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Squatters’ Rights, and Wrongs

Squatting, the illegal occupation
of unused apartments or houses, is a
nes symplom of an old New York
affliction — bad housing fur i
arrivals. Squatters have taken over
buildings in the Bronx that were scheduled for rehabilita-
tion and are trying (o stop demolition and reconstruction
on the Lower East Side of Manhattan.

Generally squatiers have, or claim to have, nb other
place to live. To force them out, especially as winter
comes, seems a cruel, pettifogging way to exercise au-
thority. To let them stay, though, may be crueler to more
people in the long run because it prevents construction of
housing for families who need it just as desperately but
have relrained from breaking the law.

New York tries to close the gap between low incomes
and stiff rents with grants and other subsidies. But It
cannol hope to help all those in housing need.

There’s a Third Way
For Some Housing

ing expensive quality standards (or
every apariment or home, halfway
measures are by definition illegal
There is no such thing under
present law as creating a legal
apartment that meets legal standards partway

It does seem possible (o enact a law giving large cities
the right to mark out areas in which there are abandoned
homes or apartment houses that have come into the city’s

fon through tax delinquency, and yet in which the
city has no plans for development. The city might then
offer leases for a nominal sum, with the express under-
standing that the occupants had been duly warned of the
risks involved. "

There would be many difficulties in working out such a
program. Legalized limited squatting will probably help
to create semi-permanent slums, But at least it would
provide a third choice between allowing squatters to block

"WHERE ELSE COULD I MAKE AL
THIS MONEY DOIN’ THIS STUFF?
GOD BLESS AMERICA!"--(Oneof 7

plainclothes cops setting up barriers
around peddler selling area at Cooper
Square, November 5, 1990)

..AND IT’S ONE, TWO, THREE,
WHAT ARE THEY FIGHTING FOR?

By Issar

Attempting 1o reassert effective control of OPEC’s oil-pricing policies, the
International Oil Companies are whipping up a massive and bloody war in the
Persian Gulf with your brothers and sisters on the front lines. By restoring the

‘cartel within the cartel’ [the repressive Royal Families of Saudi Arabia, United Arab

Emirates, and Kuwait], to unchallenged leadership within OPEC, the International

Oil Mafia hopes to maintain record-breaking profit levels by controlling the price of

oil, even as it goes on spilling millions of gallons of cheap oil into our oceans and
rivers.

D L atingie, o Bl i s atiaini, s i0ie g0 Condout o i dE e 200 S ghat e e S e Lo ioie dame San Sl e e deis i o go. died pinl e 4 ST B i e e S L e e ’ I' . “.

In cities like New York, London and Berlin that try to  housing improvement and, alternatively, forcing them out
ROGER STARR

create a sound low-rent housing program while mandat-  onto the street.

MAINSTREAM MEDIA DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN!!

This New York Times editorial of October 30, 1990 portrays squatters as criminals in an
effort to justify stormtrooper-style evictions of hundreds of women, men, and children by
creating public opinion hostile to those who have confronted the city’s warehousing of
thousands of abandoned buildings for 15-20 years. This "divide and conquer” appeal 1o poor
families living in welfare hotels or doubled up in "public housing" is designed to hide the
government’s responsibility for the housing crisis. Limiting the amount of housing by
keeping these buildings and lots off the market has driven up everyone’s rents and forced
low income people out of neighborhoods slated for gentrification. "Urban renewal" plans
drawn up after the inner city uprisings of the 1960s relied on red-lining by banks and »
insurance companies, landlord arson, and tax foreclosure by the government in order Lo
clear the land for redevelopment by real estate speculators.

The writer of the editorial, Roger Starr, the NYC Housing Commissioner for Mayor Beame,
and architect of the policy of destroying neighborhoods, gained noteriety for coining the
term "planned shrinkage", referring to the forced removal of the poor from inner cities to
stem urban insurrection and increase real estate values. It was Starr who authorized the
closing of fire houses in the South Bronx, which led directly to the hundreds of burned out
shells that remain where neighborhoods once thrived. In a front page story of the Times in
1976, he was quoted as saying "the aim is to hasten the population decline already
begun...depopulated areas would remain vacant until new land uses present themselves..."

Squatting has emerged as the only alternative to the concentration death camp shelter
system which has institutionalized the spread of tuberculosis and AIDS. This NY Times
editorial signifies a high level debate on what to do about the squats. It is also part of a well-
planned media campaign to cover up the city’s efforts in destroying communities, blatant
conflicts of interest on the part of local "Community" Boards, and to attack community
activists who have been fighting their schemes to sell out the neighborhood.

On the Lower East Side, the squatters and activists helped unite opposition to a curfew in
Tompkins Square Park and prevented the bulldozing of a People’s Park called La Plaza
Cultural. It was their research which forced former chairman of "Community" Board Three
(CB3), Luis Nieves, to resign due to a conflict of interest. (For more on Nieves’ conflicts of
interest, see the story elsewhere in this issue!!)

Homeless people are being denied housing by the greed of politicians, political wannabes,
and so-called "housing activists” who use their groups’ political connections to acquire
neighborhood real estate that will provide only temporary "low income” housing after they
have "rehabilitated” them with government and corporate funding that will make them
millionaires after a short ten years. (All of the construction work at these sites will be done
by mob-connected companies, denying employment for neighborhood people).

The pending evictions of long time squatter-occupied buildings are about making money,
not providing low-income housing. The "Community" Board Three poverty pimps plan to
distribute these apartments as patronage (o connected parties. Just as in Germany after
WWI, when there was a housing shortage and the Nazis criminalized and evicted Jews and
political opponents and promised homes to "good Germans", the CB3 pimps plan to give
the squatters’ homes o loyal hacks and insure that there will be no more opposition from
the community.

THE COMMUNITY?!! Haif of the board’s 50 members are appointed by the

Borough President and the other half by the City Council Person who supposedly
"represents” the area the board covers. CB3 and all of the other "Community” Boards are
used as a devise to push through private agendas and neighborhood plans that will affect
large numbers of people who have no say in any of them, making it appear as though the
"community" has voted and approved of the plans. Their.three minute "public session" is a
joke--since CB3 members are not elected, they do not have to answer to anyone in the
community but their political sponsors and the real groups they represent.

The only real alternative to this farcical group is for real neighborhood residents to rise up
against their bullshit and demand a real Community Board compaosed of neighborhood
residents, not just those with business interests here, that are elected by the residents of the
neighborhood!! In the meantime, their votes, recommendations and approvals don’t mean a
fucking thing!!
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"SHADOW ADVERTISING RATES:

This will be the first war declared from a golf-cart. 20,000 Americans are
expected to die in the first week’s fighting. George "CIA" Bush, who is a direct
representative of the Texas Oil Monopoly, has refused all negotiated settlements
even as Sadaam Hussein has conditionally offered to withdraw all Iraqi troops from
Kuwait. The only territory in contention at this time is one deserted island
(Bubiyan), and one tenth of one oilfield (Rumana). SHALL 20,000 AMERICANS
DIE FOR ONE ISLAND AND ONE TENTII OF ONE OILFIELD?

No, friends and neighbors, what our brothers and sisters will die for is the right of
the Trilateral Nations [European, American, and Japanese] to ship hundreds of
thousands of soldiers anywhere in the world, (o continue the rape and pillage of its
resources and the wholesale slaughter of its Third World peoples.

Just as in Vietnam, the shameful Gulf slaughter has been ordered not to protect
democracy, but to prevent democracy. The coming war will not prevent naked
agression, it will impose naked agression. At the beginning of this ‘crisis’ (created,
in part, through the State Department’s withdrawl of the US Ambassador to Iraq,
April Glaspie, a week before the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait), the American public was
manipulated to believe that Sadaam Hussien was about 10 scize the Saudi oilfields.
King Hussein of Jordan has recently stated that the Saudis themselves never
believed this. The unstated threat held over the heads of Americans was the
possibility of worldwide cconomic depression if the Saudi oilfields were seized by
Sadaam Husscin. This is certainly not a possibility now, nor was it ever. The threat
of worldwide economic depression was used (0 manipulate the American public into
accepting the mass deployment of American troops into Saudi Arabia. War or no
war, American soldiers arc in Saudi Arabia primarily to prevent the overthrow of the
l}loyal Monarchy of the STd Family, (a worturous regime), by its own pcople. That's
the point.

No Blood for Exxon!

Troops Out Now!

e
COPY AND SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
FIRST CLASS--$2.00/COPY, $15/YEAR.
BULK RATE--$1.00/COPY, $10/YEAR.
**pLEASE SPECIFY WHICH RATE YOU WANT
WHEN ORDERING COPIES OR SUBSCRIPTIONS.
(FIRST CLASS IS MUCH FASTER)

CLASSIFIED + PERSONAL--$2.00 PER LINE,
NO MINIMUM OR MAXIMUM.

BUSINESS CARD SIZE--$15.00 THE SHADOW IS FREE FOR ALL PRISONERS,
INCLUDING THOSE IN THE MILITARY. WE WILL
GLADLY TRADE ISSUES AND SUBS WITH OTHER

POLITICAL PUBLICATIONS.

LARGER ADS-(YOUR ARTWORK

AND LAYOUT OR OURS)--

1/8 PAGE---$30.00

1/4 PAGE---$50.00

1/2 PAGE--$100.00

LONG TERM AD RATES ARE NEGOTIABLE--
PLEASE INQUIRE FOR MORE DETAILS

WE PREFER CASH, BUT WE CAN NOW ACCEPT
CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO: “SHADOW PRESS".
ANY AND ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE MUCH
APPRECIATED!!

FREE AD SPACE 1S AVAILABLE FOR NON-
PROFIT SOCIAL/POLITICAL GROUPS AS SPACE
ALLOWS.

PLEASE SEND ADS, INQUIRIES, AND ALL
CORRESPONDENCE TO: SHADOW PRESS,
P.0. BOX 20298, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10009.
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TARGETS FOR HARASSMENT:

PETTY PROPOGANDA LETTER
WRITING CAMPAIGN!!

If economic and political power rest on public image, then playing with the public’s
perceptions is a serious game. This past month has generated a journalistic onslaught
attempting to define and/or denounce the homeless and squatters of our local community to
the mainstream media newspaper audience.

A quick scan of these articles leads one to wonder who these writers are, and what
motives they might have in common. A more thorough examination yields some rather
striking similarities in tone, focus, and even specific language. At the root rests the myopic
notion that a "safe" neighborhood is a neighborhood devoid of disturbing references to
disadvantage, such as homelessness, poverty, and defiance.

Within a three days, three separate articles appeared in three separate newspapers,
sounding mysteriously alike. The "writers" of these articles, Elizabeth Acevedo, Krystyna
PiorKOWska and Lesley Hazleton, all incriminate the city for the irritating presence of the
poor in their neighborhood. Not coincidentally, they all live near Tompkins Square Park

One of the first articles was featured in the N.Y. Times on October 13, by Acevedo.

"The Borough President, as well as the Mayor and city Council member Miriam
Friedlander, have completely failed to respond to the unacceptable conditions in Tompkins
Sqare Park..." she charges.

Newsday followed on October 16th with Lesley Hazleton, a resident of the notorious
Christodora House (143 Avenue B, Telephone#: 254.5092). "The Dinkins administration
apparently imagines that by working quietly behind the scenes, it has done its part. It has
not..." she asserts, calling it so timid "that it shrinks from the slightest controversy."

Three days earlier, the Daily News printed a letter by PiorKOWska, (172 East 4th St.
Apt.#4H, Telephone#: 228-4253), well known to SHADOW readers for her persistent anti-
homeless stance. "It remains for the city,” she writes, "to remove a permanent encampment
of 60-plus hard-core drug addicts who can be seen shooting up, smoking crack and having
sex (in Tompkins Square Park)."

Back at the N.Y. Times, Acevedo echoes, "at present, a permanent encampment of 50 to
60 hard-core heroin and crack addicts resides in the...park...shooting up, smoking crack and
at times fornicating during any hour of the day." Not to be left out, Hazleton calls
Tompkins Square Park "a place where people fornicate in full-view of children, and junkies
shoot up just a couple of yards from police officers..." It's interesting to consider how these
women could have had the time to compose these letters when they must have been
spending hours in the park every day staring at the homeless.

Acevedo and PiorKOWska once again duplicate each other’s efforts in attempting to
justify the removal of homeless tents from the park by their both refering to Tent Cities
recently "cleared from under the Municipal Building and Riverside Park'".

Hazleton goes on to discredit squatters by focusing on what she admits is a "small
minority,” but translates as an indictment of squatters as a group. She calls them violent,

anarchists, "young white kids from privileged backgrounds,” fascists, and even terrorists.
These efforts to justify the slander and subsequent dismissal of a huge network of often

irreconcilably different people emerge as repetitive appropriations of a propagandistic form
letter designed to diminish any potential public sympathy and support for squatters and
the homeless. The writers ultimately reveal a personal distrust and resentment of those
who are walking reminders of the shrinking gap between prosperity and poverty.
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The critical connection between all three letter writers is their association with
Community Board 3 (CB3) member, would-be political aspirant, and right-wing sleazoid
Antonio Pagan (7 East 3rd St. Apt.#10, Telephone#: 473-6995). Both Acevedo and Hazleton
are members of Pagan’s Tompkins Square Neighborhood Coalition (TSNC), founded along
with real estate speculator Samuel Turvey (131 Avenue B, Telephone#: 475-1702, who used
his windfall profits from the sale of property intended as low income housing to buy into
this luxury condo originally intended for and once used as low-income housing.)
PiorKOWska, o member of CB3 and landlord of 114-116 East 7th Street, has been a long-
time foe of area squatters, street peddlers, homeless and activists, and with Pagan, is the
leading force behind the imposition of a curfew in Tompkins Square Park.

Hazleton's letter describes Pagan as "an energetic lawyer”, "community organizer”,
claiming that he has been receiving "death threats to both himself and his family", preceded
by the discovery of "a bullet hole through his door". Hazleton's shameless defense of Pagan
loses cedibility upon closer scrutiny. In fact, Pagan could never be a lawyer because he
failed to pass his bar exam. The only "community” Pagan has ever tried to "organize" is a
growing right-wing element composed of politically-connected real-estate landlords and
speculators and "housing activists” and their front groups, determined to "improve" the
neighborhood in order to force the poor and politically active out of it. What Hazleton
refers to as a "bullet hole through his door”, insinuating that it was an attack by "the
squatters”, is actually a broken glass pane in the front door of his building which a resident
of his building told the SHADOW was broken from the inside out!! "For the record, Pagan
owns no property,” Hazleton writes. Although this is now true, he is the President of the
Coalition Plaza Limited Partnership, his corporation involved in the LISC/Enterprise
program. In 10 years this "non-profit” corporation will be allowed to sell its properties and
Pagan will become the sole controlling interest, which stands to make him a very wealthy
landholder of property now held in trust for the residents of the city by the City of New
York.

These articles are part of a continuing campaign to lay the groundwork for the
elimination of "distasteful” or uncomfortable elements in the neighborhood by those who
obviously feel economically and politically threatened, by swaying public opinion their way.
Try as they might, they cannot succeed in reducing a state such as homelessness, which can
strike randomly at anyone, or a choice such as squatting, which is the soundest and most
direct alternative, to cheap sterotypes and petty slander.

THE CITY HOUSING "PLAN" IS A FRAUD!!

As usual, the more you find out about what the parasitical slime called
‘Democratic Party Hacks in City Government’ are up to, the more unbelievable,
outlandish, and incredibleit seems. At a time (like now) when the NYC Schools
Chancellor is fighting to prevent the layoffs and firings of over 4000 school
teachers on account of a so-called 'budget crisis’, 2 more fire-engine companies are
being closed in order to more efficiently burn down 2 more neighborhoods, and
NYC is two billion dollars further into debt this year alone; not only is the City of
New York warehousing thousands of apartments in city-owned and operated
buildings under the P.O.M.P. program (Private Ownership/Management Program
which makes landlords out of building managers), it is actually paying 80% of the
costs of renovating its own properties slated to be 'turned over’ to development
groups that will obtain clear legal title to these properties in 15 years. In other

hwords, NYC is actually using your tax money to make fat landlords out of some of
its politically loyal, bootlicking hacks. That’s the L1SC/Enterprise program in a
nutshell. When attached to any renovation of city property, LISC/Enterprise acts
as a kind of funnelling device in order to 'privatize’ what really belongs to the
people, into the hands of literal monetary vampires who are going to suck the

blood of their captive 'tenants’ for the rest of their lives.

THOSE OF US WHO MIXED WITH THE INSECTS AT COMMUNITY
BOARD THREE KNOW THAT THEY OUTVOTED THE SQUATTERS RECENTLY
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KEEP US OUT !
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BY NASHUA

Community Board Three (CB3) member and Lower East Side development
Czar Luis E. Nieves (605 Water Street, Apt.#17, NYC 10002, Telephone Number:
406-0971) is a busy man when it comes to housing development and now it’s gotten
him in deep trouble. On August 25, 1986, Nieves signed the incorporation papers for
the newly-formed Lower East Side Mutual Housing Association, Inc. (LESMHA)
with the purpose of operating and "maintaining housing units on a non-profit
resident-sensitivebasis."

In 1987 Nieves came before the Joint Planning Council (JPC) to ask for an
endorsement of a development site coveted by LESMHA located at 195-199 East
Second Street, and 8-12 Avenue B, on the Lower East Side. A JPC member says that
Nieves "did not reveal that he was on the board of this organization, he kept his
interest hidden."

In order to avoid having to meet stringent rules that a large percentage of the
occupants of government-funded projects be welfare recipients, Nieves told JPC that
the project would be developed solely with private money. A former CB3 member
says LESMHA avoided taking government money at first because they "didn’t want
poor or welfare people.”

Soon afterward, LESMHA appeared before CB3 to inform them that they
couldn’t raise enough private money to build the proposed 48 unit project.
Regardless, CB3 allowed LESMHA to continue the project as "mixed income."

Under the agreement between LESMHA and CB3, 40% of the housing in the
East 2nd Street and Ave. B projects are for people making up to $48,000 per year.
Some one bedroom units will rent for $713 per month and a number of three
bedroom units will rent for $1,000 per month. The city considers these rents "middle
income" because they maintain that the "market rent" for three bedroom units
would be $1,763 per month. '

The $4.6 million funding for the construction of the 48 units comes from three
sources: New York State Housing Trust Fund "Turnkey" program is providing $3.2
million, the Community Preservation Corporation, a consortium of banks that is a
major lender to private rental housing in New York City, gave an additional
$635,000 and the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation is providing $789,000.

The development cost comes to $96,000 a unit. An amount many construction
people believe is "obscene."

According to LESMHA director Eric Kolbe, the construction is being financed
in part through $2 million in Congressional demonstration grants delivered by
Republican Representative Bill Green to the Neighborhood Reinvestment
Corporation, the group that set up LESMHA in 1986 with the help of Luis Nieves.

While Green tries to cultivate the image of a liberal he is a firm supporter of
the U.S. military build-up in Saudi Arabia as are most CB3 members. Nieves was
seen at a reception for Green in 1987 along with CB3 manager Martha Danziger,
former CB3 chair Ann Johnson and right wing CB3 member Julia Sanders.

Sources say that in early 1988, while he was chairman of CB3, Nieves would
come to meetings of CB3's Disposition committee as the CB3 members were voting
on the issue. The effect of his presence was to intimidate board members who
"didn’t want conflict” with Nieves into approving the LESMHA project. Carol
Watson, an influential CB3 member, said Nieves® behavior amounted to a "conflict
of interest” with LESMHA.

FLASH FOTO

"s

LUIS NIEVES (Mustache) AT THE OCT.23 CB3 MEETING

COMMUNITY BOARD 3 HONCHO LUIS NIEVES CAUGHT IN CONFLICT
OF INTEREST LEADING ALL THE WAY TO THE WHITE HOUSE!!

Another member of the LESMHA board of directors is Mark Parilla, the

qnephew of Luis Nieves.

Even the New York Times admits that New York State Turnkey projects have
been an "extravagant use of subsidy money" because property owners won’t be able
to sell at a higher price than what the construction cost. The Times goes on to say
that "turnkeys are likely to be occasional demonstration projects. They will do little
to meet the larger issue for low income housing,

State Commissioner of Housing Richard Higgins says that the turnkey
requirement that 30% of the housing go to welfare-rent levels restrains the scope of
the program. Higgins suggests that it's difficult to sell middle class people on
housing that includes poor people. An argument also made by Luis Nieves to JPC in
the early stages of the LESMHA project.

LESMHA’s next target are the poor and formerly homeless people living in
Umbrella House, a well known and successful long time
squat building now housing people once forced to live in Tompkins Square Park.

In 1987, also while he was chairman of CB3, Nieves was also director of a
development group called Lower East Side Coalition Housing Development
(LESCHD). After Nieves left the job, he was replaced by CB3 member Antonio
Pagan, who gained initial notoriety when, shortly after the bloody August 6-7, 1988
police riot in Tompkins Square Park, he called a press conference in the name of
CB3 to support the police violence,

Nieves is also a director of Casa Victoria, a development group sponsored by
LESCHD while Nieves was its director, Casa Victoria has been linked to the
Housing and Urban Development (HUD)/Senator Alfonse D’Amato Scandal. Casa
Victoria’s proposed elderly housing project would have destroyed an important
neighborhood park and cultural center at 9th street and Avenue C known as La
Plaza Cultural.

. Neighborhood residents successfully stopped Casa Victoria with a federal
lawsuit last spring. Residents say they wouldn’t oppose construction of the elderly
housing on any site in the neighborhood other than La Plaza Cultural. However,
reports of corruption within HUD led a federal judge to stop all HUD-financed
elderly housing on the Lower East Side.

In a recent Newsday article, columnist Sydney Schanberg laid the blame for the
Bush administration’s Justice Department failure to prosecute D’Amato to the fact
that "I)’Amato has run a number of dirty political errands for Presidents Ronald
Reagan and George Bush. ...[’Amato] voted against the attempt to override Bush’s
veto of the civil rights bill. That override failed by only one vote. It looks like part of
D’Amato’s protection racket".

Both Antonio Pagan and Luis Nieves were involved in the hiring of JOBCO to
build the Casa Victoria project. JOBCO is a construction company that donated
tens of thousands of dollars to the senate campaign of Alfonse D’Amato and in
return got $20 million in contracts from HUD. A spokespersonfor the White Plains
Housing Authority said that JOBCO was "forced down our throat" by D’Amato
when they accepted federal money for senior citizen housing. According to the
spokesperson, JOBCO'’s work was "incompetent.”

Sydney Schanberg says that "according to crediblesources, ...D’Amato used
HUD and in particular the New York office [of HUD] as his private campaign
trough. He allegedly selected the projects to be approved, and the recipients of this
largesse dutifully provided the campaign checks."

Now both Pagan and Nieves want to take on the responsibilityof rehabilitate
the squat buildings on East 13th Street. (After the squatters are evicted by the city
of course). Sounds like the old story of letting the fox into the chicken coup.

FLASH FOTO

LESCHD + LESMHA SLEAZOIDS
LUIS NIEVES (Left) + ANTONIO PAGAN (Right)
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SQUATTERS THREATENED...

Continued From Page 1

Squatters countered these alarming developments by attending the subsequent
Housing Committee meeting on October 18 and demanding NO EVICTIONS.
Fran Goldin of the Housing Committee countered this move by proposing that the
Borough President’s Office take a survey of the squatted buildings, so that the
Community Board might have "more information” on exactly "who is in these
buildings". Apparently the heartfelt speeches of dozens of squatters witnessed by
Goldin on two separate occasions were not adequately informative for her. In
making her proposal, Goldin stated, "I have a resolution here. I just wrote it
down.” The apparent spontaneity of her intervention was belied by the presence of
approximately 40 uniformed police officers waiting for trouble in the lobby below.
Evidently, the NYPD operates by an intricate advance planning procedure, while
the Community Board acts in a more Zen-like mode. Be that as it may, because
Goldin’s resolution contained the words, "there should be no evictions until the
Borough President (Ruth Messinger) has completed the study", its approval by a
vote of 6 to 3 (2 abstentions), elicited loud applause from many of the squatters
there.

As the many squatters spoke, describing the work and time and money spent
on rehabilitating their buildings, CB3 member Antonio Pagan of LESCHD only
smirked, made faces, and refused to answer questions. Most squatters made the
point that it would be illogical to evict them because the city would only be
creating more homelessness in their "effort" to create low-income housing. When
one squatter warned of potential confrontations if evictions take place, CB3
member Luis Nieves of LESMHA leaped from his seat and threatened the
squatter with violence. It was later revealed that the CB3 Housing Committee
Chairman, Herman Hewitt, is also on the board of LESMHA!!

The next full Board Meeting of CB3 on October 23 amended Goldin’s proposal
to include a time limit on its implementation, ending November 16th. Some form
of demograg hic survey was, for some reason, intended. As of November 8th, it has
not yet taken place. Sources say that Charlie Lai of the Borough President’s office
does not intend to do the survey.

At CB3's October 26 In-Rem Task Force meeting, where two residents from
each of the four threatened buildings on East 13th Street were invited to attend by
CB3 District Manager Martha Danziger, Mark Levy of HPD told squatters: "The
plan of HPD is to deliver these buildings empty for development for
LISC/Enterprise". When asked by Congressman Bill Green's representative Donna
Colon if there is a way to avoid a violent and confrontation, Levy answered: "The
situation, at this point, remains with our legal division".
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Community Board members at the November 8th In-Rem Task Force meeting
told squatters that the purpose of the survey was not to evaluate the (highly)
questionable policy of mass evictions, but merely to place so-called "truly low-
income people” on waiting lists for city apartments after they are evicted. Given
that the average waiting time for persons on NYC apartment lists is 20 years, the
squatters will probably refuse to leave their buildings, abandoned buildings they
cleared out and rehabilitated as the Atom Bomb destroyed the Lower East Side,
South Bronx, Bushwick, East New York, and many other New York neighborhoods
in a deliberate policy of "planned shrinkage” followed by the City since 1972.
(More on this later.)

A CITY THAT HAS DELIBERATELY DESTROYED ITS OWN
NEIGHBORHOODSIN A GENOCIDAL ATTEMPT TO BREAK THE BACKS
OF THE POOR, HAS NO CLAIM AGAINST THOSE WHO BEGAN
REBUILDING THOSE NEIGHBORHOODSYEARS AGO!!

BELOW ARE LISTED CORPORATE FUNDERS INVOLVED IN
THE LISC (LOCAL INITIATIVES SUPPORT CORPORATION)
/ENTERPRISE PROGRAM IN 1989. THEIR MONEY IS BEING
USED TO FUND THE "REHABILITATION" OF CITY-OWNED
BUILDINGS IN EXCHANGE FOR THEIR RECEIVING FEDERAL
TAX CREDITS:

AMERICAN EXPRESS DIME SAVINGS BANK

AT&T FANNIE MAE
BANKER’S TRUST FANNIE MAC
CBS, INC. MORGAN GUARANTY TRUST

CHASE MANHATTAN BANK
CHEMICAL BANKING CORP.
CONSOLIDATED EDISON
CONTINENTAL CORPORATION
(Glen Falls Insurance)

(Niagra Insurance)

(Casualty Insurance)

NAT’L. WESTMINSTER BANK
NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE CO.
PFIZER INC.

REPUBLIC NAT’L. BANK
WILLIAMSBURG SAVINGS BANK

**[F YOU DO BUSINESS WITH ANY OF THESE COMPANIES,

LET THEM KNOW HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT THEIR SUPPORT OF

THE LISC PROGRAM THAT THREATENS HOMESTEADERS
WITH EVICTION WHILE MAKING A HANDFUL OF
POLITICALLY-CONNECTED SO-CALLED "LEADERS" OF
HOUSING GROUPS MILLIONAIRES!!**

REHOUSING
WIS IN RREST

By Jack Dawkins and Stuart Frankel

Twenty one people were arrested on Saturday, October 6th, as a diverse group of
activists attempted to liberate warehoused apartments owned by the Kalikow family, owners
of the NY Post (better known as the "Com-Post"). The Kalikows have refused to lease any
of th¢ warehoused apartments in the row of buildings they own that border Tompkins
Square Park. They are rumored to be planning to demolish all of the buildings after they
receive a variance in order to build a luxury yuppie condo rivaling the Christodora and
Zeckendorf Plaza.

By 12:30, approximately 150-200 demonstrators from various groups, including many
non-affiliated local residents, assembled in the courtyard of St. Brigid’s Church on Avenue B
for the march to a Kalikow-owned building on Avenue B, near 11th Street. Some brought
canned food to distribute to the poor. Strangely, some of those present were people from
local "housing groups", including JPC (the Joint Planning Council), and the Met Council on
Housing, that support the evictions of hundreds of squatters from city-owned buildings that
the squatters have been working on for many years. They were joined by members of
Community Board 3 (CB3) (Fran Golden, Sandy Anderson and Ed Delgado, among
others), which voted in September to approve giving site control of squatter-occupied
buildings to various "housing groups”, all of whom have members on the Community
Board!!

There was also a fair amount of press: two from the Village Voice, Channel 47,
Newsday, and WBAI radio covered the demo from their station. High-powered lawyers Ron
Kuby and Norman Seigel were also standing by.

The march was very peaceful, so much so that some demonstrators appeared overly
concerned with staying on the sidewalk, so as to not annoy the beefy cowards who are being
paid exhorbitant fees by the government to protect the Kalikow family’s investments. Before
the march began, Father George Kuhn, pastor of St. Brigid’s, vigorously endorsed the
action.

"Let it be known", he said, "that we have a right to do what we are going to do, no
matter what the civil law says. The priorities in our city are so sub-ordinated to the interests
of the monied class that so many people are suffering...Human needs take priority over the
needs of people who simply want to use housing as a means to enhance their personal
wealth." -

John Squat, a well-known activist squatter, spoke and pointed out that some of the
people present were in favor of evicting squatters and that instead, they should take over
buildings that are unoccupied.

After a long wait, (this thing was ridiculously well organized with marshalls, observers,
etc), the marchers made their way to the Kalikow building at 174 Avenue B. The front door
was pried open with a crowbar, which enraged the lackey posing as a superintendant, hired
by Kalikow. He called over the cops, who were temporarily blocked by a human wall. About
a dozen people entered the building and ran up the stairs with the cops close behind,
Although the lower hallways were well lit, those in the upper floors were not, and the
oversight of not bringing a flashlight proved costly, preventing many from gaining access to
the apartments and taking a stronger stand. The cops quickly muscled their way in to the

top of the stairs and blocked the entrance. The dark stairwell was now packed with people.
Matthew Reiss, a writer from the Village Voice, attempted Lo climb over the bannister and
was roughly shoved back down onto the stairs by police.

After some people left the building, the cops arrested ten people who remained inside,
including a photographer from the Village Voice who kept grovelling to the police in a
servile manner. "I'm not a demonstrator,” she whined, "I'm just here 1o take pictures...I'm
just doing my job...I don’t care about any of this." (To hide under the hackneyed banner of
"I'm the press, I'm objective”, is complete nonsense when you are covering issues of moral
significance).

Several people gave speeches in front of the building, but the cops confiscated the
bullhorn, so most of them couldn’t be heard well. They included so-called politically-
connected "housing activists”, such as Elaine Chan from JPC, Val Orselli from Cooper
Square Housing, CB2 member and candidate for N.Y.State Assembly Deborah Glick (now
since elected), Chino Garcia (director of Charas Community Center, a non democratic
organization hoarding valuable community space), and other "anti-warehousing" hypocrates.

Father George invited those present outside to join him in blocking the entrance to the
building so the cops couldn’t leave with their prisoners, bul the cops moved oo fast. People
stood in front of the paddy wagon and afier cops Iried wedge formations to make them
move, they just sat down. Ten people were then arrested, including Father George. Pat
Nash, a nearby resident who works in the St. Brigid’s shelter, was knocked 1o the ground
along with four others as he tried to prevent the police van from leaving. "It was like being
cross-checked in a hockey game," he said, describing how the cops shoved him with their
night sticks.

As some those arrested were taken downtown to the 7th Precinct on Pitt Street,
Matthew Reiss of the Village Voice started taking pictures and was grabbed by cops who
used the press pass around his neck, breaking his glasses in the process. In the end, the
sitters got summonses for "Disorderly Conduct” and were out in two hours, at about
3:15PM. Those inside the building got "Tresspass" and "Criminal Mischief" DATs (Desk
Appearance Tickets), and got out at about 5:15PM. A total of 21 people had been arrested.

Outside the precinct, about 60 people welcomed the first group released and about 45
welcomed the others later released. Ron Kuby did yeoman’s work in negotiating with cops,
taking people’s names, and providing legal assistance as necessary.

Chris Brant of JPC got the story out on WCBS and WINS radio. He said the demo had
tried to move three mothers with children into the building in order to demonstrate the
need for housing, and that the mothers were willing to be arrested. This wasn't true; one
mother gave a very nice speech, but no mothers were arrested. It made a good story,
though.

(Maybe the "housing activist® hypocrates would be more credible if they spent
their time and efforts on acquiring abandoned city-owned buildings that they can
have rehabilitated, rather than using false propoganda to distract attention from
private warehousers while they themselves seek to warehouse squatter/homestead-
occupied bulldings that are already being renovated by the residents!l-Ed.)
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A BLOW AGAINST THE EMPIRE
OR THE SAME OLD SHIT?
By P.Nip

Even the mainstream media put the count at 15,000, so whatever else it might
have been, the October 20 march from Columbus Circle to Times Square in protest
of the U.S. troop deployments in the Middle East was BIG. But what do these
numbers really mean? Throughout the 1980s, massive marches in protest of U.S.
intervention in Central America and other fashionable leftist issues were held
almost annually in New York and Washington, DC. They were choreographed,
predictableand BORING, reaching nobody new and having minimal effect on the
issues they were ostensibly addressing. Well, the October 20 bash was different in
several ways-- for one, it was bigger. For another, it was not completely overlooked
by the mainstream media. But perhaps the most important difference is in the
internal politics behind the march.

The annual charades which passed for political protest in the 1980s were largely
organized by the People’s Anti-War Mobilization, or PAM, a front group for the
orthodox Marxist cult known as the Worker’s World Party (WWP), which began as
an offshoot of the Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party in 1957. The issue was the
previous year's Soviet invasion of Hungary--SWP refused to support it, leading the
more unthinkingly pro-Soviet elements to leave and form WWP. In some ways,
WWP remains true to its heritage. In the interests of "unity" and "coalition
building”, the big WWP-instrumented demos of the 1980s refused to ever address
Soviet aggression in Afghanistan, Eriterea, or anywhere else.

This is how it generally worked: WWP’s PAM would announce a big rally on a
particular date, then put out the call for other organizations to endorse the action.
The well-funded and established peacenick groups which make up the "Greater
White Peace Movement" (Mobilization for Survival, War Resisters League, SANE-
FREEZE, etc) would answer the call. Anarchists, punks, hippies, Yippies, Black
Nationalists and other elements which don’t easily fit into the Greater White Peace
Movement would frequently show up at the rallies, but rarely officially endorsed or
played any significant role.

The politics of the October 20 gig was different in a few respects. For one, a
major figure from the U.S. ruling elite has thrown in his lot with the WWP’s
coalition. This is Ramsey Clark, the Johnson Administration Attorney General. As
chief of the Justice Department, Clark presided over the enforcement of new civil
rights legislation and deeply believed in Johnson’s much ballyhooed (and, in
retrospect, completely unsuccessful) "War on Poverty”--but he also presided over
FBI crack-downs on student dissent and activist groups such as the Black Panthers.

(Admittedly, these operations did not reach their repressive and violent climax
until Nixon was in control of the White House and Clark had been replaced with
John Mitchell, and the FBI had been J. Edgar Hoover’s personal potentate anyway.)
It was during the Reagan years that Clark moved stridently to the left, openly
criticizing CIA operations and nuclear stockpiling. After the invasion of Panama in
1989, he spoke at St. Brigid’s Church on the Lower East Side. Now, with war
looming in the Middle East, Clark apparently feels that the situation is sufficiently
desperate to make an alliance with avowed Communists. This reflects a split within
the military-industrialcomplex and the national security state over the wisdom of
Bush’s war moves.

The grouping is called the Coalition to Stop US Intervention in the Middle
East. PAM is listed merely as an endorser, but it is obvious to all involved that
PAM is the coalition member which is really in the driver’s seat.

The special irony of the situation is that while the Coalition has drawn the
support of a ruling class liberal like Clark, it has alienated the ostensibly leftist
groups which make up the Greater White Peace Movement. The reason: the
Coalition has categorically refused to condemn Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. In other
words, PAM/WWP is now playing the same spineless game vis-a-vis the Soviet
imperialiststate during the Cold War. Ah, progress!

This time, however, the issue has provoked a split within the anti-war forces.
One of the key Greater White Peace Movement groups, the War Resisters League
(WRL), refused to endorse the October 20 action, sticking to its principles of
pacifism. WRL instead put out the call for a coalition of its own, which, while
calling for a removal of U.S. troops from the region, also calls for an Iraqi
withdrawal from Kuwait. This counter-coalition is known as the National Campaign
for Peace in the Middle East, and has drawn the endorsement of Mobilization for
Survival, the Palestine Solidarity Committee and New Jewish Agenda. It is still
much smaller than the PAM-led Coalition, and less oriented towards big
demonstrations. WRL is holding weekly vigils in protest of the U.S. troop
deployments, but it remains to be seen whether the WRL-led National Campaign
will be able to pull off any actions as massive as the PAM-led Coalition’s planned
demonstrations. The Coalition is planning a Thanksgiving demonstration and a
bigger demo for February, in addition to emergency response demos should war
break out,

As an alternative to both the PAM’s Coalition, with its undoubted hidden
agendas, and WRL’s National Campaign, with its tame peacenick tone, Autonomous
Anarchist Action (AAA) is planning a potluck/discussionsession on November 17 at
ABC No Rio (156 Rivington Street at 7:30PM). AAA is miniscule compared to
either the Cnalition or the National Campaign, but it is probably the group which
will be of the most interest to SHADOW readers, despite its annoying predilictions
for violent rhetoric and dressingin black.
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WHO’S SIDE ARE THEY ON ANYWAY"

MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE ANTI-WAR DEMO ORGANIZERS
By David Sorcher

I entered the Union Hall in mid-September with marked anticipation. After all,
something big was supposed to be happening. A new peace movement is supposed to be
stirring the embers of a radical front, long since dowsed by the apathy of the 80s. I had
heard tell of a meeting at Coeper Union that drew well over a thousand people and was
excited by the possibility of the sheer numbers for the proposed anti-war march and rally.
US out of the Persian Gulf? It never seemed to be a question to me. But careful
government control of the media would have the average John and Jane Doe believe that
America was behind President Bush’s imperialistic efforts 100%. So it was with optimism
that I attended the September planning meeting for the October 20th march.

Half a dozen zealots attempted to sell me copies of the "Worker’s World" newspaper at
the door, quickly explaining how it is the only paper that reveals the truth of the matter or
any matter that matters. I ignore this omen and slip inside. There I am handed a form to fill
out, which reads more like a questionaire for my biography than anything else. Do I really
want these people to know so much about me?

I gather some flyers, make a donation and find a seat up front. The meeting begins and
after some red faced rhetoric to rouse the crowd, one of the women on the panel asserts
herself as the chair and we move into a statement/question/answer period. During this time
the chair asserts herself again and again. It becomes clear that this is not a planning
meeting. The plans have all been made. We are merely the workers who will implement
them. The organizers seem to be on a power trip. People who say things they don’t agree
with are quickly told that their time is up. (They try to end the statement period but
everyone disagrees). The chair reminds us again that she is in control. At some point
during all of this a video and still camera have arrived on the scene. They carefully
document everything that goes on, specifically focusing on speakers in the audience. I feel
controlled, manipulated and violated. Consequently, when I try to find out who the
documenting duo are, I am rather arrogantly informed that this meeting is being taped to
show to students on college campuses. Well, that doesn’t explain the photographer. It
might have been a good idea to ask us if it would be alright. However, this meeting wasn’t
about democratic process. At this point, I walked out, informing the organizers how fucked
up I think they are. All the organizers I encounter on the way out treat me with disdain and
inform me that my problem is that I can’t deal with women in authority. One told me I was
"acting just like an angry white male." Well, I concluded to myself, I am male, I am white
and yes, | am angry at the moment. I walked out the door, past the worker’s world patsies,
but I linger in the hallway awhile and listen to others who have also walked out in disgust.
In spite of all this, I am at Columbus Circle the morning of the 20th. What else am I
supposed to do? The cause is righteous even if the organizers are assholes.

Al the rally, my first impression is man, look at all those cops! Dozens of mounted
patrol lined 59th Street. Dozens of shiney Harleys and motor scooters rounded Columbus
Circle. Hundreds of foot patrols were everywhere.

Almost competing with the police in number were those selling various leftist
newspapers. Yes, people do have personal agendas and how was the time to push them.
But you know, nobody seemed to be buying. At least not the papers anyway. I was struck
by the diversity present. Young and old, liberal and left, walked side by side. Even the
various agendas had a common link. With the billions of dollars that are being spent on
operation Desert Shield, who could argue that it would not be better spent here at home, on
housing, on AIDS research, on the environment, on education and on anything short of
blood for oil in a desert half way around the world? People are speaking on the podium,
but I find the street theatre more interesting. People came dressed as congressmen with pig
noses and bloody faces, checks for General Electric, nuclear weapons, and President Bush
himself complete with a golf club. There are children dressed as-pennies, pennies for
Medicare, pennies for AIDS research emphasising the disgusting lack of priorities this
government has for it's people. The rhetoric on the podium continues as the crowd gets
restless. "Let’s march!" we cry. "Enough Talk, Let’'s Walk!" As marchers shuffle towards
the front, coalition marshalls struggle to keep control. That the people want 10 move seems
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unimportant to the organizers who have their own agenda to fulfill. I try to get past the line
of marshalls who angrily inform me that I must go around. Hoping to get photos of the
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front of the march as it comes down Broadway, I wait down the block. Finally, after some
time the march is under way. As I move in to shoot, I am met by a wall of marshalls who
precede the march, hands held. They won't let me past to the front of the march. They yell
and curse at me. Who are these people? Why are all these cops here? These fascists are
doing a fine job without them. Once past the goon squad everything is cool. It's a beautiful
fall day and the turnout is good. I fall into step with each group as I work my way back,
taking one of many different angles towards a.common cause. Everything was just a bit too
orderly. Three arrests took place before the start of the march over a piece of wood
attached to a placard. It seems the cops thought it could be used as a weapon. Otherwise,
things were calm. Everyone stayed neatly and nicely on the right side of the street. Traffic
flowed in spite of us. The AAA contingent (Autonomous Anarchist Action) made feeble
attempts to be disorderly, holding back to create space and then rushing foward screaming.
At the corner of 42nd and 8th Avenue they staged a "Die-In" (everyone fell to the ground
for a minute), but it was a useless excercise that hardly even annoyed the cops.
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""WHOSOEVER PuBLICLY
PROFANES THE REICH,
1T FLAG OR THE CERMAN
ARMED FORCES OR /..
EXPOSES THEM TO
CONTEMPT, SHALL BE
PunsHEY BY
IMPRISONMENT. . ."

"THE CONGRESS ANDP
THE STATES SHALL -
HAVE POWER TO
PROWIBIT THE ACT OF
PESECRATION OF THE
FLAG 6F THE UNITEV
STATES..."
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As 1 said before, cops were everywhere. They rode beside us on their Harleys and scooters,
hugging the dividing line of the sireet. They walked before us and behind us. But also, like
angels of regret, they hung above us. From high in the marquees ol Broadway, they
watched, photographing and videotaping, observing and recording. I would like to think
these cops are just ignorant of the law. But I know it is just callous disregard for it. I'm sure
they are aware that the Handshu Agreement specifically forbids this type of surveillance at
peaceful, non-violent, legal actions such as this one.

We were also photographed more conspicuously from ground level. Most undercovers are
fairly easy to spol. At one point on 42nd Street, members of the AAA cornered someone
I they believed to be an undercover cop photographer, chanting at him that it was useless to

take their pictures because the movement is more powerful than that. I don’t know if this
guy really was an undercover or not, but it is interesting to note that he worked for the
coalition and was in fact the same photographer I was opposed to taking photos at the
September meeling.
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We rounded the last corner of the march al Broadway and 42nd St. Uplown a [ew blocks
was a stage for the 3:00 rally. But it was clear that people weren't interested in more
rhetoric (they got enough before the march started) and the number of people dwindled
quickly. Two rows of cops, one on horseback, one on foot, lined the front of the Armed
Forces Recruiting Station, as il they were expecting a sudden attack. A small fire smoldered
§ on the street, made mostly of burning placards with an occasional flag thrown in for good
measure. Police media carefully recorded these evenis from the marquee above, ironically a
theatre showing the film "Marked For Death” and "Night of the Living Dead”. Nearby, a
vendor sold mechanical soldiers in camoflage that crawled on their bellies holding M-16
rifles. And as the smokey fire turned to ashes and the crowds dispersed, leaving more police
than protestors 1o listen to the politics of the day, I wondered just what we had
accomplished here. Certainly we showed that in spite of the hidden agenda of many of the
organizers, there is still enough of a grass roots opposition to U.S. policy to bring great
numbers (o the streels in a common voice of prolest.
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But as I write this, we are closer to war than ever. An ad al 100,000 troops are about
to be committed to the Gulf and even the pretense of negotiation seems to be breaking
down. The media works harder and harder each day to make the enemy an "IT", a
deplorable monster that we can’t possibly understand or see as human. Only then can war
be justified. Ours was but a voice in the darkness, but was anyone listening?
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