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THEY HAD TO DESTROY THE PARK 
IN ORDER TO "SAVE" IT!! 

By lssar, Chris Flash, A. Bertoli 

PEDESTRIAN MALLS PLANNED FOR 8TH AND 5TH STREETS 
Tompkins Square Park is the lynchpin in a comprehensive plan to c.ompletely alter the 

physical structure and demographics of the Lower East Side. Two and one half years ago, 
it was discovered in the offices of HPD (''Housing Preservation and Development") that a 
pedestrian mall was being planned, running from Tomp.kins Square Park east on 8th 

Street through to the East River Park. At the same time, another mall was being designed 
to extend from East 5th Street to the East River Park. The very existence of this type of 
planning in HPD offices indicates that the depopulation of Hispanic Loisaida is the City's 
primary goal. 

Another key element was implemented with the January closing of the oldest 
continually-operating firehouse, Engine #17 on Pitt Street. Th.e closing of community 
firehouses is a proven method of "ghetto" clearance perfected by the U.S. Pentagon's Rand 

Corporation in the late 60's, as part of spatial deconcentration, while in NYC, the Rand 

_Institute promoted the 1970's mass urb~n burnout of inner city neighborhoods. 
On June 3rd, the very day they closed Tompkins Square Park. the Puerto Rican vote in 

Loisaida was destroyed by the NYC Redistricting Commission in it's final plan to 
gerrymander the Lower East Side City Council District to include Gramercy Park up to 

35th Street and 5th Avenue. As designed by the NYC Redistricting Commission, the Lower 
East Side Council District is now 18% Hispanic registered voters to 71 % white. The so­
called "Puerto Rican candidate", Mr. Antonio Pagan, and his so-called "Puerto 

Rican/Hispanic Political Council" have acted as the primary front men for this betrayal. 
Now, even if the community attempted to fight on an electoral level, that possibility has 
been demolished, along with Tompkins Square Park. 

MILITARY GENTRIFICATfON 
The total demolition of Tompkins Square Park has been slated for over 8 years now. 

The 1983 plan to destroy this 19th Century Landmark and replace it with an anti­
neighborhood park resembling ugly Union Square Park was completely rejected. by our 
community several times. However, like all plans lain by the ·city's monied interests, the 

plan to demolish Our Park was never discarded -- it was simply shelved until those who 
place their own wealth and power above all else saw their opportunity to strike! 

The powers that be have determined that Tompkins Square Park is the focal point of 
political activity and organizing (read: "troublemaking") on the Lower East Side, as it has 

been for over 150 years. By using the homeless and activists as pawns in their plans to 
destroy the park, the mayor and his handlers think they will rid the area of political 
activity and turbulence, giving the 
gentrifiers and the state a free hand in manipulating and exploiting the Lower &isl Side. 
(The SHADOW has heard that the Feds, concerned about the situation in Tompkins 
Square; told Dinkins to clean up his act before the War Celebration Parade on June 10th. 
Dinkins also had to prove to the rest of the country that he has the city under control, in 

anticipation of the upcoming Democratic National Convention in 1992.) 

WAR OF ATTRITION 
Already, the city is hard-pressed to justify the presence and expense of hundreds of 

cops and equipment in and around the park for the length of the "reconstruction" in the 

face of the city's massive budget cuts and lay-offs, cutting healthcare, closing libraries, 

and even turning off street lights!! 
The only answer now is to make this escapade cost the city a million dollars a day by 

requiring the 24 hour presence of riot cops around TSP. We are involved in a guerilla war, 

a war that has many fronts, many tactics, many tasks for the community to take on. We 
will succeed in reclaiming our park through a combination f)f approaches: direct action, 

media and educational work, the labor of physical reconstruction, because in the fina l 
analysis, who needs the bastards anyway? They may have destroyed large sections of the 

park, hoping to leave it that way in a state of destruction for the next year or two, but we 

can rebuild the rest of the park ourselves. We can lay the cement for the walkways, rebuild 
the iron fencing, the benches and the chess tables. We can take the example of People's 
Park in Berkeley, which was taken from the University of California and rebuilt by the 

people!! Popular Reconstruction of Tompkins Square Park!! 
They are trying to take the most rebellious neighborhood in the city and make it into a 

model police state, but we will win in the end because we live here and we won' t be moved!! 
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''YOU GOTI'A KEEP THIS UP, SO 
WE KEEP GETTING OVERTIME"-­
(Plainclothes cop to SHADOW 
reporter during march against the 
closing of Tompkins Square Park-­
June 14, 1991) 

POWER VERSUS COMMUNITY 
By K. Johnson 

When David N. Dinkins was inaugurated as Manhattan Borough President he 
promised to be a voice for "those neighborhoods that have been neglected -- Harlem, El 

Barrio and the Lower East Side.'' He spoke of "one people united in our determination to 
insure a meaningful and .productive life for every resident of Manhattan.'' 

Now, of course, he must stare his rhetoric in the face as his long string of lies leads 
more and more of us to hear the decept ion. These same neighborhoods a re still being 

neglected, and needless to say, the residents of Tompkins Square Park and its vicinity have 
not been insured of anything meaningful or productive by Mayor Dinkins' administration, 
least of all . the recent police oc.cupation. 

Less than a year into his tenure as Borough President, Dinkins' office was conducting 

studies which argued for the fiscal prudence of building renovation versus shelters for the 
homeless. In a letter to the N.Y. TIMES in November 1986, he wrote, "I strongly believe 

· that spending between 100 million and 200 million to create new and isolated shelter 
institutions is neither a humane nor cost-effective way to proceed.'' 

The formal report, "A Shelter Is Not a Home", appeared at the end of March 1987. It 

complained of the city's lack of any long term policy and proposed a vast expansion of 
housing programs for the poor, focusing on the rehabilitation of city-owned properties. 
The 5-year plan was to double the city's pace to 8,000 apartment renovations annually to 

keep up with the additional 7,000 families expected to ~ome homeless each year. 
This proposal was up against then-Mayor Koch's 10-year plan to continue at the then­

current rate of renovation. It called for SO% of these apartments to be slated for families 
with annual incomes of over $25,000, and the construction of 15 temporary shelters to be 

located in all the five boroughs. 

At the news conference, Dinkins claimed his plan would essentially end the problem of 
homelessness among families in New York in five years! (This is the same Dinkins who is 
now advocating their concentration into one monstrous edifice.) If he was less than 

realistic in this prediction, he may have been unwittingly prophetic when he warned, 
"Unless we do something to change their living conditions soon, we will have created an 
entire generation of disaffected and angry young people." 

Only five months later, in August 1987, Dinkins was the deciding vote in favor of 

Koch's opposing plan in an infamous dirty deal that prompted the other Borough 
Presidents to cries of outrage. In exchange for his sell-out, only one of the 11 shelters 
approved was to be located in Manhattan, and that is in Harlem. 

''The Mayor sat there with a pot of dollars and he bought Dinkins' vote," said Brooklyn 
Borough President Howard Goldin. And, taking up the alarm where Dinkins had 
abandoned it, Golden added, 'We're going to perpetuate a trans ient population that's going 
to grow from year to year. We're going to have a permanent problem on our hands." 

Now,- four years down the line, Mayor Dinkins heads an administration that has 
betrayed both the homeless and the taxpayers, whose· hard-earned cash that couldn't keep 
the libraries or zoos open can suddenly pay for a multi-million dollar renovation of 
Tompkins Square Park that a majority of the neighborhood residents already rejected in 
1986, and were not consulted on in 1991. 

· How many buildings could have been _renovated with the money invested in this recent 
eviction? How many of the Park's former residents could have been housed? 

Even those who spoke out in favor of the eviction are not satisfied with the outcome. 

They haven't gained a park, they've lost their streets. Now they suffer the indignity of 

living under a military force, having to bear the harassments, both physical and 
psychological, that an occupying army inflicts on the enemy population. Being in that 
position of localized power does strange things to the behavior of humans. It will be rape 

and pillage soon. 
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The only people who stand to gain from this political obscenity are the investors and 
speculators who hope to reap the benefits of our loss several years down the line, when 
they'd like to think that the discomforting presence of the poor will have somehow 
disappeared, that the less affluent residents will simply abandon their lives and labors and 

neatly vanish into history. 
This is the same hatred and fear that motivated the fiscal policies of the early 70's 

which were designed to "deconcentrate" the inner cities of the poor so as to prevent the 

threat of organization. It is no coincidence that our public spaces are the next to go. 

Parks are places of community; where people can take power from thefr exchanges, 
festivals, gatherings, the disorder of revelry, the unpenetrability of the natural cover, 
celebration, play, and noise. The territorial siezure of our central gathering space was the 
most recent spectacle of official force used to provoke our community and justify their 
actions. But there is no justification for the brutality that many of us have witnessed. We 
cannot stancl deaf and dumb as our friends are beaten in front of us, as the "homeless" are 
marched from their homes early in the morning amidst an army of imported pigs. Our 

community bore the brunt of police brutality in 1988 and watched every cop charged go 
unpenalized, our legal pursuit of justice a tiresome sham. We have learned to protect 
ourselves from our sworn "protectors." 
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That we continue to affirm our power of community through resistance is a testimonial 

to the town of Tompkins Square. In a time when symbols carry more weight than objects, 

it is alive and well and living in the "~isatTected and angry people" that Dinkins predicted. 

It bas come to symbolize the lies the city uses rather than deal with the poor and 
homeless, the lies this Mayor uses when dealing with all the residents of this city. It is also 
a prickly reminder of the shrinking gap between prosperity and poverty that repels 
tourists, panics businesses and loses votes. 

There's too many homeless to hide. 

Activist attorney Stanley Cohen was told by Corporation Counsel 
lawyers that they expected and were ready to accept a few days of angrv. 
outbursts, and ttieri people will accept the closed park and pollce 
occupation In their neighborhood. -

DON'T ACCEPT THE OCCUPATI.ON!! 
MAKE THE BASTARDS PAY THE MAXIMUM PRICE!! 
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·MEMORIAL DAV RIOT INCITED BV PIGS 
AS A PRETEXT TO CLOSE Ttili PARK!! 

For months, the cops around Tompkins Square Park were building a powder keg ready 
to explode on the Lower East Side with their petty harrassment of people hanging out, 
their overblown show of force, and the brutality they commit with impunity. On Memorial 

. Day, the spark that set off the explosion was the beating of a young Black man by several 
pigs on a- hot muggy night when he refused to show his ID to a macho pig hassling him 
outside the park. · 

Shortly before 7:00 PM, Tony James was sitting with a friend outside Nina's Pizzeria at 
St. Marx and Avenue A. His friend was drinking from a bottle of wine, while Tony drank 
none. They were approached by P.O.Rogers (Badge #26334) of Midtown South Task 
Force, who told them to leave the area. When they didn't move as fast as he liked, Rogers 
began threatening and verbally abusing them. Tony told him they were leaving, and 
responded to Rogers' verbal abuse. Rogers then demanded to see Tony's identification, but 
Tony refused, saying he had done nothing wrong. Rogers emptied the bottle of wine, and 
Tony walked toward Tompkins Square Park, where the "Housing Is A Human Right" 
concert was in progress. 

As Tony reached the St. Marx entrance of the park, P.O.Rogers ran up to him and 
grabbed him, again demanding his ID. Rogers tried to trip Tony, but Tony wouldn't let 
himself fall. Rogers then elbowed Tony in the eye, kneed him in the stomach and knocked 
him to the ground. At that point, Tony agreed to show his ID. Foot cops and a passing 
housing police car arrived to help Rogers beat and kick Tony on the ground and to hold 
back outraged bystanders, including homeless men on a nearby food line. (Captain Hanley 
told the SHADOW a few days later that a cop got a fractured wrist, and said that there 
were no homeless on the food line at the time.) 

Tony was taken to the 9th precinct on East Fifth Street, where he was charged with 
. "Second Degree Assault" on a police officer. Tony reported that in· spite of the alleged 
injuries, Rogers accompanied hiip to the 9th precinct and to Central Booking at police 
headquarters at 1 Police Plaza. 

Moments before Tony was beaten and arrested, Rogers assaulted two other men in the 
park in separate incidents. Both were grabbed aroul}d the neck and held in chokeholds as 
Rogers told them to get rid of their open beers. After Tony was taken away and Rogers 
was removed from the scene, things quickly heated up in and· around the park. Witnesses to 
Tony's beating and the other assaults alerted people in the park, and then the people took 
it to the street, blocking traffic on Avenue A, between St. Marx and East 7th Street. 

By 7:15, Lieutenant Heinz and Captain Hanley, both of the 9th precinct, stood by 
observing the angry crowd. Heinz told those protesting this latest police violence, "Tony's 
okay", assuring them that he took Rogers away and had his name and badge number. Soon, 
plainclothes cops arrived, and Hanley told Heinz to block off the streets and "sit tight". 
Back at the 9th precinct, Tony heard the radio calls requesting back-ups for Tompkins 
Square and asked if this was the backlash resulting from his bea~,ng and arrest. The cops 
laughed and told him "this always happens". 

Over the next few hours, the numbers of demonstrators grew faster as the number of 
riot cops grew, which in tum caused the crowd's anger to grow. Demonstrators in front of­
the Christadora House at Avenue Band 9th Street (tb_e neighborhood's most blatant 
example of the yuppie invasion) were chased into the park·by a squad of outnumbered cops 
who in tum were chased by the angry crowd into the park. Meanwhile, a band played as 
people unaware of events outside the park danced to the music. At the bandshell, people 
surrounded the demonstrators being chased by the cops, blocking them off. The confused 
cops were quickly dispersed by a few flying bottles, one of which nailed P.O. Wishner in the 
back of his head. 

Outside the park, cops unsuccessfully tried to stop people from entering the park at 
some entrances. At the Avenue B and 7th Street entrance, Captain Mcinerny stood with a 
group of cops, listening to his radio. They were quickly surrounded by people demanding 
that they leave the area. Mcinerny told his crew to "bite the bullet until our people get 
here". 

By 9:00, the angry crowd numbered more than 150 people and at least an equal number 
of spectators. Several bonfires appeared along Avenue A, fed by garbage, a mattress and 
some wood. Firetrucks standing by to extinguish the fires under police guard soon left since 
the protection wasn't provided. At 9:10, Hanley and Heinz led 25 riot cops with helmets 
from 10th Street down Avenue A toward St. Marx Place and were stopped by scores of · 
flying bottles. As the riot cops backed off and cowered under the shower of bottles, Hanley 
stood in place, as if daring a bottle to hit him. Finally, by 9:30, the cops retreated under an 
even larger hail of bottles to regroup at Avenue A and 10th Street, where they waited for 
reinforcements. Cops sealed off the comers of Ave A+ 6th, Ave A + 10th, and First Ave 
from 7th through 10th Streets, as bottles were lined up in the street for the next riot cop 
advance. 

I 

At 9:45, some decided to "Go Shopping" at the SYP fruit stand, which is known for 
their rudeness and nasty attitude toward people in the neighborhood who do not have 
money. Many got away with packages of watermelon, fruit and vegetables before P.O. 
Hayden arrived with Capt. Mcinerny to chase them away. 

By 10:00, a drum circle began at St. Marx and Avenue A as the street lights continued 
to flicker on and off. At 10:20, Mcinerny, Hayden and 5 riot cops tried to advance up 
Avenue A from 6th Street and were met with a heavy barage of bottles. The 5 cops and 
Hayden quickly ran back to 6th Street, leaving Mclnerny frozen in place, trying to duck the 

. bottles. Hayden finally returned and walked Mclnerny away: Two men shed their clothes 
and joined the protestors as several cop cars sped past the intersection of 7th and Ave A 
under an shower of bottles, most of which hit their mark. One of the cars tried turning onto 
Avenue A before discovering their mistake and quickly reversed to get away. 

At 10:35, the window gates in front of Moe's Discount Store were pulled off by a group 
of people .no one had seen before. For .the next half hour, many people joined in the 
looting of the store once the front window was broken, mostly taking cigarettes, toiletries, 
and plastic amerikan flags. The cash register was removed and tossed into a fire on Avenue 
A, along with several aerosol cans which exploded into flames. During the looting, cops 
stood by, watching from their barricades at 6th and Avenue A. 

Finally, after reinforcements arrived at 11 :00, 100 or so riot cops made their way down 
Avenue A from 10th Street, holding full length plastic shields as the bottles flew at them. 
As they advanced, a heavy rain storm suddenly began, drenching the pigs and defusing the 
riot. Riot pigs pushed some people into the park, while other people were forced down 
Avenue A and east on 7th Street. As the pigs were about to beat a woman next to the park, 
she was rescued by bikers who pulled her over the fence. On 7th Street, cops beat a woman 
with a skateboard, clubbed photographers and beat and dragged another woman down the 
street by her hair, damaging her spine and exposing her backbone. (Charged with felony 
riot and disorderly conduct, she was later released with all charges dropped. She later told 
the SHADOW that she was only standing inside the park fence, trying to witness as much 
as possible, when the cops went out of their way to club and drag her. She adds: "It was a 
set up. They don't give a fuck about people drinking in the park".) 

With the paddy wagon full of arrestees, cops turned up the heat, causing one woman to 
pass out. Cops thought she was pretending and slammed the wagon doors on her prone 
body, and then kicked and dragged her into the 7th precinct. (Her body still bears the boot 
marks). Inside, Lieutenant Ravino threatened to kill them, and they were told: "This is the 
7th precinct, there's no video .cameras here". · 

Back at Avenue B and 6th Street, scattered street battles continued for a few more 
hours between groups of people and passing cop cars. In the end, more than 8 people were 
arrested, mostly charged with riot and disorderly conduct. In spite of the charges, all were 
either released without bail or had their charges dropped. Only one man received $500 bail, 
and he was released after people took up a collection for him. 

By 11 :30, cops occupied the blocks around the park area, from 6th Street through 11th 
Street, from Avenue B through First Avenue, refusing to allow residents to pas:;. The few 
people allowed past the police barricades were forced to show the cops ID and proof of 
address. Some people on their way home in the early morning hours were forced to take 
detours through dangerous neighborhoods while cops maintained their pqsi tions unti l 
daybreak. 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

MEDIA SMEAR CAMPAIGN 
The next morning, a sunny and clear day, peace and calm had returned to the 

neighborhood, which was almost void of cops. Vans, photographers and street reporters 
from the mainstream media lined Avenue A, seeking to interview people about the night 
before. The only visible signs of the riot were a few melted spots in the street from the fires 
and the broken window of the looted discount store, where a cop was posted. 

Many people speaking with the media condemnecl the looting, but emphasized that the 
cause of the riot was the community's response to yet another instance of unchecked police 
violence and not over concertgoers trying to bring beers into the park, as was reported in 
the morning papers. Not satisfied with merely ignoring the cause of the riot, the papers also 
lied and said that demonstrators had tossed molotov cocktails at the cops!! Some of the 
media covered the issue of police brutality as.the cause of the riot, without being specific, 
but in the days following the riot, the mainstream media's smear campaign against the 
homeless, political activists and even the park itself was intensified. The worst players in the 
campaign were Bob Herbert of the Daily News, who was escorted out of the park in 1989 
after identifying a woman experiencing an asthma attack as overdosing on drugs, and Mike 
McAiary of the NY Post, who used to write pro-police columns for the Daily News. (The 
Post ls owned by real estate developer and landlord Peter Kallkow, who, along 
with his family, owns apartment buildings In the perimeter of the park, which have 
been warehoused for more than two years. These buildings include everything on 

the west side of Avenue B from 10th-11th Streets, and from the northwest corner of 
10th Street and Avenue B to the public library. The SHADOW has learned that 
Kalikow Is seeking a zoning variance that will enable him to build a luxury yuppie 
housing project next to the park that will rival the Christodora House a few blocks 
away!!) 

DINKINS PLOTS PARK'S FUTURE 

Two days after the riot, on May 29th, Mayor Dinkins met with Parks Commissioner 
Betsy Gotbaum at City Hall on what to do about the park. The press said they were 
considering enacting a curfew in the park. The next day, a press conference was held, 
featuring Dinkins, Gotbaum, Pomposelio and Kharfen. Rumors circulated that the 
homeless in the park would be evicted by the coming weekend and' that the park would be 
closed or curfewed afterward. These rumors were fueled by the s11dden appearance .of large 
numbers of helmetted cops and vehicles on street corners surrounding the park. Norman 
Seigel of the New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) met with Deputy Mayors Bill 
Lynch and Barbara Fife and their flack catcher Michael Kharfen on what to do about the 
homeless in the park. Seigel reported that they were unmoved and that they would use a 
military solution in a few days. 

At the traditional Friday Night Speak.out in the park on May 31st, people gathered for 
a march to protest the coming eviction of the homeless. (People were warned that cops 
might infiltrate the crowd, take photos and arrest participants still being sought from the 
Memorial Day Riot.) Marchers left the park at 7:30, over 200 strong, circled the streets 
around the park, escorted by Captain Seta, Lieutenant Heinz and Sergeant Vacarro and a 
handful of cops. Chants included "No Cops: No Riot/Keep The Park Open". Along the way 
through Alphabet City, marchers handed out leaflets in English and Spanish explaining 
what was happening around the park. After the march returned to the park to continue the 
Speak-Out, a dozen riot cops lined up nearby as more plainclothes cops lingered in front of 
Nina's Pizzeria across the street and inside the park. (Ranking officers included Inspector 
Fogarty, Deputy Inspector Campisi and Captain Seta.) After a while, the riot cops left, but 
foot cops and plainclothes cops remained. 

The next day, a hot Saturday, undercover cops were uncovered all over Avenue A and 
inside the park all day· and night. The word was that they were looking for someone. People 
walking along and stopping to chat on the street were quickly surrounded by foot and 
scooter cops who told them to move along. Inside the park, scooters and cop cars fitted 
with kleig lights drove through the park walkways, sometimes at high speeds, A homeless 
man arrested earlier in the day told the SHADOW that cops at the precinct told him the 
park would be hit on Monday morning at 4:00AM. Another homeless man said that 30 
plainclothes cops were seen sitting in a row on benches in front of the bandshell, and that 
the lights were turned on inside the bandshell so that the cops could see or be seen better. 

On Sunday, June 2nd, a press conference was called in the park in order for the 
homeless and their supporters to tell the media their feelings about the impending eviction. 
The only medta to show up beside the SHADOW were from Newsday, WINS Radio, and a 
New York Times photographer. Father George Kuhn of St. Brigid's church brought his 
Sunday congregation into the park and decried the media lies being spread about the park, 
telling them the main issues are housing, unemployment and lack of drug rehab centers or 
programs. A homeless man told the press: "The solution is not chasing us all over town", 
explaining that the homeless have been chased from the United Nations, subways and 
transit systems. A homeless man named Dave told the press that the homeless want time to 
prepare. He said they were an embarrassment to the Mayor's office, and that when the 
homeless are gone, there will still be confrontations with police in the future, He said they 
want the city to "provide viable alternatives, not shelters". 

Unfortunately, the press conference quickly broke up into factionalized fighting 
between groups of homeless people who tried to gather and find some solutions together. 
Some blamed the riot on the Anarchists, and others said it was "outside agitators", both 
echoing the slanted media coverage. Strangely enough, many homeless people joining the 
press conference were not from the park at alL This was confirmed by several homeless 
SHADOW sources, furthering suspicions that these people were sent to the park in order 
to create confusion and division between the homeless and their supporters and to create a 
negative press image. 

" :~~· :,.t-~ .. -- r,~~ .. 1· "• i;•~; , ,. ,, ~ ~ . .,,. . _,,.. f'i4 -. ,1,..,? 

SHA.DOW #18-(JUNE[JULY .1991).:PAGE 5. 

,- DINKINS LACKEYS GIVE'HOMELESS LIP SERY.ICE-
' The homeless in the. park were visited several times that day by Deputy Mayor Bill 

Lynch and his ASSistant Michael Kharfen, who sat next to him without saying a word. · 
Lynch claimed he was there to get "input" from the homeless in order to change the 
Mayor's mind. He said "I want to go to the Mayor's office with a viable option to resolve 
this problem". It soon became obvious that this was more lip service with no guarantees, 
similar to the ploy Lynch used just before the Mayor's eviction of the homeless from the 
park in Decell)ber of 1989. By the time the meetings with Lynch ended, it was a forgone 
conclusion that the park would be hit in just a few hours. Before leaving the park for the 
last time that night, Lynch told the homeless residents _that he could only guarantee that 
there would be referrals to men's shelters by people from the HRA (the misnamed 
"Human Resources Administration"). 

PIGS INVADE PARK IN "OPERATION RESTORE" 

During the night, cops worked their way through the park, checking homeless people in 
their tents with flashlights and confiscating bottles. At daybreak of June 3rd, in what was 
dubbed "Operation Restore", hundreds of cops assembled at the police academy on East 
21st Street to prepare for their invasion of Tompkins Square Park. Television news 
vehicles, tipped off to the raid days before, were already set up outside the park before the 
riot pigs arrived. Neighborhood residents quickly alerted each other as the bell of St. 
Brigid's Church rang to sound the alarm. Many ran into the park to support the homeless. 
By 5:40, others were stopped from entering, but several got into the park by jumping the 
fence. About 100 people in the park were surrounded by cops and reporters. Parks 
Commissioner Betsy Gotbaum arrived to survey the operation with an ugly sneer on her 
face. · 

By 8:00AM, Avenue A was cleared of all parked vehicles, towed by police tow trucks, 
and replaced by media and police vehicles. Cops were posted at all corners from 6th Street 
through 10th Streets, corralling bystanders behind police barriers and demanding ID from 
some people trying to pass. Pigs peered from the roofs of buildings surrounding the park. 
Pre-fitted sections of fencing were set up at entrances to the park and poles for additional 
fencing were erected along the Avenue B side of the -park .. Inside the park, a bulldozer was 
seen: It was now obvious that the city was going to do more than close the park indefinitely. 

Outside the park, 10th Street was flooded by potice and parks department vehicles, 
portable generators, undercover cars, taxis, trucks, buses and the infamous FEMA bus, 
used by the Joint Terrorist Task Force (see story elsewhere in this issue.). Inside the park, 
the cops and parks oepartment workers made their way from one homeless encampment to 
another, removing residents and tossing their belongings into the waiting garbage trucks. At 
8:30, cops threatened to arrest anyone who didn't leave the park. They quickly pushed 
people out with their riot shields. A total of 7 people-were arrested, all receiving DA Ts 
(Desk Appearance Tickets), including the minister of the nearby Grafitti Ministry that 
offers food and outreach to the homeless. HRA vans took some homeless people away to 
the city shelter referral center at 507 East 11th Street, a former crack house taken over by 
the city. One HRA worker at the park told the SHADOW he didn't want to refer the 
homeless to city shelters, especially since he had been in the shelter system himself, but 
there was nowhere else for them to go. (A resident of East 7th Street told cops entering her 
building to go to the roof that she didn't think what they were doing was right. One cop 
asked "You support the homeless? Are you an Amerikan?") Other homeless residents set 
up campsites at two vacant city-owned lots on East 8th and 9th Streets. 

City councilwoman Miriam Friedlander, seen walking away from the park on Avenue A 
at 9:30, told residents that neither the Community Board nor her office was consulted 
about the closing of the park. She asked construction crews in the park about what they 
were doing, but they couldn't tell her anything. A SHADOW reporter speaking with 
Manhattan Boro Parks Commissioner Patrick Pomposello on the scene discovered that the 
very same "restructuring" plan that was rejected by the community years ago was now being 
done militarily. One cop was overheard saying: "This'll be shorter than the Persian Gulf 
War". 
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By mid-afternoon, the police occupation was in place as the fence building continued 
west on Avenue A. As cops maintained positions around the park, plainclothes cops were 
seen on foot and in vehicles circling the park. A large sign announcing the "renovations" of 
the -park was visible in front of the St. Marx entrance to the park. Th-e police state 
occupation had begun. · 

MORE COMPLETE COVERAGE 

CONTINUES Oti PAGES 10 + 19-21 
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LO .~ •. - R·· £.AST: Sll>E ~ 1ST 
Kl·LLEP l·N UNPROVOK£1' 
ATTACK!! 
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81111111111 In T~na lqu•e P.,k Mayday 

You....-myhand Aa.....,...lecly __ trom_ 

v--. --. arllat llancle 1911 eo -,.,. 
Allraye buaylr-mlng--junk 
Into~ fruit tar Ille eoul 

Tlllll'e -e I tlrat - you ... ,..,._, tt,e -
IIOtll of ue pedell .. huatltng our work on the -

of Manhallan . 
Me, bOrn on lhla lalencl, you, bOrn on Carrl-n 

lelend 
Togeth• now loolclng out tar cope on Aator Place 
Aa - try to make a llvlng In Ruganomlc !lghtl• 
Demn Grlldyt I dldnT IUlaw th.,,,, .. th•,_"­
You 'd eq- my hand 
Cop drl'llng JHp hlld no uniform-he w• otr dutyt 

How-• J10U to /cnaw to noid him?/ 
w,-,, I could h..,. - th•• to ,,,.,n you: 
"PACK IT IN-SPLIT/ THE HEAT'S COMING/!" 
Sorry man ... thla city laland la rnean-mOt'N qulclcly 
We're lhltng on the back of a giant anapplng turtle 
A mechanical terrapin with )awa or steel always 

hungry 
For paulonste young eoula to devour 

Fl--Men-n •-.,_- ■ l owed 

the - of them: 
Mlloolm X. John Lennon, Mc:hNI 8tewart, 

1rv11111 Hal-... ~ 

- my friend Grady-• ••-out a,,c1 - you st your wake In 
• oo1c1yn 

Your handa -e 80ft and oold 
Your !amity - you burled In your naltve eoll 
W-e Ohem N mbo-V- god of MX, - and 

the underworld 
Awella you With patro drums 

And now you're llylng - llome to Haiti 
Different from oolonlel way you left It 
No more Papa Doc, No more Baby ~IA~eller 
Your people •e busy frNlng lhemMlvea 
With their hot augar cane hilnde and he.is 
Cr-■ llng e n- Island In the Carrlbean eun 
... Whlle up here..ione, I feel my city laland slowty 

sinking 
Into acid wstera or dNpalr and chaos 
Thenk you, men, -c:I merc:I, thank you for sharing 
Your colors with me . 
l' ni picking up the bruah right where you left It. .. 

At 8:45 ~Mon Saturday, May 5th, Grady Alexis, a 26 year old Lower East Side artist, 
was struck and killed in an altercation on West Eighth Street, near Fifth Avenue. A New 
York City police officer, Richard Frazier, 31, was arrested the next day and charged with 
3rd degree assault, a misdemeanor with a maximum penalty of one year in jail. 

The following Monday, police arrested Terry Presley, 21, a friend of Frazier's who was 
present at the scene. He was also given the misdemeanor charge. The District Attorney 
sought to justify these meager charges at a recent meeting with Grady's father and sister, 
stating that the men didn't intend to kill Grady. On Friday, June 14th, the Grand Jury 
p~esently hearing this case will vote or:i whether to indict them on more serious charges. 

Police officials say Officer Frazier did not strike the blow that killed Grady, but that it 
was Presley, going out of their way to repeat this on several occasions. In the May 7th N.Y . 
Post, Police Commissioner Lee Brown said, "Apparently, the officer [Frazier] hit at least 
one or two people, not the person who died, but other people." Chief of Manhattan 
Detectives Joseph G. DeMartino told the N.Y. Times on May 8th, in reference to Presley, 
"We believe his punch killed Mr. Alexis." 

Officer Frazier is a 6 foot. 2 inch, 176 pound, two-time Golden Gloves light-heavy . 
weight boxing champion and martial arts expert. Frazier was scheduled to leave for the 
Soviet Union on May 10th, where he was to represent the NYPD in an amateur boxing 
match. 

The sequence of events remains murky because Frazier has refused to cooperate with 
the investigation. According to police, the fight began when a jeep that Frazier was driving 
"nearly brushed" Grady and two companions as they crossed 8th Street. Police say Frazier 
struck Julian Dodd, one of Grady's companions, and that Grady was struck once in the 
head by Presley. Medical Examiner's Office spokesperson Ellen Borakove stated in the 
N.Y.Times that Grady died of a "blunt impact injury to the head." In conversations with an 
ACLU representative, she said that she was not totally conyinced that it was a fist that 
killed Grady, and that she would not rule out use of a blunt object. She also expressed 
r..ome concern over the shattered condition of Grady's skull, concluding that Grady must 
have had "an usually thin skull". Was it a thin skull or a boxer's fist? 

By Walter Concrete 

Grady Alexis, born in Haiti, was an artist-in-residence at the Taller Latino Americano 
cultural center on East 2nd Street. His roomate , Cyril Jackson, says he began receiving 
cryptic phone calls-from the police on Saturday night. "I thought it was someone trying to 
be funny" , said Jackson as he fought to hold back tears. He says police called repeatedly 
during the night asking for information about Grady, never revealing that he was dead. 
Police told Jackson they had found Grady's address book and had come to Jackson's name. 

Still unaware that Grady had been killed, Jackson was told to come to the 6th precinct 
on West 10th Street. There he met detective Jimmy Piccione, who showed him a picture of 
Grady at the Taller. But Jackson says, "underneath ·it, which I wasn't supposed to see, or 
was supposed to see, was a picture of Grady apparently in the morgue." When Jackson 
asked Piccione if the picture had anything to do with the Sunday newspaper accounts of the 
8th Street killing, the detective denied that it was the same case and sent him home with no 
further information. Jackson did not definitively learn of Grady's death until a friend called 
him later that day. · 

An account of some of the events surrounding Grady's death was provided by the 
cashier at Couch Potato Video on West 8th Street. The cashier, who was able to see and 
hear some of the confrontation, said that the altercation didn't seem serious at first. He 
says, "It was very fast. There were a group of men in the street, a ·couple of parked 
vehicles. There were raised voices, people yelling at each other. As it didn't look terribly 
severe, I didn't pay too close attention to it. I saw a couple of people fainting punches at 
each other, they didn't look serious." The cashier's attention was diverted by some 
customers and when he looked up, the cars were gone. "People came to the store and said 
there's a man lying in the street and he seems hurt." (A SHADOW reporter trying to 
interview another cashier at the video store a few days later was confronted by a stake-out 
of plainclothes cops. After leaving the store, he was followed by the cops to the subway he 
entered on Broadway). 

Other witnesses report that a red jeep trailed Grady and his two friends for half a block. 
According to these witnesses, the jeep stopped and a tall mari in a white sweat shirt got out. 
Yelling "Boxer 5, Box~r 5", which was also his license pfate number, the driver approached 
the men, throwing punches at them. This man fits Officer Frazier's description. Other men 

I with Frazier exited from at least two other cars, one of whom was seen flashing a gun. 

On Friday, May 10, one week after Grady Alexis was killed, over 250 people marched 
from Tompkins Square Park to the 6th precinct, where they confronted cops on their 
brutality and the cover-up of Grady's murder. The next night, a candlelight vigil was held at 
the spot where the incident took place. Grady's friends expressed their outrage at the 
lenient charges against Frazier and Presley. This outrage is shared by the General Consul 
of Haiti, Phillipe Wilson Desir, who has met with Grady's friends in order to assist them in 
their search for justice. Desir said the police are "involved in a cover-up", and added that 
the Haitian government will demand "that a full investigation be made and that there is no 
cover-up, and those responsible for this murder be prosecuted and punished according to 
the law." 

Grady's friends have formed the "Justice for Grady Alexis Committee". They are asking 
·· that any further witnesses to the killing call (212) 226-9625. Grady's family is being 

represented by New York Civil Liberties Union director Norman Siegel and attorneys hired 
by the Haitian consulate. 

Cyril Jackson says he remembers Grady as a talented artist, generous, honest, and who 
liked to hang out with some of the residents of Tompkins Sqare Park. fackson says he told 
Grady that he was a lamb "out there with wolves." Grady laughed and said, "Cyril, I'll be 
OK." 

Now the friends of Grady Alexis want to know if the wolves wore badges. 

PHOTO BY ERIC CROOKER 



By I.C. Timerow 

Hundreds of protestors from various anti-war groups showed up at the June 

10th ticker tape "New World Massacre" Parade to protest, chant, hold up banners and 
signs, perform guerilla theater with pros, costumes and masks. Groups of 50-200 people 
were corralled by police barriers in a "pig-pen" at various points in or near the parade. 
They were generally surrounded by hundreds of macho assholes who taunted and 
threatened them. This did not stop the anti-war activists. Many groups of just two or 
three would stand near the parade route with just an anti-war sign or prop and attract 
much instantaneous debate. Though played down in the general media, there were enough 
protesters all throughout the march to rain on their parade! · 

Unfortunately, those blue-skinned meanies, the pigs, came down heavily on 
many activists, whose only "crimes" were to hold banners, chant, leaflet the crowd, and 
throw an occasional bloodied baby doll towards the parade. June 10th was a day that the 
city government chose to close three major parks that were either close to or on· the parade 
route. City Hall Park was on the parade route and was supposed to have been the site of 
one demonstration. Tompkins Square Park was to have been the sight of the Stop the 
Parade march. Battery Park was right near the parade's start-off point. The park closings 
left anti-war demonstrators with few assembly -points that weren't on the streets, 
surrounded by pigs and reactionary thugs. 

STOP THE U.S. WAR MACHINE AMBUSHED BY THE PIGS! 

The Stop the U.S. War Machine Action Network (a "Revolutionary 
Communist Party" (RCP) front group), came early to the parade, having called for 
supporters to meet them at Vesey Street and Broadway at 9:30 AM. The police surrounded 
them with barricades and boxed them into a "pig-pen", supposedly for their own safety. 
But when the pigs decided to jump the barricades, heal, arrest, jail and frame-up the 
activists, the police-constructed "pig-pen" proved to be a very convenient way to set them 
up. 

Things started quietly enough with chants, banners and leaflets. The crowd in 
the "Stop the War Machine" pig-pen increased to nearly 200 people. Directly across the 
street, the "Coalition to Stop the War" (a Workers' World Party front group) had anywhere 
from 40 to 100 demonstrators. They were joined at one point by Ramsey Clark (ex­
Attorney General under President Johnson during the Vietnam War, and the Black 
Panther 21 and Chicago 8 trials). As usual, they were not harassed by the pigs. 

As many reactionaries began to confront the "Stop the U.S. War Machine" 
demonstrators, the police began to bold the press back. Pigs were seen pointing at end 
talking about activists who made speeches and were heard saying ''We will get them." A 
red paint balloon directly hit a pig. Things got tense. · 

When Colin Powell drove by with an extremely larae police escort, a bloodied 
baby doll was thrown in his direction. This was too much for the pigs, who charged the 
barricades en masse, jumping over them and beating and arresting demonstrators. Lister, 
a Rastafarian organizer for Refuse and Resist (another RCP front group), was beaten by 
no less than eight pigs! Phil, a sixtyish grey-haired ex-pries~ was savagely beaten with the 
pigs almost breaking his leg. Renee was hit four times in the face by pigs before she was 
arrested. The police pulled many braids out of her bead. Mary Ann was also badly beaten 
with bruises on her face and knees. Manco got grabbed, thrown to the ground, and beaten. 
Dave was jumped, having his arms and back •twisted during his arrest- Racheal, a well­
known downtown activist, was charged with double felonies. ·In all, 17 people were arrested 
during this pig wilding attack. Fourteen of them were charged with felonies, while eleven 

of the fourteen were charged with double felonies. The three charged with misdemeanors 
were also charged with double or triple misdemeanors. All were out throu2h the "system". 
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ART BY ANDREW WENDEL 

Most of those arrested were known organizers, speech makers and banner holders. The 
possibility that undercover pigs could have been present at public planning meetings and 
decided then on who to arrest at the demo has not been ruled out. 
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During this massive police assault, all press people were physically kept away. 
The pigs went so far as to cover the lenses of journalists' cameras within shooting distance 
of this violent scene. When NBC-'IV's pretty boy "investigative reporter" John Milll'r 

refused to leave the scene because he mistakenly thought the press had a right to videotape 
what was going on, he was arrested and given a Desk Appearance Ticket (DAT) for 
disorderly conduct-

After the initial assault and arrests, there was a second aso.;ault on whatever 
demonstrators were left. This was carried out by the reactionaries in the crowd. They 
threw smokebombs, fireworks and barricades at the protestors. When the protestors asked 
the police to stop the attack against them, the pigs told them, "Ir you don't like it, leave.'' 

TOMPKINS SQUARE MARCHERS FACE POLICE OVERKILL! 

A march that left from Tompkins Square Park at 11:00 AM with the stated 
mission of shutting down the parade was sparcely attended. This did not stop the pigs 
from staging a massive presence, surrounding 20 TSP activists with approximately JOO 

• police. This included up to thirty police vehicles of every description, ten motorcycles, riot 

cops, undercovers ... the works! The oinkers stopped the protestors from going down St. 
Marks Place, and kept them-virtually surrounded all the way to the parade. -On the way 
downtown, one pig tripped and fell, and demonstrators laughed at him. A half an hour 
later, as TSP's own Joel Myers was making a speech after stepping outside the police 
encirclement, he was arrested along with Jim, a fellow demonstrator, on felony charges of 
assaulting a police officer (the pig who had tripped earlier). One other TSP demonstrator 
named Richard was also arrested. When the TSP arrestees met the Stop the U.S. War 
Machine arrestees at the precinct house, they kept th~ir demonstration going with chants 
and songs. · 

,....STOP THE PARADE 

The TSP marchers with their police caravan escori were ultimately stopped 
on Broadway, just above Canal Street. The pigs would not let them proceed beyond this 
point- This was several blocks away from the end of the parade, which severly diminished 
the impact of their demo, which included two severely burned Amerikkkan flags and much 

street theater with props. 

OTHER ASSORTED PROTESTS 

At Beekman and Nassau, 50-100 anti-war protestoi-s kept their demo going 
for hours, despite much abuse from the crowd and the pigs. Beer bottles and eggs were 
thrown at them and a rew times the pigs actually did take away right wing jerks who threw 
punches at demonstrators. 

At the northern tip of City Hall, ''Vietnam Vets Against the War -- Anti­
Imperialist" (yet another RCP front group) stood their ground against the right-wing 
rabble. About 25 to 50 anti-war activists kept a lively debate going with various violent 
goons and assholes who felt the only way to debate was to threaten people physically. . 

Affinity groups were also there at the parade, creating havoc for the marche~ 
Though little of what they did has leaked out, there are reports that some military vehicles 
on the parade route had to dodge road stars that suddenly appeared in their way. 

(As people prepare for their trials on these trumped-up charges, the Parade 
Protestors' Defense Committee is meeting weekly. They can be reached at: (212) 732-3860. 

As I was walking along a street on the parade route, a pig noticed a placard in my hand 
that expressed an anti-war sentiment- He grabbed the placard and tore it in half. Nothing 
like "freedom of speech" Jo the Amerikkkan Empire.) 
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IN TOMPKINS SQ. PARK 
By A. Kronstadt 

Mayday 1991 was a showcase of the Lower East Side radical culture which the rulers of 
New York City know that they must destroy by any means necessary. There was the show 

itself, a relentless assault on the complacent amerikan mind, an anti-spectacle cutting 

through the nteanness, narrowness, and mechanical ugliness of yuppie New York. There 
was the determination of the organizers of the show in the face of an endless stream of 
bureaucratic chickenshit, threats, and dirty tricks. Finally, and most important, there was 
the crowd of Lower East Side rebels giving the finger to the New World Order and dancing 
on the corpse of a bankrupt civilization. Dinkins, the landlords, the police brass-all the 
little mediocrities that depend on people's apathy and insecurity and isolation for their 
power-all saw the future catching up with them on Mayday. This was what they were · 

coming after on June 3, with their bulldozers and fences and hundreds of cops, and this is 
what they will fail to destroy because this is the future. 

The city tried every possible bureaucratic means to stop Mayday 1991 from happening. 
Bureaucrats always assume that everyone is a coward, and sometimes they are wrong. 

Patrick Epstein, a small woman with a big badge around her neck, was the Parks 
Department's bulldog. First she told Mayday organizers that no more concerts were 
permitted in Tompkins Square Park "because they have riots there". A call from our 

attorney Stanley Cohen and this changed to "yes-you-can-have-your-concert-but-only-until­

six-and-only-four-hours-of-amplilied-music-and-1-Patrick-Epstein-will-be-there-all-day­
watching-every-move-you-make". Every day she would come up with some other stupid rule 
which was supposed to be ironclad, all of which would turn out to be impotent bullying and 
hot air. "I used to be a hippie too, once-/ understand'', she said to concert organizer Lori 

Rizzo. Ms. Epstein didn't understand. On the day of the concert she told the stage manager 
that she couldn' t put anything over the Parks Department leaf logo on the bandshell. She 

was promptly told that it was our fucking park and the leaf wasn' t holy to us. The leaf was 
covered with a banner that said "Unite to Fight", and stayed that way all Mayday. We were 

told that we couldn't sell anything, not even constitutionally protected T-shirts and 
buttons. We went on selling. We were told that we couldn't smoke pot, and we went on 
toking. You get as much freedom as you take. The little wind-up lady, as our attorney 
dubbed her, went on bustling around yelling and threatening and telling us that things 

would gff badly for us. The show went on, seamlessly and splendidly. 

The fi rst act (where else but in Tompkins Square Park) was J apanese anarchist jazz 
saxophonist Masa. The show shifted efficiently from the hardcore False Prophets and 
Yuppicide to poets Allen Ginsberg and Pat Storm, to outlaw folk singer Steve WitL The 
lead singer of squatter .band Banji broke another park rule when he shed everything but 
his leather bikini and shook his stuff on stage (one more demerit from Ms. Epstein). Baby 
Monroe and Spy vs. Spy closed the show, just like last year. Concert organizer and Mayday 
29 defendant Lori Rizzo stated: "I thought that the Mayday show this year proved our 

innocence of the Mayday 1990 riot because everything was the same as last year, same 
band on stage, many of the same people on stage dancing, even the same song. The only 
difference was that there weren't any cops. No cops, no riots." The concert ended peacefully, 
and was followed by a metal jam with dozens of crazy Lower East Side people banging with 
sticks on huge hunks of metal and j oint coin pound buckets until the cacophony settled int, 
a strange accidentally-on-purpose harmony. A ritual of the Tompkins Square tribe-our war 

drums sounding the call to battle the New World Order. Patrick Epstein, when approached 
by the author of this article and asked "this isn't so bad is it?" replied ••Do you mean 

aesthetically, or in terms of regulations?" Give me a break! 

A friend of ours bad a date with her parole officer in the Federal Building a few days 
before the Mayday concert In the hallway, she saw a bunch of G-men poring over a 
Mayday concert poster and talking about a big sweep coming in Tompkins Square Park. 

The NYPD and the Feds regard our concerts perhaps a lot more seriously than we do. To 
us they are fun, friendship, relaxation. To them, they are subversion, ·danger, a threat to 

the stinking AmeriKKKan way of life. That is why they want to wreck the TSP bandshell; 
that is why they were planning to destroy our park long before the Memorial Day riot, 

which was only a (somewhat too) convenient excuse. We can't let them do it. On to Mayday 
1992. "",I ln ♦ holP f'nr<><;: for thP DemoKKKratic national convention. 
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PARKEES HASSLE THE SHOW, COPS 11ENDORSE11 IT 
By Pete Mastrangelo (of RAR) 

Yes, people, Rock Against Racism did indeed hold its 13th annual free concert on May 
5th in Union Square. Last year, it was in City Hall Plaza and for eleven years before that in 
the Central Park Bandshell. 

Why the change in location? It's simple: the Parks Department people claim control 
over the sound system in Central Park. In fact, only their equipment and engineer are to 
be used. So, basically, we told them to eat shit and they told us to get out! 

RAR sued the City in a local Federal Court in the mid-80's. And we won! No longer 
would our permit be denied and our hours shortened. Federal Judge Haight also added to 
the decision that the City had to provide a free sound system and personnel. While this is 
good for most organizations, it is not for RAR, which has its own equipment and people. 
Judge Haight also stated that the Police and Parks Enforcement people cannot interfere 
with the sound. 

The City appealed this last part of the decision to the U.S. Supreme Court in 1989. 
And guess what? They won. That's right -- now they control the whole thing. So, it's 
either Central Park with their hands on the controls or fi nd another place. And that's how 
we got to this year. 

UNION SQUARE IN '91 
Actually, we put on two events the same weeken4 starting in City Hall Plaza on the 

afternoon of May 3rd, as a protest for being kicked out of Central Park, and the main event 
in Union Square on May 5th. 

The weather was exceptional, the music great, and the speakers thought provoking. 
Frank Morales, a familiar Lower East Side activist, was the emcee, discussing police 
violence as well as singing and playing guitar with his band, Cult of Rage. 

Professor Louie and his percussionist did their school of hard knocks rap approach to 
life in the Big City. In addition were Garrick Beck of the New York Rainbow Family, and 
Normal Siegel of the New York Civil Liberties Union. 

DHORUBAAND DACAJAWEIH 
Two strong word-throwers, former Black Panther Dhoruba-Bin-Wahad and Native 

American Indian activist Dacajaweih were the highlighted speakers. 
Dhoruba suggested that we form a People's Convention in the summer of '92 and 

march on the Jacob Javitts Center where the Democratic Party is having it's convention. 
He suggested that since the building is a "glass house", we should each bring a brick and 
cast our vote for justice. 

Dacajaweih reminded us that the Indians of the Americas are still the most heavily 
oppressed minority. He was one of the organizers of the Attica Prison_ uprising in 1971 at 
the age of 19. (By the way, folks, September will be the 20th anniversary of this prisoners' 
revolt and slaughter by the New York State Police.) (When we spoke afterwards with him, 
he wanted to know if the audience's non-reaction was a sign of "denial". If anyone has 
something to say about this, we'd like to hear it, please ... ) .. 

The Reggae Scene was well represented by Jab Levi and Higher Reasoning, while the 
Black Rock Coalition Band, and Shock Council, blew everyone away with some heavy duty 
psychedelic rock. · 

But like every RAR concert, there is always a hassle with the so-called "author.ities". 
This year, the cops were mellow and the parkees were the heavies. In spite of hard-hitting 
raps against police brutality (the concert's theme) by several speakers, and former 
Tompkins Square Park resident-poet Pat Storm's anti-cop poetry "PIGMAN", about "blue­
skinned Nazis", the cops didn't bother a soul. In fact, they were the ones to get us an 
extension of the time permit. 

TIME EXTENSIONS 
It started like this: An RAR staffer had arranged with a Lt. Caruso to get an hour and a 

half more time. But the Park Director of Special Events, Ms. Patrick Epstein, said 
absolutely not. She insisted that she didn't have the authority to give it. 

See ROCK AGAINST RACISM on Page 18 
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Jerry the Peddler, a spokesperson for the Pot Parade who began working on it back in 
1975 says, 'We need to get the state to legalize pot before the federal government will. The 
state has the right to legalize up to around a half pound of hemp. We want to see it 

legalized as a cash crop for farmers. Hemp can save the American farm. Hemp, as a 
fiber, can make linen, cotton, flax and other cloths, only more cheaply and soundly. There 
is no motor oil that can't be made from the hem,p seed through bio-mass conversion. The 
hemp seed is the second highest source of seed protein on the planet. Only the soybean 
has more protein." 

At noon on May 4th, in Washington Square Park, a bright, warm, spring day, legendary 
Lower East Side musician David Peel began to entertain the crowd with his songs and 
hippie-style banter. The sound truck was about an hour late when it showed up at 1:00 PM 
(so what else is new?). As things got started at the sound truck, David Peel and the Lower 
East Side got the crowd going with pot anthems like ''Have a Marijuana" and ''The Pope 
Smokes Dope". Next to play were Moogy and the Rhythm Kings, with Dylan's "Maggie's 
Farm", and "Only The Outlaws Are Free". At a certain point in the set, drummers were 

switched, and tht new guy at the skins looked a lot like Anthony Michael Hall, movie star 

of such films as "Edward Scissorhands" and "Breakfast Club" (remember the scene in that 
film where all the bratpack stars smoked joints and had a good time?). Finishing the set 
with a kickass blues, "Hoochie Koochie Man", the crowd had grown from a few hundred 
people to well over a thousand. 

Next up were "Exit #5", a psychedelic rock and roll band that really got the crowd 
goina- "Original Formula", who were to play at the Memorial Day Concert at TSP only a 
few weeks later, were on next. With a female singer in the Joplin mode, they rocked the 

crowd. Even Richie Havens rode up on his bike and spoke, making some impressive points 
for the legalization of pot. Unfortunately, the Woodstock legend did not sing any songs. 

Other speakers included local activist Laurie Rizzo; "Iternity" from the TSP Rasta 
community; representatives from NORML; a speaker for the "Fully Informed Jury 

Amendment", which means deciding the guilt or innocence of a defendant by voting with . 
your conscience, regardless of what the "Jaw" says; and the Vice-Presidential candidate of 
the Libertarian Party, who said he wants all drugs legalized. 

· Loose joints were freely passed· out and smoked in the park in front of cops, both in 

uniform and plainclothes. This was part of over a half pounds' worth of joints that were 
passed out over the course of the day. Not one bust. The pigs die! not move against or 
arrest anyone, anywhere, on that day. · 

When asked why the pigs didn't move against anyone (as they usually do), Jerry The 

Peddler said, "Last year, the undercovers came in and started busting people and walking 
them out of the crowd. They did this about five or six times. Then someone grabbed the 

mike on stage while Moogy's band Was playing. They pointed out the undercovers to the 

crowd and asked that people un--arrest their brothers and sisters, which the crowd 
promptly did. The undercovers were roughed up and ran out of the crowd before they got 
hurt." Jerry continued, ''There were no more busts that day because people stood united 
and on-arrested their friends. I guess the cops remembered that and didn't want to see it 

happen again this year." 
When the Pot Parade finally marched up Sth Avenue around 3:00 PM, about 750 

people joined in the pilgrimage to Sheep's Meadow in Central Park. However, due to an 
extra large police presence following alongside and behind them, the people were forced to 

march on the sidewalk the whole time. During the march, one pig made the mistake of 
trying to bust someone, but he let the man go when the marchers expressed their anger. 
Chants on the march included, "Free the Heads, Jail the Feds." Jerry The Peddler says, 
'We want the prosecutors, cops, judges, etc •.•• to serve as much time in prison as the 

people they?ve jailed for pot." When asked about people jailed for other drugs, Jerry said, 

''Because of a split within the coalition, the Sth Avenue Pot Parade has no stand on any 
drug but pot." 

The march got to Sheep's Meadow at about S:00 PM. The traditional mass fence 

jumping, done by hundreds of marchers, was met by hundreds of other ~pie who were 
already in the Park and waiting for the goodies to arrive. As hundreds ran to the middle of 
the lush grassy field, hundreds more came from within the Park, ~nd a loud cheer went up 
as they all came together in the middle. A large cloud of marijuana smoke soon rose from 

within the crowd as 3 ounces worth of joints were tossed into the mass as people began to 
pull out their own stashes and toke up. 

David Peel & his sidekick, Greg, sang again. Channel 11 showed up with a news crew 
& covered it. The police watched from outside the fence and made no attempt to interrupt 

the Rainbow-style pot party. As dusk came, someone built a bonfire and people continued 

partying and singing around the bonfire. By 8:00 PM, the pigs finally came in and politely 
asked what time the party would be over. ''Around 10 PM", said the Peddler. And so it 
was, that the Sth Avenue Pot Parade bad finished up yet another great party. 

When asked who works on and comes to the Pot Parades, the Peddler said, "It's a loose 
connection of people who've worked on it since the late 70's. People like Jon Squat, and 
Burning Issues, a New Jersey underground news letter for pot reform. They've supported 
the Pot Parade for years. Who comes to the event? Gosh, it's a variety of people. People 

who are angry that their rights have been taken away. People who come to get their 

brothers and sisters out of jail. People who want the legal right to, grow pot. And, ob yes; , 
people who come to party and have a ~ ~ ole' time!" •~ ' ), 
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THE OTHER' 'POT PARADE" FLOPS!! 
By A. Kronstadt 

The most obvious problem with the "other• pot parade held on May 18 was that 
It wasn't really about marijuana. The leaflet which advertised It did not mention the 
word marijuana once. It contained a lot of valuable Information about the marijuana 
plant as a r~newable resource In terms of energy and clothing and edible oll and 
had little pictures of marijuana leaves all over It, but there was no way that anyone 
who was not already familiar with the subject would know that hemp and marijuana 
were the same plant. Another leaflet put out by the organizers of that event had a 
picture of the acid-rain damaged statue of George Washington on the Washington 
Square arch. It said, "Acid Rain Is Unpatriotic", and Informed the reader that If . 
hemp were used as fuel Instead of petroleum, there would be no acid rain and the 
statue of the noted slaveholder would not be In such bad shape. Once again, 
factually correct but fuzzy and unexciting, like the author of these leaflets and 
sponsor of the demo, Dana Irwin Beal. Beal, for some reason, no longer likes to 
talk about marijuana as a source of pleasure. Everybody who marches for the right 
to grow and smoke marijuana (hemp) does so because they like to get high, not 
because a statue of the old bigot whom we call the Father of Our Country Is rotting 
away. 

The fuzzy, unexciting leaflets may be one reason for the small turnout at the 
event, which was actually supposed to be a convergence of marches starting, 
respectively, at Congressman Charles Rangel's office In Harlem, at Gracie 
Mansion, and at the Partnership for a Drug Free America at 666 Third Avenue. Only 
the last rally actually took place, and It attracted about 200 people. The most 
Interesting speaker was a Stamford University lecturer who had been suspended 
from his Job after writing a letter to drug czar Bob Martinez. The lecturer told the 
top drug cop that he advised his students to keep an open mind about mlnd­
alterlng substances, that he carried such substances around In his knapsack, and 
that the drug czar should stick his drug war somewhere. A fair amount of pot was 
smoked at the rally right under the noses of the cops. It was supplied by Individual · 
participants, not by the organizers, who, unlike the Fifth Avenue Pot Parade, did 
not come with a single Joint. · 

The march then proceeded over to Fifth Avenue and down to Washington 
Square Park for a long blab-athon hosted by Beal and featuring ninety percent 
white male speakers and performers. There was very little talk about pot as a tool 
of pleasure, only about how goo~ It Is for terminally Ill cancer patients and 
glaucoma sufferers. (Dana, how sick do we have to be before we get a Joint?) 
There were a couple of good speeches, though. Ed Rosenthal of High Times was 
there, as well as Attica Brother Dacajewalah, speaking about the war on drugs as a 
war on the poor and people of color. Lots of Interesting pot literature was passed 
around, Including something put out by the Green Panthers called the 

· • Revolutionary Toker" (a hilarious take-off on the RCP's party rag "Revolutionary 
Worker"). 
At one point, Beal tried to solicit contributions under the guise of collecting funds 
for AIDS research In order to cover the costs of his massive advertising campaign 
for this non-event. In spite of advertising In High Times, the VIiiage Voice and 
hiring people to poster neighborhoods, the number of people that showed up 
couldn't compare to the huge numbers that came for the Fifth Avenue Pot Parade, 
which was advertised mostly through word of mouth. Obviously, the .people know 
the real deal and they know.~e JQ g~re1l,,RQt,w.hen ~y•,vt~. 1!11 • • ••·• • , 

We have to·can this ~~~bt'a' P.Oi'~ti~·~ut";J.,~' taJk~tJ>ot",'E>•~e. 
Our SHADOW pot parade crftfo·rate&ftila one--at-2 on (r,acale.of. S-~•· :-.•. ,~ .. -. _•, 
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PARKS COJVIMITTEE,GRIL~S DINKINS 
LACKEY OVER PARK CLOSING 

By Chris Flash 
On the evening of June 3rd, as the occupying army of cops maintained their positions 

around the park, Dinkins flack catcher Michael Kharfen attended the previously-scheduled 
Parks Committee meeting of Community Board Three (CB3). Also present were 
representatives of local el~ted officials, •including Liz Rubin for Assemblyman Steven 
Sanders, who was behind the effort to have the park closed, and CB3 members (Sandy 
Anderson, Eva Lee, Rob Schoenboen, Rick Carman, Addie Norman, Donna Ellabee, 
Charles Crespo) and City Councilwoman Miriam Friedlander. Kharfen and Rubin were 
the only voices trying to justify the closing of the park, and they were clearly outnumbered 
by the angry CB3 members and residents in the audience. 

Kharfen claimed that the current "reconstruction plan" is "based on a plan developed 
in 1983 with the community board". He neglected to add that these plans were also rejected 
by CB3 and the people of Tompkins Square. He said that while there would be no removal 
of trees, walkways would be reconstructed and the bandshell would be removed and 
replaced with a mobile stage with a self-contained sound system. He also claimed that the 
funds for this project were "already in the city's capital budget", and "no other projects will 
be affected". Inc~ibly, he added that the park was closed "not to remove (homeless) 
people, but strictly to provide them with outreach services"!! He also said he had been in 
Tompkins Square Park over the weekend in order "to discuss improving the situation". 

Kharfen avoided answering a question on whether the community had been consulted 
about the park closing, prefering to insist that the city was not eliminating park benches, 
"merely replacing them". When pressed, he admitted there was no formal notice given to 
CB3, but that he had informal discussions over a period of several years with members of 
CB3. (He neglec~ to say which CB3 members!!) 

Friedlander said she requested a meeting with the mayor's office about the park a 
month earlier regarding homeless in the park, but got no response, so it must be the 
administration's policy not to respond to elected ,officials. She said that the city avoided 
them for a week when she knew a new policy was about to be enacted in the park. Charles 
Lai, representing Borough President Ruth Messinger, said she was not appraised of the 
developments in the park, and that Messinger was outraged. 

Liz Rubin, representing Assemblyman Steven Sanders, tried to defend Sanders' efforts 
to close the park. She said that Sanders "requested S-6 weeks ago that the park be shut 
down or curfewed", and she added "if this was soley an issue of homelessness, I don't _think 
this would have to happen, but as you all are aware, there have been riots in the park". She 
also said Sanders had met with community groups and decided that "this is the only way 
we can see right now to request that the park be returned to the people". This last remark 
was met with a loud uproar by angry residents, but she could only respond by making faces 
as though they were crazy·for not agreeing with her. (She also neglected to say which 
"community groups" Sanders had met with!!) · 

Responding to additional questions, Kharfen told the residents "the construction 
period will last a little over a year". (The next day, city lawyers raised the estimate to 18-24 
months). He.also claimed that the decision to close the.park for demolition was made after 
he and Deputy Mayor Bill Lynch met with the homeless in the park the night before. This 
was met with another uproar. Shortly afterward, Kharfen and Rubin left the meeting 
together. (Outside the building were two uniformed cops and a car containing four · 
plainclothed cops.) 

COMMUNITY BOARD 3 ·PASSES 
RESOLUTION ·TO REOPEN THE PARK 

By Stuart Frankel 
Community Board 3 held its last meeting .of the season on June 18, under the watchful 

eyes of dozens of cops inside and outside. Not surprisingly, the major topic was Tompkins 
Square Park. The room was packed with spectators, some 30 of whom spoke at the public 
session which began the meeting. The spe~kers ranged from anarchists to property owners, 
from parents whose kids use the playgrounds to people who just want to walk down the 
street without getting hassled by the cops. The Reverend Taylor Field read a statement 
from three local pastors; other community organizations, such as the Lower East Side 
Catholic Area Conference, Met Council, and Cooper Square, sent representatives. Except 
for a very few people who were there for other matters, everyone spoke in opposition to the 
closing of the park and the oppressive police presence in the neighborhood. 

City council representative Miriam Friedlander said that she had repeatedly tried to 
set up meetings with the mayor's office and the parks department on. the park, and was 
repeatedly refused. Alberto Kappas and Antonio Pagan sent letters announcing their 
resignations. Robert Caballero and Howard Hemsley had previously resigned. The 
remaining right-wingers on the board, such as landlord Krystyna PiorKOWska and Phil 
LaLumia are becoming increasingly marginalized. 

Paul Castrucci, an architect who had inspected the park armed with a court order, 
reported that prior to the demolition, the park had been in "good to excellent condition." 
Furthermore, the city had not conducted a normal demolition, but had vandalized the 
park, breaking off a comer of a chess table here, kicking out a bench slat there, 
presumably in order to render any "stop work" order moot. The expensive antique wrought­

iron fences, now destroyed, had been in excellent shape; the benches and asphalt, now 
destroyed, were refurbished just last year. The city is not, Castrucci concluded, conducting 
a "renovation in kind," but is attempting to change the use pattern of the park. 

Lori Rizzo pointed out that board chair Rick Carman had sent a letter to the mayor to 
protest the park's closing. Carman wrote that the city should take "immediate action ... to 
correct ... the illegal occupancy of city-owned buildings scheduled for development by 
Community Board #3 for permanent low and moderate income housing." CB3 has 
scheduled ALL the city-owned buildings in the area for such ·development, most of which 
are currently occupied by squatters and homesteaders. Many people in the community 
believe that a few abandoned buildings should be opened to provide immediate shelter that 
the homeless could then renovate, but CB3 has its own agenda for those buildings. If the 
board ever gets around to acting on its desire for squatters' buildings, it too will have to 
use paramilitary force in order to evict the people living there, creating even more 
homeless people. 

The board passed a series of resolutions overwhelmingly. These called for adherence to 
the park plan drawn up by the community in 1988 which kept the park open during 
renovations and included repairing the bandshell nither than demolishing it, consultation 
with the board in the future, and development of a plan for the needs of the homeless. 
Krystyna PiorKOWska was the only one to speak against any of these. She said that the 
homeless in the park had refused assistance and were therefore homeless by choice . . 

In rebuttal, anti-squatter board member Frances Golden said that the city had failed 
its most needy dtizens, and that if the city ·were unwilling to provide permanent housing, it 
should at least provide toilets,-showers, and some kind of shelter. The applause that 
greeted her statement, and similar statements by board members from all over the 

poli.tical map, showed that, at least on this one issue, and contrary, to nearly all th.e reports 
in th~ 111ajor medi~, it is ~he gentrifie~ !)Ot tti~ _ab'a~bi.s'tS; '~~d'repn;sent the lun;-tic '. 1 

fringe. ..: .. • •····· ... . ...... .. ·.· .· ... · . . ·.·.-.-•. .• · • ·· ~ ___ .-. · 

DINKINS LACKEYS APPEAR 
' The highlight of the meeting was the late appearance by Deputy Mayor Bill Lynch, who 

steamed in a little before 10 PM, with Michael Kharfen, head of the mayor's Community 
Assistance Unit, in tow. Kharfen didn't speak, although he had scheduled a meeting with 
some CB3 members for later that week. (At that meeting on the following Thursday, he 
accepted a two-page list of questions, and promised he would respond in writing to the 
questions that he thought were acceptable. Another meeting was not scheduled. Some 
members of the board feel that it is important to keep meeting so that the mayor's office 
doesn't railroad the community. Other members point out that the mayor's office is 
railroading the community anyway.) 

Lynch started by saying that he didn' t want anything to be misconstrued, that he took 
full responsibility for the decision to close the park. Later he switched that to "full 
responsibility for the RECOMMENDATWN to close the park." When the board presented 
him with a copy of the resolutions they had passed, the "full 
responsibility" somehow evaporated, and Lynch said he would take the resolutions back to 
the mayor's office. 

After several board members gave Lynch a dressing down, CB3 chair Rick Carmen 
allowed a very few members of the public to speak. A homeless man said that Lynch bad 
come to the park to listen to them, but that he betrayed them. Lynch said that he hadn't 
promised them anything. Another homeless man, Dave Tompkins, said that be felt 
insulted that Lynch had appealed to him on the basis of their common skin color. 

Eric Rassi then asked abou.t a meeting that he and many others had held with Lynch in 
December, 1989 (Dinkins was borough president then). They had suggested that the 
homeless encampments be limited to one or two inconspicuous areas in the park and that 
one abandoned building be opened for the homeless to renovate .. At the time, Lynch had 
responded favorably to this plan, and Rassi asked Lynch what had happened. 

Lynch responded that "forces in the neighborhood" caused the plan to be abandoned. 
He refused to specify what these mysterious "forces" were. They could not have been the 
"anarchists" demonized in the major media, since anarch'ists were instrumental in drawing 
the plan up. These "forces" therefore must be either gentrifiers or Martians. It is 

. interesting that the city wastes millions of dollars (this is OUR money they are using) on a 
military occupation in order to bulldoze over the nearly universal objections of a · 
neighborhood --all on behalf of mysterious "forces." Whatever these "forces" are, they ·seem 

to be what determines city policy. Anybody seen any UFOs recently? 
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MICHAEL KHARFEN (LEFT) AND BILL LYNCH (RIGHT) DO 
A GREAT JOB OF PLAYING DUMB AT COMMUNI1Y BOARD 
MEETING--6/18/91 

DEPUTY MAYOR TAKES THE HEAT 
FOR .MAYOR DINKINS AT 
COMMUNITY BOARD 3 MEETING 

By Nashua 

(Deputy Mayor BIii Lynch arrived three hours late into Community Board 
Three's meeting on June 18th, and he missed most of the angry speech making. 
But he couldn't avoid the questions of Board members. 

The following are e~cerpts from Bill Lynch's grilling by. CB#3. Antonio Pagan, 
Howard Hemsley and Roberto Caballero, members of the Board and supporters of 
the closing of tompklns Square Park, all submitted their resignations from CB#3 
that night and didn't attend the meeting. The only vocal supporter of the City's 
action present at the meeting was landlord Krystina PiorKOWska and she 
remained silent during the questioning of Lynch.) 

LYNCH: The question as I understood it; why wasn't the community and elected officials 
from the community informed? 

It was the decision at City Hall that we were going to move foiward with this action 
after we had had consultation with elected officials, taken in their suggestions, evaluated 

· the situation. It was our feeling that, it was the feeling of myself and other members of the 
Mayor's cabinet, that we would move foiward without consultation of the Community 
Board to close out. We wanted to try to,minimize any kind of confrontation or violence on 
this issue. That's why we did it. 

(At this point Lynch was informed that the Community Board had passed a far-reaching 
motion condemning the Police and City administration for sowing division in the 
community to justify closing Tompkins Square Park. Lynch seemed shocked by the news 
and stuttered out the following reply): 

LYNCH: What we will do with it, you will give me a copy of the resolution, I'll make sure 
that that resolution is shared with the Mayor. We're not prepared to comment other than 
the resolution will be entertained by City Hall at this time. 

QUESTION: When will the Park be opened? 
LYNCH: That section of the Park that is closed now, the projected time for reopening will 
be next season ... (boos and jeers from the public). When I say season, I'm talking about 
next summer. If will be one year from now before that portion of the Park ... (interrupted 
by angry comments), the summer of '92. 

QUESTION: Whose peeds are you serving by closing this Park without <flaving heard from 
anyone who is for the closing of this Park, I would really like to know who brought this 
thing up. It certainly was not our community that wanted this Park closed; (clapping) 
Second ... It's my understanding that you don't even have a contractor. 
LYNCH: Let m~ say this, I can answer your first question quicker. We do have a 

iii 
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contracJOl",,we ,af«t m.cwih&,''fprwtird With the ~e.npvations: .W~ ,do nave -a contractor: ·, ••• ; .• \ ' ❖ : 
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By RO~ALD L. KUBY and WILLIAM M. KUNSTLER (Attorneys-At-Law) 

It feels like you have Tourett's Syndrome. You are walking dow·n the street in the 
Occupied Lower East Side and see a group of cops eating pizza and whistling at women, 
tying up the pay phones while sitting atop their illegally-parked cars. Suddenly you start 
screaming abuse -- "fat pigs -- keep stuffing your fat pig faces," "hey, look at the dwarf pig 
with a slice as big as his head," "hey fat pig, how about a foot race to settle this?" If you are 
Irish, strings of Gaelic invective and old rebel songs rise from your subconscious. If you are 
Italian, long-forgotten gestures, translated as "your grandmother was a bearded pig" -- twist 
their way into your hands. From Spanish to Polish, a mosaic of invective greets the 
occupiers. It's a little scary -- you've never been out of control like this. You've never 
conducted political debate on the crude level of personal insult and ad hominem attack 
(well, usually not). What is happening? 

Making an occupier feel hated and isolated is a _ tactic as old as history. It is a form of 
low intensity resistance designed to make the lives of the occupiers as miserable as ~ible. 
It is an exception to the general rule of "do not talk to the police." For those who engage in 
this type of resistance, a review of applicable legal consequences is in order. 

The good news is that you can say almost anything you want to the cops in face-to-face 
confrontations. In the past two years, the courts in New York have broadened free speech 
by declaring part of the disorderly conduct law unconstitutional and restricting the scope of 
the harassment law. The bad news is that the cops may not know this. All the more reason 
to go into confrontations armed with your copy of the SHADOW! 

The constitutional background to making the Lower East Side the world's largest open 
air insult-a-cop pavilion is complicated. So pay attention. · 

As most people know, the First Amendment to the Constitution generally works to 
prevent government-imposed restrictions on the content of speech. (Technically, the ·First 
Amendment protections only restrict the federal government. Protection from interference 
by state and local governments comes from incorporation of the First Amendment into the 
Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, for you constitutional nit-pickers). 
Protection is particularly great in the area known as "pure speech" -- words. 

There are a number of exceptions to this First Amendment protection. One of them is 
known as the "fighting words" exception. These are words which, "by their utterance alone, 
inflict injury or tend naturally to evoke immediate violence or other breach of the peace .... " 
Personal abuse, delivered in face-to-face confrontations, has often fallen within this 
exception. Hence, persons were prosecuted for calling police officers a "fucking asshole," 
"stupid bastard," and "son of a bitch." (Gulp!). Demonstrators were prosecuted under New. 
York's harassment law, a set of broadly-worded statutes that prohibited a person, in a 
public place, from using "abusive or obscene language, or mak[ing] an obscene gesture," 
when done with the purpose to "harass" or "annoy". 

Now, this is where _it gets tricky. Legislatures are allowed to pass Jaws that criminalize 
the use of "fighting words" under circumstances where there is an imminent fear of 
violence. But if they choose to do so, the laws must be drawn very narrowly and very 
specifically, so as not to infringe upon constitutionallf protected speech. If the law is 
written too broadly, the courts will find it unconstitutional. This is true even if the law 
could have been written more narrowly, and could have been applied to your conduct. 

For example, pretend the State legislature passed a law making it a misdemeanor for 
anyone, in a public place, to say anything that would reasonably tend to hurt the feelings of 
a police officer. Now pretend you come along and start to scream personal insults at an 

' officer, making profane references to his ancestry, family, and probable sex habits. You are 

then prosecuted for violating the "hurt feelings" iaw. The New York Courts would 
undoubtedly declare the "hurt feelings" law unconstitutional on the ground that it is too 
broad. You would walk away free, even_ though the Legislature could have passed a 
narrower Ia~ that could have prohibited some of the things that you said. That is what 
happened with a portion of New York's harassment Jaw. 

On December 19, 1989, the New York Court of Appeals (the highest court in New 
Yor~ State) decided the case of People v. Dietze, 75 N.Y.2d 47,550 N.Y.S.2d 595 (1989). 
In Dietze, the defendant called a mentally-retarded woman a "bitch" and her mentally 
retarded son a "dog". The defendant threatened to "beat the crap out of [her] some day or 
night on the street." 

The Dietze Court found that the harassment statute, -criminalizing all "abusive" 
langµage when utt~red with an intent to "annoy," intruded too greatly into constitutionally 
protected areas of free speech. The Court found that speech is "often 'abusive' -- even 
vulgar, derisive and provocative -- and yet it is still protected .... " The Court went on to 
ho!~ that '[c]asual conversation may well be 'abusive' and intended to •annoy'; so, too, may 
be light-hearted banter or the earnest expression of personal opinion or emotion. But 
unless speech presents a clear and present danger of some serious evil, it may neither be 
forbidden nor penalized." Hear, hear! 

The same thing happened to a part of-New York's disorderly conduct law. In People v. 
Blanchette, 147 Misc.2d 50,554 N.Y.S.2d 388 (City Ct., Jeff. Cty., 1990), the court found 
that Penal Law 240.20, prohibiting using "abusive or obscene language" or making "an 
obscene gesture" in a public place, was unconstitutional, based on Dietz. 

As a result, you are basically free to say anything the Muse moves you to say to the 
occupiers of our neighborhood, with a few qualifications: 

Qualification #1: Threats: Remember in Dietze, the defendant threatened the victim. 
The Court said that there was nothing to indicate the threat was serious, should be taken 
seriously, or was "confirmed by other words or acts showing it was anything other than a 
crude outburst. While genuine threats of physical harm fall within the scope of the statute, 
such an outburst, without more, does not." What separates a "genuine threat" from a 
"crude outburst" is not clear, and speakers should exercise caution in this area. The more 
general and vague the statement, the more likely it is to be protected. Saying "we'll get you 
pigs" ·is probably legal; saying "Officer X, I'll firebomb your home at [address] on Thursday 
at 7:30 when you are at the Suffolk County PBA meeting" is not. In addition, the 
circumstances under which the statement is made are .relevant. That brings us to: _ 

Qualification #2: Riot and Inciting to Riot: Speech that·may otherwise be protected 
may lose its constitutional shield if uttered under certain circumstances. If you are part of a 
group, and some members of that group are behaving in a violent manner, otherwise ' 
protected speech may be prosecuted as riot or inciting to riot. Shouting "death .to the 
occupiers" may be legal when you alone are confronting the cops. The same shout, when · 
accompanied by ten people throwing rocks or bottles, will get you prosecuted. 

Qualification #3: Telephones: As a general rule, a citizen may telephone a public 
servant and lodge a complaint about the manner in which that servant performs his or her 
duties. However, repeated calls after the callee has desired to terminate the discussion, or 
calls punctuated by threats or profane language, can still result in prosecution under the 
harassment law, or worse. This is true whether you actually speak to the person or simply 
leave a message on his or her answering machine. Remember, when .they appear in public, 
police have no privacy interests protecting them from the complaints of the outraged 
community. When they are at home with their families, they do have a protected interest 
shielding them from an incessantly ringing telephone. 

ANY LEGAL QUESTIONS? SEND YOURS TO: DOWN BY LAW, c/o THE SHADOW, P.O. BOX 20298, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10009 
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COP WAT41-1 
street had her blouse pulled up over her head by kops, 
exposing her breasts!! 

A petite woman arrested while on her bicycle at the corner of 
7th Street and Avenue A on June 15th was jumped by a pack 
of uniformed thugs, one of whom grabbed her by the throat 

, and choked her. Inside the paddy wagon where she was 

. , 
· ·• . 

• C. • ~ • 

parishioners before retreating to a nearby paddy wagon to 
hide out from the angry priests and crowd chasing them . 

. Police Chief Walsh later refused to allow the priests to 
identify the kops so they make a citizen's arrest against them. 
Father Pat, one of the priests assaulted, said that 
Cunningham appeared to be drunk!! (Wasn't the riot started 
by a kop assaulting people for drinking?) 

v taken, she was pushed and beaten by a female kop. As a 
result,-her wrist was injured, with ligament and bone damage. 

One of these kops, P.O. Cunningham, physically threatened 
lawyer Stanley Cohen the night before, and ran away after 
refusing to identify himself. 

·~--- ------ ,,--

-

-----~------------------------------
Another woman taken to the 7th precinct that day for 
protesting against the closing of the park received a long gash 
on her hand by a clumsy kop trying to remove the plastic 
cuffs around her wrists with a pair of scissors. 

--------------------

--------------------- -------------------

➔ - --
..:.------

On June 18th, near the corner of 2nd Street and Avenue A, 
two kops (one was P.O. Rafferty of the 9th precinct) grabbed 
two young men who told them to get a real job, or words to 
that effect. One of the men was shoved into a waiting kop car 

,,/'\ where he was punched and beaten in.bis ribs as the kops took 

Four people arrested separately by plainclothes kops in" the 
early morning hours of June 8th on their.ways home, 
including the editor of the SHADOW, were treated to a 24 
hour trip through the system after being charged with 
felonies. They were accused of "stomping" on a parked car. 
Kops told them this was done so they would miss the next 
day's park demonstrations and the War Parade two days 
later. Inside one of the undercover cars was a pile of empty 
beer bottles--(wasn't the riot started by a kop assaulting 

~ him for a ride. Later, they gave him a Desk Appearance · people for drinking?) 
~ Ticket at the 9th precinct and let him go. 
'> -------------- ~----· 

----------------------------
The biggest subject on the minds of the occupation kops isn't 
which Lower East Side restaurant serves the best food. It's 
OVERTIME. Almost every conversation between kops 
overheard by Kap-Watchers has concerned overtime, how 
much they are making, and lots of complaints that they are 
not getting ~ overtime! Pf ~ 

/, 

"' . ::, 
C) 
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Two days later, P.O. Rafferty was at it again, this time 
harassing and threatening a group of young people on the 
sidewalk across from the park on Avenue A. One man who 
asked if they were trying to start another riot was attacked by 
the kops, handcuffed as tightly as the kops could get them, 
and then run to a waiting undercover taxi. He too·was later ----------------------------· 

~ released after being charged with three misdemeanors. Speaking of overtime, kops assigned to June lOth's War 
Parade were pissed off when told by superiors they would 
have to put in 7 hours duty for free and dress up in their best 
uniforms with spit-shined shoes. Those who refused were 
threatened with being docked 5 days pay! It's enough to 
make a kop quit and get a real job! 

------
c;_ 

Well, here we are again! It looks like the koppers got the riot 
they've been looking for on Memorial Day, but this time they -
got much more than they bargained for. Cop Watch 
predicted a kop-induced incident at the May Day concert in 
Tompkins Square Park that would set off a riot that could be 
used as the excuse the kops needed to justify closing the park, 
but we were a little too early! Instead of using their proven 
method of holding back and waiting for protests and tempers 
to die down, the hopelessly outnumbered kops kept trying to 
advance on the protestors, who in turn sent the kops running 
with their tails between their legs under a hall of flying 
bottles. 

After the appropriate slanted mainstream media coverage 
portraying the kops as the victims instead of the instigators, 
they seized the opportunity to invade the park with hundreds 
of kops to evict the homeless from the park a week later and 
close the park indefinitely for "renovations", under a police 
state-style occupation. 
During this latest state of seige, hundreds of helmeted kops 
have been maintaining a 24 hour presence around the fenced 
off park, on roofs of surrounding buildings, supplemented by 
scores of-plainclothes kops who have been seen hanging out 
on corners, sleeping in their cars and drinking beers while on 
duty. (Wasn't the riot started by a kop assaulting people for 
drinking?) 

While most of the uniformed foot kops transplanted here 
from other precincts around the city are mostly ignorant of 
the neighborhood and just maintain their posts, a good 
number of them have been making sexual remarks to women 
passing them on the street, while others have been assaulting 
them outright!! 

Take, for example, big brave Sergeant Colasuonno (Badge 
#537), who attacked a woman on Avenue B on her way to 
the 6th and Avenue B recycling center on Saturday, June 8th, 
tearing her pants off in the process. When he later saw her 
looking for him, accompanied by Police Captain Mansfield, 
Father George Kuhn of nearby St. Brigid's Church and a 
video cameraman, he actually ran down Avenue Band tried 
to hide among a group of kops. The woman had her eye on 
him however, and when she confronted him face to face, 
Colasuonno told her "I did it for your own good. I was saving 
you from yourself'!! 

----------------------------
Two days later, on Monday night, a speeding kop car 
(Number 1019, driven by a cop w_ith Badge #8684) ran a red 
light and hit a woman riding her bike through the intersection 
of Avenue A + 6th Street. Instead of taking statements from . 
witnesses in the cafe on that corner, kops preferred to get 
their story from plainclothes kops coming from Leshko's 
restaurant a block away. Witnesses say the kop driver seemed 
drunk!! (Wasn't the riot started by a kop assaultipg people 

for <kinking?) 
-------------------------------------------····· .. ---------· .... --

In the demonstrations and marches following the kop raid on 
the park, kops have taken great joy in beating female 
participants, just as you'd expect an invading army to do in an 
occupied territory. One woman arrested at Astor Place on 
June 7th was lucky--she was knocked unconcious, so she 
didn't feel the beating by kops who hogtied her and lifted her 
b'y the handcuffs on her wrists into the paddy wagon. Another 
woman arrested on Avenue l3 on June 6th for standing-in the 

This terrorism has not been limited to women and men 
alone. Several young children marching up Avenue B with 
their mothers on the evening of June 7th demanding that the 
park be re-opened were greeted by a blockade of riot kops at 
the corner of 9th Street, one of whom pulled his gun out to 
show the kids he wasn't fooling around! The kids are still 
frightened everytime they see a· kop, sp they've learned a 
valuable lesson! 

Though small parts of the park are open to kids and their 
guardians, kop watch has been told that many kids are too 
afraid to enter the park with armed kops standing by. One 
"'oman, a member of Community Board 3, sitting on a bench, 
saw about 30 kops occupying benches around her, with one 
of them smoking a joint! (Wasn't the riot started by a kop 
assaulting people for drinking?) 

The plainclothes kops have their own agenda too. Not happy 
with merely patrolling the streets around the park, they have 
set their sights on neighborhood activists.they see as "trouble 
makers" organizing against the police state on the Lower East 
Side. 
This is facilitated by the Polaroid photos tacked on the wall 
of the,FEMA bus and THY ("Temporary Headquarters 
Vehicle") at the corner of 10th Street + Avenue A used by 
the kops and other agencies to keep tabs on political activists. 
The piainclothes kops' methods include harrassing, 
intimidating, threatening, assaulting and falsely arresting 
selected targets on trumped-up charges. 

, 

The same kops reported in SHADOW #17 as having 
threatened a neighborhood activist with a wire around. his 
throat after trying to run him over with their taxi (Hack 
#9R50) really outdid themselves on the night of June 7th by 
forcing their way into St. Brigid's Church at 7th Street + 
Avenue B, pushing and beating two priests and a few 

1-~~ '-~$J}~-= 
~ - ~~ 

---------------------------------
Congratulations and a hearty pat on the back to the boys 
from "VOICE OF GOD", who effectively jammed the kop's 
radio transmissions in Manhattan. It's too bad they got caught 
the other day--perhaps they told one too many people about 
their set up. When they get out, maybe they'll come down to 
the Lower East Side and do the same thing for us! · 

The lawsuit brought by P.OJoseph Quinn against the city to 
get Tompkins Square Park cleared of the homeless and 
closed may be a moot issue now, but the case is still to be 
heard on June 25th at 60 Centre Street, room 228. Kop 
Watch hears that Quinn didn't make the last court date 
because he got the measles!! So far, he hasn't blamed the · 
homeless in the park for them!! 

Speaking of lawsuits, attorney Manley conen 1s 
contemplating a class action suit against the police 
department under Section 1983 of the Civil Rights Act to 
stop the campaign of police harrassment and terrorism in our 
neighborhood, and to sue for monetary damages. If you or 
someone you know has been the victim of police threats, 
intimidation, false arrests or violence , please contact the 
SHADOW. All information will be passed on to be added to 
the suit. If you desire, confidentiality is guaranteed!! 

Know Your En~~··· 

~ 

I 
~ 

LIKE BIRD WATCHING, KOP WATCHING CAN BE FUN!! LIKE BIRDS, KOPS HAVE 
DIFFERENT IDENTIFYING FEATURES. HERE'S WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN ORDER TO 
IDENTIFY UNIFORMED KOPS YOU SEE MAKING SEXIST REMARKS, BRUTALIZING 
CIVILIANS, TAKING PAYOFFS, SLEEPING IN THEIR CARS, DRINKING WHILE ON 
DUTY, GRABBING THEIR CROTCHES, EATING DONUTS, ETC: 

0 

<) 

If the kop wears a blue shirt or uniform, their lapel shows 
where they are from-(precinct number, command or 
division initials). If the kop wears a white shirt, the lapel 

~

displays their rank-{one gold bar=Ueutenant; 2 silver 
bars=Captaln; gold oak leaf=Deputy Inspector; silver 

\ , \ · eagle=lnspector; one or more gold stars=Chief). 

0) • All uniformed kops must keep their badge number 
uncovered in order to be read {except when they start 

- • riots). Their badges are silver colored. Sergeants, beside 
T.. ~having three stripes 011 their shoulder, wear gold badges 

(~•~:::l f=\ with a 3 .digit number for easier memorizing. _ 

C I ... All kops in uniform must wear a name plate, \ I ~ regardless of rank, 

)\ 
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Here are photos of just some of the plainclothes kops seen in 
and ar the area of the park since the May Day Con ,. ______________ _ 

f These un<;1ercover cop plates have been seen around the area I 
I of the park since the Memorial Day Riot: I 

2HE-106 2HE-1 16 2HE-166 2HE-168 
I 2HL-111 3HC-573 3HE-294 3HG-510 

' 

3UP-117 4HG-809 4AP-642 4AR-544 
SHE-663 SHG-135 SHL -329 SXX-619 
6AR-970 6HC-896 6HL-748 6JZ-522 

I 6SJ-898 6SR-908 6UY-800 7DK-509(Van) 
I 7HJ-720 7HL-188 7HN-100 7PP-929 'f 

8HC-155 8HC-289 9B2-257 9HK-379 
f 9HK-397 9HN-116 A6S-104 AGL-808 

I APG-700 APM-457 ASG-443 ASM-951 
ASM-934 ASM-953 ASV-251 ATE-736 

I ATE-787 ATK-1n ATK-178 AVE-138 
AVE-190 AVM-sn AVM-584 AVP-337 

f AVR-735 AVU-978 AW-245 AW-284 
AW-988 AW-994 AVW-101 AVW-483 

I AVW-493 AVW-843 AVX-866 AVX-844 
luAVY-500 AVY-709 AVZ-402 AXA-495 
......_ AXB-133 AXB-137 AXC-761 AXJ-336 
~AXV-871 CZS-56A(NJ) DWL-685 FWB-598 
~ FWZ-744 GNS-44D(NJ) IVL-174 IVL-322 
"'IVL-324 IVL -363 IVL-397 IVR-648 

IVS-304 IVW-714 IWB-275 IWB-283 
~ IWE-709 IWM -125 KMW-202 LKG-337 
Z LKG-374 LKH-573 LKN-983 LKP-107 
C( NYH-642 OLW-787 OLW-792 OLW-828 

QG0-683 VPP-531 WKN-657 YCT -459 
Q.. YWK-979 YWK-989 YWK-994 YWU-154 
:I YWV-395 YYA-659 YYE-197 ZMF-518 

1 / 

0 Our Kop Watchers tell us that several marked and 

J unmarked vehicles have been getting vandalized while 
parked around the neighborhood!! 

I Most of these vehicles are driven by plainclothes kops, but 

I sometimes contain uniformed kops or "white shirts" (officers) 
to further help blow their cover. Sometimes they have a . 

f small antenna on the trunk, but they always have four doors 
to facilit_ate arrests. Be aware however that kops are known 

I to sometimes use their personal vehicles with two or four 
doors in order to avoid detection. 

I ----------------------------------------------------------------------
f Here are some of the Hack Numbers from taxis that 

plainclothes kops have been seen driving around the park, 

~

making no effort::
8
:isgu~ise t~em~lves: 

4
~

2 . ;:;; ----. ~--:~- :~; 
n •t~ 9062 9R49 

I \ 9Rso 9Rs4 
In New York, the Hack Number appears on the taxi roof. 

f ;;-~~~h-f~;-~;i~~-~-~~;;~;;-;~i-;-;o catch ~ criminals, 

I like the guy who's been killing all those cabbies and who still 

I hasn't bee-~-~~ght! ________________ _ ----

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

•• 

•• 
•• 
I 

I 
I 
I 

(M . . :::. ::, 

~-------- ~ - ~ 
PUBUC I-IEALTI-\ WARN\N6: ~ 

(~AR.~A(ff INFESTAif◊N/f., 
11-iEY'RE EV ERYWMERE AROUND TOMPKINS SQ. PA~K 

t 

red 

With the growing m,m!Jers of kops in the neighborhood, we · 
need more kop watchers with their note pads and cameras 
handy. Thanks to the increasing number of SHADOW kop 
watchers, the kops can at least be partially exposed. If you 
have any info, stories or photos that you want to see 
published and added to our fi les, please send it all to the 
SHADOW, P.O.Box 20298, New York, N.Y. 10009. 

- -----------------------------------------------------------------· 
•Remember, the best organizers against the growing 

police state are the kops themselves!! ~ 

------------------------------------------------------- ~ ~-----
For a complete listing of undercover kop license plates, 
including taxis, please send $1.00 and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to the SHADOW. ($2.00 without SASE:, 

-
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