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ANTONIO PAGAN "INSTALLED" I
IN CITY COUNCIL!!

+ Under the guard of about 20 cops, newly-created City Councilman Antonio Pagan, in
the true spirit of a public official, held an "invitation only" coronation ceremony at the
Great Hall in the Cooper Union building at Cooper Square on January 8, 1992.

In attendance were ranking cops from the ninth precinct, including Captain Esposito,
Captain Hanley and Lieutenant Heinz. Also standing by were P.O.s Richard "Chokehold"
Johnson and Carl Tyler, (both of whom are rarely seen wearing their uniforms).

Luckily for the cops, the number of demonstrators was low due to the very cold
weather. Most were confined to a "pig pen" made from police line.barriers as they
chanted at Pagan’s arriving guests: "Antonio Pagan--Landlords’ Pawn", and "Where’s the
$60,000?" (in reference to the sum of money missing from Pagan’s "housing" group which
gets federal monies and control of city-owned buildings which will revert to his ownership
after 10 years in exchange for providing temporary "low-income" subsidized "housing" in
his buildings.)

The guests, mostly white, very well dressed, and obviously well-to-do, included many
landlords and people connected with neighborhood real estate. On the guest line, former
Puerto Rican politician Herman Badillo only laughed when people wondered out loud
why he was there to honor the fascist Pagan. (He was once known for being progressive,
looking out for the interests of the poor, but apparently, he too has sold out!!)

Inside greeting the arrivals were Pagan's new "chief of staff” Anne Hayes, who
conveniently also holds the position of "assistant district manager of community board
three"!! (What conflict of interest?) With her was Reneé Williams, member of gentrifier
Kate Walter’s St. Mark’s Block Association, and now Pagan’s "liaison" to CB3,
responsible for his effort to stop the construction of a facility on East Seventh Street for
persons with AIDS. With them were more of Pagan’s gang, including right-wing landlord
Krystyna PiorKOWska, would-be real estate speculator Howard Hemsley, and would-be
journalist and propogandist Steven Vincent. They all screened everyone entering the
building and would not allow inside anyone they didn't like.

Shortly after 6:00, Pagan arrived, blowing kisses and waving to the crowd of
demonstrators as more cops arrived. One woman who had earlier managed to get inside
the auditorium with an "invitation" she obtained was forcibly removed by Johnson and
Tyler, who pushed her out the front door. When she insisted that she had the right to be
present at the ceremony and refused to move, she was arrested and taken away.

Minutes later, Manhattan Borough President Ruth Messinger (formerly known for her
alliance with progressive political groups) arrived in her chauffer-driven car. When asked
by a WBAI reporter whether Pagan had stolen the election (due to the new unfairly
redrawn city council district lines), she said "I'm not here to discuss the election, I'm here
to attend the inauguration." Later, Pagan was seen slipping out a side door of the
building, guarded by more cops.

PAGAN GETS COMFORTABLE

Until he gets his new office set up at 250 Broadway, Pagan will be operating out of his
sponsor and partner. in_corruption Assemblyman Sheldon Silver’s office at 270
Broadway. This is the ideal marraige for Pagan, since his roots'of corruption connected
with Silver and their circle of handlers, friends and financial supporters going back many
years, includes local gangsters, the Koch Administration, the "Puerto Rican/Hispanic
Council" and various phony political and "housing" groups. (See SHADOWS #17, #18,
#19 + #20 for more information).

With Pagan now in office, he will be able to realize his ultimate dream of attaining
personal wealth and accumulating real estate while making life miserable for the poorest
and least powerful segments of society, namely the homeless, squatters, low-income
tenants, street vendors, and persons with AIDS.

LANDLORDS' PAWN

The SHADOW has obtained a copy of the November/December 1991 edition of
"Housing Insights", the newsletter of SPONY (Small Property Owners of New York, 1681
Third Ave, New York, N.Y, 10128, Telephone:212-410-4600). In an article "Post Elections
Evaluation”, editor Linda Bloom writes "...several dozen SPONY members contributed
financial support. Pagan’s victory rid us of Miriam Friedlander, possibly this city’s most
rabid, anti-owner politician..DEFEATING MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER WAS THE MOST
IMPORTANT POLITICAL WIN OUR SIDE HAS EVER HAD." The article goes on to
warn landlords and real estate owners to organize further against pro-tenant politicians
like Friedlander: "The other side makes constant effort. They never give up. Witness the
fight Friedlander put up when she lost the primary....Friedlander’s bulldog persistence
cost the Pagan forces a lot of money. They are now totally depleted. And rumor has it
that Friedlander is already gearing up to challenge Pagan in two years...that’s why we
owners must invoive ourselves in races outside our own districts...by supporting
candidates who are fair to property owners...two such candidates are Anthony (sic) Pagan
and Andrew Magidson."

HERE COME THE DEMOPUBLICANS!!
By A. Kronstadt

Every four years, when the two official political parties in the U.S. nominate their
candidates, each party throws its convention in a city where it thinks that it is in the
saddle. In 1968, the Democrats held their convention in Chicago, where the party of the
jackass had ruled for twenty years in the person of Richard Daley. The Democrats are
coming to New York in the summer of 1992. What the Democrats of 1968 and the
Democrats of 1992 have in common is that they both have their Vietnam. In 1968,
Vietnam was in Southeast Asia: in 1992 it is in New York. New York’s housing crisis is
the Vietnam War of 1992. Like the Vietnam War of 1968, this new Vietnam War was
created by Democrats.

The Democrats, of course, will hotly contest this allegation. They want you to believe
that the Republicans created the housing crisis, and that they, the Democrats, when
returned to office, will put an end to it and build lots of housing for everybody just like in
the old days. New York is the living proof that the Democrats of 1992 are no more the
party of decent housing than the Democrats of 1968 were the party of peace. Successive

Democratic administrations in New York have left hundreds of thousands or“umllﬂn-_"

housing under city control to rot. After taking control of thousands of buildings for
delinquent taxes, they did nothing with these buildings except sit on them, waiting for the
right real-estate developer to come along and snap them up for conversion to luxury
housing. During the yuppie boom of the 1980’ the city ran a budget surplus. The Koch
administration had tons of money, but spent none of it on rehabilitating housing. They
continued to speculate on empty buildings, selling one here and there to a developer,
doling out tax breaks to landlords who rehabilitated apartments that no one but the rich
could afford. The ranks of the homeless swelled and still City Hall did nothing with its
money but pay police to keep people out of its myriad vacant buildings.

Now, New York City is broke. The real-estate boom has come and gone, vacant
buildings still abound, and more and more people become homeless each day. The
situation is far worse than it was before 1980. Landlords warehouse apartments with
impunity, making sure that rents stay high even in the midst of the new depression.
Millions of square feet of offices, luxury condos, new and renovated space of all
descriptions all remain uninhabited because landlords find it more profitable to keep it
empty than to drop the price. So much for the free market straightening things out.
Furthermore, most manufacturing has been driven out of the city by the spiraling rents of
the 1980s. This industry will never return, and the people who once did these jobs are
now permanently consigned to the underclass. The new "information economy," the great
future into which Koch and Cuomo claimed to be leading us, is now busy informing its
workers that they don’t have jobs anymore.

In the summer of 1992, tens of thousands of people will converge on Madison Square
Garden to tell the Democrats one thing or another. Many of these people will still regard
the Democratic party as their voice, and will come to put their issues on the Democratic
agenda. The Democratic agenda, however, is clear insofar as the dispossessed of New
York are concerned. The Democrats want the poor of the city out of parks and city-
owned buildings; even out of the subways where they seek shelter on sub-freezing days.
They want the poor neatly boxed up in jails and in festering shelters where they will soon
die of tuberculosis and get out of the way. They want to reinstitute loitering and vagrancy
laws so that those with no place to go will not even be able to walk the streets in peace.
Face it--the Democratic Party is the party of big city real estate. It represents the interests
of the Trumps, the Macklowes, and the Kalikows, and its job is to see that these people
continue Lo prosper.

When the Democrats roll into town, the people in this city should roll into the streets
to tell them to go to hell. They ruined this town, and should not be allowed to feel
welcome here. People can survive without these prostitutes in neckties, hustling votes in
exchange for degrading handouts. People can take over these abandoned buildings
themselves--they don’t need some fool to give them out as charity. We don’t have to
petition the Democratic jackasses for anything--they should just get the hell out of the
way!

THERE’S NO GOVERNMENT LIKE NO GOVERNMENT!

PREPARATIONS ARE NOW BEING MADE FOR CONVERGING ON THE
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION TO BE HELD IN NEW YORK

CITY THIS SUMMER. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE
EFFORT, WRITE OR CALL THE SHADOW AND WE WILL FORWARD
YOUR INFO TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEES INVOLVED.

Luckily for some members of this community, Pagan’s reign of terror may last only two
years, since this last election was an "interum" election. By then, he will be exposed for
the gentrifying fascist he is (as well as getting further exposure from ongoing SHADOW
investigations), but unfortunately, many poor people will have suffered by then. The
SPONY scum are very nervous about this, reminding their readers: "In politics, two years
is a very short time. The next campaign will be starting in a little over a year. Are you
going to leave the field to the (Tom) Duanes and the Friedlanders?"

It’s true--Pagan can be removed from office in a short two years, but he will have
major money pumped into his campaign from the gentrifiers and other criminals he is
fronting for. It is up to all of us to organize against Pagan and every other anti-tenant,
anti-homeless and pro-real estate owner/developer politician in any and every way ‘51614'
possible!! (Use your imagination!!) Don't allow our neighborhoods to become the -
breeding grounds for gentrifying vermin like Antonio Pagan and his handlers!! '
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CB 3 PARKS COMMITTEE ASKS CITY

TO REPLACE TSP BANDSHELL
By Stuart Frankel

On January 13, the Parks Committee of Community Board 3 voted to "demand" that
the Parks Department build a permanent replacement for the Tompkins Square Park
bandshell, which was demolished on August 28th over the protests of community
residents and "elected officials." In a motion whose exact wording was not decided on, bui
whose sentiments were unanimously agreed on by the members present, the committee
stated that they believed the intent of the bandshell demolition was to "limit the range of
political and artistic expression with the Department of Parks as arbiters.” The motion
also pointed out that the temporary sound stage proposed by the Parks Department to
take the place of the bandshell was not an adequate replacement, since there would be a
fee charged, it would require a permit issued by the Parks Department, and it would
preclude impromptu or small-scale performances.

The committee also received contemptuous responses to letters they had sent various
city agencies. They had written the Parks Department a detailed, 8-page letter, asking
specific questions about the park, and requesting that the Parks Department stick to the
"scope" (plan) previously agreed to. In response, Parks sent a vague couple of
paragraphs, saying that "certain items may be adjusted to fit filed conditions."

The Community Board had also written to the Corporation Counsel asking (1) if the
Parks Department’s failure to consult the board about the Tompkins Square
"renovations” was a violation of the city charter, and (2) if the suspicious-looking contract
let for the park demolition work was possibly illegal. (SHADOW readers will remember
that the Corporation Counsel fought in court against activist attorney Stanley Cohen’s
legal efforts to reopen the park and prevent the bandshell demolition. Stanley argued
that the mayor and Parks Department violated the city charter by circumventing
community approval and that the demolition contract was illegal since it violated the
bidding process and did not include an environmental impact study.)

Ruth Markowitz of the Corporation Counsel’s office didn’t respond to the second
question. She said that the board had been consulted about the bandshell demolition
and mentioned specifically a 1984 plan, which in fact the board had never even voted on.
However, she concluded with a final slap in the face, the community board is merely
advisory.

People might want to take note: the city government sets up these "community boards"
specifically to provide public access into the government -- this is what it says in the city
charter. This is THEIR board that THEY set up and they STILL feel no compunclion
about telling them to fuck off whenever they feel like it.

Committee member Robert Schoenbohn said that the city never argued that the band
shell was demolished because of safety or policing requirements, and that in his opinion
the demolition was an attempt to abridge the First Amendment free-speech rights of the
people of the Lower East Side.

Support for this position comes from a source in parks commissioner Betsy Gotbaum’s
office, who said that the bandshell was torn down because the mayor’s office was afraid it

‘would be used to "start riots,” and that they "muscled [the demolition] in over the head of
the community board." )

Since most of the riots in the neighborhood actually appear to have come from the 9th
precinct and Police Headquarters at 1 Police Plaza, it looks like the city tore down the
wrong structure!

AT TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK, ITS..
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GRAMERCY PARK LOCKED UP!!

(Special to the SHADOW)

Outraged over the closing of Tompkins Square by the city, a group of eco-terra-
ists took the law into their own hands one evening last November.

Armed with lengths of heavy chain and cheap padlocks, the terra-ists closed
down Gramercy Park--New York City’s only private park.

Using the dark of night to cloak their actions, they locked all of the gates leading
into the park, and left the notice printed below at all the entrances. Their actions
were witnessed by one zombie-eyed woman who kept walking around the park,
over and over again.

Since the chains were cut by 10:00AM the next morning, it is not known how
many of the ruling class were unable to go for their morning stroll, or how many
of their dogs were not able to take their morning shit next to their favorite tree.
The terra-ists said that they would repeat the action, they also encouraged others
to take similar actions. There are many targets in and out of our neighborhood
just screaming for direct action to happen there. And, like Gramercy Park that
night, many of them are not constantly guarded by police.

GEE, EVER SINCE THE PARK
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"ON MENTAL HEALTH AND OTHER MATTERS"

This month, come with us to explore the world of mental health, real estate interests,
city agencies (most notably HPD, the mis-named Department of "Housing, Preservation
and Development"), government officials (including newly created councilmember
Antonio Pagan), corporate bigwigs and the ties which oftimes link these seemingly
unrelated entities together.

The thing which initially caught our attention was the unusual occurence last spring
over the contest as to who should get control over the "Gouverneur Hospital Site" for
development as a mental health residence, coming down to a choice between two local
agencies--Community Access and the Lower East Side Mutual Housing Association
(LESMHA), the latter being eventually endorsed by the community board by a healthy
majority. However, within a short period of time, this decision was seemingly set aside
and the mental health project, with its large federal and state funding, was accorded to
Community Access following intervention into the matter by the district’s Congressman
Bill Green. Being somewhat amazed at the marshalling of such heavy clout, (although the
Resolution Trust Corporation "RTC," a federal agency was involved in the proceedings to
some exient), we were all the more so when we subsequently observed that Bill Green
figures prominently on Community Access’ board of advisors list. (Shortly thereafter, Eric
Kolbe, the Executive Director of LESMHA, was replaced and the position was taken over
by Luis Nieves, a former associate of Antonio Pagan!!)

Looking over the composition of the board of Community Access, one is immediately
struck by the representation of heavy real estate "Blue Ribbon" law firm of Strook &
Strook, comprising virtually one half of the board membership. Of the board, not more
than two members could be even remotely described as being mental health
professionals, or as having any kind of regular contact with the mentally ill.

No less revealing are the links 1o the city agencies. As it is acknowledged by even their
own executives, Community Access is now getting most of the vacant buildings on the
Lower East Side specifically designated for mental health facilities, and as it is certainly
not the only agency interested these locations, one wonders what has become of the
bidding process? Can it be that they have found a friend at 100 Gold Street (HPD
headquarters), a certain assistant commissioner whose top staffers have been steady
guests at their lavish fundraisers to which, incidentally, "clients" are never invited? What,
however, is demonstrable, is the fact that the agency recently acquired a new top staff
person, Liz Glass, who transferred directly from the position of head of HPD's "SRO
Office"!! (One of their main duties is picking sites for mental health facilities).

The ties to the local power structure lie in the fact that Zulma Zayas, on the staff of
Community Access, is simultaneously on the staff of Pagan’s Lower East Side Coalition
Housing Development!!

For all its close ties to the wealthy and well-connected (in reality, it is their creation), in
services to the mentally impaired population, this agency is remiss in at least one respect,
i.e., they concentrate on the least difficult cases and tend to avoid the harder ones, so-
called M.L.C.A.’s (Mentally Ill Chemical Abusers), being in conflict with, at least, the
spirit of new state thinking on the problem.

Also, Community Access is not so "accessible” when it comes to working with the
community, as their minions have loftily disdained to entertain participation in any form
of "Community Advisory" set-up, which most similar agencies both in the neighborhood
and throughout the City do have.
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TRIES TO KILL AIDS
HOUSING PROJECT!!

HIV TREATMENT CENTER PASSES

COMMUNITY BOARD VOTE
By Stuart Frankel

Housing Works, a spinoff of ACT UP (AIDS Coalition To Unieash Power), is moving
ahead with plans to construct a housing and service center for chemically dependent
people with HIV (the Human Immunodeficiency Virus). Housing Works is organized as a
minority-controlled not-for-profit corporation. Most of the board members are HIV-
positive and many of them have been homeless.

They are planning to build a residence for 30 homeless people with HIV-related
ilinesses and a day-treatment center for another 60 on 186-194 East 7th Street, a lot
currently split between a parking lot and a really ugly garden. Their architectural plans
involve actually expanding the area available for the garden.

This block of 7th Street, between Avenues B and C, is the scene of some of the
heaviest drug dealing in the neighborhood. If experience with other drug treatment
centers is any guide, strict policing of the Housing Works center's residence will help to
cut down on the drug dealing right outside.

As soon as they got wind of the proposal, would-be gentrifiers from city councilman
Antonio Pagan’s Democratic Action Club (DAC) started to mobilize opposition to the
project. The DAC was formed to propel the gay homophobe Antonio Pagan onto the city
council. People from the DAC began telling scare stories, such as that Housing Works
was going to bring drug addicts into the neighborhood (actually, they don’t have to; there
are already quite enough of them here), and that the project somehow endangers
children. (It must take a really warped sensibility to turn away someone desperately
seeking medical treatment on the grounds that his or her presence is offensive.
Nevertheless, the DAC stooped to the task.) They organized people to speak against the
proposal at two successive Community Board 3 meetings. Their constant drumbeat was
that this neighborhood has too many social services and that we should, presumably, ship
people they find unattractive out of the neighborhood.

Renée Williams, a DAC member and Pagan campaign worker, and now councilman
Pagan’s "Community Board Three Liaison," said: "Frankly, we're exhausted,” and she
called for a moratorium on approval of new social programs. She didn’t say exactly what
she was exhausted of. If it's AIDS or drug addiction, she’d want to encourage social
programs. Probably, she’s tired of having to LOOK at those awful people who need help.

In the end, the Community Board was not swayed by phony arguments, such as that
the people being treated should be drug-free before they go in for drug treatment. The
Board voted 23-3, with 8 abstentions, (o approve the project.

Board member Mike Eilenfeldt pointed out that the language of the DAC is the
language of property. Board member Anne Johnson, not normally a SHADOW favorite,
gave a strong speech saying she was "sick of all the outrageous comments, (such as)
‘people are afraid to catch AIDS’ or ‘what will the children see?™ Looking directly at
Pagan ally and local landlord Krystyna Piorkowska, Johnson added that that a lot of the
oppaosition to the project was from "racist, homophobic people." Board member Charlie
Crespo said he had "new information" about the project -- he voted against it -- but he
wouldn’t tell anyone what it was.

Housing Works hopes to begin construction this summer and, with any luck, they will
be treating people by early 1993.

mEEa. wr

This is all the more surprising as one of their residences is situated on one of the worst
drug blocks on the Lower East Side (7th Street between Avenues B and C) and that'’s
saying a mouthful. Their participation here could be of great significance.

Saddening to see such a high-profile agency with such exalted "bona fides" display, at

least up to this point, such poor community spirit. SHELTER WATCHER
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AND TENANTS MARCH TO DEMAND:
"NO EVICTIONS"!!

By Chris Flash

On December 22, a noon rally and concert was held at Union
Square, organized by the Housing Solidarity Network, a coalition of
homeless people from city shelters, squatters from the Lower East
Side and the Bronx, tenant groups and political activists from
different sides (whose ideologies normally have them at odds with
each other).

Their objectives include stopping the city's removal of homeless
persons from public spaces, the eviction of squatters and
homesteaders from city-owned abandoned buildings, and the
speeded up process of tenant evictions as agreed to by the city’s
Housing Court. In addition, they demanded the reopening of the
firehouses that have been closed due to the city’s declared "budget
crisis”, since fires create even more homelessness.

Surrounded by scores of cops under Captains Esposito and Frey,
both of the 9th precinct, the crowd was entertained by musicians
Moogy, Professor Louie, Stevie D. and the Emmaus House Posse,
Randy Harris, and Roger Manning. Speakers included Dr. Roderick
Wallace (whose research has exposed the city’s "planned shrinkage"
that caused the burnout of neighborhoods in the 1970s), Nelly
Hester-Baily (with Columbia Tenants Union, whose husband Bruce
was murdered and butchered by goons hired by landlords) and
Matthew Lee (of Inner City Press/Community on the Move, a Bronx
Squatters Community group). By 3:00, the audience had grown to
more than 200 and were ready to march uptown. On the way,
marchers played musical instruments, carried banners and chanted
their demands for housing for the homeless. Joining the marchers
was Norman Seigel of the New York Civil Liberties Union, who was
there to guarantee that the marchers’ First Amendment rights were
protected.

Al Herald Square, the large number of police vehicles following
the marchers (7 cop cars, 2 unmarked cars, 2 vans and a paddy
wagon) caused a traffic jam as the marchers rallied across from
Macy’s, causing angry drivers to honk at the cops. Flanked by cops,
the marchers then made their way up to the Port Authority Bus
Terminal ("PA"). Once there, Captain Frey tried to lure them into a
"pig pen" composed of police barricades, which had been set up by

cops in advance. Instead of allowing themselves to be trapped off,
the demonstrators took the sidewalk and began a walking picket. To
protect the groups that had applied for the permits, the march was
declared officially "over", with the announcement that civil
disobedience was about to begin. :

The reason for hitting the Port Authority was that on December 1,
the PA began "Operation Alternative", a program of enforcing every
petty rule and regulation on the PA’s books, including the removal of
homeless people from the facility by force or by arrest. Operating
under the guise of offering "referrals” to city "services", the Port
Authority has been forcing the homeless lo choose between the city's
dangerous shelter system or freezing on the city’s streets.

As speakers spoke and Roger Manning played a song or two, a few
people came up with bags of winter coats for the homeless and gave
them out. Captain Frey met Captain Cafaro of the "Port Authority
Police" and filled him in on the situation before taking off with most
of his men. Cafaro warned Seigel that protestors would be arrested if
they entered the terminal, but Seigel reminded him that anyone has
the right to enter the Port Authority. Cafaro then said that if anyone
sat down they would be arrested, and he asked Seigel if they were
going to be violent!!

At 4:30, inside the Port Auihority, tucked into a corner on the
second floor, two demonstrators sat covered by blankets. Captain
Cafaro, joined by a dozen cops, asked if they wanted a "referral" to a
shelter, and then told his boys to "arrest them". While being filmed
by local television station and newspaper cameras, the pigs dragged
and carried the demonstrators away to the pig station downsiairs.

They were released about half an hour later with "Desk Appearance
Tickets".

Meanwhile, outside in front of the Port Authority, things were
heating up. For the next few hours, the demonstration became a loud
sing-along, with more homeless people and musicians joining in as
Port Authority cops stood by silently. As the weather gets colder,
more demonstrations are being planned to turn up the heat on the
city!!

DUTCH
SQUATTERS
ACQUITTED!!

(Special report from
Autonome Forum
through NN)

By Jan Kraker

In May, 1990, violent confronta-
tions erupted between squatters
and riot police in the Dutch city of
Groningen as city officials enact-
ted martial law and authorized
the use of near-lethal doses of
tear gas to evict the WNC squat
complex. When the squatters sur-
rendered, well over 100 were
arrested and detained for up to
several weeks in isolation. All
those arrested were charged with
Article 140, a Dutch anti-terrorist
law which makes sympathy for or
membership in an illegal organ-
ization a punishable offense. But
on November 26, a Dutch court
ruled that the crimes committed
(i.e. militant squat defense) were
on-off deeds and that the "illegal
organization® (i.e. the group of
squatters) was not criminally
active at other times, thus Article
140 could not apply. Likewise, all
115 persons charged with Article
141 (public violence) were ac-
quitted due to lack of evidence --
everyone had been masked dur-
ing the confrontations with the
police!

Unfortunately, eight people were
given sentences ranging from 3-4
months for violating Article 141,
probably because they gave self-
incriminating statements to the
police while in detention.
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By Lisa Novacek, Chris Flash, A. Kronstadt

*The most absurd apology for authority and law is that they serve to
diminish crime’--Emma Goldman

Some things never change, and history tells us this could easily be said of
police and government repression.

As SHADOW readers know, the MayDay 29 are a group of people arrested
on the night of May 1, 1990, during yet another police riot which resulted when cops
ordered by Inspector Michael Julian rushed the stage in Tompkins Square Park during
the annual Resist to Exist/Squatter MayDay Concert to cut off the power as the last
band was playing, even though concert organizers had received an extension beyond the
9:00 time limit. In spite of several other ways to cut the power without entering the
bandshell, cops chose to attack the front stage area only five minutes after the deadline.
They clubbed and arrested the MC and stage manager, as well as band members, while
trashing their equipment. The police later claimed that dozens of cops were injured.

Twenty-eight people were arrested that evening and one was arrested (wo
weeks later by undercover cops. Most of those arrested are well-known activists on the
Lower East Side, while others swept-up by the random police action were not involved
in the political scene around the park. Since the riot, some defendants have pleaded
guilty to lesser charges to avoid the hassle of going to court and risk blowing trial on
trumped-up charges, while most of the other cases were dismissed and disposed of after
being reduced to misdemeanors. Only two misdemeanor defendants remain.

The judge in the felony trial, Richard C. Failla, New York City’s first openly
gay judge and former head of Homicide in District Attorney Robert Morgenthau’s
office, allowed some defendants to take lesser pleas in exchange for performing over
100 hours of "community service", saying he planned to save jail time for those he felt
were responsible for the violence. (Failla also decided that those arrested and taken
away when the cops first hit the stage were responsible for everything taking place in
the ensuing riot, even though they were no longer present!!) The remaining five still
facing felony charges maintained their innocence on all counts.

The MayDay 29 trial has proven to be like most other political trials, where
the defendants are not allowed to introduce evidence that would both prove their
innocence and put the testimony and circumstantial evidence being used by the
prosecution into a political context.

MAY DAY HISTORY

To put the MayDay 29 trial into a historical perspective, it is interesting to take a look
at events that took place around May 1, 1886, the first MayDay protest/celebration.
Although the political surroundings are different and the issues vary, the State’s method
of suppressing a political movement by framing people that the police see as dangerous is
very similar today.

In 1886, the movement for an eight-hour working day had been growing. On May 1,
tens of thousands of workers went on strike across the nation. In Chicago, where most of
the industries were paralyzed by the strike, the state militia were called out and the police
were ready. The Mail, a Chicago newspaper, asked that Albert Parsons and August Spies,
the anarchist organizers of the International Working People’s Association, be watched.
"Keep them in view," "Hold them personally responsible for any trouble,” "Make an
example of them if trouble occurs", read The Mail's editorial. On May 3-4, a series of
events took place which were to put Parsons and Spies in exactly the position that The
Mail had suggested. That day, in front of the McCormick Harvester Works, where
strikers and sympathizers fought scab workers, the police fired into a crowd of strikers
running from the scene, killing four. This action by the police led Spies to the print shop
to make flyers asking for revenge, and calling the "workingmen" to Arms!

A meeting was called for Haymarket Square on the evening of May 4, and about 3,000
people attended. As the meeting was coming to a close, 180 policemen showed up,
advanced on the speakers’ platform and ordered the crowed to disperse. The speaker
said the meeting was almost over. A bomb then exploded in the midst of the police,
wounding 66 policemen, of whom seven later died. The police fired into the crowd, killing
several people and wounding 200.

With no evidence of who threw the bomb, the police arrested eight anarchists in
Chicago. The Chicago Journal wrote: "Justice should be prompt in dealing with the
arrested anarchists. The law regarding accessories to crime in this state is so plain that
their trials will be short." Iilinois law said that anyone inciting a murder was guilty of the
murder. The evidence against the eight anarchists was their ideas and their literature --
none had been at Haymarket that day except Fielden, who was speaking when the bomb
exploded. A Jury found them guilty.and sentenced them to death. Their appeals were
denied: the Supreme Court said it had no jurisdiction.

Four of the anarchists were hanged and one blew himself up in his cell by exploding a
stick of dynamite in his mouth. Three remained in prison. The executions enraged people
internationally -- 25,000 marched in a funeral procession in Chicago.

Some evidence came out later that a man named Rudolph Schnaubelt, supposedly an
anarchist, was actually an agent provocateur hired to throw the bomb and thus enable the
arrest of hundreds, and destroy any revolutionary movement in Chicago. To this day, it
has not been discovered who threw the bomb. The long-term effect was to keep alive the
class anger of many and to inspire others.

The State’s tactics are as old as the word oppression. Even today, over 100 years later,
the political railroading of organizers is alive and well, and the courts are continuing to be
used as tools to squash and intimidate political organizing.

Although no bombs went off on May 1, 1990, the district attorney and the police
department tried to turn flying bottles into bombs. The movement and struggle in and
around Tompkins Square Park has long been a thorn in the side of the cops and
politically powerful in this city, and they think that by putting away the MayDay
defendants they will put an end to the activism on the Lower East Side. (The reality is
that this'-movement is diverse and not lead by a small group of people, and therefore is
not likely to.disdppear.) - .. : ;

DHORUBA BIN WAHAD

FACING
REIMPRISONMENT!!

By Bob Feldman

Manhattan’s District Attorney, Robert Morgenthau, won't give up his
campaign to reimprison former Black Panther Party Leader Dhoruba Bin Wahad.
Bin Wahad was released from New York's prison system in March, 1990 — after
19 years of imprisonment for a crime he did not, it seems, commit. But, on
December 19, 1991, New York's Court of Appeals, at the request of D.A.
Morgenthau, reinstated Dhoruba Bin Wahad's convictions and paved the way
for his possible imprisonment.

Although Bin Wahad is still being persecuted by D.A. Morgenthau
because, apparently, of his radical political beliefs and because the white U.S.
corporate Establishment has never been too fond of strong, politically militant,
intellectually independent African-American men, the language of yuppie legal
technicalities is being utilized by the Establishment’s court system to create the
legal pretext for Dhoruba Bin Wahad’s possible reimprisonment.

Supporters of Dhoruba Bin Wahad are being asked to circulate
petitions demanding that he be allowed to remain free, and people are also
being urged to write letters to Robert Morgenthau, Manhattan District Attorney,
One Hogan Place, New York, New York 10007, expressing their “support for
Dhoruba Bin Wahad being allowed to remain out on his own recognizance
pending the outcome of the evidentiary hearings ordered by the Court of
Appeals on December 19, 1991."

While imprisoned, Dhoruba married anti-apartheid activist Tanaquil
Jones, who had emerged as the charismatic spokesperson for the Columbia
Coalition For A Free South Africa during the Spring 1985 student blockade of
Columbia University's Hamilton Hall which demanded that Columbia divest itself
of stock in U.S. corporations that did business in South Africa. Jones later
organized the initial December 1986 antiracist march through Howard Beach,
Queens, following the white racist mob attack on Michael Griffith which led to
Griffith’s death. Jones also led student protests against Columbia for its failure
to discipline the white students involved in a 1987 racial attack on African-
American students on Columbia’s campus, before she became involved in
prisoner solidarity activism with the Center for Constitutional Rights.

In a December 23, 1991 letter to supporters, Jones notes that The New
York Times’ December 20, 1991 article reporting the Court of Appeals’
reinstatement of Dhoruba's conviction *fails to mention the fact that Dhoruba
was framed by the New York City Police Department and F.B.l. through its
Counterintelligence Program (COINTELPRO)" and "maligns the Black Panther
Party (of which Dhoruba was a leader) by stating it was responsible for ‘a wave
of bombings and disorder.™

Since his March, 1990 release, Dhoruba Bin Wahad has spoken on TV,
at political meetings, on college campuses and at rallies about the way he’s
been persecuted by the government and on behalf of U.S. political prisoners
who remain locked up. If the U.S. Establishment is able to reimprison Dhoruba
Bin Wahad in 1992, it will be a major political defeat for the cause of
democratization and human rights within the United States. For more
information about the latest developments in New York City’'s Dhoruba Bin
Wahad Case, call (718) 624-0800.

THE DEFENDANTS
After all the deals and plea bargaining were done, the remaining felony defendants
and their lawyers were: John, represented by Ronald Kuby; Kenny, represented by James

_Roth; Lori, represented by Susan Tipograph; Anthony, represented by Steve Berstein;

and Tom, represented by Susan Levin.

John, also known as John Squat or John the Communist, and one of the activists best
known to the cops, was the only defendant not arrested the night of the riot. He was
arrested more than two weeks later on May 18, at the first Free Speech Speakout after
the riot, moments after Inspector Julian was seen waving a set of handcuffs in the air in
his direction as John spoke. John was tackled in the park by several plainclothes cops who
kicked and beat him as they stood on his legs. Inside the Fifth Precinct, P.O. Jon Licari
punched him, threatened to kill him, wroté "Free The Land" on his face and "I am an
asshole" on his shirt.

On the witness stand, Licari denied everything, answering Kuby’s questions with grunts.
John was being charged with Riot and Criminal Possession of a Weapon (a bottle).

Suspiciously, when Kuby told the court that he might call P.O. Muiroy to the stand
(partly due to Mulroy’s criminal complaint report phoned in by P.O. Flynn, which did not
contain John’s name), an entirely new report was "discovered"” a few days later, containing
both John'’s name and his nickname!!

Kenny, who was charged with Assault, Riot and the catch-all "Obstruction of
Governmental Administration” seemed to be the main course for Assistant District
Attorney Dan Connolly, who tried to portray Kenny as one of the "leaders" of the riot. He
claimed that Kenny waved his arms and made a speech on the microphone telling the
audience: "Be prepared to break the law tonight" and "Be prepared to resist."

Roth explained that Kenny was doing neither, but was simply dancing on stage along
with others to the music of Spy vs. Spy, the last band playing. This was shown several
times on the video tape of the concert and riot played in court. Roth further explained

{\See MAYDAY 29 On Page 7"




KEITH THOMPSON 1965-1992

On January 2, 1992, Lower East Side activist Keith Thompson died in Harlem
Hospital from complications arising from AIDS and tuberculosis.

Keith came from a large family. Early in his life he had been placed in the
foster care system by his parents. (He reconciled with them shortly before his
death when they came to see him at the hospital.) Living in NYC's shelter system,
he became an activist at the Paris Hotel on the Bowery.

In 1987, Keith was vice-president of the Homeless Clients Advisory Committee
(HCAC), an organization made up of mostly homeless people fighting for the
rights of people living in New York’s shelter system which met at the Third St.
Men’s Sheiter. Because of his activism, Keith was ejected from shelters because
he carried a set of rules governing the shelter system, and would call out the
sheiter employees anytime they violated the rights of the people living there
(which was continously).

Keith joined other homeless activists in a group called Homeward Bound to
squat City Hall Park in the fall and winter of 1987 to protest against the city’s
policies on homelessness and he continued to be a thorn in the side of Mayor Ed
Koch and the city government for more than 200 days.

Keith, in co-ordination with other homeless groups and activists who lived
there, formed Tompkins Square *Tent City", in the spring of 1989. When the
residents of Tent City joined the Housing Now march on Washington DC in
October of 1989, Keith was there.

When the march arrived in Washington DC on October 19th, only 250 of the
450 people that started to march from NYC had finished it. Keith served as a
spokesperson to the fmedia, acting as the liaison between the homeless activists
who were meeting with Jack Kemp at HUD, and the hundreds of thousands of
people who had marched on Washington.

When the police raided the homeless encampments in TSP several times

during the summer of 1989, tearing down the tents and evicting the homeless, 7

¥eith played a major role in fighting back and defending against the pig assaulits’
with other park activists, He was a good, loud, and articulate voice against the
riot cops, often getting in their faces and making them look even more foolish
than they were.

When the police came to evict the Umbrella House squat in 1989, Keith made a
marathon speech for hours, out in the front, in just his tee-shirt, underwear and
red cowboy boots, sounding like a preacher. As the crowd swelled, people seem
spellbound by his great oratory skill, and didn't seem to notice that he wasn't
wearing any pants.

Outside of the park, Keith also organized a demo to stop benches from being
taken out of the 2nd Avenue subway station where homeless people slept on
them. Keith also organized people to ride the A train one winter as a mobile
"Food, Not Bombs® to serve meals to the homeless on the subway cars.

At the first anniversary of the August 1988 Tompkins Square Park Pig Riot in
1989, Keith dressed up as a Keystone Kop and did a parody of the NYPD and the
parks pigs. Though Keith was a major player in the movement, he was scorned
for his homosexuality by others who lived in the park. He wasn't considered one
of the top leaders of Tent City movement by them, because he was gay. But he
never let it stop him.

Keith left Tompkins Square Park shortly before they closed it in the spring of
1991. He had been living in the bandshell for a year. He went to the Greenpoint,
Brooklyn, men’s shelter, where his health rapidly deteriorated. He put up sheets
around his bed, but they declared it a fire hazard. He was supposedly

transferred, but he ended up on the street. His social security payments were cut
off because the sheiter informed them that he no longer lived there. He
contracted tuberculosis, which he most likely got in the shelter. His philosophy
was that shelters don’t work. He was taken to Harlem Hospital in late November
or early December, where he died on January 2, 1992,

A week or so after his death, Keith's voice was heard on WBAI radio. Bob Fass
was playing an old show in which Keith called Bob to tell of his plans for more
demos, in his loud and determined style. For all his energy and daring In the face
of the pigs, in the end, Keith became a victim of the very things he fought against
in the last years of his life.

A memorial for Keith will be held on February 10th at the Living Theater, 292
East 3rd Street, at 8:00PM.
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that Inspector Julian was "primed for a confrontation” and that he had decided to arrest
Kenny before the bottles began flying. (On his way into the court building, SHADOW
editor Chris Flash ran into Julian holding a copy of SHADOW #16 showing people on
stage pushing Kenny into the advancing cops. Julian said this proved that the cops didn’t
start the riot, and he said that Kenny started the riot on the microphone. When Flash told
him that some cops are accusing him of starting the riot, Julian said: "Yeah, I know, those
assholes!!")

Inspector Julian’s testimony on Kenny's gestures was one of the most hilarious
moments of this trial. Julian was asked by Jim Roth to imitate the type of dancing he
witnessed on stage. Although Julian tried to give some lame excuse about not being able
to dance because of his injured knee, Judge Failla insisted that he get up and dance! (It is
impossible to describe the motions and gyrations of Julian’s flailing appendages, but one
thing is certainly clear--cops ain't got no rythym!)

The focus on Kenny is not surprising, considering that besides being a long-time
community activist, he also has a pending civil suit against Julian and Sgt Steve Marron
due to the injuries he received at the hands of the cops.

Lori, one of the more visible activists on the Lower East side and one of those
responsible for setting up the concert, was charged with Riot and Incitement to riot. In
her opening arguments before the jury, Lori, initially acting in her own defense, explained
that as an anarchist, she has no faith in the government, but has faith in the people. She
pointed out that the cops are natural adversaries with those who were putting on the
concert, and they had an interest in perpetrating the myth of Tompkins Square Park as a
"cesspool” and "pit of violence". ADA Connolly objected several times throughout, with
Judge Failla mostly agreeing.

Lori continued to defend herself for several weeks, and then decided to let Tipograph
take over, telling the SHADOW: "I decided that I had to make a choice about whether I
was going (o get my case heard or go to jail".

Anthony, charged with Riot and Criminal Possession of a Weapon, was jumped by two
undercover cops that night. Although the prosecution contends Anthony was throwing a
bottle, there is very little evidence to support this. This was demonstrated when P.O.
Bourke, asked by Connolly to identify Anthony in front of the jury, instead pointed to
Connolly’s brother who was sitting in the audience!

One of the more ironic aspects of the trial concerned Tom, who is not connected with
any political group or protest movement. He faced the most serious charges of 2nd
Degree Riot and Criminal Possession of a Weapon, accused of tossing a bottle and hitting
P.O. Kelly in the head. In fact, Tom was dining in his apartment that night with his twin
brother and brother's wife, who were visiting from out of town, as the police riot raged
outside his window. After their visit, as he escorted them to their car, the pigs demanded
they leave the sidewalk area. Tom’s brother was beaten by the cops and when he came (o

his brother’s aid, they were both beaten and he was arrested for throwing a bottle. Even
.though P.O. Kelly admits that he didn’t see who threw the bottle, he is suing Tom for $4.5

million.

THE "TRIAL"

The State’s case rested on the testimony of 37 cops, most of whom have demonstrated
animosity toward the defendants in past confrontations around Tompkins Square. Three
cops (Sgt. Steve Marron, P.O. Kevin Flynn and P.O. Harry Hernandez) are suing the cily
(as well as their superior officers) and one of the defendants (John) over "injuries” they
allegedly sustained during the riot, seeking $7 million. Another cop, P.O. Kelly, is suing a
defendant (Tom) for $4.5 million. (Hardly impartial witnesses, these cops have a personal
and financial interest in testifying against the defendants in order to lend credibility to
their lawsuits.)

Interestingly, in the criminal trial, the cops blamed the riot on the defendants, while in
their lawsuits, the cops suing the city are blaming the riot on Inspector Michael Julian!!
On the witness stand, Julian told the jury he was not worried about being named in the
suits against the city because if he loses, the city will pay any judgement against him!!

The lengthy trial, which began on October 17th, was supposed to last only about eight
weeks, but went on four weeks longer, consisting mostly of listening to the testimony of
the cops, many of whom told contradicting stories in spite of being prepped in advance by
the District Attorney's office. (Six civilians, all associated in one way or another with
gentrifier city councilman Antonio Pagan, were originally set to testify against the
defendants, but decided not to after their names were printed in SHADOW #20!!)

P.O. Flynn broke into tears on the stand and claimed that as a result of getting hit with
a bottle, he can no longer have sex or watch TV. He then told the court that his life was
threatened due to his name and photo being published in SHADOW #11 ("PIGS
RIOT!™). This was proven to be false after SHADOW #11 was checked out.

See MAYDAY 29 On Page 16
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