


SHADOW #17--(APRIL/MAY 1991)--PAGE 2

SHADOW S TN Er—
o090 0 LONITIL el

WHo AFRAID OF THE DEMOCRATIC ACTION €LUB [E=2=5

TO TEST THEIR EQUIPMENT"--
OR:"ANTONIO PAGAN FOR CITY COUNCIL ?/2/2"

(Plainclothes cop warning SHADOW
editor about upcoming May Day
Concert in Tompkins Square Park-
April 26, 1991)
They're at it again!! The same right wing minority malcontent assholes that brought us

fascist anti-poor and homeless groups like "BASTA" ("Before Another Shelter Tears us
Apart"), and the "Tompkins Square Park Neighborhood Coalition" (TSPNC), both of which
are seeking the removal of homeless and a curfew in the park so that real estate values can

increase and gentrification can continue, have now brought us the "Democratic Action WAN | E D

Club” ("DAC").
FOR CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

When a group of mostly middle class small-time politicians, real estate speculators and
SPECIFICALLY THE POOR AND THE HOMELESS Y

their friends with an eye on getting rich on the collection of Lower East Side properties
and on gaining political power desire to be more influential, more effective in achieving
their goals, they band together and proclaim themselves a political club.

Led by front man Howard Hemsley, co-founder of BASTA, and appointed to
Community Board 3 (CB3) by David Dinkins, the Democratic Action Club’s membership
'}'ncludas several right wing slime who have been exposed on the pages of the SHADOW.
rhey include: Antonio Pagan, founder of BASTA and TSPNC, heads Coalition for Housing
Development which seeks takeover of squatter buildings on East 13th Street, appointed by
David Dinkins to CB3, would-be candidate for city councilman trying to split district,
leading effort to destroy neighborhood garden on East 9th St.+ Avenue C known as "La
Plaza Cultural” to be replaced with alleged adult home tied to the D’Amato/HUD Scandal
(See SHADOW #8, #10, #11, #12, #13, #14); Elizabeth Acevedo, TSPNC member who
joined a letter writing campaign to several newspapers to claim that Tompkins Square
Park is full of "fornicators” and drug users (See SHADOW #14); Susan LeeLike, TSPNC
member, Pagan crony and CB3 groupie, found guilty of fraud in unemployment insurance
scam (See SHADOW #16); Krystyna PiorKOWska, landlord appointed to CB3 by City
Council President Andrew Stein, seeks to get All Craft Center (for drug abuse counseling)
evicted by the city in order for her people to create luxury condos for the wealthy (See
various SHADOWS, including #10); Samuel Turvey, TSPNC co-founder, yuppie developer,
now living in luxury co-op apartment in former low-income building, made possible by
approximately $100,000 profit from sale of condo apartment in low-income building
acquired by developer for $10.00, seeks closing of dog run in the park (See SHADOW #9,
#12, #15); Steven Vincent, TSPNC member, editor of "Lower East Side News", pathetic
"writer” of poison pen articles against area activists, DAC poster boy (See SHADOW #10).
It's been said that "You can’t keep a good crook down"!!

The DAC has been spreading their bullshit through a small ad in Newsday, a full page
in Vincent's newspaper, and by postering leaflets on walls around the neighborhood, which
Steven Vincent, along with PiorKOWska, has admitted to doing, extolling others to join
them at 5:00AM, explaining "It appeals to the youth in you"!! The DAC has met twice so
far, at the Ukranian Club at 122 Second Avenue, home to PiorKOWska's crew. So far, they
are only attracting a handful of like-minded morons, who believe that the best way to deal
with the complicated problems of homelessness and lack of affordable housing is to
remove the homeless from their sight, from the park and streets, and turn over city-owned
buildings to their "housing” groups that will create "market rate” housing, making the DAC
founders filthy rich at the expense of taxpayers.

The DAC is actually an extension of two groups already set up by the same people, the
TSPNC, and the Puerto Rican/ Hispanic Political Council, which was put together by
Pagan, fellow CB3 member Roberto Caballero and gang leader Roberto Napoleon, among
others. This group has the same goals as the others, but has been created as a vehicle to
push for the creation of a "Hispanic" district within the CB3 district when the redrawn city
council districts are selected by the Districting Commission. The DAC is an apparatus for
the political backing of Antonio Pagan as its candidate to represent the "Hispanic" district
they want to create and control. Those who don’t knew better shouldn’t be fooled by their
ethnic labels. True, the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Political Council was created by Hispanics,

‘but the only Hispanics they seek to represent and benefit are themselves and their friends.

‘What low-income Hispanic person could trust the DAC when a tainted real estate

-owner stands up at their meeting and says "we’re always hearing about low income and
working class housing - what about us?", followed by demands to build more housing for
the middle class! What's a person who knows the story of Daniel Rakowitz supposed to
make of a statement like "Those anarchists... they put their girlfriends in blenders and
then call them up in the middle of the night for who knows what!"

Pagan, PiorKOWska and Company are the same gentrifiers who went behind the back
of the community to impose a midnight curfew in Tompkins Square Park. When the
infamous Tompkins Square Park Riot resulted from the pigs’ overreacting to protests
against the curfew, they were the only voices supporting the pigs’ actions.

Pagan has no credibility with other Hispanic groups, due to his strong affiliations with
upscale white landowners. Who is he trying to kid?

CALL TO ACTION!
Join Lower East Side residents in a "Bring back the Lower East
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Side" Rally (to use one of DAC’s slogans) at noon on Tuesday May
7th at City Hall. Let the city know we are a neighborhood, not a

"museum of poverty"

PIGS APPLY PRESSURE IN THE PARK!!

In the past few weeks, since the hiring of 2100 additional cops by the city, Tompkins
Square Park has been the scene of a massive police presence--vans, cars, foot patrols, and
most recently, mounted police and even a kleig light truck and a communications vehicle.
The plainclothes cops from the "Anti-Crime Squad” have also begun hanging around,
harrassing actiwists and making fun of the homeless in the park.

So, what justifies this overkill deployment of troops? Captain Richard Seta of the 9th
precinct says they do this every year around this time, but when pressed, he admits that
it's because of the upcoming anniversary of last year's May Day Pig Riot, which erupted
when cops stormed the stage at the close of a four day concert series in the park. He adds
that he and his men have been assigned to address "quality of life" crimes in the area.

But, there are many underlying factors here. Right wing gentrifiers and slime from
Community Board 3, such as Krystyna PiorKOWska and Antonio Pagan with his
Tompkins Square Park Neighborhood Coalition, have stepped up their campaign to get the
park curfewed or completely closed this summer. They've set up letter writing campaigns
to newspapers, the mayor’s office, local politicians and police precincts, with Pagan even
appearing on an episode of "9 Broadcast Plaza" on channel 9 to further his lies about the
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park. These same people have generated two new groups, the Democratic Action Club and
the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Political Council to use the issue of homelessness in the park to
get their boy Pagan elected to the city council. These people are also allied with frustrated
would-be yuppie Kate Walter’s St. Mark’s 2-3 Block Association, which also seeks to clear
the park and streets of the poor and homeless, employing the same tactics as the other
groups. -

On top of this, the Parks Dep’t is in a precarious position since they failed to sweep the
homeless from the park in March, as they planned to do earlier. Now that the weather is
warmer, the city and police fear the resulting expression of outrage if they move on the
homeless now. The fact is that the majority of the people in the neighborhood, which
includes the activists, support the homeless and their decision to live in the park rather
than the city’s life threatening shelter system. After being pushed from the subways and
bus terminals by transit cops, city parks have become the only option left for them.

Aware of the willingness of people to fight the police to support the homeless, the cops
have resorted to the old tried and true method of "divide and conquer”, setting groups of
homeless against groups of young people hanging out in the park. In the past few weeks,
these kids have been fighting with cops over fire barrels used on cold nights, and this has
pissed off the cops. By threatening the less politically aware homeless encampments with
eviction from the park if they don’t "do something about the activists", and by holding
secret meetings with some encampments, (including one set up by former 9th precinct
commander Michael Julian!!), cops have been trying to increase tension in the park in the
hupetlutbothaﬂu’illﬂ;htandthcuﬂhemwppoﬂfwthe homeless when the cops
come to sweep them out of the park. ;

This strategy almost worked one night at 2:00 in the morning, when a large fight
almost broke out between some park residents and young people near the St. Marx
entrance to the park. Before it went any further, cool heads from both sides prevailed and
chilled everyone out. Suddenly, plainclothes cops swooped down, seeming to come from
nowhere, but unfortunately for them, there were no arrests to be made.

This ploy on the pigs’ part seems to be working only on the homeless that don’t know
the history of the struggles in the park since the August 1988 Pig Riot. There are those in
the park who do know better, and they have been trying to make everyone understand what
is really going on. There are some legitimate gripes against the young people hanging out
in the park, however. Sometimes they are loud and play radios as the park residents try to
sleep, and they often leave a large mess when they leave the park. A lot of activists have
been explaining to the kids what is at stake in the park and have been cleaning up after
them in addition to getting them to pick up after themselves.

So far, everything is still peaceful in the park, but the pigs seem to be repeating their
steps which led to the 1988 riot--an overblown show of force, pushing people from the park,
parking riot vehicles in the park, cops on horseback trotting around, shining kleig lights
on people, harrassing people, etc, :

At this point, it remains to be seen if the cops create an incident during the May Day
Concert in the park on May 1st, using it as an excuse to close or curfew the park, just as
their string-pullers are demanding. Maybe the top cops will use their heads this time and
stay the fuck away!! We doubt it!!

REMEMBER THIS SIMPLE EQUATION:
NO PIGS=NO RIOT!!

EDITORIAL

ASSEMBLYMAN STEVEN SANDERS
REQUESTS PARK CURFEW!!

At the April 23rd Community Board 3 (CB3) meeting, Liz Rubin, representing
New York State Assemblyman Steven Sanders, read a letter to the board from
Sanders that was addressed to Mayor Dinkins, requesting the enactment of
a midnight curfew in Tompkins Square Pai

Claiming that "the park has become a focal point for, and the center of late
night revelry for almost every imaginable social and political group®, and that "the
park has been the site of numerous lllegal activities ptimarily relating to the
trafficking and use of illegal substances®, Sanders |s requesting that the park be
curfewed at midnight, starting before the Memorial Day weekend.

Sanders says in his letter that he is aware this will "resuit in the dislocation of a
number of homeless persons who have used the park as an ‘open air’ sheiter*, but
he covers this with false sympathy for the homeless and adds "In any event, a park
bench is a poor substitute for legitimate city services®. He then deciares that the
city should relocate the homeless of the park "to safe shelter". Obviously, this out-
of-touch asshole doesn’t realize that if the city’s sheilters were safe, the homeless
would not have chosen to live in the park all winter instead!!

Finally, Sanders ends his letter by blaming "the dangerous turmoil which has
occurred In the area” on "hundreds of Iindividuals, most of whom do not live in or
near the community®. He warns that this imaginary threat will cause "the final
destruction of yet another community in our city".

After the letter was read into the record by Rubin, only three CB3 members
applauded pathetically. They were right wing slime and would-be city councliman
Antonio Pagan, right wing slime landholder and Pagan supporter Krystyna
Plorkowska, and CB3 panel member Luis Soler, who Is also a member of Pagan’s
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Council. The lack of response from other CB3 members
prompted one CB3er to comment *What a hollow applausel

it looks like Assemblyman Sanders was put up to writing this letter by the same
assholes who have been trying forever to close the park and gentrify the
neighborhood, like those who applauded his letter on cue. Sanders should stick to
what he does best, whatever that Isll Who the fuck does he think he Is telling us
what's wrong with our neighborhood, and then blaming the politically active and
outside agitators for the problems caused by the government’s actions? if you
object to Assemblyman Sanders’ attempt to close the park, let him know how you
feel in a big wayl! His office address is: 201 East 16th Street, New York, N.Y.
10003. His phone number Is:(212)879-9696, his FAX number |s:(212)979-0594. His
office hours &re 10:00AM-6:00PM. His address in Albany Is: Steven Sanders, 63rd
District, Room 622, Legislative Office Building, Albany, N.Y. 12248, His phone
number there is:(518)455-55086, his FAX number there Is:(518)455-4801.

it's time that someone wakes him up and remind him who he’s dealing with. Let
this asshole know that no two-bit politician is going to get away with kissing the
asses of gentrifiers at our expensel!
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ENGULFS LOWER EAST SIDE -

If two local groups, the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Council and Asian Americans for
Equality (AAFE) have their ways, the Lower East Side will be split. The city council district
now headed by Miriam Friedlander will become two districts. One of the proposed new
districts would be centered near Tompkins Square Park. It would be run by a coalition of
Latinos and conservative Ukrainian and Polish landlords. The other district would be
centered in Chinatown and would also include white, liberal and middle class Battery Park
City.

yA third organization, Lower East Siders for a Multi-racial District (LESMRD), is
opposing the Puerto Rican Council and AAFE plans. The Multi-racial District would keep
the Lower East Side as one complete council district. Proponents of this plan say they want
to unite Asians and Latinos into one voting bloc.

Elaine Chan, a member of the Lower East Side Joint Planning Council (JPC) and
Community Board 3 (CB3), is co-chair of the LESMRD. Chan says her group is also
dedicated to electing Latinos and Asians to the city council, but she cautions against
selecting candidates based solely on their race or ethnicity.

Chan says the ridistricting of the city is about "trying to give people in the district an
opportunity to have a voice and to participate in the political process. And to be able to
have %ome accountability from the candidates."

Roberto Caballero is a founder of the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Council and director of
Pueblo Nuevo, which is a member group in JPC. He is also a protege of Lower East Side
liberals who are now outraged by his refusal to support Miriam Friedlander.

That outrage seems to outline a split in JPC. The SHADOW has in its possession a
January 23, 1991 letter written by Francis Goldin, a local liberal power broker and founder
of the influential Cooper Square Development Committee, to Caballero. Cooper Square is
the group that set the standard in the early 1960’s for the community organizations that
later formed JPC.

Goldin's letter begins by praising Caballero as "an exceptionally gifted and special
young man." The glowing tribute continues, "I watched you grow, develop and mature into
the respected leader you are today. Although you are a leader of us all, you are a special
leader of the Puerto Rican and Hispanic peoples. You are a role model as well as a
respected political force."

But Goldin’s praise of Caballero ends there as she goes on, "It is for all of the above
reasons that I am bewildered by your jeopardizing your reputation and your political future
by joining hands and becoming part of a coalition with one of the most corrupt, criminal,
exposed, degenerate misleaders of the Puerto Rican people -- Roberto Napoleon."

Caballero replied to Goldin’s indictment in a "Dear Francis" letter dated February 2,
1991. In that letter he says, "You and others are entitled to your opinion of Mr. Napoleon
and Mr. Pagan. That is your right. What is not your right is for you or any other non-
Hispanic to tell Hispanics who our leaders should be.

"Regarding your characterization of Mr. Napoleon, I will not dignify it with a reply,
except to say 1 have heard Cooper Square characterized in those very same terms. It all
depends on the eye of the beholder."

Caballero says he supports Community Board 3 member Antonio Pagan’s bid to unseat
18-year veteran council member Miriam Friedlander in next fall’s election.

A politician with a penchant for shark skin suits, Pagan is despised by many in the
community for trying to gain control over several squatter buildings on East 13th Street.
But the pint-sized development czar’s real claim to fame is his support of the 1988 police
rampage near Tompkins Square Park that injured scores of people and led to more than
120 complaints of police brutality.

Antonio Pagan heads another JPC member organization known as Lower East Side
Coalition Housing Development (LESCHD). According to one source within JPC, Pagan’s
group hasn’t sent a representative to a JPC meeting in years, although LESCHD is listed on
JPC letterhead.

ROBERTO NAPOLEON

Roberto Caballero and Antonio Pagan’s new partner is Roberto Napoleon. The man
who Francis Goldin calls "a degenerate" was the subject of a 1985 Village Voice article by
William Bastone. According to Bastone, "Napoleon has been happy to work with Ed Koch
and the most virulent anti-minority forces... to stunt Latin political growth and preserve
white rule."

Bastone writes that in 1976 Napoleon worked on that year’s Puerto Rican Day parade
for Raymon Velez, a corrupt misleader who was responsible for milking the Bronx of
millions in anti-poverty money. Napoleon claimed that $100,000 was stolen from the
parade’s bank accounts, yet nobody was charged with the theft.

ASSEMBLYMAN

SHELDON
SILVER

Napoleon then went into politics for himself, helping to elect Assemblyman Sheldon
Silver -- a symbol of white, racist politics on the Lower East Side. Silver’s base of support
is among the residents of the Grand Street Cooperatives. In 1987, a judge issued a decision
that the Cooperatives were involved in "a pattern of intentional racial discrimination in
allocating apartments in the buildings under their control."

Bastone wrote that Napoleon backed candidates allied with Ed Koch against Miriam
Friedlander in 1982 and 1985. Napoleon also supported City Council President Andrew
Stein in his 1984 bid for the United States Congress. According to Bastone, a month after
the Congressional election, a Napoleon sidekick was hired as a $20,000-a-year "housing
specialist” by Stein, who also appointed another Napoleon ally to Community Board 1.

CHINATOWN

In Chinatown, a number of groups echo Roberto Caballero’s sentiments towards the
creation of two separale C:ty Council districts on the Lower East Side.

LONTROVERSY

FLASH FOTO

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: FRANCIS GOLDIN, DAC CREEP HOWARD
HEMSLEY, ANTONIO PAGAN AT COMMUNITY BOARD 3 MEETING

REDISTRICTING MADNESS:

"LOWER EAST SIDERS FOR A MULTI-RACIAL
DISTRICT" MEETING RAISES MORE QUESTIONS

THAN IT ANSWERS!!
By Chris Flash

In the wake of the demise of the Board of Estimate, which unevenly represented New
York City’s five boroughs, the City Council has now made plans for redrawing the
community board districts for representation on the City Council, increasing the number
of council representatives from 35 to 51.

In response to this opportunity to get their own candidate elected to represent their
redrawn district, three groups have quickly emerged to advance their own plans for
redrawing the Community Board 3 (CB3) district. They each seek to obtain a majority
control on the Lower East Side if their plans are chosen by the Districting Commission.

On April 10, one of these groups, the Lower East Siders for a Multi-Racial District
(LESMRD) held a meeting at the El Bohio Center on East 9th Street to describe the
proposed districts, including their own. Present and running the meeting included several
CB3 members--Carol Watson, Robert Schoenbohn, Elaine Chan, Marguarita Lopez, and
Luis Nieves. (Nieves is well known to SHADOW readers as the subject of several "Sleaze
Factor” articles, and as the guiding force behind the attempted destruction of the
community playground and garden known as "La Plaza Cultural" to make way for an
alleged low-income adult home project that has been tied several times to the Senator
Alphonse D’Amato/HUD scandal. See SHADOWS #8, #10 + #14 for more information.)

According to the LESMRD, the plan presented by Asian Americans For Equality
(AAFE) would create boundaries that divide Asians from Blacks and Latinos, but their
main problem with this was that the new district would result in a 30% White population,
which would give neither group a majority in the area. The LESMRD says that the plan
advanced by the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Council (PR/HC) divides the Hispanic and Black
community from the Asians, and would "need White areas to fill it out", also resulting in a
30% White population. The LESMRD says their plan will create "a true minority" district
"in which minorities make up a majority".

As if on cue, City Councilwoman Miriam Friedlander appeared to assure those
gathered that she "will see to it that districts get minority representation”. This received
polite applause. Little did she realize however, that hostile forces were at work. Once she
left the room, a question and answer session began, with questions submitted to the
LESMRD panel in written form. Some people thought it strange that questions could not
be asked out loud, since the room held less than 50 people. One question asked was
whether Friedlander’s running for re-election would hurt the chances of LESMRD’s
proposed district of passing. The answer was a loud "YES" from Marguarita Lopez, who
said that if Friedlander decided to run, "we’ll have to act” to get a "minority” to represent
their district. Up to this point, it was believed that Asian Americans for Equality was
backing Margaret Chin as the city council member for their district, the Puerto Rican/
Hispanic Council wants Pagan, and the LESMRD was staying with Friedlander, who has
been on the City Council for the past 18 years.

As other questions were unfolded and answered by the panelists, it became clear that
LESMRD’s objective, like that of AAFE and PR/HC, is controlling the increased real estate
value of the Lower East Side in coming years, due to the large number of abandoned city-
owned buildings and vacant lots. The LESMRD panel stated several times that they want a
"minority” to "control the land, housing, politicians and philosophy that we believe in low-
income housing and integration".

The panelists opened and passed over some written questions, claiming that they did
not want to repeat those already asked, yet they repeated a question already asked anyway.
Father George Kuhn, an activist priest from nearby St. Brigid’s church, loudly protested
the censorship of the written questions, including his own question, which was: "Is the fact
that we cannot ask questions an attempt to control this group?” When the panelists
ignored his protests, he angrily walked out of the meeting, declaring "This is a controlled
group", adding "You’ll never learn". Outside the meeting, Shoenbohn told the SHADOW
they were concerned over outbursts and "people who want to confront” rather than attend
the meeting. He justified the method of written questions by saying: "Questions can
become too crazy”.

Later, the SHADOW learned that the group’s real fear was that the microphone would
be taken over by goons sent by Lower East Side gang leader Roberto Napoleon. Napoleon
has joined forces with CB3 members Roberto Caballero and fellow sieaze Antonio Pagan
to create the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Council which has in turn joined forces with ultra
right wing fascist CB3 member and landlord Krystyna Piorkowska’s bloc of Ukranian and
Polish landholders and gentrifiers. They plan to to elect Pagan to the City Council in order
to control the area they have carved out of the old district, and then set their sights on
closing Tompkins Square Park and ridding the area of the poor, homeless and squatters

.*who have stood in the way of increased land values and yuppie developers.- - -+,
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DEMONSTRATORS ATTACKED BY WORKERS’ WORLD PARTY PIGS

AT "ANTI-WAR" DEMO!!

BY A. KRONSTADT

What do you do when a "radical” group which has successively supported martial law in
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, and China comes around claiming to be your
"leadership"? What do you do when they demand that you chant their chants and march
behind rheir marshals and listen quietly to the blah blah of their bureaucrats blathering
about jobs and self-determination while their flinty eyes reflect the image of tanks rolling
down city streets murdering youth and freedom? You expose them-that's what you do!

A few posters in the Lower East Side and other places announced a demonstration for
April 6th in Times Square which would then proceed to the Intrepid floating war museum.
The demands were about U.S. out of the Middle East, peace, jobs, peanut butter and jelly
and all other nice things, and there was a rather broad range of endorsers. The sponsors, in
fact, included both the Campaign for Peace in the Middle East and the Coalition to End U.S.
Intervention in the Middle East, the two rival "official" peace groups formed before the Gulf
War. This seemed interesting enough to check out, and a few of us anarchists from
downtown turned up at the recruiting station. Times Square was full of cops-there must
have been at least one cop for each of the three hundred or so demonstrators. All this blue
didn’t seem to put a damper on the hot air emanating from the podium. After a while it
seemed as if there were more speakers than cops or demonstrators. However, when Shawn
Eichman and Joe Urgo asked to speak, they were flatly refused by the organizers: Shawn
and Joe are facing eleven years in Federal prison for attempting to burn a flag atop the
same recruiting station which was the target of this "peaceful, legal” blab-athon behind
three layers of cop barricades. Maybe the leadership was afraid that Shawn and Joe might
disrupt the boredom and scare somebody. This tedium went on for almost two hours.

It was apparent that this demonstration was completely under the control of the
Workers World Party (WWP), a political cult which was founded in 1956 by supporters of
the Soviet invasion of Hungary. Over the years, Workers World has specialized in
endorsing acts of red fascist tyranny abroad, and in organizing tightly controlled
demonstrations prearranged with the police at home. Here they were, all over the place
with their little yellow armbands, acting as marshals, making sure that only the correct fifty
carefully selected speakers mounted the stage (you might call it “marshal law ). There they
were, up on the podium wearing all of their different hats, representing the Comumittee to
Defend Native American Dental Hygienists and the Coalition for Lesbian Rights in East
Timor. The only ones who you were supposed to recognize as WWP members were the
ones giving out their newspaper Worthless World. Last year, this rag published an article
talking about the "heroic miners" in Romania who were bussed into Bucharest to save
Communism by bashing in the heads of demonstrators and anyone else who looked easy to
bash. But back to the demonstration.

As the last speaker wound down, things started getting weird. A couple of dried up

evergreens which had been planted in pots in the middle of Times Square suddenly went up

in flames. Holy shit, did they burn! It was the most interesting thing that had happened in .
the past two hours, and it totally distracted the spectators, cops, demonstrators. Then the
march began. The crowd, which had been dwindling for some time and now numbered no
more than two hundred, proceeded up Forty-second Street to Eighth Avenue, and then
obiigingly turned the corner at the Port Authority Bus Terminal and again at Forty-first
Street, which is little more than an aiiey up the middle of the bus station. Sounds like a
great place for a demo, right? In this alley, a bunch of Workers World flunkies jumped on
Lower East Side activist John Squat and a member of the Revolutionary Communist Youth
Brigade who were displaying a banner which did not meet with WWP approval. The spray
painted banner read "Defend the Squats, Prepare for War-at Home!" The WWP marshals
tried to confiscate it, and a tug of war ensued. High mucketymucks of WWP (including
Coalition Against U.S. Intervention in the Middle East poobah Brian Becker) came in
swinging fists and cardboard poles at the offending banner carriers, who were joined by
several friends who pitched In to defend them, including Lower East Side anarchist Lori
Rizzo with a big bullhorn. Shouting "just like Tienanmen Square" and "Workers’ World is
boring" she took the WWP goons’ minds off the banner. An even bigger fight then erupted
over the bullhorn (it’s always about monopoly of communication with these authoritarian
bastards, isn't it?). Several male and female WWP marshals mixed in, and their male
counterparts accused those defending the bullhorn of "hitting women you cowards".
Seconds later, Lori was punched in the face by a six-foot plus male WWPer, who was paid
back with a kick in the balls. He grabbed her by the hair and slammed her into a parked
van. Finally, we got the bullhorn and the banner back. Several other fights broke out,
started by WWP thugs attacking LES activists, as plainclothes cops from the "Anti-Crime"
Squad stood by and watched. Then Workers’ World went to the cops.

WWPERS CALL IN COPS TO MAKE ARRESTS

The WWP head honcho went over to talk to Lower East Side community
affairs cop Sgt. Miriam Rivera. They had a little tete-a-tete, after which the WWP marshals
linked arms, forming a cul de sac, and separated the bulk of the march from the group of
Lower East Side and RCYB people. The whiteshirted command cop pointed to Lori, and
then rushed in with a phalanx of foot cops and grabbed her. A struggle ensued in which the
bullhorn was temporarily liberated, but Lori was busted and charged with "illegal use of a
sound device". (In order-for this charge to stick, WWP would have to send one of its
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minions into court to testify that the bullhorn was not intended to be included in their
sound permit. Would you put it past them?) The Lower East Side activist who was hanging
on to the bullhorn after the bust was jumped and relieved of it minutes later. The
instrument, worth over three hundred dollars, is now in police custody where it will stay for
who knows how long. Not one WWPer was arresied for any of their assaults. Later, after
the arrest, the WWP announced from their stage a warning that the cops were out (o divide
the crowd and provoke them! They even gave out flyers for a rally to be held five days later
at Police Headquarters against police brutality!!

Some would say that Workers World is not worth the trouble; that we should just stay
away from their demos let them bore themselves to death. Others would say that we have
to expose not only their apologetics for "communist” brutality abroad, but their role as
flypaper for soaking up and neutralizing activists at home. Both are right in a way.
Personally, I say let’s send the bastards to hell with Ceaucescu where they belong. Our
quote of the day goes to the Workers World member who, when asked why the marshals
were attacking those people, replied that "they were chanting things that weren’t germane

to the demonstration." Imagine a society with them in charge.

o

WORKERS’ WORLD PARTY ONS DISCUSS TACTICS 2
AFTER ATTACK ON ACTIVISTS. (9th AVE, NEAR 42nd ST.)

WWP!!
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' (Editor’s Note: While the SHADOW would never glorify anything done by the RCP

(Revolutionary Communist Party), which we consider to be a bunch of right-wing
control freaks that attach themselves to other political groups in order to
disorganize them, take credit for the other groups’ actions and even take them
over, we are making an exception in the flag burning case of RCP members Shawn
Eichman and Joe Urgo because the issue of flag burning prosecution affects us
gll, the potential sentences they face are extremely harsh, and because their action
had nothing to do with the RCP!!)

JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT IT WAS SAFE TO GO BACK TO BURNING
THE FLAG!!

Starring:

Shawn Eichman, reprising her role as a flag burner, politically prosecuted by the state!

Joe Urgo, a Vietnam vet against the War who brought a message back to the recruiting
station that had suckered him into joining the armed forces, over a quarter-century earlier!
Special guest stars William Kunstler & Ronald Kuby, back again from "Flag Burn I" where
they took the case all the way to the Supreme Court of the United States .... and won!

TWICE THE THRILLS! TWICE THE CHILLS! AND 11 TIMES THE
POTENTIAL JAIL TIME!

Shawn Eichman is one of many actors performing the guerilla street theater piece "Put
the New World Order on Trial" in Washington Square Park. In this piece some folks play
the jurors, some play the witnesses and some the defendants (wearing the masks of George
Bush, Colin Powell and Dick Cheney). Using props and comedy, the New World Order is
found guilty on every count as Bush, Powell and Cheney are pounded with an oversized
foam-rubber hammer. Hundreds watch in delight, shock and utter disgust.

Shawn has been coming to the Tompkins Square Park speakouts for the last few
Fridays. On June 4th, she must appear in Federal Court for sentencing in a case in which
the state has found her guilty. Her "crime" was the attempted burning of a government-
owned U.S. flag. Her legal team has already told her they cannot appeal the case. She and
Joe Urgo face a possible 11 years in jail and a $10,000 fine at sentencing.

In the NEW WORLD ORDER, they ignore the facade about "free speech” in
ameriKKA that they feed us. When Shawn’s case for the "crime" of flagburning (along with
seven others) was appealed to the Supreme Court a few years ago, they were only facing
one year -max! Now that they won that case (burning flags was found to be
constitutionally-protected freedom of speech), the state figured out a way to make it a ten-
year rap. You see, they didn't try to burn their own flag, instead! Get it? They tried to
burn a flag they didn’t own (and didn’t burn, either) --attempted anon of government
property! A felony, with a possible ten-year rap.

"We never thought they were going to charge us with something so serious," said Shawn.
"We thought, maybe obstructing gov't administration, disorderly conduct, or criminal
mischief. Nothing as serious as this. It was an act of non-violent, civil disobedience. It was !
a protest to a war, that can now, in retrospect, only be called a Massacre."

On September 11th, 1990, as U.S. troops, ships and planes were streaming into the
Gulf, for "defensive” measures only, Shawn Eichman and Joe Urgo climbed atop the same
Times Square recruiting station that Joe had enlisted in 25 years earlier. They raised
banners proclaiming "Hell No, We Won't Go!" and "U.S Out of the Middle East!". They
lowered the U.S: flag (and attempted to burn it) and raised a red flag. Oil and fake blood
were dripped onto the recruiting center’s signs to symbolize that the U.S. considers oil
more precious than blood. They did this at the morning rush hour, delivering impromptu
speeches thru a bullhorn. They made no attempt Lo resist arrest, as taking the bust was
part of their civil disobedience.

Instead, they were treated like terrorists. After their arrests, the pigs threatened them
physically -- Shawn was threatened with rape. Brought before the U.S. Magistrate on
September 12th by the FBI and Joint Terrorist Task Force (JTTF), they were charged with
Arson, Reckless Endangerment, and Depredation of Federal Property. The government
says Shawn and Joe were trying to burn down the building and let it collapse into the
subway below (the recruiting center is built on grates just above the subway). After
spending three days at the Manhattan Correctional Center, much of it under interrogation
by the JTTF, they were released on $100,000 personal recognizance bond.

In a series of pre-trial motions, the state offerred to drop the arson charge if Shawn and
Joe pleaded guilty to Reckless Endangerment, a misdemeanor which could get them one
year max. They declined the offer because of the care they took during their action. This
was the government’s attempt to portray them as terrorists endangering the welfare of
others. Then the government added a felony burglary charge and offered to drop it in
return for a plea to reckless endangerment. No deal! In January, Judge Sand advised the
prosecution that the burglary charge would require them to prove "entry”. So, in mid-
February, with the bombing of Iraq and war hype in full swing, the Justice Department
dropped the burglary charge and brought in the new indictment of attempted arson, for

flagburning. s ‘

The state delivered a neat package by starting the trial with jury selection on a Monday,
March 18th, and ending it with a verdict that Friday March 22nd at 7:00 PM. There had
been pressure to bring in a verdict berore the weckcnd so the Jury wouldn’t have to come
hackthefollomngmk o i
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Prosecution witnesses included cops who witnessed the action, a fire marshall and an
FBI chemist. The latter two witnesses were forced to admit under defense cross-
examination that the possiblity of a fire starting was remote. The prosecution contended
that a fire could have begun, then it could have spread to the oil used for the action, could
have ignited the roof, could have melted the tar on the roof, which then could have dripped
off the roof into the subway grating below, and could have started fires that would have
spread throughout the subway system! This imaginary series of events was mocked by the
defense attorneys as the "destruction of all life on earth" scenario.

Dozens of prospective jurors were excused because they were considered by the
prosecution and the judge as not being "objective”. The day after jury selection, one
woman juror broke down crying in the judge’s chambers, telling him that she was against
the war and would not vote against the defendants, no matter what the law said. Many of
Shawn and Joe’s supporters felt she should have kept quiet and stayed on the jury.

The only defense witnesses called were Shawn and Joe themselves. Shawn explained
the significance of symbols like the flag and said her whole life was political - "to be a
woman in this society is political", she said. Joe told the court about his days as a GI during
the Tet Offensive, seeing five of his friends killed in a bunker explosion -- (for what??) --
and his work as an organizer of the Winter Soldier Investigation of U.S. war crimes in Viet
Nam. He said he no longer had his medals because he had thrown them back during the
Dewey Canyon II demo in D.C. 20 years ago. He told the jury "the act of lighting up the
flag was an expression of contempt and hatred for what the U.S. was intending to do in the
Gulf"

Both described in detail the preparation and carrying out of their action of September
11th, including their intention to burn the flag and pour oil down the sides of the building.
The flag displayed by the prosecution as evidence was caked with dirt and made of nylon,
which caused it to only slightly melt when Joe applied his matches to it.

Judge Sand repeatedly ruled that the question of the war and how the defendants felt
about the war could not be raised in the trial. The "Nuremburg defense” -- a refusal to
follow orders and laws in order to stop a crime against humanity -- was not allowed. The
judge tried to maintain "this is not a flag-burning case". The jury was not to know that
Shawn and Joe could get up to 12 years on all the charges, though Joe blurted it out while
on the witness stand. The prosecutor quickly objected, and Judge Sand sustained. Sand told
the jury to disregard the possible sentences because they had nothing to do with sentencing,
only determining innocence or guilt.

In the end, the jury found them not guilty on the reckless endangerment charge.
Kunstler and Kuby felt this was a major victory as it proved that Shawn and Joe were not
terrorists, but only committing a symbolic non-violent act of dissent. Unfortunately, they
were found guilty of the most serious charge of felony arson (trying to burn the flag), which
carries a potential ten-year sentence, as well as depredation of federal property (a
misdemeanor), which carries a potential one-year sentence. The United States Supreme
Court has ruled that flagburning is constitutionally protected free speech, so the sentence is
outrageous. Even so, under the sentencing guidelines, there is no minimum jail time
required under either of the charges.

Perhaps the most interesting item concerning the case to appear recently is the letter
that was sent to Judge Sand on March 29th by a member of Shawn and Joe’s jury. It read:

"I am writing this letter to you to plead for the
defendants when it comes time for sentencing. I hope
you will be as lenient as possible in their

sentences ... As you directed, we did not allow the
possible consequences of our decison to become a

factor in our verdict. You, however, can see that

mercy and justice are applied in sentencing ... the damage
to the flag, which can be purchased for under $25

new does not warrant serving jail time. The defendants
showed thorough planning in their demonstration. If they
had any reason to expect their actions would result in
felony charges, they would have brought their own

flag ... you stated several times the case was not about
flag burning, but was about destruction of government
property. However, no one on the jury believes the

U.S. would have brought the case if not for destruction
of the flag. The case would not have gone as it did,

if the defendants had chosen a lamp or a table, or

some other $25 item ... No matter how the government
couches the language, the case is obviously a flag-
burning case ... I am very annoyed the U.S. government
would take so many people’s time and taxpayer money
to bring such a political case to trial ... In con-

clusion, I urge you to impose the absolute minimum
penalty within your power, when it comes to sentencing.”

Shawn is now preparing for a benefit for their defense committee and has already
gotten commitments from actress Margot Kidder and author Kurt Vonnegut to speak. The
Free Shawn and Joe Defense Committee meets every Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at Washington
Square Church on 135 West 4th Street. The Committee can be reached at 212-969-0865.
Sentencing is set for June 4th, at the Federal Courthouse, 40 Centre Street, Room 601,
New York, N.Y. 10007, at 10:00AM. Judge Leonard Sand can be reached there if you want
to write him a letter.

Says Shawn: "If we're given jail time on these bogus charges, then it won’t just be a
major defeat for Joe and I, but for anyone.who chooses to speak out against this system!”



THE FULLY INFORMED JURY AMENDMENT:
WHEN YOU ARE ASKED TO SIT ON A

JURY, YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO VOTE
ACCORDING TO YOUR CONSCIENCE.

TRUE...BUT it's very unlikely the judge will tell you this, because he
doesn’t have to. instead, the judge is likely to say that you may consider
*only the facts" of the case, and may not let your opinion of the law or the
motives of the defendant affect your decision.

This is a serious problem. How can anyone expect to get a truly fair trial
if the jurors aren't told of their right to judge the law as well as the facts of
the case?

A lot of people don't get fair trials. Too often, jurors end up apologizing
to people they’ve voted to convict, just because they thought they "had to"
vote for a guilty verdict based upon the facts alone.

"BUT IF ALL THIS IS TRUE", YOU ASK, "WHY DOESN’T THE

JUDGE SIMPLY TELL THE JURY ABOUT IT?"

Obviously, an uninformed jury is something which should never occur
in a country whose state and federal constitutions all guarantee every
accused person the right to a fair trial by a jury of his peers.

But it's a sad fact of life that judges generally don’t want ordinary
citizens making decisions about the law, even If it Is their country. So they
deliberately don’t tpil jurors their full range of rights and powers.

This lack of information undermines the whole idea of judgement by a
jury of one’s own peers, whereby a cross section of ordinary people from
the community is supposed to consider both the law and its own
standards of right and wrong in order to reach a just verdict.

Most Americaris are aware of their right to trial by jury, but few know
that the jury always has the power to judge according to consclence,
regardless of the law and the facts of the case. Why don’t we know this?
Because we were never told--in school, in movies or television shows
about trials, or even In most law schools!

The FULLY INFORMED JURY AMENDMENT (FIJA) is a way to
tell EVERYBODY about jurors’ rights, where it counts--in the courtroom.

From colonial times until just less than a hundred years ago, it was
routine for the judge to inform jurors of their full range of rights. But during
the late 1800s, special-interest pressure inspired a series of judicial
decisions which sought to limit the jurors’ right to judge the law, by
refusing to allow discussion of the issue in the courtroom.

While no court has dared deny that jurors have the power to acquit
despite evidence or the law, judges still regularly contend that jurors must
be kept in the dark, and may not be told they have this power. Defense
attorneys who know about it still occasionally manage to have it included
in the Instructions given the jury, but risk being cited for contempt of court
if they bring it up without the judge’s approval.

Still, this power of the jury continues to be recognized, as in 1972, when
the D.C. District Court of Appeals held that the jury has an "unreviewable
and Irreversible power...to acquit in disregard of the instruction on the law
given by the trial judge..." Other federal courts have recently affirmed the
right of jury veto power.

"IN OTHER WORDS, JURORS STILL RETAIN THE RIGHT
TO REFUSE TO CONVICT A DEFENDANT OF BREAKING
WHAT THEY FEEL IS A BAD LAW, BUT THEY’'RE NO LONGER

TOLD ABOUT IT." -

FIJA--THE "FULLY INFORMED JURY AMENDMENT" is both a political
and an educational campaign to inform American citizens about their
rights as jurors.

Many states permit passage of laws or amendments to their
constitutions by direct votes of the people (the initiative process). In these
states, FIJA will be a ballot-issue campaign to require judges to inform
every juror that he may base his verdict upon the facts of the case, the
merits of the law, and his own sense of right and wrong.

As an organization, FIJA will sponsor educational media campaigns,
encourage lobbying efforts aimed at persuading state lawmakers to reform
court procedures, and assist grass roots efforts to inform jurors of their
rights.

WE WANT EVERY POTENTIAL JUROR IN AMERICA TO
KNOW THE TRUTH!

YOU CAN HELP! Just contact FIJA’s National Headquarters, Box 59,
Helmville, Montana 59843. Phone (406)793-5550. Or contact Don
Meinshausen, c/o R.B. Wilk, P.O.Box 5366, Meadowview Station, North
Bergen, N.J. 07047.

Become An Ordained Minister
All Religions Welcome
Exercise your first amendment right.
Practice religion/worship as you believe.
WYou and your place of worship are recog-

inister, PO Box 20297, NY, NY 10009.
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ANTI-POSTERING LAW THROWN OUT!!

On January 5, 1988, Bob Z., an artist who designed several flyers for a local
underground punk show was fined $3,700 by the New York City Sanitation Police.
Through secret, bogus phone calls, these "Poster Police” determined that Bob Z., the
creator of a series of flyers for a-couple of underground shows was guilty of "littering".
Incensed and angered over the obvious bias of these actions taken against him (while large
corporations responsible for movie posters and the like went unharassed), Bob Z. began to
organize grass roots support against the enforcement of this anti-postering law. When the
Poster Police learned of his organizing activities, they proceeded to jack up the initial fines
to over $22,200.

Four demonstrations were held outside the Sanitation Department offices, leading to
national press coverage of the issue and political pressure that eventually convinced city
council members to put a ceiling of $250 on fines for first offenders. However, this left the
law intact, and enforcement of the postering statute continued regardless of its unfairness
and unconstitutionality.

Pressed by the city of New York into a court battle, Bob Z. succeeded in having the
$22,200 fine thrown out. Presided over by Sanitation Department lackeys, the ultimate
judgement at this court was finalized at the initial $3,700. The shoddily-worded law was
left on the books so that others could still be similarly harassed and prosecuted.

With widespread support from the underground music community, Bob Z. continued
the fight despite having already paid over $2000 in legal fees out of his own pocket. In
order to appeal the court’s decision and constitutionally challenge the postering law,
$10,000 more needed to be raised.

After much hard work publicizing the issue and picketing in front of the Sanitation
offices with diverse grass roots organizations, Bob managed to convince the ACLU to take
up the battle to overturn the law. Attorney C. Edwin Baker did the lion’s share of the legal
work and nearly all the exhaustive research.

A decision in New York State Supreme Court reduced his fine to $250, but left the law
enforcement policies intact on a technicality. Bob finally appealed to the New York State
Appellate Court. The judge there found the postering law to be unconstitutional as it is
currently being enforced, and demanded that the city pay all of the ACLU’s legal costs as
well. New York City has 90 days, or until the end of May 1991 to appeal the decision
against it.

This means that, barring an appeal, the City of New York will no longer be able to
randomly attack posterers without evidence--physically seeing them in the act of postering.
With this precedent-setting decision, the Sanitation Police will no longer be able to harass
people for street postering. The postering law as it has been used by the City to silence
grass roots organizing is now a dead issue,

It should also be noted that in 1990, while an international furor was being raised,
Sanitation Commissiner Brendan Sexton, the prime architect of these policies, was fired
from his job. Letters of outrage from as far away as Poland, where a petition with over 500
names was signed, were directed at Sexton in a steady stream over a period of years. Bob
says this aid was invaluable in helping to appeal the court decision and maintain pressure
on the authorities.

"The defeat of New York City's postering statute is a victory for anyone who puts up a
poster on any street in the U.S.," said Bob Z. "Now any activist who depends on street
flyering cannot be harassed with massive fines like I was."

- o g R Lt o
S Al b WL T
e T di®

SRR ized by gov't. agencies. Send a SASE toll .

oy -











































	SHA014.1
	SHA014.2
	SHA014.3
	SHA014.4
	SHA014.5
	SHA014.6
	SHA014.7
	SHA014.8
	SHA014.9
	SHA014.10
	SHA014.11
	SHA014.12
	SHA014.13
	SHA014.14
	SHA014.15
	SHA014.16
	SHA014.17
	SHA014.18
	SHA014.19
	SHA014.20

