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GEORGIE BUSH GETS HIS WAR

By Chris Flash
Whether or not you agree with any of the reasons or excuses for US troops to be
involved in the Persian Gulf "crisis®, or if you're just not sure what to think, just
think about this: \

Bush has gotten consent for the deployment of troops in Saudi Arabia from the
member nations of the United Nations, but not from the American people. The US
Congress didn’t get around to voting on whether to support Bush’s actions until a few days
before Bush’s January 15 deadline. By the time Congress decided to play their
constitutional role, they were faced with troops already deployed, so their vote was not
whether to allow Bush to send troops, but whether to support the military use of those
troops. So much for the system of checks and balances!!

Kuwait was created by the British petroleum industry which installed the royal family to
keep the population under control and the oil flowing.

Bush's family has drilling rights in the Persian Guilf area, not very far from where the
American troops are deployed.

Wars are not fought for differences of ideology, but for oil and other natural resources,

Poor economic conditions cause military enlistments to rise, using promises of free
college and cash bonuses as an inducement. Mostly poor Blacks and Hispanics take the
bait.

Oil consumption has almost single-handedly been destroying the environment (air
pollution, ocean spills, etc). Alternative energy technology (solar, windmill, etc) has been
suppressed by the oil conglomerates, who hope to have a monopoly on the new technology
when the oil finally runs out, or when they are finally forced by the people o stop polluting
the planet, whichever comes first.

President Bush may either back off in the face of an avalanche of public outrage against
him, or he will plunge even further ahead and implement his new powers under the broadly
expanded FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Act) Program. This allows Bush to
seize assets and private property, round up political dissidents classified as "terrorists” into
concentration camps, set up summary executions, and suspend constitutional rights to
create the NEW WORLD ORDER of his dreams. To use his powers under FEMA, Bush
need only declare a "National Emergency”, which he already did on August 2, 1990, when
he enacted Executive Order #12722!!

The Pentagon has decided they will control all media reporting in the Persian Guif in
order to prevent a repeat of Vietnam-style coverage that outraged the nation and
radicalized young people, speeding the momentum that led to the end of the war. The
mainstream media has made only a feeble symbolic protest in writing against the
censorship, but it doesn’t matter anyway. They are all controlled by the government and
military defense contractors in whose benefit it is to keep their reports censored, watered
down and otherwise distorted. After all, it is the mainstream media that kept the
propoganda mill working overtime to sell the US on the idea that Saddam Hussein is
another "Hitler", so who are they fooling? On top of that, the media has been refusing to
air any ads that expose the lies being pushed by the Bush Administration and it’s media
lackies, so who are they to talk about censorship?

Just remember:

It is in the corporate and government interest Lo suppress any new technology and
alternatives to existing industry and consumer products, such as electric autos and street
cars instead of gas burners, solar power to heat homes and cook food, soybeans for plastics,

| hemp for paper and cardboard, herbs instead of prescription drugs, organic fertilizer
: instead of chemicals, etc.

: They stay in power through our participation in the system they control. With everyone
;. dropping out of their system, they will only have themselves (o feed off of. Finding and
creating alternatives to what they control will not only put them out of business, but will
enable us to regain control of our lives and environment.

If any of this bothers you, there are plenty of things you can do to help put the
., military Industrial complex and multinational corporate conglomerates out of

business:
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SHADOW ADVERTISING RATES:

"PRESIDENT BUSH PRAYED
FOR PEACE, BUT CONTINUED
TO PREPARE FOR WAR"--

(WINS radio news report, Jan.15,
6:00PM Eastern time

You can demand that the mainstream media air equal time ads and announcements
against the war and Bush’s circumventing of the constitution.

You can demand suspension of military recruiting ads on radio and television. Boycotts
of the offending stations and their advertisers are an effective way to convince them.

You can boycott and direct actions toward entities (corporate and otherwise) that call
for military action and that will benefit from such action.

Don’t buy a new car and try not to drive any vehicles. Use mass transit and/or non-
polluting transportation wherever possible.

Don't drink alcohol, smoke tobacco, borrow money from banks, buy on credit (credit
cards, layaway, financing), register to vote, register for the draft, pay taxes, or use death
drugs (heroin, cocaine, speed) and prescription drugs.

Boycott the mainstream media--Support the underground press and pirate radio.

Most of all, you can BRING THE WAR HOME!! Don't let the warmakers do their
thing in peace!! There are many ways to express your feelings--be creative!!

NO BLOOD FOR OIL

By Nashua

Saddam Hussein will go down in history as one of the most Machiavellian political
manipulators of the late 20th century.

The dictator of a small country has, by the simple action of invading the miniscule oil
producing state of Kuwait, grabbed the international spotlight and brought the world to the
brink of war. Kuwait was carved out of the desert by the British in 1921. But Saddam can
not bear the blame alone because it is the United States and other oil consuming countries
that have given Saddam the power he now wields.

The secret to Saddam'’s power is the vast gulf that lies between the legitimate demands
of one hundred million Arab people and the bankrupt rulers of Arab countries together
with the racist rulers of Israel (known throughout the world as Occupied Palestine).

Saddam’s gamble that popular hatred of the United States and its client states in the
region will destroy the so-called allied coalition arrayed against Iraq now depends on the
actions Israel will take in the coming conflict. Those actions are influenced by long held
Israeli dreams of expanding their borders permanently to include southern Lebanon and a
West Bank emptied of its "troublesome" Palestinian residents.

Saddam has made it clear that in the event of war he will quickly attack Israel to draw
the country into the war. But according to news reports, Saddam won't have to try hard
because the Israelis have mobilized their forces (including 150-200 nuclear weapons) and
are itching to get into the fight. :

Meanwhile, along Iraq’s northern border, the Turkish army, the largest in Nato, sits '
ready to intervene. The Turkish government wants to grab the parts of Kurdistan within
Irag. The Kurdish people are a nation divided by the British after World War I between
Iraq, Turkey and Iran.

It was in Kurdistan that Saddam used poison gas (manufactured with the help of the
U.S. and West Germany) to kill 5,000 rebellious Kurds in a village that had the misfortune
of being occupied by Iran.

The Turkish government has also viciously repressed its own Kurdish population and
they are greedily eyeing the parts of Kurdistan within Iraq. That is why the newly unified
German government deployed fighter jets in Turkey, the first foreign military deployment
from Germany since the end of World War II.

But while Saddam sits in his bunker waiting for his country to be dismembered, he is
surely hoping that his trump card, the rage of the Arab people, will begin to topple leaders
such as Egypt’s Mubarek and Syria’s Hassan. Maybe faced with the Arab people’s deep
resentment of decades of foreign domination through the oil cartels, these governments will
fall.

But whatever the developments, the Middle East and the world will enter a period of
hatred and national fervor directed against the forces which destroy Irag. The world will be
less stable, more dangerous and closer to World War than ever before. All the lofty goals of
war mongers like George Bush will have been smashed and their own rule will come to fall.
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NO NEW WORLD ORDER
By A. Bertoli

In an attempt to counter the global decline of American influence, President George
Bush, oil man, is once again rattling the sabre of US imperialism. Derived from the fact
that US economic clout is weakening, the essence of the New World Order is the
projection of American military domination everywhere. Consequently, the war in the Gulf
is about the "right" of the US to control the Middle East. It’s all about power, profits and
oil, and a morally repugnant military intent on justifying its continued existence.

The aggression on the part of the US corporate ruling elite, its military war-lords and
munitions dealers, is aimed not only at Iraq, Saddam Hussein, and the Palestinians, but the
entire Arab world, Europe and Japan, the Soviet Union and anyone else who doesn’t go
along with-their plan, their New World Order.

In order to insure long term control of Mid-East oil, which constitutes 2/3 of the
world’s strategic commodity reserve, US strategists are determined to establish a
permanent military base there. The maintenance of US corporate monopoly over oil prices,
which amounts to global extortion, is insured through massive US military/police presence,
a presence designed to insure passivity, particularly in those sectors of the local population
most exploited under the present profit distribution scheme.

At home, economic collapse and major recessions are evident, with massive lay-offs,
higher costs, and less work, housing and healthcare available. A public made gullible
through hard times is primed to hate an external enemy. The war, on prime time, in color,
(censored of course), tries to divert popular anger away from the source of domestic ills,
namely the wealthy corporate bosses, towards a "madman” who actually did nothing that
hadn’t been done before (eg. Greneda, Panama etc.). The threat of war helps to promote
billion dollar Pentagon budgets to a "peace dividend" oriented public, whose aim in the
coming period must be the reclamation of the wealth of the people for real and pressing
social needs rather than submilt to the dictatorial control of the Pentagon, Inc.

The adventure of war is being sold to poor and working class youth, bored and
frightened with few options, mostly Black and Latino. These are the expendable ones,
casualties of cuts in college tuition aid and planned shrinkage in education. They are
products of a high-tech media environment which saw to it that they were never going (o
really be all that they could be. They are cannon fodder for the generals, pawns in their
game, who must be told to resist their own dehumanization and to boycott the military
machine for their own survival. They must see the devil of white supremacy at work in the
Pentagon, its racist and profoundly sexist spirit, its predictable anti-Arabisms meant (o set
the table for mass murder of possibly hundreds of thousands of people.

Operation Desert Shield, psy-war code name for the US military operation in the
Middle East, is one component of a more general orientation towards US world
domination and control. "Peace" for the National Security State and its New World Order,
is insured through the implementation of military and economic strategies, both in the
"front" as well as "rear guard" countries. In the US itself, the hand of the war makers is
evident in the build up and militarization of a police apparatus correlated Lo domestic
"emergency management" requirements, coordinated federally by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). These requirements are simply to identify and neutralize
resistance 1o Pentagon war operations. Real or staged terrorist actions could be used to
declare "martial rule", round up and detain hundreds if not thousands of people. Resistance
to these likelihoods must begin now. We must target the munitions manufacturers, banks
and oil companies, and others who are key operatives in militarisms chain of command...

Finally, the eruption of war in Iraq, if it should occur, is no more than one more overt
manifestation of what has remained constant over the past 4 decades, namely, the
totalitarian machinations of the military industrial complex. War, for the US State and its
fascist ruling class, is continuous, and is limited only by popular resistance at home and
abroad. War making is spiritual sickness, where the demons of violence are rewarded in
blood, where medals grace the bloated bodies of greed. The problem and the challenge is
this: In order to stop the big business war machine, whose clandestine managers live in
shadows, we must take apart the war making system itself. Simply stated, the requirement
of peace is the necessity of revolution. Peace means Revolution.

CLASS WAR - NOT IMPERIALIST WAR !

Naturally the common people don't want
war...but after all it is the leaders of a
country who determine the policy, and it is
always a simple matter to drag the people
along, whether it is a democracy, or a fascist
dictatorship, or a parliament, or a
communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice,
the people can always be brought to the
bidding of the leaders. That is easy. Alkyou
have to do is tell them they are being
attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack
of patriotism and exposing the country to
danger. It works the same in every country.
--Hermann Goering

WAR IS THE HEALTH OF THE STATE
By P.Nip

Bush’s hot nuts for war is a panic response to the decline of US power. The war frenzy
serves both international and domestic needs. As the US economy collapses, the ruling
elites need to divert popular anger away from themselves and on to an external scapegoat--
Saddam Hussein. Real or contrived terrorist threats in the US will provide the convenient
justification for a domestic clamp-down on unrest, protest and dissent.

In the wake of the fall of the Soviet bloc, the US elites need a new excuse to maintain
the "National Security State" and the military industrial complex. Apparently, the "War on
Drugs" was an insufficient justification. Throughout the 1980s, the US military machine has
been subsidized by massive deficit spending underwritten by Japan and West Germany.
With the new economic superpowers of a United Europe and Japan rapidly soaring past
the US in financial might, the only ticket to global power which the US still holds is military
might. In order to assure that the new power blocs do not cut the US out, Bush and his pals
need to convince them that the world is still a dangerous place, that they still need a global
cop 1o secure resources such as oil from uppity "third world" strongmen. If Saddam Hussein
did not exist, it would be necessary to create him.

WHAT IS REALLY GOING ON

By Issar

What is really going on is that this country is being bamboozled into sacrificing its own
young flesh and blood on the filthy altar of Eternal Universal Crime. Stand fast against the
madness of those whose corruption runs so deep they imagine it glory, whose dishonesty is
called cleverness, and whose bald lies are broadcast from every television and radio tower!
They choose war because they seek to profit. For them, peace has never been an option.
Not in ten thousand years have they ever seen the profit in it.

In my lifetime, they murdered one man to slaughter a million in South East Asia, In the
1980s, they littered Central America with the bones of the poor. A million died in the war
between Iraq and Iran and nobody tried to stop it. Why not? That particular carnage was
seen to profit Europe.

As Noam Chomsky has said, the Bush Government opposces linking a Palestinian Peace
Conference with a diplomatic scitlement in Kuwail, because they've opposed both the
peace conference and the diplomatic seitlement---obviously they oppose linking the (wo.

The press claims "a blunder” caused the US Ambassador 10 Iraq to tell Saadam Hussein
that the US Government could give "no opinion” on the then imminent Iragi invasion of
Kuwait. Two days after "the blunder”, the US Ambassador to Iraq left Baghdad "to go on
vacation". Two days after this, Saadam Ilusscin heeded these unmistakable signals by
invading Kuwait. Anyone who belicves that the US State Department is capable of
"blundering” in that manner with "another Hitler", really needs a long vacation themselves
al an appropriately restful sanitorium.

So what can be behind all this except an elaborate plan to establish a plausibly deniable
pretext for the permanent stationing of hundreds of thousands of US troops in the very
heart of the Middle East oil fields?

Yes, this war was incvitable---it’s been inevilable for 27 years---cver since the CIA 1ook
complete control of the US Government and drove it directly into Vietnam. A government
established by crime fosters crime.  People of conscience in this country should consider
that the chain of endless slaughter that follows America’s movement through history can
never be broken until a clear majority of Americans is cducated out of the morass of
ignorance and apathy into which it is sunk.
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ANTI-WAR DEMONSTRATORS
BRING THE WAR HOME!!

By Chris Flash

Almost as soon as President Bush announced his January 15 deadline for Iraqi troops to
end its occupation of Kuwait, anti-war demonstrations broke out simultaneously in cities
all over the country. In Washington, D.C., demonstrators have been maintaining a vigil in
Lafayette Park, across the street from the White House. Some people have even set up a
memorial wall with names of American soldiers who have died so far in the Persian Gulf.
In San Francisco, protestors took over the Golden Gate bridge, and a SHADOW source
reported 4,000 protestors at the Federal building there, burning and trashing unattended
police cars on January 16. At one point, fighting broke out between "peaceful” protestors
and angry Anarchists when the "peace nazis", as they were called, decried the Anarchists’
expression of anger. Even so, fires hurned all night. The next day, 3,000 demonstrators
marched on Market Street and 5,000 hit the stock exchange. According to the source, they
plan to return every day if necessary.

In New York City, demonstrations have taken place since January 13, targetting the United
Nations, source of the resolution supporting Bush’s war, and Times Square, historical site
of anti-war protests. On January 14, approximately 400 demonstrators, mostly high school
students representing STUDENTS AGAINST WAR who took the day off from school,
rallied at the Times Square recruiting station where they were met by more than 100 cops
with horses, cars, trucks, vans and scooters. The marchers were kept on the sidewalk by the
line of cops that followed as they headed down Broadway to Union Square. Several
skirmishes broke out between pigs and demonstrators along the way, leading to some
arrests, some un-arrests, flag burnings and a snowball fight. After a brief rally at Union
Square, some marchers ran downtown past the police horses trying to corral them. Some
pigs tossed their nightsticks at the feet of demonstrators in an effort to trip them. As the
marchers ranks thinned out, pigs picked off protestors for selective arrests.

The next day, a massive noon rally was held at the United Nations, attended by more than
1,000 people. While most of the participants were unaffiliated politically, the
demonstration itself was set up by the Workers World Party (WWP), who had a permit for
a sound system.

On January 16, shortly after news reports that cities in Iraq had been bombed by
American and British forces, Times Square and the U.N. were again the sites of huge
demonstrations, alternating between both locations. Thousands rallied at the U.N, at
10:00PM, and hundreds marched back and forth to Times Square, up and down side
streets, defying police attempts to contain them in barricaded areas. In the face of the
incredible numbers against them, the cops wisely chose to back off and not make any
moves against the people. By 11:00PM, the marchers joined a rally of over 3,000 people
already in progress at 47th Street and First Avenue. Soon, a giant bonfire was lit, fed by a
stack of police barriers. The march then continued back to Times Square and then down
toward Wall Street. On the way downtown, some marchers took the Brooklyn Bridge,
walking in between cars jammed on the roadway.

Suddenly, a car with two men inside accelerated and ran down seven people, killing two of
them. As the crowd panicked and ran, a woman was forced over the railing and fell 90 feet,
leaving her in critical condition. The car passenger was seen tossing a paper bag containing
something into the water before running away. The driver was pulled out of the car and
beaten to the ground as the demonstrators destroyed his vehicle. Inside the car were
several empty bottles of booze, and the driver reportedly reeked of alcohol. Pigs, who were
following closely behind the march at all times, waited for more than ten minutes before
approaching the accident scene. When asked why they were not helping, one pig responded,
"This is what your peace marches turn out to be". One pig told another man "You should
have all gotten hit". Other pigs were seen laughing among themselves as the bodies of those
hit lay nearby. After a while, pigs cleared the area by pushing and clubbing everyone in
their way. The police ambulance that finally arrived only radioed for other ambulances,

but did nothing for the injured being comforted by the other demonstrators. (The driver
was later only charged with "Drunk Driving"!!)

As of this writing, January 17, the New York City demonstrators plan to continue their
protest against the war every night until the troops are pulled out of Saudi Arabia.

PHOTOS (Clockwise from top): Demonstrators break through barriersin
Times Square--Jan.14; Pigs grab young man in chokehold in Times Square--
Jan.14; Flag burns in Times Square--Jan.16; Death car surrounded on Brooklyn
Bridge--Jan.16. PHOTOS BY PIED PIPER
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BERLN SOUATTERS BATTLE TROOPSIN 3 DAY RIOT

Months of anti-squatter propoganda in the media set the stage for a premeditated
police action to evict squatters of Pfarrstrasse in Prenzlauerberg in the early morning
hours of Monday, November 12th. After the eviction, 40-50 squatters from a squatter
complex on Mainzerstrasse (Main Street) in the former East German district of
Friedrichshain went to Pfarrstrasse to demonstrate in support of the evicted squatters.

At the time, Mainzerstrasse was home to approximately 200 squatters in 12 buildings
housing gays and straights, along with a bookstore and neighborhood playground for
children. Mainzerstrasse and Prenzlauerberg are in poor neighborhoods in what was
formerly East Berlin, but since the West German government formally took over Germany
in what they called "reunification” on October 3rd, these areas have become desirable to
real estate developers due to their central location in Berlin. In East Berlin, where there
was no private property, former owners of buildings before the end of WWII are now
seeking the return of their buildings.

In anticipation of rising real estate values stemming from the "reunification",
speculators have been buying old buildings and sitting on them as the value increases. The
squat movement that began around 1981-82 led to a new law in West Germany that
stopped owners from keeping their buildings empty, requiring them to renovate them
where necessary. In addition, the German government was afraid of the growing squatter
movement as squatters have occupied privately and government-owned buildings. The
government’s strategy was to give residential contracts with unfavorable terms to occupied
squats, knowing the squats would not accept them. Some squatters, afraid they would get
nothing, accepted the contracts, causing division between groups of squatters. By October
3, when the West German government took power, all deals were off.

The German Democratic Republic (GDR) of East Germany was broke, and as East
Germans watched scenes of luxury and abundant consumer goods available in West
Germany on their televisions, their growing anger and discontent led to the breaking down
of the Berlin Wall. East Germany is now in a difficult position since the "reunification".
Since then, though wages have doubled, rents and the cost of living have more than
doubled. Four million unemployed are now estimated, where before the "reunification",
there was no unemployment in East Berlin.

Riot cops used the demonstration by the Mainzerstrasse squatters as an excuse to hit
their squats as well, and by noon on November 12th, Mainzerstrasse was invaded by police
riot vehicles, water cannon tanks and armored personnel carriers. After pushing into
parked cars and bicycles and shooting water into windows of buildings, the police soon left,
only to return later that day. Meanwhile, the Mainzerstrasse squatters and their neighbors
built barricades in anticipation of their return.

By 11:00 that night, approximately 500 riot cops returned to Mainzerstrasse with their
vehicles, trying for five hours to break through the barricades. The people fought the pigs
back with molotov cocktails, slingshots, cobblestones and flare guns as the riot cops
cordoned off the surrounding neighborhood. West German police were exclusively used for
the raid, because East German police are not trusted after some of them have expressed
support for the squatters and since most have no riot experience. Failing to penetrate the
barriers, the riot cops retreated, but kept the area surrounded.

The next morning, November 13th, special riot forces from all over Germany came to
support the riot cops. During the stand off, the people built up their barricades (which
included a commandeered street car), gave interviews with reporters and met with
University professors and members of the local community parliament, some of whom
stayed in the squats with the squatters. People were free to come and go as the riot cops
stood by quietly.

g |

Members of AUTONOMOUS SANITAT set up a First Aid Station on Mainzerstrasse,
staffed by 20 workers wearing special First Aid hats, and two doctors with medical
supplies. This group was formed in the late 1970s as an alternative to the slow ambulance
response at demonstrations and riots, and due to the collaboration between ambulance
workers and police who usually come to hospitals to pick up injured protestors.

At approximately 4:00 on the morning of November 14th, while still dark outside, a
suspicious fire broke out in a residential building on Mainzerstrasse in a basement coal
pile. This was an ominous sign since the riot cops had sent a message that they would
attack at 5:00AM. The squatters tried to extinguish the fire, but had to open their
barricades just enough to allow firemen and a hose to enter. Soon after the firemen left
with evacuated residents, about 3,000 riot cops with special vehicles began their final
assault between 5-6:00AM. Pigs came over roofs as their vehicles pushed through the seven
barricades. 500 people fought back with their homemade weapons for two hours before the
pigs finally succeeded in penetrating the block and rounding them up. 370 were arrested
while others got away. Those entering buildings to escape were beaten brutally by the pigs
during the eviction. 300 were charged with "Trespassing", while the other 70 were charged
with violating the "Anti-Riot Act". (According to German law, if you are present at a riot
and do not leave the scene, you can be charged with riotting). Those people are facing a
posmhle ten year sentence

-hesww

By Chris Flash
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Others cnught by cops at the bamcades were chnrxed with assaulting the cops, while
the SANITAT workers were allowed to carry three injured people (a broken elbow, a head
wound and a gunshot wound in the foot resulting from a riot cop’s "warning" shot!!) on
stretchers to waiting ambulances. They and the doctors were later arrested and charged
with violating the Anti-Riot Act.

After the squatters and their supporters were arrested and rounded up, the riot cops
closed off the street, allowing only those with special 1D cards to enter the residential
block. The squat buildings were closed off and squatters’ belongings were destroyed,
though some student groups and supporters were able to enter the buildings and salvage
some items. Most of the Mainzerstrasse squatters have since relocated to other squat
buildings.

In New York Clty, several Lower East Side squatters picketted in front of the German
embassy at Park Avenue and 57th Street on November 25th in solidarity with the German
squatters. Since the Mainzerstrasse eviction, two additional squat buildings were evicted in
December, and Mayor Walter Mompar, who vowed to crush the squatter resistance at
Mainzerstrasse and called in the massive number of riot cops to evict them, saw the

collapse of his fragile coalition government when leftists walked out in solidarity with the
squatters.

PIGS CORNER SQUATTERS OUTSIDE SQUAT BUILDINGS ON
| NOV.14. (Photo by Rosa),..
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SQUATTER MOVEMENTS IN
CENTRAL AMERICA

By Bill Weinberg

Squatter movements exist throughout Central America, and are an integral part of the
revolutionary process which has been shaking the region for over ten years now. In many
areas, squatting has become an important part of the economy. Not only are abandoned
buildings squatted in almost every Central American capital, but campesinos (peasants)
are also forced to squat land in the count.ryside--so in Central America squatting is
meeting food needs as well as housing needs.

The root of the crisis in Central America is the region’s incredibly skewed land
distribution. As large corporate-contracted banana plantations, cattle ranches, and coffee
and cotton farms expanded (always with infusions of finance from the likes of Wall Street
and the World Bank), campesinos who used the land to grow corn and beans to feed
themselves were squeezed out--leading to hunger, poverty and support for leftists guerillas.
It has also led to rural squatting which has become so widespread that it is estimated that
one out of every six campesino families in Costa Rica is farming land to which it does not
hold legal title. Such rural squatters are known as precaristas, because they are in a
precarious position--they can be kicked off of their land at any moment. And they
frequently are--either by the hired goons of local ranchers and oligarch coffee growers, or
by government death squads.

The corporate banana plantations are contracted by the likes of R.J.Reynolds (Del Monte)
and United Brands (Chiquita), while the coffee and cotton plantations are generally owned
by the local oligarchies (such as El Salvador’s "Fourteen Families", or Panama’s "Twenty
Families"), They both leave lots of land unused as a speculation, and make intensive use
of dangerous pesticides in the land under cultivation. Cotton and cattle production
require few employees, while conditions on the coffee plantations frequently border on
actual slavery, with employees running up debt to the landlord faster than they can earn it
off, while their children are being exposed to toxic pesticides. More and more Central
American campesinos feel that they have no option other than to go precarista, and the
movement is rapidly growing.

Panama

When the United States invaded Panama last Christmas, aerial bombardment devastated
the poor barrio of Chorillo in Panama City. The Pentagon claimed that this was merely
due to the proximity of Panamanian military barracks, but many believe that the bombing
was actually designed to crush fierce resistance in the barrio. At least hundreds were
killed, and thousands were left homeless as their houses were hit by incendiary bombs.
Afterwards, the US military rounded up these homeless refugees in a giant hangar at
Albrook Air Field in the US-controlled Canal Zone. Since then, the population has
trickled out of the hangar as most of the refugees have accepted cash settlements from the
US. The US occupation forces bar the refugees from returning to Chorillo. It also seems
that the money offered by the US in insufficient for the refugees to start anew somewhere
else, since many of them have wound up squatting in buildings partially destroyed during
the invasion. Others have refused the money and have taken the US government to court
demanding more.

On July 20, 1990, in Panama’s Carribean province of Colon, nearly 50 families who had
been left homeless by the invasion were evicted from the vacant buildings they had been
squatting by US troops with attack dogs and armed personnel carriers. Several of the
mothers of these families started a hunger strike on August 1 to demand a return of their
squats.

Panama remains in a severe economic crunch, and US aid has not even been sufficient to
rebuild what the invasion destroyed. Homelessness remains at crisis level, and unless
Congress coughs up enough money for Panama to effectively rebuild (which is unlikely),
squatting will certainly grow.

Nicaragua

Another Central American city never rebuilt after being partially destroyed is the
Nicaraguan capital, Managua. Managua was actually devastated twice within six years.
The first time was by a massive earthquake in 1972. Afterwards, aid poured into the
country from the US and Europe, yet Managua was not rebuilt--the corrupt US-supported
dictator Anastasio Somoza simply pocketed the aid in an embezzlement scheme. This
didn’t go over too well with the populace, and the dictator soon found himself being driven
from power by a revolutionary movement led by the Sandista guerillas. In July 1979, when
he could finally cling to power no longer, he gave the country a good-bye present before
high-tailing it to Miami with the national treasury: he had Managua aerial bombed with
his government’s lone Israeli-made warplane.

When the US imposed an embargo in Nicaragua six years later, as a part of the effort to
"destabilize" the Sandinista government, Nicaragua’s economy fell apart and a squatter
population boomed in the vacant buildings which had been partially destroyed by either
the earthquake or Somoza's bombardment. The Sandinistas, with other things on their
minds, did not interfere. The new US-backed Chamorro government has talked of
removing the squatters, but many of them still remain.

The Sandinistas had also been extensively involved with rural squatter movements. A base
of their support in the countryside came from a campesino group called the Association of
Rural Workers, or ATC. In the final days of the Somoza regime, the ATC started
squatting the large plantations and ranches. In fact, Leon province was under the control
of the Sandinistas and the ATC squatters even before Somoza had given up power in
Managua. The landowners had fled and the squatters were in control.

After the Sandinistas took Managua on July 19, 1979, the squatter movement in the
countryside was brought under control by the new government. Squatters on land which
had belonged to Somozistas (i.e. overt cronies and ass-lickers of the Somoza regime) were
allowed to stay, and were granted legal title to the land. The former Somozista plantations
became ATC collectives. However, if it could not be proven that the former landowner was
Somozista, it was returned to his hands and the squatters were evicted.

More SQUATTER MOVEMENTS On i’dge i iy
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PIGS EVICT BRONX SQUATSY

BY CHRIS FLASH
On December 4, 1990, 52 squatter families of the Inner City Press group were forcibly
evicted from their city-owned homestead building at 1724 Crotona Park East in the Bronx.
Days before, on December 1, a suspicious fire in another homestead in 1728 forced
squatters to join those already living in 1724, The Buildings Dep’t. quickly declared both
buildings unsafe even though the fire damage at 1728 was limited to one floor and only
part of the roof, and both buildings were already occupied and renovated over the past two
years. Ironically, the City of New York issued electrical permits for work at 1724 that
would have brought the building up to code.
In the two years that the buildings had been occupied, the city tried but failed in court to
get the residents evicted. In the four months preceding the fire at 1728, Peter Cantillo, of
the Dep't. of "Housing, Preservation and Development" (HPD), came to the buildings to
threaten evictions, promise new apartments, and otherwise cajole residents to leave.
Strangely, the fire came on the day Cantillo told residents they would be evicted. Once the
city declared the buildings "unsafe", a court-ordered eviction was obtained by HPD.
Through the efforts of the Tompkins Square Legal Defense Committee, residents of the
building obtained a court-ordered stay of eviction to prevent the evictions until the matter
could be decided in court. As they had done so often on the Lower East Side in the past,
the city’s lawyers got the order overturned. Before the ink could dry on the latest court
order, hundreds of riot clad pigs rolled onto the block toward the buildings in riot buses,
trucks and vans, followed by ambulances, HPD workers, and a communications vehicle
from the "Mayor's Special Office of Emergency Management", which was later revealed to
be connected with the FEMA office in NYC. (More on FEMA elsewhere in this issue.)
Within an hour, as members of Mayor Dinkins Community Affairs Dep’t, (including
Dinkins lackey Michael Kharfen) looked on, riot pigs succeeded in breaking into 1724 and
removing squatters who had barricaded themselves inside. Some residents of the building
were fooled into leaving the scene with workers from the "Human Resources
Administration" (HRA) who promised them free apartments in newly renovated buildings
nearby. In fact, they were taken to the Fox Street shelter nearby, which is known for its
violent gangs and unhealthy living conditions.
Less than two weeks later, about 100 Inner City residents and supporters rallied at City
Hall to demand a meeting with Kharfen. After dragging his feet, Kharfen finally met with §
people inside City Hall, but as expected, he promised them nothing.
On Christmas eve, several squatters began a fasting against evictions. As the day grew
colder, some sought refuge in the warmth of St. Paul's Trinity Church nearby, where
Mayor Dinkins appeared to narrate xmas carols!! After he finished, he told the audience to
"Remember those among us who are less fortunate”. This was fine coming from the man
whose evictions of more than 50 families surely made them "less fortunate"!!
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- DINKINS CLOSES
ENGINE CO. #17

By ISSAR

Engine #17 was closed by the Dinkins Administration on January 3rd. The day before
the scheduled closing, Lower East Side squatters called a demonstration in front of the Pitt
Street Firehouse that attracted a lot of press and made the lead story on the 10 o'clock
news. (The demonstration broke open a wall of media silence on the subject of the
firehouse closings). Squatters were joined by Guardian Angels at the demo and the
Guardian Angels returned the next morning, chaining themselves to the fire engine to
prevent it from being taken out of the station.

At the same time, LES Community Activists Joel Meyers and Clayton Patterson were in
State Supreme Court attempting to block the removal of Engine Company #17 by legal
means. The Guardian Angels were eventually pulled out from under the fire engine by
cops who got their white shirts covered with grease. Meyers and Pattterson failed to obtain
a temporary restraining order by a technicality, and had to settle for a four week
adjounment.

The Meyers and Patterson case for the restoration of Engine Company #17 will be heard
on January 31 at 9:30 am, in room #412 of the State Supreme Court, 60 Centre Street.
The Judge in the case, Judge Diane Lebedoff, will have the legal power to order the
restoration. The Center for Constitutional Rights is providing legal advice through
activist/lawyer Joan Gibbs.

Meyers and Patterson have a good chance to'win the case, seeing that it is clearly
demonstrable that the closing of Engine Company #17 is a direct threat to the health and
safety of the people of the Lower East Side.

One witness in the case will be Dr. Roderick Wallace, who has thoroughly researched the
mass urban burnout of the 1970s, which displaced over a million people. The burnout
destroyed the South Bronx, East New York, Bedford/Stuyvesant, and many other NYC
neighborhoods, and was caused primarily by the closing of 50 ghetto firehouses by the
Rand Corporation, a Pentagon research institution which had been given overall
management of the NYC Fire Department in 1972!! (Dr. Wallace has been interviewed by
squatter/activist Eric Rassi in the January 23rd issue of Downtown Magazine)

Dr. Wallace will address a COMMUNITY FORUM to be held at the Henry Street
Settlement House, 466 Grand Street, one block from the Pitt Street Firehouse. Also
speaking at the forum will be Elaine Itkin and Marty Rogers of the citywide New York Fire
Protection Coalition.

DINKINS YIELDS TO PUBLIC PRESSURE

...40 NYC FIREHOUSES WILL STAY OPEN

(Engine Company #17 To Remain Closed)
By ISSAR

At a town-hall meeting in Queens on January 14th, David Dinkins announced he was
scrapping his plans to close more than 40 NYC firehouses. He qualified his remarks,
however, by stating that he "could not tell what might happen in the future". This kind of
fraudulent posturing is Dinkins’ favorite pose and is quickly becoming his defining
trademark.

Dinkins is trying to contain what is rapidly becoming "a Dante’s Inferno of public protest”.
[This, according to the New York Times, whose knowledgable writers sometimes display a
dead-on-target, ironic sense of humor over matters their editors disallow them from openly
reporting].

Dante's Inferno indeed... Surpassing all known levels of ridiculous arrogance, Chief
Deputy Mayor Norman Steisel and the whole coterie of slithering long-time operatives
behind "The Dinkins Show", are all in a hasty retreat from their ill-considered proposal to
close the 40 firehouses en masse; this coming practically on the heels of the historic city-
wide firc/abandonment catastrophe caused by the 1970s "fire-cuts", which had burned a
million people out of their homes by the end of that disastrous decade.

Finally, these assholes are beginning 1o realize that everyone in New York is not totally
asleep 24 hours a day! Frightened off by the increasingly like prospect that THE
SKELETONS of their last, infamous round of genocide might JUMP OUT OF THE
CLOSET at them, the bumbling sorcerer’s dpprentices are desperately trying to put the
Genic back in the bottle. Hoping to let the press go back to sleep--Dinkins is now claiming
he won't close any more firchouscs.

They've already closed almost 60 firehouses! Since 1988, NYC has been entering a
SECOND WAVE OF BURNOUT in many poor neighborhoods, which are more severely
overcrowded than they were in the 1970s. Only A COMPLETE RESORATION of
adequate fire-protection services throughout the city can stave off another disaster.
Recent NYC fire statistics indicate that a burnout of major proportions will begin to
develop spontaneously, at anytime in the next few years, because of the severe fire service
deficit. [Not enough fire engines arriving quickly on the scene to hold fires to a single
apartment within the tenements].

Burned and abandoned buildings set off contagious processes of urban desolation and
decay that have already destroyed neighborhoods like the South Bronx, East New York,
Central Harlem, and Bedford/Stuyvesant. The newly overcrowded neighborhoods of the
Northwest Bronx, upper Manhattan, Crown Ieights, Flatbush, and others will be next,
unless they’re adequalely protected now. For a pitlance in a 28 billion dollar City budget,

A NEW YORK CITY HISTORY OF HOUSING DESTRUCTION
THROUGH THE CLOSING OF NEIGHBORHOOD FIREHOUSES

There is a famine in New York City today, a housing famine which is neither an
accident, a natural state of affairs, nor an act of God, but a deliberate act of man
undertaken for racist motives aboult the year 1972.

It was in that year, under the direction of the Rand Institute, an adjunct of the
infamous Pentagon "think-tank", the Rand Corporation, that the NYC Fire Department
began to close scores of fire stations in various poor neighborhoods. These neighborhoods
were consequently unprotected in an era in which the frequency and seriousness of
residential building fires was escalating tremendously. "In the face of detailed predictions
of an impending firestorm and imminent social disaster..., NYC nevertheless closed over
50 neighborhood fire stations between the years 1972 and 1976." (See Wallace/Public
Health, Public Order, etc.) The results of this momentous and historic policy decision can
be seen in the charred and devastated remains of the South Bronx, West Bronx, Central
and East Harlem, East New York, Bushwick, Brownsville, Bedford-Stuyvesant, South
Jamaica in Queens, and the Lower East Side of Manhattan. The deliberate withdrawal of
fire protection from these neighborhoods set off a chain reaction of physical and social
destruction, the complex effects of which remain with us today:

1. A complete disruption of social networks of hundreds of thousands of poor
families, resulting from the deliberate burnout, displacement, and forced
migration of over one million New York residents in the 1970’s. The long-lerm
consequences of a mass demographic upheaval such as this include many of the
most intractable social problems-uncontrollable street crime, drugs, alcohol
abuse, despair among the young, and the likely faster spread of AIDS as heroin
addicts originally infected are now dispersed over much larger geographic arcas.

2. An extreme housing shortage (a "million-unit net deficit" statewide, according
to State Commissioner of Housing Richard Higgins), resulting primarily from the
burnout and demolition of New York’s poor communities.

3.The so-called "homeless problem", which developed in the early 1980's upon
cessation of what was called "white flight" from NYC proper. With no more
apartments being made vacant for displaced persons by the outward migration
of whites to the suburbs, rents doubled and tripled in these years as a result of
the artificially produced housing famine. A crisis of massive homelessness then
fell upon those most vulnerable, a crisis which has not been alleviated in fen long

years.

In spite of an infamous policy disaster (of course having been translated into
"the stuff of legends" in the upper echelons of city government), the ncws of the day is
that this policy is about to be repeated by Mayor David Dinkins and Company, who are now
threatening to close another 40 fire stations, amid conditions of widespread doubling-up of
tenanis-conditions therefore ripe for a repeat of the massive burnout and displacement which
took place in the mid-1970’s. (Detailed documentation of this claim is available through
Dr. Roderick Wallace of the NY State Psychiatric Institute, 722 W. 168th Street,
(212) 960-5684, and has been provided to the Dinkins Administration through the
Uniformed Firefighters Association).

It is about time that the NYC press corps wakes up and investigates the history
of this policy, and adequately informs the public.

EUPHEMISMS OF THE DEPUTIES
Michael Kharfen, pircomr. of the Mayox's, Community Assistance I..Iﬂ%lg has . .

- AR ek .

recently been using the term “jumping the lihe"; &-bufe+euphemism fus describing what' the

, development organizations.

NYC can restore all the closed firchouses and protcet all its citizens and all its
neighborhoods from fire destruction. NO MORE RACIST GENOCIDE!

administration does not want to deal with: namely squatters and homesteaders who
rebuild neighborhoods in a grassrools manner without authorization from thosc who
burned down thesc neighborhoods in the first place. What docs this mean? Afier the era
of the fratricidal policies just described, which created thousands upon thousands of
vacant lots and abandoned buildings, a so-called "linc" was drawn around the devastated
areas, a line that has marked these arcas as zonces of destruction wrought and managed
by the City of New York. Yes, the squatters and homesteaders have "jumped the line”,
but lets be clear about what the line is: an "off-limits zonc" first envisioned by the City
Planning Commission in 1969, as it planned for the deliberate "shrinkage" of New York’s
poor communities.

$100,000 APARTMENTS

$100,000 apartments arc not affordable. “This type of construction work is
beyond the means of most New Yorkers and beyond the means of the City of New York
itself, which is now culling cvery imaginable service to reducc a 2 billion dollar budget
deficit in 1991.

Nevertheless, each time the City renovales a single apartment in an abandoned
building, it spends $100,000 or more per unit for construction. This means that the
number of units delivered by NYC'’s current method will never be sufficient to address
the "million unit deficit” described by New York State’s own Commissioncr of Housing. In
other words, supply and demand can never be balanced if available monics arc
squandered on overly expensive renovations. It is this "million unit net deficit" which has
doubled and tripled rents, and forced nearly 100,000 homeless people to sleep in the parks,
shelter, and subways of New York City each night for the past ten years. How long can
this be allowed to conlinuc?

In addition to this, closc to half a million New Yorkers are currently "doubled-
up” in other people’s apartments because they cannol afford to rent their own. The
Dinkins Administration is obviously not only failing to solve the problem, but is actively
sceking to exacerbate it by the WITHDRAWAL of vital neighborhood services, most
importantly firc protection, from our remaining vulncrable communitics.

LEAVE THE SQUATTERS ALONE

Squatters and homesteaders arc not working in abandoned buildings by accident.
‘They are responding creatively to an extreme housing famine. As we've stated, rents are
double or triple what they ought to be by any reasonable measure, as a direct result of
the lack of affordable housing.

Squatting and homesteaders bring pride, fellowship, community, and real
organizing 1o a neighborhood, as well as up-to-code housing created for one tenth the cost
of what the NYC Government spends. The reason David Dinkins is attempting to
cradicale whole communities of squatters and homesteaders, is that is politically
embarrassing for NYC to be shown to be spending ten time the amount necessary on
thesc renovations. Simply put, because it is successful, they are trying Lo stop it.
Homesteaders and squatters are pioncering a new, alternative housing program that is
desperately needed. In fact, a program of this varicty is the only one that has a chance for
success in the long term: rebuilding in a cost efficicnt manner the neighborhoods and
communities of NYC. Michael Kharfan, assistant to David Dinkins, recently told
homesteaders that if they "came up with a plan for financing, then we might consider it".
We, as squatters, would like to know how David Dinkins plans to house the people of
New York City over the next ten years when he is spending one million dollars per
fenement on renovations done for the benefit of petty contractors and big-time
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