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"I ALWAYS BUY THIS PAPER TO 

SEE WHAT THE COPS ARE UP TO"-­
(Beat cop buying the SHADOW at A-CENTRAL 

TOMPKINS SQUARE POLICE STATE (Continued) 
Books-on October 24, 1991) 

The day after our last issue , which warned of impending city plans to demolish the 

Tompkins Sq1,1are Park bandshell, which has served our community for 25 years, the pigs 

in City Hall had it torn down on Aug. 28th, in spite of protests and even pleadings from 

from all political sides of the community. To justify this complete disregard of the 

community, the Mayor's office claimed alternately that the bandshell was: "unsafe", too 
expensive to repair, the site of homeless people, drug dealing, and that it was "too large" 

for the park!! As any area resident knew, if the city wanted to stop the homeless from 

sleeping in the bandshell overnight, they could have simply repaired the electric roll down 

gate in front. This would have eliminated their other false arguments as well!! 

In our last editorial, we explained how the police department wanted to create and 

enforce a police state in Tompkins Square with help from the city and the mainstream 

media. By provoking incidents in the area (harrassment , beatings, petty arrests; etc) that 

have resulted in outbursts of anger against them, and by getting right wingers to lodge 

complaints against people responding to the police state, the police department 
succeeded in getting a large number of pigs assigned fo occupy the area. Claiming that 

Tompkins Square Park was the source of the "trouble" in the neighborhood after causing 

several skirmishes and riots there since August 1988, the pigs succeeded in getting the 

park closed. After they claimed that the bandshell was the source of the "trouble" in the 

park, they succeeded in getting it demolished. 

After getting the first part of their plan in place , the pigs are now proceeding to the 
next step. To accomplish their ultimate goal to have the park destroyed and remodeled 

into a modern "policeable" park under the guise of unneeded "renovations", the pigs will 

try to remove the elements that have disrupted their plans and who try to stop the 

gentrifiers who want to "develop" the Lower East Side into the most expensive property 

in Manhattan. These elements include the homeless, political activists around the park, 

and the squatters near the park. 

The homeless, already swept more than a dozen times from the park, were again 

evicted from vacant lots near the park when the pigs hit them on Aug. 15th. They now 

occupy streets, sidewalks and doorways around the neighborhood. Several activists have 

been hit with felony rndictments, stemming from the May Day Pig Riot of 1990, which 

resulted when pigs rushed the bandshell stage to cut t~e power during a concert when 

they could have turned it off from several other locations. Sources tell the SHADOW that 

these people are being persecuted for their roles as activists against the pigs and the 
state, not necessarily because o(anything allegedly taking place on May Day 1990. They 

are now on trial and face many years in jail if convicted. Other activists are harrassed and 

arrested for simply holding signs and banners, handing out leaflets, and hanging out with 

friends on sidewalks. Three squat buildings have been hit by pigs in the past few weeks: 

On Sept. 18th, Noah's Ark squat was raided and evicted at dawn by scores of riot pigs 

who blocked the doorway of another squa t nearby. City crews were standing by, and had 

the interior completely gutted by the afternoon. On Sept. 30th, 3BC squat was threatened 
with eviction by fire pigs, who waited for cops to come. When the cops didn't show, the 

fi re pigs left . On Oct. 23rd, Fetus Squat was raided by pigs wit!} guns drawn, allegedly 
\ooking for a defendant in the May Day 29 felony case. The SHADOW heard from a high 
ranking cop source that the pigs are planning to hit several more squat buildings soon, as 
long as the city has demolition crews ready to destroy them immediately. 

After these targets are removed, next will be the low-income and rent-stabilized and 
tenants who have been barely able to hang onto their apartments as rents in New York 

have skyrocketed around them, and who have been a pain in the asses of gentrifiers. 

Once the obstacles to gentrification a re gone, Tompkins Square Park can be re-opened. 

With the redistricting in place and the primary election for City Council won by Antonio 

Pagan, the servant of right wingers and the developers, it looks like their plans are falling 

neatly into place, ifwe allow it to happen!! It is now up to all of us to stop this 

scenario in any and every way possible!! Support those who fight for our rights, help the 

homeless, and stop Antonio Pagan from getting elected to the City Council in November. 

If you vote, select any'one else running for election, if you value our neighborhood!! •11YAPPENSNEX~ 
a.ir ';_;~bi DA 29 

Tuesday • Friday 

100 Center Street 
15th Door Part 38 

9:30 • 5 PM Thro Mid November 
On May 1, 1990 police stormed the stage of the four-day RESIST TO EXIST 
SQUATTER MAYDAY Festival and beat-up community activists in full view 
of 300 people. 7 people are now on trial in NY State Supreme Court as the 
police attempt to frame us with their violence. Procecutors will call 37 police 
to the stand as well as Pagan piglets Sam Turvey, Elizabeth Acevedo and 
others to tell their lies. The MAYDAY defendants and their lawyers are well 
prepared to answer these phoney· charges with the truth about what happened 
that night but hundreds of political pdsoners in US jails speaks to the fairness 
of the 'Amerikan Just Us' system. In other words, ANYTHING_ COULD HAPPEN! 

This summer, the cops took the park, then the bandshell, then the lots... · 
and now they are after us! But it's not too late to stop the police state. 
What made us powerful on MAYDAY was the way we fought to defend each 
other. When the front lines of community defense have been drawn around 
the squats, we have been there. Now, we need you to be in court for us. 

f~CtlllllJNl'l'Y UEl~ENSE IS NCt'l1 11 f~lllllE 
14'1ll~I~ rl"l11~ ~11-I.Y 1)1-I.Y 2f)! 

FUCK THE DEMOCRATS! 
By A. Kronstadt 

Is anyone not yet convinced of the utter moral and spiritual bankruptcy of the 
Democratic Party In New York City and nationwide? Is anyone still In doubt about 
Its Impotence to do anything meaningful to Improve the lives of poor and working 
class people? Once upon a time, during the Great Depression of the 1930's, the 
rich In America felt threatened by a mass uprising of poor people who had . 
nothing to lose. The more enlightened among them decided that it was better to 
part with some of their profits and make a few concessions than to lose 
everything In a bloody revolution. A New Deal was proposed 1n which those on 
the bottom of the heap were thrown a few crumbs to give them an Illusion that 
the system was worldng for them. The dispenser of these crumbs was the 
Democratic Party. For many years the Democrats gained votes by sprinkling 
crumbs around. They gave the Impression of a humane, generous party bent on 
preserving a social contract where everyone could find a niche and eventually 
rise up Into the mainstream. 

As time passed, the crumbs became more expensive for the rich. They found 
themselves In cutthroat Industrial competition with nations where workers were 
not treated generously: nations where bullets rather than welfare were employed 
to control the discontented. The rich put Ronald Reagan in the White House and 
gave him a mandate to cut off the bounty, to put it back In the hands of the rich 
so that they could reinvest It and grow richer. 

Where did this leave the Democrats? Crumbless, with no more patronage to 
ladle out, their liberal, generous rhetoric began to sound like hat air. It became 
more and more difficult to distinguish them from the Republicans. These 
Republlcrats, In places like New York, became administrators of austerity and 
repression. This Is how the Democrats went from building huge housing projects 
In the 'SO's and '60's to building fences to keep the homeless out of vacant lots In 
the '90's. 

The Democrats are coming to town next summer. These con artists want to 
hold their convention in a city where their dominance Is taken for granted-and 
they think that New York is such a place. We are witnessing stepped up 
repression against street people, peddlers, panhandlers, pot dealers-everyone 
who Is trying to survive by hustling a few dollars. All of this is being carried out 
by a Democratic administration which doles out more money to keep people from 
helping themselves than to help people. Much of this repression is intended to 
"clean up the streets• for the convention--to present the image of a squeaky­
clean liberal-Democratic success story instead of the reality of a raunchy, fetid 
Democratic Party fiasco. 

We say stick It to them. The summer of 1992 will be a summer of rage, and in 

New York the appropriate target for that rage is the Democratic Party. ,he ange\ 
of austerity, Marlo Cuomo, ls being presented as the new liberal Messiah. The 
butcher of City University, the patron of the James Bay environmental disaster­
In-the-making-is now being groomed as the big daddy of the new enlightenment. 
The Democrats should not be allowed to have their convention here, and if they 
do have It, they should be forced to have it in the midst of a three-ring political 
circus In which the whole mess that they have created in New York is smeared in 
their faces! 

TRASH THE CONVENTION-1992!! 
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THE MAY DAY 29 CASE NOW ON 
TRIAL, ATTORNEYS RON KUBY + 
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"DOWN BY LAW" COLUMN FOR 
THIS ISSUE. "DOWN BY LAW" WILL 
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KINS SQUARE PARK 

SHELL DEMOLISHED! 

Days ~fore a planned rally and concert to protest the imminent demolition of the 
Tompkins Square Park bandshell and despite last ditch legal efforts to prevent the 
demolition, the bandshell was demolished on the morning of August 28th. 

The bandshell, built by the city in 1966 in response to increasing tension in the 
community, served as a forum for the cultural expression of various ethnic groups and 
performers, hosting such name musiciahs as the Fugs, Richie Havens, the Grateful Dead, 
the Jefferson Airplane, as well as countless local groups from salsa to samba to reggae to 
funk to punk. 

By the 1980s, the bandshell became a focal point in the culture of resistance to 
gentrification which has been sweeping the neighborhood. The bandshell hosted events 
such as the annual Squatter MayDay, Housing is a Human Right Festival, Homes Not 
Bombs, as well as the transexual Wigstock Festival. As a result of the counter-cultural 
gathering and organizing, the conservative elements in the neighborhood and City Hall 
decided that the bandshell had to go. Citing false reports of too costly repairs (the 
bandshell had no structural or electrical defects--0nly the roll down gate in front, designed 
to keep the homeless out, needed repairs), the Parks Department announced that the 
bandshell would have to be replaced with a new mobile stage that would be wheeled out 
whenever future shows take place in the park, whenever the park is eventually re-opened. 

During the demolition, approximately 25 people gathered, with some along Avenue A 
protesting and others on East 7th Street yelling at the demolition crew from SANTORA 

H 
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!' 

\ \ 

CONSTRUCTION, of Corona, Queens. According to a reliable SHADOW source, 
SANTORA received only $15,000 for the job, low by industry standards, in the hopes of 
beating out other contractors on future city projects. 

After a man was arrested for blocking traffic on Avenue A, cops claimed that another 
young man riding a bicycle threw an M80 at a cluster of "white shirts" (commanding 
officers) near the corner of 7th Street and Avenue A. He was run down by a pig on a 
scooter and then taken into a waiting pig van where his head was cracked open by a pig 
hitting him with a helmet. 

Soon after, Captain Charles Hanley had Seth Tobocman, editor of WWIII magazine, 
arrested for pacing back and forth with a sign, charging him with "disorderly conduct". A 
local photographer, John Penley, confronting Hanley after being called a "faggot" by 
Hanley, was also arrested for "disorderly conduct" and was put through the system for .24 
hours. (Hanley claimed that Penley shouted obsenities that caused the crowd to block the 
sidewalk). In the paddy wagon, Penley and another man he was cuffed to were assaulted 
and choked by pigs when the punk mouthed off to them. 

A total _of 8 people were arrested, including members of the band "Human Sewage". 
Some were charged with possession ·of fireworks after cops found a bag full on the 
sidewalk. One young punk in custody was hosed down by the pigs in the 7th precinct . 
when he pissed in his pa~ts after being refused permission to use the toilet. Later that 
afternoon, a group of people from the neighborhood invaded the offices of Park 
Commissioner Betsy Gotbaum, at the Arsenal Building in Central Park, occupying it for 
several hours. 

CAPT. HANLEY (Left) ORDERS ARREST OF PHOTOGRAPHER 

JOHN PENLEY AFTER CALLING PENLEY A "FAGGOT" 

HMM ... Tf-11S LOOKS LIKE:' SOME 
~L E:XPENSI VE LEATHER,,, 
50Mf RtcH YUPPIES 
O\JTFl"f OR. SOMETHING! 

OH,WOW!1rs MY 
SIZ.E, TOO.'! 
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By Chris Flash 

In the early morning of October 15th, hundreds of riot pigs arrived by the busload with 
emergency and bomb-squad vehicles, accompanied by a tleef of trucks and bulldozers 
from the Sanitation Department, descended upon and evicted three homeless 
encampments near Tompkins Square Park. The camps, located on East 8th Street 
between Avenues Band C, and 8-9th Streets between Avenues C and D, were mostly 
inhabited by homeless residents of Tompkins Square Park who were evicted on June 3rd 
when the park was closed and fenced off by the city. The 8th Street lot, "home" to a 
community of about 100 people, was dubbed "Dinkinsville," in dishonor of the mayor who 
had the homeless removed from the park. 

The raids had been expected for several weeks, as the Daily News and the New York 
Post increased their vicious editorials and slanted articles against the homeless. (The Post 
is owned by the Kalikow family, real estate developers and landlords who own large 
amounts of property in New York City, and who used to own some around Tompkins 
Square Park.) Adding to the calls for the removal of the homeless were calls and letters, 
to the mayor's office from Community Board Three Chair Rick Carman. 

In the days before the raid, the portable toilets were removed from "Dinkinsville" as 
flunkies from the city's shelter system, calling themselves the "Human Resources 
Administration" (HRA) stepped up their presence in the camps. Under the guise of 
offering "referrals" to the homeless, they exist only to place the homeless in dangerous 
city shelters. In past homeless evictions, HRA workers have offered shelters as part of 
their "outreach program," so that the mayor could tell the media they had tried to help 
the homeless before kicking them into the streets. 

By the night of October 14t11, it became obvious that the homeless would be hit the 
next day as word was leaked to the homeless and their supporters through city officials, 
rogue cops, and city workers. At approximately 4:00AM on October 15th, word came 
through the Eviction Watch Hotline that the pigs were mustering at the Police Academy 
on East 21st Street for their raids on the lots. Activists and homeless supporters were 
called to help defend the homeless against eviction, and about 75 responded. By 6:00AM, 
people had erected barricades at both ends of 8th Street to stop the cop vehicles. As a 
small bonfire burned in the middle of"Dinkinsville," some .homeless residents.began 
packing. Before the pigs arrived, some tents were set on fire by homeless residents, 
spreading to other tents and threatening a nearby apartment building. Activists took 
down the barricades and called for the Fire Department as others tried to put out the 
fires with buckets of water. In a prime example of "divide and conquer," some homeless 
people accused the supporters of causing them trouble by focusing the pigs' attention on 
them!! 
...._ 

Soon, the pigs arrived, marching down 8th Street behind Captain Frey, pushing the 
homeless and supporters down 8th Street, which was "frozen" and blocked off with pig 
barricades. Local an,d mainstream reporters and photographers with press passes were 
forced to leave, but police press reporter Betsy Herzog, who sells photos to the N.Y. Post, 
was allowed to stay. 

Also on the scene was Manhattan Boro President Ruth Messinger, who seemed to be 
against the raid. She was overheard trying to make sure that the homeless were able to 
retreive their belongings, but many were not able to get them back. Soon, the Sanitation 
bulldozers had everything in huge piles in both lots as the pigs stood guard over them. 

At the 9th Street lots, a few HRA people helped the homeless remove their belongings 
as pigs picked through their tents, and tore their shacks apart, looking for people sleeping 
inside. Pigs were stationed on surrounding roofs, but were denied admission to several 
buildings, including a squat. Another squat building near the corner had its doorway 
boarded up by pigs with plywood, but it was quickly removed by residents still inside the 
building. 

By the afternoon, both lots were empty, surrounded by pigs still watching over the piles 
of belongings being prepared for removal, including mattresses, carts, tarps, and wood 
from makeshift shacks, as work crews erected fences around the lots. Homeless people 
who were promised city-owned apartments by HRA workers were instead sent to nearby 
shelters. Some headed toward East River Park, while others scattered throughout the 
neighborhood, along surrounding streets and doorways. 

The next day, more than a dozen people rallied for three hours on the steps of City 
Hall to protest the raid on the lots. Carrying signs and banners, the demonstrators passed 

The bum next door 
,\Jtho~1gh offered room in shelters, many of the people evict­

£'d from Tompkins Square Park have camped out elsewhere in 
thC' neighborhood. Their shantytowns share space with debris 
and trash and rats in city-owned vacant lots. The city should 
ha,·<' s<'<'ll this C'oming. But the C'ity was wearing blinders. 

II' you kil'k druggies off your block, they'll take their dirty 
busi1wss ('i;;Pwlwrc - usually nearby. lfyou boot derelicts and 
squntters from a public park, what do you think will happen? 

Yon gu<'SSC'd it. Unfortunately, the city didn·t. 
Try a littl<' foresight. New York bureanl'rats - in the form of 

some fl'tH'l'S to kPep the lots squattC'r-frc.._,_ Surdy. even in a 
tight-budget time, thC're's some pence for t't'llC'<.'S . 1\nd surely the 

city ean also get rid of the rats and trash. too. 
lnstC'ad or one ct'sspool, the Tompkins Square area now has a 

bunch ofth<'m. And the government ··· smar1 and right in clear­
ing Tompkins Square Park - is lei\ looking dumber than dirt . 
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DINKINSVILLE RESIDENT PACKS UP BELONGINGS AS TENTS ERUPT 
IN FLAMES BEHIND HIM, BEFORE PIGS ARRIVE TO EVICT. 

HOW MANY PIGS DOES IT TAKE TO ROUST ONE HOMELESS MAN? 
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MEANWHILE,AT THE 9TH STREET LOT, PIGS TEAR APART SHANTIES 
AND TENTS, LOOKING FOR PEOPLE STILL SLEEPING INSIDE . 

' out leaflets explaining the-true causes of homelessness and the housing shortage while 
pitching a symbolic tent in froni of City Hall. 

After the raids of the day before, a cardboard sign in the street in front of 
"Dinkinsville," read: "Who are the real criminals? The rulers of this country, that's who! 
The 'greatest' 'richest' 'most powerful' country in the world,imperialist America, is a 
country whose only driving force is power for profit. This country's history from DAY 

. 1YPI CAL ANTI-HO MELJ<;SS _En ITO RIAL IN THE D~Il., y ~~~S~-6/10/91, ., : + ... ON~~s· b~sed. on crimi~! domination of and destruction of people all over the world. 
. • ','.'.','. ,· _' .••••• ·• · ' ) .· .•.1Jle ~slem use~.people· and t[Jr_ows them a."".a.Y like garbage. NOW THAT'S A CRI~E!" 



On Saturday, October 12, a squatter rally and march was held, starting at the 
7th Street and Avenue A entrance to the park. Armed with props, signs and 
costumes, approximately 100 squatters, squatter kids, and squat suppo~ters 
rallied to demonstrate to their neighbors that squatters are good neighbors who 
have found alternatives to homelessness and letting the city's abandoned 
buildings sit vacant and rot. 

Resembling the marches In support of Adam Purple's Garden of Eden 
destroyed by the city several years ago, people dressed in wild costumes, made 
silkscreens reading "Defend The Squats,• played musical Instruments, rode 
homemade blcyle carts and carried effigies of gentrlflers. After a pathetic attempt 
at blocking them off on Avenue A, cops stayed far away from the marchers, who 
took entire streets, marching over to Washington Square Park, and then back to 
Tompkins Square Park, wh.ere a few adventurous people scaled the fence at 
Saint Mark's Place and Avenue A. Suddenly, the pigs appeared and trashed the 
props, and pushed people around with their clubs, but t~ere were no arrests. 
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This comes.from a leaflet distributed through the neighborhood by Squatters: 

THJi SQUATTfRS ARE YOUR NEIGHBORS 
The -Squatters - We are your neighbors. People ha~e been squattin'g bullcHngs 
In this neighborhood for over fifteen years. There are currently about 500 people 
squattlng·on the Lower East Side. ·Probably a lot of people you see on the street 
every day are squatting and y_ou don't even know It. Not all squatters fit Into the 
stereotype of squatters; we are young and old, white and black, Latino, Asian, 
Native American, gay, straight, single people and families. We are people with 
many different beliefs. We think It is Important for the good of our community 
that the different groups of people who live here communicate and work 
together. That is why we are approaching you. We hope that this leaflet will help 
to dispel some of the misconceptions about us._ 

Squatting Creates Housing. Squatters take abandoned, City-owned buildings 
that have been neglected for years and turn them into homes. Through our 
collective Initiative, hard work and imagination, we-restore buildings that would 
otherwise be left to rot, or be demolished. We hav_!! Invested long hours and our 
own money, and have not asked for any handouts from the government. 

By recycling materials, squatters restore buildings at a fraction of the regular 
costs. We are constantly improving our environment - by making our buildings 
safe, by helping clean up our blocks, by establishing community·gardens and 
recycling centers. We try to cooperate with our neighbors. Squatters have 
shown that given enough time we can restore a building to a high standard of 
safety and quality. ' 

In this process, people learn many skills (plumbing, electrical, masonry, 
carpentry and organizational) including some which are vanishing (plastering, 
glazing, woodworking,. blacksmithing, etc.) so that squatting is also a form of 
vocational education. 

This Is a viable alternative for the people of this neighborhood because It allows 
people to get a home through their own efforts, even if they have ll~le-money. At 
a time when the ~ernment has nelth81' the money, vision nor will to solve New 
York's problems, we are solving these problems ourselves. 

Inspired by our belief In the resources of the individual and th~ strength of 
community, we are trying to create a living example of how society can be 
Improved. 

We could do all of this a lot better were It not for the hostile policies of those in 
City government - their constant threats of eviction, their disinformation 
campaigns against us. These are demoralizing and discouraging. We believe 

_ self-help programs are constructive and should be encouraged. • 

To be on \he Eviction Watch Phone Tree, call: (212)713-5743 or 254-2814- -

Nl(IN5 WA'i IN O~l"1CI: IN rH£ SUMMEA OF" ·qr OINl(IN 

CL05ED TOMPl<INS SQUARf PARK 
ANO OESTROYf.O TH£ B.t.M05HW.. 

NOW Wl'tH PAGAN £L£CTEO 
_OtNt<INS BOYS CAN INCREA5£ 
THEIR WAA AGAINST SQUATTE 

ONS ~VICTEO ABC 
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CITY COUNCIL PRIMAR 
-ELECTION: JUDGE J: -- . 

THROWS OUT \~ ~.Ill 
, CHALLENGE TO J ~,~} 
PAGAN'S SUSPICIOUS­

VICTORY 
By Nashua .... 

The September 12th primary election has been heralded as a victory for democracy in 
New York City due to the overturning of the old Board of Estimate and the r~drawn 
election districts for the newly expanded City Council. But in the 2nd ·eouncil District, 
now encompassiµg the areas along the East. River north of Houston Street, around 
Tompkins Square Park and reaching past the white, middle-class enclave near Gramercy 
Park, charges of irregularities in the voting led incumbent City Council member Miriam 
Friedlander to challenge the results in court. The challenge has been rejected by the 
Board of Elections, the Appellate Division, and the Court of Appeals, the highest court in 
New.York State. 

The four-way race pitted 18 year incumbent Friedlander against pro-development 
former Community Board Three member Antonio Pagan, wealthy Gramercy Park 
attorney Philip Howard, and long-shot conservative Hyman Dechter. 

Soon after the polls closed, cheers could be heard from the crowds of Pagan 
supporters at his campaign headquarters on 2nd Avenue. Pagan was leacling his flock in 
cheers of "Gracias Shelly!" to honor one of the candidate's most important backers, State 
Assemblyman Sheldon Silver. Pagan had apparently won the bitterly contested primary 

1 election: by then, he had received 4,444 votes. 
Around the corner, at Friedlander's office on East 4th Street, the mood was somber. 

The vote total was clear, the incumbent Councilwoman who is known for her liberal views 
was losing in a surpri~ upset to Pagan. When the final totals from the voting machines 
were added up, the gap between Pagan and Friedlander was 118 votes. 

As ecstatic 'as Pagan's supporters were, Miriam Friedlander defiantly expressed her 
determination to challenge the results. Frieda Bradlow, Friedlander's campaign manager, 
said the next step is to awai tAhe ,final counting of paper and absentee ballots. As we go to 
press, the final but unofficial tally is Pagan 4,605, Friedlander 4,481. 

Bradlow says challenges to the results may then be filed, including a check of every 
voter to insure that all the voters in the primary were in fact registered Democrats. Even 
the Board of Elections admits that there are usually slip-ups and human error in election 
night voter tallys. 

According to Bradlow, the election day irregularities fell into three broad categories. 
She maintains that the Districting Commission, which redrew the Council District lines, 
was late in getting boundary information to the Board of Elections, resulting in confusion 
among some voters who had their regular polling places changed at the l~st minute. 

Brad\ow says, "We received reports of people who were sent to the wrong polling 
place. Some people were moved who had been voting at the same place ior 40 years". 
· Secondly, two major polling places were closed and changed, with only two days notice , 
forcing voters to travel far from thei r- homes to vote. Bradlow says "Elderly people were 
discriminated against," by having to travel up to 10 blocks to vote. -

Eighteen years ago, Miriam Friedlander won her first election to the City Council by 
defeating Sheldon Silver by a slim 45 votes. Silver then lost a court battle challenging the 
results. After the September 12 primary, Assemblyman Silver told the New York Times 

that an election can only be invalidated when candidates demonstrate three voting 
irregularities for every vote that separates the top two candidates. 

Frieda Bradlow says that "well over 300 voters are registered in places with 
irregularities and 300 could have been denied a chance to vote." Friedlander said at a 
September 24 Community Board 3 meeting that she planned to challenge the validity of 
every vote cast in the primary eJection. Rumors are floating of a write-in protest 
candidacy against Pagan in the November general election. 

THREATS AND VIOLENCE FROM PAGAN CAMP 
The final category of election irregularities, according to Bradlow, was "a good deal of 

harassment and intimidation." Bradlow says she "Never faced such harassment and in 
some instances violence as seen in this election." . 

In particular, Bradlow cites Roberto Napoleon, a political associate of Sheldon Silver 
and supporter of Antonio Pagan, as "one of the more violent men in the city." Bradlow 
claims that two of "his [Napoleon's] people attacked two of our people in Baruch 
Houses." She says the two barely made it to ·tbeir car, which was badly damaged in the 
confrontation. · · · 

Napoleon is associated with the. Baruch Houses Tenant Association, an organization 
that shares its phone and offices with the government-funded Concilio Puertoriqueno 
Day Care Center. Napoleon had been the center's administrative director until an 
investigation forced his resignation due to charges that Napoleon had falsified his resume. 
In a 1985 Village Voice article written by William Bastone, it was revealed that 
Napoleon's political club received more than $1,ooq from Sheldon. Silver's campaign 
committee. 

Bradlow says she's rect;ived additional reports that two women wielding sticks c~me 
out of the Concilio Puertoriqueno Day Care Center and attacked two female Friedlander 
supporters who managed to escape uninjured. Bradlow adds that the incidents of violence 
w.ere not limited to Napoleon's associates, but involved candidate Antonio Pagan and his 
campaign manager Howard Hemsley. · 

John Curtis; a Friedlander capaign worker, told .WBAI Radio he was passing out palm 
cards at one polling place the· morning of the election when Pagan showed up with a 
photographer. Curtis says the photograher began snapping pictures of Friedlander 
campaign workers while Pagan called them "communist racist pigs." Pagan's wrath, Curtis 
says, was directed at a fe male Friedlander supporter who tried to turn her back to avoid 
'the photographer. According to Curtts;fagan told the woman, "It doesn't matter. I 
already have file photographs of you." 

In another incident, Joseph Serrano, a resident of a Cooper Square building on East 
3rd Street, says he was accosted by Pagan 's campaign manager Howard Hemsley at about 
1:30 a.m. the night before the election. 

Serrano says a large group of people were milling about on the street in front of 
Pagan's 2nd Avenue office and as he passed he heard Hemsley's voice shouting in his 
direction. When Serrano turned around he saw Hemsley with a 3 foot long bamboo poll 
which he struck on the ground. Serrano says that Hemsley then said, "If I ever see you by 
my office again.I'll kick your.~S§,11 Then Serrano says Hemsley added, ''.I have no 
compunction about ·kfcking your ass right here apd.now." Serrano says ,he went.to the 9th 
Precinct where he filed a COQ'l{)laint charging Herrisie)I wjtb. menacing and harassment. •• 

Political' consultant-Hank Sheinkopf is representing .the Pagan campaign. He says that 
Friedlander's camp is just expressing sour grapes over the election outcome. He says o( 
Friedlander's supporters: "They lost, she was decisively defeated in Grand Street Houses 
and in the Hispanic parts of the district. They don't own the council seat." 

When asked about the Fries:)lander camp's assertion that election districts were 
improperly divided between the new council districts, Sheinkopf said that the "same thing 
has happened to Hispanic and Black candidates." He questioned why "white liberals" 
were the "first to scream when a Hispanic candidate defeats them." 

Asked about reports of "int imidation and harassment" by Pagan, Hemsley and 
Napoleon, Sheinkopf said "If Pagan did it, and I tend to doubt it, things happen in a 
campaign. It's no different than when the left intimidates its opponents." In the fi nal · 
analysis Sheinkopf emphasizes that Friedlander "lost" and none of the charges against 
Pagan are "a reason to overturn the election." 

Sheinkopf says Eriedlandler lost because she "ran a lousy campaign a!1d Pagan ran .a 
good campaign." In fact, many Friedlander supporters do agree tha t, in the words of 
Joseph Serrano, Friedlander "sat on her laurels" and didn't take Pagan and his supporters 
seriously. 

Frieda Bradlow lays the blame elsewhere. She says "redistricting began the whole 
mess." Bradlow adds that "we oppose the districts as they were set up. They split up the 
Village into three different districts. All three had people who were loyal to Miriam." 

.,I 

Other 11th-hour incidents that may have influenced the campaign included literature 
distributed by the Pagan forces in the predominantly Jewish Grand Street Houses, a 
strong political base of Assemblyman Silver, that accused Miriam Friedlander of not 
voting for city council resolutions calling for justice for Soviet Jewry. Also instrumental 
was a New York Times endorsement of fagan written by Roger Starr, notorious among 
Lower East Side activists for coining the phrase "planned shrinkage" for the budgetary 
strategy of closing firehouses and cutting back on other services, seen by activists as a ploy 
· to force inner city minorities into outer boroughs. Finally, the day before the primary, a · 
fight broke out on the ABC Radio show hosted by Guardian Angel vigilante group leader 
Curtis Sliwa, where Pagan threw a cup of ice and water ai conserva tive Jewish candidate 
Hyman Dechter. Dechter had taken Pagan to task for a double standard in openly 
acknowledging his homosexuality only when politicaly convenient. 

I 

UPSETS IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
In the new 1st Council District,.carved out of part of Miriam Friedlander's former 

district in Chinatown, Asian candidate Margaret Chin was easily defeated by community 
activist Kathryn Freed. The 1st Council District was supposed to be "Asian influenced," 
but the poor Asian and Latino voters in Friedlander's old district wf[!re easily outvoted.by 
well organized white liberals in Soho and Tribeca. 

In the new 3rd Council District in the West Village, drawn as a "gay district," openly 
HIV-positive activist Tom Duane easily defeated his prime challenger Liz Abzug, 
daughter of the famous Representative Bella Abzug. At Duane's campaign headquarters 
on 8th Avenue, the victory party was visited by mayoral hopeful City Council President 
Andrew Stein and Housing Preservation and Development Commissioner Felice 
Michetti. 

PARTIAL LIST OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTORS TO 
THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT ANTONIO PAGAN: 

MARIE + JAMIL ADAMS-77 , ...... c1 SI, Sia•'·"· CT °''°I ($lto.OO) 
CAROL MANAGEMENT-681 MN- ■ An, NYC (RHI Es1a1e Manacement) 

WILLIAM BATISTA-B,...ldya, NY 11221 ($100.00) 
NEW YORK POLICE DEPAKTMENT-(P•li« Officer) 

MITCHELL BERMAN-(N• A44r:o") ($1,000.00) 
TOWNE PLUMBING & HEA'ONG CORP-6, Fnnldin AV<, Vall•y Stream, NY 

PETER BLAKE-(N• A44,_,) ($500.00) 

BLAKE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING-311 East 50th SI, Brem, N.Y. 

RICHARD BOODMAN-54 S«•n4 AV<, NYC, 10003 ($1,500.00) 
SELF-EMPWYED-(R•al_E•lale Breku) 

LEE BORRERO-3, WHI 31th SI, NYC, 10011 ($200.00) 
SELF-EMPWYED-(Ar<hiled) 

FREDERICK BROKAW-61 SI. Mark's Pia«, NYC, 10003 ($200.00) 
SELF-EMPWYED-(Prep.<rly Maru,cer) 

DONALD A. CAPOCCIA--72 East Jnl St, NYC ($200.00)' 
176 HOPKINSON CORP-601 w .. 1 51st SI, NYC ( B ■ i14u ) 

STANLEY G. DINNER-IS Seun,1 Av•, NYC, 10003 ($250.00) 
· SPORTSPAGE RESTAURANT-IS Se<•M Au, NYC, lOOOJ 

FREDDIE ELLIS-318 Eichth St, Bre•klyn, NY, 11215 ($100.00) 
REAL ESTATE MAINTENANCE-318 Eichlh SI, Bre.ldyn, NY, 11215 

ERIC GRAVES-(N• A44 ..... ) ($1,000.00) 
EASY ROCK--005 Ca<?• ■ l•n Au, Breu, NY (Culndu) 

TIM HIGGINS-(N• A44 ..... ) ($590.00) 
KAMCO SUPPLY CORP-80 2111 SI, Bre•klyn, NY 

ILIAS KAWMBOS-(N• A44rHS) ($100.00) 
COOPER SQUARE RESTAURANT-17 S«•M A••• NYC 

JACK LANE-(N• A44reu) ($590.00) 
WASTE SERVICES, INC-350 B .. •h 80th St, H•-nl B•ach, NY 

FRANK LA SALLE-(N• A44 .... ) ($300.00) 
ALLAN ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION-lJJ.57 242n,1 St, R .. •4al•, NY 

MORRIS LESNIK-(N• A44"") ($590.90) 
MIGDAL PLUMBING & HEATING-12-2, 215th St, H•lli• Hills, NY 

YIP LJ-(N• A44,....) ($75t.O0) 
PHEBE'S RESTAURANT- 3'1 B• .. ry, NYC 

CARMINE PAI\IPALONE-- East lllh St, NYC ($100.00) 
JEFFERSON PLUMBING-6441 East 11th SI, NYC (Maru,cer) 

JONATIION POSNER- ,0 Univenily Pl, #J, NYC 10003 ($100.00) 
REAL ESTATE. . ◄• Gre•a..tc~ AV<, NYC (R<ahor) 

KAREN + DORON RESHEFF-215 East 68th St, #2JE, NYC ($200.00) 
RESHEFF, INC-215 East 68th SI, NYC (B ■ il4 <rs) 

WENDY SCIIWARTZ-(N• A44,....) ($250.00) 
TOTAL ELECTRIC DISTRIBUflON-381 S• ■ lh A••• Slal•n lslon,I, NY 

RICHARD SPODEK-(No A44re55) ($500.00) 
BROADWAY BUILDING MATERIALS--517 W<sl 42114 S1, NYC 

JACK TEICll-(N• A44r .. s) ($250.00) 
ACME STEEL--5lJ Porlu AV<, BNokly"! NY (Conlrador) 

SPIRO TSONIS- (No A44ress) ($400.00) 
PREVAIL PAINTING & DECORATING--145 Frosl S1, Brooklyn, NY 

ED 1YASS-(No A44,.. .. ) ($250.00) 
COLEMAN ELECTRICAL SUPPLY--609 FHnlain AV<, BrH klyn, NY 

NESTOR VARELLA-(No A44reu) ($700.00) 
MOZART IRON CRAIT-39,J , 29th St, Lent Island City, NYC 

HAROLD ZUCKERMAN-(No A44ress) ($?50.00) , 
E & M HARDWOOD FWORING.,P.O. Box 180, Mi4 41e l ~ l ■ n,I , NY 
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There is a civil war currently raging in the USA. It is 
dividing citizens in often bitter confrontations in homes, the 
workplace, polling booths, in churches, in colleges and in 
the streets. The issue for the 90's has become the right for 
women to choose whether or not to have an abortion. 
Abortion bas become a political hot potato which cr~s 
economic, social and racial lines. One side of the issue says 
that they are for women's reproductive freedom, the other 
side says they want to end abortion on demand, because 
abortion kills children. 

On Sunday, September 29, pro-choice supporters 
rallied at Columbus Circle in New York City for a march 
down Fifth Avenue to protest the human "Life Chain" 
organized the same day by Metropolitan Life Chain and 
Metropolitan New York Right To Life Foundation. Life 
Chain, an offshoot of the California-based organization 
"Please Let Me Live," describes itself as a legal, non­
confrontational, compassionate, prayerful, and peaceful 
presence. In a press statement, John Short, one of the 
Anti-abortion organizers from Metropolitan New York Life 
Chain, predicted that 6,000 - 10,000 "Right To Lifers" would 
line botlr sides of the streets· and form a human cross to run 
along Fifth Avenue from Washington Square to 72nd Street 
and across 34th Street from Third to Eighth Avenues. 
Instead, far fewer abortion opponents showed up. 
Although Life Chain organizers stated that they had over 
2,700 people participate, police estimate that only 1,200 
abortion opponents actually showed. The thickest 
concentration of anti-choice people centered on Fifth 
Avenue between 59th Street and 34th Street, and along 
34th Street-between Fifth and Sixth Avenues. Over 200 
Life Chains have been held to date across the U.S. 

Although the Catholic Church endorses the Pro-Life 
Movement, a spokesperson for Monsignor Woolsley, the 
Director of Family Life for the New York Archdiocese, said 
that the Catholic Church, contrary to a press release that 
was circulated by the Right To Life Foundation, did not 
actually endorse the Life Chain and said they were not 
involved in the organization of the event. She said that 
parishioners took it upon themselves to participate and 
organize. 

WHAM! (Women's Health Action and Mobilization) 
countered the Life Chain demo with a show of strength 
estimated by police to be around 4,000, although WHAJyf ! 
stated that attendance was closer to 6,000. WHAM! 

started organizing the counter-demonstration as soon as 
they heard about the proposed Life Chain demo. They had 
two meetings with police, the first about a week before the 
scheduled action, to discuss their intentions. Sue Davis, a 
member of WHAM! who has been active in the struggle for 
reproductive rights since 1970, was involved in the 
organization of the Pro-choice marc,h. She felt that the 
police were uncooperative. Originally, police allowed the 
Pro-choice activists a small (50-200 persons) counter-march 
down the sidewalk of Fifth Avenue, walking two by two, 
with no police barricades to separate the two opposing 
groups. A second meeting was held with police the 
Thursday before the march. At this meeting, a framed 
photograph of Cardinal John O'Connor was spotted in a 
police official's office. Mary Gundrum, an attorney with 
the Center for Constitutional Rights present at the meeting, 
told the New York Post, "There he (Cardinal O'Connor) 
was ... surrounded by about 40 cops. It gave us an idea of 
the power of the other side." According to WHAM!, police 
refused to guarantee the safety of the pro-choice activists at 

this meeting. 

WHAM! organizers proceeded to garner support for 
their counter-demonstration. They told the press about the 
photo of O'Connor in the police office, that police would 
not allow them to march down the street nor clear one side 
of the sidewalk for the pro-choice demonstrators. WHAM! 
contacted Manhattan Borough President Ruth Messinger, · 
who has a Reproductive Rights Task Force. Messinger 
called Police Commissioner Lee Brown, and urged him to 
reconsider allowing the pro-choice demonstration to 
proceed down the street of Fifth Avenue. Mayor David 
Dinkins' office was also contacted, and a pro-choice 
statement was issued from his office. 
Publicity efforts included a city-wide poster campaign with 
the slogan "Oh Toto, They're Not In Wichita Anymore!" in 
reference to recent anti-abortion actions in Kansas, and 
tabling efforts by NARAL (National Abortion Rights 
Action League) volunteers. 

On the morning of the march, subways and streets 
were filled with pro-choice activists carrying signs and 
banners heading for the Columbus Circle rally. The 
atmosphere grew festive as more and more people came 
dressed in their favorite pro-choice T-shirt, carried banners 
and sig1_1s, painted their faces with a "No Hangers" symbol 
of a coathanger with a line through it, banged on drums, 
pots a,nfl pans, blew _whistles and adorned them~lves with 

- --- - - -

pro-choice stickers which were liberally handed out to the 
crowd for a token donation. Many came in costume. A 
group of men attired in grandmotherly dresses, wearing 
heels, gloves and veiled hats gathered behind tpe "Church 
Ladies For Choice" banner. The devil, the Wicked Witch 
of the West and a Good Fairy all put in an· appearance and 
staged impromptu mayhem near the anti-abortionists along 

the demonstration route. 
At 11:45 A.M., the Police asked Sue Davis, who 

acted as WHAM! liaison with the Police, if her 200 people 
were ready for the march. "No," she replied. "We can't 
deal with that yet." At that point, pro-choice demos were 
still arriving at Columbus Circle in droves. As the crowd 
grew by hundreds, and then thousands, they cheered 
speeches by Bella Abzug, City Councilman candidate Tom 
Duane, Guardian Angel Lisa Sliwa, NARAL Executive 
Director Kelly Conlin, performance artist Penny Arcade, 
and others. As each speaker raised his or her voice, the 
crowd greeted them with thunderous response . Emotions 
were running at a high pitch, and tears were running down 
the faces of many people in the crowd. Barbara 
Ehrenreich, a columnist and author, attacked the religious 
overtones of the right-to-lifers: "Wake Up! You're not in 
Kansas now. We don't want your cross in our City. This is 
also a City of the Star of David and the Crescent of Islam, 
and we like it that way. If the Cross is your symlJol, let the 
Torch and the Statue be ours." 

By 1:30 P.M., pressure from Manhattan Borough 
President Ruth Messinger, as well as the overwhelming 
turnout of marchers, convinced city officials to allow the 
entire Pro-choice march to proceed down Fifth Avenue. 
Two lanes of traffic were opened for the march as women, 
men, old people, young people, black, white, asians, gays, 
straights, women with strollers, men with canes, homeless 
with shopping carts, members of the clergy, nuns, yuppies, 
anarchists and all types of people in between noisily took to 
the streets to demonstrate to the city and the rest of the 
country that New York is a pro-choice town. 

By this time, Life Chain members assemble'd 

curbside along the sidewalks of Fifth Avenue as if they 
were watching a parade. They were noticeably sparser and 
inconsistent in number. Sometimes they filled the entire 
block, as they did in front of St. Patrick's Qlthedral -- which 
has become a rallying symbol for'lhe Right To Life 
movement -- and sometimes they seemed to disappear 
completely for blocks at a time, reappearing further along 
the march. Although Life Chain seemed to be mostly 
comprised of older white women, younger women, men, 
·and many members of the clergy, some blacks and asians 

also participated. 

Police marched along on either side of the pro-
choice demonstrators, keeping close to the marchers to 
avoid confrontations between the two groups. They 
appeared to virtually ignore the Life Chain group. Despite 
police efforts to corral the pro-choice march within its two 
lanes, activists continually broke ranks and dashed across 
the street to heckle anti-abortion protesters. Most of the 
anti-abortion protesters maintained a stoic and determined 
stance, even in the face of screamed and often obscene 
epithets such as "You kill women," and "Fuck You." The 
anti-choicers held identical signs reading, "Abortion Kills 
Children" (the NY Right To Life office said that over 4,000 ; 
signs were distributed) and murmured prayers as they 
fingered rosaries. It seemed that the harder pro-choice 
activists tried to ruffle their feathers, the harder Life Chain 

dug their toes into the concrete. Both sides were 
determined to hold their ground. John Short of Life Chain 
said in the face of constant verbal bombardment: "If you 
listen to what they're saying, you'll know who's here in a 
prayerful and peaceful manner, who respects life and who 
doesn't." 

Street theatrics continued, with many pro-choice 
demonstrators holding opposing signs next to or over the 
heads of the anti-abortionists. Others managed to obtain 
the "Abortion Kills Children" signs and changed them to 
read "Abortion Saves Women". At one point, performance 
artist Penny Arcade knelt beside an anti-abortion protester 
saying a Hail Mary. Arcade held out a cross made out of a 
coat hanger and rallied the crowd to shouts of "Not· the 
Church, Not the State: Women Will Decide Their Fate." 
The press and other photographers were quickly hustled 
away by police from this poignant photo op. 

The Life Chain had theatrics (albeit subdued) as 
well. Many women held babies with signs that read, "I was 
saved." Others held graphic photos of aborted fetuses and 
shouted "Murderers" at the marchers. 

Many 'people along the route showed solidarity for 
the pro-choice marchers. When shoppers along Fifth 
Avenue were greeted with chants of "Out of the Boutiques 
and Into the Streets"; and "Join Us," many did just that. 
Others cheered and gave the thumbs up signal. One of the 
high points of the march was when a group of beefy 
construction workers high up on scaffolding several stories 
above the street, waved and shouted encouragement. 

Pamela Franklin, a young pro-choice demonstrator, 
and an editor for New Directions for Women, summed up 
the feelings of many of the marchers when she said: "I feel 
that it is a waste of my time to yell at these fanatics, but on 
the other hand, we have to be here in full force to prove 
that New York is pro-choice. We need to mobilize our 
efforts to make sure that Roe vs. Wade will never be 

overturned. We need to continue to support pro-choice 
candidates,in all levels of government, and we need to 
boycott cdrporations who support Right To Life, like 
Domino's Pizza, (and the Marriott Corporation, which 

owns Roy Rogers and Kentucky Fried Chicken, among 

other companies--Ed.) to prove to big business that we 
mean business, and we have the economic clout." Another 
woman stated, "Whether abortion is right or wrong is not 
the question here. Personal choice is the question. And if 
they take away our choice to have our abortion this year, 
what will they take away from us next year? They have 
already compromised the choice of poor and young women 
by imposing restrictions on the clinics and withholding 
funding from clinic~ who do not adhere to these 
restrictions." 

Although there were several heated skirmishes 
between the groups in which police intervened, the march 
kept moving and was relatively peaceful. It seemed that 
the police were expecting much heavier action than 
occured because they had approximately 450 officers on 
foot, horseback, scooters, motorcycles, in plainclothes, with 
many communications vehicles and paddy wagons in 
evidence. When the march reached 34th Street, police 
braced for a confrontation in front of the Manhattan Right 
To Life Committee office at 19 West 34th Street 
(Telephone #:947-2692, Fax #:947-7617) by "penning" pro-

See PRO-CHOICE MARCH On Page 19 
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JOURNALIST'S DEATH EXPOSES 
SECRET GOVERNMENT 

by Paul DeRienzo 

Joseph (Danny) Casolaro was a 
poet, author and investigative journalist who 
was found dead on August 10th, apparently 
from his own hand, in a West Virginia motel. 
Although a short suicide note was found 
near the body, his friends and family cast 
doubt on the coroner's·version that Casolaro 
had slit his own wrists at least ten times 
while sitting in a bathtub. 

Casolaro was planning to write a 

book that would expose the story behind the 
1982 theft by the Department of Justice of a 
case management, tracking and workflow · 
management computer software package 

called PROMIS (PROsecution Management 
Information Systems) for use by public 
prosecution agencies. Software that is still in 
use today and allows prosecutors to quickly 
and accurately track cases winding their way 
through the courts. 

The investigation had taken the 44 
year old divorced father of one into a misty 

world of organized crime, corporate greed 
and possibly CIA covert operations that may 
have led Casolaro over his head into a 
conspiracy by men with connections to the 
highest level of the United States 
government. A conspiracy that Casolaro 
called the OCTOPUS because its tentacles 
led from the covert action branch of the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) into the 
heart of the most infamous scandals of our 
age. 

Casolaro maintained until his death 
that the PROMIS software was stolen and 
modified by the government for sale to the 
intelligence agencies of various countries 
throughout the world. He based his theory 
mostly on the testimony of a scientist, 
Michael Riconosciuto, who told a federal 
court that the software had been taken to 
the Cabazon Indian reservation in southern 
California. 

Riconosciuto told the court that he 
was hired to modify the PROMIS software 
for sale to intelligence agencies in a number 
of countries, including Iraq, Egypt, Canada, 
Israel and Jordan, by Dr. Earl W. Brian, the 
head of Infotechnology Inc, a New York­
based holding company financed through the 

junk bond market by big institutional 
investors such as Merrill Lynch. Among the 
myriad of companies controlled by 
Infotechnology is United Press International 
and, until recently, the Financial News 
Network. 

Dr. Brian has denied the charges, 
which he calls a "tissue of lies", but according 
to Maggie Mahar, the senior editor of the 
prestigious business journal Barron's, Brian's 
advice to the wife of then Reagan advisor 
Edwin Meese to buy stock in Infotechnology 
was the focus of investigations that nearly 
derailed Meese's nomination as Attorney 

General. It was during Meese's tenure as 
Attorney General that the theft of the 
PROMIS software occurred. 

Riconosciuto predicted that his 
testimony would anger powerful figures in 
the government, and soon after he gave his 
deposition in the Inslaw case, he'was 
arrested and charged with running a 
methamphetamine laboratory in Tacoma, 
Washington, where he is currently 

imprisoned. 

THE INSLA W AFFAIR 
PROMIS software had been 

from the now defunct Law Enforcemen·t 
Assistance Agency (LEAA). 

The Justice department, under 
President Ronald Reagan's Attorney 
General and long time associate Edwin 
Meese, purchased the software from 
Hamilton for $10 million. 

According to_Hamilton, as soon as 
the Justice Department took delivery of the 
1980's version of PROMIS, they reneged on 
the contract and withheld payments, forcing 
Inslaw into Chap,er Eleven bankruptcy. The 
Justice Department then launched what Bill 
Hamilton called "a covert effort" to 
completely liquidate Inslaw. Inslaw 
retaliated by suing the Department of 
Justice in Federal bankruptcy court, and 
after a three week trial, Judge George 

Bason ruled that officials of the Justice 
Department "stole" forty-four copies of 
PROMIS, "through trickery, fraud and 
deceit", and then tried to drive Inslaw out of 
business. 

A federal appeals court later upheld 
the facts in the case, but overturned the 
decision, based on a technicality, saying that 
the lawsuit was brought in the wrong 
jurisdiction. That decision is being appealed 
to the Supreme Court. However, Bill 
Hamilton says ten years later, he hasn't 
"received a penny'' for PRQMIS, whili;: forty­
four federal prosecutors offices across the 
country are still using the software. 

A month after Bason's ruling in 
favor of Inslaw, the judge learned the 
shocking and bizarre news that his 

See TENTACLES OF 
THE OCTOPUS On Page 14 
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developed by a Washington DC-based 1 ~ · ~ 
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INTERVIEW WITH AUTHOR ALFRED W. McCOY 

I 

"THE POLITICS OF HEROIN: ' CIA COMPLICITY 

IN THE GLOBAL DRUG TRADE" 

Bv PAUL DeRIENZO 
Paul DeRienzo: How did you come to write "The Politics of Heroin: CIA 
Complicity In The·Global Drug Trade"? · 
Alfred McCoy: In 1971, I was a graduate student doing Southeast Asian history at 
Yale University. An editor at Harper & Row, Elisabeth Jakab, read some articles 
in a volume I had edited about Laos which made some general references to the 
opium trade in Laos. 

She decided this would be a great Idea for a book and asked me to do a 
background book on the heroin plague that was sweeping the (armed) forces 
then fighting in South Vietnam. We later learned that about one third of the 
United States combat forces in Vietnam, conservatively estimated, were heroin 
addicts. 

I went to Paris and Interviewed retired general Maurice Belleux, the former 
head of the French equivalent of the CIA, an organization called SDECE (Service 
de Documentation Exterieure et du Contre-Espionage). In an amazing interview, 
he told me that French military intelligence had financed all their covert -
operations from the control of the Indochina drug trade. [The French protected 

. opium trafficking in Laos and northern Vietnam during the colonial war that 
raged from 1946 to the French defeat in 1954 at Dien Bien Phu.] 

The French paratroopers fighting with hill tribes collected the opium and 
French aircraft would fly the opium dowo to Saigon and the Sino-Vietnamese 
mafia that was the instrument of French intelligence would then distribute the 
opium. The central bank accounts, the sharing of the profits, was all controlled 
by French military Intelligence. 

He concluded the Interview by telling me that it was his information that the 
CIA had taken over the French assets and were pursuing something of the same 
policy. 

So I went to Southeast Asia to follow up on that lead and that's what took me 
Into doing this whole book. It was basically pulling a thread and keep tucking at 
It an_d a veil masking the reality began to unravel. 

PD: What was the CIA's role in heroin trafficking in Southeast Asia? 
AM:-During the 40 years of the cold war, from the late 1940's to this year, the CIA 
pursued a policy that I call radical pragmatism: Their mission was to stop 
communism and in pursuit of that mission they would ally with anyone and do 
anything to fight communism. 

Since the 1920's, the League of Nations, the forerunner of the United Nations, 
and the United States, have prohibited opium and cocaine products from legal 
sale. These products had.already emerged as vast global commodities with very 
substantial production zones and large markets; large demand for those 
commodities both in the third world and the first. 

·The historic Asia opium zone stretches across 5,000 miles of Asian mainland 
from Turkey to Laos along the southern borders of the Soviet Union and the 
southern border of communist China. It just so happened that one of the key war 
zones in the cold war happened to lay astride the Asian opium zone. 

During the long years of the cold war, the CIA mounted major covert guerilla 
operatio~s along the Soviet-Chinese border. The CIA recruited as allies people 
we now call drug lords for their operation against communist China in 

See SHADOW INTERVIEW On Page 14 

•·~ -~,I 
' .. ' .. "' ' \ .\ ~-

- ~~·-,, · \ . 
: ": .: '~\' ' ' ' •· ,_ , ,,.\ . 

~·ft: . .. · .. 

'• Q . 
. :'· 

. · .. 
~ . . 
(' · 

·\ .. ·/.-~: :f 
.........:....i ·. · , ,-, : -'.J 

;- \-=:-.' 
• . • ... 

•:-, 
:,} 
, .•11t 

,!' 

( 

:-• 
/I 

~ .-.-. · ·:;r_·.1.-_.,; ' . -.--.- ~ .. :;..~..L.l-•&;. . . · ·•·• ·••· ·. •, · ·+·.:,, ' !'" : ~ • . :~ } :---~ ... ~ ~~ - ~ · .. .. t\~~tt!t!1 
..... '" ► # I ; , \ t ' ' ,f ~ J _·'-' ... . . , • . .r ' AGI_>!'!, ,~ C -...._ .:,,.~!f,·".-s;","· 
• ,. ,,,,,.,, ~,.,,rl-.-:,.,,_-~_Hf't~h.t .. l.t tt ~-t•,;_._..;r.;'IJ!'_t-~J:.· . . ,'/.,i'/,~/.,!,i.1.?, 



jMAY DAY 29 TRIAL TAKES OFF!I 
By A. Kronstadt 

The warped wheels of injustice have fi nally begun turning in the case of the Mayday 
29. The Mayday 29, as SHADOW readers know, are political activists arrested when 
police, ordered by former Ninth Precinct commandant Michael Julian, attacked the stage 
of the Resist to Exist/Squatter Mayday concert in Tompkins Square Park on the evening 
of May 1, 1990, whtle the last band was still playing, in spite of concert organizers 
receiving an extension beyond the time limi t. Cops claimed that they were requested to 
do so by Parks Department representatives five minutes after the original 9:00 deadline , 
even though there were other ways to cut the power to the stage without entering the 
stage. The MC and stage manager of the concert were clubbed and arrested in front of 
300 onlookers, and a riot ensued, which left more than two dozen cops injured. Twenty­
eight people were arrested that night and one more was picked up by undercover police 
two weeks later. Those arrested included several of the most visible participants in the 
struggle against gentrification and creeping fascism on the Lower East Side. 

Jury selection began on October 17 for six .defendants still facing felony charges. These 
charges include riot and assault on police officers. Many of the original defendants had 
their charges reduced co misdemeanors, and they face a separate trial. Two of the original 
felony defendants accepted a plea bargain to misdemeanor riot in exchange for sentences 
of 120 hours of community service. This "bargain" seemed all the more attractive to the 
defendants smce the trial is expected to last up to eight weeks and could lead to 
·sentences of up to seven years. Six defendants are maintaining their innocence of all 
charges and are prepared to prove it. They are John Squat, Lori Rizzo, Kenny, Thomas, 
Rob, and Anthony. (One other defendant is being sought on a warrant for failing to show 
up in court. On October 23, cops entered a squat building with guns drawn in search of 
the defendant. even thn1111h hP i~ nnt " ~nn<>ttPr\ 

Defendant Lori Rizzo, acting in her own defense, introduced a motion during the pre­
trial proceedings several months ago that the American flag at the front of the courtroom 
be removed on the grounds that the presence of the same flag on the uniforms of the 
police and-behind the judge's bench implies an affinity between the court and the police. 
Judge Richard C. Failla, New York City's first and openly gay judge on the N.Y. Supreme 
Court, and former head of the Homicide Division in the Manhattan District Attorney's 
office responded to this motion on the morning of October 17. He stated: "I thought of 
taking down the flag-it's pretty worn out and dirty anyway, but it matches the decor of the 
building. However I will order the police·to remove the flags from their uniforms when 
they testify." Word of this immediately reached headquarters at 1 Police Plaza, no doubt 
leaked by court officers. That afternoon, DA Counsel Paul Schectman (known to 

SHADOW readers through his memo urging Assistant District Attorneys to seek 
maximum charges against Tompkins Square activists arrested at demonstrations--see 

issue #19--Ed) barged into the courtroom along with the attorney for the Patrolman's 
Benevolent Association (PBA), protesting Judge Failla's decision. Failla attempted to 
keep the issue narrow, stating that the cops would all be testifying in plainclothes anyway. 
This flap over the flag made its way into the New York Post the next day, though the Post 
completely passed over what the case was about. 

A great deal of the "evidence" the prosecution has in its ~ssion are depositions · 
from cops suing the city for compensation for injuries allegedly sustained during their riot 
and testimony of cops before the Grand Jury. This all has been placed in the hands of 
at~orneys and defendants (this is called "Rosario Material", named for the 1960's case 
"People vs Rosario", in which the court ruled that all witness statements pertaining to a 
defendant's case must be turned over to the defense). It is clear that the prosecution's 
case rests on the testimony of cops and little else. The depositions given by police 
generate reams of ignorant and contradictory statements, demonstrating their prejudice 
against the defendants and failure to understand anything about the Lower East Side and 
the people who live here. 

For example, the funk band Spy vs. Spy, the band playing when the cops raided the 
stage, is described by one officer as a "skinhead band singing kill-the.cops music" (Spy vs. 
Spy's Black lead singer has dreadlocks). Concertgoers are referred to several times as 
"swarming rats". A bullhorn is called a "blowhom". Nowhere does anyone, including the 
bleeding heart liberal Inspector Julian, betray any comprehension of what the concert was 
all about. Apparently what the prosecution intends to do is to rely on a few buzzwords 
like "punk rockers", "rowdies", "fanatics" and the ever-popular "anarchist". The State 
thinks it can rely on people's prejudices, and this is precisely what the defendants and 
their attorneys will not permit them to do. 

Toe 47 witnesses due to testify against the May Day 29 felony defendants include 37 
cops, 4 doctors and 6 civilians. The cops' names are: Det.Richard Abinentti, P.O.Michael 
Bourke, P.OJames Burke, P.O.Glenn Clark, P.O.Eileen Cunningham, P.OJames 
Demanti, Sgt. Vincent DiDonato, P.O.Anthony Discala, P.O.William Fisher, P.O.Kevin 
Flynn, Insp.Elias Gelfand, P.OJohn Grebe, P.O.Harry Hernandez, Insp.Michael Julian, 
P.O.Michael Kelly, P.OJames Knoble, P.O.Vincent LoBracco, P.O.Phillip Lam, 
P.OJames Lehar, P.OJon Licari, P.O.Carl Lopez, Sgt.Steven Marron, SgtJames Martin, 
P.O.Ronald Moore, P.O.Steve Olah, P.OJose Ortiz, P.O.William l>olatayne, P.OJoseph 
Quinn, P.O.David Redmond, P.O.Frederick Rios, P.O.Michael Rollo, P.O.Frank Scotti, 
P.O.Peter Smeding, P.O.Lester Staubitz, CaptJohn Sullivan, P.O.Scott Walburger, and 

P.O.Toeresa Wilson. 
Toe civilians, who have a history of confrontations with several of the defendants over 

the past three years and who are tied in one way or another to Antonio Pagan and his 
Tompkins Square Neighborhood Coalition (an anti-homeless group responsible for the 
closing of the park) are: Ms.Elizabeth Acevedo, Mr John Lizza, Ms.Lisa Ramaaci, 
Mr.Robert Rohr, Mr.Sam Turvey, and Mr. Stephen Vincent. It remains to be seen what 
these right wing assholes will claim to have witnessed and how they will purjure 

themselves. 
Can a group of people like the Mayday defendants receive a jury of their peers? While 

radicals who are called for jury duty usually feel free to express their feelings concerning 
the police and the government, narrow-minded people usually are usually reticent about 
their cultural biases. The former are' usually excused from juries while the latter decide 
people's fa tes. The prosecution will have to depend on getting a jury which responds to 
Willie Horton type imagery of people who are just plain bad and enjoy violence. Our 
defense has to be essentially educational. When the jurors know what is going on in the 
Lower East Side, when they know what the Resist to ~ist/Squatter Mayday concert was 
about-they will see our side of the story. Meanwhile, come to court and see your favorite 
pigs turned into mincemeat by your favorite radicals. See the oily Inspector Julian choke 
on his own contradictions. Marvel as the defendants and their attorneys humiliate the 
reactionary morons who closed our park and sneaked Antonio Pagan into office. 
Supporting the Mayday 29 is not only a revolutionary duty - it's more fun than watching 

TV. 

AY-·'FRJA}., . TUESDAY-FRIDAY STARTIN~!)• 
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'orPECR[S 
PARK 

..._.,____ CONTINUES 
(A.special report by JACK STRAW in Berkeley, California) 

The part of Berkeley which adjoins a contested lot "legally" owned by the University of 
California ("UC'), known as People's Park, is under virtual martial law. The supposed 
civil liberties guaranteed by bourgeois law have essentially been suspended as the 
University attempts to reassert control over this territory. 

Before. 1967, the lot, located just south of the campus, was the site of houses and 
apartment buildings. Many of the residents were "hippies" and political activists, whose 
target was frequently the University. U.C. used the process of eminent domain, the 
takeover of private land for necessary public use, to force the owners of the dwellings to 
sell it the land at below-market price , for the expressed purpose of constructing new 
dormitories, even though existing dormitories had many vacancies (students in that era 
often couldn't stand to live in the regimented University residences). A more honest 
assessment by the Board of Regents, a group of corporate bigwigs appointed to run U.C. 
on behalf of the state, described the impacted area as a "hippie concentration". The 
structures were razed, but, not surprisingly, U.C. did not construct the planned dorms. 
This was an illegal use of eminent domain, but the statute of limitations on challenging 
the University had expired before anyone knew this was so. 

In April , 1969, an assorted group of local residents, street people, students, etc, began 
to turn the empty lot into a park, complete with a garden_and a children's playground. 
Within weeks, University police moved in to destroy the park and fence the lot. Private 
seizure of common land, a process known as the enclosures, was the essential basis for 
the imposition of the capitalist system. Any moves in the opposite direction cannot be 
tolerated by the powers-that-be. Attempts to reassert public control were met by violent 
force , resulting in well-known riots which Jed to one death, one blinding, hundreds of 
injuries, and the imposition of martial law on the entire ·-town by a huge force , which 
included National Guard units equipped with armored vehicles and tear gas-spraying 
helicopters. 

The lot was paved over and a basketball court was constructed on it , but the 
community generally boycotted it. Several times in the next three years, attempts were 
made to take-the park back. In May 1972, in the wake of a massive anti -war demo, 
several thousand people knocked down the fence, pried the surfacing off, and dug up the 
ground, recreating the park. During the intervening years, the University shied from any 
attempt to reclaim the lot , but prevented any moves which would seem to indicate 
acceptance of the park as common land, such as the construction of fixed bathrooms or 
water fountains, and the placement of children's playground equipment. These policies 
ensured that the park, which had become a dwelling for the growing numbers of homeless 
people, deteriorated. It became associated in the public mind (thanks, in large part, to a 
media campaign) with hard-drug dealing and crime. It had another side -- that of a 
secure, free-speech zbne, often used for rallies, organizing, free concerts and the feeding 
of homeless people. 

Within the last couple of years, the University has sought an agreement with the 
supposedly "progressive" Berkeley city government regarding the park's future , in no 
small part to help facilitate its planned expansion. This culminated several months ago in 
a dttal to divide the park, with the University getting the open space in the middle, and 
the city getting a lease on the two ends (including the "Free Speech" stage) for five years, 
at the end of which the University could assert .complete control if it wasn't satisfied with 
the situation. U.C. announced that it would use its portion to construct sand volleyball 
courts (a la Southern California) and a basketball court. 

University police began enforcing a 10PM curfew on the park, arresting violators, 
eventually even people who were standing on the adjoining sidewalk. They were assisted 
by City police who also arrested 100 protestors who had taken over the City Council 
chambers in the wake of its approval of the agreement. This was done at the request of 
"leftist" mayor Loni Hancock. 

On July 27th, 1991, a large crowd prevented groundbreaking ceremonies for the 
volleyball courts. Later that day, an unrelated arrest of a person in the park by Cfty 
police provoked a confrontation, resulting in a lengthy siege and damage to a police 

vehicle. See BATTLE OF PEOPLE'S PARK On Page 11 
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Well, here we are again!! With the park sealed off and guarded against the community, 
the kops have been looking to other targets to serve their masters in the ultimate goal of 
gentrification. One easy target: the street peddlers. Not the people fencing stolen stuff 
near St. Mark's and Second Ave (they just move a block away when the kops come), but 
the poorest peddlers trying to eke out a living along Second Ave, First Ave, and Avenue 
A. Every night, the kops keep up their strange ritual of ·scattering the peddlers, who have 
no choice but to set up elsewhere. 

........................................................... --------······-·--------, 
Meanwhile, the kops keep their eyes on the fence around the park, especially when the 
Free Speech Speak-Outs take place at 7th Street and Avenue A. Apparently, they 
weren't watching too well during one Speak-Out when a crew of about 10 youngsters 
jumped the fence from the inside!! They had entered the park from the 10th Street side 
and jumped over on the 7th Street side, right in front of the kops. The kops could only 
grab one of them, but l)e got away after the Speak-Out people "unarrested" him!! 
....................................... ... ....................................................................................................................................................................................................... ... 

Ever wonder why "The Beat Cop Is Back", (to coin the phrase being advertised all over 
the city on billboards, buses and subways)? Why, to give out more parking tickets, of 
course!! How else, do you expect the city to pay for all those newly hired rookie kops? 
................................................................................................................................... __________________ -----------··· 
A Kop Watcher found this out ,on October 22nd when he saw a man trying to stop his car 
from being taken by a city tow truck. (He already had his parking ticket and was reading 
it when they quickly hooked his car up to take it away, to get even~ money out of 
him.) Within minutes after the tow truck driver's call, 3 kop cars, a kop scooter, and then 
2 ESU ("Emergency Services Unit"--better known as the "SWAT' Team) trucks--a total 
of I 1 kops, arrived to separate this "dangerous criminal" from his car!! 
During the two hour stand-off, during which the man refused to leave his car, people 
standing nearby could hear radio reports of crimes in progress, including "shots being 
fired", among other things the kops could have been respondiqg_ 1.9. Qn~ woman J . 

wondered aloud why it took. the kops more than iwo hours to respond tp bee call days 

earlier about a man threatening people with a knife. Apparently, it's easier and safer to 
help the city extort money than it is to stop crime!! In the end, the man left his car and 
was taken to the 9th precinct to be booked for "Obstruction of Justice"!! 
----------------------------- .. ------------------------·---------------------- ---------------------
Speaking of the City Budget, after cutting so many social programs and services for the 
public in order to save money, the city has seen fit to purchase a whole fleet of brand 
spanking new stream-lined Chevy Caprice kop cars, and even unmarked cars. Of course, 
at the 9th precinct, Commanding Officer Captain Esposito gets to "test drive" his (Plate 
Number C3L-685) before the other kops get theirs. (Until then, the kops will still be using 
the old Plymouth Gran Furys.) 

-----··-·--------·-·-····-··-······------------ ..... ---... ---·----------·-----· ---------------------·- .. 

lbC:;:;e cheerful kops were seen outside Tompkins Square Park, probably wishing they 
could get inside and chill out, like the rest of the neighborhood would like to: 

t~s s$ 

. . 

~ . =~~. 
~~' " .·~~· 

.......... ·-----· .. -·---.. ·-···········-·--........................ -....... .. 
Congradulations and a tip of the black scarf to the folks who put out the "COPWATCH 
Report" in Berkeley, California. Stemming from the recent kop riot in and around 
People's Park in order to make the streets safe for yuppie jocks wanting to play volleyball, 
COPWA TCH's summer issue is jam-packed with reports on the violence and shooting of 
people by kops, including photos. They can be reached at: 2022 Blake Street, Berkeley, 
CA 94704 (Telephone:415-548-0425). Every town should have their own COPWATCH!! 
---------------····--·-·-----·········-·················· ~ -----···········-··-······-·---
Do you like monitoring the kops? BE A KOP-WATCHER!! Join your neighbors in 
watching every move they make. If you have info, stories, incidents, photos, plate 
numbers, addresses, telephone numbers, personal information, etc, that you'd like to see 
published and added to our files, please send it all to the SHADOW, P.O. Box 20298, 
New York, N.Y. 1,0<)9?. 

- ··--····- , ,. -··;·-··········-;-··-···· - ~ - - - ~ 
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Chief Walsh, ashamed over his role in getting Tompkins Square Park closed and fenced 
off, strikes a familiar pose outside the park: 

(Or could it be that he's still crying over getting passed over for promotion by outgoing 
Chief Johnson?) · 

These plainclothes kops, seen outside a Grateful Dead show at Madison Square Garden 
in September practically begged to be included in the next issue of the SHADOW: 

~~
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