mother was of German ancestry and 
O'Connor's father was born in the United States--not in Ireland. Although Cardinal 
O'Connor now claims the right to determine who can march past his cathedral on 
Manhattan's public street every March 17th, O'Connor is from West Philadelpbia--not 
from New York City. While attending West Catholic High School in Philadelphia during 
the 1930s, O'Connor "was so frail and small for his age that he was," ironically, 
"nicknamed 'Shadow'," according to Politics, Power and The Church. 

. ~ . 
, .... 

~,~:. 

Cardinal O'Connor comforts the afflicted, 

In-1952, Cardinal O'Connor began his military career as a Navy Chaplain during the 
Korean War and he later had tours of duty on destroyers, submarines, cruisers and with 
Marine ground forces during the Vietnam War Era. After serving as a Navy Chaplain for ~ 

27 years, Rear Admiral O'Connor retired from the Pentagon's Navy in 1979 and rapidly 
rose in civilian life within the ranks of the Catholic Church, Inc. 

CARDINAL O'CONNOR'S CARDINAL KROL CONNECTION 
In 1984, Cardinal O'Connor was appointed as New York City's Archbishop because 

"Pope John Paul II wanted a ruth!e~ hard-liner to force some orthodoxy" on the Catholic --
Church, Inc. heirarchy, "President Reagan needed a conservative ally in the country's 
richest diocese" and Philadelphia's Cardinal John Krol "wanted a successor in his right-
wing image," according to Politics, Power and The Church. The same book also observed 

See CATHOLIC CHURCH On Page 14 , ; .. ·· -~·· 
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