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TOMPKINS SQUARE POLICE STATE (Continued)

The day after our last issue, which warned of impending city plans to demolish the
Tompkins Square Park bandshell, which has served our community for 25 years, the pigs
in City Hall had it torn down on Aug. 28th, in spite of protests and even pleadings from
from all political sides of the community. To justify this complete disregard of the
community, the Mayor’s office claimed alternately that the bandshell was: "unsafe”, oo
expensive to repair, the site of homeless people, drug dealing, and that it was "too large"
for the park!! As any area resident knew, if the city wanted to stop the homeless from
sleeping in the bandshell overnight, they could have simply repaired the electric roll down
gate in front. This would have eliminated their other false arguments as well!!

In our last editorial, we explained how the police department wanted to create and
enforce a police state in Tompkins Square with help from the city and the mainstream
media. By provoking incidents in the area (harrassment, beatings, petiy arrests, etc) that
have resulted in outbursts of anger against them, and by getting right wingers to lodge
complaints against people responding to the police state, the police department
succeeded in getting a large number of pigs assigned (o occupy the area. Claiming that
Tompkins Square Park was the source of the "trouble” in the neighborhood after causing
several skirmishes and riots there since August 1988, the pigs succeeded in getting the
park closed. After they claimed that the bandshell was the source of the "trouble” in the
park, they succeeded in getting it demolished.

After getting the first part of their plan in place, the pigs are now proceeding to the
next step. To accomplish their ultimate goal to have the park destroyed and remodeled
into a modern "policeable” park under the guise of unneeded "renovations”, the pigs will
try to remove the elements that have disrupted their plans and who try to stop the
gentrifiers who want to "develop” the Lower East Side into the most expensive property
in Manhattan. These elements include the homeless, political activists around the park,
and the squatters near the park.

The homeless, already swept more than a dozen times from the park, were again
evicted from vacant lots near the park when the pigs hit them on Aug. 15th. They now
occupy streets, sidewalks and doorways around the neighborhood. Several activists have
been hit with felony indictments, stemming from the May Day Pig Riot of 1990, which
resulted when pigs rushed the bandshell stage to cut the power during a concert when
they could have turned it off from several other locations. Sources tell the SHADOW that
these people are being persecuted for their roles as activists against the pigs and the
state, not necessarily because of anything allegedly taking place on May Day 1990. They
are now on trial and face many years in jail if convicted. Other activists are harrassed and
arrested for simply holding signs and banners, handing out leaflets, and hanging out with
friends on sidewalks. Three squat buildings have been hit by pigs in the past few weeks:
On Sept. 18th, Noah's Ark squat was raided and evicted at dawn by scores of riol pigs
who blocked the doorway of another squat nearby. City crews were standing by, and had
the interior completely gutted by the afternoon. On Sept. 30th, 3BC squat was threatened
with eviction by fire pigs, who waited for cops to come. When the cops didn’t show, the
fire pigs left. On Oct. 23rd, Fetus Squat was raided by pigs with guns drawn, allegedly
looking for a defendant in the May Day 29 felony case. The SHADOW heard from a high
ranking cop source that the pigs are planning to hit several more squat buildings soon, as
long as the city has demolition crews ready to destroy them immediately.

After these targets are removed, next will be the low-income and rent-stabilized and
tenants who have been barely able to hang onto their apartments as rents in New York
have skyrocketed around them, and who have been a pain in the asses of gentrifiers.
Once the obstacles to gentrification are gone, Tompkins Square Park can be re-opened.
With the redistricting in place and the primary election for City Council won by Antonio
Pagan, the servant of right wingers and the developers, it looks like their plans are falling
neatly into place, if we allow it to happen!! It is now up to all of us to stop this
scenario in any and every way possible!! Support those who fight for our rights, help the
homeless, and stop Antonio Pagan from getting elected to the City Council in November.

™ If you vote, select anyone else running for election, if you value our neighborhood!! "
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT IS UP TO YOU!!

100 Center Street
ISth floor Part 38

Tuesday - Friday 9:30 - 5 PM Thru Mid November

On May 1, 1990 police stormed the stage of the fourday RESIST TO EXIST
SQUATTER MAYDAY Festival and beat-up community activists in full view

of 300 people. 7 people are now on trial in NY State Supreme Court as the
police attempt to frame us with their violence. Procecutors will call 37 police
to the stand as well as Pagan piglets Sam Turvey, Elizabeth Acevedo and
others to tell their lies. The MAYDAY defendants and their lawyers are well
prepared to answer these phoney charges with the truth about what happened
that night, but hundreds of political prisoners in US jails speaks to the faimess

of the "Amerikan Just Us" system. In other words, ANYTHING COULD HAPPEN!

This summer, the cops took the park, then the bandshell, then the lots...
and now they are after us! But it's not too late to stop the police state.
Vhat made us powerful on MAYDAY was the way we fought to defend each
other. When the front lines of community defense have been drawn around
the squats, we have been there. Now, we need you to be in court for us.

COMMUNITY DEFENSE IS NOT A CRIME

FREE THE MAY DAY 29!

Funds are urgently needed for leaflets now that the trial has begun. Please send whatever you can afford to
contribute fo TOMPKINS SQUARE/MAYDAY 29 DEFENSE COMMITEE 228 E. 10th St. #24, Loisaida, NYC 10003
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"I ALWAYS BUY THIS PAPER TO
SEE WHAT THE COPS ARE UP TO"--

(Beat cop buying the SHADOW at A-CENTRAL
Books on October 24, 1991)

FUCK THE DEMOCRATS!

By A. Kronstadt

Is anyone not yet convinced of the utter moral and spiritual bankruptcy of the
Democratic Party in New York City and nationwide? Is anyone still in doubt about
its impotence to do anything meaningful to improve the lives of poor and working
class people? Once upon a time, during the Great Depression of the 1930's, the
rich in America felt threatened by a mass uprising of poor peopie who had
nothing to lose. The more enlightened among them decided that it was better to
part with some of their profits and make a few concessions than to lose
everything in a bloody revolution. A New Deal was proposed in which those on
the bottom of the heap were thrown a few crumbs to give them an illusion that
the system was working for them. The dispenser of these crumbs was the
Democratic Party. For many years the Democrats gained votes by sprinkling
crumbs around. They gave the impression of a humane, generous party bent on
preserving a social contract where everyone could find a niche and eventually

rise up into the mainstream.

As time passed, the crumbs became more expensive for the rich. They found
themselves in cutthroat industrial competition with nations where workers were
not treated generously: nations where bullets rather than welfare were employed
to control the discontented. The rich put Ronald Reagan in the White House and
gave him a mandate to cut off the bounty, to put it back in the hands of the rich
so that they could reinvest it and grow richer.

Where did this leave the Democrats? Crumbless, with no more patronage to
ladle out, their liberal, generous rhetoric began to sound like hot air, It became
more and more difficult to distinguish them from the Republicans. These
Republicrats, in places like New York, became administrators of austerity and
repression. This is how the Democrats went from building huge housing projects
in the '50’s and '60's to building fences to keep the homeless out of vacant lots in

the '90’s.

The Democrats are coming to town next summer. These con artists want to
hold their convention in a city where their dominance is taken for granted-and
they think that New York is such a place. We are witnessing stepped up
repression against street people, peddiers, panhandiers, pot dealers-everyone
who is trying to survive by hustling a few doliars. All of this is being carried out
by a Democratic administration which doles out more money to keep people from
helping themselves than to help people. Much of this repression is intended to
"clean up the streets” for the convention--to present the image of a squeaky-
clean liberal-Democratic success story instead of the reality of a raunchy, fetid

Democratic Party fiasco.

We say stick it to them. The summer of 1992 will be a summer of rage, and in
New York the appropriate target for that rage is the Democratic Party. The angel
of austerity, Mario Cuomo, is being presented as the new liberal Messiah. The
butcher of City University, the patron of the James Bay environmental disaster-
in-the-making-is now being groomed as the big daddy of the new enlightenment.
The Democrats should not be allowed to have their convention here, and if they
do have it, they should be forced to have it in the midst of a three-ring political
circus in which the whole mess that they have created in New York is smeared in

their faces!

TRASH THE CONVENTION-1992!!

SHADOW ADVERTISING RATES:
SUBVERTISEMENTS--20 CENTS PER WORD
NO MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM.

BUSINESS CARD SIZE--$15.00

LARGER ADS--

(YOUR ARTWORK AND LAYOUT OR OURS):
1/8 PAGE---%$30.00

1/4 PAGE---%350.00

1/2 PAGE--$100.00

LONG TERM ADS ARE NEGOTIABLE--
PLEASE INQUIRE FOR MORE DETAILS

FREE AD SPACE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE
FOR NON-PROFIT SOCIAL/POLITICAL GROUPS
AS SPACE ALLOWS. DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
FOR CERTAIN PROFIT MAKING GROUPS.

COPY AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

FIRST CLASS--$2.00/COPY, $15/YEAR
BULK RATE--$1.00/COPY, $10/YEAR
*PLEASE SPECIFY METHOD OF DELIVERY
WHEN ORDERING COPIES OR SUBSCRIPTIONS.
(FIRST CLASS IS MUCH FASTER)

THE SHADOW IS FREE FOR ALL PRISONERS,
INCLUDING THOSE IN THE MILITARY. WE
REQUEST THAT ALL FREE SUBSCRIBERS
CONTACT US EVERY FEW MONTHS SO THAT WE
KNOW THEY ARE GETTING THEIR SHADOWS.
(IF WE DO NOT HEAR FROM YOU WITHIN SIX
MONTHS, WE MAY REMOVE YOUR NAME FROM
OUR MAILING LIST)

WE WILL GLADLY TRADE ISSUES AND SUBS
WITH OTHER POLITICAL/SUBVERSIVE
PUBLICATIONS. PLEASE TURN US ON!!

WE PREFER CASH, BUT CAN ACCEPT CHECKS
OR MONEY ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO:
SHADOW PRESS". ANY AND ALL DONATIONS
ARE NEEDED AND WILL BE GREATLY
APPRECIATED! !

PLEASE SEND ADS, INQUIRIES, AND ALL
CORRESPONDENCE TO: SHADOW PRESS,
P.0.BOX 20298, NEW YORK, N.Y.

10009

DUE TO THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN
THE MAY DAY 29 CASE NOW ON
TRIAL, ATTORNEYS RON KUBY +
WILLIAM KUNSTLER WERE
UNABLE TO PROVIDE THEIR
“DOWN BY LAW" COLUMN FOR
THIS ISSUE. "DOWN BY LAW" WILL
CONTINUE IN OUR NEXT ISSUE.
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TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK

BANDSHELL DEMOLISHED!!
By Chris Flash

FLASH FOTO

Days before a planned rally and concert to protest the imminent demolition of the
Tompkins Square Park bandshell and despite last ditch legal efforts to prevent the
demolition, the bandshell was demolished on the morning of August 28th.

The bandshell, built by the city in 1966 in response to increasing tension in the
community, served as a forum for the cultural expression of various ethnic groups and
performers, hosting such name musiciahs as the Fugs, Richie Havens, the Grateful Dead,
the Jefferson Airplane, as well as countless local groups from salsa to samba to reggae to
funk to punk.

By the 1980s, the bandshell became a focal point in the culture of resistance to
gentrification which has been sweeping the neighborhood. The bandshell hosted events
such as the annual Squatter MayDay, Housing is a Human Right Festival, Homes Not
Bombs, as well as the transexual Wigstock Festival. As a result of the counter-cultural
gathering and organizing, the conservative elements in the neighborhood and City Hall
decided that the bandshell had to go. Citing false reports of too costly repairs (the
bandshell had no structural or electrical defects--only the roll down gate in front, designed
to keep the homeless out, needed repairs), the Parks Department announced that the
bandshell would have to be replaced with a new mobile stage that would be wheeled out
whenever future shows take place in the park, whenever the park is eventually re-opened.

During the demolition, approximately 25 people gathered, with some along Avenue A
protesting and others on East 7th Street yelling at the demolition crew from SANTORA
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CONSTRUCTION, of Corona, Queens. According to a reliable SHADOW source,

SANTORA received only $15,000 for the job, low by industry standards, in the hopes of
beating out other contractors on future city projects.

After a man was arrested for blocking traffic on Avenue A, cops claimed that another
young man riding a bicycle threw an M80 at a cluster of "white shirts" (commanding
officers) near the corner of 7th Street and Avenue A. He was run down by a pigon a
scooter and then taken into a waiting pig van where his head was cracked open by a pig
hitting him with a helmet.

Soon after, Captain Charles Hanley had Seth Tobocman, editor of WWIII magazine,
arrested for pacing back and forth with a sign, charging him with "disorderly conduct”. A
local photographer, John Penley, confronting Hanley after being called a "faggot” by
Hanley, was also arrested for "disorderly conduct” and was put through the system for.24
hours. (Hanley claimed that Penley shouted obsenities that caused the crowd to block the
sidewalk). In the paddy wagon, Penley and another man he was cuffed to were assaulted
and choked by pigs when the punk mouthed off to them.

A total of 8 people were arrested, including members of the band "Human Sewage".
Some were charged with possession of fireworks after cops found a bag full on the
sidewalk. One young punk in custody was hosed down by the pigs in the 7th precinct .
when he pissed in his pants after being refused permission to use the toilet. Later that
afternoon, a group of people from the neighborhood invaded the offices of Park
Commissioner Betsy Gotbaum, at the Arsenal Building in Central Park, occupying it for
several hours.

CAPT. HANLEY (Left) ORDERS ARREST OF PHOTOGRAPHER
JOHN PENLEY AFTER CALLING PENLEY A "FAGGOT"
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By Chris Flash

In the early morning of October 15th, hundreds of riot pigs arrived by the busload with
emergency and bomb-squad vehicles, accompanied by a fleet of trucks and bulldozers
from the Sanitation Department, descended upon and evicted three homeless
encampments near Tompkins Square Park. The camps, located on East 8th Street
between Avenues B and C, and 8-9th Streets between Avenues C and D, were mostly
inhabited by homeless residents of Tompkins Square Park who were evicted on June 3rd
when the park was closed and fenced off by the city. The 8th Street lot, "home” to a
community of about 100 people, was dubbed "Dinkinsville," in dishonor of the mayor who
had the homeless removed from the park.

The raids had been expected for several weeks, as the Daily News and the New York
Post increased their vicious editorials and slanted articles against the homeless. (The Post
is owned by the Kalikow family, real estate developers and landlords who own large
amounts of property in New York City, and who used to own some around Tompkins
Square Park.) Adding to the calls for the removal of the homeless were calls and letters
to the mayor’s office from Community Board Three Chair Rick Carman.

In the days before the raid, the portable toilets were removed [rom "Dinkinsville" as
flunkies from the city’s shelter system, calling themselves the "Human Resources
Administration” (HRA) stepped up their presence in the camps. Under the guise of
offering "referrals” to the homeless, they exist only to place the homeless in dangerous
city shelters. In past homeless evictions, HRA workers have offered shelters as part of
their "outreach program,” so that the mayor could tell the media they had tried to help
the homeless before kicking them into the streets.

By the night of October 14tH, it became obvious that the homeless would be hit the
next day as word was leaked to the homeless and their supporters through city officials,
rogue cops, and city workers. At approximately 4:00AM on October 15th, word came
through the Eviction Watch Hotline that the pigs were mustering at the Police Academy
on East 21st Street for their raids on the lots. Activists and homeless supporters were
called to help defend the homeless against eviction, and about 75 responded. By 6:00AM,
people had erected barricades at both ends of 8th Street to stop the cop vehicles. As a
small bonfire burned in the middle of "Dinkinsville,” some homeless residents began
packing. Before the pigs arrived, some tents were set on fire by homeless residents,
spreading to other tents and threatening a nearby apartment building. Activists took
down the barricades and called for the Fire Department as others tried to put out the
fires with buckets of water. In a prime example of "divide and conquer,” some homeless
people accused the supporters of causing them trouble by focusing the pigs’ atlention on
them!!

Soon, the pigs arrived, marching down 8th Street behind Captain Frey, pushing the
homeless and supporters down 8th Street, which was "frozen" and blocked off with pig
barricades. Local and mainstream reporters and photographers with press passes were
forced to leave, but police press reporter Betsy Herzog, who sells photos to the N.Y. Post,
was allowed to stay.

Also on the scene was Manhattan Boro President Ruth Messinger, who seemed to be
against the raid. She was overheard trying to make sure that the homeless were able to
retreive their belongings, but many were not able to get them back. Soon, the Sanitation
bulldozers had everything in huge piles in both lots as the pigs stood guard over them.

At the 9th Street lots, a few HRA people helped the homeless remove their belongings
as pigs picked through their tents, and tore their shacks apart, looking for people sleeping
inside. Pigs were stationed on surrounding roofs, but were denied admission to several
buildings, including a squat. Another squat building near the corner had its doorway
boarded up by pigs with plywood, but it was quickly removed by residents still inside the
building.

By the afternoon, both lots were empty, surrounded by pigs still watching over the piles
of belongings being prepared for removal, including mattresses, carts, tarps, and wood
from makeshift shacks, as work crews erected fences around the lots. Homeless people
who were promised city-owned apartments by HRA workers were instead sent to nearby
shelters. Some headed toward East River Park, while others scattered throughout the
neighborhood, along surrounding streets and doorways.

The next day, more than a dozen people rallied for three hours on the steps of City
Hall to protest the raid on the lots. Carrying signs and banners, the demonstrators passed
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TYPICAL ANTI-HOMELESS EDITORIAL IN THE DAILY NEWS--6/10/91. ..

DINKINSVILLE RESIDENT PACKS UP BELONGINGS AS TENTS ERUPT
IN FLAMES BEHIND HIM, BEFORE P1GS ARRIVE TO EVICT.

MEANWHILE, AT THE 9TH STREET LOT, PIGS TEAR APART SHANTIES
AND TENTS, LOOKING FOR PEOPLE STILL SLEEPING INSIDE.

out leaflets explaining the true causes of homelessness and the housing shortage while
pitching a symbolic tent in front of City Hall.

After the raids of the day béfore, a cardboard sign in the street in front of
"Dinkinsville," read: "Who are the real criminals? The rulers of this country, that’s who!
The ‘greatest’ "richest’ ‘'most powerful’ country in the world, imperialist America, is a
country whose only driving force is power for profit. This country’s history from DAY
ONE.is based on criminal domination of and destruction of people all over the world.

. The system useés people and throws them awdy like garbage. NOW THAT'S A CRIME!"

PHOTO BY DAVID SORCHER

PHOTO BY DAVID SORCHER
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On Saturday, October 12, a squatter rally and march was held, starting at the
7th Street and Avenue A entrance to the park. Armed with props, signs and
costumes, approximately 100 squatters, squatter kids, and squat supporters
rallied to demonstrate to their neighbors that squatters are good neighbors who
have found alternatives to homelessness and letting the city’s abandoned
buildings sit vacant and rot.

Resembling the marches in support of Adam Purple’s Garden of Eden
destroyed by the city several years ago, people dressed in wild costumes, made
silkscreens reading "Defend The Squats,” played musical instruments, rode
homemade bicyle carts and carried effigies of gentrifiers. After a pathetic attempt
at blocking them off on Avenue A, cops stayed far away from the marchers, who
took entire streets, marching over to Washington Square Park, and then back to
Tompkins Square Park, where a few adventurous people scaled the fence at
Saint Mark’s Place and Avenue A. Suddenly, the pigs appeared and trashed the
props, and pushed people around with their clubs, but there were no arrests.
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THE CITy EVICTED
THE FIRST SQUAT THIS
WINTER!

RIOT COPS O

BIULDINGS!

BEFORE DINKING WAS IN OFFICL
HIS ARIOT GOONS EVICTED ABC
"RCOMMUNITY CENTER

THE ROOFS OF THE
NEIGHB ORINC

This comes from a leaflet distributed through the neighborhood by Squatters:

THE SQUATTERS ARE YOUR NEIGHBORS

The Squatters -- We are your neighbors. People have been squatting buildings
in this neighborhood for over fifteen years. There are currently about 500 people
squatting on the Lower East Side. Probably a lot of people you see on the street
every day are squatting and you don’t even know it. Not all squatters fit into the
stereotype of squatters; we are young and old, white and black, Latino, Asian,
Native American, gay, straight, single people and families. We are people with
many different beliefs. We think it is important for the good of our community
that the different groups of people who live here communicate and work
together. Thatis why we are approaching you. We hope that this leaflet will help
to dispel some of the misconceptions about us.

Squatting Creates Housing. Squatters take abandoned, City-owned buildings
that have been neglected for years and turn them into homes. Through our
collective initiative, hard work and imagination, wérestore buildings that would
otherwise be left to rot, or be demolished. We have invested long hours and our
own money, and have not asked for any handouts from the government.

By recycling materials, squatters restore buildings at a fraction of the regular
costs. We are constantly improving our environment — by making our buildings
safe, by helping clean up our blocks, by establishing community gardens and
recycling centers. We try to cooperate with our neighbors. Squatters have
shown that given enough time we can restore a building to a high standard of
safety and quality.

In this process, people learn many skills (plumbing, electrical, masonry,
carpentry and organizational) including some which are vanishing (plastering,
glazing, woodworking, blacksmithing, etc.) so that squatting is also a form of
vocational education.

This is a viable alternative for the people of this neighborhood because it allows
people to get a home through their own efforts, even if they have little.money. At
a time when the government has neither the money, vision nor will to solve New
York's problems, we are solving these problems ourselves. .

Inspired by our belief in the resources of the individual and the strength of
community, we are trying to create a living example of how society can be
improved.

We could do all of this a lot better were it not for the hostile policies of those in
City government — their constant threats of eviction, their disinformation
campaigns against us. These are demoralizing and discouraging. We believe
self-help programs are constructive and shouid be encouraged.

To be on the Eviction Watch Phone Tree, call: (212)713-5743 or 254-2814 -

MNow wiTH PAGAN ELECTED|I

IN THE SUMMER OF 91 DINKINS
CLOSED TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK
AND DESTROYED THE mwnm_ f

WONDER WHAT
THE COST OF THIS
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CITY COUNCIL PRIMAR
ELECTION: JUDGE ‘
THROWS OUT
CHALLENGE TO

PAGAN’S SUSPICIOUS
VICTORY

By Nashua

The September 12th primary election has been heralded as a victory for%mocracy in
New York City due to the overturning of the old Board of Estimate and the redrawn
election districts for the newly expanded City Council. But in the 2nd Council District,
now encompassing the areas along the East River north of Houston Street, around
Tompkins Square Park and reaching past the white, middle-class enclave near Gramercy
Park, charges of irregularities in the voting led incumbent City Council member Miriam
Friedlander to challenge the results in court. The challenge has been rejected by the
Board of Elections, the Appellate Division, and the Court of Appeals, the highest court in
New York State.

‘The four-way race pitted 18 year incumbent Friedlander against pro-development
former Community Board Three member Antonio Pagan, wealthy Gramercy Park
attorney Philip Howard, and long-shot conservative Hyman Dechter.

Soon after the polls closed, cheers could be heard from the crowds of Pagan
supporters at his campaign headquarters on 2nd Avenue. Pagan was leading his flock in
cheers of "Gracias Shelly!" to honor one of the candidate’s most important backers, State
Assemblyman Sheldon Silver. Pagan had apparently won the bitterly contested primary
election: by then, he had received 4,444 votes.

Around the corner, at Friedlander's office on East 4th Street, the mood was somber.
The vote total was clear, the incumbent Councilwoman who is known for her liberal views
was losing in a surprise upset to Pagan. When the final totals from the voting machines
were added up, the gap between Pagan and Friedlander was 118 votes.

As ecstatic as Pagan’s supporters were, Miriam Friedlander defiantly expressed her
determination to challenge the results. Frieda Bradlow, Friedlander’s campaign manager,
said the next step is to await the final counting of paper and absentee ballots. As we go to
press, the final but unofficial tally is Pagan 4,605, Friedlander 4,481.

Bradlow says challenges to the results may then be filed, including a check of every
voter to insure that all the voters in the primary were in fact registered Democrats. Even
the Board of Elections admits that there are usually slip-ups and human error in election
night voter tallys.

According to Bradlow, the election day irregularities fell into three broad categories.
She maintains that the Districting Commission, which redrew the Council District lines,
was late in getting boundary information to the Board of Elections, resulting in confusion
among some voters who had their regular polling places changed at the last minute.

Bradlow says, "We received reports of people who were sent to the wrong polling
place. Some people were moved who had been voting at the same place for 40 years".

Secondly, two major polling places were closed and changed, with only two days notice,
forcing voters to travel far from their homes to vote. Bradlow says "Elderly people were
discriminated against,” by having to travel up to 10 blocks to vote.

Eighteen years ago, Miriam Friedlander won her first election to the City Council by
defeating Sheldon Silver by a slim 45 votes. Silver then lost a court battle challenging the
results. After the September 12 primary, Assemblyman Silver told the New York Times
that an election can only be invalidated when candidates demonstrate three voting
irregularities for every vote that separates the top two candidates.

Frieda Bradlow says that "well over 300 voters are registered in places with
irregularities and 300 could have been denied a chance to vote." Friedlander said at a
September 24 Community Board 3 meeting that she planned to challenge the validity of
every vote cast in the primary election. Rumors are floating of a write-in protest
candidacy against Pagan in the November general election.

THREATS AND VIOLENCE FROM PAGAN CAMP

The final category of election irregularities, according to Bradlow, was "a good deal of
harassment and intimidation." Bradlow says she "Never faced such harassment and in
some instances violence as seen in this election.” S

In particular, Bradlow cites Roberto Napoleon, a political associate of Sheldon Silver
and supporter of Antonio Pagan, as "one of the more violent men in the city." Bradlow
claims that two of "his [Napoleon’s] people attacked two of our people in Baruch
Houses." She says the two barely made it to their car, which was badly damaged in the
confrontation. ;

Napoleon is associated with the Baruch Houses Tenant Association, an organization
that shares its phone and offices with the government-funded Concilio Puertoriqueno
Day Care Center. Napoleon had been the center’s administrative director until an
investigation forced his resignation due to charges that Napoleon had falsified his resume.
In a 1985 Village Voice article written by William Bastone, it was revealed that
Napoleon’s political club received more than $1,000 from Sheldon Silver's campaign
commitlee.

Bradlow says she’s received additional reports that two women wielding sticks came
out of the Concilio Puertoriqueno Day Care Center and attacked two female Friedlander
supporters who managed to escape uninjured. Bradlow adds that the incidents of violence
were not limited to Napoleon's associates, but involved candidate Antonio Pagan and his
campaign manager Howard Hemsley.

John Curtis, a Friedlander capaign worker, told WBAI Radio he was passing out palm
cards at one polling place the morning of the election when Pagan showed up with a
photographer. Curtis says the photograher began snapping pictures of Friedlander
campaign workers while Pagan called them "communist racist pigs." Pagan’s wrath, Curtis
says, was directed at a female Friedlander supporter who tried to turn her back to avoid
the photographer. According to Curtis, Pagan told the woman, "It doesn’t matter. I
already have file photographs of you."

In another incident, Joseph Serrano, a resident of a Cooper Square building on East
3rd Street, says he was accosted by Pagan’s campaign manager Howard Hemsley at about
1:30 a.m. the night before the election.

Serrano says a large group of people were milling about on the street in front of
Pagan’s 2nd Avenue office and as he passed he heard Hemsley's voice shouting in his
direction. When Serrano turned around he saw Hemsley with a 3 foot long bamboo poll
which he struck on the ground. Serrano says that Hemsley then said, "If I ever see you by
my office again I'll kick your ass." Then Serrano says Hemsley added, "I have no
compunction about kicking your ass right here and.now." Serrano says he went to the 9th
Precinct where he filed a complaint charging Hemsley with. menacing and harassment. . .

Political consultant-Hank Sheinkopf is representing the Pagan campaign. He says that
Friedlander’s camp is just expressing sour grapes over the election outcome. He says of
Friedlander’s supporters: "They lost, she was decisively defeated in Grand Street Houses
and in the Hispanic parts of the district. They don’t own the council seat.”

When asked about the Friedlander camp’s assertion that election districts were
improperly divided between the new council districts, Sheinkopf said that the "same thing
has happened to Hispanic and Black candidates." He questioned why "white liberals”
were the "first to scream when a Hispanic candidate defeats them."

Asked about reports of "intimidation and harassment" by Pagan, Hemsley and
Napoleon, Sheinkopf said "If Pagan did it, and I tend to doubt it, things happen in a
campaign. It's no different than when the left intimidates its opponents." In the final
analysis Sheinkopf emphasizes that Friedlander "lost" and none of the charges against
Pagan are "a reason 1o overturn the election.”

Sheinkopf says Friedlandier lost because she "ran a lousy campaign and Pagan ran a
good campaign.” In fact, many Friedlander supporters do agree that, in the words of
Joseph Serrano, Friedlander "sat on her laurels” and didn't take Pagan and his supporters
seriously.

Frieda Bradlow lays the blame elsewhere. She says "redistricting began the whole
mess." Bradlow adds that "we oppose the districts as they were set up. They split up the
Village into three different districts. All three had people who were loyal to Miriam."

Other 11th-hour incidents that may have influenced the campaign included literature
distributed by the Pagan forces in the predominantly Jewish Grand Street Houses, a
strong political base of Assemblyman Silver, that accused Miriam Friedlander of not
voting for city council resolutions calling for justice for Soviet Jewry. Also instrumental
was a New York Times endorsement of Pagan written by Roger Starr, notorious among
Lower East Side activists for coining the phrase "planned shrinkage" for the budgetary
strategy of closing firehouses and cutting back on other services, seen by activists as a ploy
to force inner city minorities into outer boroughs. Finally, the day before the primary, a
fight broke out on the ABC Radio show hosted by Guardian Angel vigilante group leader
Curtis Sliwa, where Pagan threw a cup of ice and water at conservative Jewish candidate
Hyman Dechter. Dechter had taken Pagan to 1ask for a double standard in openly
acknowledging his homosexuality only when politicaly convenient.

UPSETS IN OTHER DISTRICTS

In the new 1st Council District, carved out of part of Miriam Friedlander’s former
district in Chinatown, Asian candidate Margaret Chin was easily defeated by community
activist Kathryn Freed. The 1st Council District was supposed to be "Asian influenced,”
but the poor Asian and Latino voters in Friedlander’s old district were easily outvoted by
well organized white liberals in Soho and Tribeca.

In the new 3rd Council District in the West Village, drawn as a "gay district,” openly
HIV-positive activist Tom Duane easily defeated his prime challenger Liz Abzug,
daughter of the famous Representative Bella Abzug. At Duane’s campaign headquarters
on 8th Avenue, the victory party was visited by mayoral hopeful City Council President
Andrew Stein and Housing Preservation and Development Commissioner Felice
Michetti.

PARTIAL LIST OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTORS TO
THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT ANTONIO PAGAN:

MARIE + JAMIL ADAMS-77 Prespect Si, Stamford, CT 06901 ($100.00)
CAROL MANAGEMENT--600 Madisen Ave, NYC (Real Estate Management)

WILLIAM BATISTA-Breoklyn, NY 11228 ($100.00)
NEW YORK POLICE DEPARTMENT-(Pelice Officer)

MITCHELL BERMAN—(Neo Address) (§1,000.00)
TOWNE FLUMBING & HEATING CORP--69 Franklin Ave, Valley Stream, NY

PETER BLAKE-(Ne Address) ($500.00)
BLAKE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING--311 East 50th St, Bronx, N.Y.

RICHARD BOODMAN--54 Second Ave, NYC, 10003 ($1,500.00)
SELF-EMPLOYED(Real Estate Broker)

LEE BORRERO--39 West 38th St, NYC, 10018 ($200.00)
SELF-EMPLOYED--(Architect)

FREDERICK BROKAW--68 S1. Mark's Place, NYC, 10003 ($200.00)
SELF-EMPLOYED--{Property Manager)

DONALD A. CAPOCCIA--72 East 3rd S1, NYC ($200.00)
176 HOPKINSON CORP—601 West S1st St, NYC (Builder)

STANLEY G. DINNER-88 Second Ave, NYC, 10003 ($250.00)
SPORTSPAGE RESTAURANT-88 Second Ave, NYC, 00003

FREDDIE ELLIS-388 Eighth 51, Breoklyn, NY, 11215 ($100.00)
REAL ESTATE MAINTENANCE--388 Eighth St, Brooklyn, NY, 11215

ERIC GRAVES—(Ne Address) (§1,000.00)
EASY ROCK--4305 Carpeniers Ave, Brenx, NY (Contracier)

TIM HIGGINS—(Ne Address) ($500.00)
KAMCO SUPPLY CORP--80 21st St, Brooklyn, NY

ILIAS KALOMBOS—(Ns Address) ($100.00)
COOPER SQUARE RESTAURANT 87 Second Ave, NYC

JACK LANE—(Ne Address) ($500.00)
WASTE SERVICES, INC~350 Beach 801h St, Howard Beach, NY

FRANK LA SALLE—(Ns Address) ($300.00)
ALLAN ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION-133-57 242nd St, Rosedale, NY

MORRIS LESNIK-~(Ne Address) ($500.00)
MIGDAL PLUMBING & HEATING--82-29 2L5th 51, Hellis Hills, NY

YIP LI—(Ns Address) ($750.00)
PHEBE'S RESTAURANT--361 Bowery, NYC

CARMINE PAMPALONE~640 East L1th 51, NYC ($100.00)
JEFFERSON PLUMBING-—640 East Lith St, NYC (Manager)

JONATHON POSNER-90 University PI, #3, NYC 10003 ($100.00)
REAL ESTATE—44 Greeawich Ave, NYC (Realter)

KAREN + DORON RESHEFF--215 East 68th S1, #23E, NYC (§200.00)
RESHEFF, INC-215 East 68th St, NYC (Builders)

WENDY SCHWARTZ—(Ne Address) ($250.00)
TOTAL ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION--388 Seuth Ave, Staten Island, NY

RICHARD SPODEK~(Ne Address) ($500.00)
BROADWAY BUILDING MATERIALS--517 West 42nd S, NYC

JACK TEICH~(Ne Address) (§250.00)
ACME STEEL~-S1) Perter Ave, Brosklyn, NY {Contractor)

SPIRO TSONIS={Ne Address) ($400.00)
PREVAIL PAINTING & DECORATING--145 Frest St, Breeklyn, NY

ED TYASS—(Ne Address) ($250.00)
COLEMAN ELECTRICAL SUPPLY--609 Feuntain Ave, Brooklyn, NY

NESTOR VARELLA-(Ne Address) ($700.00)
MOZART IRON CRAFT--39-39 29th St, Leng Island City, NYC

HAROLD ZUCKERMAN--(Neo Address) (§250.00)
E & M HARDWOOD FLOORING--P.0. Bex |80, Middie Lsland, NY




There is a civil war currently raging in the USA. Itis
dividing citizens in often bitter confrontations in homes, the
workplace, polling booths, in churches, in colleges and in
the streets. The isste for the 90’s has become the right for
women to choose whether or not to have an abortion.
Abortion has become a political hot potato which crosses
economic, social and racial lines. One side of the issue says
that they are for women’s reproductive freedom, the other
side says they want to end abortion on demand, because
abortion kills children.

On Sunday, September 29, pro-choice supporters
rallied at Columbus Circle in New York City for a march
down Fifth Avenue to protest the human "Life Chain"
organized the same day by Metropolitan Life Chain and
Metropolitan New York Right To Life Foundation. Life
Chain, an offshoot of the California-based organization
"Please Let Me Live," describes itself as a legal, non-
confrontational, compassionate, prayerful, and peaceful
presence. In a press statement, John Short, one of the
Anti-abortion organizers from Metropolitan New York Life
Chain, predicted that 6,000 - 10,000 "Right To Lifers" would
line botlr sides of the streets and form a human cross to run
along Fifth Avenue from Washington Square to 72nd Street
and across 34th Street from Third to Eighth Avenues.
Instead, far fewer abortion opponents showed up.

Although Life Chain organizers stated that they had over
2,700 people participate, police estimate that only 1,200
abortion opponents actually showed. The thickest
concentration of anti-choice people centered on Fifth
Avenue between 59th Street and 34th Street, and along
34th Street between Fifth and Sixth Avenues. Over 200
Life Chains have been held to date across the U.S.

Although the Catholic Church endorses the Pro-Life
Movement, a spokesperson for Monsignor Woolsley, the
Director of Family Life for the New York Archdiocese, said
that the Catholic Church, contrary to a press release that
was circulated by the Right To Life Foundation, did not
actually endorse the Life Chain and said they were not
involved in the organization of the event. She said that
parishioners took it upon themselves 1o participate and
organize.

WHAM! (Women's Health Action and Mobilization)
countered the Life Chain demo with a show of strength
estimated by police to be around 4,000, although WHAM!
stated that attendance was closer to 6,000. WHAM!
started organizing the counter-demonstration as soon as
they heard about the proposed Life Chain demo. They had
two meetings with police, the first about a week before the
scheduled action, to discuss their intentions. Sue Davis, a
member of WHAM! who has been active in the struggle for
reproductive rights since 1970, was involved in the
organization of the Pro-choice march. She felt that the
police were uncooperative. Originally, police allowed the
Pro-choice activists a small (50-200 persons) counter-march
down the sidewalk of Fifth Avenue, walking two by two,
with no police barricades to separate the two opposing
groups. A second meeting was held with police the
Thursday before the march. At this meeting, a framed
photograph of Cardinal John O’Connor was spotted in a
police official’s office. Mary Gundrum, an attorney with
the Center for Constitutional Rights present at the meeting,
told the New York Post, "There he (Cardinal O’Connor)
was ... surrounded by about 40 cops. It gave us an idea of
the power of the other side." According to WHAM!, police
refused to guarantee the safety of the pro-choice activists at
this meeting.

WHAM! organizers proceeded to garner support for
their counter-demonstration. They told the press about the
photo of O’Connor in the police office, that police would
not allow them to march down the street nor clear one side
of the sidewalk for the pro-choice demonstrators. WHAM!
contacted Manhattan Borough President Ruth Messinger,
who has a Reproductive Rights Task Force. Messinger
called Police Commissioner Lee Brown, and urged him to
reconsider allowing the pro-choice demonstration to
proceed down the street of Fifth Avenue. Mayor David
Dinkins’ office was also contacted, and a pro-choice
statement was issued from his office. ;
Publicity efforts included a city-wide poster campaign with
the slogan "Oh Toto, They’re Not In Wichita Anymore!" in
reference 1o recent anti-abortion actions in Kansas, and
tabling efforts by NARAL (National Abortion Rights
Action League) volunteers.

On the morning of the march, subways and streets
were filled with pro-choice activists carrying signs and
banners heading for the Columbus Circle rally. The
atmosphere grew festive as more and more people came
dressed in their favorite pro-choice T-shirt, carried banners
and signs, painted their faces with a "No Hangers" symbol
of a coathanger with a line through it, banged on drums,
pots and pans, blew whistles and adorned themselves with

pro-choice stickers which were liberally handed out to the
crowd for a token donation. Many came in costume. A
group of men attired in grandmotherly dresses, wearing
heels, gloves and veiled hats gathered behind the "Church
Ladies For Choice" banner. The devil, the Wicked Witch
of the West and a Good Fairy all put in an appearance and
staged impromptu mayhem near the anti-abortionists along
the demonstration route.

At 11:45 AM., the Police asked Sue Davis, who
acted as WHAM! liaison with the Police, if her 200 people
were ready for the march. "No," she replied. "We can’t
deal with that yetr." At that point, pro-choice demos were
still arriving at Columbus Circle in droves. As the crowd
grew by hundreds, and then thousands, they cheered
speeches by Bella Abzug, City Councilman candidate Tom
Duane, Guardian Angel Lisa Sliwa, NARAL Executive
Director Kelly Conlin, performance artist Penny Arcade,
and others. As each speaker raised his or her voice, the
crowd greeted them with thunderous response. Emotions
were running at a high pitch, and tears were running down
the faces of many people in the crowd. Barbara
Ehrenreich, a columnist and author, attacked the religious
overtones of the right-to-lifers: "Wake Up! You're not in
Kansas now. We don’t want your cross in our City. This is
also a City of the Star of David and the Crescent of Islam,
and we like it that way. If the Cross is your symbol, let the
Torch and the Statue be ours."

By 1:30 P.M., pressure from Manhattan Borough
President Ruth Messinger, as well as the overwhelming
turnout of marchers, convinced city officials to allow the
entire Pro-choice march to proceed down Fifth Avenue.
Two lanes of traffic were opened for the march as women,
men, old people, young people, black, white, asians, gays,
straights, women with strollers, men with canes, homeless
with shopping carts, members of the clergy, nuns, yuppies,
anarchists and all types of people in between noisily took to
the streets to demonstrate to the city and the rest of the
country that New York is a pro-choice town.

By this time, Life Chain members assembled
curbside along the sidewalks of Fifth Avenue as if they
were watching a parade. They were noticeably sparser and
inconsistent in number. Sometimes they filled the entire
block, as they did in front of St. Patrick’s Qathedral -- which
has become a rallying symbol for the Right To Life
movement -- and sometimes they seemed to disappear
completely for blocks at a time, reappearing further along
the march. Although Life Chain seemed 1o be mostly
comprised of older white women, younger women, men,
and many members of the clergy, some blacks and asians
also participated.

Police marched along on either side of the pro-
choice demonstrators, keeping close o the marchers to
avoid confrontations between the two groups. They
appeared to virtually ignore the Life Chain group. Despite
police efforts to corral the pro-choice march within its two
lanes, activists continually broke ranks and dashed across
the street to heckle anti-abortion protesters. Most of the
anti-abortion protesters maintained a stoic and determined
stance, even in the face of screamed and often obscene
epithets such as "You kill women," and "Fuck You." The
anti-choicers held identical signs reading, "Abortion Kills

Children” (the NY Right To Life office said that over 4,000 3

signs were distributed) and murmured prayers as they
fingered rosaries. It seemed that the harder pro-choice
activists tried to ruffle their feathers, the harder Life Chain

dug their toes into the concrete. Both sides were
determined to hold their ground. John Short of Life Chain
said in the face of constant verbal bombardment: "If you
listen to what they're saying, you'll know who's here in a
prayerful and peaceful manner, who respects life and who
doesn’t."

Street theatrics continued, with many pro-choice
demonstrators holding opposing signs next to or over the
heads of the anti-abortionists. Others managed to obtain
the "Abortion Kills Children" signs and changed them to
read "Abortion Saves Women". At one point, performance
artist Penny Arcade knelt beside an anti-abortion protester
saying a Hail Mary. Arcade held out a cross made out of a
coat hanger and rallied the crowd to shouts of "Not the
Church, Not the State: Women Will Decide Their Fate."
The press and other photographers were quickly hustled
away by police from this poignant photo op.

The Life Chain had theatrics (albeit subdued) as
well. Many women held babies with signs that read, "l was
saved." Others held graphic photos of aborted fetuses and
shouted "Murderers” at the marchers.

Many people along the route showed solidarity for
the pro-choice marchers. When shoppers along Fifth
Avenue were greeted with chants of "Out of the Boutiques
and Into the Streets"; and "Join Us,"” many did just that.
Others cheered and gave the thumbs up signal. One of the
high points of the march was when a group of beefy
construction workers high up on scaffolding several stories
above the street, waved and shouted encouragement.

Pamela Franklin, a young pro-choice demonstrator,
and an editor for New Directions for Women, summed up
the feelings of many of the marchers when she said: "I feel
that it is a waste of my time to yell at these fanatics, but on
the other hand, we have to be here in full force to prove
that New York is pro-choice. We need to mobilize our
efforts to make sure that Roe vs. Wade will never be
overturned. We need to continue 1o support pro-choice
candidates in all levels of government, and we need o
boycott corporations who support Right To Life, like
Domino’s Pizza, (and the Marriott Corporation, which
owns Roy Rogers and Kentucky Fried Chicken, among
other companies—-Ed.) to prove to big business that we
mean business, and we have the economic clout." Another
woman stated, "Whether abortion is right or wrong is not
the question here. Personal choice is the question. And if
they take away our choice to have our abortion this year,
what will they take away from us next year? They have
already compromised the choice of poor and young women
by imposing restrictions on the clinics and withholding
funding from clinics who do not adhere to these
restrictions.”

Although there were several heated skirmishes
between the groups in which police intervened, the march
kept moving and was relatively peaceful. It seemed that
the police were expecting much heavier action than
occured because they had approximately 450 officers on
foot, horseback, scooters, molorcycles, in plainclothes, with
many communications vehicles and paddy wagons in
evidence. When the march reached 34th Street, police
braced for a confrontation in front of the Manhattan Right
To Life Committee office at 19 West 34th Streel
(Telephone #:947-2692, Fax #:947-7617) by "penning" pro-

See PRO-CHOICE MARCH On Page 19
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