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NOTES ON THE AMERICAN NIGHTMARE

by Issar

Every dog has his day. As they scrawled on the Nazi occupied walls of Prague in the
early 1940s, THE TRUTH SHALL BE VICTORIOUS. With the criminal slaughter of
retreating Iragi troops, the strafing of commercial traffic and the murder of civilians on
the Jordan Road, six weeks of bombing of innocent civilians in Bahgdad as proven in the
Clark video, and the destruction of dozens of major bridges, ¢lectrical power plants, and
the entire Iraqi water supply network, who's the war criminal? These are war crimes
under international law. If the United States occupied Mexico, when the Soviet Union
attempted to evict US forces, would the Brooklyn Bridge be considered a legitimate
military target? The 14th Street Con Edison plant? The Central Park reservoir?

While General Schwartzkoph is on television crowing about the flawless execution of
his brilliant stategies, his troops and planes are slaughtering Iraqgi troops. Schwartzkoph
is claiming the Iragis have a chance to surrender because the Americans are ielling them
to get out of their tanks and armored vechicles--by loudspeaker in the midst of battle.
First, it’s highly unlikely that this is true. Second, even if it were true, the Iragis would
have to be out of their minds to follow such instructions. Bush continues 1o refuse to call
a ceasefire--the only way the Iragis could be given a real opportunity to surrender.
Instead, these troops will simply be surrounded and murdered.

More tonnage of bombs was dropped on Iraq in the past six weeks than during all of
WWIIL. Bush’s success in turning the United Nations into a cage of traincd monkeys,
whipping up America'’s hundred million meatloafs, and carring out the de-facto
enslavement of the entire Arab world is portentous, ominous. In America, this pitiful
mass of couch potatoes is jerking off and screaming OOOGA OOOGA in front of its
boob-tubes while tens of thousands of people are blasted and burned to death for the
profit of the two dozen billionaire corporations destroying our beautiful Earth week by
week.

People are complaining that the American military is becoming a "'mercenary army’
because the Kuwaiti and Saudi sheiks are paying for this unjustifiable slaughter. The
American military has always been a mercenary force. When young men and women
enter this mercenary slaughter machine, they’re told they're going to be defending their
country. It’s going to be hard to explain how the American military is defending this
country by constantly traveling. The obvious reason why they're traveling is that this
genocide machine is being dispatched on unholy missions of terror by its employers for
purposes of Enforcement of the dictates of the transnational corporate mafia which
organizes the world’s economy. They’ve always gotien someone else 10 pay the bills--it's
just that you're broke right now and they can’t get blood out of a rock. ("War’s a racket."-
-General Smedley Butler). When when when are people going to wake up to these facts-
-as obvious as ten elephants in a tea cup?

Adolf Hitler literally hypnotized the German people with his speeches. Today theyre
doing it with television. This is not the Fourth Reich developing today with the flags,
yellow ribbons, professional liars on every page and channel, blacklisting, banning, slurs,
slander, and threats of violence. It's the Third Reicl regenerdting from the hidden shoots
carefully preserved in the CIA's underground greenhouse in Langley, Virginia. The
marriage of the Nazi and American wartime intelligence networks in 1945, gave birth to
the United States Central Intelligence Agency which transported the defeated Nazi spy
command to safe haven in Latin America. Payment for the snakes’ 'new lease on life’
consisted of the entire cache of Nazi intelligence files buried in Misery Meadow, Nazi
Germany--and was delivered by the head of the German intelligence office, General
Ghelen, who was eventually rehabilitated into a high position in the West German
Government.  Subsequent machinations of the transplanted witches included the
training and 'psychic orientation’ of the Argentinian death squads in the early 1970s. The
up and coming generation to whom the torch had been passed went on to develop new
converts in the El Salvadoran military and the Nicaraguan Contras. Consequent 1o these
events, Latin America as a whole has been governed by orchestrated mass murder for the
past 40 years.
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"SUDDAM HUSSEIN DOESN
SHARE OUR SANCTITY OF
LIFE"--(White House Press Secretary

Marlin Fitzwater justifying US bombing
of Iraqi bomb shelter killing hundreds of|
Iragi civilians)

Within the United States, the general outline of a 50 year plan of monetary
enslavement and global domination was developed by the Truman State Department in
the immediate years following WWIL
The complete game plan of organizing the modern hierarchy of international finance and
the fostering of dependent client states to enforce these policies, remains the central
hidden doctrine of US foreign policy to this day.

The people running this world and the unspeakable lengths to which they go o
maintain their pitiful kingdom are truly extraordinary. When the French Government, in
a vainglorious swan song upon liberation from the Nazis, failed to reasserl colonial
domination of Vietnam--the US Government did not miss what it thought was a golden
opportunity to realign that part of the world into Japan's sphere of influence--Japan
being regarded as the ’natural leader’ of South East Asia. [This 'natural leader’ nation
had been devejoped after WWII as the primary US client state in thal region--a cash
conduit for a web of hundreds US corporations]. As US high school students were being
indoctrinated to believe they were being drafted to "defend Democracy’, in fact the US
Government had scuttled elections planned by the Geneva Convention to reunify North
and South Vietnam--as it had become apparent that nationalist leader Ho Chi Minn
would win these elections.

To make a long story short, the various ordinary pigs who happened to find themselves
in 'positions of authority’ in the imaginary but deadly kingdom of Washington politics,
were suddenly confronted with an annoying obstacle in their path to further heights of
asskissing on 'the ladder of success’. Kennedy was in office, a vain ruling class brat who
happened to be Irish. It happened that this 'brat with brains' had somehow preserved an
ounce of conscience somewhere in the bottom of his soul, despite his ruling class
upbringing and unlikely position as a maverick Irishman in a world of WASPS.

To make a long, sorry story short--Kennedy ultimately refused to go along with the plan
to make a lot of people rich by sacrificing the lives of American high school students in
Vietnam. A decision reached by Kennedy in the spring of 1963 to withdraw [rom
Vietnam, triggered his assassination. The incredible, obscene details arc readily available
from a number of sources. The obslacle having been removed, the US Government
moved directly into Vietnam after a slight delay caused by the neccessity of holding
clections in which Lyndon Johnson covered up this policy reversal by claiming to oppase
military escalation in Vietnam. These elections were entirely fraudulent because the
'power behind the throne’ now rested firmly and permanently in the hands of the CIA
and the Pentagon.

Filled with a heady exhilaration al how casily the coup d’etal succceded without a peep
from the cowering press, the CIA and its allics went on to murder Martin Luther King in
the spring of 1968 and Robert Kennedy in the summer of that year. ‘Three years earlier,
the FBI had removed another very real obslacle to the developing Vietnam War--
internationalist, human rights leader, and black nationalist Malcolm X--by inciting his
murder with a series of forged letters and other provocations. [Similar methods were
used in the assassination ol King--various slanders planted on black Memphis radio
stations prompted King (o cancel original hotel reservations al the white owned Memphis
Holiday Inn, and check inl&) a black owned motel instead, where a sniper’s nest had been
preparcd].

Four major national lcaders had been assassinaled within live years, the political
direction of the United States irrevocably reversed, and the National Securily State
established far beyond reach of the public.

The people of the United States have lived under the direet control of the Pentagon
and CIA since the autumn of 1963. US clections since that time can only be described as
palliative amuscments, sideshows and distractions--since il has been made abundantly
clear to everyonc in the US Government,that any clfective departure from
Pentagon/CIA policies will be dealt with through assassination.

In conclusion, the open use of the Nazi slogan "New World Order” portends the public
regencralion of the idcology.and world view of the Third Reich, which has lain just
beneath the heart of power in Washington for over 40 years. George Bush, clecled on a
subliminally racist platform in 1988, is pursuing a racist war of annihilation against flecing
Iragi troops, quite literally shooting them in the backs. The American public docs not
apprehend the meaning of this crime--but Arabs everywhere understand it well.

>>>>>>>>>>>>CORRECTIONS<<<<<<<<<<<<

In our rush to get SHIADOW #15 out in time for the anti-war demos in Washington,
D.C., we made several errors, which we must clarify and apologize for.

In "Anti-War Demonstrators Bring The War Home" on page 4, we said that 2 people were
killed when they were hit by a car that plowed into a group occupying the Brooklyn
Bridge. In fact, both were severely injured, but not killed. One person was hit by the car
and the other fell from the ramp leading to the bridge. We relied on a false report seen
on NBC news, so that's what we get for relying on the mainstream media!!

In "Cop Watch", the photo caption of former 9th precinct commander deputy inspector
Michael Julian posing with a copy of the SHADOW should have read "Summer 1989",
not "1990",

The other errors, like incorrect order of photo captions, etc, were minor, but since we've
gotten more proofreaders, we'll be better able to catch future mistakes before we print.
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MORE OF THE SLEAZE FACTOR!!
Tompkins Square Neighborhood Coalition
Creep SUSAN LEE LIKE Convicted of FRAUD!!

by Nashua

The founder and former director of Good Old Lower East Side (GOLES), a
neighborhood tenant rights group on East 6th street, exhausted her last appeal on fraud
charges before an Administrative Court Judge in February. Leelike must now repay
$6,000 in Unemployment Compensation benefits to the New York State Department of
Labor. Money that she had collected after resigning from GOLES in September of 1989.
Unemployment benefits are paid only to employees who are fired from their jobs and
cannot be paid out to people who merely resign.

According to SHADOW sources, Leelike intimidated a former GOLES employee into
intercepting mail deliveries to the GOLES office, preventing the organization’s director
from learning that Leelike was fraudulently receiving unemployment benefits. Another
former GOLES employee originally hired by Leelike was suspected of having falsified
verification that Leelike had been fired, a criminal offense that GOLES has declined to
prosecute.

The fraud was discovered in late February, 1990, after Leelike had been receiving
Unemployment benefits for about 5 months. The State of New York and Leelike were
notified and a hearing was scheduled. Leelike told GOLES staffers that if GOLES didn’t
attend the hearing and let the matter drop she would do the same and discontinue
accepting further payments.

One source says GOLES "naively" agreed and missed the hearing. But despite her
agreement, Leelike did attend the hearing where she was represented by attorney and
notorious real estate speculator Sam Turvey, a crony of Leelike and founder of the right
wing, anti-homeless Tompkins Square Neighborhood Coalition, a group seeking removal
of the homeless, squatters and poor from the area.

Turvey, a Yuppie originally from Queens, made more than $100,000 on a condo in a
building at 72-74 East 3rd Street that was sold by the city for a mere $10.00 with "no
resale"” restrictions to private developer and Right-To-Life (death) mayoral candidate
Henry Hewes. Turvey then bought into a former low income co-op turned luxury at 131
Avenue B, across from Tompkins Square Park. Recently, he has spearheaded a drive to
force out dog owners who use the parks dog run.

More hearings were scheduled on the allegations and Leelike's final appeal on the
fraud charge was exhausted last February. During the appeals process, Leelike tried to
change her story about the reasons she left GOLES, Leelike argued that she was
pressured to resign from GOLES. According to a source, Leelike was even "agitating" for
reinstatement as GOLES director.

Leelike's argument was rejected by the judge, who quoted from Leelike’s own letter of
resignation to GOLES stating that she was leaving the organization for personal reasons.

Organizers who know Leelike say the purpose of her fraud was to collect
Unemployment benefits so she could dedicate all of her time to the Tompkins Square
Neighborhood Coalition and the election campaign of her guru, right wing real estate
developer and Community Board 3 member Antonio Pagan.

FLASH FOTO
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TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK NEIGHBORHOOD COALITION
CREEPS SUSAN LEELIKE AND ANTONIO PAGAN
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WILLIE (LEFT) PUSHES COPS OFF STAGE TO BEGIN THE
MAYDAY PIG RIOT IN TOMPKINS SQUARE PARK--(5/1/90)

WILLIE BUTLER: 1950-1991

Willie Butler was the bravest man I've known, He was absolutely militant about who
he was. A no retreat individual - he was under almost constant threat by all manner and
sort of violent ignoramuses, and more than once the victim of attack, but he never
backed off. He’d blow them kisses. Not that he was ever reckless about his safety, but he
wasn’t intimidated either.

He lived on the front line. He moved into 319 East 8th and took on anybody who'd
step into the ring with him, from HPD and their convenient slips with the wrecking ball
to the kids selling crack and heroin on the corner. He could live on nothing and share
that! He had a remarkable ability to "solicit" what he needed from those that had it to
give and then share what he got with those that had no way to get it. I once saw Willie
lead a march right down the middle of St. Marks Place while all the time looking after
an old friend who had also been diagnosed as AIDS positive. "You've got to start taking
better care of yourself, Jeffrey! Have you joined that support group yet?" he advised his
friend. "The people united will never be defeated!" he was shouting, his fist in the air.
Willie was an "all the way live" guy; that's why I still can’t believe he’s dead.

He stood beside me on MayDay when the cops stormed the stage of the Resist To
Exist concert, and he led much of the action through the night. He fought with us when
they evicted the ABC Community Center. He helped liberate the park from the curfew.
I remember when they were about to demolish his squat. A lot of us were pacing around
frustrated, evicted, angry... Then Willie ran past the barricades and climbed into the
building, putting his body on the front line, and suddenly we all had something to cheer
about. The demolition crew tried to get him out, but he stood on the fire escape and

~poured piss bottles on their heads - behind him painted the words, "This building
means love." At the time, I thought it was an odd thing to pour piss on people in the
building that meant love, but I have come to share Willie's conviction that sometimes
loving someone or some place means having to defend it.

When he was diagnosed as having AIDS he fought even harder. He attended
conferences, demonstrations and teach-ins. He stopped everyone who possibly knew
anything about research into a cure, He poured through magazines and books to get
more information about treatment. One day, | went to visit him at St. Vincents, and 1|
admired the beautiful flowers in the vase behind his bed. He told me about how the man
he had been sharing the hospital room with had been found dead earlier that morning.
The dead man’s lover came in during visiting hours with flowers, and when he found the
bed empty, Willie told him the sad news. They sat on the bed and cried together, and
when he left, the man gave Willie the flowers he had brought for his lover. I looked at
these beautiful lavender tulips, and I all I could see was the tragedy of this man’s death
and the inevitable tragedy that would befall my friend. But Willie was happy to have the
tulips and to have helped comfort the visitor. He was not about to let these small
pleasures go by.

I will remember Willie most for the tenaciousness of his love and the strength of his

HPD MEETS CB3:

SQUATTERS’ FATE DISCUSSED

IN SECRET MEETING!!

By Chris Flash

On February 14, members of Community Board 3 (CB3) met secretly with
Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) Commissioner Felice
Michetti at HPD headquarters at 100 Gold Street. Among the CB3ers atlending were
Rick Carman (CB3 chairman), Anne Johnson, Francis Goldin, Carol Watson, Luis
Nieves, Marion Fox, Martha Danziger, Lisa Kaplan, Elaine Chan, and right wing fascist
Krystyna PiorKOWska, all of whom have shown their hostility toward the squatting
community on the Lower East Side. Also present were HPD henchmen, including
Kathleen Dunn (who presided over the eviction of the ABC Community Center in
October 1989), people from the Division of Real Property, and city lawyers. Outside,
several squatters rallied (o protest the secret meeting inside that didn’t allow them to
present their side of the issue.

The meeting began with Carman explaining why CB3 requested the meeting. He
wanted to "move forward on the squats”, how il would happen, how lo stop new squats,
and where HPD and mayor Dinkins stood. CB3’s concerns were described to Michetti: to
develop property, deal with squatters "in a humane way", sealing vacant city-owned
buildings to prevent squatting, and getting other city agencies to help, since the police
won't help evict squatters due to the 30 day occupancy law. Michetti responded by saying
that the squatting situation on the Lower East Side "is more complicated” than in the
South Bronx, where, she said, squatting is only "a recent phenomenon”. She admitted that
squatting was the neighborhood’s way of protecting itself against gentrification to "hold
housing". She added: "Now that there is a housing program, the squals arc al risk".

Discussing the Bronx squatters, Michetti claimed that reports on those made homeless
in recent evictions of squatted buildings there are "distorted". (See Page 4 of this issue--
Ed.) Michetti explained away the 31 families made homeless in a recent eviction, claiming
they were "mostly single people”. She added that in the Bronx, squatting is "less
complicated and less political", and admitted that the strategy for the eviction of two

character: his revolutionary spirit and his human compassion. It's colder now that he’s
gone. Those of us who knew Willie must now pull up the slack and try to love each other
all the more to make up for the love that left our lives with his passing. Forward Ever!
Backwards Never!!

Free-1

PHOTO BY JACK DAWKINS

See HPD MEETS CB3 on Page 20-
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ATTACK ON SOUTH BRONX SQUATTERS
BY A. BERTOLI AND CHRIS FLASH

Under the cover of the massacre in the Middle East, Mayor David Dinkins has unleashed
a series of brutal police assaults upon squatters in the South Bronx, known as the Inner
City Press Collective/Community on the Move. This has resulted in over 100 families
being made homeless, more than 300 Black and Latino men, women and children forcibly
evicted from buildings they had claimed and renovated into housing over the past three
years.

The Inner City Press began three years ago as a neighborhood newsletter, promoting self-
help and independence from government institutions, working with six families to
rehabilitate a vacant city-owned abandoned building at 1724 Crotona Park East. The
Inner City Press has now grown to an eight page newspaper with 200 families working on
ten buildings in the South Bronx, teaching poor people to take over city-owned buildings
and fix them up for themselves.

On the morning of December 4th, 1990, hundreds of arnied riot police invaded an Inner
City Press squat building at 1728 Crotona Park East, three days after a suspicious fire
broke out in a top floor apartment next door at 1724 Crotona Park East which did not
affect 1728. After an hour, they removed 52 poor families who had created beautiful
homes for themselves through their own efforts.

Waves of riot police forced about 50 squatter supporters off the block and what little
resistance there was was soon crushed. Surrounded by wall to wall cops, there was little
that could be done. The night before, some Lower East Side squatters came to offer
support and to help build barracades against the expected raid the next day, but the
barricades didn’t help much. After the evictions, residents were not allowed Lo get their
belongings, except what they could carry in their arms. Personal possessions were taken
away by moving company mafia men hired by HPD, (the mis-named "Dep’t. of Housing,
Preservation and Development"), who were on the scene by mid-day. They have yet to
return the people’s belongings. Remaining belongings were tossed out the rear windows
as HPD crews gutted the buildings at a cost of $4.8 million, undoing the work that had
already been done by the homesteaders.

Two days later, on December 6th, Inner City Press members returned to their storefront
office at 680 Courtlandt Avenue to find a new lock on their gates. After gaining entry,
they discovered their office had been broken into and trashed, with files gone through,
furniture destroyed, and the phone jack pulled out of the wall. They quickly fixed up their
office, which they have been renting in a privately-owned building for almost 2 years. A
week later, the office was again broken into, with the same results, but this time the
phone jack was smashed as well. Once again, the office was quickly restored.

i)
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On the morning of January 29th, hundreds of riot police surrounded 975-981 Home
Street, another of the Community on the Move homestead buildings. They closed the
street to traffic, cut the lock to the building and rousted the residents for a surprise
building inspection. The cops were accompanied by inspectors from the Department of
Buildings and moving trucks for removing residents’ belongings. By 10:00 AM, an Order
to Vacate had been signed by the inspector, citing a few missing steps on the fire escape,
a missing ladder on the rear escape, and a few wooden steps on the interior stairs, which
was technically in violation of the city code and justified the eviction. Before this sudden
attack, there had been no previous attempt by the city to inspect or evict the building.

Later that day, a van used by the homesteaders to remove rubble from the building was
stolen from the vacant lot next door, as was an Inner City Press member’s car, which had
been parked next to a police car watching the building. It was found torched a few blocks
away days later, with the battery and tires still attached.

In spite of a Temporary Restraining Order issued by State Supreme Court Judge Alice
Schlesinger with a court date set for February 6th, the city acted quickly to partially
demolish the top of the building on February 4th. On February 6th, Judge Schiesinger
said that since the demolition had begun, the case to stop the demolition was a moot
issue. She said that the city’s eviction of the Home Street residents was in violation of due
process and added that the door is open for Inner City Press to sue for damages. There is
now a motion pending to find the city in contempt of court. The next day, HPD returned
to Home Street with their heavy equipment to finish the demolition. Thirty two families
were sentenced to shelters and the streets.

Well in advance of the attack on the Home Street squat, Mayor Dinkins (who was in
Israel at the time) had press releases ready for distribution at the eviction site stating his
preference for middle income housing on that site, housing sponsored by the New York

“City Partnership (a group founded by David Rockefeller in 1970), housing for people who

make $50,000 a year. Approximately one week later, the Bronx Beat quoted Executive
Director of the New York City Partnership Catherine Wilde as saying "Whether or not
the building came down was not critical to this project...the controversy was really
between Inner City Press and the city—it had nothing to do with us."

General Dinkins’ chief flak catcher, Michael Kharfen, stated in September that the city
was devising a new strategy to deal with squatters. Peter Cantillo, special operations man
for HPD squatter evictions and "relocation” collected intelligence prior to the assault on
1728 Crotona Park East. He may be implicated in the arson of 1724 Crotona Park East,
the pretext used to vacate both adjoining buildings, since he warned the squatters months
earlier that they would be evicted on the day the fire took place. Valerie Bradley, who let
it be known that Lower East Side squatters "have been known to be quite violent", is
HPD spokeswoman on forced removal and relocation to shelter camps. Both she,
Cantillo and Kharfen shared the limelight with Bronx Borough President Fernando

See WAR AT HOME on Page 18

THE ROLE OF FEMA

The war sliectncle on our TV'sets is reflected in the militarization of our streets. The cops,

like the US military, rely on sheer numbers to enforce their will. Using the courts and the laws to

BY A. BERTOLI

their advantage, they target the poor who are building resistance to dehumanization. They target
autonomous organization, popular organization, practical organization. They send spies to gather

intelligence. They assign certain individuals the role of managing, or attempting to manage the

"Our people are outraged to tell you the truth." said Matthew Lee,
"Maybe our members were politically naive. We’re not naive anymore."
(Newsday, 12/20/90)

resistance. They attempt to discredit the leadership. Once the proper conditions are achieved, a
consensus among the bosses is arrived at: the contract is let out. Target: the squatting movement.

Overall planning and strategy, particularly military
strategy, evident at these recent Bronx eviction/demolition

o2

Anti-Terrorist Command Post Is Set Up in New York

As the Persian Gulf war deadline neared, law-en-
forcement agencies set up a joint anti-terrorist com-
mand center yesterday in New York City.

Police Commissioner Lee P. Brown officially

opened the center at Police Headquarters, but tionand the Coast Guard.

THE NEW YORK TIMES METROPOLITAN TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 1991
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stressed that the measure is purely precautionary
and that there are no known terrorist threats.

The police are sharing the post with 15 other
agencies, including the Federal Burcau of investiga-

actions, is being coordinated by the city's Office of Emergency
Management (OEM), located in NYPD headquarters at One
Police Plaza. (Telephone number:212-374-5500). One Police
Plaza is coincidentally also home to the recently-unveiled Anti-
Terrorism Task Force, ostensibly set up to deal with pro-Iragi
forces in NYC. Video trucks, bearing the ornate insignia of
Emergency Management, were present at both Crotona Park
East and Home Street evictions, videotaping the police attacks
along with popular reaction. Their presence at these
eviction/demolitions has been confirmed through conversation
with a member of the so-called emergency management team at
One Police Plaza.

The Office of Emergency Management is the
administrative arm of Mayor Dinkins' so-called Emergency
Control Board, about which little is known and even less is
forthcoming from the Mayor’s office. Most of his aides claim
they know nothing of it. One aide told the SHADOW that yes, in
fact such 2 Board exists, meets regularly, and has members
"which are designated by the mayor”, but their identities remain
secret.

What is known is that the Office of Emergency
Management grew out of the Civil Emergency Agency in the
1950’s, when the rage was civil defense against nuclear attack.
Today, adapted to local settings and the needs of the national
security state, they are part of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). Run by military men skilled in
techniques of martial law, OEM is a leading member of the
Federal Interagency Council on the Homeless. Established in
1987 by the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Act, the Council is
composed of, among others, the heads of 10 Cabinet
Departments, the Veteran's Administration and Postmaster

' General. It's job is to gather intelligence related to the "homeless
J emergency", intelligence necessary in order to design effective
" strategies of social (shelter system) control. Further, the
Director of FEMA is the chairman of the Emergency Food and
Shelter National Board Program, which has been the recipient of
hundreds of millions of dollars since 1988. This Board,
composed of representatives of the American Red Cross,
Catholic Charities USA, Council of Jewish Federations, National
Council of Churches in the USA, Salvation Army, and the United
‘Way of America, oversees the distribution of monies to the
shelter system.




Kors "sH

(Exclusive report by COSMO from below the Equator)

Dec. 11, 1990--Diadema, Brazil (a township south of Sao Paolo): When the smoke
cleared, there were two squatters dead, 47 injured, 23 arrested and a town council .
member with his right hand chopped off. It was an incredible battle, as men, women and
children fought back against an attack on their squat village by 400 members of a
Brazilian state police unit called "Tropa de Choque” (Shock Troop!) armed with guns,
clubs, protective shields, bullet-proof vests, horses, dogs, and tear gas. The "shock troops"
arrived to evict the more than 2,000 residents of "Vila Socialista", a sprawling 720,000
square foot squatter village resting on so-called "private land". Here in Brazil it’s not
unoccupied buildings that the homeless seek, but unoccupied and unused land to live
upon.

Up until the assault by the shock troops, there had been several months of intense
negotiation between the squatter village and the Diadema town council--an effort
supported by the office of the newly elected state governor, Luiz Anotonio Fleury, who
had promised months earlier in a campaign speech (o work to guarantee the squatters the
right to live on this land. During these negotiations, the so-called landowner, Pedro
Simoes, came up with a promise of his own 1o the town council that the "invasores"
(invaders!) could buy "his" land, but only after first withdrawing from the land, and that
all "barracos” (squatter homes constructed of cardboard, wood, stones, bricks, plastic,
etc.) and other possessions would be "left untouched until the conclusion of business."
The squatters rejected this offer, for obvious reasons--had the homeless the money to
purchase land, they certainly wouldn't be looking to squat on unused and open land
areas! (Note: In Brazil, the powers that be, as well as the media, always refer to squatters
as "invasores", or invaders, and their squatting as an invasion.)

These negotiations continued for several more weeks, as things heated up, and it was
not until this newly elected governor suddenly changed his mind, broke his campaign
promise (does this sound familiar?), and removed his support for squatters rights, that
negotiations broke down and came (o a halt, allowing the state police action to proceed.

When the state shock troops appeared and began their attack on the village with tear
gas bombs, they were immediately answered with a volley of stones. In many instances,
brave little children could be seen hurling back tear gas cannisters! The battle raged on
as the squatters defended themselves with fierce resistance from behind barricades with
nail-studded clubs, machetes, pitchforks, shovels, and stones. It was a valiant effort, until
the police used deadly force, shooting to death two squatters, only one of whom has thus
far been identified: a 32 year old man by the name of Milton de Souza.

In a statement (o the press, the state chief of public security, Antonio Mariz, claimed
that "unknown persons” fired shots at the kops from a "beige car” and that this was _the
reason for the use of deadly force. Further, the head kop went on Lo say that the squatter
village had been "infiltrated” by "strangers” and "outside agitators with the purpose of
provoking violence"! (Does this also sound familiar?) One cannot help but ask what
were the kops doing there but in fact provoking a violent confrontation? No kops, no
riot!!

MO KILL, TWO

Policiais durante a acdo de reintegracio de posse d= um terreno particular em Dia
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Durante o conflito, policial agride com cassetete um invasor caido

CAPTION READS: "During the conflict, police
using a club assault an invader on the ground.”

Although forced from the land, the people have vowed to return. All over Brazil there
is the plight of the poor, the unemployed, the countless homeless in search of just a little
space of land to live upon. On the other hand, there are the selfish few who have the
most in money, resources, political connections and savvy which cnables them to grab vast
areas of land, motivated by nothing but greed and future profit. “This shit can’s go on .
forever! Even as I write these words, Iess than half a mile from where I'm now staying (in
Salvador), yet another battle is aboul to take place! 400 squatters have moved onto
unused "private” land in an arca called Pituacu. The landowner is threatening o bulldoze
them. The squallers vow 1o sland and fight. I'm on my way over there this aflicrnoon.
Tompkins Square Everywhere!
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"Police advance during repossessionaction of private land in Diadema, confronting invaders (in background) with teargas."




T

CEedan . Lt g B AR S A o 7 | oa i e SR o Tl den Rkt sl it e e Al s e S e e L. ot BRan. ML P o SRS a . e

SHADOW #16--(MARCH 1991)--PAGE 6

ANTI-WAR DEMOS
IN WASHINGTON DC.

Analysis and coverage by A. Kronstadt

WHY DEMONSTRATE?

‘What is the purpose of a demonstration? Many participants in recent demos against
the oil war in the Persian Gulf would say it is to show the government how many people
are opposed to the war. While, of course, it doesn’t hurt to show the predatory scum at
the top of the pyramid that not everyone is fooled, the mere presence of crowds in the
street never stopped a war. War has never had anything to do with democracy, except
perhaps as its gravedigger. War is declared by the few; the same few who benefit from it.
Nobody asked any of us to vote on this war, why should the oligarchy in power care
whether we march in the street? They've got their high-tech weapons and their
professional army-we don’t have to like it.

Why then demonstrate? Is it merely to express moral outrage, a catharsis? To sell
newspapers? To meet old friends? The role of the demonstration changes as the crisis
which provokes them evolves. What starts out as an act of self-expression or as something
intended for the eyes of the government unfolds into a revolutionary act. Massive
demonstrations have been the key to every revolutionary transformation in history.
People start out filling the streets peacefully, petitioning the government. The
government fails to respond, then tries to disperse the crowds, People fight back and zap,
society becomes ungovernable.

PEACE OR ELSE

Of course, this didn't happen this past January 26 in Washington D.C. What did
happen was that a very diverse crowd of about 300,000 amerikans assembled in what they
assumed was their capital, to tell what they though was their government "Peace Please".
It was, with a few interesting exceptions, a very polite crowd of people. There were lots of
amerikan flags around, and a lot of yellow ribbons. Greenpeace showed up with a huge
inflated globe; big church delegations marched behind banners that said "Thou Shalt Not
Kill", and there were speeches by liberal politicians and Conscientious Objectors. The
Bread and Puppet Theatre group had rambling Uncle Sams on stilts, and many costumed
people engaged in street theatre.

The size of the demo was really impressive--the largest seen in many years. It was
much bigger than the Workers’ World/Ramsey Clark demo (using the COALITION
AGAINST US INTERVENTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST as their front) which had
taken place a week earlier, perhaps by a factor of ten. The guiding force in the January
26 demo was the CAMPAIGN FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, a broad group of
traditional peace activists which successfully managed to network many campus and
community groups to bring the march together. Some groups marching included Vietnam
Veterans Against The War, Jews, Muslims, Grey Panthers, and even a contingent of
surviving members of the Abraham Lincoln- Brigade who fought the Spanish fascists in

1936-39.
A large number of anarchists and squatters from the Lower Easlt Side made it 1o the

demo, many of them leaving from Tompkins Square Park the night before. At the
assembly point, the Lower East Side activists started a speakout on the side of the

Capitol reflecting pool where none of the demonstrators were supposed to go. They took
over one of the war memorials and unfurled a banner which showed Saddam Hussein
transmogrifying into George Bush and back again by way of a series of grisly skulls.
Another banner read: "Down with the New World Order". People came up and spoke
from the top of the war memorial, and the far side of the reflecting pool became a staging
area for a large anarchist contingent of perhaps two or three hundred.

The anarchists included a "black block” of people who were dressed in black and
marched close together for security, as well as a lot of plainclothes anarchists swarming
around, amoeba style. As the march progressed, people in and around the anarchist
contingent did various things to liven things up. A construction fence around the FBI
building suddenly came crashing down, subversive graffiti appeared out of nowhere on
the immaculate walls of government buildings, smoke bombs went off, and the Treasury
Building was pelted with paint bombs and rocks by an affinity group of faceless elves.
Then, someplace near the White House, a wild breakaway contingent ran up a side
street, smashing some bank windows and spraying graffiti, until a contingent of Federal
motorcycles and cop cars herded the nasty fringe elements back into the main crowd. The
one attempt at an arrest by cops ended in a perfect "un-arrest” as the intended victim’s
friends pulled him away from the pigs and deep into the mass of demonstrators.

For more than four hours, hundreds of thousands marched steadily past the White
House, followed by only-a handful of flag wavers who shouted pro-war slogans. When
asked why they didn’t enlist, none would answer. Back at the Ellipse field behind the
‘White House, where we all ended up, the Lower East Side people brought out a bullhorn
and held an open-mike speakout around a barrel fire which ended up being put out by
what appeared to be the entire Washington D.C. fire department.

Around the corner at Lafayette Park, more than a thousand demonstrators played
drums, banged on pots and pans and busted up the little wooden fences which the
Federal Parks Department was trying to build around them. The drumming had actually
started on the night that war broke out, initiated by a Rainbow encampment set up in the
park. The bang-in, which was plenty loud enough to be heard inside the White House,
continued for over a week after the demo, prompting some nasty remarks from the
rattled Commander-in-Chief.

Various participants in the demo took exception to the more aggressive tactics of the
anarchist contingent. Of course, none of these actions amounted to "violence", and
nobody was hurt. A demonstration, however peaceful, is a warning to the State of the
chaos which can result if it continues to fuck with people. A handful of protesters who are
willing to break the law at this stage of the game give a hint of the thousands who will
snarl up the system when the war party goes sour.

PHOTO BY DAVID SORCHER

PIGS FREAK OUT AT
GROUND WAR DEMO!!

By A. Kronstadt

On February 25, after the rather disappointing ending of the first big demo protesung
the commencement of the ground war in the Persian Gulf, a small group of
demonstrators led by an elderly woman piled bales of garbage and trash cans in the
middle of Seventh Avenue. A couple of piles of refuse were set on fire before the
demonstrators retreated. This demo met with more flak from the cops than previous
marches. It was much smaller than it should have been, since the organizers left
ambiguous messages on WBAI and pulled the group out of Times Square at 6:00 PM
when people were still showing up. The fact that the antiwar establishment failed to take
the initiative and postponed the protest until fully two days after the beginning of the
ground war detracted from the drama. It seemed as if the police brass sensed all this and
took the opportunity 1o show people who was boss. At one corner, cops formed a phalanx
and blocked the march from proceeding across Fifth Avenue. The marshals helped them
by linking arms and keeping anybody from locking horns with the cops. It seems that the
pig brass was quibbling about a small picket line in progress around the Philippine
Embassy being held by a Workers World front group. They didn’t want to risk having the
iwo marches coalesce, even though the smaller demo consisted of only about twenty
people.

Workers World, which was controlling security at both actions, placated the police by
dissolving the smaller demo. Then the cops let people move, but only a few feet before
another cop phalanx stopped the march. This time the provocation was too obvious, and
a pushing and shoving match ensued. Horses were brought around to intimidate people,
but the crowd eventually plowed through the line and took Fifth Avenue. There were
numerous clashes between cops and protestors over the presence of barricades
throughout the route, and four brutal arrests.

If the war continues much longer, there will be more repression, more demos, and
more people who will become convinced that resistance is necessary. Even if the U.S.
achieves its immediate goals in the Gulf, the moral imperative of these demonstrations is
not wasted. We will be disorderly, irrational, even crazy--but we will pever be sheep!
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THOUSANDS MARCH AGAINST THE WAR!!
SWP ATTEMPTS TO TAKE OVER DEMO!!

By A. Kronstadt and Chris Flash

A final planning meeting for the February 21st student walkout and anti-war
demonstration was held on February 19th at City College. A diverse sampling of activists
was present, including members of Students Against War and participants in the Earth
Day Wall Street Action, as well as activists from the Lower East Side and some student
anarchists. Scattered within the meeting were dozens of members of the Socialist
Workers Party (SWP); enough to constitute about a third of those in attendance. One
after another, they got up and pushed for an agenda which included:

-No direct action or civil disobedience to take place anywhere near the march, which is

to be strictly legal and worked out in advance with the cops.

-Most of the demo to consist of standing in one place listening to 50 speakers. The

high school students were so incensed at this attempt to turn the raucous angry demo

that they were envisioning into a hellishly boring talkathon that they insisted on giving
up their own speaking slot.

-Marshals to be led by "experienced" people, presumably their own members.

The SWPers would sometimes identify themselves as such, and sometimes not. You'd
see their senior member raise her hand to vote and a whole bunch of people would look
over and raise their hands too. It was like "Invasion of the Body Snatchers”.

The SWP is a splinter group from the U.S. Communist Party which originally took the
side of Trotsky against Stalin. They advocate a society where the government, dominated
by their own party, controls everything. The government in the world that they most
admire today is Cuba. They practice an internal system of discipline called "democratic
centralism", where everyone must uphold the party line to the outside world (though
some internal discussion and criticism are permitted). The party is everything, and
building the party is the main object of everything that everybody does. The group had
lost most of its members in the early 1980's and the 200 or so "cadre” had been confining
themselves to publishing and distributing their paper "The Militant" for years. With the
outbreak of war, they seem 1o have sensed the opportunity to emerge from the
woodwork. They have never had any quaims about packing meetings with their own
members, since they believe that anything that advances the interests of their party is
justified.

Led by the high school students, advocates of direct action argued that a
demonstration is not just about numbers--that a real threat of disruption had to be there
in order to get the attention of the war-mongers. The party bureaucrats defended their
inflated speakers list by trying to guilt-trip everybody else, saying that they had worked so
hard on it and now we were all just trying to poke holes in everything. An unexpected
move of the high school activists in giving up their own speaking slot to protest the storm
of hot air tripped up the SWP plans and the list was pared down. Their plan to control
the marshaling of the march was thwarted by students who argued that empowerment for
students meant that students had to control their own demonstrations, and the meeting
voted overwhelmingly for all-student marshals. The one point where the SWP won was on
the issue of separating the direct action from the demonstration as a whole, so as to avoid
scaring off the more timid participants in the demo.

Of course, the people at the demo turned out 1o be less timid than the SWP expected.
After listening to many speakers al a rally behind FBI and FEMA headquarters at 26
Federal Plaza, thousands of marchers, composed of students and members of the SWP
and WWP (Workers’ World Party) using several front groups, began their march
downtown toward the financial district. After a detour to the World Trade Center, where
a large pig pen composed of barriers had been set up in advance, the marchers stood by
as a second wave of boring speakers took chances at the SWP’s sound system on their
flatbed truck. At each stop, SWP and WWP members quickly set up tables stocked with
their boring literature. Items that sold best were pamphlets with quotes from Malcolm X.
In spite of the agreed upon marshaling by students, SWPers kept their "security" detail in
front of the march, telling people where to move, stopping photographers, and generally
trying 1o act tough as they were escorted by uniformed and plainclothes cops. They could
be seen huddled several times with Inspector Gilmartin and Chief McCabe, getting police
approval of the parade route.

When the march finally got under way again, over 100 students and Anarchists broke
away from the march down Broadway and in a "direct action", hit the American Stock
Exchange building on Trinity Place, trashing as they went. They later met up with the
"legal" march, which by then was standing at the steps of Federal Hall at Wall and Broad
Streets, listening to a third wave of speakers. The New York Stock Exchange nearby was
neatly blocked off by cops.

After the speeches, the march made it’s way to City Hall park, walking with traffic, as
ordered. As the marchers entered the intersection of Broadway and Park Place, cops
tried to break them up to allow traffic through, but suddenly the students protested, with
some staging a sit-in. When cops, led by Captain Frey, tried to arrest them, the crowd
erupted and began (o unarrest people and push cops into the street. For the next half
hour, a pushing match ensued between a mass of cops and a larger unmoveable mass of
people. Some cops hit people with clubs and some people hit back, taking a cop’s hat off
his head. (He didn’t get it back!!)

Later, what was left of the march split up between the ACT-UP demonstration in
Times Square against Inspector Jonasch’s ordering cops to beat gays at a recent peaceful
demonstration, and another demonstration outside the 7th precinct on Pitt Street, where
those arrested where taken.

PHOTO BY JACK DAWKINS
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SWP "SECURITY" PLOTS PARADE ROUTE WITH COPS
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NATIONAL KAMPAIGN FOR PEACE IN

THE MID-EAST MARCHES ON MACY’S

BY ISSAR

Sunday, February 17, 2:00 PM, Times Square. A city-wide demonstration against the
Persian Gulf War is assembling in Times Square. As approximately 8 thousand people
gather to hear the initial speeches, hundreds of new arrivals are turned away from the
area facing the stage. Even though there’s plenty of room, NYC cops encircle the crowd
with dozens of blue barricades and close them completely. Let's call it Pig Pen #1.

Cops are ordering arriving persons across 44th Street to another corral. Let’s call it
Pig Pen #2. As the new pig pen is filled all the way to the next block, Pig Pen #3 is set
up across 45th Street. Once the pig pens are closed by the cops, no one is allowed to
enter them, so it's impossible to move toward the stage to hear the speeches, which are
inaudible from Pig Pens #2 and #3. Everyone on the sidewalks is ordered to keep
moving.

Some people walk between the pig pens and exhort the crowds to demand the removal
of the barricades. They're met with helpless stares behind rows of blue uniforms. No
acknowledgement of this overt violation of the constitutional right of public assembly is
forthcoming from the National Campaign for Peace, which controls the stage.

None of the people in Pig Pens #2 and #3 can hear anything, so about 4 thousand
people are standing there for over an hour--talking, smoking, and shuffling around in the
cold. They don’t miss much. Former Congresswoman Bella Abzug is the headliner. She
delivers a boring, unreal speech.

Everyone’s waiting to march to the United Nations--1) an international body of over
150 member states, of which exactly 12 voted to "authorize" the United States
Government to slaughter some 80,000 Iraqi soldiers and civilians so far, 2) a body
established after WWII to "promote the peaceful resolution of international conflicts"--
which by 1991 had been turned into an international businessmen’s club, politically
approving, directing, and choreographing theatres of warfare for profit at the behest of
those willing and able to pay publicly acknowledged bribes to its key member states and,
3) which despite its charter to "promote the peaceful resolution of international
conflicts”, is now refusing to endorse a ceasefire in one conflict on the grounds that one
of the parties to this conflict is insisting that its own public declarations calling for a
peaceful resolution in another nearby conflict be observed in reality...

With this in mind, 8 thousand people are standing in pig pens in Times Square--ready
to march to this respected and renown Institute of Peace standing tall upon the windy
shores of New York’s clear, pristine, and unpolluted East River, where "the flyin’ fishes
play". As the pig pens come down and we start moving, a rumor suddenly spreads
through the crowd that we’re not going to the UN after all. We're going to Macy's.
Macy's? What did they do? Prices too high? Is this Thanksgiving?

If you blinked, you missed the whole march--even if you were in it. Ten minutes after
we start, all 8 thousand people are 7 blocks south on 35th Street, all marching straight
back into brand new little pig pens. As soon as we get back inside the new barricades,
cops with bullhorns start walking up and down, ordering interested passersby to keep
moving. Anyone stopping for a moment to listen to any of the new speeches is
immediately driven off by the cops.

As if this abortion wasn’t enough, one of the directors of the National Campaign for
Peace, Leslie Kagan--who apparently failed to obtain a marching permit to go to the UN-
-gets up on stage and starts telling people that we marched to Macy’s in order to
proselytize the shoppers: "We came to Herald Square to talk to people. 1t's important to
talk to people. There’s more people here than at the UN.”

Not only did these jerks allow themselves to be bluffed out and bullied by the
blowhards of the NYPD, they lied about it to the crowd in order to cover up the fact that
it was the cops themselves who told them where to march to and how to act once they got
there.

The only redeeming part of the day was the breakaway anarchist march afterwards.
Approximately 50 people sallied down to the sally gardens completely unchallanged for
at least an hour, from Herald to Washington to Tompkins Squares--rearranging all the
sidewalk furniture along the way--to shocked looks from the other patriotic pedestrians.

The anarchists are like an alarm clock for their fat, drunken, lazy couch-potato Uncle
sleeping it off in front of the boob-tube, which is showing real scenes of horror and
genocide--now that he's fallen asleep. The anarchists are like a wake-up service.

Time to wake up and smell the coffee assholes! The reflection of the guy dragging the
holy-of-holies-American-flag through the muddy puddles on Broadway is a cipher--a
reflection in your own morning shaving mirrors. The rolling can of garbage in your
street is your own society.

There are only two reasons Americans support this war: Ignorance or Racism.
American patriots! Take your pick.
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