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THEY HAD TO DESTROY THE PARK
IN ORDER TO "SAVE" IT!!

By Issar, Chris Flash, A. Bertoli

PEDESTRIAN MALLS PLANNED FOR 8TH AND 5TH STREETS

Tompkins Square Park is the lynchpin in a comprehensive plan to completely alter the
physical structure and demographics of the Lower East Side. Two and one half years ago,
it was discovered in the offices of HPD ("Housing Preservation and Development"”) that a
pedestrian mall was being planned, running from Tompkins Square Park east on 8th
Street through to the East River Park. At the same time, another mall was being designed
to extend from East 5th Street to the East River Park. The very existence of this type of
planning in HPD offices indicates that the depopulation of Hispanic Loisaida is the City’s
primary goal. :

Another key element was implemented with the January closing of the oldest
continually-operating firehouse, Engine #17 on Pitt Street. The closing of community
firehouses is a proven method of "ghetto" clearance perfected by the U.S. Pentagon’s Rand
Corporation in the late 60's, as part of spatial deconcentration, while in NYC, the Rand
Institute promoted the 1970’s mass urban burnout of inner city neighborhoods.

On June 3rd, the very day they closed Tompkins Square Park, the Puerto Rican vote in
Loisaida was destroyed by the NYC Redistricting Commission in it's final plan to
gerrymander the Lower East Side City Council District to include Gramercy Park up to
35th Street and Sth Avenue. As designed by the NYC Redistricting Commission, the Lower
East Side Council District is now 18% Hispanic registered voters to 71% white. The so-
called "Puerto Rican candidate”, Mr. Antonio Pagan, and his so-called "Puerto
Rican/Hispanic Political Council” have acted as the primary front men for this betrayal.
Now, even if the community attempted to fight on an electoral level, that possibility has
been demolished, along with Tompkins Square Park.

MILITARY GENTRIFICATION

The total demolition of Tompkins Square Park has been slated for over 8 years now.
The 1983 plan to destroy this 19th Century Landmark and replace it with an anti-
neighborhood park resembling ugly Union Square Park was completely rejected by our
community several times. However, like all plans lain by the City’s monied interests, the
plan to demolish Our Park was never discarded -- it was simply shelved until those who
place their own wealth and power above all else saw their opportunity to strike!

The powers that be have determined that Tompkins Square Park is the focal point of
political activity and organizing (read: "troublemaking") on the Lower East Side, as it has
been for over 150 years. By using the homeless and activists as pawns in their plans to
destroy the park, the mayor and his handlers think they will rid the area of political
activity and turbulence, giving the
gentrifiers and the state a free hand in manipulating and exploiting the Lower East Side.
(The SHADOW has heard that the Feds, concerned about the situation in Tompkins
Square, told Dinkins to clean up his act before the War Celebration Parade on June 10th.
Dinkins also had to prove to the rest of the country that he has the city under control, in
anticipation of the upcoming Democratic National Convention in 1992.)

WAR OF ATTRITION

Already, the city is hard-pressed to justify the presence and expense of hundreds of
cops and equipment in and around the park for the length of the "reconstruction” in the
face of the city’s massive budget cuts and lay-offs, cutting healthcare, closing libraries,
and even turning off street lights!!

The only answer now is to make this escapade cost the city a million dollars a day by
requiring the 24 hour presence of riot cops around TSP. We are involved in a guerilla war,
a war that has many fronts, many tactics, many tasks for the community to take on. We
will succeed in reclaiming our park through a combination bf approaches: direct action,
media and educational work, the labor of physical reconstruction, because in the final
analysis, who needs the bastards anyway? They may have destroyed large sections of the
park, hoping to leave it that way in a state of destruction for the next year or two, but we
can rebuild the rest of the park ourselves. We can lay the cement for the walkways, rebuild
the iron fencing, the benches and the chess tables. We can take the example of People’s
Park in Berkeley, which was taken from the University of California and rebuilt by the
people!! Popular Reconstruction of Tompkins Square Park!!

They are trying to take the most rebellious neighborhood in the city and make it into a
model police state, but we will win in the end because we live here and we won’t be moved!!

EDITORIAL

"YOU GOTTA KEEP THIS UP, SO
WE KEEP GETTING OVERTIME"--
(Plainclothes cop to SHADOW

reporter during march against the
closing of Tompkins Square Park--
June 14, 1991)

POWER VERSUS COMMUNITY

By K. Johnson

‘When David N. Dinkins was inaugurated as Manhattan Borough President he
promised to be a voice for "those neighborhoods that have been neglected -- Harlem, El
Barrio and the Lower East Side." He spoke of "one people united in our determination to
insure a meaningful and productive life for every resident of Manhattan.”

Now, of course, he must stare his rhetoric in the face as his long string of lies leads
more and more of us to hear the deception. These same neighborhoods are still being
neglected, and needless to say, the residents of Tompkins Square Park and its vicinity have
not been insured of anything meaningful or productive by Mayor Dinkins’ administration.
least of all the recent police occupation.

Less than a year into his tenure as Borough President, Dinkins’ office was conducting
studies which argued for the fiscal prudence of building renovation versus shelters for the
homeless. In a letter to the N.Y. TIMES in November 1986, he wrote, "l strongly believe
that spending between 100 million and 200 million to create new and isolated shelter
institutions is neither a humane nor cost-effective way to proceed."

The formal report, "A Shelter Is Not a Home", appeared at the end of March 1987. It
complained of the city’s lack of any long term policy and proposed a vast expansion of
housing programs for the poor, focusing on the rehabilitation of city-owned properties.
The 5-year plan was to double the city’s pace to 8,000 apartment renovations annually to
keep up with the additional 7,000 families expected to become homeless each year.

This proposal was up against then-Mayor Koch’s 10-year plan to continue at the then-
current rate of renovation. It called for 50% of these apartments to be slated for families
with annual incomes of over $25,000, and the construction of 15 temporary shelters to be
located in all the five boroughs.

At the news conference, Dinkins claimed his plan would essentially end the problem of
homelessness among families in New York in five years! (This is the same Dinkins who is
now advocating their concentration into one monstrous edifice.) If he was less than
realistic in this prediction, he may have been unwittingly prophetic when he warned,
"Unless we do something to change their living conditions soon, we will have created an
entire generation of disaffected and angry young people.”

Only five months later, in August 1987, Dinkins was the deciding vote in favor of
Koch’s opposing plan in an infamous dirty deal that prompted the other Borough
Presidents to cries of outrage. In exchange for his sell-out, only one of the 11 shelters
approved was to be located in Manhattan, and that is in Harlem.

"The Mayor sat there with a pot of dollars and he bought Dinkins' vote," said Brooklyn
Borough President Howard Goldin. And, taking up the alarm where Dinkins had
abandoned it, Golden added, "We're going to perpetuate a transient population that’s going
to grow from year to year. We're going to have a permanent problem on our hands.”

Now, four years down the line, Mayor Dinkins heads an administration that has
betrayed both the homeless and the taxpayers, whose hard-earned cash that couldn’t keep
the libraries or zoos open can suddenly pay for a multi-million dollar renovation of
Tompkins Square Park that a majority of the neighborhood residents already rejected in
1986, and were not consulted on in 1991.

How many buildings could have been renovated with the money invested in this recent
eviction? How many of the Park's former residents could have been housed?

Even those who spoke out in favor of the eviction are not satisfied with the outcome.
They haven’t gained a park. they've lost their streets. Now they suffer the indignity of
living under a military force, having to bear the harassments, both physical and
psychological, that an occupying army inflicts on the enemy population. Being in that
position of localized power does strange things to the behavior of humans. It will be rape
and pillage soon.
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The only people who stand to gain from this political obscenity are the investors and
speculators who hope to reap the benefits of our loss several years down the line, when
they’d like to think that the discomforting presence of the poor will have somehow
disappeared, that the less affluent residents will simply abandon their lives and labors and
neatly vanish into history.

This is the same hatred and fear that motivated the fiscal policies of the early 70's
which were designed to "deconcentrate” the inner cities of the poor so as to prevent the
threat of organization. It is no coincidence that our public spaces are the next to go.
Parks are places of community, where people can take power from their exchanges,
festivals, gatherings, the disorder of revelry, the unpenetrability of the natural cover,
celebration, play, and noise. The territorial siezure of our central gathering space was the
most recent spectacle of official force used to provoke our community and justify their
actions. But there is no justification for the brutality that many of us have witnessed. We
cannot stand deaf and dumb as our friends are beaten in front of us, as the "homeless" are
marched from their homes early in the morning amidst an army of imported pigs. Our
community bore the brunt of police brutality in 1988 and watched every cop charged go
unpenalized, our legal pursuit of justice a tiresome sham. We have learned to protect
ourselves from our sworn "protectors.”

EDITORIAL
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That we continue to affirm our power of community through resistance is a testimonial
to the town of Tompkins Square. In a time when symbols carry more weight than objects,
it is alive and well and living in the "disaffected and angry people" that Dinkins predicted.

It has come to symbolize the lies the city uses rather than deal with the poor and
homeless, the lies this Mayor uses when dealing with all the residents of this city. It is also
a prickly reminder of the shrinking gap between prosperity and poverty that repels
tourists, panics businesses and loses votes.

There’s too many homeless to hide.

Activist attorney Stanley Cohen was told by Corporation Counsel
lawyers that they expected and were ready to accept a few days of angry,
outbursts, and then people will accept the closed park and police

occupation in their neighborhood.
DON’T ACCEPT THE OCCUPATION!!
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MEMORIAL DAY RIOT INCITED BY PIGS
AS A PRETEXT TO CLOSE THE PARK!!

For months, the cops around Tompkins Square Park were building a powder keg ready
to explode on the Lower East Side with their petty harrassment of people hanging out,
their overblown show of force, and the brutality they commit with impunity. On Memorial
Day, the spark that set off the explosion was the beating of a young Black man by several
pigs on a hot muggy night when he refused to show his ID to a macho pig hassling him
outside the park.

Shortly before 7:00 PM, Tony James was sitting with a friend outside Nino’s Pizzeria at
St. Marx and Avenue A. His friend was drinking from a bottle of wine, while Tony drank
none. They were approached by P.O.Rogers (Badge #26334) of Midtown South Task
Force, who told them to leave the area. When they didn’t move as fast as he liked, Rogers
began threatening and verbally abusing them. Tony told him they were leaving, and
responded to Rogers’ verbal abuse. Rogers then demanded to see Tony’s identification, but
Tony refused, saying he had done nothing wrong. Rogers emptied the bottle of wine, and
Tony walked toward Tompkins Square Park, where the "Housing Is A Human Right"
concert was in progress.

As Tony reached the St. Marx entrance of the park, P.O.Rogers ran up to him and
grabbed him, again demanding his ID. Rogers tried to trip Tony, but Tony wouldn't let
himself fall. Rogers then elbowed Tony in the eye, kneed him in the stomach and knocked
him to the ground. At that point, Tony agreed to show his ID. Foot cops and a passing
housing police car arrived to help Rogers beat and kick Tony on the ground and to hold
back outraged bystanders, including homeless men on a nearby food line. (Captain Hanley
told the SHADOW a few days later that a cop got a fractured wrist, and said that there
were no homeless on the food line at the time.)

Tony was taken to the 9th precinct on East Fifth Street, where he was charged with
"Second Degree Assault” on a police officer. Tony reported that in spite of the alleged
injuries, Rogers accompanied him to the 9th precinct and to Central Booking at police
headquarters at 1 Police Plaza.

Moments before Tony was beaten and arrested, Rogers assaulted two other men in the
park in separate incidents. Both were grabbed around the neck and held in chokeholds as
Rogers told them to get rid of their open beers. After Tony was taken away and Rogers
was removed from the scene, things quickly heated up in and around the park. Witnesses to
Tony’s beating and the other assaults alerted people in the park, and then the people took
it to the street, blocking traffic on Avenue A, between St. Marx and East 7th Street.

By 7:15, Lieutenant Heinz and Captain Hanley, both of the 9th precinct, stood by
observing the angry crowd. Heinz told those protesting this latest police violence, "Tony’s
okay", assuring them that he took Rogers away and had his name and badge number. Soon,
plainciothes cops arrived, and Hanley told Heinz to block off the streets and "sit tight".
Back at the 9th precinct, Tony heard the radio calls requesting back-ups for Tompkins
Square and asked if this was the backlash resulting from his beating and arrest. The cops
laughed and told him "this always happens".

Over the next few hours, the numbers of demonstrators grew faster as the number of
riot cops grew, which in turn caused the crowd’s anger to grow. Demonstrators in front of
the Christadora House at Avenue B and 9th Street (the neighborhood’s most blatant
example of the yuppie invasion) were chased into the park by a squad of outnumbered cops
who in turn were chased by the angry crowd into the park. Meanwhile, a band played as
people unaware of events outside the park danced to the music. At the bandshell, people
surrounded the demonstrators being chased by the cops, blocking them off. The confused
cops were quickly dispersed by a few flying bottles, one of which nailed P.O. Wishner in the
back of his head.

Outside the park, cops unsuccessfully tried to stop people from entering the park at
some entrances. At the Avenue B and 7th Street entrance, Captain Mclnerny stood with a
group of cops, listening to his radio. They were quickly surrounded by people demanding
that they leave the area. McInerny told his crew to "bite the bullet until our people get
here".

By 9:00, the angry crowd numbered more than 150 people and at least an equal number
of spectators. Several bonfires appeared along Avenue A, fed by garbage, a mattress and
some wood. Firetrucks standing by to extinguish the fires under police guard soon left since
the protection wasn't provided. At 9:10, Hanley and Heinz led 25 riot cops with helmets
from 10th Street down Avenue A toward St. Marx Place and were stopped by scores of
flying bottles. As the riot cops backed off and cowered under the shower of bottles, Hanley

stood in place, as if daring a bottle to hit him. Finally, by 9:30, the cops retreated under an
even larger hail of bottles to regroup at Avenue A and 10th Street, where they waited for
reinforcements. Cops sealed off the corners of Ave A + 6th, Ave A + 10th, and First Ave
from 7th through 10th Streets, as bottles were lined up in the street for the next riot cop
advance.

PHOTO BY JACK DAWKINS

At 9:45, some decided to "Go Shopping" at the SYP fruit stand, which is known for
their rudeness and nasty attitude toward people in the neighborhood who do not have
money. Many got away with packages of watermelon, fruit and vegetables before P.O.
Hayden arrived with Capt. McInerny to chase them away.

By 10:00, a drum circle began at St. Marx and Avenue A as the street lights continued
to flicker on and off. At 10:20, McInerny, Hayden and 5 riot cops tried to advance up
Avenue A from 6th Street and were met with a heavy barage of bottles. The 5 cops and
Hayden quickly ran back to 6th Street, leaving McInerny frozen in place, trying to duck the
bottles. Hayden finally returned and walked McInerny away. Two men shed their clothes
and joined the protestors as several cop cars sped past the intersection of 7th and Ave A
under an shower of bottles, most of which hit their mark. One of the cars tried turning onto
Avenue A before discovering their mistake and quickly reversed to get away.

At 10:35, the window gates in front of Moe’s Discount Store were pulled off by a group
of people no one had seen before. For the next half hour, many people joined in the
looting of the store once the front window was broken, mostly taking cigarettes, toiletries,
and plastic amerikan flags. The cash register was removed and tossed into a fire on Avenue
A, along with several aerosol cans which exploded into flames. During the looting, cops
stood by, watching from their barricades at 6th and Avenue A.

Finally, after reinforcements arrived at 11:00, 100 or so riot cops made their way down
Avenue A from 10th Street, holding full length plastic shields as the bottles flew at them.
As they advanced, a heavy rain storm suddenly began, drenching the pigs and defusing the
riot. Riot pigs pushed some people into the park, while other people were forced down
Avenue A and east on Tth Street. As the pigs were about (o beal a woman next to the park,
she was rescued by bikers who pulled her over the fence. On 7th Strect, cops beat a woman
with a skateboard, clubbed photographers and beat and dragged another woman down the
street by her hair, damaging her spine and exposing her backbone. (Charged with felony
riot and disorderly conduct, she was later released with all charges dropped. She later told
the SHADOW that she was only standing inside the park fence, trying to witness as much
as possible, when the cops went out of their way to club and drag her. She adds: "It was a
set up. They don’t give a fuck about people drinking in the park".)

With the paddy wagon full of arrestees, cops turned up the heat, causing one woman to
pass out. Cops thought she was pretending and slammed the wagon doors on her prone
body, and then kicked and dragged her into the 7th precinct. (Her body still bears the boot
marks). Inside, Licutenant Ravino threatened to kill them, and they were told: "This is the
Tth precinct, there’s no video cameras here".

Back at Avenue B and 6th Street, scattered street battles continued for a few more
hours between groups of people and passing cop cars. In the end, more than 8 people were
arrested, mostly charged with riot and disorderly conduct. In spite of the charges, all were
either released without bail or had their charges dropped. Only one man received $500 bail,
and he was released after people took up a collection for him.

By 11:30, cops occupied the blocks around the park area, from 6th Street through 11th
Street, from Avenue B through First Avenue, refusing to allow residents to pass. The few
people allowed past the police barricades were forced to show the cops ID and proof of
address. Some people on their way home in the early morning hours were [orced Lo lake
detours through dangerous neighborhoods while cops maintained their positions until

daybreak.
g CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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T 9P BAY OF PIGS!

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

MEDIA SMEAR CAMPAIGN

The next morning, a sunny and clear day, peace and calm had returned to the
neighborhood, which was almost void of cops. Vans, photographers and street reporters
from the mainstream media lined Avenue A, seeking to interview people about the night
before. The only visible signs of the riot were a few melted spots in the street from the fires
and the broken window of the looted discount store, where a cop was posted.

Many people speaking with the media condemned the looting, but emphasized that the
cause of the riot was the community’s response to yet another instance of unchecked police
violence and not over concertgoers trying to bring beers into the park, as was reported in
the morning papers. Not satisfied with merely ignoring the cause of the riot, the papers also
lied and said that demonstrators had tossed molotov cocktails at the cops!! Some of the
media covered the issue of police brutality as.the cause of the riot, without being specific,
but in the days following the riot, the mainstream media’s smear campaign against the
homeless, political activists and even the park itself was intensified. The worst players in the
campaign were Bob Herbert of the Daily News, who was escorted out of the park in 1989
after identifying a woman experiencing an asthma attack as overdosing on drugs, and Mike
McAlary of the NY Post, who used to write pro-police columns for the Daily News. (The
Post is owned by real estate developer and landlord Peter Kalikow, who, along
with his family, owns apartment buildings in the perimeter of the park, which have
been warehoused for more than two years. These buildings include everything on
the west side of Avenue B from 10th-11th Streets, and from the northwest corner of
10th Street and Avenue B to the public library. The SHADOW has learned that
Kalikow is seeking a zoning variance that will enable him to build a luxury yuppie
housing project next to the park that will rival the Christodora House a few blocks
awayll)

DINKINS PLOTS PARK’S FUTURE

Two days after the riot, on May 29th, Mayor Dinkins met with Parks Commissioner
Betsy Gotbaum at City Hall on what to do about the park. The press said they were
considering enacting a curfew in the park. The next day, a press conference was held,
featuring Dinkins, Gotbaum, Pomposello and Kharfen. Rumors circulated that the
homeless in the park would be evicted by the coming weekend and that the park would be
closed or curfewed afterward. These rumors were fueled by the sudden appearance of large
numbers of helmetted cops and vehicles on street corners surrounding the park. Norman
Seigel of the New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) met with Deputy Mayors Bill
Lynch and Barbara Fife and their flack catcher Michael Kharfen on what to do about the
homeless in the park. Seigel reported that they were unmoved and that they would use a
military solution in a few days.

At the traditional Friday Night Speakout in the park on May 31st, people gathered for
a march to protest the coming eviction of the homeless. (People were warned that cops
might infiltrate the crowd, take photos and arrest participants still being sought from the
Memorial Day Riot.) Marchers left the park at 7:30, over 200 strong, circled the streets
around the park, escorted by Captain Seta, Lieutenant Heinz and Sergeant Vacarro and a
handful of cops. Chants included "No Cops: No Riot/Keep The Park Open". Along the way
through Alphabet City, marchers handed out leaflets in English and Spanish explaining
what was happening around the park. After the march returned to the park to continue the
Speak-Out, a dozen riot cops lined up nearby as more plainclothes cops lingered in front of
Nino's Pizzeria across the street and inside the park. (Ranking officers included Inspector
Fogarty, Deputy Inspector Campisi and Captain Seta.) After a while, the riot cops left, but
foot cops and plainclothes cops remained.

The next day, a hot Saturday, undercover cops were uncovered all over Avenue A and
inside the park all day and night. The word was that they were looking for someone. People
walking along and stopping to chat on the street were quickly surrounded by foot and
scooter cops who told them to move along. Inside the park, scooters and cop cars fitted
with kleig lights drove through the park walkways, sometimes at high speeds. A homeless
man arrested earlier in the day told the SHADOW that cops at the precinct told him the
park would be hit on Monday morning at 4:00AM. Another homeless man said that 30
plainclothes cops were seen sitting in a row on benches in front of the bandshell, and that
the lights were turned on inside the bandshell so that the cops could see or be seen better.

On Sunday, June 2nd, a press conference was called in the park in order for the
homeless and their supporters to tell the media their feelings about the impending eviction.
The only media to show up beside the SHADOW were from Newsday, WINS Radio, and a
New York Times photographer. Father George Kuhn of St. Brigid’s church brought his
Sunday congregation into the park and decried the media lies being spread about the park,
telling them the main issues are housing, unemployment and lack of drug rehab centers or
programs. A homeless man told the press: "The solution is not chasing us all over town",
explaining that the homeless have been chased from the United Nations, subways and
transit systems. A homeless man named Dave told the press that the homeless want time to
prepare. He said they were an embarrassment to the Mayor’s office, and that when the
homeless are gone, there will still be confrontations with police in the future. He said they

want the city to "provide viable alternatives, not shelters".

Unfortunately, the press conference quickly broke up into factionalized fighting
between groups of homeless peaple who tried to gather and find some solutions together.
Some blamed the riot on the Anarchists, and others said it was "outside agitators”, both
echoing the slanted media coverage. Strangely enough, many homeless people joining the
press conference were not from the park at all. This was confirmed by several homeless
SHADOW sources, furthering suspicions thal these people were sent to the park in order
to create confusion and division between the homeless and their supporters and to create a
negative press image.
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DINKINS LACKEYS GIVE HOMELESS LIP SERVICE

The homeless in the park were visited several times that day by Deputy Mayor Bill
Lynch and his ASSistant Michael Kharfen, who sat next to him without saying a word.
Lynch claimed he was there to get "input" from the homeless in order to change the
Mayor’s mind. He said "I want to go to the Mayor’s office with a viable option to resolve
this problem". It soon became obvious that this was more lip service with no guarantees,
similar to the ploy Lynch used just before the Mayor’s eviction of the homeless from the
park in December of 1989. By the time the meetings with Lynch ended, it was a forgone
conclusion that the park would be hit in just a few hours. Before leaving the park for the
last time that night, Lynch told the homeless residents that he could only guarantee that
there would be referrals to men’s shelters by people from the HRA (the misnamed
"Human Resources Administration™).

PIGS INVADE PARK IN "OPERATION RESTORE"

During the night, cops worked their way through the park, checking homeless people in
their tents with flashlights and confiscating bottles. At daybreak of June 3rd, in what was
dubbed "Operation Restore", hundreds of cops assembled at the police academy on East
21st Street to prepare for their invasion of Tompkins Square Park. Television news
vehicles, tipped off to the raid days before, were already set up outside the park before the
riot pigs arrived. Neighborhood residents quickly alerted each other as the bell of St.
Brigid’s Church rang to sound the alarm. Many ran into the park to support the homeless.
By 5:40, others were stopped from entering, but several got into the park by jumping the
fence. About 100 people in the park were surrounded by cops and reporters. Parks
Commissioner Betsy Gotbaum arrived to survey the operation with an ugly sneer on her
face.

By 8:00AM, Avenue A was cleared of all parked vehicles, towed by police tow trucks,
and replaced by media and police vehicles. Cops were posted at all corners from 6th Street
through 10th Streets, corralling bystanders behind police barriers and demanding ID from
some people trying to pass. Pigs peered from the roofs of buildings surrounding the park.
Pre-fitted sections of fencing were set up at entrances to the park and poles for additional
fencing were erected along the Avenue B side of the park. Inside the park, a bulldozer was
seen. It was now obvious that the city was going to do more than close the park indefinitely.

Outside the park, 10th Street was flooded by police and parks department vehicles,
portable generators, undercover cars, taxis, trucks, buses and the infamous FEMA bus,
used by the Joint Terrorist Task Force (see story elsewhere in this issue). Inside the park,
the cops and parks department workers made their way from one homeless encampment to
another, removing residents and tossing their belongings into the waiting garbage trucks. At
8:30, cops threatened to arrest anyone who didn't leave the park. They quickly pushed
people out with their riot shields. A total of 7 people were arresied, all receiving DATs
(Desk Appearance Tickets), including the minister of the nearby Grafitti Ministry that
offers food and outreach to the homeless. HRA vans took some homeless people away 1o
the city shelter referral center at 507 East 11th Street, a former crack house taken over by
the city. One HRA worker at the park told the SHADOW he didn’t want to refer the
homeless to city shelters, especially since he had been in the shelter system himseif, but
there was nowhere else for them to go. (A resident of East 7th Street told cops entering her
building to go to the roof that she didn’t think what they were doing was right. One cop
asked "You support the homeless? Are you an Amerikan?") Other homeless residents set
up campsites at two vacant city-owned lots on East 8th and 9th Streets.

City councilwoman Miriam Friedlander, seen walking away from the park on Avenue A
at 9:30, told residents that neither the Community Board nor her office was consulted
about the closing of the park. She asked construction crews in the park about what they
were doing, but they couldn’t tell her anything. A SHADOW reporter speaking with
Manhattan Boro Parks Commissioner Patrick Pomposello on the scene discovered that the
very same "restructuring” plan that was rejected by the community years ago was now being
done militarily. One cop was overheard saying: "This'll be shorter than the Persian Gulf
War".

SNDIMVA XOVF A8 O10Hd

By mid-afternoon, the police occupation was in place as the fence building continued
west on Avenue A. As cops maintained positions around the park, plainclothes cops were
seen on foot and in vehicles circling the park. A large sign announcing the "renovations” of
the park was visible in front of the St. Marx entrance to the park. The police state
occupation had begun.

MORE COMPLETE COVERAGE
CONTINUES ON PAGES 10 + 19-21
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LOWER EAST SIDE ARTIST
KILLED IN UNPROVOKED

By Walter Concrete
Grady Alexis, born in Haiti, was an artist-in-residence at the Taller Latino Americano
cultural center on East 2nd Street. His roomate, Cyril Jackson, says he began receiving
. . cryptic phone calls"from the police on Saturday night. "I thought it was someone trying to

be funny”, said Jackson as he fought to hold back tears. He says police called repeatedly
during the night asking for information about Grady, never revealing that he was dead.
Police told Jackson they had found Grady’s address book and had come to Jackson’s name.

Still unaware that Grady had been killed, Jackson was told to come to the 6th precinct
on West 10th Street. There he mel detective Jimmy Piccione, who showed him a picture of
Grady at the Taller. But Jackson says, "underneath it, which I wasn't supposed 1o see, or
was supposed to see, was a picture of Grady apparently in the morgue." When Jackson
asked Piccione if the picture had anything to do with the Sunday newspaper accounts of the
8th Street killing, the detective denied that it was the same case and sent him home with no
further information. Jackson did not definitively learn of Grady’s death until a friend called
him later that day.

An account of some of the events surrounding Grady's death was provided by the
cashier at Couch Potato Video on West 8th Street. The cashier, who was able to see and
hear some of the confrontation, said that the altercation didn’t seem serious at first. He
says, "It was very fast. There were a group of men in the street, a couple of parked
vehicles. There were raised voices, people yelling at each other. As it didn’t look terribly
severe, I didn’t pay too close attention to it. I saw a couple of people fainting punches at
each other, they didn't look serious.”" The cashier’s attention was diverted by some
customers and when he looked up, the cars were gone. "People came 1o the store and said
there’s a man lying in the street and he seems hurt." (A SHADOW reporter trying (o
interview another cashier at the video store a few days later was confronted by a stake-out
of plainclothes cops. After leaving the store, he was followed by the cops to the subway he
entered on Broadway).

Other witnesses report that a red jeep trailed Grady and his two friends for half a block.
According to these witnesses, the jeep stopped and a tall man in a white sweat shirt got out.
You squeezed my hand c 0 sy Yelling "Boxer 5, Boxer 5", which was also his license plate number, the driver approached
) mem":m mn"sp the men, throwing punches at them. This man fits Officer Frazier's description. Other men
] Arways busy ranstorming dead street junk “"""m" s you st you wete 10 E with Frazier exited from at least two other cars, one of whom was seen flashing a gun.

et ool do Your hands were soft and cold

That's where | first met you... yeah-on the street
Both of us peddiers hustiing our work on the strests mmw m:‘:“"‘_‘ﬂ On Hlday. May 10, one week after Grady Alexis was killed, over 250 people marched
e, “:“""'”"“"""m‘ you, Born o Caninesn the underworid Y from Tompkins Square Park to the 6th precinct, where they confronted cops on their
. Hiod m’“mﬁmwmmm brutality and the cover-up of Grady’s murder. The next night, a candlelight vigil was held at
L",,." “' ::m‘":,m.n Hmﬂm s:.“"”?:“m“"m" the spot where the incident took place. Grady's friends expressed their outrage at the
e o el G o e lenient charges against Frazier and Presley. This outrage is shared by the General Consul
Cop driving jsep had no uniform—nhe was off duty! With their hot sugar cane hands and hearts of Haiti, Phillipe Wilson Desir, who has met with Grady’s friends in order to assist them in
How were you to know 1o avoid him?! Creating a new isiand in the Carribean sun hei b for iust Desir said the B i % Y 3 T ; -d the
oy s Btk 85 e 4005 ...While up here-aione, | feel my city Island siowly their search for justice. Desir said 1 (. police are involved in a cover-up”, and added that
*PACK IT IN-SPLIT! THE HEAT'S COMINGI!" sinking the Haitian government will demand "that a full investigation be made and that there is no

Into scld waters of despair and chaos 3 : r A
Thank you, man, Merci merci, thank you for sharing cover-up, and those responsible for this murder be prosecuted and punished according Lo

Your colors with me "
I'm picking up the brush right where you left it... the law.

Sorry man...this city isiand is mean-moves quickly
We're living on the back of a giant snapping turtie
A mechanical terrapin with jaws of steel always
hungry

dev - s . " . - . - . "o L:
P P P Grady’s friends have formed the "Justice for Grady Alexis Committee". They are asking
that any further witnesses to the Killing call (212) 226-9625. Grady's family is being
represented by New York Civil Liberties Union directér Norman Siegel and attorneys hired

by the Haitian consulate.

Cyril Jackson says he remembers Grady as a talented artist, generous, honest, and who
liked to hang out with some of the residents of Tompkins Sqgare Park. Jackson says he told

At 8:45 PM on Saturday, May 5th, Grady Alexis, a 26 year old Lower East Side artist, Grady that he was a lamb "out there with wolves." Grady laughed and said, "Cyril, I'll be
was struck and killed in an altercation on West Eighth Street, near Fifth Avenue. A New OK"
York Cl[}" pOliCC officer, Richard Frazier, 31, was arrested the next day and charged with Now the friends of Grad}r Alexis want to know if the wolves wore badges.

3rd degree assault, a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty of one year in jail.

The following Monday, police arrested Terry Presley, 21, a friend of Frazier’s who was
present at the scene. He was also given the misdemeanor charge. The District Attorney
sought to justify these meager charges at a recent meeting with Grady's father and sister,
stating that the men didn’t intend to kill Grady. On Friday, June 14th, the Grand Jury
presently hearing this case will vote on whether to indict them on more serious charges.

Police officials say Officer Frazier did not strike the blow that killed Grady, but that it
was Presley, going out of their way to repeat this on several occasions. In the May 7th N.Y.
Post, Police Commissioner Lee Brown said, "Apparently, the officer [Frazier] hit at least
one or two people, not the person who died, but other people." Chief of Manhattan
Detectives Joseph G. DeMartino told the N.Y. Times on May 8th, in reference to Presley,
"We believe his punch killed Mr. Alexis."

Officer Frazier is a 6 foot, 2 inch, 176 pound, two-time Golden Gloves light-heavy
weight boxing champion and martial arts expert. Frazier was scheduled to leave for the
Soviet Union on May 10th, where he was to represent the NYPD in an amateur boxing
match.

The sequence of events remains murky because Frazier has refused to cooperate with
the investigation. According to police, the fight began when a jeep that Frazier was driving
"nearly brushed" Grady and two companions as they crossed 8th Street. Police say Frazier
struck Julian Dodd, one of Grady's companions, and that Grady was struck once in the
head by Presley. Medical Examiner’s Office spokesperson Ellen Borakove stated in the
N.Y.Times that Grady died of a "blunt impact injury to the head." In conversations with an
ACLU representative, she said that she was not totally convinced that it was a fist that
killed Grady, and that she would not rule out use of a blunt object. She also expressed
some concern over the shattered condition of Grady's skull, concluding that Grady must
have had "an usually thin skull”. Was it a thin skull or a boxer’s fist?

PHOTO BY ERIC DROOKER
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CELEBRRATION orf

PEAT b

By I.C. Timerow

Hundreds of protestors from various anti-war groups showed up at the June
10th ticker tape "New World Massacre" Parade to protest, chant, hold up banners and
signs, perform guerilla theater with pros, costumes and masks. Groups of 50-200 people
were corralled by police barriers in a "pig-pen"” at various points in or near the parade.
They were generally surrounded by hundreds of macho assholes who taunted and
threatened them. This did not stop the anti-war activists. Many groups of just two or
three would stand near the parade route with just an anti-war sign or prop and attract
much instantaneous debate. Though played down in the general media, there were enough
protesters all throughout the march to rain on their parade!

Unfortunately, those blue-skinned meanies, the pigs, came down heavily on
many activists, whose only "crimes" were to hold banners, chant, leaflet the crowd, and
throw an occasional bloodied baby doll towards the parade. June 10th was a day that the
city government chose to close three major parks that were either close to or on the parade
route. City Hall Park was on the parade route and was supposed to have been the site of
one demonstration. Tompkins Square Park was to have been the sight of the Stop the
Parade march. Battery Park was right near the parade’s start-ofl point. The park closings
left anti-war demonstrators with few assembly points that weren't on the streets,
surrounded by pigs and reactionary thugs.

STOP THE U.S. WAR MACHINE AMBUSHED BY THE PIGS!

The Stop the U.S. War Machine Action Network (a "Revolutionary
Communist Party” (RCP) front group), came early to the parade, having called for
supporters to meet them at Vesey Street and Broadway at 9:30 AM. The police surrounded
them with barricades and boxed them into a "pig-pen”, supposedly for their own safety.
But when the pigs decided to jump the barricades, beaf, arrest, jail and frame-up the
activists, the police-constructed "pig-pen” proved to be a very convenient way to set them
up.

Things started quietly enough with chants, banners and leaflets. The crowd in
the "Stop the War Machine" pig-pen increased to nearly 200 people. Directly across the
street, the "Coalition to Stop the War"” (a Workers’ World Party front group) had anywhere
from 40 to 100 demonstrators. They were joined at one point by Ramsey Clark (ex-
Attorney General under President Johnson during the Vietnam War, and the Black
Panther 21 and Chicago 8 trials). As usual, they were not harassed by the pigs.

As many reactionaries began to confront the "Stop the U.S. War Machine"
demonstrators, the police began to hold the press back. Pigs were seen pointing at and
talking about activists who made speeches and were heard saying "We will get them." A
red paint balloon directly hit a pig. Things got tense. '

When Colin Powell drove by with an extremely large police escort, a bloodied
baby doll was thrown in his direction. This was too much for the pigs, who charged the
barricades en masse, jumping over them and beating and arresting demonstrators. Lister,
a Rastafarian organizer for Refuse and Resist (another RCP front group), was beaten by
no less than eight pigs! Phil, a sixtyish grey-haired ex-priest, was savagely beaten with the
pigs almost breaking his leg. Renee was hit four times in the face by pigs before she was
arrested. The police pulled many braids out of her head. Mary Ann was also badly beaten
with bruises on her face and knees. Manco got grabbed, thrown to the ground, and beaten.
Dave was jumped, having his arms and back twisted during his arrest. Racheal, a well-
known downtown activist, was charged with double felonies. In all, 17 people were arrested
during this pig wilding attack. Fourteen of them were charged with felonies, while eleven
of the fourteen were charged with double felonies. The three charged with misdemeanors
were also charged with double or triple misdemeanors. All were put through the "system".
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Most of those arrested were known organizers, speech makers and banner holders. The
possibility that undercover pigs could have been present at public planning meetings and
decided then on who to arrest at the demo has not been ruled out.

During this massive police assault, all press people were physically kept away.
The pigs went so far as to cover the lenses of journalists’ cameras within shooting distance
of this violent scene. When NBC-TV’s pretty boy "investigative reporter” John Miller
refused to leave the scene because he mistakenly thought the press had a right to videotape
what was going on, he was arrested and given a Desk Appearance Ticket (DAT) for
disorderly conduct.

After the initial assault and arrests, there was a second as<ault on whatever
demonstrators were left. This was carried out by the reactionaries in the crowd. They
threw smokebombs, fireworks and barricades at the protestors. When the protestors asked
the police to stop the attack against them, the pigs told them, "If you don’t like it, leave."

TOMPKINS SQUARE MARCHERS FACE POLICE OVERKILL!

A march that left from Tompkins Square Park at 11:00 AM with the stated
mission of shutting down the parade was sparcely attended. This did not stop the pigs
from staging a massive presence, surrounding 20 TSP activists with approximately 300

7 police. This included up to thirty police vehicles of every description, ten motorcycles, riot

cops, undercovers ... the works! The oinkers stopped the protestors from going down St
Marks Place, and kept them virtually surrounded all the way to the parade. - On the way
downtown, one pig tripped and fell, and demonstrators laughed at him. A half an hour
later, as TSP’s own Joel Myers was making a speech after stepping outside the police
encirclement, he was arrested along with Jim, a fellow demonstrator, on felony charges of
assaulting a police officer (the pig who had tripped earlier). One other TSP demonstrator
named Richard was also arrested. When the TSP arrestees met the Stop the U.S. War
Machine arrestees at the precinct house, they kept their demonstration going with chants
and songs.

STOP THE PARADE

The TSP marchers with their police caravan escort were ultimately stopped
on Broadway, just above Canal Street. The pigs would not let them proceed beyond this
point. This was several blocks away from the end of the parade, which severly diminished
the impact of their demo, which included two severely burned Amerikkkan flags and much
street theater with props.

OTHER ASSORTED PROTESTS

At Beekman and Nassau, 50-100 anti-war protestors kept their demo going
for hours, despite much abuse from the crowd and the pigs. Beer bottles and eggs were
thrown at them and a few times the pigs actually did take away right wing jerks who threw
punches at demonstrators.

At the northern tip of City Hall, "Vietnam Vets Against the War -- Anti-
Imperialist” (yet another RCP front group) stood their ground against the right-wing
rabble. About 25 to 50 anti-war activists kept a lively debate going with various violent
goons and assholes who felt the only way to debate was to threaten people physically.

Affinity groups were also there at the parade, creating havoc for the marchers.
Though little of what they did has leaked out, there are reports that some military vehicles
on the parade route had to dodge road stars that suddenly appeared in their way.

(As people prepare for their trials on these trumped-up charges, the Parade
Protestors’ Defense Committee is meeting weekly. They can be reached at: (212) 732-3860.
As I was walking along a street on the parade route, a pig noticed a placard in my hand
that expressed an anti-war sentiment. He grabbed the placard and tore it in half. Nothing
like "freedom of speech” in the Amerikkkan Empire.)
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