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At a City Hall press conference on February 28, 1992, City Council person Antonio
Pagan, accompanied by State Senator Martin Connor, and State Assemblymen Sheldon
Silver and Steven Sanders and City Council president Andrew Stein, declared their plan
for a one year moratorium on all permits issued for concerts and events taking place in
Tompkins Square Park when it re-opens later this summer.

Addressing the mainstream press and also members of WBAI radio and the
SHADOW, each elected official made a brief statement regarding the park.

Pagan began, saying they are "requesting a one year moratorium on concerts and
activities in Tompkins Square Park" due to "riots stemming from permits issued to
dubious organizations". He failed to mention that the riots have stemmed from police
actions in and around the park over the past three years.

Stein said he was writing Parks Commissioner Betsy Gotbaum and Mayor David
Dinkins "so people of the community can enjoy the park--1 support my colleagues on the
Lower East Side." Stein failed to elaborate on how concerts stopped people from
enjoying the park.

Silver said that he believed "people on the Lower East Side should have access to the
park", but failed to explain how they could have access since most of the park has been
closed for almost a year, or how events and concerts could prevent people from having
access to the park once the park is re-opened.

Connor parroted the others, saying that the park should be "a place that children and
seniors can go into. Lel the grass grow, let wounds heal, let the park be restored
physically and historically." He too failed to explain how the children and elderly had not
been able 1o use the park before it was closed or why the park was torn apart in the first
place after major renovations had been completed only months before the closing.

Sanders said they want to return the "liberties to use the park and have the quiet
enjoyment taken away from the community for the past three summers..." Like the others.
he failed to explain that it was politicians like himself and Pagan who have tried to take
the park away from the community since 1988.

When questioned by the press about First Amendment nights being violated, Pagan
said that the First Amendment does not guarantee the right to use a city park for events
and concerts. The politicians finished by saying they would send their moratorium request
to Gotbaum and Dinkins and that after their one year moratorium, they "will see if the
moratorium should be extended."

(Newsday reported the next day that Gotbaum was "concerned about anything that
would infringe on First Amendment rights.")

OUTSIDE AGITATORS WITH HIDDEN AGENDAS

Who are these politicians, trying to convince the public that the most pressing 1ssue in
New York City is Tompkins Square Park and what may happen there when the park is
re-opened later this summer?

Antonio Pagan, well known "developers’ tool", gentrifier and real estate developer,
who is against the homeless and HIV-positive people, was elected last year by a narrow
margin of just under 100 votes, mostly due to recent re-districting which linked
traditionally low-income neighborhoods with upper income neighborhoods up to 30
blocks away. Elected to Community Board Three by Dinkins, he has a long history of
working for and with landlords and real estate developers in trying to gentrify the area
around the park. His phony housing groups "Lower East Side Coalition Housing
Development" and "Casa Victoria" receive federal and state housing funds to rehabilitate
city-owned abandoned buildings which are given to his groups. Recently, the federal
government began withholding funds when $60,000 was discovered "missing”. (When
questioned by Newsday about the missing money, Pagan accused them of conducting a
"witch-hunt") Not surprisingly, Pagan has been active in trying to evict homesteaders of
city-owned buildings who do not receive government funding, as well homeless persons,
since they all stand in the way of gentrification.

Andrew Stein (nee Finkelstein) is the son of Jerry Finkelstein, an independently
wealthy political power broker who has been making and breaking politicians for many
years. It was his father's influence that made possible a recent Stein fundraiser at the
Waldorf Astoria hotel attended by hundreds of wealthy sponsors, real estate developers,
corporate heads and celebrities. Stein raised a record $10 million dollars for his upcoming
mayoral campaign, circumventing public funding law guidelines in the process.

Sheldon Silver’s district, which is south of East Third Street, does not include
Tompkins Square Park or the neighborhood around it. The large city park that is in his
district is Sara Delano Roosevelt Park on Houston Street, between Chrystie and Forsyth
Streets, only three blocks from one of Pagan’s apartments at 7 East 3rd Street. That park
has long been in disrepair and is the site of garbage dumping and heroin dealing, yet
Silver has never given this park the same attention he has given Tompkins Square Park,
which is not even in his jurisdiction!!

Martin Connor is listed as a Brooklyn legislator, because most of his gerry-mandered
district is in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, with a small chunk that includes the
Lower East Side. (What does the Lower East Side have to do with Williamsburg?)

Sanders, whose office is at 201 East 16th Street, but who spends maost of his time in
Albany, has long been Pagan’s mouthpiece and puppet, using his office to give Pagan’s
Tompkins Square Park fixation credibility. He has long sought to impose a curfew in the
park. Failing that, he joined Mayor Dinkins in the June 3, 1991 blitzkreig and closing of
the park, in violation of the city charter, and with blatant disregard for the opposition of
the community and local elected officials.

Pagan, Stein and Silver have long enjoyed the support of Lower East Side gangster
Roberto Napoleon, the subject of a 1985 Village Voice article written by William Bastone
which said: "Napoleon has been happy to work with (former mayor) Ed Koch and the
most virulent anti-minority forces...to stunt Latin political growth and preserve white
rule." According to the article, when he was Manhattan Borough President, Stein
appointed a Napoleon sidekick to a $20,000 year post as a "housing specialist” and
another Napoleon ally to Community Board One. (Stein also appointed infamous right-
wing landlord Krystyna PiorKOWska to Community Board Three.) The article says that
Napoleon formed his own political club that received $1,450 from Silver s campalgn
committee and $1,300 fromi Connor’s con‘nmtr.cc Ve ‘
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"I WANT TO BE PRESIDENT"--(City

Councilman and gentrifier Antonio Pagan at City
Hall press conference, February 28, 1992)

PIGS LOSE BIG IN MAYDAY TRIAL
(Editorial analysis by A. Kronstadt)

The verdict handed down on February 5 in the Mayday felony trial was a
direct slap in the face of the police state which the City is attempting to impose on the
Lower East Side. Every activist, every squatter, should breathe easier knowing that it is
possible to stand up to creeping fascism and be exhonorated by a New York jury. After
seven million dollars to close Tompkins Square Park and one million dollars to railroad
the Mayday defendants, the bastards still haven’t beaten us!

The verdict was not an unqualified victory. It is true that Lori Rizzo and John
the Communist, the two defendants who chose 10 argue their cases on a political basis,
were acquitted of both the felony riot charges and the misdemeanors (in Lori's case,
incitement to riot and in John's case, weapons possession). Kenny Tolia was acquitted
of the felony riot charge in spite of a massive frameup involving no less than thirteen
lying cops. He was, however, convicted of the misdemeanor incitement charge. Anthony,
who distanced himself from the other defendants and wore a tie in court, was convicled
of both felony riot and weapons possession. The jury failed to reach a verdict on Tom, a
long-time Lower East Side resident who had nothing to do with radical politics but who
wandered into the mess and said something critical to a cop. He still faces charges of
riot, assault on an officer, and weapons possession and may be retried. There were,
therefore, three acquittals and one conviction on the felonies, one misdemeanor
conviction, and a hung jury. The Mayday 5 trial itsclf, however, was only the tip of the
iceberg.

Twenty-nine people were arrested on the night of May 1-2, 1990. Eleven of
these people were indicted on felony charges. Of these eleven, four accepted
misdemeanor pleas and sentences of community service (120 hours working at an AIDS
hospice). One pleaded guilty to felony assault and was sentenced to 500 hours of
community service and five years probation. One more defendant jumped bail and
disappeared. The 18 defendants who were not indicted were charged with a variety of
misdemeanors and violations. Most of them pleaded oul or took conditional discharges
involving a few days of community service. Three of them hung in to the end, finally
pleading 1o disorderly conduct and receiving unconditional discharges (no penalty at all)
on February 24, 1992.

There are all sorts of reasons why people charged with crimes cop pleas, even
when they are innocent or when they believe that what they did was right. The felony
defendants who pleaded out were faced with a choice between a trial which would last
for at least 8 weeks (il actually lasted 14 weeks), and essentially 3 weeks of community
service if they accepted the plea. People may know that they are innocent, but have 1o
get on with their lives. The state does not always extract its price through the sentence.
The government also attacks people by putting them through the ordeal of trial. It
extracts confessions by threatening people with a hell of unproductive uncertainty.
Those who wish 1o prove their innocence must be willing to go through this ordeal.

_ Costly though the victory was, the L.ower East Side political activists who went
to trial were vindicated. They won because pcople in Manhattan are not stupid. The
jury in the Mayday trial was composed of sophisticated New York residents who were
not fooled by TV propaganda ar frightened by buzzwords. Several of the jurors said
upon leaving the jury room that they were well aware of the 1988 Tompkins Square
police rampage and its implications in the Mayday case. One juror said in reference (o
the District Attorney "where does he think we grew up?”

The upcoming Memorial Day 1991 trial will be trickier to defend than this
one. It will, however be decided on the same issues. There is a great deal of distrust of
the police and government in New York City and in Amerika as a whole. It was this
distrust of the State which saved the Mayday defendants, along with the respect which
people in general have for those who stand up to illegitimate authority. We as activists
musl continue (o earn this respect.

KENNY! FREE KENNY! FREE

Long time squatter and anarchist Kenny Tolia was
convicted of incitement to riot on the testimony of thirteen lying
cops who accused him of yelling “Resist’ on the microphone as
police were mounting the stage at the Resist to Exist/Squatter
Mayday concert. The hundreds of spectators who were at the
concert that night know that this is nonsense. Kenny was badly
beaten by police on the stage that night and filed a million dollar
lawsuit against Inspector Michael Julian and the NYPD. Julian
singled Kenny out for particular attention, knowing that Kenny
would have to be convicted of something or Julian's ass and
bank account would be on the line. Hence the chorus of pigs-
none of whom remembered any other word which was said on
the stage that night, but all of whom remembered Kenny yelling
"Resist". He faces up to a year in jail on this frame up.

SENTENCING FOR KENNY TOLIA » APRIL 6, 100 CENTRE
ST. PART 38, 15TH FLOOR

FREE KENNY! FREE
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Write letters to the Judge demanding:
NO JAIL TIME NO FINE
NO PROBATION
JUSTICE RICHARD C. FAILLA
JUSTICES’ CHAMBERS
NEW YORK STATE SUPREME COURT
100 l:ElﬂIE STREET
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GENTRIFIERS’ LONG TERM PLANS

‘This press conference is the latest instaliment in the long term plan by real estate
developers, landowners and their well paid-for politicians who are seeking to gentrify the
area around the park. Already, after illegally closing the park, they have destroyed the
community bandshell, which was erected in 1967 to ease the racial tensions in the
neighborhood and provide an outlet for cultural expression. As with other measures and
laws made and passed by people with no basis in our neighborhood, the gathered
politicians could not cite any neighborhood groups or constituency that requested this one
year moratorium on park permits.

By denying the use of the park by the creative community even without the bandshell,
the politicians working for the wealthy are trying to make the park available for only the
small upper-income members of the neighborhood. Another of their future goals may
include privatizing Tompkins Square Park, where only certain people would get keys to
the park, as with Gramercy Park.

Already, many changes are taking place inside the park. Despite the false assurances
of the mayor’s office, some walkways have been moved, many trees have been cut down,
and the familiar four foot high cast iron fencing surrounding the park is being removed.
When the park re-opens later this year, there will be no community space for gatherings
and shows, and the park will be surrounded by a new ten foot high iron fence to help
impose the new 9:00PM curfew in the park.

All of this is being shoved down the throat of the neighborhood which has gone on
record as opposing any curfew in the park, opposing any closing of the park, and
opposing any changes to the park, especially the demolition of the community bandshell.
Since 1988, the community, through street demonstrations, direct actions and
confrontations with the pigs, have made 11 clear that they will pot tolerate a curfew of

o ey PAGAN: THE SINGLE-ISSUE CANDIDATE

Like Congressman Richard M. Nixon in 1947, Antonio Pagan is an aspiring politician
who has no political platform. By red-baiting his political opponents, Nixon was able to
get elected to Congress on an anti-Communist platform, fanning the flames of the red
scare. Pagan 1oo, with no platform and no desire or ability to deal with real issues, has
seized upon the political situation around the Tompkins Square area as his launching pad
to higher political office. His backers, from Mayor Dinkins to various real estate interests,
have helped him in his climb up the political ladder.

If the park was to re-open with no curfew and no conflicts between the police and
residents of the neighborhood, Pagan and his people would have nothing to use to
distract people from real issues like homelessness, rising rents, and police brutality.

To facilitate the spread of gentrification, Pagan and his backers want the area to be
"cleansed” of the poor, homeless and politically active in order for real estate values and
rents to nse. Until then, it is in the interest of Pagan, Stein, Silver, Connor and Sanders to
serve their masters well and keep the Tompkins Square battle alive and milk it for all it is
worth. Pagan and his pals are already Irying to anger the people around the park before
it is even re-opened. Pagan and his people would like nothing more than to agitate, then
use the police 1o instigate some more riots around the park, as they did in 1988 and 1991,
in order to use Tompkins Square Park to get re-elected when his term ends in 1993. (It is
also no surprise that Pagan adamantly opposes the newly proposed Civilian Complaint
Review Board to deal with pig brutality!!)

As we said in our last editorial ("Antonio Pagan ‘Installed’ In City Council"--
SHADOW #21), Pagan can be removed from office in only two short years, but he will
get major money pumped into his campaign from the gentrifiers and other criminals he is
fronting for. It is up to all of us to organize against Pagan and the slimey politicians at the
city hall press conference, as well as every other anti-tenant, anti-homeless and pro-real
estate developer politician in any and every way possible!! (Use your imagination!!)

Instead of a one year moratorium on park permits, why not try a one year moratoriuni
on cops in the park and neighborhood instead? This would prevent more cop-induced
riots in and around the park and bring real peace to our neighborhood!! Al
(For more on Pagan and his handlers and on the closing

of the park, see SHADOW #17, #18, #19, #20, #21)
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MURDERERS GO FREE _{
By Nashua =™~

The case of murdered artist Grady Alexis took a new turn on February 21st
when New York State Supreme Court Justice Stephen Crane dismissed
indictments against New York City Police Officer Richard Frazier and a
companion who were charged in the May 14th, 1991 murder. The misdemeanor
assault charges against Officer Frazier and Terry Presley were rejected on the
grounds that 700 pages of Grand Jury minutes "failed to coherently explain"
events on 8th Street and 5th Avenue where the killing occurred. A close friend of
Alexis, Lori Lystina, said Crane ruled that Assistant District Attorney Jay Stein
“totally mismanaged"® the investigation and as a result Stein "could produce no
useable evidence."

Frazier, who was off-duty, Is a Golden Gloves Boxer and was scheduled to fly
o the USSR the next day and represent the NYPD in an international boxing
match. According to witnesses, Frazier was driving a red Jeep with license plate
"BOXER 5" that cut-off Alexis and a companion, Julian Dodd, as they were
crossing the street. One of the two men allegedly hit the vehicle with the back of
a Jacket prompting Frazier to jump out.

Terry Presley, a companion of Frazier in another car, also jumped out and a
shouting match between the four men ensued. According to friends of Alexis,
Officer Frazier struck Dodd while Presley struck Alexis, who later died of his
injuries.

According to Lystina, the District Attorney has 45 days to reopen the case and
new indictments could be handed down.

GRADY ALEXIS’

AF o he wouldn't tell this staffer’s name. Pagan said that the staffer would be at the
‘te February CB3 meeting.
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COMMUNITY BOARD THREE WATCH:
By Stuart Frankel

TSP BANDSHELL RESOLUTION

At its January meeting, Community Board 3 (CB3, the unelected body that is
supposed to represent us to the city government, which usually ignores it
anyway) passed two resolutions on Tompkins Square Park.

Overwhelmingly (only 1 person opposed; 3 abstained), the board resolved
*that a response be given by the New York City Department of Parks and
Recreation that addresses the legality of the issuance of a contract for work
‘demolition’ of the Tompkins Squara Park bandshell that by-passes the
competitive bidding process.” The board had sent a letter to the Parks
Department and the Corporation Counsel (the lawyers for the city) last fall asking
whether the contract was legal. The city ignored the board then and they will
probably ignore the board now.

CB3 also resolved overwhelmingly (5 opposed; 4 abstentions) that the Parks
Department should reconstruct a permanent bandshell *that will be available to
all members of the community." Many board members pointed out that the city's
proposed mobile sound stage that will take the place of the demolished
bandshell would freeze out groups who couldn’t afford a hefty rental fee, or who
the city found politically inconvenient, and that impromptu performances would
be impossible. They said that it looked like the city is trying to deny First
Amendment protections of free speech to the people in our community.

PAGAN DEBUT CLOSES AFTER FIRST ACT

The highlight of the January meeting was the first (and so far last) appearance
of newly elected city councilperson Antonio Pagan, the "Developers’ Special." He
had brought his own cheering section, but was greeted with lukewarm applause,
and his efforts to rouse the audience fell flat. So he resorted to mocking an
eccentric elderly lady who is a familiar figure at CB3 meetings. "That’s my
girlfriend,” he said when she got a little rowdy. “She dropped me a year ago, but
she still gets mad at me."

People calling Pagan’s council office speaking Spanish had been told to write
a letter and the office would translate it, so CB3 member Donna Ellaby asked
Pagan if he had a staff person who spoke Spanish, He lied and said he had, but

Pagan never appointed a full-time Spanish-speaking staffer. He appointed a
pari-time intern who is a college student. The student has classes on Tuesday
nights, which is when the community board meets. So the staffer didn’'t make it
to the February meeting. Neither did Pagan. This was the first CB3 meeting in
years that the city council representative of the district had missed. Maybe he
knew he had made an ass of himself at the January meeting, so he sent his
community representative Reneé Williams, who gave a stunning display of
incompetence. She read her little prepared statement, then tried to cut off board
members who were asking questions, then decided she should take the
questions, then tried to cut off each board member.

Williams didn’t know the answers to anything she was asked. Some of thesc
questions were REAL HARD, like "What is the councilmember’s position on a
Civilian Complain Review Board for the police?" (Pagan had run on a platform of
being against civilian oversight of the police, which is why the cop’s unions
endorsed him.) Board members kept requesting that she return to the next
meeting with answers, and she kept saying yes. This went on for 15 minutes, and
she wasn't taking any notes! She did say that she was "dizzy." The SHADOW
pays more attention to the Community Board than City Council "person" Pagan
does!!

WE PREFER CASH, BUT WE CAN ACCEPT CHECKS

THE SHADOW IS NOW AVAILABLE AT THESE LOCATIONS:
GEM SPA NEWSSTAND--St.Marx Place + Second Avenue
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R.E.RECORDS--216 East 6th Street, between Bowery + 2nd Ave
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AYURVEDA--129 First Ave, between 7th Street + St. Marx

STOOP NEWSSTAND--MacDougal Street + West 3rd Street

AMERICA’S PASTTIME NEWSSTAND--First Ave, between 6th + 7th Sts
SAHAR DISCOUNT NEWSSTAND--171 First Ave, between 10th + 11th Sts
DHAVAL NEWS--229 First Ave, between 13th + 14th Streets

A.M.FOOD MARKET--143 Avenue A, between 9th + 10th Streets

HARRIS BOOKS (Upstairs)--AvenueA; between dth.+ Sth:Streets '+
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COPS CREATE CULT IN
RAKOWITZ MURDER CASE!!

e

By Nashua

Who murdered Swiss dancer Monika Beerle? Once again the mainstream media
would have you believe the bloody murder and dismemberment of Beerle was the work
of a self-styled devil worshipping cult operating on the Lower East Side.

The-gruesome murder, estimated to have occurred in August of 1989 in an apartment
building at 700 East 9th Street, owned by infamous slumlord/speculator Emil Braun, was
not investigated by police until many weeks after Monika’s neighbors came forward with
their concern over her disappearance. Her roommate Daniel Rakowitz was finally
arresied and charged with the murder in a media circus aimed at tarnishing the
alternative cultural scene on the Lower East Side. However, the media failed to report
that police hadn’t acted on numerous Lips pointing at 29-year-old drifter Daniel Rakowilz
weeks earlier.

In an exclusive interview with the SHADOW, former 9th precinct Commander
(recently promoted to Inspector) Michael Julian responded to charges of police
incompetence. He said that repeated police searches of the apartment before Rakowitz’s
arrest found no evidence of foul play.

Julian claimed that even after repeated searches of the apartment and three
interrogation sessions by detectives of Rakowitz before his arrest, no evidence of Beerle’s
remains could be found. Rakowilz was free for at least a week after the third
interrogation before police decided to pick him up without having found the body. Julian
said that Rakowitz repeatedly denied that he had killed the woman until the final five
hour interrogation session.

Detectives told Rakowitz that Beerle's parents in Switzerland were distraught and
wanted to bury her remains. Rakowitz then shocked them by agreeing to lead police to a
Port Authority bus terminal locker where he had stored the skull and bones.

- RAKOWITZ’S STRANGE HISTORY

The tortured history of Daniel Rakowitz as reported in the media reveals a person well
known to authorities as violent and unstable. Rakowitz's obsession with the police seems
to have begun during his childhood along the gulf coast of Texas after he was turned in to
authorities by his deputy sheriff father for possession of marijuana. Even as a teenager,
Rakowitz was known to torture and Kill his pets and he took to carrying around live
chickens. A stint in the army was followed by an unexplained general discharge. Army
officials have admitted they have files on Rakowitz that contain much more than his anti-
pet prejudices.

In addition, Rakowitz took 14 weeks of military police training while he was in the
army. After his discharge, he returned to Texas and tried to enlist with the police in his
hometown. Reportedly, he was turned down and soon afterward, Rakowitz appeared in
different parts of the country. In 1977, Rakowitz was picked up, questioned and released
by FBI agents in Maryland investigating a kidnapping. In 1983, he appeared on the Lower
East Side, where he took a room in a city-run rat-trap called the Palace Hotel on the
Bowery.

He was recognized as deranged within minutes by most people who bothered to speak
with him. If allowed, Rakowitz would go off endlessly explaining how he believed himself
to be "worse" than the biblical Antichrist because the numbers of his birthdate
represented the numbers 966, which he said are worse than 666, the number that’s
supposed to represent Satan. Despite his weird ramblings, most people didn’t take
Rakowitz seriously and he managed to find a niche in a neighborhood known for its
toleration of people who fall outside the mainstream of racist Amerikkkan society.

Police officials say they were aware of Rakowitz’s strange behavior for months before
the August 1988 police riot in Tompkins Square Park. Inspector Michael Julian said
Rakowitz had come to the precinct headquarters on East 5th street looking for a "police
job" while former Commander Gerald McNamara was in charge. (In an unrelated
development, McNamara was later demoted and transferred to a distant police post in
Queens after he was charged with falsifying overtime pay records for officers under his
command.)

Julian claimed that Rakowitz was not hired and that Rakowitz later threatened to "cut
my heart out," a threat Julian said he did not take seriously. Apparently, the authorities
are now taking Daniel Rakowitz seriously.

Julian said the detectives don’t believe Rakowitz could have "done the job" of
dismembering Beerle "unless he had experience." Julian said detectives and Emergency
Service officers went into the apartment three times looking for evidence and found
nothing. According to Julian, the crime was so well concealed that detectives believed
that Rakowitz had done this kind of thing before. Julian added that the FBI was brought
in on the case and they've been trying to link Rakowitz to other murders.

Julian also said police are on the lookout for "other fringe elements" that are "like
Daniel," attracted to the neighborhood by the publicity surrounding Tompkins Square
Park.

POLICE CREATE LOWER EAST SIDE "CULT"

More than two years after Rakowitz was sent to the Kirby Forensic Pschiatric Center
on Ward’s Island after being acquitted in Beerle’s murder by reason of insanity, the
strange case of Daniel Rakowitz has again exploded in the print and television media,
with the arrest of an alleged "cult member" that police say participated in the murder and
dismemberment of Beerle with Rakowitz and others.

On February 14th, police arrested Charles "Randy” Easterday in Easton, Pennsylvania,
after receiving "an anonymous tip." Police in New York say he was a member of a "cult”
that killed Beerle. They are now seeking his extradition back to New York.

Adding to the bizarre circumstances surrounding the Beerle murder are (wo recent
mysterious deaths: Carl Stone, a local anarchist pacifist found shot in the head in Ohio in
August 1991, and Max Cantor, an aspiring journalist who took an obsessive interest in the
underground culture of the Lower East Side and in the Beerle murder in particular,
found dead in his apartment October 3, 1991, with a used syringe by his side. Both were
connected to the Beerle murder through their associations with Easterday and Rakowitz
in the summer of 1989.

The talk on the street was that Cantor had almost finished writing a book on the
murder, naming people he thought were involved in it, and that he was killed by someone
named in the book trying to cover up their role in the murder. The book reportedly was
missing from Cantor’s apartment when his body was discovered.

See RAKOWITZ On Page 15
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* By A. Kronstadt i

Witch hunting is back in fashion these days. In this age of biotechnology and
instant communication we have retrogressed morally and socially to the level of
the seventeenth century, when the ignorant persecuted those who they did not
understand as "witches." At one time, the term "witch" was applied to midwives,
herbalists, pagan priests, lesbians, early scientific experimenters, and all sorts of
other people who taught and practiced things contrary to the established
religions. These people were demonized because they threatened the
established order and its hold over people’s minds. They were accused of
worshipping the devil--a rubberstamp accusation which meant that they had
social and religious practices which other people didn't understand. The non-
conformists were slandered, vilified, and murdered in cold blood by the state. In
Medieval Europe and in Russia as late as 1912, Jews were slandered with the
infamous "blood accusation” of kiiling Christian children and drinking their blood
or using it to make "matzoh" (unleavened bread) for Passover. These accusations
were the basis for mass executions and pogroms.

In 1992, we have not progressed much. A literal witch hunt (and it isn’t even a
metaphor here) has been unleashed on the Lower East Side by shady publicists
pandering to superstition. Content to refiect the public ignorance, publications
like Newsday have hyped the arrest of a young Black man, made by the police on
the information provided by psychopathic racist Daniel Rakowitz, into a general
smear against the Lower East Side counterculture.

According to the liberal and enlightened Newsday, there is supposed to be a
cult at work in the neighborhood which worships Satan and eats human flesh.
The cult is made up mostly of people who have long hair, smoke marijuana and
listen to strange music. Implicated in it all is a pot-smoking cult called the Church
of Realized Fantasies. Local video artist Clayton Patterson sold some videotape
to the networks showing a guy dressed in a black bathrobe pouring some kind of
liquid into cups and lighting candles. Patterson himself comes on the tube,
intoning solemnly about the Dark Side of Things and about how he believes in
the devil. The camera pans idly over Lower East Side walls, catching a large
pentagram with a circled A in the center. Obviously a cult symbol, and there's
where those lousy anarchists fit in. Everybody sees this shit on the 6:00 News
and says: "Wow, | bet they're all devil worshippers down there in that
neighborhood -- they should tear that place down and build condos for normal
people.”

What's the evidence for all this? Zero! The detective investigating the case,
Det. Richard Abbinenti of the Ninth Precinct, publicly denied believing (in the
New York Times of February 19th) that a cult was involved. He said that he had
some information that some kind of ritual had been performed, but nothing about
a cult. Privately, the police have been leaking the story of a cuit to the
mainstream media, targetting alleged members of this cult in their "investigation.”
Where did this cult business come from? We can only suspect that it sprang
from the diseased mind of Rakowitz himself. Daniel Rakowitz had creeped out
people in the Lower East Side for months before his arrest, claiming to be the
Antichrist and the second coming of Charles Manson and everything else--why
not the blood-engorged guru of an East Village devil worshipping cult? It's right
up his alley.

Watching the 6:00 News on Wednesday, February 18th, we were treated not
only to the Rakowitz kannibal kult kaper but also to the prosecution of the
famous Voodoo Substitute Teacher, She is accused of waving a cross in front of
her second grade class and making the kids break out in hives. Then there was
the top story: the Catholic school boys in Clifton, New Jersey, who throttled one
of their ex-friends with an extension cord while intoning the Hail Mary. The sheriff
of Clifton pondered: "l don't understand it, this looks like a cult thing but | don't
see any black candles or other Satanic stuff around.” This Satan thing panders to
fear of the one who is different-the outsider. The insiders commit far more
murders, but the outsider is the scapegoat for it all.

The media wants to present the Lower East Side as the Lower Dark Side. Face
it, neighbors, they hate us and want to sanitize our community the way Hitler
"cleansed” Berlin in<1934. They'll call us druggies, faggots, dykes, Satanists,
street scum, mental cases—whatever works to stir irrational fears among the
public. Newsday and the rest of the pack are just creating excuses for more state
repression against the dissident community which has traditionally populated
Lower Manhattan. There are those of us who believe that news should do more
than reflect public ignorance and superstition. We at the SHADOW continue to
defend the right to be different without being smeared with epithets like "cult”
and "Satanist.”

RAKOWITZ JOINS DEMO AGAINST PARK CURFEW--(AUG. 27, 1988)
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DHORUBA REMAINS FREE ON APPEAL !

FLASH FOTO

To the thunderous applause and cheers of more than 100 supporters inside his packed
courtroom and several hundred more outside, State Supreme Court Judge Peter
McQuillan ruled that former Black Panther Party (BPP) leader Dhoruba Bin Wahad
could remain free on his own recognizance pending the outcome of a hearing to decide
whether or not the reversal of his 1973 conviction for the attempted murder of two New
York City policemen will stand.

Dhoruba, who spent 2 years in jail before and 17 years after his conviction, which came
after two mistrials, appealed the conviction in 1988, based on documents he obtained in a
civil suit which showed that the FBI had targeted him and the Black Panther Party for
"neutralization” under COINTELPRO (Counter-Intelligence Program) and that the
Manhattan District Attorney had illegally concealed evidence in his "trial". The DA later
admitted that they had failed to turn over to Dhoruba or his attorneys reports detailing
interviews with the prosecution’s chief witness, Pauline Josephs. Although at the time the
law held that this alone was sufficient grounds for reversal of Dhoruba’s conviction, the
New York State Supreme Court refused to do so.

On March 22, 1990, a month after the New York City Appellate Division, 1st
Department, ordered Judge McQuillan to review the withheld evidence in order to
determine if it had been turned over to Dhoruba or his attorneys, McQuillan released
Dhoruba on his own recognizance a week after reversing his conviction.

The District Attorney’s office moved quickly to appeal the reversal, trying
unsuccessfully in the Appellate Division, then getting their "leave to appeal" granted on
June 17, 1991 by Associate Judge Fritz W. Alexander, the only Black judge sitting on the
Court of Appeals, and now Mayor Dinkins’ "Deputy Mayor for Criminal Justice"!!

On December 19, 1991, the Court of Appeals decided that if a defendant’s direct
appeals are exhausted (as in Dhoruba’s case), the defendant must prove that the
evidence withheld would have affected the decision of the jury that voted to convict him,
thereby putting the burden of proof on the defendant. This ruling also reinstated
Dhoruba’s original conviction.

On February 7, 1992, Dhoruba was out of the country and he failed to appear in court
for a hearing to decide whether he would remain free to fight his conviction. Instead of
executing an arrest warrant, Judge McQuillan set a new date for February 13th.
According to one of Dhoruba’s attorneys, the Assistant District Attorney fully expected
Dhoruba.to flee the country and was shocked to see Dhoruba appear and again be
released on his own recognizance.

Before being framed in the cop shooting in 1971, Dhoruba had been arrested in 1969
along with 20 Black Panther Party members for "conspiracy", in what was knoyn as the
"Panther 21" case. After becoming the focus of a government assassination plot, Dhoruba
jumped $100,000 bond and went underground in February 1971. On May 13, 1971, after
the longest political trial in New York City history, all 21 were acquitted of all charges
after only 45 minutes of jury deliberation. A month later, Dhoruba was arrested and
charged with attempted murder of two cops guarding the home of DA Frank Hogan.

The District Attorney’s office probably hopes to force Dhoruba underground again
with the threat of reimprisonment, and thus claim that this would prove he was guilty.
Apparently, they fail to understand that twenty years later, there is more support for
Dhoruba by a public made wiser by Vietnam, Watergate, Contragate, and revelations of
the government’s actions under COINTELPRO.

Two days after his latest court appearance, Dhoruba met with his supporters on
February 15th at the P.S.122 community center on the Lower East Side along with his
wife Tanaquil Jones and Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) attorney Joan Gibbs for
a discussion on political prisoners, sponsored by QUISP (Queers United In Support of
Political Prisoners). (QUISP collected over 1,000 signatures at the Peace For Cuba rally
on January 25th demanding that Dhoruba be freed.)

Tanaquil told the audience that all Black activists risk becoming political prisoners: "As
you become a threat, you become targeted." She described Dhoruba’s case, telling of the
coerced testimony of his co-defendant Augustus Qualls, whose mother was threatened
with jail by the pigs, and of Pauline Josephs, an emotionally disturbed woman who had
told the pigs they had the wrong man before they picked her up and held her in different
hotels for two years until she was used to testify against Dhoruba.

Joan read names of political prisoners, explaining that the U.S. denies the existence of
political prisoners. She said that since the demise of the Soviet Union, racism has become
a bigger issue in Europe and the U.S,, and she warned that fascism can re-emerge there
and here.

Rather than speak about himself, Dhoruba told the audience about the case of
political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal, a journalist now on death row in Philadelphia after
a 1982 conviction and death sentence for allegedly shooting a cop, despite contradictory
"eyewitnesses."” Mumia had been a Black Panther in Philadelphia in 1972 when Pig Chief
Frank Rizzo’s goons raided BPP headquarters after the Black Panthers announced they
would attend the constitutional convention there. He urged people to galvanize around
Mumia’s case, start letter writing campaigns, and send petitions to the United Nations,
which he said must respond to petitions by making an inquiry to the U.S. government,
which would embarrass the U.S. (More on Mumia Abu-Jamal in an upcoming
SHADOW--Ed)

He and Tanaquil described a new coalition against crime in New York City, composed
of different organizations and political groups, dealing with crimes by the NYPD, the
welfare department, the criminal justice system "which dispenses with justice versus

By Chris Flash

dispensing justice", as well as normal street crime. They added that people should take
the most progressive, not the least controversial position and then challenge politicians 1o
take those positions, such as political prisoners, suppression of dissent in the media, the
death penalty, etc.

Since his release in 1990, Dhoruba hit the ground running, appearing at countless
events and speaking engagements, explaining his case and bringing attention to other
political prisoners in the U.S. When African National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson
Mandela appeared in New York City in 1990, after spending 27 years in jail in South
Africa as the world’s most famous political prisoner, Dhoruba warmly embraced him and
told the crowd that South Africa is not the only country that has political prisoners,
comparing Black political prisoners and freedom fighters with the ANC in South Africa.
As Dhoruba spoke, nervous Secret Service agents behind him shifted back and forth. Not
surprisingly, Dhoruba’s speech was cut from the live national television broadcast of
Mandela’s visit, replaced by commercials!!

By not keeping his mouth shut and not disappearing after beiiig framed and losing 19
years of his life, and by becoming an inspiration to a whole new generation of political
activists, Dhoruba has once again become a thorn in the side of the government. It is no
surprise that in spite of the revelations of false testimony and evidence against him, the
illegal concealment of that evidence from Dhoruba’s defense, and the District Attorney’s
subsequent admissions, the government is continuing their efforts to put Dhoruba back in
jail on a technicality (that he had exhausted all of his direct appeals).

Dhoruba plans to defeat the government’s frame-up and prove to the world that there
are political prisoners in the U.S. On April 16th, Dhoruba will once again appear in
Judge McQuillan’s courtroom at 100 Center Street, 11th Floor, at 9:30AM. It is strongly
recommended that everybody pack the court to show their support!!

WWP VIOLENCE BREAKS OUT AT
"PEACE FOR CUBA" RALLY!!

(Exclusive Eyewitness Report by José X)

It seems that under increasing pressure from the so-called "Death of Communism", the
radical "left” is showing little or no tolerance for dissent. On Saturday, January 25th, two
WBAI-FM radio producers attempting to hand out an open letter urging human rights
reform in Cuba were forcibly ejected from the Peace For Cuba event at the Jacob Javitts
Center on Eleventh Avenue by security goons provided by the Stalin worshipping
Waorkers’ World Party (WWP).

Ms. Avila and a friend were thrown out of the Javitts Center shortly after they
managed to hand a copy of Ms. Avila’s open letter to former Attorney General Ramsey
Clark, an organizer of and speaker at the event. They had been standing with other
media professionals in a press detention area, waiting to be officially escorted into the
event when they spotted Clark as he entered. The "Peace For Cuba" staff member
running the press area demanded to see a copy of the flyer, and after approximately eight
seconds, determined that an open appeal for human rights had no place at their rally. He
immediately summoned over two large white men who physically dragged Ms. Avila to
the door and then the street as she shouted out human rights slogans.

When her friend attempted to follow the goons who were assaulting her, he was
grabbed by two other large security types who forced him out another door. He began
shouting "This is the same treatment gay activists get in Cuba! Close the HIV detention
camps!”, and the "Peace For Cuba" security grabbed him in a police-style arm lock in
order to eject him as quickly as possible.

Once outside, the pair continued to hand out flyers to those waiting to enter the rally,
enduring abuse and insults such as the racist "gusano" moniker used almost exclusively by
white amerikans on the line, and responses of "so what?" when the issue of homosexual
detention camps was raised.

Ms. Avila, a WBALI poetry producer, had recently returned from a two week trip to the
Latin American Film Festival in Havana, Cuba. Unlike most visitors from the American
left, Ms. Avila was born in Cuba, and was able to visit family in both Havana and a small
town near Santiago De Cobé, in the south of the island. Coming from WBAI and having
studied with the Antonio Maceo Brigade (a Marxist study and work group for Cubans in
America), she expected to find an island and a people struggling but united in their
resolve to survive shortages caused by the 30 year U.S. embargo and the recent
withdrawal of aid from the former Soviet bloc.

Instead, what she found was a system held in place by political repression and
government informers, repressing not just gays (the infamous "cocos", or homosexual
detention camps), but also those who had attempted to work within the sysiem to create
a socialism where freedom of speech and criticism of bureaucratic mismanagement and
elitism were not a crime.

She saw numerous cases of repression, and was told of many others that no tourist
would ordinarily be privy to, including poets, intellectuals, and writers imprisoned under
"La Ley De Peligrosidad" (the Law Of Danger To The State); gays and lesbians expelled
from universities, removed from their jobs, given electroshock, and evicted from their
homes; even a Marxist scholar who was imprisoned for writing a criticism of elitism in the
upper echelons of the Communist Party.

Unfortunately, pointing out these abuses has never been popular. The usual reaction
by the American left ranges from lame justifications ("Well, the U.S. embargo creates an
emergency situation, so gay detention camps are an understandable by-product of U.S.
policy.") to outright denial of any problems or dissatisfaction whatsoever. What tourists in
Cuba may not realize is that no Cuban will speak honestly with them for fear of being
turned in by the tourists themselves. The Cuban people have learned that amerikans on
holiday with their Marxist study groups may be likely to report them to the authorities,
resulting in long jail terms for violating "La Ley De Peligrosidad”. "Dissing the revolution”
in any way has become a crime, to the extent that persons committed to socialism have
been jailed for even suggesting the existence of corruption or mismanagement.

These Stalinist tendencies appear to have had an influence on the workings of
amerikan "left" groups, blinding them to criticism of both the police state in Cuba and the
very similar tactics they use at home. Those here fighting against human rights violations
in Cuba get insults from the left, rejection by the right, and racism from both sides, who
can't believe that a nation of brown people might actually be able to run their own
country without the "advice" of elitists on both ends of the political spectrum.




"Our primary objective in the second term should be making of the President,
the Republican FDR, founder and first magistrate of a political dynasty, to
dominate American politics long after the President has retired from office...The
President should use the mandate to impose upon the nation his owm political
and social philosophy...

"Shall we acquiesce forever in left-wing control of communications media
from which 50%-70% of the American people derive their information and ideas
about their national government?...

"What I would like to do in this area is work with those of a similar cast of
mind to develop, quietly, a media strategy for dealing with the Left combination
of the networks -- and other powerful organs of opinion. It would include ... a
thought-out program for cleaning out public television of that clique of Nixon-
haters who have managed to nest there at taxpayer expense.

"We have to begin to make permanent the New Majority that returned the
President to office. That new majority essentially consists of the Republican
base nationally, the Nixon South, the ethnic, blue-collar, Catholic, working-class
Americans of the North, Midwest and West ..."

"If we accede to these pressures -- for example, for a higher percentage of
blacks and women in top-level positions, etc. -- we will be wasting our energies
on a politicallysterile and foolish game. Our future is the Democratic working
man, Southern Protestant, and Northern Catholic -- and ethnic ...

"There is an overriding need for this Nixon Administrationto create a new
‘cadre’ of Republican governmental professionals who can survive this
Administrationand be prepared to take over future ones."

--Patrick Buchanan, in a November 10, 1972 memo to President Richard
Nixon

Before becoming a U.S. Establishment mass media "commentator” in 1975, Patrick
Buchanan was an employee of Richard Nixon for at least 9 years. During the Watergate
Era of U.S. history, this right-wing extremist presidential candidate worked as a Nixon
speechwriter and political strategist and was called before a Senate investigative
committee to testify on Republican Party "dirty tricks". According to Pat Nixon: The
Untold Story by Julie Nixon Eisenhower, Buchanan's testimony "came on the heels of
three days of leaks from the committee that set him up as the architect of dirty tricks".
According to Richard Nixon's daughter, Buchanan did such a good job of attempting to
justify Nixon's Watergate Era crimes that "my father invited him to stop by the White
House immediately foli&w’ing his testimony” and "as soon as she saw Pat," Nixon's wife
"gave him a brief hug and whirled him around in a little dance."

The son of a politically conservative certified public accountant, Buchanan grew up in
the white, upper middle-class suburb of Chevy Chase, Maryland. Buchanan was
suspended from Georgetown University during his senior year when he "became involved
in a fracas with police officers after a minor traffic accident in the Georgetown district” of
Washington, D.C., which left him with a broken hand and a $25 fine, according to the
1985 Current Biography Yearbook.

After his one-year suspension from college had ended, Buchanan finally completed his
senior year at Georgetown University in 1961. Buchanan then enrolled in the U.S.
Establishment’s Columbia University School of Journalism and secured an Ivy League
master's degree in 1962. Less than 10 years later, while attempting to manipulate the
U.S. mass media on behalf of Richard Nixon, Buchanan would write the following in a
February 24, 1971 letter to Columbia Graduate School of Journalism Dean Elie Abel:

"As an alumnus of Columbia School of Journalism, I wanted to drop this
strong recommendation that the next issue of the Journalism Review re-run the
splendid piece on the Panthers, done by Edward Epstein for The New Yorker."

The piece referred to had defended the Nixon Administration against the New Left
charge that it was waging a war to destroy the Black Panther Party during the late 1960’s
and early 1960's.

After graduating from Columbia’s School of Journalism in 1962, Buchanan worked for
three years as an editorial writer for the St. Louis Globe-Democrat newspaper before
Nixon hired him as an executive assistant and researcher in January 1966. After moving
to New York City, Buchanan then began to work in Nixon’s Manhattan corporate law
office as Nixon began to campaign for the*1968 Republican presidéritial momination. '

BT |

According to the 1985 Current Biography Yearbook, "Buchanan was the first to bring to
Nixon’s attention Spiro Agnew, who eventually emerged as the Republican vice-
presidential candidate, and served as Nixon’s press secretary through the 1968 primary
campaign, but he made his main contribution as a speechwriter on such immediate
campaign issues as law and order.”

After Nixon moved into the White House, "Buchanan’s main responsibility ... was the
preparation of the ‘President’s Daily Briefing Book’, which summarized what the media
were saying about the world and the Nixon Administration,” according to the 1985
Current Biography Yearbook. Buchanan also used his White House Staff position to
agitate for right-wing extremist control of the U.S. Establishment’s liberal mass media and
increased censorship of anti-war movement coverage. According to the 1985 Current
Biography, "observers believed that it was ‘Buchanan’ who wrole the slinging attack” on
the liberal Establishment mass media which Nixon's Vice-President Agnew delivered in
November 1969 to discourage it from being too anti-war in its news coverage.

Another way that Buchanan and other Nixon White House staff people sought to
pressure the Establishment’s mass media to cover Nixon and his Republican Party
apparatus favorably was by preparing "letters to the editor and Lo key television
personalities that were disguised as coming from some members of the public," according
to From The President: Richard Nixon's Secret File, which was edited by Bruce Oudes.
According to the same book, "Buchanan told [Watergate conspirator and White House
staffperson] Haldeman on July 21, 1969 in a ‘very confidential’ memo that a letter had
been sent ‘special delivery to the [Washington] Post early this afternoon for which we
have a volunteer signer, an old friend of mine from Bethesda.” The letter signed by John
S. Toland begins: “Your whitewash Monday of the episode involving Teddy Kennedy in
which a young woman'’s life was lost is the worst kind of collaborationist journalism.” At
the same time, a letter written by Buchanan and signed by a volunteer was sent to the
Washington Star complaining about a Mary McGrory column.”

Under his "Jack Toland" pseudonym, White House staff assistant Buchanan also wrote
a fraudulent letter to Paul Conrad of the Los Angeles Times, according to Buchanan’s
September 17, 1969 memo to Ken Cole, which stated the following:

"September 16, 1969
Dear Mr. Conrad:
Re: Your cartoon of September 5, ‘The Ho Chi Minh Trail’

"Thanks for being one of the editorialists with guts enough to remind folks
that ‘gentle, sispy Uncle Ho who smokes Salems’ is the same ruthless little S.0.B.
responsible for the death of hundreds of thousands of his countrymen -- soldiers and
civilians alike. Your cartoon was worth a thousand of the kind of editorials that
disgraced the pages of the New York Times and Nation magazine,

"Keep calling them as you see ‘em.’
Sincerely,

Jack Toland
Bethesda, Maryland”

Buchanan also urged White House staffperson and Watergate conspirator Ehrlichman,
and Bud Krogh, to use their political influence to withhold federal funding from New
York actor Ossie Davis because of Mr. Davis’ anti-Nison politics. In a December 13,
1971 memo to Ehrlichman and Krogh, Buchanan wrote:

"On page 21 of the weekend news summary, one learns that Ossie Davis, the
old fellow traveler, has landed the drug office’s contract to produce the anti-drug film.
This, it seems to me, could well be filed under ‘More Horrendous Examples of
Administration Subsidies To Its Political Enemies.” Is there not something we can do
to take this considerable patronage away from a fellow, one of whose characteristics is
100 percent opposition to Richard Nixon and the political goals which he pursues?”

Buchanan also recommended that Nixon White House staffperson and Watergate
conspirator H. R. Haldeman attempt 1o push Time Magazine to name Nixon as its "Man
of the Year", in an October 14, 1971 memo to Haldeman:

"Clearly the President should be in line this year as one of the top two or
three nominees for Time’s Man of the Year...

"We ought to ascertain -- perhaps from Jim Keogh who worked at the top
echelons of Time -- as to how they go about selecting the top man ... When we find
out, we can touch those levers, and begin a gradual letter campaign, etc., as we
attempted in 1966."

After the Nixon White House staff's Watergate burglars were arrested for breaking
into Democratic Party National Committee headquarters in the Watergate Office
Building in Washington, D.C. during Nixon’s 1972 campaign against George McGovern,
Buchanan wrote the following memo to Watergate conspirator and White House
staffperson Charles Colson on June 25, 1972:

" ... Let's wait for McGovern to say something about this, as he will. At this
point in time, we should fall all over McGovern -- who gives a damn about the
[Washington] Post -- and say this SOB is raising hell about a couple of Cubans stealing
papers from Larry O'Brien’s office, when George McGovern himself personally urged
Daniel Ellsburg [sic], the thief of secret Government documents, to fence those
documents with The New York Times, who published them. McGovern is a hypocrite.
To him stealing Government documents and publishing them to undermine his own
Government is just fine -- but a couple of screwballs stealing Larry O'Brien’s
documents is immoral."

Buchanan also recommended to Ehrlichman, Haldeman and Colson that the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) fire an employee because of his anti-
Nixon politics, in a September 20, 1972 memo:

"My understanding is that the anti-Nixon weasel John Pemberton is now
being politically cleared -- once again -- this time for the job of Deputy General
Counsel at EEOC. Repeatedly, about a year ago, it was pledged that Pemberton would
be ‘on the street’ in two or three weeks because of his anti-Nixon activities.

"My recommendation is that we call the General Counsel and the head of that Agency
and simply tell them that if Pemberton is not permanently removed from the list of
employees, come November, there will be a house-cleaning of the entire Agency."

i Bt 5 ...~ .See BUCHANAN On Page 13 --(P.6). ..
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ARKANSAS GOVERNOR BILL
CLINTON-PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH-
CIA-DRUGS FOR GUNS CONNECTION

A SHADOW Exposé By Paul DeRienzo

ARKANSAS AIRPORT CALLED "HUB"
OF CIA DRUGS AND GUNS PIPELINE

An independent group of researchers in Arkansas are charging that Governor Bill
Clinton is covering up an airport used by the CIA and major cocaine smugglers in a
remote corner of the Ozark mountains. According to Deborah Robinson of In These
Times, the Intermountain Regional Airport in Mena, Arkansas continues to be the hub of
operations for people like assassinated cocaine kingpin Barry Seal as well as government
intelligence operations linked to arms and drug smuggling.

In the 1980’s, the' Mena airport became one of the world’s largest aircraft refurbishing
centers, providing services to planes from many countries. Researchers claim that the
largest consumers of aircraft refurbishing services are drug smugglers and intelligence
agencies involved in covert activities. In fact, residents of Mena, Arkansas, have told
reporters that former marine Lt. Colonel Oliver North was a frequent visitor during the
1980's. Eugene Hasenfus, a pilot who was shot down in a contra supply plane over
Nicaragua in 1986, was also seen in town renting cargo vehicles.

A federal Grand Jury looking into activities at the Mena airport refused to hand down
any indictments after drug running charges were made public. Deborah Robinson says
that Clinton had "ignored the situation” until he began his presidential campaign. Clinton
then said he would provide money for a state run investigation of the Mena airport. But
according to Robinson, the promise of an investigation was never followed up by
Clinton’s staff. In fact, a local Arkansas state prosecutor blasted Clinton’s promise of an
investigation, comparing it to "spitting on a forest fire."

DISPOSABLE ASSETS

Clinton’s involvement in the drug and arms running goes even further than a mere
cover-up of the deplorable activities that went on, and are still going on, at the airport in
Mena. A federal mail fraud case against an Arkansas pilot-trainer who participated in
illegal arms exports to Central America relied on a key Clinton staffer as a chief witness.
The case was dismissed for lack of evidence when the CIA refused to allow the discussion
of top secret information about the arms transfers.

Terry Reed, a former employee of the CIA’s Air America operation in Laos during the
Indochina war, claims to have been recruited as a pilot trainer into the Iran operation by
Oliver North. In an article written by David Fallis and published last year by Covert
Action Information Bulletin, Reed said that in 1983 he had agreed to supply North’s
operatives with "certain items."

In pursuit of the Reagan administration’s contra war against the Sandinistas, the CIA
had planted mines in Nicaragua’s harbors. In 1984, Congress passed the Boland
Amendment, which cut off US aid to the contras. According to Reed, it was during this
period that North asked him to become involved in a covert operation called "Project
Donation". Reed was told he would be reimbursed for supplying the contras by insurance
companies that were linked to North's operation.

Shortly afterwards, Reed reported the "theft" of Piper turbo-prop aircraft and he filed
a $33,000 claim on which he eventually collected almost §7,000.

In late 1985, Reed received a phone call from an Air America buddy, William Cooper,
a pilot working with Southern Air Transport, another CIA front company. Cooper also
was working.with soon to be murdered drug kingpin Barry Seal at the same time he was
flying re-supply missions for the contras. In 1986, he was shot down and killed over
Nicaragua along with co-pilot Wallace Sawyer. The plane’s cargo-kicker, Eugene
Hasenfus, parachuted into the arms of waiting Sandinista soldiers. Video images of his
capture spanned the world and forced an airing of a tiny part of US covert operations.

Sandinistas who recovered the downed cargo plane searched Cooper’s pockets and
found phone numbers linking the re-supply operation with Felix Rodriguez, an associate
of George Bush, best known for murdering Che Guevera after his capture in Bolivia. To
this day, Rodriguez, who works for the CIA, wears Che’s watch as a trophy.

Reed says that Cooper told him that the stolen Piper would soon be returned and that
he should store it in a hanger at Mena until the Hasenfus mess blew over. "There was a
lot of contra stuff going on in Arkansas," said Reed, "it was the hub."

Meanwhile, Reed went into business in Mexico with the blessing of Rodriguez, who
was overseeing the contra air re-supply operation in El Salvador. Reed’s company used
Mexico to export arms to the contras, in violation of the Boland Amendment. Reed went
down to Mexico and his operation continued for a year after the Iran-Contra story broke.

According to Arkansas Committee researcher Mark Swaney, in the summer of 1987,
even as the ContraGate hearings were going on in Congress, Terry Reed began to
suspect they were using his front company for something other than smuggling weapons.
One day, he was looking for a lathe in one of his warehouses near the airport in
Guadalejara and he opened up one of the very large airfreight shipping containers (they
are about 28" long, about 7" high and about 8’ wide), and he found it packed full of
cocaine.

Swaney reports that Reed realized he was in a very precarious situation because he
was the only person on paper who had anything to do with the company set up to run
guns to the Contras in Nicaragua out of Mexico and there was nobody 1o say that he did
not know anything about what was going on. Reed decided he wasn’t going to play the
part of a patsy.

Swaney says that Reed’s contact man for the CIA in Mexico was Felix Rodriguez,
whom Reed confronted. Reed said that he hadn’t bargained for getting into narcotics
smuggling and that he was dropping out all together. Soen afterward, his legal problems
began.

In a series of mysterious events, Reed was charged with mail fraud for claiming
insurance for an aircraft that was used by North’s network under Operation Donation.
Reed, who was eventually acquitted of the charges, was picked up by the FBI after the
missing plane was discovered in the Mena hanger where Reed had put the plane at
Cooper’s suggestion. The discovery was made by Clinton’s security chief Buddy Young.
Young testified that his discovery of the stolen plane was coincidental, an assertion
federal Judge Frank Thiel said was unsupported by the facts.

Reed was charged with mail fraud for collecting insurance on the plane, but the CIA
prevented prosecutors from releasing information they called "top, top secret," aboul the
Rodriguez, North, Southern Air Transport connection. In November 1990, the
prosecution admitted they couldn’t-prosecute-Reed without the secret documents and
Judge Theil ordered Reed acquitted on all of the charges.
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SEX, DRUGS and LOW INTENSITY CONFLICT

Allegations of Governor Bill Clinton’s extra-marital sexual exploits originated with a
1990 lawsuit by Larry Nichols, a former Arkansas state employee. Nichols was fired by
Clinton in 1988 after reporters discovered Nichols had been lobbying on behalf of the
Contras from his office as head of the Arkansas Development Finance Authority.

The suit claimed that Clinton had lied when he said Nichols was fired because he was
phoning the Contras directly from his state office. Nichols claimed he only called
Washington to lobby on behalf of the Contras. In the suit, Nichols also revealed the affair
between Clinton and office secretary Gennifer Flowers.

The suit was dropped by Nichols on January 25, 1992, after Gennifer Flowers went
public with her story of the affair, Nichols told reporters that he decided 1o drop the suit
after meeting with Clinton security chief Buddy Ydung -- the same man who found Terry
Reed’s missing Piper aircraft at the Mena airport.

According to Arkansas Committee researcher Mark Swaney, Nichols said that Young
had told him he was a "dead man,” prompting Nichols to drop the suit. In public, Nichols
says he dropped the suit because "the media have made a circus out of this thing and it’s
gone way loo far." :

CLINTON’S BCCI CONNECTION

In court documents recently released by Manhattan District Attorney Robert
Morgenthau, it has been revealed that Jackson Stephens, a billionaire banker in Little
Rock, Arkansas, and ong of presidential candidate Bill Clinton’s main supporlers, may
have played a key role in setting up the illegal purchase by the Bank of Credit and
Commerce International (BCCI) of two American banks.

Both First American National Bank, the largest bank in Washington DC, and Georgia
National Bank, were purchased by BCCI front man and Siephens business associate
Gaith Pharon. Stephens’ family bank, the Worthen National Bank, recently extended a
two million dollar loan to the Clinton campaign.

Stephens, who is an avid golfer and chairman of the prestigious Masters Tournament
Committee, is named in the court records as having brought Pharon together with
Stephens’ close friend Bert Lance. Lance was a former cabinet official under President
Jimmy Carter who was forced to resign due to a banking scandal.

According to newspaper reports, BCCI founder Agha Hasan Abedi was introduced to
Lance by Stephens. Stephens, Lance, and First American Bank director and longtime
Democratic party power broker Clark Clifford all maintain that they did not know the
group of Pakistani and Saudi investors headed by Pharon, which they were dealing with,
were actually fronting for BCCI. Clinton’s staff has refused to comment.

OZARK DUMPING GROUND

Bill Clinton’s environmental record has been as dismal as his record in the Iran-Contra
scandal. He has supported the incineration of extremely toxic chemicals at a site in the
city of Jacksonville, 20 miles from Little Rock, that is reputed to be the most polluted
spot in the United States. Jacksonville was the site of Hercules Inc., a company that
produced the two components of Agent Orange, 2,4,D, which is still used in agriculture
and 2,4,5,T, which was banned by the federal government in 1983 as a carcinogen. Agent
Orange was used to defoliate Vietnamese forests during the Indochina war and its
production yields the by-product dioxin, the most toxic chemical known on earth.

Hercules sold the operation in 1976 to Vertac Inc., which closed the plant in 1987,
leaving behind 20,000 barrels of the chemicals. Gov. Bill Clinton supports a plan to
incinerate the waste, a plan that is being vigorously opposed by the residents of
Jacksonville.

In These Times reporter Deborah Robinson says that Clinton has allowed Arkansas to
become a dumping ground. "Arkansas" she says, "is still kind of a backwoods state and
there’s a lot of room for someone 1o set up whatever they want to set up and Arkansas
has been exploited by people who have things they want to do that they might not get
away with somewhere else." Robinson adds, "there are a lot of questions about what

somebody Jike. Clinton would do for.a country, when he couldn’s da anyzhing far.bis awn..

state."
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